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INTERVIEW WITH PROF. FATHALI M. MOGHADDAM: HAS
THERE BEEN A RISE IN TERRORISM AND RADICALIZATION IN
WESTERN COUNTRIES?

ABSTRACT

The Journal of Terrorism and Radicalization Studies (TRAD) is pleased to host an
interview with Prof. Fathali M. Moghaddam. Moghaddam is Professor of Psychology at
Georgetown University, Washington D.C., U.S.A. He served as Director of the
Interdisciplinary Program in Cognitive Science (2014-2020), Director of The Georgetown
University Conflict Resolution Program (2008-2014), and Editor-in-Chief, Peace and
Conflict: Journal of Peace Psychology (2014-2021; published by the American Psychological
Association). He currently serves as the Editor, Cambridge University Press, Progressive
Psychology Books Series. Dr. Moghaddam was born in Iran, educated from an early age in
England, and returned to Iran with the revolution in 1979. He was researching and teaching in
Iran during the hostage taking crisis and the first three years of the Iran-Iraqg War. He has
conducted experimental and field research, as well as been involved in applied projects, in
numerous cultural contexts and published extensively on the psychology of conflict,
radicalization and terrorism, democracy, and dictatorship. In the area of political behavior, his
most recent books are “The Psychology of Dictatorship” (2013), “The Psychology of
Democracy” (2016), “The Encyclopedia of Political Behavior” (2 vols. 2017); “Mutual
Radicalization: The Psychology of How Groups and Nations Drive Each Other to Extremes”
(2018), “The Psychology of Radical Social Change” (with B. Wagoner and J. Valsiner, 2018),
“Threat to Democracy: The Appeal of Authoritarianism in an Age of Uncertainty” (2019),
“How Psychologists Failed: We Neglected the Poor, Favored the Rich and Privileged, and
Got Science Wrong” (2022) and ‘“Political Plasticity: The Future of Democracy and
Dictatorship” (2023). His next book is entitled “The Psychology of Revolution” (March,
2024). Dr. Moghaddam has been recognized for his academic work by a number of
prestigious awards, including from the International Society of Political Psychology (ISPP).
More about his research and publications can be found on his website:
fathalimoghaddam.com.”

Keywords: Terrorism Studies, Staircase Model, Radicalisation, De-radicalisation,
Extremism.

TRAD: Prof. Moghaddam, first of all, thank you very much for accepting
our interview request. Our first question is about terrorism studies. Do you
believe that terrorism studies have made positive progress since you began
working on terrorism and extremism? Do you think that many of the most
fundamental questions in this field have been fully answered?

* This interview was held online on December 10, 2023, by Dr.Cagatay BALCI. The interview was
translated into Turkish by Erol Basaran BURAL. The views and opinions expressed in this interview are
those of the speaker.
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Prof. Moghaddam: | think the most fundamental question for terrorism
studies is: why has there been a rise in terrorism and radicalization in both
Western and non-western countries? And | think we have made some
progress towards answering this question. However, the progress is still too
limited. We have identified some characteristics of the personalities of
individuals who are more likely to become radicalized and become terrorists.
We have also identified some of the characteristics of the contexts. | believe
that context is far more important than personality factors. This is because
there are always individuals in society who are potential radicals and
potential terrorists. The question is: under what conditions do these
individuals actually carry out radical and terrorist acts? So for me, the two
important questions psychologically are: first, what are the characteristics of
the context that lead certain individuals to become radicalized in a way that
leads them to carry out terrorist acts? Second, what are the characteristics of
the individuals who are more likely to carry out such acts? In terms of
priority factors, | believe that perception of threat, people feeling threatened,
is a key factor. For example, it seems to me that in Western societies at the
moment, we have radicalization and terrorism among white nationalists. This
is because they feel threatened. In some non-western countries, we have
radicalization and terrorism among religious groups. For example, there are
Islamic terrorists, there are Jewish terrorists, and there are different types of
religious groups that are terrorists. And | believe that perception of the
threat, feeling threatened, is key. To restate, one reason why we have not
made enough progress is because we are too reductionist. We keep coming
back to personality and individual characteristics rather than giving priority
to the context and the conditions.

TRAD: Professor, do you think there is a connection or correlation between
extremism and the massiveness and rapidness of migration today? How do
you analyze this connection? What will the potential consequences of this
connection in the global context?

Prof. Moghaddam: Yes, | believe that migration is a key contributor to
radicalization and terrorism. And | have discussed this under the concept of
catastrophic evolution. The concept of catastrophic evolution applies to
plants and animals, as well as humans. When you have rapid and massive
movement of life forms, this ‘invasion’ means that some local species can be
wiped out. Local species facing such ‘invasions’ show defensive reactions
against the invasion. This happens with invasive species in plants and
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animals. | believe the same happens with humans. Of course, human beings
have always moved from place to place, but they used to walk or use animals
for transportation. Today, we have the very rapid movement of millions of
people by jet planes. Millions of people can arrive suddenly. For example,
suddenly millions of Syrians can arrive in Turkey. Suddenly, millions of
South Americans can arrive in North America. The sudden appearance of
these people leads to perceptions of threat. In the Islamic world, one of the
perceptions of threat is the invasion by Western values and Western culture.
And traditional Muslims feel they are being invaded. It is not just an
invasion of soldiers; it is an invasion of cultural phenomena, particularly
those related to gender roles, and the rights and duties of men and women in
society. Traditionalists feel very threatened, because they feel that ‘alien’
rights and duties are being imposed on them. They are being told to change
their relationships with their wives and daughters, for example. | believe this
is part of what explains Islamic radicalization and terrorism.

TRAD: You are the founding father of the “Staircase Theory” in the
terrorism studies. So, if we look other side, do you think this theory also
explanatory for disengagement, de-radicalization and counter-extremism? Is
there any possibility to say that a counter-extremism staircase theory can be
build?

Prof. Moghaddam: First, as a reminder of the basics of the staircase model,
it is useful to conceptualize a pyramid as below.

Figure 1. Schematic Representation of the Staircase to Terrorism Model
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Each level of the staircase is characterized by particular psychological
processes, starting with subjective deprivation on the Ground Floor. The
number of people on each level decreases as one goes up the staircase.

| think the staircase model is a useful model still. But | think there are
two ways it can be adapted.

One is that when | put forward the staircase model, | had not worked
on specializations in terrorism. Starting with a later book called “From the
Terrorist Point of View” I conducted more research on specializations in
terrorism. | identified nine different specializations in terrorism and which
stairs on the staircase these specializations are located. Ten different criteria
were used to examine the activities of terrorists and to classify terrorist
specializations. These criteria were: asset, what is the main asset that the
individual brings to the network/movement? Function: what main
function(s) does the individual serve in the network/movement? Service
length: what length of time does the individual serve in the
network/movement? Means of contact: how is the individual in contact with
others in the network/movement? Contact with public: does the individual
have overt or covert contact with the public? Expertise: what kind and level
of skills does the individual possess? Are these skills at an expert level and
can they be used to strengthen the network/movement? Demographic
characteristics: what are the demographic characteristics of the individual?
Location: where is the individual located geographically? Motivation: what
motivates the individual to be part of the network/movement? Psychological
marker: what is the individual's most important and distinct psychological
marker? These ten criteria were used to identify and examine nine different
terrorist specializations.

| also worked on the level of influence associated with each different
specialization, as below:

Level of Affluence Type of Specialization

Higher Affluence Source of Inspiration (inspiring leaders)
Fundraiser (financial conmections)
Networker (social connections)
Expert (technical)
Cell Manager
Local Agitator and Guide
Local Cell Member

Lower Affluence Fodder (carries out terrorist act)
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Another way in which the staircase model could be improved, and we
have done some work on this, is how the staircase relates to de-
radicalization. In looking at case studies of de-radicalization, we concluded
that de-radicalization does not necessarily involve coming down the staircase
in the same way that the person went up. Coming down the staircase can be
different from the way the person went up. And again, a number of
contextual factors are important. For example, the age of the radicalized
person is very important. At the age of 22, the person goes up to staircase,
but at the age of 30, the way they come down can be very different. So, age
is a big factor, and of course we know that as we age, some of our biological
characteristics change as well.

TRAD: Are there any patterns in the push and pull factors that disengage or
de-radicalization of the people from violent extremism?

Prof. Moghaddam: Yes, | think again we can look at two sets of push and
pull factors. The first set has to do with the individual characteristics of the
radicalized person, personality factors, and other factors within the person.
The second set has to do with the context and how we change the context.
We know that in terms of personality factors, some are rigid, meaning that
they won't change quickly. | have discussed this under the concept of
plasticity, particularly political plasticity (in a book with this title published
in 2023). Political plasticity is about how fast and in what ways political
behavior does (or does not) change. We know from research that there are
some severe limitations to how this change takes place. For example,
consider the relationship between the person and leadership. That tends to be
very rigid, and it's very difficult to change. Let me give you an example. We
can see this rigid or limited political plasticity in revolutions.

Let me take the example of the lIranian Revolution. Before the
Revolution, the Shah was the absolute authority. People obeyed the Shah.
We got rid of the Shah after the revolution; we had no Shah. But what did
we have? We had another leader who people had to obey absolutely. So, the
leader can change, but the relationship between leadership and followership
is far more difficult to change. | believe that these are examples of low
political plasticity. The same problem arises in radicalization. When people
feel threatened, they go back to strong leadership. And you can see that in
the United States. People feel threatened; the white nationalists feel
threatened, and so they follow what they see as a ‘strong leader’ like Donald
Trump. So authoritarian leadership at the level of radicalization and
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personality—this relationship between the individual and the leader and
personality—is very difficult to change, particularly for authoritarian
personalities. We know a lot about authoritarian personalities since the
research of the 1950s. They called it the “f scale” because initially it was the
pro-fascism scale. And that personality has a very strong link to authoritarian
leadership. So this is a problem that we need to tackle with terrorism and
radicalization. In Western countries, people are just realizing that they have a
problem of radicalization and terrorism among white nationalists. The
problem in western societies is not Islamic radicalism, is not Islamic
terrorism; it is white nationalist radicalization.

Another aspect of the context that is associated with increased relative
deprivation and radicalization is increasing wealth concentration. There is
more and more wealth in the hands of fewer and fewer people, and the
masses are feeling more and more of a distance between themselves and the
super-rich. This is happening in many different countries. There is a
tendency for the masses to be attracted to authoritarian personalities who
promise them a better future, by destroying the system. Authoritarian leaders
are promising to lead the masses to revolutionary change.

However, my message is that revolutions are not the answer. In my
book ‘The Psychology of Revolution’ (2024), I show that the so-called
‘great revolutions’ did not provide solutions for the masses. Incremental
reforms provide better results. The ‘great revolutions’ — including recent
ones (the Arab Spring, the Iranian revolution) only replaced one set of
dictators with new dictators.

TRAD: Do you think that social media has a negative effect on the
radicalization of individuals? How social media effect the radicalization
processes? Is social media a “gift” for terrorist organizations? How can
governments tackle social media problems from a counter-terrorism and
psychological perspective?

Prof. Moghaddam: Social media is without doubt the greatest weapon of
terrorists and radicals. I think if you look at 9/11 and Osama bin Laden and
what happened after that, terrorist networks used social media very well —
particularly in the initial years after 9/11. And if you look at radicalization
among white nationalists in Europe and North America, they are using social
media very effectively to radicalize and strengthen authoritarian political
parties. So for me, there is a direct link between individual terrorists and the
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bigger movements of radicalization on the political right. And this is all
linked through social media. It is a symbiotic relationship. And the challenge
is especially for democratic countries that want to maintain an open social
media. How do they control social media so that radicals and terrorists do
not take advantage? You can see this problem, particularly when you have
an authoritarian leader who is good at using social media. You can see this in
different countries in Europe right now, where right-wing authoritarian
leaders are making progress. You can see this in the United States, where
Donald Trump is making very strong progress using social media. And this
is something that Islamic terrorism started to use, but now white nationalists
are using it even more effectively. So how do we teach people how to handle
social media in this era? | think we have to start in school. We have to start
with 5-year-old children. We have to teach children to be resilient, and we
have to start very early. We have the psychological knowledge to set up the
needed programs. This is the only way, because we need to have children
grow up with this awareness. Otherwise, the movement towards the political
radical right, the movement towards authoritarianism, will continue. And
this movement towards authoritarianism will normalize radical politics and
terrorism of different types.

Finally, when I refer to terrorism, I don’t just mean throwing a bomb.
I also mean attacking freedom of speech and your liberty so that you come
under the control of an authoritarian leader and regime. Consequently, it is
imperative for terrorism studies to look wider. And not just to look at who is
going to throw the bomb, but to look at who is going to attack our freedoms,
who is going to attack our liberties. Thus, my message to the researchers
who are interested in radicalization and terrorism is to look more broadly.
When we look at the staircase to terrorism at the moment, 99% of our
attention is on the final level of the staircase. We are looking only at where
the bomb is thrown. We need to look at the lower levels. We need to look at
where it starts and to worry about the attacks on our liberties, the attacks on
our freedoms, and the rise of authoritarian leadership, especially with
globalization and the threats that people feel from outsiders.

TRAD: Professor, thank you for answering our interview questions.
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PROF. FATHALI M. MOGHADDAM iLE SOYLESI:
BATI ULKELERINDE TERORIZM VE RADIKALLESMEDE ARTIS
VAR MI?

OZET

Oncelikle, Terdérizm ve Radikallesme Cahigmalari Dergisi (TRAD) olarak, Prof.
Fathali M. Moghaddam ile sdylesi yapmaktan duydugumuz mutlulugu belirtmek isteriz. Prof.
Moghaddam, Georgetown Universitesinde Psikoloji Profesorii olarak gérev yapmaktadir.
Prof. Moghaddam daha 6nce, Biligsel Bilimlerde Disiplinlerarasi Program Direktori (2014-
2020), Georgetown Universitesi Catisma Coziimii Programi Baskam (2008-2014) ve
Amerikan Psikoloji Dernegi tarafindan yayimlanan Baris ve Catisma: Baris Psikolojisi
Dergisi (2014-2021) Bas Editorii olarak gorev yapmustir. Halen Cambridge Universitesi
Yayinlari, Yenilik¢i Psikoloji Kitaplari Serisinin Editérliigiinii yapmaktadir. fran’da diinyaya
gelen Dr. Moghaddam, kiiciik yaslardan itibaren Ingiltere’de egitim gormiis ve 1979
devrimiyle birlikte fran’a dénmiistiir. ABD Biiyiikelgiligi rehine krizi ve Iran-Irak Savasi’nin
ilk {i¢ yilinda Iran’da 6gretmenlik ve aragtirmalar yapmustir. Prof. Moghaddam kiiltiirel
baglamda deneysel ve saha arastirmalart yiirlitmiis, uygulamali projelerde yer almis, ¢atisma
psikolojisi, radikallesme ve terdrizm, demokrasi ve diktatorliik lizerine kapsamli yayinlar
yapmustir. Siyasal davramig alaninda yayimladigi en son kitaplari arasinda “Diktatorligiin
Psikolojisi” (2013), “Demokrasi Psikolojisi” (2016), “Siyasal Davranis Ansiklopedisi” (2 cilt.
2017), “Karsilikli Radikallesme: Gruplarin ve Milletlerin Birbirlerini Asiriliklara Nasil
Siiriiklediginin Psikolojisi” (2018), “Radikal Sosyal Degisimin Psikolojisi” (B. Wagoner ve J.
Valsiner ile birlikte, 2018), “Demokrasiye Tehdit: Demokrasinin Cekiciligi”, “Belirsizlik
Caginda Otoriterlik” (2019), “Psikologlar Nasil Basarisiz Oldu: Yoksullar1 Thmal Ettik,
Zengin ve Ayricaliklilar1 Kayirdik, Bilimi Yanlis Anladik” (2022) ve “Siyasi Esneklik:
Demokrasinin ve Diktatorliigiin Gelecegi” (2023) isimli kitaplar bulunmaktadir. 2024 yilinda
yayimlanacak bir sonraki kitabi “Devrimin Psikolojisi” (Mart 2024) adini tagimaktadir. Dr.
Moghaddam, akademik calismalarindan dolayr Uluslararasi Politik Psikoloji Dernegi
(International Society of Political Psychology - ISPP) de dahil olmak iizere ¢ok sayida
prestijli 6diile layik goriilmiistiir. Arastirmalari ve yayinlari hakkinda daha fazla bilgiye
kisisel web sitesinden erigebilirsiniz: fathalimoghaddam.com.’

Anahtar  Kelimeler:  Terdrizm  Calismalar,  Merdiven — Modeli,  Radikallesme,
Radikallesmeden Déniis, Asirilik¢ilik.

TRAD: Prof. Moghaddam, oncelikle soylesi talebimizi kabul ettiginiz i¢in
cok tesekkiir ederiz. Soylesimizin ilk sorusu terdrizm caligmalariyla ilgili
olacak. Teror ve asirilikgilik {izerine ¢alismaya basladiginizdan bu yana bu
alandaki ¢alismalarm olumlu ilerleme kaydettigini diisiiniiyor musunuz? Bu

T Bu sdylesi 10 Aralik 2023 tarihinde ¢evrimigi olarak Dr.Cagatay BALCI tarafindan gergeklestirilmistir.
Soylesi Erol Basaran BURAL tarafindan Tiirk¢e’ye cevrilmistir. Soyleside ifade edilen goriis ve
diisiinceler konugmaciya aittir.
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alandaki en temel sorularin ¢ogunun tam olarak yanitlandigini diigtiniiyor
musunuz?

Prof. Moghaddam: Bence terorizm arastirmalari i¢in en temel soru sudur:
hem Batili hem de Batili olmayan iilkelerde terérizm ve radikallesme neden
artt1? Ve sanirim bu soruyu yanitlama yolunda bir miktar ilerleme kaydettik.
Ancak bu konudaki ilerleme hala ¢ok sinirli. Calismalarimizda radikallesen
ve terdrist olma olasiligi yiiksek olan bireylerin kisiliklerinin bazi
ozelliklerini Dbelirleyebildik. Ayrica baglamlarin bazi ozelliklerini de
belirleyebildik. Ben, baglamin kisilik faktorlerinden ¢ok daha onemli
olduguna inantyorum. Ciinkii toplumda potansiyel radikal ve terorist bireyler
her zaman vardir. Soru su: Bu kisiler ger¢ekte hangi kosullar altinda radikal
eylemler ve terdr eylemleri gerceklestiriyorlar?

Dolayisiyla benim i¢in psikolojik ac¢idan iki 6nemli soru sunlardir:
Birincisi, belirli bireylerin terdr eylemleri gergeklestirmesine yol agacak
sekilde radikallesmesine yol agan baglamin &zellikleri nelerdir? ikincisi, bu
tiir eylemleri gergeklestirme olasiligi daha yiiksek olan bireylerin 6zellikleri
nelerdir? Oncelik faktérleri agisindan bakildiginda tehdit algismin, insanlarm
kendilerini tehdit altinda hissetmesinin 6nemli bir faktor oldugunu
diistinliyorum. Bana Gyle geliyor ki su anda Bati toplumlarinda beyazlarin
istiinliigiinii savunan milliyetciler arasinda radikallesme ve terérizm var.
Bunun nedeni kendilerini tehdit altinda hissetmeleridir. Batili olmayan bazi
iilkelerde dini gruplar arasinda radikallesme ve terdrizm yasaniyor. Ornegin
Islamer teréristler var, Yahudi terdristler var ve terdrist olan farkl tiirde dini
gruplar var. Ve ben tehdidin algilanmasinin, tehdit altinda hissetmenin ¢ok
onemli olduguna inamiyorum. Tekrar ifade etmek gerekirse, yeterince
ilerleme kaydedememis olmamizin bir nedeni de fazla indirgemeci
olmamizdir. Baglam ve kosullara 6ncelik vermek yerine kisilige ve bireysel
ozellikler tizerinde galisip duruyoruz.

TRAD: Profesor, sizce asirilik¢ilik ile giiniimiizde yasanan kitlesel ve hizh
go¢ hareketleri arasinda bir iliski var mi? Bu iliskiyi nasil analiz
ediyorsunuz? Bu iligkinin kiiresel baglamda potansiyel sonuglari ne yonde
olabilir?

Prof. Moghaddam: Evet, gogiin radikallesmeye ve terdrizme Onemli bir
katki sagladigma inamiyorum. Ve bunu “yikict evrim” kavramu bashgi
altinda tartistim. Yikict evrim kavrami insanlar i¢in oldugu kadar bitkiler ve
hayvanlar i¢in de gegerlidir. Yasam formlarinin hizli ve kitlesel hareketi stz
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konusu oldugunda bu “istila”, bazi yerel tiirlerin yok olabilecegi anlamina
gelir. Bu tiir “istilalarla” kars1 karsiya kalan yerel tiirler, istilaya kars
savunma tepkileri gosterirler. Bu durum, istilact bitki ve hayvan tiirlerinde
goruliir. Aynm seyin insanlarda da olduguna inantyorum. Elbette insanoglu
her zaman bir yerden bir yere hareket eder ve genellikle bu hareketi
yiirliyerek ya da hayvanlar1 tasima araci olarak kullanarak yapardi. Bugiin
ise milyonlarca insanin jet ugaklariyla ¢cok hizli hareket ettigini goriiyoruz.
Milyonlarca insan aniden gelebilir. Mesela bir anda milyonlarca Suriyeli
Tiirkiye’ye gelebilir. Aniden milyonlarca Giiney Amerikali Kuzey
Amerika’ya gelebilir. Bu kisilerin aniden ortaya ¢ikmalari tehdit algisina yol
agmaktadir. Islam diinyasindaki tehdit algilarindan biri de Bati degerlerinin
ve Bati kiiltliriinlin istilasidir. “Gelenek¢i Miislimanlar” iggal edildiklerini
hissediyorlar. Bu sadece askeri bir isgali degil; kiiltiirel olgularm, 6zellikle
cinsiyet ve toplumdaki kadin ve erkeklerin haklar1 - rolleriyle ilgili olgularm
istilasidir. Gelenekgiler kendilerini tehdit altinda hissediyorlar ¢iinkii
“yabancilarm” haklarmin kendilerine dayatildigim diisiiniiyorlar. Ornegin
esleri ve kizlariyla iliskilerini degistirmeleri gerektigi kendilerine séyleniyor.
Bunun Islami radikallesmeyi ve terdrizmi aciklayan seyin bir pargasi
olduguna inantyorum.

TRAD: Terorizm arastirmalarinda siklikla kullanilan “Merdiven Teorisinin”
kurucususunuz. Bu teorinin aynmi zamanda radikallesmeden doniis (de-
radicalization), siddetten kopus (disengagement) ve asirilik¢ilik ile
miicadele siireclerini de aciklayabilecegini diisiiniiyor musunuz? Sizce,
asirilikgilikla micadele cergevesinde merdiven teorisinin kullanilabilecegini
soyleyebilmek mimkin ma?

Prof. Moghaddam: Oncelikle merdiven modelinin temellerini hatirlatmak
adina piramidi asagidaki gibi kavramsallastirmakta fayda var.

Sekil 1. Modelinin Teorisinin Sematik Gosterimi
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Merdivenin her kati, zemin katta yer alan goreceli yoksunluktan
baslayarak belirli psikolojik siireglerle karakterize edilir. Merdivenden
yukar1 ¢ikildikga her kattaki insan sayisi azalir. Ben merdiven modelinin
halen kullanigli bir model oldugunu, ancak modeli uyarlanmanin,
glincellemenin iki yolu oldugunu diisiiniiyorum.

Birincisi, merdiven modelini ortaya koydugumda terdr konusunda
uzmanlagsma c¢alismamistim. Daha sonra “Terdrist Bakis Acisindan” adli
kitabimla baglayarak terdrizm {izerine daha fazla arastirma yaptim.
Terorizmde dokuz farkli 6zelligi ve bu ozelliklerin hangi basamakta yer
aldigin tespit ettim. Terorist faaliyetleri incelemek ve terdrist dzelliklerini
siniflandirmak i¢in on farkli kriter kullandim. Bu kriterler;

- Kazang: bireyin aga/harekete kattig1 ana kazang nedir?
- Islev: Birey agda/harekette hangi ana isleve/islevlere hizmet ediyor?
- Hizmet siiresi: Birey agda/harekette ne kadar siire hizmet ediyor?

- lletisim araclari: Birey agdaki/hareketteki diger kisilerle nasil
iletigim kuruyor?

- Halkla temas: Bireyin halkla agik veya gizli temas1 var mm?

- Uzmanlik: Birey ne tir ve ne diizeyde becerilere sahiptir? Bu
beceriler uzmanlik diizeyinde midir ve agiv/hareketi giliclendirmek igin
kullanilabilir mi?

- Demografik dzellikler: Bireyin demografik dzellikleri nelerdir?
- Konum: Birey cografi olarak nerede konumlaniyor?
- Motivasyon: Bireyi agin/hareketin parcasi olmaya ne motive eder?

- Psikolojik belirteg: Bireyin en 6nemli ve belirgin psikolojik belirteci
nedir?

Bu on kriter, dokuz farkli terdrist 6zelligini belirlemek ve incelemek
icin kullanilmistir. Ayrica her farkli uzmanlikla iligkili etki diizeyi iizerinde
de asagidaki gibi calistim:
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Refah Seviyesi Ozellik

Yiksek Refah Seviyesi [Tham Kaynag: (ilham veren liderler)
Finans Saglayan (finansal baglantilar)
Ag Kuran (sosyal baglantilar)
Uzman (teknik)
Hdicre Yoneticisi
Yerel Provokator ve Rehber
Yerel Hiicre Uyesi

Diisiik Refah Seviyesi Yem (terdr eylemi gergeklestirir)

Merdiven modelinin gelistirilebilmesi i¢in bir baska yol da,
merdivenin radikallesmeden doniisle olan iligkisidir. Radikallesmeyle ilgili
vaka c¢alismalarina baktigimizda, radikallesmeden doniis igin kisinin
merdivenlerden yukar1 ¢iktigi gibi inmesi gerekti§i sonucuna vardik.
Merdivenden inis, kisinin c¢ikis seklinden farkli olabilir. Ve yine, bir dizi
baglamsal faktor énemlidir. Ornegin radikallesen kisinin yas1 bu noktada ok
onemlidir. Kisi 22 yasinda merdivenlere ¢ikar ama 30 yasinda inisi ¢ok
farkli olabilir. Yani yas biiylik bir faktérdiir ve elbette yaslandikca bazi
biyolojik 6zelliklerimizin de degistigini biliyoruz.

TRAD: Size gore, insanlar1 siddete varan asirilikciliktan veya
radikallesmeden uzaklastiran, siddetten kopusa ve radikallesmeden doniise
yoOnelten itici ve ¢ekici nedenlere ait herhangi bir kalip var mi?

Prof. Moghaddam: Evet, samirim bu konuda yine iki grup itici ve ¢ekici
faktore bakabiliriz. 1k grup radikallesen kisinin bireysel 6zellikleri, kisilik
faktorleri ve kisinin icindeki diger faktorlerle ilgilidir. Ikinci grup ise
baglamla ve baglami nasil degistirdigimizle ilgilidir. Kisilik faktorleri
acisindan bazilarinin kat1 oldugunu, yani hizli bir sekilde degismeyeceklerini
biliyoruz. Bunu “esneklik” kavram altinda, ozellikle de “politik esneklik”
baslig1 altinda, 2023’te yaymlanan bu baslktaki bir kitabimda ele almigtim.

o

Politik esneklik, siyasi davranisin ne kadar hizli ve ne sekilde degistigi veya

12



_ Prof. Fathali M. Moghaddam ile Séylesi
Bati Ulkelerinde Terorizm ve Radikallesmede Artis Var Mi?

degismedigi ile ilgilidir.  Arastirmalardan bu  degisimin  nasil
gerceklesecegine dair bazi ciddi simirlamalar oldugunu biliyoruz. Ornegin
kisi ile liderlik arasindaki iligkiyi diisiiniin. Bu ¢ok kati olma egilimindedir
ve degismesi ¢ok zordur. Bir 6rnek vermek gerekirse bu kati ya da sinirh
politik esnekligi devrimlerde gorebildigimizi sdyleyebiliriz.

[ran Devrimi 6rnegini ele alayim. Devrimden 6nce Sah mutlak
otoriteydi. Insanlar Sah’a itaat ettiler. Devrimden sonra Sah’tan kurtulduk;
artik bir Sahimiz yoktu. Peki, ne vardi? Insanlarin mutlak itaat etmesi
gereken bir liderimiz daha vardi. Yani lider degisebilir ama liderlik ile
takipeilik arasindaki iliskinin degismesi ¢ok daha zordur. Bunlarin diisiik
politik esneklik 6rnekleri olduguna inanityorum. Ayni sorun radikallesmede
de ortaya ¢ikiyor. Insanlar kendilerini tehdit altinda hissettiklerinde giiglii
liderlige yeniden yonelirler. Bu durumu Amerika Birlesik Devletleri’nde de
gorebilirsiniz. Insanlar kendilerini tehdit altinda hissediyor; beyazlarm
istiinliigiinii savunan milliyetgiler kendilerini tehdit altinda hissediyorlar ve
bu nedenle Donald Trump gibi “gl¢lii bir lider” olarak gordiikleri kisinin
pesinden gidiyorlar. Dolayisiyla radikallesme ve kisilik diizeyindeki otoriter
liderligin, birey ile lider ve kisilik arasindaki bu iliskinin, degismesi 6zellikle
otoriter kisilikler i¢in ¢ok zordur. 1950’lerdeki arastirmalardan bu yana
otoriter kisilikler hakkinda ¢ok sey biliyoruz. Baslangigta fagizm yanlisi
oldugu icin buna “f dlgegi” adin1 verdiler. Ve bu kisiligin otoriter liderlikle
cok giliclii bir baglantist var. Dolayisiyla bu olgu, terérizm ve
radikallesmeyle miicadele etmemiz gereken bir sorundur. Batili iilkelerde
insanlar beyazlarin {istiinliigiinii savunan milliyetciler arasinda radikallesme
ve terér sorunuyla karsi karsiya olduklarini yeni yeni fark ediyorlar. Bati
toplumlarindaki sorun Islami radikalizm degil, Islami terérizm degil; beyaz
istiinliigiinii savunan milliyet¢i radikallesmedir.

Baglamin artan goreli yoksunluk ve radikallesmeyle iligkili bir bagka
yonil de artan servet artigidir. Gittikce daha az insan daha fazla zengin hale
geliyor. Kitleler kendileriyle zenginler arasinda giderek daha fazla mesafe
oldugunu hissediyor. Bu durum bir¢ok farkli iilkede yasaniyor. Yani,
kitlelerin, sistemi yikarak kendilerine daha iyi bir gelecek vaat eden otoriter
kisiliklere kapilma egilimi var. Otoriter liderler kitleleri devrimei degisime
yonlendirme so6zii veriyorlar. Ancak benim mesajim devrimlerin ¢oziim
olmadigidir. “Devrimin Psikolojisi” (2024) adli kitabimda s6zde “biiyiik
devrimlerin” kitlelere ¢6ziim getirmedigini anlattim. Devrimlerden ziyade
kademeli reformlar daha iyi sonuglar saglarlar. “Biiyiik devrimler”, son
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dénemdeki Arap Bahari ve iran Devrimi de dahil olmak iizere, yalnizca bir
grup diktatorin yerine yeni diktatorleri getirdi.

TRAD: Sosyal medyanin bireylerin radikallesmesinde olumsuz bir etkisi
oldugunu diisiiniiyor musunuz? Sosyal medya radikallesme siireclerini nasil
etkiliyor? Sosyal medya teror orgiitlerine bir “hediye” midir? Hiikiimetler
sosyal medya sorunlarini terdrle miicadele ve psikolojik agidan nasil ele
alabilir?

Prof. Moghaddam: Sosyal medya siiphesiz teréristlerin ve radikallerin en
biiyiik silahidir. 11 Eyliil’e, Usame bin Ladin’e ve sonrasinda yasananlara
bakarsaniz, 6zellikle 11 Eyliil’den sonraki ilk yillarda terér aglarmin sosyal
medyay1 ¢ok iyi kullandigim goririiz. Avrupa ve Kuzey Amerika’daki
beyazlarin  Ustiinliiglinii  savunan  milliyetcilerin  radikallesmelerine
bakarsaniz, otoriter siyasi partileri radikallestirmek ve gii¢clendirmek igin
sosyal medyay1 ¢ok etkili bir sekilde kullandiklarini anlariz. Dolayisiyla
bana gore bireysel teréristler ile siyasal sagdaki biiyiik radikallesme
hareketleri arasmda dogrudan bir baglanti var ve bunlarin hepsi sosyal
medya ile araciligiyla birbirlerine baglaniyorlar. Bu simbiyotik bir iligki.

Bu zorluk 6zellikle agik bir sosyal medya politikasinm1 devam ettirmek
isteyen demokratik 0lkeler icin gecerlidir. Radikallerin ve terdristlerin
faydalanmamalar1 icin sosyal medyay1 nasil kontrol ediyorlar? Ozellikle
sosyal medyayi iyi kullanan otoriter bir lideriniz oldugunda bu sorunu daha
iyi gorebilirsiniz. Bu duruma su anda sagci otoriter liderlerin ilerleme
kaydettigi Avrupa’nimn farkli {ilkelerinde rastlayabilirsiniz. Yine bu durumu,
Donald Trump’in sosyal medyay: kullanarak ¢ok giiclii bir ilerleme
kaydettigi Amerika Birlesik Devletleri’nde gorebilirsiniz. Sosyal medya
“Islamci terérizmin” kullanmaya basladig1 bir sey iken simdilerde beyazlarm
Ustiinliiglinii savunan milliyetciler bunu daha da etkili bir sekilde
kullaniyorlar. Peki, bu ¢agda insanlara sosyal medyay1 nasil kullanacaklarini
nasil Ogretecegiz? Bence bu konudaki oOgretime okulda 5 yasindaki
cocuklarla baglamaliyiz. Cocuklara dayanikli olmay1 6gretmeliyiz ve buna
cok erken yasta baslamaliyiz. Thtiyacimiz olan programlar1 baslatabilecek
psikolojik bilgiye sahibiz. Tek yol budur ¢iinkii gocuklarimizin bu bilingle
yetismesi gerekiyor. Aksi takdirde siyasal radikal saga dogru hareket,
otoriterlige dogru hareket devam edecektir. Ve otoriterlige dogru yonelen bu
hareket, radikal siyaseti ve farkl tiirden terérizmi normallestirecektir.

14



_ Prof. Fathali M. Moghaddam ile Séylesi
Bati Ulkelerinde Terorizm ve Radikallesmede Artis Var Mi?

Son olarak terérizm derken sadece bomba atmayr kastetmiyorum.
Ayrica otoriter bir liderin ve rejimin kontroline girmek igin ifade
Ozgirligiine ve Ozgirliigiiniize saldirmayr da kastediyorum. Dolayisiyla
terérizm arastirmalarinin daha genis kapsamh ele alinmasi zorunludur. Ve
sadece bombayi kimin atacagina bakmak degil, kimin ozgirliikklerimize
saldiracagina, kimin 6zgiirliiklerimize saldiracagina da bakmak gereklidir.
Bu nedenle radikallesme ve terdrizmle ilgilenen arastirmacilara mesajim
daha genis kapsamli bakmalaridir. Su anda terérizme dogru tirmanan
merdivenlere baktigimizda dikkatimizin %99’u merdivenin son katina
yoneliktir. Biz sadece bombanin nereye atildigina bakiyoruz. Daha alt
seviyelere bakmamiz lazim. Nereden basladigina bakmamiz ve
Ozgiirliiklerimize yonelik saldirilar ile otoriter liderligin yiikselisi konusunda
endiselenmemiz, oOzellikle kiiresellesme ve insanlarin disaridan hissettigi
tehditlerle birlikte konuyu ele almamiz gerekiyor.

TRAD: Profesdr, roportaj sorularimizi yanitladiginiz igin tesekkiir ederiz.
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