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INGILiZCE DIiL OGRETIMINDE YENI BiR KONSEPT:

INGILIiZCE YABANCI DIiL OGRETIM ORTAMINDA YAPISOKUMCU
AKTIVITELER NASIL KULLANILIR?

Pervin TUZER*

Oz

Gliniimiiziin dinamik ¢aginda, elestirel diisiinen ve 6grenen kisiler olmaya acil bir ihtiyag vardir. Boylesine
hizli degisen bir diinyada, ingilizce dgrenenlerin elestirel diisiinme becerileri ve elestirel okuma becerileri
gibi bir dizi dnemli beceri kazanmasi gerekir. Ogrenciler bu becerileri kazanarak giiniimiiziin ihtiyaglarina ve
ilgilerine zorluk ¢ekmeden uyum saglayabilirler. Elestirel diisinme ve okuma becerileri yapisokiim
aktiviteleriyle el ele gider. Yapisokiim aktiviteleri, kokiinti Jacques Derrida tarafindan olusturulan Derridian
felsefesinden alir. Yapisokiimciiliik, okuyucularin herhangi bir edebi eserle, metnin kendisiyle yapisokiimeii
ve elestirel bir iislupla etkilesime girebilecegini 6ne siirer. Bununla birlikte, yapisokiimciiliik, ingilizce dil
Ogretim alaninda hafife alinan bir terimdir. Bu nedenle, bu makale yapibozumcu aktiviteler olusturma
stirecine drnek olarak bazi yapisokiimcii aktiviteler olugturmanin énemini vurgulamaktadir. Arastirmada bazi
yapisokiimcili aktiviteler sunulmaktadir. Bu aktiviteler kapsaminda, kisa oykiiler, tema-odakli siirler ve
elestirel reklamlar gibi yapisokiime ugratilacak {ig tiir 6ne ¢ikarilmigtir. Bu drneklerle beraber, yapisokiimcii
aktiviteler olusturma siireci gosterilmistir. Bu aktiviteler, yapisokiim aktivitelerini kendi ortamlarinda
kullanmak isteyen diger 6gretmenlere yol gosterecektir. Ogretmenler, bu arastirma sayesinde, yapisokiim
aktivitelerinin kullanilmasi ile elestirel diisiinme becerileri arasindaki iligkiyle ilgili baz1 i¢goriiler elde
edebilir.
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elestirel diisiinme becerileri

A New Concept in ELT: How to Use Deconstructive Tasks in EFL Context?
Abstract

In todays’ dynamic era, there is an urgent need to be critical thinkers and learners. In such a fast-changing
world, EFL learners ought to gain a number of crucial skills such as critical thinking skills and critical reading
skills. By gaining these skills, learners can fit to todays’ needs and interest without difficulty. Critical thinking
and reading skills go hand in hand with deconstructive tasks. Deconstructive tasks take its’ root from
Derridian philosophy formed by Jacques Derrida. Deconstructivism suggests that readers can interact with
any literary work by having a deconstructivist and critical manner with the text itself. However,
deconstructivism is an underestimated term in ELT realm. For that reason, this paper highlights the
importance of creating some deconstructive tasks as examplary to deconstructive tasks creation process. The
researcher presents some deconstructive tasks examples from the researches that she has carried out. Within
these tasks, three genre has highlighted for being deconstructed such as short-stories, theme-based poems and
critical advertisements. With these examples, the deconstructive tasks creation process were demonstrated.
These tasks will guide other teachers wishing to use deconstructive tasks in their own settings. Teachers can
get some insights related to the relation between the creation of deconstructive tasks and critical thinking
skills with the help of this paper.
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INTRODUCTION

Todays’ world is defined as dynamic world in which every aspects of lives have the capacity
to change rapidly. The shift results from numerous different societal, economical and cultural
reasons. When a society depends on a change, the language takes its’ place in this fast-changing
cycle. With the needs of dynamic world, todays’ learners should be exposed to new teaching styles
and techniques. On the other hand, teachers ought to gain new insights to keep up with this dynamic
world’s needs. Language teaching should be well designed to compensate for the needs of the era
and learners because todays’ learners are called as digital natives who are “native speakers” of the
digital language such as computers, video games and the Internet (Prensky, 2001).

As for language teaching, when learners learn a foreign language, they have to get “authentic”
inputs to internalize this specific language. English Language Teaching requires an authentic
context in which learners get the language input with meaningful tasks. Similarly, Bessadet (2022)
points out that putting learners inside authentic situations reveals their hidden creativity in language
teaching context. Deconstructive tasks give real-life task examples to the learners who want to get
comprehensible input for learning a language. EFL teachers should embed the deconstructive tasks
to their educational settings since these inputs give students a chance to explain many concepts in
a contextualized and meaningful way. In line with this view, Bedir (2019) explains that equipping
the classrooms with technology does not necessarily mean that teachers can use them effectively.
Rather, educators have the need to carry out different techniques and strategies to teach better in
EFL context.

Deconstructivism takes its’ underpinning idea from Derridian philosophy formed by Jacques
Derrida. For Derridian philosophy, deconstructivism is related to look at any literary works from a
critical and renewing eye. When the reader reads any texts, these texts are bound to change in terms
of meaning. It can be said that deconstructive analysis of any works are related to constructing new
meanings with the help of readers who carry out a deconstructive process with the works itself.

Deconstructive reading must always look some relationship between the reader and the writer
(Derrida, 1997:349). Then, a meaningful and analytic reading can be achieved in terms of critical
reading skills. In the same vein, deconstructive reading and analysis of different deconstructive
tasks give the learners to find out underlying meanings of these deconstructive tasks. With the help
of deconstructive tasks creation process, different concepts and ideas can be discovered. This
valuable process can be initiated by the teachers and then students and teachers can negotiate about
the creation of different tasks by having a deconstructivist stance. In that way, students’ critical
thinking skills, which is related to make clear and logical judgements (Elkins, 2018), could be
stimulated.

There are countless ways to create deconstructive tasks examples in ELT. ELT offers many
spheres ranging from literary works to advertisements which could be utilised to create
deconstructive tasks. Literature has a vast amount of material that could be deconstructed such as
poems, short-stories, novels and news. So as to reinforce students’ academic reading skills and
critical reading skills, EFL teachers should lead their students to become effective and critical
learners by analysing a poem or a novel. After analysing, students will be encouraged to create
some deconstructive tasks related to the literary works being read. As mentioned in Kii¢iikoglu
(2013), students can get the material out of bunk of materials that they are assigned to only by
reading it critically and analytically. Deconstructive tasks creation process gives an opportunity to
the students through which they think about different ways of thinking and ideas. According to Hess
& Parker (2001), reading a literary text resembles learning the language with a large group of people
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who experience different reactions to the text. For that reason, there is an emergent need to utilise
and popularise the creation of deconstructive tasks in ELT settings.

Context of the problem

In Turkey, there is a growing concern for learning and teaching English by using many
different means. Even so, there is still inadequate English learning outcomes when compared to
other countries. In Turkey, most university students do not understand much about reading and
learning in English when compared to other countries, which hinders their critical thinking skills
(Ministry of National Education [MEB], 2015). Teachers are the main instrument to take into
account learners’ and context needs. Teachers have the power to change the educational context for
the better. However, large classroom sizes, insufficiency of instructional materials, testing systems
are some of the challenges that EFL teachers encounter in Turkey (Sali & Kecik, 2018, p. 118). On
the other hand, teachers have the responsibility to improve their classrooms for the better regardless
of the challenges that they have encountered. For that reason, this paper shows that students’ critical
reading will be enhanced with the help of deconstructive tasks creation. Teachers should pave the
way for the creation of numerous deconstructive tasks by using different inputs such as news, books
and pictures. To this end, this analysis paper presents some deconstructive tasks by using different
literary works and news that the researcher created and analysed with her students. These tasks will
guide other teachers to use deconstructive tasks in their own educational discourse. For that reason,
this paper tries to find out an answer to the following research question:

- Could the creation of deconstructive tasks related to different literary works enhance
students’ critical thinking skills in EFL context?

Some deconstructive tasks as examples

This section comprises of some deconstructive tasks examples that have been created by EFL
learners with the guidance of the researcher. By having a critical stance, teachers and educators will
have a chance to look at these deconstructive tasks and their impact on students’ critical reading
and thinking skills. There are three sub-section related to deconstructive tasks examples related to
short-stories, theme-based poems and critical advertisements examples.

Some deconstructive tasks related to short-stories

In this part, there are examples of tasks concerning short-stories. The researcher carried out
a study related to the reading of some short stories with students. Then, students were encouraged
to create some deconstructive tasks such as changing the cover of the short-story books and adding
some new characters and pictures to the original stories.
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Picture 1: Examples of Deconstructive Tasks related to Short-stories
Some deconstructive tasks related to theme-based poetry

In this sub-section, there are examples of deconstructive tasks regarding theme-based poetry.
The researcher carried out another study aiming to improve students’ deconstructive tasks creation
with the help of theme-based poetry. After reading poems related to a specific topic, the students
created some deconstructive tasks such as adding a new picture and creating a news related to the
original poem.
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Picture 2: Examples of Deconstructive Tasks related to Theme-based poem

Some deconstructive tasks related to critical advertisements

In this part, some critical advertisements are highlighted by touching upon the importance of
creation of deconstructive tasks. With regard to advertisements, learners can be encouraged to think
in a “deconstructivist” manner by which they could analyse advertisements from different angles
to reveal underlying meanings that advertisements possess. For that reason, some advertisements
examples that can be deconstructed are showed up below.
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Picture 3: Honda’s advertisement related to “the inequality and sexism”
Source: Moazedi blogspot
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NIVEA
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Picture 4: Nivea’s advertisement related to the “racism”

Source: BBC, newsworld
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CONCLUSION

This paper tries to give some insights to EFL teachers so as to use a different concept in their
own educational settings. With the help of deconstructive tasks, teachers have an opportunity to
teach linguistic structures, critical meanings, discourse competences and socio-cultural
competences. In that dynamic era, learners should have a critical judgments while analysing
different piece of works and creating deconstructive tasks. When the learners are equipped with
these critical skills, they will apply them to other content areas (Lundquist, 1999). Then, the learners
will have a promising learning process in their path of learning. This paper tried to enlight EFL
teachers for transforming and spicing up their classrooms with the unique features of deconstructive
tasks. Teacher researchers might conduct action research to see the effectiveness of deconstructive
tasks in EFL classrooms. All in all, this paper implicates that deconstructive tasks creation process
is one of the prominent concept in EFL and careful consideration will be given to that area by using
deconstructive tasks in the classrooms and by conducting research covering the deconstructive
tasks.
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YAPILANDIRILMIS OZET

Giiniimiiziin dinamik ¢aginda, elestirel diisiinen ve 6grenen olmaya acil bir ihtiyag vardir. Boyle hizli
tempolu bir diinyada, ingilizce 6grenenlerin elestirel diisiinme becerileri ve elestirel okuma becerileri gibi bir
dizi 6nemli beceriyi edinmeleri gerekiyor. Ogrenciler bu becerileri kazanarak farkli yetenek ve ilgi alanlarina
zorluk ¢ekmeden uyum saglayabilirler. Elestirel diisiinme, elestirel okuma ve yapisokiim i¢ i¢edir. Yapisokiim
felsefesinin kokleri Jacques Derrida tarafindan olusturulan Derrida felsefesine dayanmaktadir. Yapisokiim,
okuyucularin herhangi bir edebi eseri, elestirel anlayisla biitiinlesmis, yapisokiimcii ve elestirel anlamda
anlayabildigi siirectir. Ancak yapisokiim, ingilizce 6gretimi alaninda yeterince nemsenmeyen bir terimdir. Bu
nedenle, bu makale yapisokiimcii aktivitelerin yaratilmasinin 6nemini ornek olarak vurgulamakta ve
yapisokiimcii aktivitelerin sinifta ve aragtirma alaninda kullanimini yayginlastirmaya ¢alismaktadir. Bu
yapisokiimcii aktivitelerin bir parcasi olarak, yapisokiim i¢in {ig tiir gosterilmistir: kisa dykiiler, temaya dayal
siirler ve elestirel reklamlar. Yapisokiimcii aktivitelerin olusturulmasi siireciyle birlikte 6gretmen 6grencilerle
elestirel bir sekilde miizakere eder. Bu siireg, yapisokiimcii etkinlikleri egitim ortamlarinda kullanmak isteyen
diger 6gretmenlere yol gosterecektir. Bu aragtirmanin yardimiyla 6gretmenler yapisokiimeii gorev olusturma
ile elestirel diisiinme becerileri arasindaki iliskiye dair bazi i¢goriiler kazanabilirler. Bu sayede edebiyatta
yapisokiimcii gorevlere iligkin bosluk doldurulmaya baslanacaktir.

Girig: Gliniimiiz diinyasi, yasamin her yoniiniin hizla degisme kapasitesine sahip oldugu dinamik bir
diinya olarak tanimlanmaktadir. Bu degisim ¢ok sayida farkli toplumsal, ekonomik ve kiiltiirel nedenden
kaynaklanmaktadir. Bir toplum degisime ihtiya¢ duydugunda dil de bu hizli degisen dongiide yerini alir. Bu
dinamik ve teknolojik diinyanin gerekleri dogrultusunda 6grencilerimizin yeni egitim tarzlari ve teknikleri ile
tamigmas1 gerekmektedir. Ote yandan ogretmenlerin de bu dinamik diinyanin &zelliklerine ayak
uydurabilmeleri i¢in birtakim yeni anlayislar kazanmalar1 gerekmektedir. Dil 6gretimi ¢cagin ve 6grenenlerin
ihtiyaclarmi karsilayacak sekilde iyi tasarlanmalidir ¢iinkii giinlimiiz 6grenenleri bilgisayar, video oyunlart
ve internet gibi dijital dilin "anadili" olan dijital yerliler olarak gériilmektedir (Prensky, 2001). ingilizce
Ogretmenligi, 6grencilerin anlamli gorevlerle dil girdisi aldig1 6zgiin bir baglam gerektirir. Benzer sekilde
Bessadet (2022), dil 6gretimi yoluyla 6grencileri 6zgiin uygulamalara dahil etmenin gizli 6nemini ortaya
cikarmaya dikkat ¢ekiyor. Yapisokiimcii aktiviteler, bir dil 6grenirken anlagilir girdiler almak isteyen
ogrencilere gergek hayattan gorev drnekleri verir. Ingilizce dgretmenleri yapisokiimcii aktiviteleri egitim
ortamlaria yerlestirmelidir ¢linkii bu girdiler 6grencilere bir¢ok kavrami baglamsal ve anlamli bir sekilde
aciklama sansi verir. Sonug¢ olarak bu makale, yapisokiimcii gorev olusturmanin dil 6gretiminde 6ne ¢ikan
kavramlardan biri olduguna ve Ogretmen aragtirmacilar tarafindan baglatilan yapisokiimcii aktiviteler
olusturmanin bu alandaki bir boslugu doldurarak alanyazina anlamli bir katki saglayacagina isaret etmektedir.

Sorunun Baglami: Tiirkiye'de bircok farkli arac ve teknik kullamilarak Ingilizce 6grenmeye yonelik
artan bir ilgi vardir. Buna ragmen Ingilizce dgrenme ciktilar1 diger iilkelerle karsilastirildiginda hala
yetersizdir. Tiirkiye'deki iiniversite 6grencilerinin biiyilk ¢ogunlugunun ingilizce okuma ve Ogrenme
konusunda diger lilkelere gore yetersiz olmasi, elestirel diisinme becerilerini engellemektedir (Milli Egitim
Bakanligi [MEB], 2015). Burada yapisokiimcii aktiviteler 6gretme-6grenme baglamini daha iyi hale getirme
giiciine sahiptir. Fakat kalabalik siniflar, 6gretim materyallerinin eksikligi, smav sistemleri Tiirkiye'de
Ingilizce 6gretmenlerinin karsilastigi zorluklardan bazilaridir (Sali ve Kegik, 2018, s. 118). Ote yandan
Ogretmenlerin yapisokiimcii aktivitelerle 6gretime yeni bir kavram getirerek egitim ortamlarini iyilestirmeleri
gerekmektedir. Bu nedenle bu makale, dgrencilerin elestirel okuma becerilerinin ve 6grenme baglaminin,
yapisokiimcii aktivitelerin yaratilmasi yardimiyla olumlu bir sekilde tesvik edilecegini gostermektedir

Yapisokiimeii Aktivite Ornekleri: Yapisokiimcii aktivite ornekleri, bu aktivitelerin olusturulma
slirecini gosterir. Bu aktiviteler, aragtirmacinin ve 6grencilerin yapisokiimeii bir okuma siireci gergeklestirdigi
ve ardindan bazi yapisokiimci aktiviteler olusturdugu aragtirmacinin diger caligmalarinin bulgularina
dayanmaktadir. Yapisokiimcii aktiviteler ii¢ farkli tiir kullanilarak gosterilmektedir. Aktivitelerin ilk
Ornekleri, 6grencilerin grup olarak “kisa oykiileri” okumasmin ardindan yapisokiimcii aktivite olusturma
siirecini tanimlamaktadir. Tkinci béliimde tematik siirler okunduktan sonra tematik siire iliskin aktiviteler
sunulmaktadir. Ugilincii boliimde arastirmaci tarafindan bazi elestirel reklamlar yapisokiimcii bir yaklagimla
analiz edilmistir. Bu yapisokiimcii aktiviteler, ingilizce dil 6gretiminde yapisokiimciiliigiin kullaniminin
temelini olusturur. Yapisokiimcii aktivitelerin érnekleri, 6gretim ortamlarini gelistirmek isteyen Ingilizce
O0gretmenlerine yeni anlayiglar ve kavramlar saglar.
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Sonug¢: Bu makale Ingilizce 6gretmenlerine egitim ortamlarinda farkli bir kavram kullanmalar
konusunda bazi bilgiler vermeye ¢alismaktadir. Yapisokiimcii aktiviteler sayesinde 6gretmen dilsel yapilar,
kaliplagmis yapilar, elestirel diisiinme ve elestirel okuma gibi farkli yeterlikleri 6gretebilir. Yapisokiimcii
aktiviteler ayn1 zamanda sosyo-kiiltiirel alanlar agisindan i¢gérii saglamak igin de kullanilabilir. Bu dinamik
cagda, ogrencilerin farkli galigmalar1 analiz ederken ve yapisokiimcii aktiviteler olustururken elestirel
yargilara sahip olmalar1 gerekir. Ogrenciler bu kritik becerilerle donatildiklarinda &zellikle yabanci dil
ogrenirken bu dzelliklerin diger icerik alanlarini1 da kolaylikla uygulayacaklardir (Lundquist, 1999). Bu
becerilerle donatilan 6grenciler umut verici bir dil 6grenme yolculuguna ¢ikacaklardir. Daha sonra dgrenciler
dil 6grenme yollarinda kritik bir 6grenme siireci yasayacaklardir. Bu makale, ingilizce 6gretimi icin ingilizce
siniflarina, smiflarin1  yapisokiimeti  aktivitelerin  benzersiz 6zellikleriyle nasil doniistiirecekleri ve
renklendirecekleri konusunda 1sik tutuyor. Ogretmen arastirmacilar, ingilizce 6gretim ortamlarmdaki
yapisokiimci gorevlerin etkisini gérmek i¢in eylem ve smif arastirmalarint uygulayabilirler. Sonug olarak bu
makale, yapisokiimcii gorevlerin kullanilmasinin dil 6gretiminde 6ne ¢gikan kavramlardan biri oldugunu ve
O0gretmen aragtirmacilarinin bu alanda arastirma yapmalarinin tesvik edilebilecegini ve yapisokiimci
gorevlerin olusturulma siirecini kendi 6gretim ortamlarina kadar genisletilebilecegini vurgulamaktadir.
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