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An analysis of Salur Kazan's narration of killing the seven-headed dragon in the 
context of archetypal symbolism 

Abstract 

Man is a being made up of a combination of body and soul. From the beginning of its creation, the 

effects of man on the physical and spiritual structure of the world have been revealed by the 

researches carried out today. Carl Gustav Jung speaks of spiritual reality in the context of the human 

soul's relationship to the world. This spiritual reality is formed by spiritual images or archetypes. 

Archetypes are images that represent the universal and collective accumulation of the human soul, 

and enable people to perceive the existence outside of themselves and to develop behavior patterns 

accordingly. Archetypes can occur depending on concepts such as tradition, religion, language, or 

they can occur independently as a product of the subconscious of the human being. Therefore, 

archetypes are at the basis of the universality of emotions and instincts. Thanks to universal feelings 
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and instincts, the psychological structure of human beings is explained and universal archetypes 

occur. Archetypes are the collective heritage of humanity. This heritage has also spread to folk 

narratives and has made itself visible and transmitted through these narratives. Considering folk 

narratives in the context of archetypal symbolism is very important for different purposes such as 

deepening cultural and historical understanding, understanding human experience, discovering deep 

meanings and teachings, maintaining the continuity of folk culture and being a source of inspiration 

in literary studies. In this study, the archetypal images in the story of Salur Kazan Killing the Seven-

Headed Dragon in the Turkmen Sahara Copy of the Book of Dede Korkut will be discussed. 

Examining the archetypal images in the narration will provide access to the symbols of the subtext. 

Keywords: Archetypal symbolism, Salur Kazan, image 
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