Istanbul Journal of Arabic Studies (ISTANBULJAS)

Volume/Cilt: 7, Issue/Sayt: 1, 2024/1, 3-25
DOI: 10.51802/istanbuljas.1392920

Istanbul Journal of Arabic Studies (ISTANBULJAS)
http://dergipark.org.tr/istanbuljas

Research Article/Arastirma Makalesi

D) e aalil) O B Al pllaiall Jalul) clisda o iy sl clisg
XIX. Yiizyilda Deniz Ateskesleri ve Ateskes Sahili Arap Seyhlikleri

Uzerindeki Etkisi

The Maritime Truces and Their Impact on the Sheikhdoms of the Arabic
Trucial Coast in the Nineteenth Century

Abdulla BIN ALI ALKHALIFA*

* Dr. Ogr. Uyesi, Bahreyn Universitesi
Aragtirma Merkezi, Bahreyn.

E-mail: abalkhalifa@uob,edu.bh

https://orcid.org/0009-0002-2355-7349

Corresponding Author/Sorumlu Yazar:
Abdulla Bin Ali Alkhalifa

Dr. Ogr. Uyesi, Bahreyn Universitesi
Arastirma Merkezi, Bahreyn Kralligi.

Submission/Bagvuru:
19 Kasim/November 2023

Acceptance/Kabul:
04 Mart/March 2024

Citation/Atif:

BIN ALI ALKHALIFA, Abdulla. “XIX.
Yiizyilda Deniz Ateskesleri ve Ateskes
Sahili Arap Seyhlikleri Uzerindeki Etkisi.”
Istanbul  Journal of Arabic Studies
(ISTANBULJAS) 7, no. 1 (2024): 3-25

uadls

) Gl g Apadl ling)) Glaales alyl G Ll coSa
OS Al Dl e aulill Ol e Al Sl e b
4 ilS 5N gl 8 el mlal) sl Aalias B Guay basiye
bl Gt dal e (padl glald) olia dudasil A4S e dilasyal) djal
e Aillaall Aol o OIS Lo ellig Ll & Jegill (9o (aal) oY)y
S onl Al g e dnlaally daSuall ika ges 9re dal
Lillanys oom L Al gl e L Asal dihe 30 (935 Sl allad
DA e i€ Al Daubid) Tl 1) sl e lleaiall Jaldl cliiia
Gl Layons Allg ¢ ol gldll o W 3siis Wil (b (re il
O DA e i€ Al el Jof 3 s g (ol o) e
dlo pllae mie Lolaily iy Ll Loy Bl il Lay (e
BalS Lillasyy 8 (e caaddind jal cilingd) claales of WS <1820
31l famn dmalal) claiall Lulday DA (e cilay) dalig 4508
Clingd 5538 o egal) Jals (b Caadl) duaal o cdajle Laubiss
Sl il QS (padl LYl Ladgual) e g€ il Al duad)
o Blud) B dhjee 8 ) e - lghe Banpal) lai) Cige
e Auag i) Ly 21 ANl Claal ela el S o4
Ladiadd ¢ oall alall olie e giyhans Laldasyy iz 3) clllasyy U8
laludl 35350 Gl g aallall gl Lebblud Als Lo Llall 3
Gl e Gl LKA e sy codd il el il Jle
Gl B s b eade a3l ey dpad) cilingdl ) @3 A
B Ay (Y] (gin B st chaal 8 clisgl) el of Lum e
SV Gl il a1 el malal sl b Auad) bl cagll


mailto:abalkhalifa@uob,edu.bh
https://orcid.org/0009-0002-2355-7349

XIX. Yiizyilda Deniz Ateskesleri ve Ateskes Sahili.../ ...dalall cilasia e W il 5 4y ad) ciliagll

pad) oagll of G Gandl aliy L alally Sl e asi (3l bladll s gl ggnally ccilaad) ol Al mgndl e
e Al B oal) gldl) sbe Caaal @l Ciagarg cdanly cladla o Lillany Jseas ) <ol
ag ol 01 g paall cliagdl dllday iy pad) laiiall ¢ o pad) mlall dialite cilals
Oz
Britanya, X1X. yiizyihin birbirini izleyen dénemlerinde Ateskes Korfezi seyhlikleri ile denizde ateskes
anlagmalar1 akdetmeyi bagardi. Bu anlasmalarin sonuglari, Britanya donanmasinin kara topraklarina
girmeden denizlerde baris1 ve giivenligi saglamak i¢in Arap Korfezi nin sularini kapsayacak yeterlilikte
olmadigi bir donemde Basra Korfezi sularimin g¢ikarina oldu. Askeri ve ticari gemilerin Basra
Kérfezi’nin giineyinden kuzeyine herhangi bir giivenlik engeli olmaksizin transit gecisine iliskin Ingiliz
politikas1 agisindan 6nemli olan da buydu. Britanya ile Ateskes Sahili seyhlikleri arasindaki deniz
ateskesleri, Britanya’nin Basra Korfezi tizerindeki kontroliinii ve niifuzunu empoze edebildigi en
onemli siyasi baglardan biri olarak kabul edilir. Bu durum ilk anlagsmalarin uygulanmasindan sonra
deniz barigina yansimistir. Bu sayede Londra, 1820°nin baslarindan bu yana Korfez seyhliklerini siyasi
acidan, giivenlik acisindan ve ekonomik olarak kendisine baglayabilmistir. Deniz ateskes anlagmalari
ayni zamanda Ingiltere tarafindan Korfez seyhliklerini baglayici hukuki ve siyasi formiillerle
iligkilendiren bir arag olarak da kullanilmigtir. Bu arastirmanin 6nemi, deniz giivenlik kontrollerinin bir
bi¢imi olarak ortaya ¢ikan deniz ateskesleri donemine 151k tutmasi ve Arap seyhliklerinin bu konudaki
konumunu tespit etmesi agisindan kendisini gdstermektedir. Arastirma, Britanya’nin empoze ettigi
giivenlikle ilgili ve siyasi durumdaki ¢alkantilarin Arap kabile iiyeleri tizerindeki olumsuz etkilerini
gostermeyi amaglamaktadir. Britanya, kendi filolarinin giivenligini ve kiiresel ticaretini korumak
amaciyla Arap Korfezi’nin sulari iizerinde kontrol saglamis, ancak bu durumun Arap seyhlikleri
tizerindeki olumsuz sonuglarmni g6z ardi etmistir. Arastirmanin sorunsali, denizdeki ateskes
anlagmalarina yol agan nedenleri ve bu anlasmalarin igerigi ile smirlandirilmistir. Arastirma, bu
ateskeslerin giivenlik diizeyinde bir degisiklige sebep oldugu ve Arap Korfezi’'nde deniz saldirilarini
sona erdirdigi hipotezine dayanmaktadir. Ayrica aragtirmada, olaylarin izini siirmek icin tarihsel
metodolojiyi ve elestirel analiz ile tammlayici analitik metodolojiyi kullanilmigtir. Buna gore, deniz
ateskeslerinin Britanya’nin genis yetkiler elde etmesine yol agtig1 ve Basra Korfezi sularmin kapali bir
Britanya golii haline geldigi sonucuna varilmustir.
Anahtar Kelimeler: Basra Korfezi, Arap seyhlikleri, Britanya, deniz ateskesleri, deniz giivenligi.

Abstract

Britain was able to conclude maritime truces with the Trucial sheikhdoms in successive periods of the
nineteenth century, whose outputs were in the interest of the waters of the Arabian Gulf at a time when
the British Navy was insufficient to cover the waters of the Arabian Gulf in order to impose maritime
peace and security without entering onto the land and that was what mattered to British policy for the
passage and transit of its military and commercial ships from the south of the Arabian Gulf to the north
in peace and without any obstacles threatening its security. The maritime truces between Britain and
the Trucial Coast Sheikhdoms are one of the most important political ties through which Britain was
able to impose its control and influence on the Arabian Gulf, which in turn was reflected in the maritime
peace after the implementation of the first treaties through which London could bind the Gulf
sheikhdoms to itself politically, security-wise and economically since the early 1820s. The maritime
armistices were used by Britain as a legal and political tool through which Britain linked the Gulf
sheikhdoms with binding legal and political formulas. The importance of the research is to shed light
on the period of maritime truces, which served as a form of maritime security regulations, as well as it
helps to understand the position of the Arab sheikhdoms towards them. The research seeks to
understand the negative effects on the members of Arabian tribes due to the disturbance caused by the
security and political situation imposed by Britain. Britain maintained control over the waters of the
Arabian Gulf to protect the security of its fleets and global trade, disregarding the negative
repercussions on the Arab sheikhdoms. The research problem has been limited to the reasons that led
to the maritime truces and their provisions. The research is based on the hypothesis that these truces
have brought about a change in the level of security and have also put an end to maritime attacks in the
waters of the Arabian Gulf. The research required adopting the historical method to follow the events,
and descriptive analytical method, which is based on criticism and analysis. Finally, the research
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concluded that maritime truces led to Britain acquiring extensive powers, making the waters of the
Arabian a closed British lake.
Keywords: Arabian Gulf, Arab sheikhdoms, Britain, maritime truce, maritime security.

Extended Abstract

This study investigates how Britain has established its hegemony over the Trucial
States and the treaties it has concluded with their rulers to exercise full control over
the Arabian Gulf region, due to the vital strategic, and geographical location they are
endowed with, overlooking the Arabian Gulf and being in close proximity to the vital
Strait of Hormuz. This unique location has grown in importance over time, especially
at times of war and peace, making the States highly coveted by Britain. This location
has also been one of the key factors that prompted Britain to reformulate its strategy
in the region and adopt a new strategy along the western coast of the Arabian Gulf
in order to serve British interests since the second decade of the 19th century. This
strategy is based on safeguarding Britain’s interests under the changing geostrategic
circumstances in its spheres of influence, which represent a vital artery for its empire
in India. Britain has considered the Arabian Gulf region to be one of the front lines
of defense, for its presence in the Indian subcontinent and East Asia, through which
it has been able to impose its control over the Trucial States for nearly two centuries.
Britain official policy towards the Sheikhdoms and the Trucial States has been
initially characterized by flexibility; it has predominantly been commercial in nature
rather than political, as Britain has only overseen the foreign affairs of the region and
exercised its influence and dominance over the sea and coasts without interfering in
the internal affairs of the Sheikhdoms and the Trucial States. This has been
evidenced by the fact that it has not deployed ground forces in the area, for not
getting involved in tribal conflicts. It appeased Britain back then that it concluded
the peace treaty in 1820. However, Britain’s policy gradually shifted away from
flexibility when it sensed that its interests in the region were threatened by other
powers and local forces. Since it was difficult for the Political Resident, whose
headquarters was Bushehr in Persia, to monitor all the developments taking place in
the Gulf region, Britain created the position of Native Agent to ensure that the
sheikhs of the Sheikhdoms and the Trucial States adhere to the treaties. This Native
Agent would keep track of maritime activities and catch up on the latest
developments in the region. The appointment of Ali Reda as their first Native Agent
in the Sheikhdom of Sharjah in 1823 AD marked the beginning of this role in the
region. After almost fifteen years of signing the peace treaty in 1820, Arab tribes did
not fully adhere to it, leading to hostilities at sea which affected pearling adversely.
Pearl hunting represented the backbone of the economy of the Gulf Sheikhdoms
before the discovery of oil. Britain, on the other hand, was so concerned that such
hostilities might affect its vessels. Therefore, it concluded the first Maritime Truce
treaty in 1835 with Arab tribes to end acts of aggression. Under this treaty, the Rulers
of Sheikhdoms were bound to report any hostilities to Native Agents serving in the
Gulf region. This treaty was subsequently renewed annually until 1843 when it was
renewed for a period of ten years. Once it ended, the sheikhs of the Trucial Coast
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signed the Perpetual Peace Treaty in 1853, which asserted British hegemony over
the Arabian Gulf region. The signatories to the Perpetual Peace Treaty pledged not
to carry out retaliatory actions against any violations, but rather they must inform the
Political Resident in Bushehr about them, who will take the necessary action in this
regard. Perhaps what prompted the Rulers of Sheikhdoms to sign that treaty was their
firm intention to cooperate on security to prevent maritime disputes, fearing that the
region could descend into chaos and armed maritime disputes, which would affect
the pearling season adversely. People in Sheikhdoms depend on pearling for their
livelihoods. For this reason, after the subjugation of the Qawasim fleet, the number
of ships dropped significantly, resulting in harsh economic conditions. The ships that
were built after that were smaller and less able to sail long distances because of the
restrictions imposed by Britain as part of the agreements that were signed with the
Rulers of Sheikhdoms. The importance of this study lies in identifying the scope of
British intervention in the Arabian Gulf region, Trucial Sheikhdoms, and emirates
of the Trucial Coast with the aim of preserving maritime security. The study also
sheds light on the period of maritime truces that served as a kind of maritime security
controls, as well as identifies the position of the Arab sheikhdoms towards them.
The research seeks to know the negative effects on the members of the Arabian tribes
as a result of the security-wise and political instability imposed by Britain. The
problem of the research lies in Britain's imposition of its control over the waters of
the Arabian Gulf, for its interest in preserving the safety of its fleets and its global
trade and neglecting the negative repercussions on the Arab sheikhdoms. The answer
to the research problem was determined on the reasons that led to the maritime truces
and what they stipulate, while the research is based on the hypothesis that these
truces have caused a change in the level of security and have also put an end to
maritime attacks in the waters of the Arabian Gulf. The research required the
adoption of the historical method to ascertain facts and investigate incidents
pertaining to the 19th century and the descriptive method that is based on criticism
and analysis. Finally, the research concluded that maritime truces led to Britain
obtaining broad powers, which made the waters of the Arabian Gulf a closed British
lake.
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