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EL-AHTAL’IN SARAP SIiRLERI
Oz
Arap kiiltiirtinde, cahiliye doneminde sarap comertlik ve misafirperverlik sembolii olarak goriilmiistiir.
Sarap pesinde kosmak ve sarap igin para harcamak 6viing kaynagiydi. Bu durum sairler igin de
gecerliydi. Hatta bazi sairler sarab1 yasama tutunma sebebi olarak gormiislerdir. Sarap, erkeklik ve
comertlik simgesiydi ve bu nedenle sairlerin 6viing siirlerinde sik¢a yer aldi. A'sa, ictikten sonra siir
yazma konusunda usta bir sair olarak bilinirdi.

Ancak Islam déneminde durum degisti. Acikga sarap i¢mek giinah olarak kabul edildi ve toplum
tarafindan reddedildi. Hatta baz1 halifeler sarap igenlere had cezasi bile uyguladi. Buna ragmen, bazi
sairler sarap siirlerini, rakiplerinin sdyleyemedigi seyleri dile getirmek igin bir firsat olarak gordii. el-
Ahtal da bu sairlerden biridir. El-Ahtal, sarap siirlerini, Farazdak ve Cerir gibi rakiplerini golgede
birakmak icin bir arag olarak kulland1. Ug sair hakkinda da dillerde dolasan meshur bir s6z vardir.

Bu arastirma, sarap siirlerinin genellikle sairin kisiligiyle ilgili psikolojik yansimalar igerdigini
savunuyor. Ornegin, el-Ahtal, cesitli siir tiirlerinde rakipleri tarafindan geride birakilinca, 6ne
cikabilecegi bir tiir arayisina girdi. Bu arayisin sonucunda da sarap siirlerine yoneldi. El-Ahtal'in sarap
siirleri, sarabin tasidig1 anlamlarin 6tesinde, sairin kadin sevgisini, yasam sevgisini ve otoriteye karsi
bir tiir isyan1 da temsil ediyor.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Arap Edebiyati, Emevi Donemi, EI-Ahtal, Hamriyat.
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Anabilim Dals, e-posta: dr.halim40@gmail.com, ORCID ID: 0000-0002-5298-9741.
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Wine poetry of Al-Akhtal

Abstract

In Arab culture, during the pre-Islamic era, wine was perceived as a symbol of generosity and
hospitality. Pursuing wine and spending money on it were sources of pride. This attitude was also
prevalent among poets, with some viewing wine as a means of clinging to life. Wine symbolized
masculinity and generosity, frequently appearing in the boastful poems of poets. A'sha was known as
a skilled poet in composing verses after drinking.

However, the situation changed during the Islamic period. Openly consuming wine became considered
a sin and was rejected by society. Some caliphs even imposed punishment on those who drank wine.
Nevertheless, some poets saw wine poetry as an opportunity to express things their rivals couldn't. Al-
Akhtal was one such poet, using wine poems as a tool to overshadow competitors like Farazdaq and
Jarir. There is a famous saying about all three poets circulating in the tongues of the people.

This research argues that wine poems often contain psychological reflections related to the poet's
personality. For instance, when Al-Akhtal felt surpassed by rivals in various poetry genres, he sought a
genre where he could stand out, leading him to wine poetry. Al-Akhtal's wine poems represent more
than the meanings associated with wine; they also express the poet's love for women, love for life, and
a form of rebellion against authority.

Keywords: Arabic Literature, Umayyad Period, Al-Akhtal, Wine Poetry.

Structured Abstract

Before Islam, wine gatherings served as a place for community members to gather and socialize, exchanging poetry,
news, and stories. Drinking wine was a common practice in Arab society and was seen as a symbol of generosity
and hospitality. It was believed to alleviate tension and anxiety, and instill a sense of joy and happiness. As a
result, it became a symbol of social status and wealth. This is why we find that pre-Islamic poets often praised wine
and boasted about drinking it. Wine became a source of inspiration for their imaginations and a theme in their
poetry collections. Some poets used wine poetry to express their rejection of social injustice and oppression,
allowing them to criticize the authorities indirectly. However, the main reason why many people drank wine was
to escape reality, express their suppressed feelings, and speak freely while intoxicated, something they dared not
do while sober.

This research argues that wine poetry often reflects the poet’s psychological state, allowing them to break free from
the constraints of reality and the scrutiny of society and the authorities.

It is important to note that the consumption of wine by poets after Islam differed from that before Islam due to
religious restrictions and legal boundaries. This opened the door for a poet like Al-Akhtal, who did not belong to
Islam and was therefore not bound by its restrictions and regulations. He delved deeply into this poetic theme,
describing wine in all its aspects: from its origins to the merchants, caravans, taverns, and finally in the cup
between the hands. He described its merchant, seller, and waiter who served it, as well as its tools and vessels,
from large jars to small cups. He then described the wine itself in all its states and types, using all the names given
to it in the Arabic language. Finally, he described the drinkers, their leader, and the rituals associated with wine.

Al-Akhtal went to great lengths to describe everything related to wine, and he included it in almost all of his
poems, whether they were about pride, praise, satire, elegy, or love. He was even said to be the greatest poet of his
time in describing wine.

Through this research, we found that Al-Akhtal was a contemporary of two superior poets, Jarir and Al-Farazdaq.
Since they were superior in all aspects of poetry, Al-Akhtal searched for a unique theme that he could excel in. He
turned to wine poetry and became unrivaled in this field. His wine poems, in addition to the symbolism of wine
representing his love for women and his zest for life, also represented a form of rebellion against authority.
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