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Literary Criticism in Ahmed Matar’s Poetry

Abstract

The literary criticism genre has undergone different stages throughout time. In every era of history, there have been individuals
or groups who have taken it upon themselves to correct the values that society has corrupted and to highlight virtuous ethics
that ensure the healthy continuity of life. These individuals have advocated for general moral values and principles, standing
against any form of power that disturbs the peace and freedom of society. The act of refusal and opposition has manifested
itself in various ways. Previous nations were not devoid of literary criticism, as history is full of critical poetry, and we find
this in pre-Islamic poetry, for example, which is called satirical poetry. Likewise, the Islamic era was not devoid of literary
criticism. Poetry had more impact on people than swords. Islam only came to correct people’s beliefs and principles, keep them
away from injustice to themselves and others, and to criticize practices that would weaken people. Criticism entered into every
detail of life. The individual to return to his nature in a way that ensures the safety of life. What distinguishes societies from
others is human awareness, and this awareness is the primary motivation for people to get rid of the negatives that society
suffers for the goal of advancement, unity, and solidarity. This must have systematic ways and means that work to educate
society to get rid of political, social, or economic restrictions. Literary criticism was the means close to the minds of society
through which the writer expressed their faith and belief in the cause of freedom, social equality, and the advancement of
morals. The writer committed himself to a cause that he defended, bearing the harms of his path in the literary struggle. Among
these critics, the literary critic Ahmed Matar emerged, the poet of politics, commitment, and sarcasm. He presented his literature
in a way that flogged politics, and showed society's flaws in a critical and comic way, to shed light on this negativity so that
society can correct it and overcome it. In his poetry, Ahmed Matar focused on freedom and getting rid of dependency at the
level of the individual and society, up to the state and the Arab world. He criticized Arab submission to the West, and his poetry
was distinguished by its ease, as he used words that could be understood by those far and near. He reached society with his
poetry and was even considered a role model for poets. And the revolutionaries. We find that Ahmed Matar is one of the poets
of Arab realism, as he conveyed his reality with all sincerity, without embellishment or falsification. Arab realism is what aims
to liberate homelands, and this is the first motivation for writing his critical poetry. Ahmed is also considered one of the poets
of commitment who was committed to the cause of renouncing any defect that would corrupt or drag societies into the abyss.
He believed in his cause and defended it despite the dangers surrounding him. When we trace his poetry, we find that every
poem has a story that expresses a stage that the poet or the people went through. His poems present historical events in a critical
literary form that directs minds to think; It focuses on all the negativities that it sees as problems and aims to solve.

Keywords: Arabic Language, Poetry, Ahmed Matar, Literary Criticism, Schools.

Ahmet Matar’in Siirlerinde Edebi Elestiri

Oz

Edebi elestiri tiirli zaman boyunca farkli merhaleler gecirmistir. Tarihin her asamasinda toplumun bozdugu degerleri
diizeltmeyi ve hayatin saglikli bir sekilde devamliligini saglayacak giizel ahlaki 6n plana ¢ikarmayi kendisine gorev kabul etmis
kisi veya kisiler olagelmistir. S6z konusu kisiler genel ahlaki degerleri ve ilkeleri savunmuslar, toplumun huzurunu ve
Ozgiirliigiinii elinden alan her tiirlii giiciin karsisinda durmuslardir. Kabul etmeme ve karsisinda durma eylemi kendini farkli
sekillerde gostermistir. Edebi elestiri de tarih boyunca tepki gosterme noktasinda kullanilan bir yéntemdir. Onceki dénemlere
ait birgok elestiri siirinin bulunmasi bu durumun bir géstergesidir. Nitekim cahiliye donemine ait, kabileler arasi birbirini yerme
ve elestirme adina yazilmus hiciv siirleri bulunmaktadir. Tlgili siirler zaman zaman fiili savastan daha etkili olmustur. Siirlerin,
Islamiyet ve sonrasinda da elestiri noktasinda kullanildig1 gériilmektedir. Ciinkii siir kimi zamanlar kiligtan daha tesirli ve etkili
bir yapiya sahiptir. Elestiri ve karsisinda durma Islam’in kendi yapisinda da yer almaktadir. Islam, yalmzca insanlarin inang ve
ilkelerini diizeltmeyi, onlar1 kendilerine ve birbirlerine yapilan haksizliklardan uzak tutmayr amaglamakta; toplumu
zayiflatacak uygulamalari elestirmektedir. Yani elestiri, insan1 kendi dogasina dondiirmek i¢in hayatinin her detayna girmis,
ruhuna zarar verebilecek her seyi reddetmistir. Toplumlari birbirinden ayiran en dnemli seylerden biri, insan bilincidir. Bu
biling, ilerleme, birlik ve beraberlik hedefi dogrultusunda toplumun yasadigi olumsuzluklardan kurtulmasimin en temel itici
giiciidiir. Dolayistyla toplumun politik, sosyal ve ekonomik kisitlamalardan kurtulmasi i¢in ilgili bilincin sistematik yollar ve
araglarla olusturulmasi gerekmektedir. Edebi elestiri, yazarlarin 6zgiirliik, toplumsal esitlik ve diger ahlaki degerlere olan
inanglarini dile getirdikleri, toplumun zihnine en yakin aragtir. Elestiride siirleri kullanmada 6n plan ¢ikan sairlerden biri
siyasetin, bagliligin ve alayciligin sairi olan Ahmet Matar’dir. Ahmet Matar, eserlerini siyaseti kirbaclayacak sekilde sunmus,
toplumun kusurlarini elestirel ve komik bir dille gostermis, olumsuzluklara 11k tutarak toplumun bunlar diizeltip asabilmesini
amaclamigtir. Siirlerinde birey ve toplum diizeyinden devlet ve Arap diinyasina kadar 6zgiirliige ve bagimliliktan kurtulmaya
yogunlasmustir. Ona gore elestiri, devlet politikacilar veya digerleri, sinir1 agan herkese yonelttigi bir silahtir. Siirleri, herkesin
anlayabilecegi seviyede basitligiyle one ¢ikan Matar, siirleriyle topluma ulasmis, hatta sairlere ve devrimcilere 6rnek olmustur.
Edebi fikirleri ile her ortamda yer alan Matar’1n, realist bir sair oldugu, kendi gercekligini tiim diiriistligiiyle, siislemeden ve
tahrif etmeden aktardign goriilmektedir. Ozgiirliik olgusu onu elestiri siirleri yazmaya iten ilk etkendir. Aymi sekilde o,
toplumlar1 yozlastiracak, uguruma siiriikleyecek her tiirlii kusurdan vazgecme davasina kendini adadigi icin baglilik
sairlerinden biri olarak kabul edilir. Onun siirleri incelendiginde siirlerinin her birinin sairin ya da halkin gegirdigi bir agamay1
ifade eden bir hikaye igerdigi goriilmektedir. Siirleri tarihi olaylari, zihinleri diisiinmeye yonlendiren elestirel bir edebi formda
sunmakta; problem olarak gordiigii ve ¢6ziime kavusmasini hedefledigi biitiin olumsuzluklari mercek altina almaktadir.
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