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Abstract: As it is known, there are some sources that we can learn
about the history of the relations between Yuan Dynasty and Golden
Horde. However, it is necessary to understand the nature of these
detailed, regular, and sometimes even incomprehensible records, and
to be familiar with the purposes of writing them. There are few
scattered Chinese records about the Golden Horde and historians don’t
have many choices to write a history. Although we have some Yuan
sources, it is impossible to write a general history of the relations
between the Golden Horde and Yuan based on Chinese sources only,
albeit in general terms. We will make some evaluations on this issue
in our article.
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IOAHbB 9VYJIETI MEH AJITBIH OPJA KATBIHACTAPBI
TAPUXBIHBIH JEPEKKO3JEPIHE BAT'A BEPY

Angarna: OszgnepiHiz Oinmeringeit, FOaHb oyNeTiHIH TapuxXbl MeH
AnterH OpnaHblH KapbIM-KAaTBIHACHL Typaslbl MOIIMETTep alyfa
6onateiH Aepexke3nep Oap. JlereHMeH, erkeil-Terkeiii, peTTenreH,
TINTI TYCIHIKCI3 *a30anapAblH TaOUFaTBIH JKOHE OJIapJbl XKYPri3yAiH
MaKCaThlH TYCiHYy MaHb3Ibl. AnThiH Op/ia TapuXblHA KaThICThI KbITal
»ka30anapbl a3 jkoHE MmambIpaHKel. ColiKeciHIe TapUXIIbLIapAbIH
3epTTEy opi Tapux >ka3y YIIiH MYMKiHAIKTepi kem emec. KonbimbIzna
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6ipa3 FOanp gepexrepi OonransiMed, AnteiH Opaa meH FOanp oyneri
apachIHJIAFrbl KapbIM-KATHIHACTHIH JKaIIbl TAPUXBIH TEK KbITall
JICpEeKTepiHe CYHEHIN jka3y MYMKIiH emec. MakajiambI3[ia OCHI
TaKBIPBIN OOMBIHINA OaFa OepeTiH O0IaMBbI3.

Kint ce3mep: Hanp oyneri, Antein Oppa, Keitaii nepekrepi,
»az0anap, TapuxHama

Numerous historical sources about the Golden Horde are in Chinese.
However, these sources, which are limited, scattered, and sometimes even
irrelevant, are often insufficient for historians. In this respect, it is necessary
to understand the content of sources associated with the history of the
Golden Horde. Those from the Yuan period are our main records on the
Golden Horde and its geography. The sources from the Ming Empire are
silent about the remote regions of China and the Golden Horde’s dominions.
Up to a specific period in the history of the Mongol Empire, the records are
primarily concerned with the relations between the two “nations” (ulus) at
the two geographical extremes, east and west. The Yuan records do not
contain much information about ties between the central nation and the Juchi
nation until Kublai’s takeover of the empire. Again, there is very little
information on the structure, geography, and people ruled by the Golden
Horde.

There are, of course, plausible reasons why the Chinese, with their
tradition of recording even the smallest detail, kept silent about such a
significant political dominance: i) First of all, the geography was very
remote. Chinese sources generally reported on events occurring within the
borders of the dynasty that ruled China; throughout the region’s history,
records on distant geographies have tended to be very limited and
ambiguous. For example, those writing historical accounts in China then did
not even mention the Ottoman Empire, a world power; ii) Chinese historical
records in the Yuan Empire about non-Chinese people in distant lands are
often confusing, incomplete, and inaccurate. This made it difficult to
establish connections and continuity between events and individuals and
prevented the writing of a regular history, especially dynastic histories, by
adding on top of the previous record, which is why the records remained
quite scattered and unrelated to each other; iii) Another reason the Chinese
neglected to mention considerable political powers in the region was that it
was a purely political maneuver. After Batu died in 1255, relations between
the center of the Mongol Empire and the Golden Horde deteriorated. The
two khans immediately appointed by the Great Khan, Mongke, to replace
Batu died one after the other. The central nation did not look favorably on

88



Turkologia

Ne 4(116), 2023

EVALUATIONS OF SOURCES ON THE HISTORY OF THE RELATIONS BETWEEN THE YUAN DYNASTY AND THE GOLDEN HORDE

Berke because his mother was a Khwarezmshah princess. Berke ascended
the throne in 1257, despite Mdngke objection. Following Mdngke’s death in
1259, a struggle for the throne occurred between Kublai and Arik Boke. The
Golden Horde khan, Berke, supported Arik Boke in this process. Kublai,
who later emerged victorious from the struggle and who became khan,
severed his ties with the Golden Horde. After Kublai’s reign, the records and
any information about the Juchi nation were scaled down. Berke’s name was
not even included in the imperial genealogy in dynastic history and
biographies of khans of the Juchi nation, probably due to Kublai’s anger
toward Berke. In the Yuan Shi record of rewards distributed in 1260 after
Kublai became khan, no one from the Juchi nation is ever mentioned (Yuan
Shi, 1997, p. 68—69); iv) The last reason for the political rupture was that
Berke had become a Muslim, began to act independently from the great
khanate in Mongolia, and issued coins in his name. According to several
statements from various Islamic sources, Kublai’s oppression of Muslims in
China—for instance, forbidding circumcision and sacrifice (Atwood, 2004,
p. 251; Qiu, 2018, p. 39) — must have also contributed to the gradual
deterioration of relations between the Golden Horde, whose khan and
inhabitants were Muslims, and the Yuan. However, the religious motive
should not be given too much importance.

Although Chinese sources on the history of the Golden Horde are
scarce, several remarkable records certainly exist. The first and most
important of these is the Yuan Shi (7t 5). In this source, scattered
information on the Juchi nation can be found in the first three volumes,
which contain the emperor’s records (benji 4<4C) on the Mongol emperors
Genghis, Ogedey, Giiyiik, and Méngke — up to Kublai, who was now an
enemy of the Juchi nation. There are a few minor entries in sections of the
source, such as those about “geography” (Hi#). For example, in volume 63,
there is very little information, mainly place names, about the lands of the
Kipchak, Khwarezm, Alan, Cend, Bulgar, and Rus. The biographies
(liechuan %1 {8) of Juchi, Subedey, and other prominent members of the
Mongol dynasty and state are important in this source. The next source is the
Xin Yuan Shi (G#7 G 5), the “New History of the Yuan.” Relevant
information in the Yuan Shi is repeated, but the records and biographies of
the emperors are more detailed. Although the New History of the Yuan was
completed in 1921, based on primary sources and documents to correct the
deficiencies and inaccuracies in the Yuan History, it is often not considered a
primary source. After all, the records in this dynastic history are not
complete enough to write a history of the Golden Horde. We are dealing
with brief records consisting of only several textual details. For example, a
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biography of Batu is not even part of the record. Besides the dynastic
chronicles, other primary sources include local chronicles, inscriptional
corpus, geography books, and special chronicles, such as Zhili Huozhou Zhi
(EFE M E), Zhongxiu Miao Xuebei (FE{ZE£1%), Haowen Zhonggong
Linchuan Wenji (7 38 A B I SC4E), and Ju An Ji (€% 4E), which
mention the period up to Kublai’s reign.

There is some information in Chinese sources about the Juchi’s
position and his progeny in the empire. In Yuan Shi, the princes from Juchi’s
line who were advancing in the west are recorded as xidao zhuwang (741 ¥4
F; “lords of the west wing”) '. Sometimes, they are referred to as xibei
zhuwang (Pi-L5& £ ; “northwestern lords”). In an inscription from 1254 in
Zhongxiu Miao Xuebei (& Z2fH), Juchi is called zhengong (FE = )3,
which can be translated as “crown prince.” Ultimately, it is known that Juchi
held a superior position among his brothers. In Chinese sources, the records
about the Juchi nation are generally related to the Kipchak steppe. No
detailed information about the Golden Horde, its state, or political history
exists. However, the records about the share of the Juchi nation of the newly
captured lands in China and their administration are perhaps the most
detailed evidence about the Golden Horde in Chinese sources. According to
the earliest records in the Yuan Shi, the Great Khan appointed Saidianchi
Zhangsiding (££ 8L 7RWE L T"; Sayyid Ajall Shams al-Din) as daru-gaji in
1229 in Pingyang, a Juchi nation possession in Shanxi, China (Yuan Shi,
1997, p. 3063). In 1238, Ogedey separated the city of Gucheng (%) from
Zhending (E ) and gave it to the Juchi nation. Batu received 10,000
households in Zhending and established an administrative entity called
junmin wanhufu ([ 7 HF; “Administration of Soldiers and Divisional
Household”) to manage his property there (Yuan Shi, 1997, p. 1358, 2414).
After the fall of the Jin Dynasty in 1236, Ogedey divided the territory of this
state and gave it to his imperial family; Batu, as the head of the Juchi nation,
received 41,302 households in Pingyang Lu (*F-F5#%) (Yuan Shi, 1997, p.
2414). The Yuan Shi also explicitly mentions that the Juchi nation also
owned territory in China, which it occupied and acquired through conquest.
In 1227, Batu captured and took possession of Shazhou (¥//1) (Yuan Shi,
1997, p. 1450). According to a record from the year 1251, Batu renounced
some of his rights in China, and, accordingly, the annual income to the Juchi
nation from this domain decreased (Yuan Shi, 1997, p. 47).

!"Yuan Shi, 1997, p. 36: “Azhiji (FT 2 7%) gathered xidao zhuwang (Fii& 54 T)”.
2 From Ma, 1998, p. 236; Qiu, 2018, p. 31.
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The Chinese scholar Qiu Yihao analyzed the epitaphs of individuals
who held high positions in the Mongol Empire and extracted some records
on the Juchi estates in China. According to the Zhongshu Zuoyou
Silangzhong Li Gong Xin Qianbiao (H1 /47 7] BEHH 25 A M FFER; “New
Inscription of General Li of the Right and Left Silangzhong of the Central
Secretariat”), recorded in the Ju An Ji (32%:4E) of Tong Shu ([ %; 1254-
1331), Hu Tianlu, the former “secretary” of Ogedey, was appointed in 1231
to administer Juchi’s estates in China. According to a decree from Batu
recorded in volume XXV of the Zhili Huozhou Zhi (E A M &), his
representatives met and consulted with the Great Khan’s representatives,
Taraqudai and Hu Tianlu in 1237 before implementing the orders. According
to the “Tomb Inscription of Master Su,” Mr. Su, one of Batu’s servants, was
appointed daruyaji of various artisans in Pingyang, a property of the Juchi.
He was to be in charge of sending revenues to Batu’s headquarters. The
Haowen Zhonggong Linchuan Wenji contains a complaint sent to the Great
Khan, Mdngke, in 1255. According to this complaint, Batu re-divided estates
in Pingyang among the Juchi princes, allowed all of his relatives to collect
taxes directly, and put Chinese subjects in a difficult place by ordering them
to pay an annual tax, specifically in gold. According to the same source,
Kublai’s advisors were worried that the link between China and Iran would
be cut by the “Foreigners in the Western Lands” (xiyu zhu hu PHIEE ),
who turned out to be Berke and his followers (Yuan Shi, 1997, p. 311). The
enmity between the two sides had reached its peak, and thus, Kublai largely
severed his ties with the western nation. In 1288, Kublai changed the status
of the institution administering the Golden Horde’s territory in Pingyang and
ceased making payments altogether (Yuan Shi, 1997, p. 311). Therefore,
unless a new source is discovered, it is difficult to speak of any document of
importance on the history of the Golden Horde after this period, except for a
few minor, inconsequential records.

Finally, it should be noted that the sources on the Golden Horde are
not very exploitable in terms of political history. Except for a few records,
the information mainly concerns the Kipchak steppes. Moreover, there is a
tendency in the historical sources of the Golden Horde to include various
records of the Song, Liao, and Jin dynasties about the tribes residing in the
east before the political dominance of the Golden Horde had taken shape—
and even about the tribes of the Genghis Khan period in the Yuan Shi.
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Sources such as Heida Shilue® and Yelii Chucai’s Xi You Lu* on the
Genghis Mongol period, written by Southern Song envoys, translated into
various languages, and considered by some to be “Golden Horde historical
materials,” actually have nothing to do with the Golden Horde. Texts such as
Chen Cheng’s embassy report from the Timurid period, which provide
information about goods coming from the Golden Horde to large trade
centers such as Samarkand (Atik, 2016, p. 11-12), are not adequate as
primary sources of the Golden Horde’s history as they are quite brief and
incomplete. If new details and, if possible, new interpretations of the Golden
Horde’s history are to be uncovered, the biographies and tomb inscriptions
of officials assigned to the Golden Horde’s properties in the Yuan Empire
should also be consulted.
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Oz: Bilindigi gibi Yuan Hanedanligi ve Altin Orda iliskilerinin tarihi
hakkinda bilgi alabilecegimiz bazi kaynaklar vardir. Bununla birlikte
ayrintili, diizenli ve bazen de anlasilmaz olan kayitlarin dogasini
anlamak ve bunlarin tutulma maksadina vakif olmak lazimdir. Altin
Orda tarihi hakkinda az ve dagmik Cin kayitlar1 bulunmaktadir, bu

3 For example, look at: Zolotaya Orda v Istorgnikah, III, Kitayskiye i Mongolskiye Istogniki,
2009, p. 27-120. In about 100 pages translated and annotated on the grounds that they are
about the history of the Golden Horde, it is not possible to find any information about the
Golden Horde.

4 Look at: Bretscheider, 2013, p. 198-208.
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bakimdan tarihgiler bir tarih yazmak igin ¢ok fazla secenege sahip
degildir. Elimizde baz1 Yuan kaynaklar1 olsa da Altin Orda ve Yuan
iliskilerinin genel bir tarihini sadece Cin kaynaklarina dayanarak
yazmak imkansizdir. Makalemizde bu konu hakkinda baz
degerlendirmeler yapacagiz.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Yuan Hanedanligi, Altin Orda, Cin Kaynaklari,
Kayaitlar, Tarihgilik

(Kiirsat YILDIRIM. YUAN HANEDANLIGI VE ALTIN ORDA
ILISKILERI  TARIHININ KAYNAKLARI  UZERINE
DEGERLENDIRMELER)

AHHOTALMSA: Kak HM3BECTHO, HMEIOTCS HCTOYHHUKH,
MPEAOCTaBIIOMUE HH(DOPMALUIO O HCTOPHH B3aUMOOTHOLICHUI
muHactuu FOaue u 3osotoit Opasl. OqHAKO HEOOXOMMO OCO3HABATH
OPUPOAY  OTHX  JACTAIBHBIX, CHCTEMAaTH4YeCKUX M  HMHOTAA
HETPO3pavyHbIX 3allMCeH, a TaKkKe IOHUMATh LENH HX BBEJICHHUS.
Kuraiickue apxuBbl, Kacawomuecs wucropun 3onorodl  Opgsl,
OKa3bIBAIOTCS OTPAaHMYEHHBIMU M AMCHEPCHBIMHU, YTO CYLIECTBEHHO
CyXaeT BO3MOXXHOCTH HCTOPHUKOB B CO3JaHUHM €AWHOOOPA3HOTO
MIOBECTBOBaHMSA. HecMOTpsi Ha HanW4IHe HEKOTOPHIX MCTOYHHKOB U3
nepuona auHacThu HOaHb, cocTaBieHHE BCEOOBEMITIOIIEH HCTOPHH
B3auMoneiicteusa  3omortod Opxael u  IOanel, opueHTHpYsCH
UCKIIIOYNTEIHHO Ha KHTAaWCKHUE MaTEepHalIbl, Jake B OOIIMX dYepTax,
MPE/ACTAaBISIETCS] HEBO3MOXHBIM. B pamMkax maHHOM  cTaThu
MPEINPUHIMAETCST TOMBITKA aHAIW3a M OIEHKH JaHHOW TEMBI ¢
Y4eTOM yKa3aHHBIX OTpaHHYCHUH.

KiaroueBble cioBa: guHactus HOawb, 3omotas Oppaa, kurtaickue
WUCTOYHUKH, JICTOITUCH, UCTOpUOTpadus
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