
Çağ Üniversitesi Sosyal Bilimler Dergisi 
Cilt 20, Sayı 2, ss. 133-147, 2023 
ISSN:1304-8392  
https://dergipark.org.tr/cagsbd 

Geliş Tarihi / Received: 30.11.2023   
Kabul Tarihi / Accepted: 18.12.2023 

Araştırma Makalesi / Research Article 

 

133 

 

ESG Integration into Financial Markets: A Comprehensive Exploration 

of Concepts and Implementation 

Dr. Elif ACAR1  

 
ABSTRACT: This research paper aims to provide a comprehensive understanding of broad 

Environmental, Social, and Governance (ESG) practices and their implications, with a specific focus 

on their integration into financial products. The paper offers a general overview of ESG, including its 

key components, growing importance across sectors, historical evolution, regulatory developments, 

and challenges in reporting standardization efforts. It extensively discusses the transformation of ESG 

into financial products, such as ESG-focused indices, ESG-focused Exchange Traded Funds (ETFs), 

impact investing, green bonds, and ESG derivatives. The research aims to lay the groundwork for 

understanding the broader implications of ESG for businesses, investors, and society by adopting a 

pragmatic approach, emphasizing practical insights, while offering thought exercises for academic 

research. 
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Finansal Piyasalarda ÇSY Entegrasyonu: Kavramlar Ve Uygulama Üzerine Kapsamlı 

Bir İnceleme 
ÖZ: Bu araştırma, Çevresel, Sosyal ve Kurumsal Yönetim (ÇSY) uygulamalarını ve etkilerini 

kavramsal olarak ayrıntılı bir şekilde açıklamayı ve finansal ürünlere entegrasyonuna odaklanarak 

finans dünyasında yaygınlaşan yansımalarını incelemeyi hedeflemektedir. Araştırmada, ÇSY’nin 

temel bileşenleri, çeşitli sektörlerdeki önemi, kavramın tarihsel gelişimi, düzenleyici gelişmeler ve 

ÇSY uygulamalarının raporlanmasının standartlaştırılmasıyla ilgili zorluklar ele alınmaktadır. 

Ayrıntılı olarak, ÇSY ile ilgili faaliyetlerin finansal ürünlere dönüşümü tartışılmaktadır. Bu 

kapsamda, ÇSY odaklı Borsa Endeksleri, ÇSY odaklı Borsa Yatırım Fonları, etki yatırımları, yeşil 

tahviller ve ÇSY türevleri gibi finansal ürünler örnek olarak incelenmektedir. Bu çalışmayla, 

işletmeler, yatırımcılar ve toplum tarafından ÇSY'nin geniş etkilerinin anlaşılması için temel bir 

altyapı sunmak ve akademik çevreler için düşünsel açılımlar ortaya koymak hedeflenmektedir. 

Erişilebilirlik ve pratiklik sağlamak amacıyla, genel argümanları desteklemek için yaygın kabul 

gören prensiplere ve gerçek dünya uygulamalarına yer verilmiştir. 
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Ürünler, Türevler. 
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1. Introduction 

1.1. Environmental, Social and Governance (ESG) Overview 

ESG refers to a comprehensive framework that incorporates environmental, social, and governance 

considerations into investment analysis and corporate decision-making processes (EUROSIF, 2018)2. 

Environmental factors focus on a company's impact on the environment, including its carbon emissions, 

utilization of natural resources, waste management, and commitment to renewable energy. Social factors 

relate to a company's relationships with its employees, customers, communities, and other stakeholders. 

Governance factors pertain to the effectiveness of a company's governance practices, including board 

composition, executive compensation, risk management, and shareholder rights. 

ESG is closely linked to sustainability as it encompasses key aspects that drive sustainable 

practices and outcomes. Environmental considerations within ESG are aimed at addressing challenges 

such as the impacts of climate change, the depletion of resources, environmental pollution, and the 

preservation of biodiversity, which are believed to be fundamental to achieving long-term environmental 

sustainability. The social aspect of ESG spans such dimensions like respect for human rights, just labor 

practices, involvement in the community, and diversity of the work force, as well as maintaining a 

workplace that ensures employees feel welcome. By focusing on good governance practices, ESG is 

expected to safeguard transparency, accountability, and ethical behavior, which are deemed important for 

creating sustainable business models and institutions. 

1.2. Significance of ESG in Today's Business and Investment Landscape 

ESG has gained significant traction in recent years, primarily due to the increasing attention and 

demand for “sustainable and responsible investing”, a term used by industry participants to denote more 

ethical and sustainable investment options. The shift toward sustainable investing practices can be 

attributed to several factors.  

Firstly, there is a growing awareness of the interconnectedness between environmental, social, and 

governance factors and financial performance (Brooks and Oikonomou, 2018; Friede, et al., 2015). 

Investors recognize that companies with strong ESG practices tend to exhibit better long-term 

performance and risk management. (Eccles, et al., 2014; Deng, et al., 2013).  

Secondly, investors have been demonstrating a desire to align their portfolios with their values by 

incorporating sustainability considerations into their investment decisions (Lydenberg, 2013). While 

some investors want to support companies that prioritize ethical practices, social well-being, and 

environmental stewardship, others transition to socially responsible investing primarily to capitalize on 

emerging financial opportunities or mitigate potential risks associated with environmental and social 

sustainability aspects (Chatzitheodorou et al., 2019). 

Additionally, regulatory initiatives and frameworks play a crucial role in promoting ESG 

integration. Mandatory sustainability reporting and disclosure requirements encourage companies to be 

more transparent about their ESG performance (Damall, et al., 2022). Furthermore, it has been 

demonstrated by Damall, et al. (2014) that firms that follow ESG guidelines disclose 39% more 

sustainability information compared to firms that publish sustainability reports but do not follow ESG 

reporting guidelines. The findings form empirical studies also suggest that disclosure of corporate social 

responsibility type of activities lead to higher access to capital, stemming from the hypothesis that “higher 

levels of transparency reduce informational asymmetries between the firm and investors, thus mitigating 

perceived risk” (Ioannou and Serafeim, 2014: 15-17). 

Finally, the emergence of sustainable finance instruments, such as green bonds and impact 

investment funds, provides dedicated avenues for investors to support environmentally and socially 

beneficial projects (Zhan and Santos-Paulino, 2021). 

Largely, these factors collectively drive the prominence of ESG in the investment landscape. 

Institutional investors, asset managers, and shareholders are gradually integrating ESG considerations 

into their investment strategies. In response to this growing demand, corporations and managers are 

increasingly adopting ESG strategies.  

                                                      
2 EUROSIF is a partnership comprised of Europe-based national Sustainable Investment Fora (SIFs). Most of the 

SIFs have a broad and diverse membership including asset managers, institutional investors, index providers and 

ESG research & analytics providers. 
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2. Conceptual Framework 

To better comprehend how companies incorporate ESG into their operations, it may be helpful to 

examine each component (Environmental, Social, and Governance) individually and gain a conceptual 

understanding of the significant factors associated with each, providing examples of companies from the 

real world. It should be noted that our analysis is based solely on publicly available information about the 

companies. We have not conducted any in-depth analysis of the mentioned companies’ practices and we 

do not endorse or validate their claims. 

2.1. ESG Components and Key Factors 

• Environmental (E): 

i. Carbon emissions and climate change: Companies measure and disclose their greenhouse gas 

emissions, adopt strategies to reduce carbon footprint, and invest in renewable energy sources. For 

example, Tesla (USA), a leading electric vehicle manufacturer, focuses on reducing carbon emissions by 

promoting the adoption of electric vehicles and clean energy solutions. 

ii. Energy efficiency and renewable energy: Companies implement energy-efficient 

practices to minimize energy consumption and invest in renewable energy projects. Google (USA), for 

instance, has made substantial investments in renewable energy sources such as wind and solar power to 

power its data centers. 

iii. Waste management and recycling: Companies develop waste reduction strategies, 

promote recycling initiatives, and adopt sustainable waste management practices. Waste Management 

Inc., (USA), a provider of broad waste management and environmental services, has implemented various 

programs and technologies to divert waste from landfills, increase recycling rates, and promote the 

circular economy. 

• Social (S): 

i. Labor and human rights: Companies promote fair labor practices, ensure employee well-being, 

and respect human rights. Patagonia, an outdoor clothing company, is known for its commitment to fair 

labor practices and employee well-being, offering benefits such as flexible work arrangements and 

promoting work-life balance. 

ii. Community relations: Companies engage with local communities, support philanthropic 

initiatives, and contribute to social development. Microsoft, through its philanthropic arm, provides 

access to educational resources, digital tools, and technology training programs for underprivileged 

communities. 

iii. Consumer protection and product safety: Companies prioritize consumer protection by 

ensuring product safety, transparent labeling, and responsible marketing practices. The Body Shop 

(USA), a cosmetics company, focuses on using sustainably sourced ingredients, promoting fair trade 

practices, and maintaining transparency in its supply chain. 

• Governance (G): 

i. Board diversity and structure: Companies strive for diverse board compositions, including 

representation of different backgrounds and expertise. For example, Mastercard (USA) emphasizes board 

diversity by ensuring representation from various demographics and professional backgrounds. 

ii. Executive compensation and accountability: Companies align executive pay with company 

performance, maintain transparency in compensation practices, and establish clear accountability 

mechanisms. Salesforce (United Kingdom - UK), a cloud computing company, links executive 

compensation to specific ESG goals and metrics to promote accountability and performance. 

iii. Anti-corruption and ethics: Companies adhere to strong ethical standards, implement anti-

corruption policies, and foster transparent business practices. Siemens (Germany), a multinational 

conglomerate, has implemented comprehensive anti-corruption measures, including an extensive 

compliance program, to ensure ethical conduct throughout its operations. 

These examples offer a glimpse into the factors implicated in each ESG component, although it 

should be acknowledged that ESG frameworks and factors can differ among industries and regions. It is 

also important to note that, companies that prioritize ESG factors may do so to address historical 

challenges such as large carbon footprints or deviations from best practices and responsible business 

conduct in their specific contexts. 

 

2.2. Historical Development of the ESG Concept 

The historical development of the ESG concept can be traced back to early discussions on 

corporate social responsibility (CSR) and ethical investing. The modern era concept of CSR emerged in 
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the mid-20th century, focusing on the responsibility of corporations beyond their financial performance 

(Latapí Agudelo, et al., 2019: 3). Scholars and practitioners began exploring the social and environmental 

impacts of businesses, emphasizing their obligations towards stakeholders, including employees, 

communities, and the environment. In the 1970s and 1980s, CSR discussions gained momentum, with the 

recognition that corporations had a broader role to play in addressing societal challenges and contributing 

to sustainable development (Latapí Agudelo, et al., 2019). Concepts like Ethical Investing and Socially 

Responsible Investing (SRI) began to emerge and gain prominence in the 1960s and 1970s. Initially, SRI 

strategies avoided investments in contentious industries like gambling, fossil fuels, or apartheid regimes; 

then, alongside avoidance approach, positive selection practices arose, emphasizing strong corporate 

social performance (Dorfleitner, et al., 2015). SRI approaches helped to integrate non-financial factors, 

such as social and environmental concerns, next to financial considerations, pioneering the inclusion of 

ESG considerations in investment decision-making (Latapí Agudelo, et al., 2019). 

Nevertheless, it has also been asserted that corporate responsibility originated in mid-20th-century 

USA as a strategic tool devised by the corporate capitalist elite to preempt government intervention, 

responding to public demands for governmental, rather than corporate, social responsibility. The 

hypothesis posits that contemporary 'civil regulation' may actually serve to secure corporate power rather 

than constrain it, revealing a complex interplay of elites engaging in a defensive institutionalization 

project to redefine societal perceptions and strategies (Kaplan, 2015). 

 

2.3. Evolution towards ESG Integration 

Approaching the 1990s, and well into early 2000s, there was a shift towards a more comprehensive 

approach that integrated environmental, social, and governance factors into investment analysis. 

During this period of transition, the ESG landscape was significantly influenced by several seminal 

reports and frameworks that shaped the understanding and implementation of sustainable practices. 

Notable examples include the Brundtland Report (1987), which laid the foundation for sustainable 

development principles, the United Nations Global Compact (2000), which urged companies to align 

their operations with universal principles, and the launch of the Global Reporting Initiative (GRI) 

guidelines in the same year, providing a framework for transparent reporting on sustainability 

performance (Sellhorn and Wagner, 2022). 

The Brundtland Report, officially known as "Our Common Future”, was published by the United 

Nations World Commission on Environment and Development in 1987. This report introduced the 

concept of sustainable development, emphasizing the essentiality “to meet the needs of the present 

without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs”. The Report emphasized 

the interconnectedness of environmental, social, and economic issues, calling for a complete approach to 

address global challenges. 

The United Nations Global Compact, launched in 2000, is a voluntary initiative that urges 

“companies to align their strategies and operations with universal principles on human rights, labor, 

environment and anti-corruption”. The Global Compact provides a framework for businesses to align 

their operations with broader societal goals and contribute to sustainable development. 

The Global Reporting Initiative (GRI), an independent organization and its guidelines, launched in 

2000, provide a comprehensive framework for sustainability reporting. It provides guidelines for 

companies to report on their ESG performance and disclose relevant information in a consistent and 

transparent manner. 

In addition, the establishment of the Principles for Responsible Investment (PRI) in 2006 by the 

United Nations (UN) further institutionalized the integration of ESG factors into investment decision-

making. The UN PRI has shown continuous growth, with a significant rise in the number of signatories. 

Graph 1 below, depicts the growth of PRI initiative’s reach in terms of number of signatories and assets 

under management. 

Graph1: UN PRI GROWTH – 2006-2021 
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Source:  (United Nations Principles for Responsible Investment, 2021) 

One significant initiative in the European context is the European Union's (EU) Sustainable 

Finance Action Plan released in 2018 (Claringbould, et al., 2019). The plan aims to mobilize finance for 

sustainable growth and redirect capital flows towards sustainable investments. It includes several key 

components: 

 Taxonomy Regulation: The Taxonomy Regulation provides a classification system for 

sustainable economic activities, defining criteria for environmentally sustainable activities 

across various sectors. It is aimed to support the EU's goal of becoming climate-neutral by 

2050. 

 Sustainable Finance Disclosure Regulation (SFDR): The SFDR sets out rules for financial 

market participants and companies to disclose information on how sustainability factors are 

integrated into their investment decisions and risk management processes. It aims to enhance 

transparency and comparability of sustainable investments. 

 EU Green Bond Standard: The EU Green Bond Standard is a voluntary framework that sets 

criteria for green bonds, ensuring that the funds raised are used for environmentally 

sustainable projects. It aims to provide clarity and credibility to the green bond market. 

 Non-Financial Reporting Directive (NFRD): The NFRD mandates specific large companies 

to provide comprehensive disclosure of non-financial information, comprising 

environmental and social dimensions, within their annual reports. The directive is designed 

to enhance transparency and promote standardized reporting of non-financial information, 

fostering comparability across companies. 

 

Although the financial sector in Europe has shifted towards 'sustainable' finance due to significant 

regulatory changes, concerns persist about the actual impact of these reforms, with apprehensions about a 

potential paradoxical financialization of sustainability (Ahlström and Monciardini, 2020). Drawing on 

recent research on institutional logics and institutional fields formation, Ahlström and Monciardini’s 

(2020) study explored the evolving dynamics of EU sustainable finance regulation as an extended, 

interactive and contested process. Through analyzing archival data and semi-structured interviews they 

reported that findings suggest that regulatory changes are influenced by the hybrid composition of social 

constituencies supporting sustainable finance reforms and shifts in the overarching prevalence of the 

financial logic in society. Their study further highlights the inherent contradictions and limitations of 

sustainable finance as a tool for transformative sustainability reforms. 

 

2.4. Mainstream Acceptance and Standardization with Challenges 

The standardization of ESG practices and their measurement has gained significant footing in the 

mainstream in recent years.  

GRI has played a pivotal role in advancing the standardization of ESG practices. Many companies 

around the world have adopted the GRI framework as a basis for their ESG reporting, contributing to the 

standardization efforts (KPMG International, 2022). 
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In addition to GRI, other global frameworks and initiatives have emerged to guide ESG reporting 

and disclosure. The Sustainability Accounting Standards Board (SASB) focuses on industry-specific ESG 

metrics, providing companies with industry-specific guidelines to report on material sustainability factors. 

The Task Force on Climate-related Financial Disclosures (TCFD) focuses on climate-related risks and 

opportunities Regulatory bodies and stock exchanges also play a crucial role in promoting standardized 

ESG reporting. They establish guidelines and requirements that listed companies must follow when 

reporting on their ESG performance (Bose, 2020). 

Albeit the standardization of the ESG performance reporting is not without its challenges. One of 

the main challenges is the lack of universally accepted standards and frameworks for ESG reporting. The 

existence of multiple frameworks (GRI, SASB, TCFD among others) can create confusion and 

inconsistency in reporting practices (Faccia, et al., 2021).  

Another challenge is the issue of data quality and reliability. ESG data is often self-reported by 

companies, and there may be variations in the rigor and accuracy of data collection and reporting 

processes (Kotsantois and Serafeim, 2019). This can undermine the credibility and comparability of ESG 

information, raising concerns about “greenwashing” or misleading claims (Jonsdottir et al., 2022). 

Greenwashing refers to the practice of exaggerating or misrepresenting a company's environmental or 

social credentials to appear more sustainable than it actually is. 

Additionally, the complexity and breadth of ESG issues pose a challenge for companies in 

identifying and measuring relevant ESG metrics. This challenge is particularly significant for industries 

with unique ESG considerations, e.g., Oil and Gas Industry, Pharmaceuticals, and Agriculture and Food 

Industry or for small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) with limited resources and expertise. It's 

important to note that ESG considerations can vary within industries, and companies within the same 

industry may have unique factors to address based on their operations, geographic location, and specific 

business practices. Companies operating in sectors with high environmental or social impact are often 

subject to stricter regulations and heightened scrutiny from stakeholders (Cort and Esty, 2020).  

For SMEs with partial resources and capability, collecting accurate and reliable data on ESG 

performance can be challenging. SMEs may struggle to invest in specialized ESG reporting tools, hire 

ESG experts, or allocate the necessary time and effort to effectively measure and report on their ESG 

performance. In brief, the complexity and breadth of ESG issues, combined with industry-specific 

considerations and resource constraints, make it particularly challenging for industries with unique ESG 

considerations and SMEs to identify and measure relevant ESG metrics (Krawczyk, 2021; Ruzier, et al., 

2015). 

International collaborations and initiatives, such as the SASB and the International Integrated 

Reporting Council (IIRC), aim to develop consistent reporting guidelines and encourage companies to 

adopt best practices in ESG reporting. Both collaborate with businesses, investors, standard-setters, and 

regulators, to develop and refine reporting frameworks and guidelines (Cort and Esty).  

In summary, the historical development of the ESG concept has witnessed a progression from early 

discussions on CSR and ethical investing to the comprehensive integration of ESG factors into investment 

analysis. Prominent initiatives, programs, and regulatory developments have played a key role in driving 

the mainstream adoption of ESG integration and the standardization of reporting standards, underlining 

the growing recognition of the materiality of ESG issues and their impact. 

3. Integration of ESG Into Financial Products 

In this discussion, we will explore how ESG integration has evolved and examine the various 

approaches taken to integrate ESG factors into financial products. We will also elucidate the operational 

mechanisms of derivatives, shedding light on the diverse strategies employed to incorporate ESG factors 

into financial products. The ensuing discourse stems from a meticulous synthesis of comprehensive 

market-based data and literature review. It is presented after scrutinizing this information through an 

academic lens, aiming to elucidate the mechanisms of ESG-related financial products for both academic 

and non-academic readers. 

3.1. ESG-focused Indices 

As ESG continued to gain considerable footing in the investment world, stock exchanges have 

begun to cater to the avid investors by launching sustainability indices, providing investors with 

benchmarks to identify companies with strong ESG practices. These indices serve as benchmarks for 

investors interested in investing in sustainable and responsible companies.  To conceptualize, a few 



ESG Integration into Financial Markets: A Comprehensive Exploration of Concepts and Implementation 

139  

examples of sustainability indices can be listed as: 

I. FTSE4Good Index Series (London Stock Exchange - LSE): The Financial Times Stock Exchange 

(FTSE), also known as FTSE Russell, is a London-based financial organization owned by the 

LSE. It provides index offerings for global financial markets. The FTSE4Good Index Series 

identifies companies that demonstrate strong ESG practices. It includes various indices, such as 

the FTSE4Good Global Index and the FTSE4Good Emerging Index, which cover companies 

globally and in emerging markets, respectively. 

II. Dow Jones Sustainability Indices (New York Stock Exchange): The Dow Jones Sustainability 

Indices (DJSI) are designed to track the performance of companies that lead in sustainability. The 

indices, including the DJSI World and DJSI Europe, assess companies based on various ESG 

criteria. 

III. BIST Sustainability Index (Borsa Istanbul): Borsa Istanbul (BIST), the stock exchange in Turkey, 

has its own sustainability index called the BIST Sustainability Index. It includes companies listed 

on the BIST 100 Index that meet specific sustainability criteria. 

IV. OMX Stockholm Sustainability Index (Nasdaq Stockholm): Nasdaq Stockholm introduced the 

OMX Stockholm Sustainability Index, which consists of companies listed on the Stockholm 

Stock Exchange that meet certain ESG criteria. 

V. MSCI World ESG Leaders Index: The MSCI World ESG Leaders Index is designed to capture 

companies with strong ESG performance from developed markets worldwide. It includes 

companies that demonstrate leading ESG practices within their respective industries. MSCI 

stands for Morgan Stanley Capital International, a provider of investment decision support and 

ESG research and ratings. 

VI. S&P 500 ESG Index: The S&P 500 ESG Index is designed to measure the performance of 

companies within the S&P 500 Index that demonstrate strong ESG practices. It provides investors 

with a way to track the performance of large-cap U.S. companies that have integrated ESG 

factors into their business operations and decision-making processes. S&P stands for Standard & 

Poor’s Global Inc., a global provider of financial information and analytics. 

These examples represent a few of the many sustainability indices that provide a reference point 

(benchmark) for investors, looking to align their investment strategies with sustainability goals, to assess 

and compare the ESG performance of companies in their portfolios. Ongoing research aims to determine 

whether these indices also outperform traditional indices in terms of financial returns and risk 

management. There is compelling evidence that ESG indices investment can contribute to enhanced 

diversification in portfolio investment. Institutional investors can especially benefit from lower downside 

risk accompanied with higher returns in emerging markets (Sherwood and Pollard, 2018).  

Moreover, financial data providers are broadening their services to encompass ESG-driven 

performance lists, catering to the interests of ardent investors. For instance, Refinitiv, a prominent 

provider of financial market data and infrastructure, part of the London Stock Exchange Group (LSEG), 

publishes the Global Diversity and Inclusion Index. This index evaluates companies based on 24 distinct 

metrics, highlighting those with the most diverse and inclusive workplaces. The table below presents the 

top 30 constituents included in the Refinitiv Diversity & Inclusion Index as of June 30th, 2022. 

 

Table 1: REFINITIV GLOBAL DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION INDEX - TOP 30 COMPANIES 

Rank Company Name Industry Country of 

Headquarters 

D&I 

Score 

1 Accenture Plc Software & IT Services Ireland 86.75 

2 Kering SA Specialty Retailers France 84.75 

3 Owens Corning Homebuilding & Construction Supplies United States 83.5 
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Table 1: REFINITIV GLOBAL DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION INDEX - TOP 30 COMPANIES 

Rank Company Name Industry Country of 

Headquarters 

D&I 

Score 

4 Gap Inc Specialty Retailers United States 82.75 

5 Novartis AG Pharmaceuticals Switzerland 81.25 

6 Illumina, Inc. Healthcare Equipment & Supplies United States 81.25 

7 Toronto-Dominion Bank Banking Services Canada 80.75 

8 Nordstrom, Inc. Diversified Retail United States 80 

9 Paramount Global Media & Publishing United States 79.5 

10 Tim SA Telecommunications Services Brazil 79.5 

11 Telecom Italia SpA Telecommunications Services Italy 79.25 

12 HERA SpA Multiline Utilities Italy 79.25 

13 Allianz SE Insurance Germany 79 

14 L'Oreal SA Personal & Household Products & Services France 78.5 

15 LVMH Moet Hennessy Louis 

Vuitton SE 

Textiles & Apparel France 78 

16 Intesa Sanpaolo SpA Banking Services Italy 78 

17 Royal Bank of Canada Banking Services Canada 77.5 

18 Medtronic PLC Healthcare Equipment & Supplies Ireland 77.25 

19 Bank of Montreal Banking Services Canada 77.25 

20 Estee Lauder Companies Inc Personal & Household Products & Services United States 77.25 

21 Roche Holding AG Pharmaceuticals Switzerland 77 

22 British American Tobacco PLC Food & Tobacco United Kingdom 77 

23 Johnson & Johnson Pharmaceuticals United States 76.75 

24 Bank of America Corp Banking Services United States 76.75 

25 Canadian Imperial Bank of 

Commerce 

Banking Services Canada 76.75 
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Table 1: REFINITIV GLOBAL DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION INDEX - TOP 30 COMPANIES 

Rank Company Name Industry Country of 

Headquarters 

D&I 

Score 

26 Coca Cola HBC AG Beverages Switzerland 76.75 

27 CCC SA Specialty Retailers Poland 76.75 

28 Diageo plc Beverages United Kingdom 76.5 

29 Sony Group Corp Computers, Phones & Household 

Electronics 

Japan 76.5 

30 Enel S.p.A. Electric Utilities & IPPs Italy 76.25 

Source: (Refinitiv, 2023)  

3.2. ESG-focused Exchange Traded Funds 

ESG-focused Exchange Traded Funds (ETFs) are investment funds that track a specific ESG-

focused index or portfolio of companies. These ETFs aim to provide investors with exposure to 

companies that meet certain environmental, social, and governance criteria while offering the benefits of 

diversification and tradability associated with ETFs. A few examples of ESG-focused ETFs can be listed 

as: 

I. iShares MSCI Global Impact ETF (SDG): This ETF seeks to track the MSCI ACWI Sustainable 

Impact Index, which includes companies that focus on addressing global sustainability challenges 

as defined by the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 

II. SPDR S&P 500 ESG ETF (EFIV): This ETF tracks the performance of the S&P 500 ESG Index, 

which includes companies from the S&P 500 that have high ESG ratings. 

III. Vanguard ESG U.S. Stock ETF (ESGV): This ETF, managed by The Vanguard Group Inc., seeks 

to track the performance of the FTSE US All Cap Choice Index, which includes U.S. companies 

that meet certain ESG criteria based on data from leading ESG research providers. FTSE stands 

for Financial Times Stock Exchange, a global index provider offering a wide range of indices 

used by investors to track and benchmark various financial markets. 

IV. Nuveen ESG Small-Cap ETF (NUSC): This ETF focuses on small-cap U.S. companies that 

demonstrate strong ESG characteristics. It tracks the performance of the TIAA ESG USA Small-

Cap Index. TIAA stands for Teachers Insurance and Annuity Association, a financial services 

organization that provides retirement plans, investment solutions, and financial advice primarily 

for people in the academic, research, medical, and cultural fields in the USA. 

The key distinction between ESG ETFs and ESG indices lies in their nature and purpose. ESG 

ETFs are investment vehicles that allow investors to gain exposure to a portfolio of securities that meet 

specific ESG criteria. They can be bought and sold on an exchange like other ETFs. 

On the other hand, ESG indices are reference points that measure the ESG performance of a group 

of companies recognized for their ESG-related activities and are used as benchmarks to evaluate the 

performance of ESG-focused investments in the capital markets.  

ESG ETFs can be designed to track a specific ESG index, meaning they aim to replicate the 

performance of that index. However, there can be variations in the ESG criteria and methodologies used 

by different ETF providers, even if they are tracking the same ESG index. Additionally, some ESG ETFs 

may employ active management strategies, where portfolio managers make individual security selections 

based on their ESG analysis, rather than tracking an index directly (Rompotis, 2022). 

Overall, ESG ETFs and ESG indices are complementary components of sustainable investing, with 

ESG ETFs providing a vehicle for investors to gain exposure to ESG-focused portfolios and ESG indices 

serving as benchmarks to measure the performance of ESG investments. 

3.3. Sustainable Finance and Impact Investing 



 

 
Çağ Üniversitesi Sosyal Bilimler Dergisi, 20(2), 136-150, 2023 

 

142 

 

Sustainable finance encompasses a diverse array of financial products and services that take into 

account ESG factors in investment decisions. Notable examples of sustainable financial products include 

green bonds, which support environmentally beneficial projects, social impact bonds and impact 

investment funds (impact investing), which finance initiatives addressing social challenges and makes 

portfolio investments into such assets, respectively. While these concepts may overlap at times, we aim to 

provide clear explanations for each specific concept. 

• Impact Investing: 

Unlike traditional investing, which primarily focuses on financial performance, impact investing is 

intentional and seeks to align capital with projects and companies that address social and environmental 

challenges. Impact investing covers a wide range of themes and sectors, including renewable energy, 

affordable housing, sustainable agriculture, education, healthcare, gender equality, and financial 

inclusion. Impact investors, through impact investment funds or issuances of impact bonds, aim to 

achieve competitive market returns or even outperform traditional investments while simultaneously 

driving positive social and environmental outcomes. They proactively seek investment opportunities that 

have the potential to deliver measurable social or environmental outcomes (Barber, et al., 2021). These 

outcomes can be aligned with various United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) or other 

impact metrics. Impact investors use a range of methodologies and tools to track and evaluate the 

progress of investees in achieving their intended impact.  

It is worth noting that impact measurement in impact investing can be complex. The methodologies 

and metrics used vary depending on the specific investment, sector, and impact goals. Various 

frameworks and tools are available to guide impact measurement, such as the Impact Management 

Project (IMP), Global Impact Investing Network's (GIIN) IRIS+ catalog, and Social Return on 

Investment (SROI) analysis. 

• Green Bonds: 

Green bonds are fixed-income financial instruments specifically designed to finance projects that 

have positive environmental or climate-related benefits. They enable issuers to raise capital to fund 

projects that promote renewable energy, energy efficiency, sustainable infrastructure, and other 

environmentally friendly initiatives. Green bonds, with their origins in the mid-2000s, have been gaining 

popularity as a tool for sustainable investing, allowing investors to support projects with clear 

environmental objectives while generating financial returns (Gilchrist, et al., 2021). 

A conceptual example of a green bond could be a renewable energy company issuing a bond to 

finance the construction of a solar power plant. The proceeds from the bond issuance would be earmarked 

exclusively for the development, construction, and operation of the solar power plant. Investors who 

purchase these green bonds would receive regular interest payments and the return of their principal 

investment over the bond's maturity period. By investing in the green bond, investors contribute to the 

deployment of clean energy infrastructure. The issuer benefits from access to capital specifically 

dedicated to environmentally beneficial projects and may attract a broader investor base interested in 

sustainability.  

Green bonds have a standardized labeling and certification process. They typically undergo a 

rigorous evaluation and verification process to ensure that the funded projects meet recognized green 

standards and objectives. Organizations like the Climate Bonds Initiative or Green Bond Principles, 

provide guidelines and criteria for assessing the environmental integrity and transparency of green bond 

issuances (Gilchrist, et al., 2021). 

Following the appetite in green bonds in the market, Green Bond Funds and Sustainable Bond 

Funds are gaining attraction as well. These funds specifically invest in green bonds or sustainability-

focused fixed-income securities with a broader scope, which may not always have a standardized labeling 

or certification process. 

• Sustainability-linked Loans: 

In addition to impact investing, green bonds and funds, sustainability-linked loans are available 

outside of capital markets. These loans are credit facilities where the interest rate or terms are linked to 

the borrower's sustainability performance. The borrower commits to achieving specific sustainability 

targets, such as reducing carbon emissions or improving social metrics. If the borrower meets these 

targets, they may receive a reduction in interest rates or other financial incentives (Carrizosa and Ghosh, 
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2022). 

Overall, these sustainable financial products and services, alongside other and ever-evolving ESG-

focused products and services in the financial industry, aim to contribute to a more inclusive and 

environmentally conscious economy. 

3.4. ESG Derivatives in Financial Markets 

ESG derivatives refer to financial instruments that are tied to ESG factors or ESG-integrated 

financial products. These derivatives allow investors to take positions or manage risks related to ESG 

performance or outcomes (Baker, 2022). 

ESG derivatives can take various forms, including futures contracts, options, swaps, and structured 

products. 

• ESG Futures:  

These are standardized contracts that obligate the buyer to purchase, and the seller to sell, a specific 

quantity of an underlying ESG-related asset at a predetermined price and future date. ESG futures can be 

based on an ESG index, a basket of ESG-compliant stocks, or other ESG-related benchmarks. 

To further elaborate on the workings of an ESG Futures, consider an example of an ESG futures 

contract tied to a specific ESG index. A futures contract can be based directly on a specific index. In this 

case, the futures contract's value would be derived from the performance of that index itself, rather than 

from an underlying asset tied to the index. Futures contracts based on an index allow investors to 

speculate on or hedge against the movement of the index as a whole, without the need to directly own the 

individual assets comprising the index. These contracts are settled based on the value of the index at a 

specified future date. 

Suppose there is an ESG Futures contract based on the "S&P Global Clean Energy Index" 

(Bloomberg3 ticker: SPGTCED). The SPGTCED tracks the prices of stocks of various companies in the 

Energy, Utilities, Information Technology, Industrials, and Materials industries that meet specific ESG 

criteria. The futures contract has a contract size of 100 units and a contract expiration date of three 

months from the present. An investor, let's call them John, is of the belief that the renewable energy 

companies will undergo substantial growth in the upcoming months. due to increasing demand and 

supportive government policies. John wants to capitalize on this potential price appreciation in the sector 

and manage his risk exposure. 

Speculating on ESG Performance (Positioning for Price Increase): John decides to buy two ESG 

futures contracts at the current market price of $1,000 per contract. By doing so, he gains exposure to the 

price movement of the SPGTCED index without actually owning the underlying assets. John doesn’t 

have to pay anything until expiration date, but Futures contracts typically require margin or collateral to 

be posted by the buyer as a form of security to offset possible losses and ensure the performance of the 

contract. The specific margin requirements may vary depending on the exchange and the contract 

specifications. 

If the SPGTCED index increases in value, the futures contracts are likely to appreciate, allowing 

John to profit from the price increase. If the SPGTCED index decreases after John purchases the futures 

contracts, the value of the contracts may decline. In this scenario, John may face a loss on his investment. 

The loss would be determined by the difference between the initial purchase price and the current market 

price of the futures contracts at the time of the expiration. Furthermore, during the contract period John 

may receive a margin call from the futures exchange or his broker. The margin call would require John to 

deposit additional collateral to meet the minimum margin requirements. The specific margin call amount 

would depend on the size of the loss indicated and the margin maintenance levels set by the exchange. 

Hedging Existing Portfolio: John already owns a portfolio of renewable energy stocks that are 

listed in SPGTCED, and he wants to hedge against potential downside risks. By selling ESG futures 

contracts, he can offset potential losses in his portfolio if the SPGTCED index declines. If the index 

increases, the futures contracts may lose value, but this loss will likely be offset by the increase in value 

of his existing assets. 

• ESG Options:  

These give the buyer the right, but not the obligation, to buy (call option) or sell (put option) an 

underlying ESG-related asset at a predetermined price (strike price) within a specified timeframe. The 

investor only has to pay an Options premium, the price of the contract, upfront. ESG options provide 

investors with flexibility in managing ESG-related risks or taking advantage of potential price 

                                                      
3 Bloomberg is a global financial information and technology company. It provides a wide range of services, 

including financial data, news, analytics, and trading platforms, to professionals in the finance industry. 
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movements.  

Let's continue with the same thought experiment, but this time focusing on ESG options instead of 

futures. An options contract can also be based directly on a specific index. John, the investor, wants to 

utilize ESG options to manage his risk exposure and potentially profit from the anticipated growth in the 

renewable energy sector. Here's how John might use ESG options in this scenario:  

Leveraged Exposure: John, anticipating an upswing in the renewable energy sector, decides to 

purchase call options on the SPGTCED index. By purchasing call options, John can potentially benefit 

from the increase in the SPGTCED index's value while limiting his upfront investment to the option 

premium. 

Hedging Strategy: John already holds a portfolio of renewable energy stocks, but he wants to 

protect himself against potential downside risks. He purchases put options on a financial asset linked to a 

renewable-energy-sector-based index, which provide him with the right to sell the index-related asset at a 

predetermined price within a specific timeframe. If the renewable energy sector experiences a downturn 

and the index declines by the expiration date, the put options will appreciate in value, expire at maturity 

“in the money” (with gain), offsetting potential losses in John's portfolio of renewable energy stocks. 

However, if the index increases and the renewable energy sector performs well, the put options may lose 

value. In this case, the loss in the value of the put options will be limited to the options premium since 

John will opt out of the contract. Also, his loss may be offset by the increase in the value of his existing 

assets. 

Speculative Play: John believes that certain renewable energy companies will outperform others 

based on their ESG practices and growth potential. He purchases call options on specific renewable 

energy stocks that he believes will perform well. If these stocks increase in value, the call options will 

provide John with the opportunity to profit from the price appreciation. If, however, the prices of the 

stocks decrease instead, the call options may expire “out of the money” (with loss), resulting in a loss 

limited to the premium paid for the call options. 

• ESG Swaps:  

ESG swaps involve the exchange of cash flows based on the performance of an ESG-related index, 

security, or benchmark. They allow investors to hedge or speculate on ESG-related outcomes. For 

example, a swap might involve exchanging the returns of a conventional index with an ESG index. 

Continuing the thought experiment with investor John, let’s consider a few scenarios. 

ESG Performance Swap: John wants exposure to the performance of the SPGTCED index but 

prefers not to directly invest in the underlying assets. He enters into an ESG performance swap with a 

counterparty, such as a financial institution. The swap agreement specifies that John will receive the 

return on the SPGTCED index while the counterparty will receive a predetermined fixed rate. If the 

SPGTCED index performs well, John will receive the positive return, and if it performs poorly, he will 

owe the counterparty based on the predetermined fixed rate. 

ESG Asset Swap: John holds a portfolio of renewable energy stocks but wants to enhance the ESG 

characteristics of his holdings. He enters into an ESG asset swap with a counterparty. In this swap, John 

agrees to exchange the returns on his existing portfolio with the returns on an ESG-compliant portfolio 

provided by the counterparty. The swap allows John to maintain exposure to the renewable energy sector 

while aligning his portfolio with better ESG practices. 

ESG Total Return Swap: John expects the SPGTCED index to outperform a benchmark index that 

represents the broader market. He enters into an ESG total return swap with a counterparty, specifying the 

SPGTCED index as the reference asset and the benchmark index as the underlying index. If the 

SPGTCED index outperforms the benchmark index, the counterparty will pay John the difference, and if 

the SPGTCED index underperforms, John will owe the counterparty. 

• ESG Structured Products:  

These are financial instruments with customized payoffs based on the performance of ESG-related 

assets (e.g., green bonds) or indices. They can be designed to cater to specific risk and return objectives 

while incorporating ESG considerations. 

The emergence of ESG derivatives reflects the growing recognition of the materiality of ESG 

factors and the need to integrate them into financial markets. However, it's important to note that the 

development and adoption of ESG derivatives still face challenges. These include the need for 

standardized ESG metrics and methodologies, as well as robust data infrastructure to support accurate 
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pricing and valuation of ESG derivatives (Baker, 2022; Rogge, 2021). 

 

4.  Conclusion 

In conclusion, we have provided a comprehensive overview of ESG, its historical development, 

and its implications for financial markets and products, including the integration of ESG considerations 

into derivatives. While the integration of ESG into financial markets has seen significant progress, it is 

not without challenges. Some of the challenges include the lack of universally accepted standards and 

frameworks for ESG reporting, potential inconsistencies in reporting practices, issues of data quality and 

reliability, and the complexity of identifying and measuring relevant ESG metrics. Additionally, there 

may be concerns about greenwashing or misleading claims, especially when ESG data is self-reported by 

companies. Despite these challenges, the increasing recognition of the materiality of ESG issues and their 

impact on financial performance and risk has led to the mainstream adoption of ESG integration, 

reflecting the growing importance of sustainable finance. 

Additionally, the emergence of sustainable finance instruments such as green bonds, impact 

investing funds, and sustainability-linked loans points towards a noticeable shift in investment patterns, 

highlighting the growing emphasis on projects that generate positive environmental and social impacts 

alongside financial returns. These financial instruments suggest the potential for financial markets to 

contribute to addressing global sustainability challenges. 

Furthermore, the integration of ESG derivatives, including futures, options, swaps, and structured 

products, has expanded the scope of risk management and investment opportunities for market 

participants interested in ESG-related assets and indices. However, challenges persist, particularly 

concerning the need for standardized ESG metrics and robust data infrastructure, emphasizing the 

significance of transparent and reliable ESG reporting and data analysis. 

Looking forward, continued advancements in ESG integration within financial markets are 

expected to play a critical role in fostering sustainable economic development and addressing global 

challenges. As the complexities and opportunities within the realm of ESG integration continue to evolve, 

market participants will need to collaborate and navigate the changing landscape of sustainable finance, 

ensuring a balanced and informed approach to investment decisions that account for ESG considerations. 
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