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Bu arastirma, baslangi¢ seviyesine gore Arapca kelime edinimlerini Avrupa
Ortak Dil Cercevesi (CEFR) perspektifine gire ele almaktadir. Arastirma, su sorular:

yamtlamayr amaglamaktadir: CEFR nedir? Bu cerceve icinde kelime dagarcig
kapsami nedir ve Sozciik siklig1 listeleri ile nasil iligkilendirilir?

Avrupa Ortak Dil Cercevesi (CEFR), dil yeteneklerinin alt: farklr seviyesini
tanimlar ve her seviye icin 0zgiin kelime gereksinimlerine sahiptir. Cerceve, kelime
secerken belirli kriterlere uymay: onerir; bunlar, 6grencilerin iletisim ihtiyaclarina
uygun konu alanlarim, genel veya belirli tematik alanlarda sik¢a kullamlan kelime
birimlerini ve hedef dil konusucularimn iliskilendirdigi kiiltiirel degerleri ve inanglar:
icerir.

CEFR tarafindan saglanan tammlayicilar sayesinde her seviye igin uygun
kelime miktarim belirlemek miimkiindiir. Ancak Anadili arapca olmayan 63rencilerin
kelime bilgisini 6lcmeye yonelik calismalarin ciddi bir eksikligi bulunmaktadir.
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Bu arastirma, Avrupa Ortak Dil Cercevesi (CEFR) perspektifine gore Arapca
kelimelerin kapsam: konusunu ele almaktadir. Arastirma, Once bu cerceveyi tanitarak
ve cegitli egitim seviyelerini aciklayarak baslar, ardimdan bu cerceve icindeki kelime
kapsamin ve siklik listeleri ile iliskisini kesfeder. Calisma, CEFR icindeki seviyeleri
tartisir ve bulgular: ve Onerileri sunarak sona erer.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Arap Dili ve Belagati, Arapca Kelime Dagarcig,
Avrupa Ortak Dil Referans Cercevesi (CEFR), Temel Diizey, Yayginlik Listesi,
Kelime Ogretimi.

Abstract

This research addresses the topic of Arabic vocabulary proficiency at the
beginner level according to the Common European Framework of Reference for
Languages (CEFR). The research aims to answer the following questions: What is the
CEFR? What is the vocabulary scope within this framework, and how does it relate
to frequency lists?

The Common European Framework of Reference (CEFR) defines six levels of
language proficiency, each with its specific vocabulary requirements. The framework
recommends adhering to certain criteria when selecting vocabulary, including subject
areas relevant to learners’ communicative needs, frequently used lexical units in
general or specific thematic fields, and the cultural values and beliefs associated with
the target language speakers.

Through the descriptors provided by the CEFR, one can determine the
appropriate vocabulary size for each level. However, there is a significant scarcity of
studies that have attempted to measure vocabulary size among non-native Arabic
learners.

Keywords: Arabic Language and Rhetoric, Arabic Vocabulary, Common
European Framework Of Reference (CEFR), Beginner Level, Frequency List,
Vocabulary Instruction.

Extended Summary

This article addresses the topic of vocabulary in Arabic language
education for non-native speakers, focusing on the importance of vocabulary
acquisition and how to select vocabulary based on the Common European
Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR) levels.

The Importance of Vocabulary Acquisition

Vocabulary is one of the most crucial elements of language, serving as
the foundation upon which other language skills are built, including
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speaking, writing, listening, and reading. The more vocabulary a learner
possesses, the better their ability to communicate effectively in the target
language.

Vocabulary is closely linked to meaning, as it conveys ideas and
information from one person to another. Without a sufficient vocabulary,
learners will struggle to comprehend written and spoken texts and will also
find it challenging to communicate efficiently in the target language. The
importance of vocabulary acquisition can be summarized as follows:

Comprehension: Vocabulary aids learners in understanding written
and spoken texts. The more vocabulary a learner possesses, the better their
ability to comprehend the ideas and information presented in these texts.

Expression: Vocabulary equips learners to express their thoughts and
feelings in the target language. A rich vocabulary enhances their ability to
communicate efficiently in the target language.

Cultural Enrichment: Vocabulary acquisition enables learners to gain
knowledge and explore different cultures. A robust vocabulary enhances
their ability to read texts and access information in various fields.

The Common European Framework of Reference for Languages
(CEFR) 58

The CEFR is an international reference framework for describing
language proficiency. It provides global standards for describing language
proficiency levels and can be used to assess learners' abilities and develop
educational curricula and assessment tools.

CEFR Language Proficiency Levels

The CEFR divides language proficiency into six levels, ranging from
Al (beginner) to C2 (proficient). The following table provides a brief
description of each level:

Al: Beginner

A2: Elementary

B1: Intermediate

B2: Upper Intermediate
C1: Advanced

C2: Proficient
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Vocabulary Projects Aligned with CEFR Levels

Several vocabulary projects have been developed based on CEFR
levels. Among the most notable projects are:

English Vocabulary Profile

KELLY Project

CEFRLex Project

Criteria for Vocabulary Selection According to CEFR
CEFR-based vocabulary selection relies on three criteria:

Frequency: It is preferable to choose the most frequently used
vocabulary in the target language because these words are more common in
usage and more valuable to learners. Frequency can be determined through
statistical analysis of linguistic data.

Distribution: Selecting vocabulary used in a variety of contexts is
essential to help learners understand and use words effectively in different
situations.

Coverage: Vocabulary should provide broad coverage of relevant
topics to enable learners to communicate effectively in various domains.

Importance of Applying CEFR-Based Vocabulary Selection Criteria

Applying CEFR-based vocabulary selection criteria ensures that
learners acquire the most useful and commonly used vocabulary in the target
language. This, in turn, helps learners improve their ability to communicate
efficiently.

Applications of CEFR-Based Vocabulary Selection Criteria
These criteria can be applied in various areas, including:

Curriculum Development: Educators can use these criteria to select the
vocabulary to be taught in curricula.

Assessment Tool Development: Educators can use these criteria to
design assessment tools that evaluate learners' ability to understand and use
vocabulary.

Educational Activity Preparation: Educators can use these criteria to
prepare educational activities that facilitate vocabulary learning.
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Importance of Measuring Appropriate Vocabulary Sizes for Each CEFR
Level

Vocabulary size plays a significant role in language proficiency. The
CEFR defines specific vocabulary size ranges for each level. This means that
learners at Al require a smaller vocabulary size compared to those at C2.
Accurate measurement of vocabulary size is essential for designing effective
language programs.

Methods for Measuring Vocabulary Size

Several methods can be employed to measure vocabulary size,
including:

Tests: Tests can be used to measure vocabulary size by asking learners
to define or use vocabulary words.

Vocabulary Lists: Vocabulary lists can be used to measure vocabulary
size by assessing learners' knowledge of word meanings.

Statistical Analysis: Statistical analysis can be used to measure
vocabulary size by analyzing texts written by learners.

Research Findings and Recommendations

60

The research findings highlight the following points:

CEFR defines six language proficiency levels, each with specific
vocabulary size requirements.

CEFR relies on criteria such as subject domains required for
communication tasks relevant to learners' needs, lexical units that are
frequent in general language or specific subject domains, and cultural values
and beliefs associated with the target language.

CEFR descriptors can help determine appropriate vocabulary sizes for
each level based on the results of studies measuring vocabulary size among
English and French language learners as foreign languages in Greece.

The research provides several recommendations, including:

Arabic language teachers should focus on teaching common
vocabulary relevant to the topics learners need at a specific CEFR level.

Teachers should make an effort to use vocabulary lists aligned with
CEFR criteria when selecting words for instruction.
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Researchers in Arabic language education for non-native speakers
should conduct further studies to identify the vocabulary needed at each
CEFR level.

By implementing these recommendations, educators and researchers
can contribute to the improvement of Arabic language learning and teaching
for non-native speakers.
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