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Hellenistic Amphora Stamps from Kalynda 

Erkan DÜNDAR 

Introduction 
This article analyzes twenty-six amphora stamps found during 2022-2023 campaigns of the exca-
vations on Asar Tepe of Şerefler/Dalaman, which was in the territory of Kalynda in antiquity. 
Twenty are identified as being of Rhodian origin, five are from Knidos, and one is unidentified. 
The Rhodian stamps are included in this study primarily because of their numerical density, and 
they are listed alphabetically and chronologically under this title. The Rhodian stamps are fol-
lowed by the Knidos stamps and the unidentified stamps. 

 
Fig. 1) The sites and settlements mentioned in the text (E. Dündar) 

Location and studies in the settlement 
The ancient settlement of Kalynda, the city center of which still remains obscure1, is situated in 
the eastern part of the Karian region, on the Karian-Lycian border, near Şerefler neighborhood of 
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Campus, TR-07070, Antalya/Türkiye (dundarerkan@gmail.com;  https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7907-1260). 

This paper has been prepared within the publication framework of the excavation at Kalynda-Serefler 
carried out under the direction of Fethiye Museum Directorate with the support of Muğla Governorate 
Investment Monitoring and Coordination Directorate (YİKOB) and Dalaman Municipality, under the sci-
entific supervision of Prof. Dr. Fatih Onur (Akdeniz University). I would like to thank Gonca Cankardeş-
Şenol and Erkan Alkaç for their valuable advice regarding some stamps. The opinions expressed in this 
paper remain my own. All figures are by the author. 

1 For a detailed recent discussion on the location of Kalynda see Onur 2023, 199-203. 
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the Dalaman district located in Muğla province. The area of settlement is about 3 km east of the 
town center in Dalaman (Fig. 1). On the hill overlooking the Dalaman plain, visible are walls, 
many building foundations, and tombs dating back to the 7th century BC (Fig. 2). 

Locating Kalynda on Asar Tepe of Şerefler was first suggested by L. Ross, who traveled between 
Fethiye and Ortaca in 1844, while the first detailed description of the remains as Kalynda on Asar 
Tepe of Şerefler was given by W. Arkwright in 1895.2 In more recent years, detailed descriptions 
of the remains on Asar Tepe of Şerefler were provided by G. E. Bean in 1953 and 1978, H. 
Lohmann in 1999, and W. Tietz in 2003.3 Currently, excavations have been ongoing at the settle-
ment under the direction of the Fethiye Museum Directorate since 2022. 

 
Fig. 2) Kalynda Aerial Photo, from northeast (Kalynda Excavation Archive) 

The initial written documentation of Kalynda is found within the narrations of Herodotus.4 Ad-
ditionally, it has been reported that the city provided the Persian navy with a ship led by their king 
Damasithymos during the Battle of Salamis in 480 BC.5 The city’s name is also listed alongside 
other cities that paid tribute to the Delian League in the 5th century BC.6 It is inferred that during 
the 3rd century BC, the city was governed by the Ptolemaic kingdom. Kalynda appears in docu-
ments among the papyri of the Zenon Archive.7 Moreover, the predecessor of Zenon of Kaunos, 
Panakestor, son of Antipatros, who served as the secretary of Apollonios, in charge of the financial 
affairs of Ptolemy II Philadelphos, was from Kalynda. Additionally, Zenon’s aunt was married to 

 
2 Ross 1850, 79; Arkwright 1895, 97-98. 
3 Bean 1953, 25-26 fn. 82; Bean 1978, 33-35; Lohmann 1999, 54-60; Tietz 2003, 86-90. 
4 Hdt. 1.171. 
5 Hdt. 8.87. For a detailed account, see Onur 2023, 187-188. 
6 ATL I, 314-315, 504 and III, 210. 
7 The papyri concerning Kalynda was collected in Onur 2023, 189-192 esp. fn. 32. 
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Therarkhos of Kalynda and resided there.8 The existence of these ties suggests a significant con-
nection between Kalynda and the Ptolemaic administration during the 3rd century BC. 

It is known that Kalynda was bestowed to Rhodes under the Peace of Apameia in 188 BC following 
the Ptolemaic rule. However, there are coins from the second half of the 1st century BC that might 
adopted the coin types of the Lycian League,9 which show that Kalynda was independent during 
this period. Strabo states that Kalynda was located at 60 stadia (approximately 11 km) from sea-
shore in his account of the city.10 There are no ancient sources that provide historical information 
about Kalynda after the last quarter of the 1st century BC. However, objective evidence for 
Kalynda’s independent status as a part of provincial Lyciae as early as 43 AD is provided by the 
Pataran Road Monument.11 Although Kalynda is not mentioned after the 6th century AD, excava-
tions conducted in 2022 and 2023 revealed a small settlement during the Middle Ages, when it 
was under the rule of the Turkish dynasties and the Anatolian Seljuks. 

Rhodian Stamps12 
SH 1. Inv. No: KAL23-S8-14-SB0|1, Findspot: S8/14, SB0, Form: square, Dimension: 1.9 x 1.8 cm, 
Eponym: Aris(, Inscription mode and direction: Abbreviation, lunate sigma, horizontal, Matrix: 
RΕ-ΑΡΙΣ(- 007,13 Date: ca. 304-ca. 271 BC (in Period Ia) 

Ἀρ- 

ισ( 
 

The square stamp bears the abbreviation Ἀρισ( in two lines, which is common on early Rhodian 
amphora stamps. The sigma is in lunate. The rarity of preposition and titles such as ἐπί or ἰερεύς, 
which indicate eponym, on early Rhodian stamps may make it difficult to determine which of 
eponyms or fabricants the abbreviated names are associated with, as in the case of Kalynda. How-
ever, the abbreviation Ἀρισ( has been identified as an eponym because it appears on the stamps 
of fabricants such as Nικα( and Διο(.14 

SH 2. Inv. No: KAL23-T11-3-SB0|1, Findspot: T11/3, SB0, Form: rectangular, Dimension: 1.9 cm 
x broken, Eponym: Agestratos I, Inscription mode and direction: Normal, lunate sigma, horizon-
tal, Matrix: RE-ΑΓΕΣΤΡΑΤΟΣ 01-005, Date: ca. 262-ca. 247 BC (in Period Ib)15 

 
8 P.Cair.Zen III 59341; Onur 2023, 191-192. 
9 BMC Lycia 3-8. For a discussion on dating, see Tietz 2003, 220-221. 
10 Strab. 14.2.2. 
11 Onur 2016, 105-109. 
12 The catalogue of Rhodian stamp entries includes the Matrix title and designations as established by 

ongoing research on Rhodian stamps in the Amphora Research Center (CEAA) of Centre d’Etudes Alex-
andrines (CEAlex). For matrix studies of Rhodian amphora stamps, see Cankardeş-Şenol 2017a, 215-223; 
www.amphoralex.org. The photographs of all the stamps used in this study are in a 1:1 scale. 

13 Cankardeş-Şenol 2015a, 292. 
14 Cankardeş-Şenol 2015a, 291. For comments on API( / APIΣ( on the stamps, cf. Lawall 2007, 41, AH 

26; 2011, 676; Schmaltz 2016, 24. 
15 Finkielsztejn 2001, 188. 
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Ἐπὶ [Ἀγε]-  

στρά[του] 
 

Name of the eponym Ἀγέστρατος I appears in two lines, in the genitive case, and with the prepo-
sition ἐπί. The eponym is thought to have been officiated a year in Period Ib, between ca. 262-ca. 
247 BC.16 Due to the form of the epsilon on this stamp of the eponym and the general features of 
the inscription, the die of the stamp resembles the matrix RE-ΑΓΕΣΤΡΑΤΟΣ 01-005 in Alexan-
dria.17 The eponym officiated during Period I and appeared on amphorae of the fabricants 
Ἰεροτέλης18 and Ὀνάσιμος I.19 

SH 3. Inv. No: KAL23-P10-20-SB1|1, Findspot: P10/20, SB1, Form: rectangular, Dimension: 2.4 
x 1.2 cm, Fabricant: Hagesikles I, Inscription mode and direction: Normal, horizontal, Matrix: -, 
Date: ca. 270-ca. 247 BC (in Period Ib) 

Ἁγησι- 

κλεῦς  
The name of the fabricant Ἁγησικλῆς appears in genitive form in two lines. Two fabricants with 
the same name are known in Rhodian amphora stamp chronology. The first of these was active 
in Period I and the second in Period III.20 The Kalyndian example bears the name of Ἁγησικλῆς 
I, who was active in Period I. The name of Ἁγησικλῆς I appears with the eponym Ἄγριος on a 
stamped amphora with both handles found in Rhodes and is thus associated with this eponym.21 
The eponym Ἄγριος has been dated by Finkielsztejn to ca. 265 BC,22 and thus the period of 
Ἁγησικλῆς I’s activity is dated to the first half of the 3rd century BC.23 

SH 4. Inv. No: KAL23-P11-11-SB1|2, Findspot: P11/11, SB1, Form: rectangular, Dimension: 2.3 
x 1.3 cm, Fabricant: Hagesikles I, Inscription mode and direction: Normal, horizontal, Matrix: 
RE-ΑΓΗΣΙΚΛΗΣ-001,24 Date: ca. 270-ca. 247 BC (in Period Ib) 

Ἁγησι- 

κλεῦς  

 
16 Finkielsztejn 2001, 188 Tab. 17. 
17 Cankardeş-Şenol 2015a, 45. 
18 Doğer 1994, 216. 
19 Conovici – Irimia 1991, 23 no. 257. 
20 Cankardeş-Şenol 2000, 473-474. 
21 Grace 1963, 333 no. 3. 
22 Finkielsztejn 2001, 188 Tab. 17. 
23 On the dating of the fabricant, see Doğer – Cankardeş-Şenol 1997, 39-40 no. 7 fn. 43; Cankardeş-Şenol 

2000, 473-474 no. 124 esp. fn. 1191-1192; Cankardeş-Şenol 2017b, 221. The matrix of the stamp on the 
Kalynda example is not available on www.amphoralex.org. 

24 www.amphoralex.org. 



 Hellenistic Amphora Stamps from Kalynda 145 

Gephyra 26, 2023, 141-161 

Name of the fabricant Ἁγησικλῆς I appears in two lines, in the genitive case. For the fabricant, see 
SH 3. 

SH 5. Inv. No: KAL23-T8-5-SB0|1, Findspot: T8/5, SB0, Form: rectangular, Dimension: 2.4 x 1.3 
cm, Eponym: Aretakles, Inscription mode and direction: Normal, horizontal, Matrix: RE-
ΑΡΕΤΑΚΛΗΣ-010,25 Date: ca. 235 BC (in Period Ic) 

[Ἐπὶ Ἀρ]ε- 

τακλ[ε]ῦς  
The name of eponym Ἀρετακλῆς appears here in two lines in the genitive case with the preposi-
tion ἐπί. Among the fabricants dated by the eponym are Διονύσιος,26 Δημήτριος,27 Ζήνων I,28 and 
Ποταμοκλῆς.29 

SH 6. Inv. No: KAL23-S8-25-SB0|1, Findspot: S8/25, SB0, Form: circular, Dimension: R. 2.2 cm, 
Eponym: Aristarchos, Device and device place: dot - in the center, circle - around the inscription, 
Inscription mode and direction: Normal, the letters facing inward, Matrix: RE-ΑΡΙΣΤΑΡΧΟΣ-
012,30 Date: ca. 262-ca. 247 BC (in Period Ib) 

Ἀ[ρίσταρ]χος  

       dot 

 
The name of the eponym Ἀρίσταρχος, who officiated within Period I, appears on the circular-
formed stamp with a dot in the center, in nominative form inwardly lettered. It is thought that 
Ἀρίσταρχος, one of the eponyms who dated Ἰεροτέλης,31 was also associated with the producer 
Φανίας I.32  

SH 7. Inv. No: KAL23-S11-8-SB0|1, Findspot: S11/8, SB0, Form: circular, Dimension: R. 2.4 cm, 
Eponym: Aristion, Device and device place: rosette - in the center, Inscription mode and direc-
tion: Normal, inscription between two circles, the letters inward, Matrix: RE-ΑΡΙΣΤΙΩΝ-002,33 
Date: ca. 264 BC (in Period Ib) 

 
25 Cankardeş-Şenol 2015a, 290. 
26 Grace 1950, 138-139 nos. 1-2 fig. 114. 
27 Grace 1986, 559, fig. 5 nos. 27-28. 
28 Finkielsztejn 2001, 67 pl. 2 no. 21. 
29 Cankardeş-Şenol – Canoğlu 2009, 124 B15. 
30 Cankardeş-Şenol 2015a, 317. 
31 Doğer 1994, 217. 
32 Cankardeş-Şenol 2000, 285 no. 18 and 338 no. 109; also see Cankardeş-Şenol – Canoğlu 2009, 125 

B17. 
33 Cankardeş-Şenol 2015a, 345. 
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Ἀ[ρ]ισ[τίω]ν  

   rosette 

 
The name of the eponym Ἀριστίων appears here on a circular stamp with a rosette device in the 
center, in nominative case, with inward letters. Ἀριστίων, who is known to have officiated in Pe-
riod Ib in ca. 264 BC,34 was found to have dated the amphorae of Ἰεροτέλης.35 Since the eponym 
had both central dotted and central rosette stamps, as here, it is thought that the transition from 
the rosette stamp type to the central dotted stamp type of Ἰεροτέλης is indicated.36 The name of 
the eponym appeared on amphorae of fabricants Εὔφρων and Σωτᾶς I.37 

SH 8. Inv. No: KAL23-T9-8-SB0|1, Findspot: T9/8, SB0, Form: rectangular, Dimension: 2.3 x 0.9 
cm, Fabricant: Astos, Inscription mode and direction: Retrograde, lunate sigma, horizontal, Ma-
trix: RF-ΑΣΤΟΣ-001,38 Date: ca. 270/268-ca. 264 BC (in Period Ib) 

Ἀστοῦ  retr. 

 
 

On the stamp, the name of the fabricant Ἀστός appears in genitive form. The name has been 
written in retrograde and made in sigma lunate. It is known that Ἀστός was active as a fabricant 
in the Marmaris-Hisarönü workshops and possibly in Period Ib.39 Except for Χρυσόστρατος,40 
eponyms such as Ἀντιλέων41 and Ἄγριος help us date Ἀστός as well.42 In recent years, based on 
the matrix resemblance, Ἀθανο(, Βουλαγόρας, Ἀριστίων, and Φωκίων have been added among 
the eponyms dating the fabricant.43 The data we have shown that Ἀστός was active between ca. 
270/268-ca. 264 BC.44 

SH 9. Inv. No: KAL23-S10-15-SB0|1, Findspot: S10/15, SB0, Form: rectangular, Dimension: 0.7 
cm x broken, Fabricant: Dori(, Inscription mode and direction: Normal, horizontal, Matrix: -, 
Date: ca. 304-ca. 271 BC (in Period Ia) 

 
34 Finkielsztejn 2001, 188 Tab. 17. 
35 Empereur – Tuna 1989, 293; Doğer 1994, 213, 217. 
36 Cankardeş-Şenol – Canoğlu 2009, 126-127 B24. 
37 Finkielsztejn 2001, 94 Tab. 2. 
38 www.amphoralex.org. 
39 Cankardeş-Şenol 2015b, 234. 
40 Dündar – Tatar, forthcoming. 
41 Cankardeş-Şenol – Şenol – Doğer 2004, 355. 
42 Grace 1963, 319. 
43 Cankardeş-Şenol 2015a, 97, 345; 2015b, 238, 240; 2017b, 169. 
44 About fabricant Ἀστός, see Cankardeş-Şenol 2015b, 233-241. 
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Δω[ρι(] 
 

Name Δωρι( is written as an abbreviation on the stamp. Similar patterns of this stamp, which we 
can place in Period Ia according to the handle profile, were found in Kaunos, which is very close 
to Kalynda. Schmaltz, who has studied the finds from Kaunos, states that this name, whose stamps 
are not well known, should belong to a fabricant and may be an early homonym of Δωρίων, active 
in Periods III and IV.45 

SH 10. Inv. No: KAL23-P10-22-SB0|1, Findspot: P10/22, SB0, Form: circular, Dimension: R. 2.6 
cm, Fabricant: Hieroteles, Device and device place: dot - in the center, Inscription mode and di-
rection: Normal, the letters facing inward, Matrix: RF-ΙΕΡΟΤΕΛΗΣ-018,46 Date: ca. 273/272-ca. 
225 BC (Periods I-II) 

Ἱεροτέλευς  

    dot 

 
The name of the fabricant Ἱεροτέλης appears here in genitive form and inwards on the circular 
stamp with a dot in the hollow center. As a result of the study conducted by Empereur and Tuna, 
is it known that the fabricant in Hisarönü-Çubucak in Rhodian Peraea,47 was active between 
273/272-230/229 BC and was associated with approximately 43 eponyms.48 It is known that the 
fabricant Ἰεροτέλης used the month names completely (not abbreviated or ligatured) for the first 
time on Rhodian amphora stamps by ca. 240 BC as a second stamp in rectangular form next to 
the main stamp.49 Stamps belonging to Ἱεροτέλης have been found in many centers. Stamps im-
pressed from the same die with the Kalynda example were found in Alexandria50 and Tatarlı 
Höyük.51 

SH 11. Inv. No: KAL23-P10-15-SB4|3, Findspot: P10/15, SB4, Form: circular, Dimension: R. 2.6 
cm, Fabricant: Hieroteles, Device and device place: dot - in the center, Inscription mode and di-
rection: Normal, the letters facing inward, Matrix: RF-ΙΕΡΟΤΕΛΗΣ-013,52 Date: ca. 273/272-ca. 
225 BC (Periods I-II) 

 
45 Schmaltz 2016, 89 KA 209-210. For the late Δωρίων active in Period III-IV, see Börker – Burow 1998, 

46 nos. 42-43. 
46 Cankardeş-Şenol – Canoğlu 2009, 119-120 A23. 
47 Empereur – Tuna 1989, 277-299. 
48 For Rhodian eponyms whose names appeared on Hieroteles’ amphorae, see Doğer 1994, 207, 217-

218. 
49 Grace – Savvatianou-Pétropoulakou 1970, 302 E2; Empereur – Tuna 1989, 287; Cankardeş-Şenol – 

Şenol – Doğer 2004, 353-354 fig. 3. 
50 Cankardeş-Şenol – Canoğlu 2009, 119-120 A23. 
51 Dündar – Gerçek 2018, 155 SH 3. 
52 www.amphoralex.org. 
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Ἱεροτέλευς  

     dot 

 
The name of the fabricant Ἰεροτέλης appears here inward retrograde on the circular shaped 
stamp. For the fabricant, see SH 10. 

SH 12. Inv. No: KAL23-P11-11-SB1|3, Findspot: P11/11, SB13, Form: circular, Dimension: 2.3 
cm, Eponym: Peithiadas, Device and device place: dot - in the center, Inscription mode and di-
rection: Normal, the letters facing inward, Matrix: RE-ΠΕΙΘΙΑΔΑΣ-002,53 Date: ca. 244-ca. 236 
BC (in Period Ic) 

Πειθιάδας 

     dot 

 
The name of the eponym Πειθιάδας appears here in nominative case in an inward lettered form 
on a concave round stamp with a dot in the center. The name of the eponym, who is thought to 
have served in Period I between 244-236 BC,54 appears on the amphorae of the fabricant  
Ἱεροτέλης and Ἄξιος.55 Due to the pattern similarities, it is possible that the Kalynda example here 
was impressed on the amphora of  Ἰεροτέλης. 

SH 13. Inv. No: KAL23-R10-1-SB0|1, Findspot: R10/1, SB0, Form: rectangular, Dimension: In-
definite, Fabricant: Onasimos I? Inscription mode and direction: Normal, horizontal, Matrix: -, 
Date: ca. 262-ca. 245 BC (in Period Ib)56 

[Ὀνα]-  

[σί]μου  
The name of the fabricant Ὀνάσιμος I appears here in two lines and in the genitive case.57 The 
fabricant was datable thanks to such eponyms as Αἰνησίδαμος I,58 Ἀγέστρατος I, and Πολυκλῆς59 

 
53 Cankardeş-Şenol 2016, 230. 
54 Finkielsztejn 2001, 188 Tab. 17. 
55 Grace 1963, 126 no. 132 pl. 43a; 328 fn. 29. 
56 For the dating of Period Ib, see Finkielsztejn 2001, 188. 
57 Although it is not certain that the name on the stamp belongs to Ὀνάσιμος I, he seems to be the closest 

possibility. However, other possibilities regarding the name on the stamp can also be considered. 
58 Schmaltz 2016, 111 KA 273. The eponym Αἰνησίδαμος I was dated to ca. 245 by G. Finkielsztejn (2001, 

188). 
59 N. Conovici and M. Irimia (1991, 23 no. 257) suggested that the fabricant was active before ca. 225 

BC based on the Pietroiu deposit and the associated eponyms. 
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who are associated with him. The fabricant was dated to ca. 262-ca. 245 BC based on these asso-
ciated eponyms in recent studies.60 

SH 14. Inv. No: KAL23-T11-12-SB0|1, Findspot: T11/12, SB0, Form: circular, Dimension: R. 3 
cm, Fabricant: Amyntas, Device and device place: herm, in the center and below the inscription, 
Inscription mode and direction: Normal, horizontal, Matrix: RF-ΑΜΥΝΤΑΣ-029?61 Date: ca. 
179-ca. 155 BC (Periods IIIc-IVa) 

Ἀμύντα  

  herm 

 
The upper section of this circular stamp records the fabricant Ἀμύντας’ name in the genitive case 
on a single line, along with a symbol of Herm leaning to the left under his name. The fabricant 
usually uses the symbol herm on his stamps. Ἀμύντας, whose stamps are found in the Pergamon 
deposit,62 is known to have been associated with eponyms such as Αἰνησίδαμος II,63 Σύμμαχος,64 
Νικασαγόρας I,65 Ἀθανόδοτος,66 Θεαίδητος,67 Ἀρχιλαίδας,68 Ξενοφῶν,69 Ἀριστόμαχος I (see SH 
15),70 and ῾Ηραγόρας.71 

SH 15. Inv. No: KAL23-S11-7-SB1|1, Findspot: S11/7, SB1, Form: rectangular, Dimension: 3.8 x 
1.4 cm, Eponym: Aristomachos I, Month: Hyakinthios, Inscription mode and direction: Normal, 
horizontal, Matrix: RE-AΡIΣTOMAΧOΣ 01-ΥΑΚΙΝΘΙΟΣ-008,72 Date: ca. 157-ca. 155 BC (in Pe-
riod IVa)73 

Ἐπὶ Ἀ[ριστο]-  

μάχου 

Ὑα[κ]ινθίου  

 
60 Cankardeş-Şenol 2017b, 238. 
61 www.amphoralex.org. 
62 Börker – Burow 1998, 43-44 nos. 388-398. 
63 Empereur – Hesnard 1987, 60-61 fig. 11 pl. 3.11. 
64 Börker 1974, 42 no. 30; Ariel 1990, 42; Cankardeş-Şenol 1995, 19, 35. 
65 Empereur – Hesnard 1987, 60-61 fig. 11 pl. 3.11. 
66 Grace 1950, 135, 141 nos. 2, 29-30; Nicolaou – Empereur 1986, 516-518 no. 3. 
67 Nicolaou 2005, 285 no. 72. 
68 Empereur – Guimier-Sorbets 1986, 130; Jöhrens 2001, 375 fig. 5 no. 2; Badoud 2010, 166-167. 
69 Barker 2004, 80 no. 7; Nicolaou 2005, 405 no. 3. 
70 Gentili 1958, 36 no. 18. 
71 Ariel 2005, 182 no. 1. 
72 www.amphoralex.org. 
73 Finkielsztejn 2001, 193. 
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The name of the eponym Ἀριστόμαχος I appear in genitive case with the month ῾Υακίνθιος in 
three lines. Eponym is known to have dated the amphorae of the fabricant Ἀμύντας (see SH 14),74 
Νανῖς,75 Μαρσύας,76 and ᾽Ονασίοικος.77 

SH 16. Inv. No: KAL23-P10-19-SB9|2, Findspot: P10/19, SB9, Form: circular, Dimension: R. 3.1 
cm, Eponym/Fabricant: ?, Month: ?, Device and device place: ?, Inscription mode and direction: 
Normal, the letters facing inward, Date: 3rd century BC (Periods I-II) 

[….]ιε[…]ς 

 
Several letters can be identified on the circular stamp, which was produced in the Rhodian Peraea. 
According to the handle profile, the stamp can be dated to the 3rd century BC, in Periods I-II. 

SH 17. Inv. No: KAL23-P10-18-SB9|1, Findspot: P10/18, SB9, Form: circular, Dimension: R. 2.9 
cm, Eponym/Fabricant: ?, Month: ?, Device and device place: rose, in the center, Inscription mode 
and direction: Normal, the letters facing inward, Date: First half of the 2nd century BC (Periods 
III-IV) 

[….]οιυ[....] 

      rose 

 
There are a few identifiable letters on the circular stamp with a rose symbol in the center. Accord-
ing to the handle profile, the stamp can be dated to the first half of the 2nd century BC, in Periods 
III-IV. 

SH 18. Inv. No: KAL23-S11-6-SB0|2, Findspot: S11/6, SB0, Form: circular, Dimension: R. 2 cm, 
Eponym/Fabricant: ?, Device and device place: dot - in the center, Inscription mode and direction: 
?, Date: Periods I-II 

[…………] 

      dot 
 

No lettering is visible on the circular stamp with a dot in the hollow center. Because of its form, it 
is possible to place this stamp, which was produced in the Rhodian Peraea, in Periods I-II. 

 
74 Gentili 1958, 36 no. 18. 
75 Nicolaou 2005, 436 no. 134. 
76 Jöhrens 2001, 383 no. 25. 
77 Cankardeş-Şenol 2015a, 398. 
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SH 19. Inv. No: KAL23-P10-18-SB9|2, Findspot: P10/18, SB9, Form: circular, Dimension: R. 2.6 
cm, Eponym/Fabricant: ?, Device and device place: dot - in the center, Inscription mode and di-
rection: -, Date: Periods I-II 

[…………] 

       dot 

 
No lettering is visible on the circular stamp with a dot in the hollow center. Because of its form, it 
is possible to place this stamp, which was produced in the Rhodian Peraea, in Periods I-II like SH 
18. 

SH 20. Inv. No: KAL23-P10-18-SB6|2, Findspot: P10/18, SB6, Form: circular, Dimension: R. 1.9 
cm, Eponym/Fabricant: ?, Device and device place: dot - in the center, Inscription mode and di-
rection: ?, Date: Periods I-II 

[…………] 

       dot 
 

No lettering is visible on the circular stamp with a dot in the hollow center. Because of its form, it 
is possible to place this stamp, which was produced in the Rhodian Peraea, in Periods I-II like SH 
18 and 19. 

Knidian Stamps 
SH 21. Inv. No: KAL23-R11-21-SB1|4, Findspot: R11/21, SB1, Form: rectangular, Dimension: 1.9 
x 1.6 cm, Inscription mode and direction: ligature, Matrix: - , Date: end of the 4th-beginning of the 
3rd century BC. 

ΠΑΘ( or ΑΠO( 

 
The stamp bears the monograms alpha, pi, and omicron or alpha, pi, and theta. As the letter below 
the alpha is quite faint, it cannot be read with certainty as omicron or theta. However, both possi-
bilities allow us to restore the monogram as ΠΑΘ( or ΑΠO(. In early studies, similar monograms 
restored as ΑΠO( was thought to be of Rhodian production.78 Excavations in Datça/Reşadiye-
Kiliseyanı showed that the monograms restored as ΠΑΘ( and the ΑΠO( were Knidian.79 In both 
readings, names beginning with ΠΑΘ( or ΑΠO( were suggested for the monograms and the 
stamps were dated to the late 4th-early 3rd century BC.80 

 
78 Calvet 1972, 19-20 nos. 18-23. 
79 Tuna et al. 1988, 48; Tuna – Empereur 1990, 558; Şenol 1995, 28. 
80 Şenol 1995, 29; Cankardeş-Şenol 2015c, 177-178. 
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SH 22. Inv. No: KAL23-P10-18-SB14|3, Findspot: P10/15, SB14, Form: rectangular, Dimension: 
1.4 x 1.1 cm, Inscription mode and direction: abbreviation, vertical, Matrix: - , Date: ca. 325-280 
BC (Period I) 

ΠA(- 
ΣΙ(- 

  
The name is probably abbreviated with the letters pi, alpha, and iota visible in vertical impression. 
However, the letters in the inscription are not clear enough to identify and the organization of the 
letters is not very clear. Nonetheless, the Kalynda example can be associated with the Πασι( stamps 
from Period I of the Knidian stamp chronology within a pattern. The Πασι( stamps have been 
associated with Πασι|(κράτης) or other names beginning with Πασι(,81 and have been dated to 
325-280 BC.82 

SH 23. Inv. No: KAL23-P10-18-SB14|1, Findspot: P10/18, SB14, Form: circular, Dimension: R. 2 
cm, Eponym: So(, Fabricant: Zenon, Device and device place: dots, around the stamp, a horizontal 
line in the middle, Inscription mode and direction: abbreviation, horizontal, Matrix: - , Date: ca. 
280-275 BC (Period Ib) 

Ζή( 

Σω( 

 
There are two lines of abbreviated names on the circular stamp. The two abbreviations are sepa-
rated by a horizontal line in the center of the stamp. There are dotted borders around the stamp. 
The first line is abbreviated with the first two letters of the name of the fabricant Zenon. Zeta is 
written in a capital iota. The second line is an abbreviation of the first two letters of another name 
consisting of the letters Σ and Ω. 

It is known that Zenon, the fabricant, was born in Kaunos at the beginning of the 3rd century BC, 
then relocated to Egypt. During his youth, he was involved in the wine trade. Details regarding 
his later life since 259 BC were obtained from the papyrus archive at Fayum-Philadelphia.83 Zenon 
served as the secretary of Apollonios, who supervised the financial matters of Ptolemy II Phila-
delphos.84 

 
81 Şenol 1995, 40-41, 71 no. 45; Cankardeş-Şenol 2015c, 174-175; Jefremow – Kolesnikov – Bolonkina 

2021, 287. 
82 Jefremow 2013, 416; Elmalı 2018, 114 no. 60. There are also stamps of Pasikrates with a bow, see Şahin 

– Alkaç 2019, 116. 
83 Grace 1986, 559-560; Empereur – Tuna 1988, 341. 
84 Koehler – Wallace 1987, 49. 
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Stamps of Zenon are studied under two groups: 85 Group A, produced before Zenon B, consists of 
two lines. The first line contains the abbreviated name of the fabricant as Ζήν( or Ζή(, while the 
second line bears the abbreviated names of the eponyms Φιλα(, Μοσ(, Σω(, Αγα(, and Φ(, dated 
to approximately 280-275 BC.86 In Group B stamps, the abbreviated name of the fabricant appears 
in a single line, typically as Ζή( (see SH 24-25). In both groups, the zeta letter in the name consists 
of two bars connected with the vertical stroke in the middle. In the Kalynda example SH 23, which 
is part of Group A, the abbreviation Σω( appears on the second line. The name to which this 
abbreviation belongs, as it pertains to an eponym, has not yet been determined. 

SH 24. Inv. No: KAL23-P10-18-SB12|1, Findspot: P10/18, SB12, Form: rectangular, Dimension: 
2,2 x 1,6 cm, Fabricant: Zenon, Inscription mode and direction: abbreviation, horizontal, Matrix: 
-, Date: ca. 280-240 BC (Period Ib) 

Ζή( 

 
The name of the fabricant Zenon appears on a rectangular stamp. In Zenon Group B stamps, the 
abbreviated name of the fabricant appears in a single line as Ζή(. More common compared to 
Group A, this type of stamp of the fabricant was dated between ca. 280-240 BC.87 Group B stamps 
have been found in many settlements.88 

SH 25. Inv. No: KAL23-P10-15-SB2|2, Findspot: P10/15, SB2, Form: rectangular, Dimension: 2.1 
x 1.7, Fabricant: Zenon, Inscription mode and direction: abbreviation, horizontal, Matrix: -, Date: 
ca. 280-240 BC (in Period Ib) 

 
85 Empereur – Tuna 1988, 341. After analyzing the materials provided by the fabricant and the stamps 

found in several centers, it was determined that the production site of Zenon was in Knidos (see Grace 1986, 
551-565; Empereur – Tuna 1988, 341-357; Empereur 1988, 160, 163 fig. 4). Interest in the Zenon Group A 
began with the material found in the military camp of Attica-Koroni, dating to ca. 270 BC (Vanderpool – 
McCredie – Steinberg 1962, 51). Knidian amphorae discovered in the Serçe Limanı shipwreck were 
stamped, with 15% of these stamped amphorae were classified as the Zenon Group A (Koehler – Wallace 
1987, 51). Research has shown that the Serçe Limanı shipwreck and its cargo date back to around 280-275 
BC, making it slightly older than the Koroni finds. 

86 Grace 1963, 319; 1986, 552; Empereur – Tuna 1988, 345-346; Dündar 2017, 307-308; Keleş – Alkaç – 
Akkaş 2021, 32; Jefremow – Kolesnikov – Bolonkina 2021, 289-291. 

87 Cankardeş-Şenol 2006, 73. Although there is some disagreement regarding the dates of Zenon’s ac-
tivity, it is generally accepted that he was active in the first half of the 3rd century BC, see Jefremow – Kole-
snikov – Bolonkina 2021, 291. For the Zenon Group B amphora stamps, see Madzharov – Stoyanov 2018, 
141-149. 

88 Pridik 1917, 112 no. 242; Grace 1934, 286 no. 256; Sztetyłło 1976, 97 no. 367; Säflund 1980, 22 no. 44; 
Empereur – Picon 1986, 123, 126 fig. 32; Coja 1986, 446 no. 187; Empereur 1988, 160, 163 fig. 4; Şenol 1995, 
50, 78 no. 73 pl 39 fig. 126; Cankardeş-Şenol 2000, 482 nos. 134-135; Jöhrens 2001, 443 no. 341; Cankardeş-
Şenol 2006, 74 nos. 78-79. 
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Ζή( 

 
The rectangular stamp with rounded edges bears the first two letters of the name of the fabricant 
Zenon as an abbreviation. See SH 24.  

Unclassified 
SH 26. Inv. No: KAL23-U12-22-SB1|3, Findspot: U12/22, SB1, Form: circular, Dimension: 1.3 
cm, Eponym/Fabricant: ?, Inscription mode and direction: -, Date: ca. 1st century BC 

 
Stamp with a round imprint on the handle. Although there are similar imprints/stamps dated to 
the 5th century BC,89 the fabric structure, handle profile, and similarity with the fabric of the 
Knidian amphorae dated to the 1st century BC90 suggest that the Kalyndian stamp was produced 
in a later period. 

Conclusion 
The twenty-six stamped amphora handles found at the settlement of Kalynda, which was located 
in an important geopolitical position on the Karian-Lycian border, are significant as they are one 
of the informative finds in the region. These finds not only contribute to our understanding of 
the Hellenistic history of the settlement but also provide some new information on the distribu-
tion and statistics of stamped amphora handles in southwestern Asia Minor. The fact that there 
are no publications on similar finds in the eastern Karia and western Lycia, except for Loryma, 
Bybassos,91 Kaunos92, Xanthos,93 and Patara94 enhances the significance of the Kalyndian exam-
ples. 

Twenty of these stamped handles originate from Rhodes. Knidian origin was found in five of the 
remaining stamped handles, and one could not be determined. Five of the Rhodian stamps were 
illegible (SH 16-20). Of the fifteen legible stamps, seven belonged to eponyms and eight to fabri-
cants. The earliest Rhodian stamps discovered at the site belong to the eponym Ἀρισ( and the 
fabricant Δωρι(, situated in Period I of the Rhodian stamp chronology. Both examples date back 
to the late 4th to early 3rd centuries BC. The latest stamps found are those of the eponym 

 
89 Bon – Bon 1957, 510, no. 2243. 
90 Grace 1956, 171-172 pl. 76 nos. 215-216. 
91 Cankardeş-Şenol 2019, 119-431. 
92 Schmaltz 2016. 
93 Kökmen-Seyirci 2022, 281-302. 
94 Dündar 2017. 
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Ἀριστόμαχος I (ca. 157-ca. 155 BC) and the fabricant Ἀμύντας, active during ca. 177-ca. 155 BC 
(Periods IIIc-IVa). Confirming the written sources concerning the city, 70% of Rhodian stamps 
from Kalynda date to Periods I and II in the 3rd century BC, with nearly half originating from the 
Rhodian Peraea. Names such as the eponyms; Ἀρετακλῆς, Ἀρίσταρχος, Ἀριστίων, and Πειθιάδας, 
the fabricants; Ἀστός, Δωρι(, Ἱεροτέλης, and Ὀνάσιμος I, appear on these stamps. The number of 
Rhodian and Knidian stamps found at the site suggests that the densities of Periods I and II are 
noteworthy, which is consistent with the historical developments of Kalynda. 

Knidian stamps constitute the second dense group of finds from Kalynda. The Knidian examples, 
which are dominated by the stamps of Zenon of Kaunos (SH 23-25), are all dated to the 3rd century 
BC. 

The finding of this quantity of stamped amphora handles within a short period of excavation in 
the settlement of Kalynda indicates that the settlement had intensive trade relations, especially in 
the 3rd century BC. Besides Zenon of Kaunos’ familial ties to Kalynda (his father’s sister was mar-
ried to Therarkhos of Kalynda and resided there), the fact that Zenon’s predecessor hailed from 
Kalynda and the inclusion of Kalynda in certain documents within the Zenon archives are note-
worthy regarding the stamped handles. About 85% of the stamps found relate to the 3rd century 
BC, verifying the locality’s situation on a bustling trade path as backed by epigraphic documents 
and literary sources. These connections suggest a substantial association between Kalynda and the 
Ptolemaic administration. Additionally, these stamps are a valuable source of region-based infor-
mation, particularly for Rhodian and Knidian matrix studies. Based on the initial two-year re-
search, it is feasible to assert that Kalynda possesses a noteworthy collection that will further ex-
pand in future studies. 

Index of Greek Names and abbreviations95 
Ἀγέστρατος I, SH 2, Rh. ep. 
Ἁγησικλῆς, SH 3-4, Rh. fab. 
Ἀμύντας, SH 14, Rh. fab. 
Ἀρετακλῆς, SH 5, Rh. ep. 
Ἀρισ(, SH 1, Rh. ep. 
Ἀρίσταρχος, SH 6, Rh. ep. 
Ἀριστίων, SH 7, Rh. ep. 
Ἀριστόμαχος I, SH 15, Rh. ep. 
Ἀστός, SH 8, Rh. fab. 
Δωρι(, SH 9, Rh. fab. 
Ζή(, SH 23-25, Kn. fab. 
Ἱεροτέλης, SH 10-11, Rh. fab. 
Ὀνάσιμος I, SH 13, Rh. fab. 
ΠΑΘ or ΑΠO, SH 21, Kn. ep. 

 
95 Rh. Rhodes, Kn. Knidos, ep. Eponym, fab. Fabricant. 

 
Πασι( ?, SH 22, Kn. 
Πειθιάδας, SH 12, Rh. ep. 
Σω(, SH 23, Kn. ep. 

Rhodian Months 
῾Υακίνθιος, SH 10  

Devices 
Dot, SH 6, 10, 12, 18-20, 23 
Herm, SH 14 
Rose, SH 17 
Rosette, SH 7 

Prepositions 
ἐπί, SH 2, 5, 15 
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Kalinda’dan Hellenistik Dönem Amphora Mühürleri 
Özet 

Bu makalede, 2022-2023 yıllarında Kalinda antik kentinde yapılan kazılarda bulunan yirmi altı 
amphora mührü analiz edilmektedir. Yirmisinin Rhodos, beşinin Knidos kökenli olduğu mühür-
lerin birisi tanımlanamamıştır. Bu buluntular, yerleşimin Hellenistik tarihini anlamamıza katkıda 
bulunduğu gibi aynı zamanda Küçük Asya’nın güneybatısındaki mühürlü amphora kulplarının 
dağılımı ve istatistikleri hakkında bazı yeni bilgiler sağlamaktadır. Kalinda yerleşiminde kısa bir 
kazı dönemi içinde bu miktarda mühürlü amphora kulpunun bulunması, yerleşimin Hellenistik 
dönemde yakın bölgelerle ticari ilişkiler gerçekleştirdiğini göstermektedir. Ele geçen mühürlerin 
yaklaşık %85’i MÖ 3. yüzyıla tarihlendirilmekte, bu durum edebi metinler ve epigrafik belgelerle 
de desteklendiği üzere, kentin o dönemde işlek bir ticaret yolu üzerinde yer aldığını doğrulamak-
tadır. Bu bağlantılar Kalinda ile Ptolemaios yönetimi arasında hatırı sayılır bir ilişki olduğunu 
göstermektedir. 

Anahtar Sözcükler: Amphora mühürleri; Kalinda; Hellenistik dönem; Karya; Ptolemaios Krallığı; 
ticaret. 

Hellenistic Amphora Stamps from Kalynda 
Abstract 

This article analyzes twenty-six amphora stamps found during the excavations at the ancient city 
of Kalynda in 2022-2023. Twenty are identified as being of Rhodian origin, five are from Knidos, 
and one is unidentified. These finds not only contribute to our understanding of the Hellenistic 
history of the settlement but also provide some new information on the distribution and statistics 
of stamped amphora handles in southwestern Asia Minor. The quantity of stamped amphora 
handles found in Kalynda during a brief excavation period suggests that the settlement engaged 
in commercial relations with neighboring regions in the Hellenistic era. About 85% of the stamps 
found relate to the 3rd century BC, verifying the locality’s situation on a bustling trade path as 
backed by epigraphic documents and literary sources. These connections indicate an important 
relationship between Kalynda and the Ptolemaic administration. 

Keywords: Amphora stamps; Kalynda; Hellenistic period; Karia; Ptolemaic kingdom; trade. 
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