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Hayri ez-Zehebi'nin Romanlarinda Sam Sehri

The City of Damascus in the Novels of Khairy Al-Dhahabi
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Oz

Bu arastirma, Hayri ez-Zehebi'nin romanlarinda Sam sehri tizerinde durmus ve bu romanlarda Sam’in yerinin insasiny,
ozellikle Sam'in mahallelerini, sokaklarini, diikkanlarini, camilerini, halka agik yerlerini ve yazarin klasik ve modern
islubuyla anlattigi Sam evlerini gézlemlemistir. Arastirmada, romandaki Sam halkinin isimleri ve Sam ehlinin en
onemli kilik kiyafetleri, bu halkin inanglar, yiyecek ve igecekleri, mensuplarinin dillerinde dolasan atasézleri ve
mensuplari arasinda ortaya cikan gelenek ve gorenekler izlenmistir. Arastirma neticesinde bircok sonuca ulagilmistir.
Bunlardan en o6nemlileri; Sam sehrinin, Zehebi'nin romanlarinda yer alan tiim olaylarin etrafinda gerceklestigi
merkezi olusturdugu ve yazarin, Sam sehrini neredeyse gercege uygun bir sekilde sunmaya calistigl, cagdas
okuyucunun bu sehri taniyabilmesi ve gelecekteki okuyucunun yirminci ytizyilin baslarindan yirmi birinci yiizyilin
baslarina kadar uzanan yiiz yil boyunca bu sehrin gergekgi bir resmini zihninde olusturabilmesi icin bu sehri romansal
olarak korumak istiyor olusudur.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Arap Dili, Roman, Sam, Hayri ez-Zehebi.

Abstract

This research delves into Hayri al-Dhahabi's novels, specifically focusing on the portrayal of Damascus, including its
neighborhoods, streets, shops, mosques, public places, and houses. The study explores the names, costumes, beliefs,
food, drinks, proverbs, and traditions of the people of Damascus as depicted in the novels. The findings reveal that
Damascus is as the central backdrop for all events in al-Dhahabi's works, portrayed with a blend of classical and
modern styles. The author aims to present Damascus realistically, allowing contemporary readers to recognize the
city and future readers to understand its historical evolution from the early 20th to the early 21st century. Ultimately,
al-Dhahabi endeavors to safeguard the essence of Damascus through his novelistic portrayal, fostering a vivid and
authentic mental image for readers.

Keywords: Arabic Language, The Novel, The City of Damascus, Khairy Al-Dhahabi.
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STRUCTURED ABSTRACT

Damascus is one of the prominent cities that has played a starring role in other works of Arabic fiction, as it has
emerged as a great city with its nobility, authentic history, and distinguished buildings. The novelist Khairy Al-Dhahabi is
one of the most influential writers who gave this city importance in his novels. In Al-Dhahabi’s novels, Damascus in
general seemed very realistic and real, as the novelist tried in its entirety to monitor the relationship of the Damascene
person with Damascus in the period extending from the early twentieth century until the early twenty-first century. In
this period, he sought to draw its neighborhoods, streets, gardens, and homes. The city of Damascus appeared in Al-
Dhahabi’s novelist world in ancient and modern styles, with the first style predominating over the second. Through what
was stated in his novels, the novelist appeared to be in love with this city and attached to it. The novelist's love of
Damascus appeared from a positive point of view, which dominated most of his fictional works that dealt with this city. It
seems that Khairy Al-Dhahabi, the novelist, in his novel Damascene World, was interested in describing the Damascene
house in its ancient and modern styles. He provided a detailed description of the ancient houses and explained the change
that the Damascene house witnessed and the modernity it achieved in the modern era. The novelist was keen to name the
names of the characters in the city of Damascus with the familiar names in it. The novelist varied the characters' clothing
between the traditional ones known to the old Damascene society and the Western ones that appeared after contact with
Western societies, especially after the French occupation of Syria, which profoundly changed many of the traditional
characteristics of Damascene society. The researcher in the novelist world of Khairy al-Dhahabi al-Dimashqi finds that
the Islamic religion represents a prominent criterion for Damascene identity. This religion emerged as an essential
component of the Damascene faith, and the practices of this religion appeared clearly in Al-Dhahabi’s novels. The
researcher also notes that Al-Dhahabi presented many types of foods and drinks in his Damascene novelistic World. It
seems to him that the novelist did not Show these foods and drinks only to create the illusion of narrative reality, but
because these foods and drinks represent the actual reality of Damascene society that the novelist wanted to express. The
novelist Khairy Al-Dhahabi highlighted many of the customs and traditions of Damascene society, and most of these
customs are related to Arab Muslim societies, and some are directly related to religion. The novelist explained some of the
changes that afflicted Damascene society, which led to the shift of some of its customs and new customs to emerge in their
place, either because of rebellion against old customs, especially the rebellion of women, or because of the relationship
with the West. One of the most important results that can be mentioned in this research is that the novelist Khairy Al-
Dhahabi gave the city of Damascus, in the period extending from the beginning of the twentieth century to the start of the
twenty-first century, special importance in his fictional world. He made it where most of the characters in his novels move
and where most of the events occur. He described most of its places, especially its ancient neighborhoods, which he
mentioned by their names in reality, and described them as in reality as well. In building his Damascene fictional world,
the novelist was keen to use names for his characters from the reality of Damascene society, and highlighted them by
their clothes, beliefs, foods, drinks, customs, traditions, proverbs, and popular stories that circulate among them in a way
that depends in large part on the reality of people’s lives in the city of Damascus. It can be said that the novelist Khairy Al-
Dhahabi believes that his fictional Damascene World is a historical document that preserves the image of Damascus and
its inhabitants in the period extending from the beginning of the twentieth century until the start of the twenty-first
century.
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