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Examination of the fairy tales from different countries according to emotion 
classifications 

Abstract 

The fairy tales, which open the door to different worlds for children in the process from infancy to 

adulthood, are one of the literary genres that contain many different emotions. In this respect the 

fairy tales, develop many skills of the child; it is expected that the child will get to know himself, 

realize and distinguish his/her feelings and thoughts. The reactions given to the events experienced 

through the characters/heroes in the fairy tales and the emotions that arise enable the child both to 

learn and to take a role model. From this point of view, this research aimed to examine the fairy tales 

of different countries according to their emotion classification and to determine which emotions and 

how often are included in the fairy tales. In addition, it is aimed to reveal the dominant emotional 

expressions in the fairy tales of each country. This study used the basic qualitative research design, 

one of the qualitative research methods. Document analysis technique was used to collect data. This 

context, 210 fairy tales selected from among 1736 fairy tales in the world's most read/told/known and 

easily accessible (on the internet or in print) "Grimm Fairy Tales, Andersen Fairy Tales, Fairy Tales 

of One Thousand and One Nights, One Fairy Tale for Every Day" books constitute the data sources of 

the research. This analysis of the data, frequency (f) and percentages (%) were calculated in order to 

determine the frequency of emotional expressions in fairy tales; afterwards, using descriptive 

were categorized as six primary emotion expressions and interpreted. According to the research 

results, "joy" is the most common expression among 1360 emotion expressions found in 210 tales; 

fairy tales, since "joy" is among positive emotions, "sadness" and "anger" are among negative 

emotions. In addition, when the positive-negative emotion classifications by countries examined, it 

was concluded that the number of countries in which negative emotions were dominant in fairy tales 

was higher.  

Keywords: Emotions, emotion classification, the fairy tales, positive-negative emotions, Turkish 
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Tablo 3.  

 f1 f2  f1 f2  f1 f2  f1 f2 

Arap  1002 6  8 5 Tibet  5 5  4 4 

Alman  253 8 Hint  8 5 Portekiz  5 5  4 4 

Danimarka  108 7 Letonya  8 5 Yunan  5 5 Abaza  3 3 

Macar  45 5  8 5  5 5 Beyaz Rus  3 3 

 33 5 Polonya  7 5 Filipin 5 5 Litvanya  2 2 

Japon  28 5  6 6 Fin  4 4  2 2 

 26 5  6 6 Estonya  4 4 Alaska  1 1 

 26 9  6 6 Kaliforniya  4 4 Malezya  1 1 

Afrika  23 5 Bulgar  6 6  4 4 Somali  1 1 

Rus  19 5  6 6 Sibirya  4 4  1 1 

Eski Yunan  10 5 Uygur  5 5 Avustralya  4 4    

Rumen  9 5 Kazak  5 5 Kore  4 4    

2.2. Veri  

 

2.3. Veri i  

 (Googlebooks, 2023a/2023b/2023c/2023d/2023e; Grimmstories, 2023; 
kayelerimizden, 2019; Jineps Gazetesi, 2017a/2017b; Masal, 

Hikayeler, 2018) 
Litv
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3.1. Birinci  

 

Tablo 4.  

Birincil duygular f % 

Sevgi 127 9,34 

 357 26,25 

 120 8,82 

 288 21,18 

 308 22,65 

Korku 160 11,76 

Toplam 1360 100 

 

 

 

 

Tablo 5.  

  Sevgi      Korku  

1  6 10 3 9 9 8 

2 Alman (8)  10 37 17 41 45 31 

3 Danimarka (7)  12 19 11 15 26 9 

4 Arap (6)  6 19 14 21 25 13 

5  7 8 3 2 1 1 

6 Bulgar (6) 3 10 1 - 3 - 

7  2 7 2 9 5 2 

8  4 5 1 3 2 1 

9  1 3 3 11 10 1 

10 Macar (5) 2 7 2 7 4 9 

11  2 17 3 5 5 4 

12  2 11 1 15 6 3 

13 Japon (5) 1 12 1 5 3 3 

14  3 9 - 7 4 6 
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15 Afrika (5) 1 8 2 5 4 4 

16 Hint (5) 3 9 2 3 5 6 

17 Rus (5) - 9 2 4 8 - 

18  - 8 1 7 3 2 

19 Portekiz (5)  8 3 - 2 3 - 

20 Eski Yunan (5) 2 5 2 7 11 6 

21 Yunan (5)  4 7 2 2 3 - 

22 Rumen (5)  2 4 1 5 5 1 

23 Polonya (5) 3 8 3 8 8 4 

24 Letonya (5) - 5 2 4 6 3 

25  - 5 2 9 5 4 

26 Uygur (5) 3 12 - 1 7 1 

27 Tibet (5) 2 6 3 2 5 4 

28 Kazak (5) 5 8 1 4 3 1 

29 Filipin (5) 2 4 1 8 6 4 

30 Fin (4) 6 8 1 9 15 - 

31 Estonya (4)  - 5 2 5 3 2 

32  3 8 1 3 10 4 

33  6 18 5 6 12 5 

34 Kaliforniya (4) 2 3 1 - 4 - 

35  1 5 3 7 9 - 

36 Sibirya (4) 1 7 2 6 3 4 

37 Avustralya (4) 2 2 6 2 2 1 

38 Kore (4) 1 4 4 8 5 3 

39 Beyaz Rus (3)  - 1 2 4 2 2 

40 Abaza (3) 1 6 3 7 5 3 

41  5 6 3 3 3 - 

42 Litvanya (2) - 1 - 4 4 2 

43 Malezya (1) 3 1 1 1 1 - 

44 Alaska (1) - 5 - 1 - - 

45 Somali (1) - 1 - 1 - 3 

46  - 1 - - - - 
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