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ABSTRACT

In the second half of the 18th century, Poland was shared three times in gradually by
its neighbours Russia, Prussia and Austria. After sharing, thousands of Polish people
migrated to different places or were been banished. In this process the Ottoman
Empire was the country which embraced Polish exiles and refugees heavily. During
the 19th century many Polish people settled in the Ottoman lands, mainly in the
cities of Rumelia and Balkans and continued their lives here as the Ottoman sub-
jects.

The Ottoman Empire employed these refugees who converted to the Islam sometimes,
mainly in the military and administrative areas due to events in the Balkans. It was
possiple to see the Polish refugees as a soldier, a doctor, an engineer or a craft with
changed names and religion in different regions of the Ottoman Empire. In this study,
it has been examined that how Polish refugees were employed and then how they
were involved in social life of the Ottoman Empire in the period of Abdulhamid II.
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II. ABDULHAMID DONEMINDE LEHLI
MULTECILERIN iSTIHDAMI

(074

Lehistan, 18. yilizyilin ikinci yarisinda komsular1 Rusya, Prusya ve Avusturya tara-
findan asamali olarak ii¢ defa paylasilmistir. Paylasim sonrasi binlerce Lehli farkli
yerlere ya go¢ etmis ya da siirgiin edilmistir. Bu siiregte Osmanli Devleti, Leh siir-
giinlerine ve miiltecilerine yogun olarak kucak acan iilke olmustur. Pek ¢ok Lehli
19. yiizy1l boyunca, Osmanli topraklarina yerlesmis ve buralarda Osmanli tebaasi
olarak yasamlarini devam etmislerdir.

Osmanli Devleti, kimi zaman din degistirip Miisliiman olan bu miiltecileri himaye
edip koruyarak bazen orduda bazen de devletin yiiksek kademelerinde istihdam
etmistir. Polonyali miiltecileri din ve isimlerini degistirmis halleriyle asker, doktor,
miihendis veya bir zanaat erbabi olarak gérmek miimkiindiir. Bu ¢aligmada II. Ab-
diilhamid doneminde Lehli miiltecilerin ne sekilde istihdam edildikleri ve daha sonra
Osmanli’nin sosyal hayatina nasil dahil edildikleri incelenmistir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Lehli Miilteci, II. Abdiilhamid, Istihdam

INTRODUCTION

Poland was shared in stages between 1772-1795 years by Russia, Prussia
and Austria and was dissapeared completely from the map of Europe. This
situation of Poland ceased its existence as a political entity after partition,
was never accepted by the Ottoman Empire and was treated as if there was
an independent Poland in all official ceremonies. In line with this statement a
rumor emphasized that idea in Poland history, was told by. Sultan always got
assigned a free place in which hosted the foreign diplomats and said “Lehis-
tan ambassador is on his way, but he is late due to difficulties on the way.”
With this attitude, Sultan emphasized the sympathy of Ottoman Empire for
Poland (Reychman, 1964, s. 18).

After the last partition some Polishes who were discontented with the reign of
the occupying states, migrated to other countries as in previous periods. The
Ottoman Empire received the migrations with open arms and granted to the
migrants the settlment right in the Ottoman lands (Kanat, 2011, s. 85). And the
Polishes remained in their country, launched a major uprising in 1830 against
the Russian government established in Poland. But when the uprising was
suppressed bloodily by the Russians, a large wave of migration began again. A
large part of those who migrated mainly in France spread to several European
cities. Some of those who failed in the uprising took refuge in the Ottoman
Empire and continued to struggle here against the occupying states.
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In Europe between 1815 and 1830 years, the political, social, economic and
cultural developments, strengthening further in 1848, created a new envi-
ronment and the Revolutions of 1848 that deeply affected the whole conti-
nent broke out (Ugarol, 2006, s.122). Austria which was not able to cope
with the uprising broke out in Hungary under the influence of revolutions,
requested help from Russia thereupon Russia which was also discomfort
with the actions of revolution began in Memleketeyn (Wallachia and Mol-
dovia), suppressed the uprising bloodily by sending an army to the Hungary.
After the suppresion of the uprising, Hungarian and Polish revolutionaries
who helped them began to take refuge in the Ottoman Empire. The seeking
back of those who took refuge by Russia and Austria, destroyed the relati-
onship between the Ottoman Empire and these two states, and this led to the
emergence of the “Problem of Refugees” which was a new political problem
(Ugarol, 2006, s. 191).

First favour of the Ottoman Empire on the issue of refugees started with
opening its doors to the refugees (Giingormiis, 1999, s. 132). Later, an op-
purtunity was given to refugees to settle in this land and gain status of sub-
ject by the conversion of some and incorporate the social structure of the
Ottoman Empire in certain circles. This warm approach of the Ottoman Em-
pire to refugees, its defense of freedom and human rights of refugees had a
wide repercussions in countries like England, France and America, and these
countries sympathized with the Ottoman Empire because of this attitude
(Nazir, 2002, s. 823).

Refugees settled in were been employed according to their professions and
fields of expertise and fulfilled their service here. They were employed in
such professions like soldiers, doctors, pharmacists, engineers, mechanics,
surveyors, professors, chemists and also such crafts like coachman, millers,
barbers, tailors, barista, the master builder, carpenter, firemen (Giimiis, 2007,
s.52). Refugees who were employed mainly in the military field with various
ranks, made very important achivements. Besides that they were occasio-
nally seen as idea men.

One of the refugees Jozef Bem (Murat Pasha) who was hero of both Poland
and Hungary, came to Aleppo after the Revolutions of 1848 and played an
active role for the establishment of refinery and gunpowder factory here.
Michat Czaykowski changing his name as Mehmed Sadik, migrated to the
Ottoman Empire promoted to the rank of pasha and served as commander of
the Sultan’s Cossack Troops. Again Wladyslaw Koscielski, as Sefer Pasha,
served as the mihmandar (the official host) in the Ottoman palace. Antoni
Ilinski as Iskender Pasha, Zygmunt Freund as Mahmut Hamdi Pasha,
Seweryn Belinski as Nihad Pasha promoted to the rank of pasha thanks to
the their efficient works. Feliks Breanski (Sahin Pasha) and Ludwik Bystr-
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zonowski (Arslan Pasha) served in the army in the Crimean War in 1853.
Also a name among the refugees who made important contributions in the
sense of intellectual and structural, was Konstanty Borzecki as Mustafa Ce-
laleddin Pasha (Latka, 1987, s. 13). The book (Les Turcs Ancient et Moder-
nes) written by Celaleddin Pasha, contributed to the Ottoman-Turkish intel-
lectual transformation, took part among the first major sources about Turkish
nationalism.

The Ottoman Empire claimed the refugees and watched over them with a
great determination despite the all threats coming from (Baykal, 1985, s.
255). Those who were placed and employed, continued to live here as Otto-
man subjects for generations. The refugees came to Ottoman Empire after
the Revolutions of 1830 and 1848, represent the first generation. In that
study, it has been examined that where the second generation of Polish refu-
gees were employed and how they were articulated to the Ottoman society
compared to the pioneers during the reign of Abdulhamid II.

THE EMPLOYMENT OF POLISH REFUGEES DURING THE
REIGN OF ABDULHAMID II

The Ottoman Empire didn’t track a method of plucking the people who were
dominated, from their settlements and forcing them to migrate to the other
countries as it was in western countries. On the contrary, it was a country
that the Muslim-nonMuslim people who hadn’t endure to the pressure in
other countries, migrated to.

The migration is not only a simple affair consisting of migration of an indi-
vidual or community from one place to the another place and settlling there.
Migration is a various and difficult affair which has social, political, finan-
cial, administrative, legal, economic cultural and many other aspects for a
nation or state. Neverthless, the Ottoman Empire welcame even the Jews
fleeing from persecution in Spain in 15th century and gained a considerable
experience about that affair. As a result of the changing borders and policies
by the 19th century, mass migrations started and reached a large size especi-
ally after the revolutions. To carry out these migrations more coordinated
way, the Ottoman Empire established a migration commission in 1860 and
made policies for their settlement (Erkan, 1996, ss. 89-90).

While there was only one commission till the Ottoman-Russian War
between 1877-1878 years, more than one comission was created after 1877
(Erkan, 1996: 98). The Sultan of this period Abdulhamid II was interested in
migrants very closely like his predecessors and claimed, preserved them thro-
ugh these comissions. Because the Sultan thought that the Muslim-nonMuslim
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migrants would increase the population of Anatolia and Rumelia declining in
the wars. Thus masses of migrants including refugees coming from Poland
converted and settled in the Ottoman Empire, again led to an increase of the
density of population in Anatolia (Orat and others, 2011, s. 21).

It would not be wrong to connect the close attention of the Ottoman Empire
on the migrants to the population growth as well as the labor force in the
social and bureaucratic life and military needs of army. Because, especially
among the Polish refugees there were commanders coming to important
tasks and making great success in the army, diplomats, doctors, executives
and people belonging to different accupational goups.

One of them was Seweryn Belinski who got Nihad name after converting to
Islam. Nihad Pasha received a high-quality and good education like other
soldiers who took refuge in the Ottoman Empire and came to important positi-
ons due to his domination in English, French, German, Polish and Latin lan-
guage. Nihad Pasha whose first task had been officer, worked in the Ministry
of Public Works and Haydarpasha Railway Directorate and then served in
border correction in Batumi and Anatolia as representative of the state.

As known, after the Ottaman-Russian War (1877-1878) treaties of Ayestafa-
nos and Berlin were signed, in accordance with these treaties it was decided
to establish a commissioner in Bulgaria (Ugarol, 2006, ss. 352-353). There-
upon, the Ottoman Empire started to needed works to send there a commis-
sioner with his attendants. For it was needed to be sensitive about the issue
of commissioner, the Sultan Abdulhamid II was directly interested in. This
task was first given to Pertev Efendi, then Nihad Pasha located in Batumi
was brought to Istanbul to be appointed for this task. The cause of his appo-
intment which Abdulhamid personally dealt with, was his qualities that he
had. Because he had domination over more than one foreign language and
was also a quite experienced name for the jobs of government. Therefore, for
a period of about six years he was the fist person who stayed longest at this
task (Giimiis, 2007, ss. 64-68).

Also an another name from the refugees who were in the important tasks,
was Wladyslaw Czajkowski named as Muzaffer after converting to Islam.
Muzaffer Pasha was the son of Mehmet Sadik Pasha who had been the
commander of the Cossack Troops and one of the second generation Polish
refugees. From the rank of licutenant to the rank of lieutenant-colonel, he
was in different military duties of the Empire. He served in the Military
Academy respectively as the teacher of cavalry, the military teacher and the
teacher of geography and was promoted to the rank of miralay. Muzaffer
Pasha, who served as the director of Stables of Palace and the Minister of
Palace, was the chairman of commission for composition of the Hamidian
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Troops (Glimiis, 2007,ss. 71-73). Later, he was appointed as the governor of
Lebanon between the years 1901-1907 (Drodz, 2013).

Another one of the second generation Polish refugees Alfred Belinski was
the son of Nihad Pasha. Alfred Rustem Bey began to his first duty as the
clerk of the French in 1882, while his father served as the Commissioner of
Bulgaria. After being appointed as the charge d’affaires to the United States
in 1886, he served respectively in Athens, Belgrade, London and Bucharest
embassy (Gilimiis, 2007, s. 83). Again one of the refugees Langi Bey (Marian
Langiewicz) was appointed as the representative resposible for arms purcha-
ses of the Ottoman Empire starting from 1877, made the purchase of wea-
pons in Essen from the Krupp Company for the army. Monastryski-Sas who
was resigned from the army in the rank of colonel, was employed as the
government commissioner for the constructions of the railroad in Damascus
and Beirut (Drodz, 2013).

The area in which employment of the Polish refugees was seen most, of co-
urse was the military area. Because many of the refugees had a military
background and made significant gains in the army due to their ability. The-
se achievements, in conjunction with military, provided them employment in
security and safety. In the period of Abdulhamid II, it was seen that many
refugees came from their country and after conversion, they were employed
as policeman in police stations (BOA, BEO. 681/51003; BOA, BEO.
1136/85140; BOA. BEO. 1195/89585; BOA. DH. MKT. 594/51).

To be a policeman, these refugees had to convert and be able to read and
write Ottoman Turkish. A refugee named Osman Nuri who had come and
converted with his family from Podolsk in Poland, wanted to be a policeman
like his brother fled before, but couldn’t be employed due to not speak Tur-
kish. Writing a petition about financial troubles what he had with his family,
he requested to be employed as an officer in the gendarmerie troops. Altho-
ugh there was no free position in the troops, the Empire led this refugee to be
employed as a guest in order to ensure the livelihood (BOA. DH. MKT.
594/51). In addition, the transitions between similar occupations were seen.
A refugee who was employed as policeman after his conversion, wrote to the
center a petition stated in his request for passing to gendarmerie (BOA.
BEO. 1195/89585). In this period in addition to the policing profession, it
was seen that many Polish refugees were employed in the army of detection
which was created by Abdulhamid II to get the country into the circle of
control (Irtem, 2003, s. 160).

As mentioned before, another important area in which refugees were emplo-
yed, was the health. Some of those who took refuge in the Ottoman Empire,
were doctor, physician and chemist. They were eployed in various military
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and civilian hospitals in the Empire like other refugees hed been employed.
Bonkowski Pasha who was one of the second generation Polish refugees,
took lessons from the famous teachers in Europe where was sent together
with Turkish students, educated himself in the chemical and pharmaceutical
fields, had many successes. Being back from Europe, he was appointed as
assistant of chemistry teacher in the Medical School (Giinergiin, 1992, s.
231). Bonkowski, besides teaching at the Medical School, made great cont-
ributions to the istitutionalization of the pharmacy profession and various
infectious diseases including cholera and versatile works like drug analysis
(Giimiis, 2007, ss. 114-115). By Minister of Finance, Agop Pasha in 1886 he
was tasked with carrying out the production of rose essences, made studies
for accustomation of rose plants to the Anatolian climate in particular by the
order of Abdulhamid II (Giinergiin, 1992: 237). Besides, Bonkowski was
appointed as the head of chemists again by Sultan Abdulhamid and was or-
dered to make drugs for the family of Sultan (irtem, 2003, s. 178).

Also August Roter who had migrated from Poland to Istanbul with his fa-
mily in 1885, was promoted as the doctor of the palace. Roter who studied
on various plants and made a drug with them, announced his name to many
places with a drug named “Microsite” which he received its patent from
Paris in 1909 (Toros, 1983, s. 28).

Another doctor who took refuge in the Ottoman Empire was Wtadystaw
Jabtonowski. Without changing his name and religion, he served as a doctor
in different places in the Ottoman army and played an important role in the
destruction of the epidemic of the cholera emerged in 1880. Again being
employed as a doctor, J. Karlinski fought against epidemic of the cholera
and promoted to the private doctor of the Sultan (Drodz, 2013). In the period
of Abdulhamid II, except the doctor refugees who promoted and got the
prominent positions due to their skills and knowledges, there were some who
served among the people. So, they were got retired and were paid salaries by
the Empire after they worked for many years (BOA. BEO. 156/11642).

There were also Polish refugees who were employed as father and son in the
service of the Ottoman Empire. Mira Bey whose father served as Sehbender
(Consul) in the Russian Embassy when he was alive, was employed as trans-
lator and clerk in the Municipality (BOA. Y. PRK. ESA. 35/70). Again the
son of Mustafa Celaleddin Pasha, who showed superior efficacy with his
knowledge and abilities in the service of the Ottoman, Mirliva (Brigadier
Genereal) Enver Bey was sent to Cuba, Austria and China as a military
expert by Abdulhamid II to solve the controversial problems of interstate
(Toros, 1983, s. 27). Also an another example which father and son served in
the Ottoman Empire, was Anton Zaporski. Zaporski, whose father had ser-
ved in the Cossacks Troops, wanted to be employed in the military. There-
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upon a broad investigation was made about him and no objection was found
for him to be a soldier (BOA. Y. MTV. 48/54).

Except the refugees who were employed at different positions of the go-
vernment, there were some who tended to various occupations in the social
life. It is possiple to show the Jews migrated from Poland, as an example for
that situation. The some of Polish Jews dealt with the butchery profession
and a few had come together and opened a slaughterhouse (BOA. DH. MKT.
1660/40). Besides, they wanted permission to construct a temple and a
school for their growing population (BOA. BEO. 756/56657).

The refugees occasionally had troubles for coming in a different culture.
Being foreigner to the society which they came in and not speaking the nati-
ve language caused serious problems at the first time. It is possiple to show
the four families of the Polish refugees, who had troubles and wanted to go
to Konya near their citizens for not knowing the language of community
they came, as an example for that (BOA. A.MKT. MHM. 524/25). This situ-
ation created serious problems in the course of employment and delayed
eployment of a refugee (BOA. DH. MKT. 523/32). During this period, the
Ottoman Empire tried to get settled and employed the refugges with the
commissions which he set up to minimize this kind of troubles.

CONCLUSION

The Ottoman Empire opened his doors to each Polish refugees who were
removed and exiled from their country by the suppressing of revolutions in
the first half of 19th century, and protected them despite the all threats. In
order to take a more comfortable life, the refugees who came with their fa-
milies, were tried to be articulated with the Ottoman society by settling and
were employed in military and or civilian life according to their skills.

While a number of refugees migrated to other countries, the others continued
to stay in the Ottoman territories. The remaining refugees went in the service
of the Ottoman by converting or not. As this situation continued for the next
years, also it didn’t change during the reign of Abdulhamid II. The refugees
were employed as soldiers, policeman, diplomats, managers, engineers, doc-
tors, pharmacists, chemist or craftsmen according to their skills. In fact, so-
me of them were taken to special services of the sultan by own of Abdulha-
mid II and they demonstrated significant efficacy. The Ottoman Empire
experienced significant changes in the sense of political, social, economic
and cultural with these refugees in the both military and bureaucratic life.
With the pluses they had, they played an important role in modernizing the
existing structure of the Ottoman Empire as qualitatively and quantitatively.
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Uzun Oz

Lehistan Rusya, Prusya ve Avusturya tarafindan 1772 ve 1795 yillar1 arasinda asa-
mal1 olarak paylasilmis ve Avrupa haritasindan tamamen silinmistir. Paylasim son-
rast siyasi bir olusum olarak varligini yitiren Lehistan’in bu durumu, Osmanli Devleti
tarafindan hi¢ bir zaman kabul edilmemis; biitiin resmi merasimlerde bagimsiz bir
Lehistan varmis gibi davranilmigtir. Bu dogrultuda Lehistan tarihinde bu diisiinceyi
vurgulayan bir rivayet soylenegelmistir. Padisah, yabanci diplomatlart kabul ettigi
yerde her zaman bir yeri bos biraktirmis ve bu yer i¢in “Lehistan elgisi yoldadir, ancak
yollardaki miiskiilat yiiziinden gecikmistir.” demis ve bu tutumuyla Osmanli Devle-
ti’nin Lehistan’a duydugu sempatiyi vurgulamistir (Reychman, 1964, s. 18).

Son paylagim sonrasinda, iggalci devletlerin yonetiminden hosnut olmayan Lehliler,
daha 6nceki donemlerde oldugu gibi baska yerlere go¢ etmislerdir. Osmanli Devleti,
bu goclere en ¢ok kucak acgan iilke olmus ve go¢ edenlere Osmanli topraklarinda
iskan hakki vermistir (Kanat, 2011, s. 85). Kendi iilkelerinde kalan Lehliler ise Le-
histan’da kurulan Rus yonetimine kars1 1830 yilinda biiyiik bir ayaklanma baslat-
muslardir. Ancak ayaklanma, Ruslar tarafindan son derece kanli bir sekilde bastiri-
linca biiyiik bir go¢ dalgasi1 daha baslamistir. G6¢ edenlerin biiyiik bir kismi Fransa
basta olmak {iizere gesitli Avrupa kentlerine yayilmiglardir. Ayaklanmada basarisiz-
liga ugrayanlarin bazilart da Osmanli Devleti’ne siginmis ve miicadelelerine burada
devam etmislerdir. Avrupa’da 1815 ve 1830 yillar1 arasinda goriilen siyasi, sosyal,
ekonomik ve kiiltiirel gelismeler, daha da giiclenerek 1848’lerde yeni bir ortam
yaratmis ve biitiin kitay1 derinden etkileyecek olan 1848 Ihtilalleri patlak vermistir
(Ugarol, 2006, s. 122). Thtilallerin etkisiyle Macaristan’da ¢ikan ayaklanmayla bas
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edemeyen Avusturya, Rusya’dan yardim istemis bunun iizerine Memleketeyn’de
(Eflak ve Bogdan) baslayan ihtilal hareketlerinden de rahatsizlik duyan Rusya, Ma-
caristan’a ordu gondererek buradaki ihtilali kanli bir sekilde bastirmustir. Ihtilal
bastirildiktan sonra Macarlar ve onlara yardim eden Lehli ihtilalciler Osmanli Devle-
ti’ne siginmaya baslamislardir. Bu sigmanlarin Rusya ve Avusturya tarafindan geri
istenmesi, Osmanli Devleti ile bu iki devletin arasini agmis ve yeni bir siyasi sorun
olan Miilteciler Meselesi’'nin giindeme gelmesine neden olmustur (Ugarol, 2006, s.
191). Miilteciler meselesinde Osmanli Devleti’nin yaptig1 ilk iyilik, bu miiltecilere
kapilarii agmasiyla baslar (Giling6rmiis, 1999: 132). Daha sonra bu topraklarda iskan-
larina ve kimisinin ihtida ederek teba statiisii kazanmasima ve belirli ziimreler i¢inde
Osmanli’nin sosyal yapisina eklemlenmesine olanak saglanmistir. Osmanli Devleti’nin
miiltecilere bu sicak yaklasim, hiirriyet ve insan haklarim savunmasi Ingiltere, Fran-
sa ve Amerika gibi iilkelerde genis yanki uyandirmis ve bu iilkeler, bu tutumundan
dolay1 Osmanli Devleti’ne sempatiyle bakmislardir (Nazir, 2002, s. 823).

Gelen miilteciler meslekleri ve uzmanlik alanlarina gore (merkezde ve diger eyalet-
lerde) istihdam edilmis ve buralarda hizmetlerini yerine getirmislerdir. Asker, dok-
tor, eczaci, mithendis, makinist, haritact, miiderris, kimyaci gibi énemli mesleklerin
yant sira arabaci, degirmenci, berber, terzi, kahveci, at ugagi, insaat ustasi, maran-
goz, itfaiyeci gibi zanaatlar da miiltecilerin istihdam edildikleri is alanlar1 arasinda
yer almistir (Giimiis, 2007, s. 52). Agirlikli olarak askeri alanda istihdam edilen
miilteciler, gesitli riitbelerle ¢ok 6nemli basarilara imza atmislardir. Bunu yaninda
zaman zaman birer fikir adami olarak da 6n plana ¢iktiklar: goriilmektedir.

Bunlardan hem Lehistan hem de Macar kahramani olan Jozef Bem (Murat Pasa),
1848 Thtilalleri’nden sonra Halep’e gelerek burada rafineri ve barut fabrikasinin
kurulmasinda etkin bir rol oynamistir. Adint Mehmed Sadik olarak degistiren Mic-
hal Czaykowski, Osmanli topraklarina gelerek pasalik riitbesine kadar yiikselmis,
Sultanin Kazak Alay1 komutani olarak gorev yapmustir. Yine Wladyslaw Koscielski,
yani Sefer Pasa, Osmanli sarayinda mihmandar olarak gorev yapmustir. iskender
Pasa ismiyle Antoni Ilinski, Mahmut Hamdi Pasa ismiyle Zygmunt Freund, Nihad
Pasa ismiyle Seweryn Belinski verimli ¢alismalar1 sayesinde pasalik riitbesine yiik-
selmislerdir. Feliks Breanski (Sahin Pasa) ve Ludwik Bystrzonowski (Arslan Pasa)
1853’teki Kirim Savasi’nda orduda gorev almislardir. Gelen miilteciler arasinda fikri
ve yapisal anlamda 6nmeli katkilar1 olan bir isim de Konstanty Borzecki, yani Mus-
tafa Celaleddin Paga’dir (Latka, 1987, s. 13). Paga’nin yazdig1 eser (Les Turcs Anci-
ent et Modernes) Osmanli-Tiirk diisiinsel dontistime katki saglamis, Tirk milliyetgi-
liginin ilk 6nemli kaynaklar1 arasinda yer almistir.

Osmanli Devleti, gelen biitlin tehditlere ragmen biiyiik bir kararlilikla bu miiltecilere
sahip ¢ikmis onlar1 koruyup kollamistir (Baykal, 1985, s. 255). Yerlestirilen ve istih-
dam edilenler nesiller boyunca Osmanli tebasi olarak burada yasamaya devam etmis-
lerdir. 1830 ve 1848 Ihtilalleri’nden sonra gelenler bunlarin ilk kusagim temsil etmek-
tedir. Caligmamizda bunlarin ardili olan ikinci kusak Lehli miiltecilerin, II. Abdiilha-
mid’in saltanati boyunca nerelerde istihdam edildikleri ve dnciileriyle kiyasla topluma
nasil eklemlendikleri incelenecektir. Osmanli Devleti, 19. yiizyilin ilk yarisinda ¢ikan
ihtilallerin bastirilmasiyla iilkelerinden ¢ikarilan ve siirglin edilen Lehli miiltecilerin
her birine tiim kapilarmi agmig ve gelen tehditlere ragmen onlar1 koruyup kollamustir.
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Aileleriyle gelen miiltecilerin iilke i¢inde daha saglikli yagsam siirebilmeleri i¢in iskan
edilerek, Osmanli toplumuyla eklemlendirilmeye galisilmis ve niteliklerine gére askeri
ya da sivil hayatta istihdam edilmislerdir. Miiltecilerin bir kismu baska yerlere go¢
etmis bir kismi da Osmanl topraklarinda kalmaya devam etmistir. Kalan miilteciler,
din degistirerek ya da degistirmeyerek Osmanlt hizmetine girmislerdir. Bu durum,
sonraki yillar boyunca devam ettigi gibi, II. Abdiilhamid’in saltanati boyunca da de-
Sismemistir. Gelen miilteciler vasiflarina gore; asker, polis, diplomat, yonetici, mii-
hendis, doktor, eczaci, kimyac1 veya bir meslek erbabi olarak istihdam edilmiglerdir.
Hatta kimisi bizzat Abdiilhamid tarafindan istihdam edilerek padisahin 6zel hizmeti-
ne alinmis, 6nemli yararliliklar gostermislerdir.

Osmanli Devleti, bu miiltecilerle hem askeri hem biirokratik hayatta; siyasi, sosyal,
ekonomik ve kiiltiirel anlamda dnemli degisimler yasamistir. Sahip olduklar artilar-
la, Osmanli Devleti’nin var olan yapisini niceliksel ve niteliksel olarak modernize
etmekte kiiciik de olsa 6nemli bir rol oynamisglardir.
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