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Dear Readers,

We are delighted to present you the July 2024 issue of the Journal of Limitless Education and
Research.

The aim of our Journal, which has been continually published by the Limitless Education and
Research Association (LERA) for 8 years since 2016, is to contribute scientifically to the field of
education and research. To this end, theoretical and applied original studies are published for free
and shared with readers at nationwide and worldwide.

The Limitless Journal of Education and Research is published in Turkish and English three
times a year and indexed in EBSCO, Education Full Text (H. W. Wilson) Database Coverage List, which
is accepted as a field index by the Higher Education Council (UAK in Turkish). Additionally, it is
indexed in various national and international indexes such as ASOS, DRJI, ESJI, OAJI, ROAD, SIS,
SOBIAD, Worldcat, and receives numerous citations. To the SOBIAD impact factor, our journal is in
the top 90th among scientific journals in our country. Our initiatives and studies continue so as to
let our journal be scanned in national and international indexes.

SEAD Journal, an internationally peer-reviewed journal, is published with scientific
contributions of articles, research, and projects by academics, researchers, educators, and teachers
from different countries. Our journal has been maintaining its publication for eight years without
compromising its academic and scientific quality, delivering current and new studies to readers in
the field.

In this issue of our journal, five scientific research and articles related to education are
included. We would like to thank all the editors, authors, reviewers, and translators who contributed
to the preparation and publication of this issue.

We extend our respect with the hope that our journal will contribute to scientists,
researchers, educators, teachers, and students in the field.

LIMITLESS EDUCATION AND RESEARCH ASSOCIATION
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Degerli Okuyucular,
Sizlere Dergimizin Temmuz 2024 sayisini sunmaktan buylk mutluluk duyuyoruz.

Sinirsiz Egitim ve Arastirma Dernegi (SEAD) tarafindan 2016 yilindan bu yana 8 yildir kesintisiz
olarak yayinlanan Dergimizin amaci, egitim ve arastirma alanina bilimsel yonden katki saglamaktir.
Bu amagla kuramsal ve uygulamali 6zglin calismalar Ucretsiz yayinlanmakta, ulusal ve uluslararasi
dizeydeki okuyucularla paylasiimaktadir.

Sinirsiz Egitim ve Arastirma Dergisi (SEAD), yilda ¢ sayi olarak Tiirkce ve ingilizce
yayinlanmakta, UAK tarafindan alan indeksi olarak kabul edilen EBSCO, Education Full Text (H. W.
Wilson) Database Covarage List’te taranmaktadir. Ayrica ASOS, DRJI, ESJI, OAJI, ROAD, SIS, SOBIAD,
Worldcat gibi ulusal ve uluslararasi cesitli indekslerde taranmakta ve ¢ok sayida atif almaktadir.
SOBIAD etki faktériine gore Dergimiz, Ulkemizdeki bilimsel dergiler icinde ilk 90. sirada
bulunmaktadir. Dergimizin ulusal ve uluslararasi indekslerde taranabilmesi igin girisimlerimiz ve
¢alismalarimiz devam etmektedir.

Sinirsiz Egitim ve Arastirma Dergisi (SEAD), uluslararasi hakemli bir dergi olmakta, farkli
Ulkelerdeki akademisyen, bilim insani, arastirmaci, egitimci ve Ogretmen yazarlarin makale,
arastirma, proje gibi bilimsel katki ve destekleriyle yayinlanmaktadir. Akademik ve bilimsel
kalitesinden 6din vermeden sekiz yildir yayin hayatini siirdiirmekte, giincel ve yeni calismalari
alandaki okuyuculara ulastirmaktadir.

Dergimizin bu sayisinda egitimle ilgili bes bilimsel arastirma ve makaleye yer verilmistir. Bu
sayinin hazirlanmasi ve yayinlanmasinda emegi gegen bitlin editor, yazar, hakem ve gevirmenlere
tesekkiir ediyoruz.

Dergimizin alandaki bilim insani, arastirmaci, egitimci, 6gretmen ve 0Ogrencilere katkilar
getirmesi dilegiyle saygilar sunuyoruz.

SINIRSIZ EGITIM VE ARASTIRMA DERGISI
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Thematic Review of Studies on Distance Education Conducted

Between 2020 and 2023

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Betiil OZAYDIN OZKARA, Isparta Uygulamali Bilimler Universitesi,
betulozaydin@isparta.edu.tr, 0000-0002-2011-1352

Abstract: This study aims to examine the articles published in the journals "Distance Education”,
"American Journal of Distance Education", and "The International Review of Research in Open and
Distributed Learning" between March 2020 and March 2023 within the field of distance education. Thus,
an analysis of the primary topics and methodological trends in distance education during the intense
period of the pandemic has been conducted. Thematic analyses previously conducted in this field were
reviewed to create a data collection form, which was then used to evaluate 285 studies. The study
revealed that the majority of articles were authored by two or three individuals, focusing predominantly
on micro-level topics, with instructional design being the most studied area. Quantitative methods were
predominantly favored as the primary research approach, and studies involving undergraduate students
were the most prevalent. In terms of data collection methods, studies using existing scales/surveys
alongside system records, grades, or other developed instruments ranked the highest. Descriptive and
inferential analyses were identified as the most frequently used data analysis methods. The majority of
articles examined had between 41 and 60 references. The study highlighted a concentration of research
at the higher education level, suggesting the need for increased research at other educational levels.

Keywords: Thematic analysis, Distance education, Pandemic, Online learning, Trend.
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1. Introduction

Although distance education is considered a contemporary phenomenon in education,
its origins can be traced back to the development of correspondence courses at Pennsylvania
State University in 1892 (Bunker, 2003). Despite not having a very long history, interest in
distance education has become increasingly widespread worldwide with each passing year
(Allen & Seaman, 2017; Johnston, 2020). During the pandemic, this interest became a necessity
across all levels of education since the pandemic altered our perspective on education and how
we interpret it (Bozkurt & Sharma, 2020). The growing prevalence of distance education
necessitates an examination of current research in this field. Studies examining research on
distance education in the literature date back to the 1980s (Babur et al., 2016). These studies

are reviewed to determine the topics and methods of study in the field of distance education.

When examining the subject areas in the studies, Sherry (1995) identified ten research
topics related to distance education: redefining the roles of key participants, selection and
adoption of technology, design issues, strategies to enhance interaction and active learning,
learner characteristics, student support, operational issues, policy and management issues, and
equity and accessibility. In their study, Berge and Mrozowski (2001) grouped topics according to
the areas identified by Sherry (1995). Gircan and Cagiltay (2023), in their analysis of 27,735
journal articles published between 2008 and 2018, examined research themes and trends in
distance education. Through semantic content analysis, they identified ten themes: system
setup, media, assessment, methodology, content, educational levels, learners, research
methods, interaction-communication, and resources-materials-tools. In a Delphi study
conducted with 25 experts from eleven countries, Zawacki-Richter et al. (2009) analyzed 695
articles. Through qualitative analysis of expert responses, they established three broad meta-
levels for distance education research: macro level, meso level, and micro level. They

categorized the literature under these topic headings:

¢ Macro level: Distance education systems and theories, distance teaching systems and
institutions, theories and models, access, equity and ethics, globalization and cross-cultural

aspects of education, research methods in distance education, and knowledge transfer.

¢ Meso-level: Management, organization and technology, educational technology,
innovation and change, professional development and faculty support, quality assurance,

student support services, administration and organization, costs and benefits.

281 The Journal of Limitless Education and Research, 9 (2), 280 - 317



(\%=zz7 Thematic Review of Studies on Distance Education Conducted...

Betul OZAYDIN OZKARA

e Micro level: Teaching and learning in distance education, instructional design,

interaction and communication in learning communities, learner characteristics.

Although various journals have been reviewed in the conducted studies, it has been
observed that similar journals were scrutinized. Berge and Mrozowski (2001) analyzed 890
studies related to distance education from 1990 to 1999, using articles from The American
Journal of Distance Education (AJDE), Distance Education (DE), Journal of Distance Education
(JDE), and Open Learning (OL), as well as thesis abstracts. Zawacki-Richter et al. (2009)
investigated the research conducted between 2000 and 2008 in OL, DE, AIDE, JDE, and The
International Review of Research in Open and Distributed Learning (IRRODL). Babur et al. (2015)
analyzed 1233 articles published between 2009 and 2013 in eight significant journals related to
distance education: Internet and Higher Education, AJDE, IRRODL, Online Journal of Distance
Learning Administration (OJDLA), OL, Turkish Online Journal of Distance Education (TOJDE),
European Journal of Open, Distance and E-Learning (EURODL), and DE. Their analysis focused on
research type, design, sample selection, sampling method, measurement instrument, and
analysis method. Bozkurt and Zawacki-Richter (2021) used text mining and social network
analysis approaches to determine the thematic trends of 1362 articles published between 2014
and 2019 in IRRODL, DE, OL, the International Journal of Distance Education Technologies
(I)DET), TOJDE, and AJDE.

In addition to the afore-mentioned studies, there are also analyses specifically focused
on distance education during the pandemic. These analyses reveal the research to utilize various
databases and methods. For instance, Bond (2020) systematically analyzed 89 studies indexed
in five different international databases, focusing on K-12 education during the pandemic.
Mishra et al. (2021) delved into studies on scientometric techniques, also known as bibliometric
methods, to analyze trends in e-learning articles during the pandemic. Their study, employing
the PRISMA approach and the SCOPUS database, conducted a thematic analysis of 330 articles.
Siraz (2021) examined research trends both during the development period of distance
education and the pandemic period using document analysis. 333 articles published between
2017 and 2020 in the Dergipark database were analyzed in terms of format, methodology, and
content. Brika et al. (2022) reviewed significant conceptual developments in studies on e-
learning in higher education published during the pandemic. They applied a bibliometric analysis
of 602 studies published between 2020 and 2021 in the Web of Science database. Arugaslan and
Civril (2023) investigated studies conducted in Turkey after March 2020 using the Dergipark

database, by exploring different combinations of the keywords "distance education" and "Covid-
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19 pandemic," and examined a total of 1009 studies. They evaluated descriptive and content
analysis studies by regarding their year, topic, method/model, study group, data collection
instrument, and data analysis method. Additionally, there are similar studies (e.g., Doo et al.,

2023; Farliana et al., 2023; Ozdamli & KaragozIu, 2022; Tonbuloglu & Akbel, 2023).

Various studies have been encountered to examine trends in the field of distance
education (Arugaslan & Civril, 2023; Berge & Mrozowski, 2001; Bozkurt & Zawacki-Richter, 2021;
Brika et al., 2022; Doo et al., 2023; Mishra et al., 2021; Shiraz, 2021; Zawacki-Richter et al., 2009).
However, as Butler-Henderson et al. (2020) pointed out, the increase in studies related to the
pandemic implies that the literature requiring analysis is also expanding. Therefore, it is essential
to examine the impact of the pandemic on distance education. Understanding the current
position in the field is crucial for advancing distance education (Hauser, 2013). Therefore, it has
been investigated whether or not the pandemic has caused changes in the topics and methods
of studies in distance education. Studies published in "Distance Education (DE)", "International
Review of Research in Open and Distance Learning (IRRODL)", and "American Journal of Distance
Education (AJDE)"—journals that were frequently evaluated even before the pandemic—were
analyzed for the period during which the pandemic began and spread. These studies were

examined in terms of their topics, content, methodology, and overall structure.
2. Method
2.1. Research Model

In the conducted study, analyses were performed on studies from 2020 to 2023 to
evaluate how distance education research evolved during the pandemic. For this purpose,
document analysis, a qualitative research method, was utilized. As Yildirim and Simsek (2008)
stated, document analysis involves collecting and analyzing printed or electronic materials
related to the phenomenon or phenomena being investigated. In this study, articles and
research articles published between March 2020 and March 2023 in the journals DE, IRRODL,

and AJDE were analyzed.
2.2. Journal and Article Selection

In the literature review, it was identified that previous studies conducted searches in
various journals or databases. In this study, articles from journals frequently analyzed in prior
research and indexed in the Social Sciences Citation Index—namely, "Distance Education,"

"International Review of Research in Open and Distance Learning," and "American Journal of
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Distance Education"—were examined. The timeframe for this study was limited to March 2020,
when the epidemic began to be recognized as a pandemic, to March 2023, when the pandemic
was still ongoing. In the selected journals, a total of 285 open-access articles and research
articles written in English published within this timeframe were included in the analysis. Reports,

reviews, and interviews were excluded from the study.
2.3. Data Collection Tools and Data Analysis

To collect data, the researcher reviewed previous trend studies and developed a data
collection form with modifications and additions based on several studies (Arugaslan & Civril,
2023; Babur et al., 2016; Berge & Mrozowski, 2001; Zawacki-Richter et al., 2009). For the article
topic section, the main headings identified in Zawacki-Richter et al.'s (2009) study were used,
grouping the studies into macro level, meso level, and micro level categories. An "other"
category was added at the micro level to include more specific topics such as teacher and parent
experiences, satisfaction, and perceptions. Using the developed data collection form, the
selected articles were analyzed for their general structure, methodology, and topics. Content
analysis, a well-developed method for organizing qualitative data quantitatively, was employed
to create frequencies and rankings of words or concepts (Miles & Huberman, 2016). The primary
goal of content analysis is to make the data understandable by forming concepts and
relationships, providing a more detailed examination than descriptive analysis (Yildirm &

Simsek, 2008). Content analysis was used to analyze the data in this study.
2.4. Validity and Reliability

To ensure reliability in the study, approximately 10% of the articles included from each
journal were analyzed by both the researcher and another independent researcher. Specifically,
7 out of 64 articles from the AIDE journal, 10 out of 95 articles from the DE journal, and 13 out
of 125 articles from the IRRODL journal were reviewed, totaling 30 articles. The inter-rater
agreement was found to be 84%. Additionally, 30 articles from different journals were re-
analyzed after four weeks, and the agreement rate was 90%. An inter-rater and intra-rater
reliability rate above 70% is considered evidence of reliability (Tavsancil & Aslan, 2001).
Therefore, the high agreement rates indicate strong reliability. In qualitative analysis, one of the
key conditions for ensuring validity is the better representation of data (Miles & Huberman,
2016). To achieve this, the data obtained through document analysis were organized into tables

using a form developed by the researcher, thereby enhancing readability.
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3. Findings

In the study a total of 285 articles published in three different journals between March
2020 and March 2023 were analyzed. The analysis considered several factors: the number of
articles per journal, whether the topic was related to the pandemic, publication time, number
of authors, article topic, research methods and design, sample level, data collection instruments,

analysis methods, sample size, and number of references. The findings are presented below.

In total, 96 articles from the Distance Education journal, 125 articles from the
International Review of Research in Open and Distributed Learning journal, and 64 articles from
the American Journal of Distance Education journal were scrutinized. Of the examined studies,
57 were related to the pandemic, whereas the remaining 228 articles were not. Table 1 displays

the distribution of pandemic-related studies across the journals.

Table 1
Journal distribution of studies related to the pandemic
Name of the Journal Number of the Articles
IRRODL 25
Distance Education 22
American Journal of Distance Education 10
Total 57

Analysis regarding the publication period focused only on the Distance Education
journal, where information regarding the submission dates of articles was provided. Due to the
lack of submission date information in the IRRODL and AJDE journals, it was impossible to
analyze the time taken for publication in these journals. The publication times of the 96 articles

published in the DE journal are given in Table 2.

Table 2
Article Publication Time
Publication time F %

2 months 4 4.17
3 months 4 4.17
4 months 18 18.75
5 months 13 13.54
6 months 12 12.50
7 months 18 18.75
8 months 9 9.38
9 months 8 8.33
10 months 3 3.13
11 months 1 1.04
13 months 3 3.13
16 months 3 3.13
Total 96 100
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As displayed in Table 2, the publication time in the DE journal varied between 2 months

to 16 months, with the majority (18.75%) being published within 4 months and 7 months per

each.

Table 3

Number of authors

Number of authors AJDE DE IRRODL Total

1 6 15 17 38
2 21 30 38 89
3 16 29 39 84
4 7 10 19 36
5 10 6 3 19
6 3 4 4 11
7 1 2 3 6
8 1 1
17 1 1
Total 64 96 125 285

Table 3 provides the number of authors for each article. The number of authors varies
from 1 to 17. It is noted that articles with 2 and 3 authors are more common, with single

instances of articles having 8 and 17 authors.

In terms of article topics, as classified by Zawacki-Richter et al. (2009), they encompass
Macro level, middle level, and Micro level, including 15 subcategories. Following the analysis, an
additional category labeled "Other" was added as the 16th category. The "Other" category

covers topics such as perceptions, attitudes, or readiness of educators or parents.

Table 4
Article Subject

Article Subject F %
Instructional design 45 15.79
Micro level Student characteristics 42 14.74
(121- %42,5) Interaction and communication in learning communities 20 7.02
Other 14 491
Distance education systems and institutions 21 7.37
Theories and models 21 7.37

Macro level - .
(87-%30,5) Research m?thods in d{stance education and knowledge transfer 19 6.67
Access, equity, and ethics 18 6.32
Globalization of education and intercultural aspects 8 2.81
Educational technology 42 14.74
Management and organization 14 491
Meso level Profgssional development and faculty support 9 3.16
(77-%27) Quality assurance . 5 1.75
Student support services 3 1.05
Innovation and change 2 0.70
Costs and benefits 2 0.70
Total 285 100

According to the information given in Table 4, the studies are predominantly focused on
instructional design at the micro level (15.79%), followed by student characteristics also at the

micro level (14.74%), and educational technology at the meso-level (14.74%). Upon examining
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all studies, it is observed that there are 87 studies categorized at the macro level concerning
distance education systems and theories, and 77 studies categorized at the meso level
concerning management, organization, and technology. A new category labeled as "Other" has
been added to micro-level studies as found closer to the level, and a total of 121 studies were
determined in the micro-level category. Therefore, it can be inferred that the majority of

research is centered around teaching and learning in distance education.

Table 5 presents information on the methods and designs used in the reviewed articles.
The studies employ quantitative, qualitative, literature review, mixed-methods, instrument

development and adaptation, evaluation, other, and unspecified methods.

Table 5

Methods and Design of the article
Method Design Number
Not specified 86
Other (Descriptive research, Experimental-single subject, Comparative study, 7
Mincerian earnings function...)
Experimental design, quasi-experimental 5
Quantitative (111) Cross-sectional survey 3
Correlational 3
3
2
2

Survey

Causal comparative

Semi-experimental

Not specified 28

Case study 19

Phenomenology 6
Qualitative (63) Other (Zaltman Metaphor Elicitation Technique, Emotion analysis, Action
research...)
Theory building (Grounded theory) 3
Multiple case study 2
Trend analysis 14
Literature review 10
Undisclosed 7
Other (Network method, Theory building, Text mining - social network
analysis...)
Systematic review
Not specified 13
Exploratory
Explanatory sequential design
Mixed-Methods (34) Other (Theory building (Grounded theory), Sequential mixed methods,

Convergence model...)

Variation

Sequential explanatory
Instrument Instrument development 1
Development and Adaptation
Adaptation,
Evaluation18)

Literature (40)

N W b (2R N w

w

Other (Evaluation, Revalidation)

Not specified
Other(10) Experimental design, quasi-experimental
Other (Evaluation, Design + Experimental)
Other (Analytical evaluation, Bibliographic study, OPV (online photo voice),
Design + Experimental...)
Not specified

Undisclosed

(9)

w o NN O N W
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As observed in Table 5, in the examined 285 articles ranked, quantitative methods were
used most frequently, comprising 38.35% of all studies (111 articles). Qualitative methods
followed with 22.10% (63 articles), then literature reviews (14.03% / 40 articles), mixed methods
(11.93% / 34 articles), instrument development or adaptation and evaluation studies (6.32% /
18 articles), studies using other methods (3.51% / 10 articles), and studies where the method

was unspecified (3.16% / 9 articles).

Each method was analyzed to determine which design was used. It was observed that
in many studies, the design used was not specified. Among studies where the design was
specified, case studies were prevalent in qualitative research, trend analysis in literature
reviews, exploratory designs in mixed methods, and development of new tools in instrument

development and adaptation studies.

Table 6 evaluates the sampling levels in the studies. The sampling levels vary;
nevertheless, they predominantly focus on categories such as undergraduate students, adult

individuals, articles, postgraduate students, and academics.

Table 6
Sampling Level
Sampling Level F %
Undergraduate Student 81 28.42
Articles 43 15.09
Adult 27 9.47
Not applicable 24 8.42
Postgraduate Student 23 8.07
Teacher-K12 19 6.67
Academic 13 4.56
Other (UE student, Learning leader, Gifted student, etc.) 9 3.16
Student-K12 8 2.81
Undergraduate Student + Postgraduate Student 7 2.46
Undergraduate Student + Academic 6 2.11
System Data 6 2.11
Educational/Instructional Designer 5 1.75
Parent 4 1.40
Participant 3 1.05
Administrator 3 1.05
Disabled students 2 0.70
High school student 2 0.70
Total 285 100

Table 6 reveals that the highest percentage of studies, 28.42%, involved undergraduate
students, ranking them at the top. Following this, studies utilizing previously published articles
accounted for 15.09% of the total in the second rank. Among studies categorized under "Other,"
which includes remote education students, learning leaders, special educators, gifted students,

quality coordinators, open textbooks, and engineers, only a single study was identified.
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Table 7 presents the data collection tools used in the studies, indicating that some

studies employed a single data collection tool, while others utilized multiple tools.

Table 7
Data collection tool
Data collection tool F %
Existing scale/survey + system record/grade/developed scale 71 2491
Survey/scale developed in the research 48 16.84
Semi-structured interview 38 13.33
Document 30 10.53
Survey with open-ended questions 25 8.77
Other (Evaluation form/observational data/discussion form/report, etc.) 17 5.96
Survey/scale developed in the research + grade/GPA/document 15 5.26
System records 12 4.21
Semi-structured interview + document/focus group discussion 7 2.46
Adapted scale 5 1.75
Discussion form + reflection report + survey 5 1.75
System records + GPA/survey/participation in activity 4 1.40
Focus group discussion 3 1.05
Focus group discussion + reflection report/logbook 3 1.05
Grade/GPA 2 0.70
Total 285 100

According to Table 7, the most frequently used method in 71 studies is the use of existing
scales/surveys along with system records, grades, or developed scales in the research. Following

this, the use of surveys/scales developed specifically for the research is observed.

Table 8 displays the data analysis methods used in the studies. Two main classifications
are made: quantitative and qualitative analysis. The analyses used in quantitative and qualitative

analysis methods are grouped accordingly.

Table 8
Data analysis methods
Data analysis methods F %
Quantitative Descriptive analysis + Inferential analysis (t-test/ chi-square/ regression/
correlation/ Mann-Whitney U/ Wilcoxon/ ANOVA/ ANCOVA/ post hoc, etc.) + 100 54.65
Validity/ Reliability

Other (Survival analysis, phenomenological analysis, LCA analysis, etc.) 32 12.02
Regression/ Multiple Regression 22 8.20
Structural Equation Modeling/ Least Squares 15 7.65
Exploratory Factor Analysis + Confirmatory Factor Analysis 14 17.49
Total 183 100
Qualitative Content analysis 27 26.47
Thematic analysis 22 2157
Not specified 20 19.61
Other 18 17.65
Open coding - axial coding - selective coding 7 6.86
Descriptive analysis 5 4.90
Phenomenological analysis 3 2.94
Total 102 100

As displayed in Table 8, quantitative analysis was used in 183 studies, with descriptive

analysis, inferential analysis, and validity/reliability analysis being conducted in 100 studies,
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making it the most frequently used analysis method. Among the 102 studies utilizing qualitative
analysis, content analysis was employed in 27 studies, ranking as the most preferred data
analysis method. The number of studies in which the method is not expressed rooms the second

place.

Table 9 provides the sample sizes used in the studies. It was observed that 43 studies
did not specify their sample sizes. The studies with specified sample sizes are listed in descending

order from largest to smallest.

Table 9
Sample size
Sample size F %
1-20 37 12.98
21-40 25 8.77
41-60 15 5.26
61-80 13 4.56
81-100 14 491
101-200 32 11.23
201-300 18 6.32
301-400 19 6.67
401-500 14 491
501-600 7 2.46
601-700 6 2.11
701-800 1 0.35
801-900 4 1.40
900-1000 5 1.75
1000+ 32 11.23
Not suitable 43 15.09
Total 285 100

As observed in Table 9, it was determined that the majority of studies with specified
sample sizes fell within the range of 1-20 samples. There were 37 studies with sample sizes
ranging from 1 to 20, constituting 12.98% of all studies. Following this, the second largest group

included studies with sample sizes ranging from 101 to 200, comprising 11.23% of all studies.

Table 10 provides the number of references used in the studies. While different numbers

of references were utilized, it was found that the references in the studies ranged from 10 to

120.

Table 10

Reference number

Sample size F %
41-50 67 2351
51-60 61  21.40
31-40 55  19.30
21-30 36 12.63
61-70 23 8.07
71-80 19 6.67
10-20 12 4.21
81-90 7 2.46
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91-120 5 1.75
Total 285 100

As indicated in Table 10, it is observed that the study with the highest number of
references falls within the range of 41-50 references, followed by studies with 51-60 references.

The study using 91-120 references has the lowest rate at 1.75%.
4. Conclusion, Discussion and Suggestions

In this study, the aim was to shed light and evaluate the topics and methods used in
studies conducted in the field of distance education during the period from March 2020 to
March 2023, encompassing the onset and peak of the pandemic. To achieve this goal, an analysis
was conducted on articles published in "Distance Education (DE)," "American Journal of Distance
Education (AJDE)," and "The International Review of Research in Open and Distributed Learning
(IRRODL)." These journals were chosen for their indexing in the Social Sciences Citation Index
and their Q1/Q2 status, indicating their significance in the field of distance education. A total of
285 articles with open access permissions and published in English were identified within the

specified timeframe in the categories of articles and article research.

Among the three journals examined, it is observed that during 2020-2023, IRRODL
published the highest number of articles (125), followed by DE (96) and AJDE (64). In the same
vein, the study by Babur et al. (2016) found the same order of publication numbers for IRRODL,
DE, and AJDE during the years 2009-2013. Furthermore, these three journals were also included
in the study by Zawacki-Richter et al. (2009), where they were similarly ranked as IRRODL, DE,
and AJDE from 2000 to 2008. This consistency in publication trends is believed to reflect the
editorial policies of these journals. Each journal varies in its number of issues and publications
per volume, indicating no standardized publication volume. Therefore, the number of
publications also varies. Despite analyzing 285 articles, only 57 were found to be related to the
pandemic during this period. The relatively low number of pandemic-related publications is
considered expected as the preparation and publication of studies in these journals require
considerable time. Additionally, the ongoing publication of studies pending evaluation before
the pandemic may have contributed to this situation, indicating a continuation of pandemic-

related research publications.

The publication time of articles could only be determined for the DE journal among the
journals examined. The absence of submission dates for articles in the other two journals
hindered this evaluation. In the DE journal, it was observed that the shortest time for publication

was 2 months, while the longest was 16 months. Publications mostly occurred within 4 months
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and 7 months. The distinct publication time in only one journal complicates meaningful
interpretation, as the high number of submissions to these journals and potential reluctance in

peer review negatively affect publication times.

In this study, it was determined that the number of authors in articles varies between 1
and 17, with single-authored and 17-authored studies being present, while other studies
predominantly have 7 or fewer authors. Most studies are conducted with 2 authors, followed
by those with 3 authors. Considering the nature of the journals examined, the scope of the
research conducted, and the collaborative benefits of multiple authors, it is considered normal
for the majority of studies to have 2-3 authors. It is observed that the number of studies with
five or more authors is relatively low. This could be attributed to the challenges associated with
increasing communication and achieving consensus among multiple authors. In the study by
Zawacki-Richter et al. (2009), single-authored studies were predominant, followed by studies
with two and three authors. Similarly, Mishra et al. (2021) found that, like in their study, the

majority of studies had 2 authors, followed by those with 3 authors.

When grouping article topics, a framework based on three main categories—macro-
level, meso-level, and micro-level—established by Zawacki et al. (2009) was adopted, with
fifteen subcategories, including an additional category named "others." Within the micro-level,
a new subcategory encompassing topics such as parent/teacher satisfaction, perception, or
readiness was added. Analysis revealed that micro-level topics accounted for 42.5% of the
studies, followed by macro-level topics at 30.5%, and meso-level topics at 27%. Among all
categories, instructional design and student characteristics were the most prevalent under the
micro-level. The study also found that the topic of educational technology under the meso-level
was studied as much as student characteristics. The least studied topics under the meso-level
included costs and benefits, innovation and change, student support services, quality assurance,
professional development, and faculty support. The predominance of course-based or easily
accessible samples in conducted studies may explain this trend. Consistent with the study
findings, Zawacki-Richter et al. (2009) reported a similar predominance of micro-level studies,
comprising more than half of all studies reviewed, with interaction and communication (17.6%),
instructional design (17.4%), and student characteristics (16.3%) being the most studied topics.
Topics such as costs and benefits (1.7%) and innovation and change (1.9%) were among the least
studied. Berge and Mrozowski (2001) conducted a topic analysis in ten categories, finding that
design issues, interaction and active learning, and student characteristics, akin to micro-level

topics, were the most frequently studied. Similar to the least studied topics identified in the
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current study under the meso-level, Berge and Mrozowski (2001) identified equity, accessibility,
and cost/benefit as the least studied topics. In the study by Arugaslan and Civril (2023), the most
frequently studied topics included research on students, research on teachers, and the
examination of the effectiveness of distance education-delivered courses. Comparing these
topics with the research conducted in the current study suggests a similarity to micro-level
topics, indicating a parallel in the most frequently studied categories. Similarly, Bozkurt and
Zawacki-Richter (2021) conducted a t-SEN analysis of 1362 article abstracts and titles, identifying
a high concentration on using educational technology to design learning and teaching
experiences and on student learning in online environments in distance education journals. They
emphasized that instructional design is a prominent area in publications related to distance
education. Despite variations in years, it is possible to say that the most frequently studied topics
remain similar. The ease of data collection for studies assessing the educational environment or
student, as well as the desire of authors to address observed issues, may explain the intensity in

research topics.

The methods used in the articles consist of quantitative, qualitative, literature review,
mixed methods, instrument development and adaptation, evaluation studies, and other studies.
It was observed that the method was not specified in nine studies. Similarly, high usage of
quantitative methods was found in the studies by Zawacki-Richter et al. (2009) and Ozdamli and
Karagozlu (2022). In Babur et al.'s (2009) study, qualitative methods were most preferred,
followed by quantitative methods, literature review, and mixed methods, respectively.
Arugaslan and Civril (2023) identified qualitative methods as most frequently used, followed by
quantitative methods, with mixed methods being the least utilized. Mishra et al. (2021) noted a
prevalence of studies without method, often reflective or opinion-based studies. Subsequently,
guantitative, qualitative, and mixed methods were listed in that order. It is evident that there is
variability in the ranking of methods used in studies, which may be influenced by the profile of

articles submitted to the journals examined and the specific topics under investigation.

It was found that in a significant portion of quantitative, qualitative, and mixed research
designs, the design was not specified. Arugaslan and Civril (2023) asserted that a substantial
portion of the studies they examined did not specify the method or model used. In the current
study, it was observed that case studies were most commonly used in qualitative studies where
the design was specified. Trend analysis studies were prevalent in literature reviews, instrument
development and adaptation studies focused on evaluation, as reported in the literature. Babur

et al. (2009) reported a different pattern where survey designs were most prevalent in
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qguantitative methods. Case studies were similarly conducted in qualitative research. In this
study, when examining the methods section, the presence or absence of a design statement was
the primary criterion, and further interpretations were not made. Therefore, variability in

reporting may be expected.

When examining the sample levels in the articles, a predominant trend towards students
and educators is observed. It was determined that the most common group studied involves
undergraduate students, accounting for 28.42% of the studies. Additionally, graduate students,
K-12 students, and disabled students were also represented in the sample levels. Similarly,
Babur et al. (2016) identified undergraduate students as the most studied group. Likewise,
Bozkurt and Zawacki-Richter (2021) noted a predominance of studies in higher education
contexts. Davies et al. (2010) found that studies with graduate students were more prevalent.
Arugaslan and Civril (2023) classified their study group into students (50.11%), educators
(38.52%), and others (11.37%). The predominance of undergraduate students in studies aligns
with the findings of this study, possibly reflecting the majority of authors working in higher
education institutions. Literature review studies constitute 15.09% of the sample level, likely
connected to the examination of articles. The sample rate for adult education is 9.47%, possibly

reflecting the appeal of distance education to adults.

It was determined that there is diversity in the data collection tools used. The most
commonly used data collection method, accounting for 24.91%, involves the use of an existing
scale/survey along with system records or grade points or a scale developed in the research.
Some studies use a single data collection tool, whereas others use multiple tools. Studies that
collected data solely through focus group interviews accounted for 1.05% of all studies, while
those using only grade points/GPA accounted for 0.70%. In studies using a single data collection
tool, surveys/scales developed in the research, semi-structured interview forms, and surveys
consisting of document and open-ended questions were ranked accordingly. Consistently, Babur
et al. (2016) found surveys to be the most commonly used tool, followed by interview forms and
scales. Therefore, there is similarity in the top three rankings. In Arugaslan and Civril's (2023)
study, interview forms/question forms were most frequently used as data collection tools. The
predominance of qualitative studies at the top of the list in the reviewed studies is also reflected
in the choice of data collection tools. Second in frequency is the use of scales/surveys. The

diversity in data collection tools is expected in studies published in these examined journals.
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The data analysis methods are divided into quantitative and qualitative approaches.
Quantitative methods commonly involve descriptive and inferential analyses, along with
regression analysis, structural equation modeling, and factor analyses. It has been observed that
other methods such as survival analysis, phenomenological analysis, and LCA are used in about
12.02% of all studies. In qualitative data analysis, content analysis method is predominantly
used, whereas in 19.61% of studies, the analysis method is not specified. Descriptive analysis
and phenomenological analysis are among the least preferred methods. Although Babur et al.
(2016) did not categorize their data analysis methods into quantitative and qualitative, their
study aligns with the preference for descriptive analysis followed by content analysis in both
quantitative and qualitative studies. Berge and Mrozowski (2001) did not categorize their data
analysis methods as quantitative or qualitative but found that descriptive research (74.83%) was
most common, followed by case studies, with experimental studies comprising only 6%. This
scarcity of experimental studies correlates with findings in our study. Arugaslan and Civril (2023)
identified content analysis as the most used method in data analysis, followed by descriptive

statistics, which is consistent with the varied methods observed in reviewed articles.

The sample sizes varied across studies. The majority of studies (12.98%) utilized sample
sizes ranging from 1 to 20. Studies with 1000 or more samples ranked second, indicating a
potential skew due to the inclusion of large-scale data from institutional records. The group with
101-200 samples constituted 11.23% of all studies. Following these, studies with sample sizes
ranging from 21-40, 301-400, and 201-300 were observed. Studies with 500-1000 samples were
relatively fewer. Additionally, 43 studies were identified where sample sizes were deemed
inappropriate. Sample sizes can vary depending on the research topic, with micro-level studies

showing a higher concentration, influenced by factors affecting sample size decisions.

The number of references varies between 10 and 120 in the reviewed studies. It was
observed that studies with the least number of references, specifically between 41-50,
constitute 23.51% of all studies. Following this, there are studies with 61-70 references,
accounting for 21.40% of the total. Studies with 81-90, 91-120, and 10-20 references were
comparatively lower. Zawacki-Richter et al. (2009) categorized reference numbers into intervals
ranging from 0-5 to 126-130. The intervals of 16-20 and 11-15 references were most frequent.
This suggests that references can be organized to fit well within established journals without
exceeding a high number. The concentration of references falls between 41 and 70, which might

suffice for understanding the topic in a single article.
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The research offers the following recommendations based on its findings:

¢ The study has certain limitations. It was confined to 285 articles published in IRRODL,
ADIJE, and DE journals between March 2020 and March 2023. Future studies could encompass a

longer period and include reviews of articles from more diverse journals.

¢ To determine publication lead times in journals, specifying article submission dates

could be beneficial for authors to gain insights into the process.

* Subjects least explored in the articles, such as "costs and benefits" at intermediate

levels, "innovation and change," "student support services," "quality assurance," "professional

development and faculty support," could be further investigated in future studies.

e The study indicates a predominant focus on higher education contexts. Therefore,

increasing research efforts in other educational levels is recommended.
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1. Giris

Uzaktan egitim, egitimde cagdas bir olgu olarak kabul edilse de, kékeninin 1892'de
Pensilvanya Eyalet Universitesi'nde yazisma calismalarinin gelistirilmesine kadar dayandig
goriulmektedir (Bunker,2003). Cok uzun bir gecmisi olmasa da her gecen yil uzaktan egitime olan
ilginin diinya capinda giderek daha yaygin hale geldigi goriilmektedir (Allen & Seaman, 2017;
Johnston, 2020). Pandemi slrecinde ise bu ilgi zorunlu bir sekilde her egitim seviyesinde ihtiyaca
donliigsmustir. Clnki pandeminin egitime olan bakis agimizi ve egitimi yorumlama seklimizi
degistirdigi goralmuistlir (Bozkurt ve Sharma, 2020). Uzaktan egitimin giderek yayginlasmasi bu
alanda yapilan calismalarin glincel durumlarinin incelenmesi gerektigini akla getirmektedir.
Literatlirde uzaktan egitim ile ilgili yapilan ¢alismalarin incelendigi arastirmalarin 1980’li yillara
dayandigl gorilmektedir (Babur vd., 2016). Bu calismalar uzaktan egitim alaninda calisilan

konulari ve ¢alisma yéntemlerini belirlemek agisindan incelenmektedir.

Calismalardaki konu alanlari incelendiginde; Sherry (1995) uzaktan egitimle ilgili; kilit
katilimcilarin rollerini yeniden tanimlama, teknoloji secimi ve benimseme, tasarim konulari,
etkilesim ve aktif 6grenmeyi artirma stratejileri, 6grenen ozellikleri, 6grenci destegi, islemsel
konular, politika ve yonetim sorunlari ile esitlik ve ulasilabilirlik olmak (izere on arastirma konusu
olusturmustur. Berge ve Mrozowski’'nin (2001) de calismasinda Sherry (1995) tarafindan
olusturulan konu alanlarina gére gruplama yaptig goriilmistir. Gircan ve Cagiltay (2023)
yaptiklari calismada 2008-2018 yillari arasinda yayimlanan 27.735 dergi makalesini analiz ederek
uzaktan egitim arastirma temalarini ve egilimlerini incelemislerdir. Anlamsal igerik analizi yapilan
¢alismada; “sistemin kurulmasi, medya, degerlendirme, yontem, icerik, egitim dizeyleri,
O0grenen, arastirma yontemleri, etkilesim-iletisim ve kaynak-malzeme-ara¢” olmak Uzere on
tema belirlenmistir. Zawacki-Richter vd. (2009) on bir llkeden 25 uzmanin katihmi ile
gerceklestirdigi delphi calismasinda 695 makaleyi incelenmis ve uzman yanitlarinin niteliksel
analizi sonucunda, uzaktan egitim arastirmalari icin li¢c genis meta-seviyesi olusturmuslardir. Bu
seviyeler makro dilzey, orta diizey ve mikro diizey olarak siralanmistir. Zawacki-Richter vd.
(2009) literaturde inceledikleri calismalari bu konu basliklarina gére analiz etmislerdir. Bu

diizeylerde asagidaki konu basliklari yer almaktadir:

e Makro diizey: Uzaktan egitim sistemleri ve teorileri, uzaktan 6gretim sistemleri ve
kurumlari, teoriler ve modeller, erisim, esitlik ve etik, egitimin kiresellesmesi ve kiltirler arasi

yonler, uzaktan egitimde arastirma yontemleri ve bilgi aktarimi
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¢ Orta seviye: Yonetim, organizasyon ve teknoloji, egitim teknolojisi, yenilik ve degisim,
mesleki gelisim ve fakiilte destegi, kalite glivencesi, 6grenci destek hizmetleri, yénetim ve

organizasyon, maliyetler ve faydalar

e Mikro dilizey: Uzaktan egitimde 6gretme ve 68renme, Ogretim tasarimi, 6grenme

topluluklarinda etkilesim ve iletisim, 6grenci 6zellikleri

Yapilan c¢alismalarda farkli bircok dergi incelenmis olsa da benzer dergilerde
incelemelerin yapildigi goriilmustir. Berge ve Mrozowski (2001) uzaktan egitim ile ilgili 1990-
1999 yillari arasindaki ¢alismalari The American Journal of Distance Education (AJDE), Distance
Education (DE), Journal of Distance Education (JDE), Open Learning (OL) dergileri ile tez
Ozetlerinden incelemis ve toplam 890 calismayi analiz etmistir. Zawacki-Richter vd. (2009) OL,
DE, AJDE, JDE ve The International Review of Research in Open and Distributed Learning
(IRRODL) dergilerinde 2000-2008 vyillari arasinda yapilmis olan arastirmalari incelemislerdir.
Babur vd. (2015) uzaktan egitim ile ilgili 6nemli olan dergilerden Internet and Higher Education,
AJDE, IRRODL, Online Journal of Distance Learning Administration (OJDLA), OL, Turkish Online
Journal of Distance Education (TOJDE), European Journal of Open, Distance and E-Learning
(EURODL) ve DE olmak Uizere toplam sekiz tanesinde 2009-2013 yillari arasinda yayimlanan 1233
makaleyi arastirma tir(, deseni, 6rneklem sec¢imi, 6rnekleme yéntemi, 6lgme araci ve analiz
yontemi agisindan analiz etmislerdir. Bozkurt ve Zawacki-Richter (2021) IRRODL, DE, OL, The
International Journal of Distance Education Technologies (IJDET), TOJDE, AJDE dergilerinde
2014-2019 yillari arasinda yayimlanan toplam 1362 makalenin tematik egilimini belirlemek igin

metin madenciligi, sosyal ag analizi yaklagimlarini kullanmiglardir.

Yukanida belirtilen galismalarin yani sira daha spesifik olarak pandemi déneminde
uzaktan egitim ile ilgili yapilan ¢alismalarin analizleri de bulunmaktadir. Bu analizlerde de farkh
veri tabanlarinda ve farkli ydéntemler ile yapilan incelemeler gériilmektedir. Ornegin Bond
(2020), pandemi siurecinde yapilan ve bes farkli uluslararasi veri tabaninda indekslenen K-12
diizeyinde 89 calismay! sistematik acidan analiz etmistir. Mishra vd. (2021) pandemi siirecinde
e-0grenme ile ilgili makalelerdeki egilimi belirlemek icin bibliyometrik olarak da bilinen
scientometrik teknik kullanimi ile ¢calismalari analiz etmislerdir. PRISMA yaklasiminin ve SCOPUS
veri tabaninin kullanildigi ¢alismada tematik analiz icin 330 makalenin incelemesi
gerceklestirilmistir. Siraz (2021) calismasinda hem uzaktan egitimin gelisim doneminde hem de
pandemi doneminde arastirma egilimlerini dokiiman analizi yontemi ile incelemistir. Dergipark

veritabaninda 2017-2020 yillari arasinda yayimlanmis olan 333 makale bi¢cim, metodoloji ve
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icerik acisindan analiz edilmistir. Brika vd. (2022) pandemi sirasinda yayimlanan ¢alismalardaki
onemli kavramsal gelismeleri incelemek igin yilksekogretimde e-6grenme konusundaki
¢alismalari incelemistir. Web of Science veri tabaninda 2020-2021 yillarinda yayimlanan 602
¢alismanin bibliyometrik analizini yapmislardir. Arugaslan ve Civril (2023) Turkiye'de 2020 Mart
ayindan sonra yapilmis olan calismalari Dergipark veri tabani lizerinden uzaktan egitim ve Covid
19 pandemisi kelimelerinin farkli kombinasyonlari ile arastirmis ve toplam 1009 calismayi
incelemislerdir. Betimsel analiz ve icerik analizi ile ilgili calismalar yil, konu, yontem/model,
calisma grubu, veri toplama araci ve veri analiz yontemi acisindan degerlendirilmistir. Bunlarin
yani sira benzer ¢alismalarda bulunmaktadir. (Orn: Doo vd., 2023; Farliana vd., 2023; Ozdamli &

Karagozlu 2022; Tonbuloglu & Akbel, 2023).

Literatlirde uzaktan egitim alanindaki egilimi inceleyen farkli ¢alismalarin bulundugu
goralmastir (Arugaslan & Civril, 2023; Berge & Mrozowski 2001; Bozkurt & Zawacki-Richter,
2021; Brika vd.,2022; Doo vd., 2023; Mishra vd., 2021; Siraz, 2021; Zawacki-Richter vd., 2009) .
Ancak Butler-Henderson vd.nin (2020) ifade ettigi gibi pandemi ile ilgili yapilan ¢alismalarin
artmasi bu konuda analiz gerektiren literatiiriin de giderek arttig1 anlamina gelmektedir. Dolayisi
ile pandeminin uzaktan egitime olan yansimasinin incelenmesi gerekmektedir. Uzaktan egitim
alaninda ilerleyebilmek igin su an nerede bulundugumuzu anlamak énemlidir (Hauser, 2013). Bu
nedenle pandeminin uzaktan egitim alaninda yapilan galismalarda konu ve yontem agisindan
degisiklige neden olup olmadigl incelenmistir. Pandemi oncesinde de bir¢ok ¢alismada
degerlendirilmis olan “Distance Education (DE)”, “International Review of Research in Open and
Distance Learning (IRRODL)” ve “American Journal of Distance Education (AJDE)” dergilerinde
pandeminin basladigl ve yaygin oldugu sireg icinde yapilan ¢alismalar analiz edilmis ve

calismalar konu, icerik, metodoloji ve genel yapi agisindan incelenmistir.
2. Yontem
2.1. Arastirma modeli

Yapilan c¢alismada uzaktan egitim ile ilgili calismalarin pandemi siiresinde nasil
sekillendigini degerlendirmek amaciyla 2020-2023 yillari arasinda yapilan ¢alismalar analiz
edilmistir. Bu amacla nitel arastirma yontemleri arasinda yer alan dokiman incelemesi
kullanilmistir. Yildirim ve Simsek’in (2008) ifade ettigi gibi dokiiman incelemesinde arastirmasi
yapilan olgu veya olgular hakkindaki basili veya elektronik materyallerin toplanmasini ve analiz

edilmesi yer almaktadir. Bu ¢calismada da 2020 Mart - 2023 Mart arasinda DE, IRRODL ve AJDE
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dergilerinde makale ve arastirma makalesi niteli§inde olan makalelerin analizi

gerceklestirilmistir.
2.2. Dergi ve Makale Segimi

Literatlr incelemesinde daha once yapilan calismalarda farkli dergi ya da veri
tabanlarinda tarama yapildigi belirlenmistir. Bu ¢alismada 6nceki calismalarda da siklikla
incelemesi yapilan, Social Sciences Citation indekste taranmis olan “Distance Education”,
“International Review of Research in Open and Distance Learning” ve “American Journal of
Distance Education” dergilerinde yer alan makaleler incelenmistir. Yil sinirlamasi igin salgin
hastaligin pandemi olarak kabul edilmeye basladigi 2020 Mart ile salginin yogun olarak devam
ettigi 2023 Mart araligi kullanilmistir. Belirlenen dergilerde bu tarihler arasinda yayimlanan acik
erisimi bulunan, ingilizce dilinde makale ve arastirma makalelesi olan toplam 285 calisma
incelemeye dahil edilmistir. Yansi, rapor, inceleme ve roportajlar calisma kapsaminda

kullanilmamustir.
2.3. Veri toplama araci ve veri analizi

Veri toplamak icin arastirmaci tarafindan daha 6nce yapilmis olan egilim calismalari
incelenmis ve bazi calismalardan (Arugaslan & Civril 2023; Babur vd., 2016; Berge & Mrozowski,
2001; Zawacki-Richter vd., 2009) faydalanarak yeni eklemeler ve degistirmeler ile veri toplama
formu gelistirilmistir. Makale konusu bdlimiinde temelde Zawacki-Richter vd. (2009)
¢alismasinda belirlenen konu basliklari kullanilmis makro diizey, orta seviye ve mikro diizeyde
¢alismalar gruplandiriimistir. Bu ana baslklara mikro diizeyde “diger” bashgi eklenmistir. Diger
bashgl o6gretmen ve veli deneyimleri, memnuniyetleri, algilari gibi daha spesifik konulari
icermektedir. Gelistirilen veri toplama formu kullanilarak belirlenen 0Ozellikteki makaleler
incelenmis ve genel yapi, yontem ve konu agisindan analizler gerceklestirilmistir. Nitel verinin
nicel olarak diizenlendigi uzun ve iyi gelistirilmis bir ydntem olan icerik analizi ile kelimelerin veya
kavramlarin frekans ve siralamanin olusturulmasidir (Miles & Huberman, 2016). icerik analizinde
temel amag, verilerin anlasilabilir olmasi icin kavramlar ve iliskiler olusturulur. Betimsel analize
gore daha detayli bir inceleme bulunmaktadir (Yildirnm & Simsek, 2008). Yapilan ¢alismada da

veriler analiz edilirken icerik analizi kullaniimistir.
2.4. Gegerlik ve Giivenirlik

Arastirmada glvenirligi saglamak amaciyla her bir dergiden c¢alismaya dahil edilen

makalelerin yaklasik %10’u yani ADJE dergisindeki toplam 64 makaleden 7, DE dergisindeki
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toplam 95 makaleden 10 ve IRRODL dergisindeki toplam 125 makaleden 13 olmak lzere 30
makale hem arastirmaci hem de bir baska arastirmaci tarafindan analiz edilmistir. Analiz
sonucunda puanlayicilar arasi uyumun %84 oldugu belirlenmistir. Bunun yani sira farkh
dergilerde yayimlanan 30 makale dort hafta ara ile yeniden analiz etmis ve uyum ylizdesi % 90
olarak belirlenmigstir. Puanlayicilar arasi ve puanlayicilar igi glivenirligin %70’ten yiiksek olmasi
glvenirligin bir kaniti olarak degerlendiriimektedir (Tavsancil & Aslan, 2001). Bu nedenle
belirlenen uyum ylizdelerinin yiiksek oldugu ifade edilmektedir. Nitel analizde gecerliligin
saglanmasinda temel kosullardan biri verilerin daha iyi gosterilmesi olarak ifade edilmektedir
(Miles & Huberman, 2016). Bu amacla dokiiman incelemesi ile olusturulan veriler arastirmaci
tarafindan gelistirilen form ile diizenlenerek tablo haline getirilmis ve okunurlugun artmasi

saglanmistir.
3. Bulgular

Calisma kapsaminda 2020 Mart- 2023 Mart arasinda 3 farkl dergide yayimlanan toplam
285 makale incelenmistir. Yapilan incelemede dergilerdeki makale dagilim sayisi, calisilan
konunun pandemi ile ilgili olup olmamasi, basim siiresi, yazar sayisi, makale konusu, arastirma
yontem ve deseni, 6rneklem diizeyi, veri toplama aracglari, analiz yontemleri, 6rneklem sayisi ve

referans sayisi dikkate alinarak analiz yapilmis ve bulgular asagida sunulmustur.

Distance Education dergisinde 96, International Review of Research in Open and
Distributed Learning dergisinde 125 ve American Journal of Distance Education dergisinde 64
makale incelenmistir. incelenen calismalardan 57 tanesinin pandemi ile ilgili oldugu kalan 228
makalenin ise pandemi ile ilgili olmadigi gorilmustir. Tablol’de pandemi ile ilgili galismalarin

dergi dagilimi goriilmektedir.

Tablo 1

Pandemi ile ilgili yapilan ¢alismalarin dergi dagilimlari

Dergi Adi Toplam makale sayisi
IRRODL 25
Distance Education 22
American Journal of Distance Education 10
Genel Toplam 57

Basim siiresi ile ilgili yapilan analizde sadece Distance Education dergisinde makalenin
gonderim tarihi ile ilgili bilgi verilmistir. IRRODL ve AJDE dergilerinde makale génderim tarihi
verilmedigiicin ne kadar sirede basildigiile ilgili analiz yapilamamistir. DE dergisinde yayimlanan

96 makalenin basim siiresi ise Tablo 2’de goriilmektedir.
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Tablo 2

Makale basim siiresi

Basim siiresi F %
2 ay 4 4,17
3ay 4 4,17
4 ay 18 18,75
5ay 13 13,54
6 ay 12 12,50
7 ay 18 18,75
8 ay 9 9,38
9ay 8 8,33
10 ay 3 3,13
11ay 1 1,04
13 ay 3 3,13
16 ay 3 3,13
Toplam 96 100

Tablo 2’de verildigi gibi DE dergisinde basim siiresinin 2 ay-16 ay arasinda degistigi ve en

fazla 4 ay (%18,75) ve 7 ay (%18,75) iginde yayimlandigi gériilmektedir.

Tablo 3

Makale yazar sayisi

Yazar Sayisi AJDE DE IRRODL Genel Toplam

1 6 15 17 38
2 21 30 38 89
3 16 29 39 84
4 7 10 19 36
5 10 6 3 19
6 3 4 4 11
7 1 2 3 6

8 1 1

17 1 1

Genel Toplam 64 96 125 285

Tablo 3’te makalelerin yazar sayilari verilmistir. Yazar sayisi 1- 17 arasinda degisiklik
gostermektedir. 2 ve 3 yazarli galismalarin daha ¢ok oldugu, 8 ve 17 yazarl birer ¢alismanin

bulundugu gorilmektedir.

Makale konusu Zawacki-Richter vd. (2009) tarafindan yapilan siniflandirmada Makro
dlizey, orta seviye ve mikro diizey olmak lizere ve 15 alt kategoriyi icermektedir. Yapilan analiz
sonucunda 15 alt kategorinin yani sira 16. kategori olarak diger isimli kategori eklenmistir. Diger

kategorisi 6gretim elemaninin veya ebeveynin algisi, tutumu ya da hazirbulunuslugu konularini

kapsamaktadir.
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Tablo 4
Makale konusu
Makale konusu F %
Ogretim tasarimi 45 15,79
Mikro diizey  Ogrenci dzellikleri 42 14,74
(121-%42,5)  Ogrenme topluluklarinda etkilesim ve iletisim 20 7,02
Diger 14 4,91
Uzaktan 6gretim sistemleri ve kurumlari 21 7,37
. Teoriler ve modeller 21 7,37
Makro diizey .. . .. .
(87-%30,5) Uz.a_ktan e.glltlm ve Pl|gl aktariminda arastirma yontemleri 19 6,67
Erisim, esitlik ve etik 18 6,32
Egitimin kliresellesmesi ve kiltirler arasi yénler 8 2,81
Egitim teknolojisi 42 14,74
Y6netim ve organizasyon 14 4,91
Orta seviye Me.sleki"geli§im.ve Ogretim Uyesi destegi 9 3,16
(77-%27) Ifavllte g.uvence5| - . 5 1,75
Ogrenci destek hizmetleri 3 1,05
innovasyon ve degisim 2 0,70
Maliyetler ve faydalar 2 0,70
Genel Toplam 285 100

Tablo 4’de verilen bilgilere gore yapilan ¢alismalarin en fazla mikro seviyede yer alan
Ogretim tasarimi (%15,79) konusunda, sonrasinda yine mikro diizeyde yer alan 6grenci 6zellikleri
(%14,74) ve orta seviyede bulunan egitim teknolojisi (%14,74) konusunda oldugu gorilmektedir.
Tum calismalara bakildiginda ise makro diizey olarak gruplanan uzaktan egitim sistemleri ve
teorileri ile ilgili calismalarin 87, orta seviye olarak gruplanan yénetim, organizasyon ve teknoloji
ile ilgili calismalarin 77 tane oldugu goérilmustilr. Diger olarak kodlanan yeni kategori mikro
diizey ¢alismalara daha yakin oldugu icin bu diizeye eklenmis ve mikro diizey kategoride toplam

121 calisma oldugu gorilmistiir. Dolayisi ile en fazla ¢alismanin uzaktan egitimde 6grenme ve

ogretme ile ilgili yapildig soylenebilir.

Tablo %5’de incelenen makalelerde kullanilan yontem ve desen ile ilgili bilgiler yer
almaktadir. Calismalarda nicel, nitel, alan yazin, karma, arag¢ gelistirme ve uyarlama,

degerlendirme, diger ve belirtilmemis yontemlerin kullanildigi gérilmektedir.
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Tablo 5

Makale yéntemi ve deseni

Desen Makale
Yontem Sayisi
Belirtiimemis 86
Diger (Betimsel arastirma, Deneysel-tek denekli, Karsilastirmali ¢calisma, 7
Mincerian kazang fonksiyonu...)
Deneysel desen-yari deneysel 5
Nicel (111) Kesitsel tarama 3
Korelasyon 3
Tarama 3
Nedensel karsilastirmali 2
Yari deneysel 2
Belirtiimemis 28
Durum galismasi 19
Nitel (63) Fenomenoloji 6
Diger (Zaltman Metafor Ortaya Cikarma, Duygu analizi, Eylem arastirmasi...) 5
Kuram olusturma (grounded theory) 3
Coklu Durum galismasi 2
Trend analizi 14
Alanyazin derleme 10
Alanyazin(40) Belirtiimemis 7
Diger (Ag yontemi, Kuram olusturma, Metin madenciligi- sosyal ag analizi...) 6
Sistematik gézden gegirme 3
Belirtilmemis 13
Kesfedici 7
Aciklayici sirali tasarim 5
Karma(34) Diger (Kuram olusturma (grounded theory), Sirali karma yontem, 4
Yakinsama modeli..)
Cesitleme 3
Sirali agiklayici 2
Arag Arag gelistirme 13
gelistirme ve  Uyarlama 3
uyarlama,
degerlendirm Diger (Degerlendirme, Yeniden dogrulama) 2
e(18)
Belirtilmemis 6
Diger(10) Deneysel desen-yari deneysel 2
Diger (Degerlendirme, Tasarim + Deneysel) 2
Belirtilmemis Diger ( Analitik degerlendirme, Bibliyografik ¢alisma, OPV (gevrimici foto 6
(9) ses?, Tasarlrp + Deneysel...)
Belirtilmemis 3

Tablo 5’de gorildigl gibi incelenen 285 makalede kullanilan yontemler siralandiginda
ilk sirada tim galismalarin %38,35’ini olusturan 111 makalede nicel yontemin kullanildigi
belirlenmistir. Nicel yontemi %22,10 oranini olusturan 63 makale ile nitel ydontem takip etmistir.
Sonra sirasi ile alanyazin ¢alismalari (%14,03/40 makale), karma g¢alismalar (%11,93/34 makale),
Olcme araci gelistirme veya Tirkge’'ye uyarlama ya da degerlendirme calismalari (%6,32/18
makale), kullanilan diger yontemlerin yer aldigi ¢alismalar (%3,51/10 makale) ve yontemin

belirtilmedigi calismalar (%3,16/9 makale) oldugu belirlenmistir.
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Her bir yontemde hangi desenin kullanildigi incelenmistir. Calismalarin ¢ogunda
kullanilan desenin belirtilmedigi gorilmektedir. Nicel c¢alismalar, nitel ¢alismalar, karma
calismalar ve diger c¢alismalarda desenin belirtilmedigi ¢alismalarin en fazla oldugu
gorilmektedir. Desen ile ilgili bilgi verilen calismalarda ise nitel calismalarda durum calismasinin,
alan yazin galismalarinda trend analizinin, karma ¢alismalarda kesfedici desenin, arag gelistirme

ve uyarlama, degerlendirme calismalarinda yeni arag gelistirmenin yer aldigi goriilmustir.

Tablo 6’da calismalardaki érneklem diizeyleri degerlendirilmistir. Orneklem dizeyleri
cesitlilik gostermekle birlikte, lisans 6grencisi, yetiskin bireyler, makaleler, lisans Ustl 6grenciler,

akademisyenler kategorilerinde yogunlasmaktadir.

Tablo 6

Orneklem Diizeyi

Orneklem diizeyi F %
Lisans Ogrencisi 81 28,42
Makale 43 15,09
Yetiskin 27 9,47
Uygun degil 24 8,42
Lisansusti Ogrencisi 23 8,07
Ogretmen-K12 19 6,67
Akademisyen 13 4,56
Diger (Ue égrencisi, Ogrenme lideri, Ustiin yetenekli 6grenci vb.) 9 3,16
Ogrenci-K12 8 2,81
Lisans Ogrencisi+ Yiiksek Lisans Ogrencisi 7 2,46
Lisans 6grencisi+ Akademisyen 6 2,11
Sistem Verileri 6 2,11
Egitim-Ogretim Tasarimcisi 5 1,75
Veli 4 1,40
Katilimci 3 1,05
Yonetici 3 1,05
Engelli 6grenciler 2 0,70
Lise 68rencisi 2 0,70
Toplam 285 100

Tablo6’ ya gore incelenen tiim galismalarin %28,42’si ile ilk sirada lisans 6grencileri ile
yapilan ¢galismalarin yer aldigi gériilmistir. Daha 6nce yapilan makalelerin kullanildigi galismalar
ise %15,09 ile ikinci sirada yer almistir. Sadece bir tane oldugu icin diger grubuna dahil edilen
calismalar arasinda ise uzaktan egitim 6grencileri, 6grenme liderleri, 6zel egitimciler, Ustilin
yetenekli 6grenciler, kalite koordinatorleri, acik ders kitaplari ve muihendisler ile yapilan

calismalarin yer aldigi da gorilmektedir.

Tablo 7’de calismalarda kullanilan veri toplama araglar gosterilmistir. Bazi calismalarda
tek veri toplama aracinin kullanildigl bazi ¢alismalarda ise birden fazla veri toplama aracinin

kullanildigi belirlenmistir.
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Tablo 7

Veri toplama araci

Veri toplama araci F %
Mevcut 6lgek/anket +sistem kaydi/basari notu/gelistirilen 6lgek 71 24,91
Arastirmada gelistirilen anket/6lcek 48 16,84
Yari yapilandirilmis gériisme 38 13,33
Dokiiman 30 10,53
Acik uglu sorulardan olugan anket 25 8,77
Diger (Degerlendirme formu/gézlemsel veriler/tartisma formu/rapor vb.) 17 5,96
Arastirmada gelistirilen anket/6lgek + basari notu/GNO/Dokiman 15 5,26
Sistem kayitlar 12 4,21
Yari yapilandirilmis gérisme + dokiiman/odak grup gérismesi 7 2,46
Uyarlanmis olgek 5 1,75
Tartisma formu +yansi raporu + anket 5 1,75
Sistem kayitlari+ GNO/anket/etkinlige katiim 4 1,40
Odak grup gorismesi 3 1,05
Odak grup gorismesi + yansi raporu/seyir defteri 3 1,05
Basari notu/GNO 2 0,70
Toplam 285 100

Tablo 7’ye gore ilk sirada 71 calismada kullanildigi gériilen mevcut anket/dlgek ile birlikte
sistem kaydi, basari notu ya da calismada gelisilen Olgegin birlikte kullanimi yer almistir.

Sonrasinda arastirmada gelistirilen anket/6l¢ek kullanimi bulunmaktadir.

Tablo8'de arastirmalarda kullanilan veri analiz yontemi gorilmektedir. Nicel ve nitel
analiz olmak Gzere iki ana siniflama yapilmistir. Nicel ve nitel analiz yontemlerinde kullanilan

analizler gruplanmistir.

Tablo 8

Veri analiz yontemi

Veri analiz Yontemi F %

Nicel Betimsel analiz + Kestirimsel analiz (t testi/ kikare/ regresyon/ korelasyon/Mann 100 5465
Whitney U/ Wilcoxon/Anova/Ancova/post hoc vb..) + Gegerlik /Guvenirlik !
Diger (Hayatta kalma analizi, fenomolojik analiz,LCA analiv vs..) 32 12,02
Regresyon/Coklu Regresyon 22 8,20
Yapisal Esitlik modellemesi/En kiicik kareler 15 7,65
Acimlayici Faktor Analizi+ Dogrulayici Faktor Analizi 14 17,49
Toplam 183 100

Nitel lIgerik analizi 27 26,47
Tematik analiz 22 21,57
Belirtilmemis 20 19,61
Diger 18 17,65
Acik kodlama-eksenel kodlama-segici kodlama 7 6,86
Betimsel analiz 5 4,90
Fenomenolojik analiz 3 2,94
Toplam 102 100

Tablo 8'de gorildiigu gibi nicel analiz kullanilan 183 ¢alismada ilk sirada 100 calismada

betimsel analiz, kestirimsel analiz ve gecerlik glivenirlik analizlerinin yapildigi ve en sik kullanilan
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analiz yontemi oldugu goérilmektedir. Nitel analiz yonteminin kullanildigi toplam 102 calisma
icinde icerik analizi yonteminin 27 ¢calismada kullanildigi ve ilk sirada tercih edilen veri analiz
yontemi oldugu belirlenmistir. Hangi yontemin kullanildigi belirtilmeyen galisma sayisi ise ikinci

sirada yer almaktadir.

Tablo 9’da 6rneklem sayisi verilmistir. Arastirmalardan 43 tanesinin 6érneklem sayisi
belirtmeye uygun olmadigi goriilmistir. Orneklem sayisi belirtilen ¢alismalar ise biiyiikten

kiicige dogru siralanmistir.

Tablo 9

Orneklem sayisi

Orneklem Sayisi F %
1-20 37 12,98
21-40 25 8,77
41-60 15 5,26
61-80 13 4,56
81-100 14 4,91
101-200 32 11,23
201-300 18 6,32
301-400 19 6,67
401-500 14 4,91
501-600 7 2,46
601-700 6 2,11
701-800 1 0,35
801-900 4 1,40
900-1000 5 1,75
1000 ve usti 32 11,23
Uygun degil 43 15,09
Toplam 285 100

Tablo 9’da gorildigi gibi 6rneklem sayisi belirtilen ¢calismalardan en fazla 1-20 arasinda
orneklem sayisi bulunan calisma oldugu belirlenmistir. 1-20 arasi 6rneklem sayisina sahip 37
calisma olup tiim calismalarin %12,98'ini olusturmaktadir. ikinci sirada 101-200 arasinda
orneklem ile yapilan galismalarin yer aldigi ve tim calismalari %11,23’Uni olusturdugu

belirlenmistir.

Tablo 10’da galismalarda kullanilan kaynakga sayilari verilmistir. Farkli sayida kaynakga
kullanilmis olsa da c¢alismalardaki kaynakgalarin 10 - 120 arasinda degisiklik gosterdigi

belirlenmistir.
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Tablo 10

Referans Sayisi

Orneklem Sayisi F %
41-50 67 23,51
51-60 61 21,40
31-40 55 19,30
21-30 36 12,63
61-70 23 8,07
71-80 19 6,67
10-20 12 4,21
81-90 7 2,46
91-120 5 1,75
Toplam 285 100

Tablo 10’da gorildigu gibi en fazla 41-50 arasinda referansi olan ¢calismanin bulundugu
sonrasinda 51-60 arasinda referans bulunan calismanin yer aldigi goértlmustiir. 91-120 arasinda

referans kullanan calisma oranin ise %1,75 ile en az oldugu belirlenmistir.
4. Sonug, Tartisma ve Oneriler

Bu calismada pandeminin basladigl ve yogun oldugu dénemi iceren 2020 Mart - 2023
Mart araliginda uzaktan egitim alaninda yapilan c¢alismalardaki konularin ve kullanilan
yontemlerin incelenmesi ve degerlendiriimesi amacglanmistir. Bu amag¢ dogrultusunda
belirtilendénemde “Distcance Education (DE)”, “American Journal of Distance Education (AJDE)”
ve “The International Review of Research in Open and Distributed Learning (IRRODL)”
dergilerinde yayimlanmis olan ¢alismalarin analizi yapilmistir. Social Sciences Citation Index’de
taranan ve Q1/Q2 ‘de yer alan dergiler olmasi nedeni ile uzaktan egitim alaninda degerli gorilen
DE, IRRODL ve AIDE dergilerinde belirtilen tarih arali§inda makale ve makale arastirmasi
kategorisinde bulunan agik erisim izni olan ve ingilizce dilinde toplam 285 makalenin yer aldig
belirlenmistir. Calisma kapsaminda bu makaleler analiz edilmis ve sonuglari asagidaki sekilde

degerlendirilmistir.

Calisma kapsaminda incelenen {i¢ dergi arasinda 2020-2023 yillari arasinda en ¢ok
makale yayimlayan derginin IRRODL(125) sonrasinda DE(96) ve ADJE(64) oldugu gorilmektedir.
Benzer sekilde bu t¢ derginin de incelendigi Babur vd.’nin (2016) ¢alismasinda 2009-2013 yillan
arasinda yayimlanan makale sayilarinda IRRODL, DE ve ADJE siralamasinin ayni sekilde oldugu
goralmastir. Ayrica Zawacki-Richter vd.’de (2009) inceledigi dergiler arasinda bu ¢alismadaki (g
dergi yer almaktadir. 2000-2008 yillari arasinda da yayin miktari benzer sekilde IRRODL, DE ve
ADJE olarak siralanmaktadir. Bu durumun dergilerin yayin politikasina bagh oldugu

dislintlmektedir. Her bir derginin cilt sayisi ve ciltteki yayin sayisi degisiklik gbstermekte ve
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belirli bir standart bulunmamaktadir. Bu nedenle yayin sayilari da degismektedir. incelenen
makale sayisi 285 olmasina ragmen bu dénemde pandemi ile ilgili yayimlanan makale sayisinin
ise sadece 57 oldugu belirlenmistir. Pandemi ile ilgili yayin sayisinin ¢cok olmamasi beklenen bir
durum olarak degerlendiriimektedir. Clinki incelenen dergiler kapsaminda bir ¢alismanin
hazirlanarak yayina hazir hale gelmesi vakit gerektirmektedir. Ayrica pandemi 6ncesinde
degerlendirilmeyi bekleyen calismalarin yayinlanmaya devam ediyor olmasi da bu durumun
olusmasinda bir diger etken olarak duistinilmektedir. Bu da pandemi ile ilgili ¢alismalarin

yayinlanmaya devam edecegini gostermektedir.

Makale basim siresi incelenen dergilerden sadece DE dergisinde belirlenebilmistir.
Diger iki dergide makale gonderim tarihinin verilmemis olmasi bu degerlendirmeyi engellemistir.
DE dergisinde ise en kisa slirenin 2 ay en uzun slrenin ise 16 ay oldugu gorutlmektedir.
Yayimlanmanin en ¢ok 4 ay ve 7 ay icinde gerceklestigi gérilmustir. Sadece bir dergide basim
slresinin belirgin olmasi bu konuda ¢ok anlamli bir yorum yapilmasini zorlastirmaktadir. Clink
bu kategoride yer alan dergilere génderilen yayin sayisindaki fazlaligin ve hakem olma

konusundaki isteksizligin basim slresini negatif yonde etkiledigi bilinmektedir.

Makalelerdeki yazar sayisinin 1 ile 17 arasinda degiskenlik gosterdigi belirlenmistir.
Ancak 8 yazarli ve 17 yazarh birer calisma mevcuttur diger calismalarda ise 7 ve daha az yazarin
oldugu gorulmistir. Calismalar en fazla 2 vyazarlh sonrasinda 3 yazarli olacak sekilde
yapilmaktadir. incelenen dergilerin niteligi, yapilan arastirmalarin kapsami ve birden fazla yazar
ile galismanin isbirligi saglama agisindan faydasi distinildigilinde yazar sayisinin 2-3 olarak
yogunluk gostermesinin normal oldugu disinilmektedir. Yazar sayisi bes ve Ustiinde olan
calisma sayisinin nispeten daha az oldugu goérilmektedir. Bu durumun nedeninin ise yazar
sayisinin artmasinin iletisim ve calismada ortak anlayisin olusmasinin zorlugu olabilecegi
distndlmektedir. Zawacki-Richter vd.’nin (2009) c¢alismasinda ise ilk sirada tek vyazarli
calismalarin bulundugu sonrasinda iki ve Ug¢ yazarli ¢calismalarin yer aldigi goriilmistir. Mishra
vd.'nin (2021) calismasinda ise yapilan ¢alismaya benzer sekilde en fazla 2 yazarl sonrasinda 3

yazarli calismalarin bulundugu belirlenmistir.

Makale konusu gruplanirken Zawacki vd. (2009) tarafindan belirlenen makro diizey, orta
seviye ve mikro diizey olmak Uizere toplam (g ana kategori ile onbes alt baslik temel alinmis ve
bu basliklara diger isimli yeni bir kategori dahil edilmistir. Mikro diizeyde bu basliklara diger isimli
yeni bir baslik eklenmis ve veli/6gretmen memnuniyeti, algisi veya hazirbulunuslugu gibi

konulari iceren ¢alismalar dahil edilmistir. Analiz sonucunda incelenen ¢alismalarda ilk sirada
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%42,5 oraninda mikro diizeydeki konularin sonrasinda %30,5’ini olusturan makro diizey
konularin ve son olarak %27’sini olusturan orta seviye konularin yer aldigi belirlenmistir. Biitlin
basliklar icinde en fazla mikro diizey altinda bulunan 6gretim tasarimi ve 6grenci ozellikleri ile
ilgili calismalara yer verildigi belirlenmistir. Orta seviyede yer alan egitim teknolojisi konusunun
da o6grenci Ozellikleri konusu kadar cahsildigl belirlenmistir. Orta seviye altinda yer alan
maliyetler ve fayda, inovasyon ve degisim, 6grenci destek hizmetleri, kalite glivencesi ve mesleki
gelisim ile ©6gretim Uyesi destegi konularinin ise en az c¢ahlsilan konulari olusturdugu
belirlenmistir. Yapilan calismalarin daha ¢ok ders bazinda ya da kolay ulasilan érneklemler ile
yapilmiyor olmasi bu durumun nedeni olarak degerlendirilebilir. Calisma sonuglarina paralel
olarak Zawacki-Richter vd. (2009) tarafindan incelenen makalelerde de en ¢ok mikro diizey
calismalarin oldugu ve tim g¢alismalarin yarisindan fazlasini olusturdugu belirlenmistir. Etkilesim
ve iletisim (%17,6), 0gretim tasarimi (%17,4) ve 6grenci Ozellikleri (%16,3) ilk siralari olusturan
calisma konularidir. Maliyetler ve fayda (%1,7), inovasyon ve degisim (%1,9) konulari ise en az
calisma yapilan konular arasinda yer almaktadir. Berge ve Mrozowski (2001) on kategoride konu
incelemesi yapmistir. Yapilan calismada mikro diizeyde bulunan basliklar ile benzer olan tasarim
sorunlari, etkilesim ve aktif 6grenme ile 6grenci Ozellikleri konularinin en sik ¢ahsildig
belirlenmistir. Mevcut ¢alismada orta seviyede bulunan ve az ¢alisilan konulara benzer olarak
Berge ve Mrozowski (2001) esitlik, erisilebilirlik ve maliyet/fayda konularinin en az calisilan
konular oldugunu belirlemislerdir. Arugaslan ve Civril’in (2023) ¢alismasinda ise en sik ¢alisilan
ilk G¢ konu sirasi ile 6grenciler lizerine yapilan ¢alismalar, 6gretmenler Uzerine galismalar ve
uzaktan egitimle verilen derslerin etkinliklerin vb. incelenmesi konularindan olusmaktadir. Bu
konularin yapilan arastirmayla kiyaslanmasi durumunda mikro diizeydeki konulara yakin oldugu
ifade edilebilir. Bu durum en sik yapilan c¢alisma kategorisinde benzerlik oldugunu
disindirmektedir. Yine benzer sekilde Bozkurt ve Zawacki-Richter (2021) tarafindan 1362
makalenin 6zet ve basliginda yapilan t-SEN analizi sonucu en sik 6grenme ve 6gretme deneyimi
tasarlamak icin egitim teknolojisi kullanimi ile c¢evrimici ortamlardaki 6grenci o6grenimi
konularinin yogun oldugu belirlenmistir. Ogrenme tasarimi konusunun uzaktan egitim
dergilerindeki yayinlarin baslica ilgili alaninda bulundugunu belirlemislerdir. Yillar farkhhk
gostermis olsa da en sik galisilan konularin benzer oldugunu séylemek mimkiindiir. Egitim
ortaminin ya da 6grencinin degerlendirilmesi ile yapilan ¢alismalar igin veri toplamanin daha
kolay olmasi arastirma konularindaki yogunlugun nedenini agiklayabilir. Ayrica yazarlarin
gozlemledigi sorunlar lzerine ¢alisma yapma istegi de bu durumun bir diger nedeni olarak

degerlendilmektedir.

311 Sinirsiz Egitim ve Arastirma Dergisi, 9 (2), 280 - 317



(\%zzz7 2020-2023 Yiinda Uzaktan Egitim ile ilgili Yapilan Calismalara Yonelik...
Betiil OZAYDIN OZKARA

Makalelerde kullanilan yontemler sirasiyla nicel, nitel, alanyazin, karma, élgme araci
gelistirme ve uyarlama, degerlendirme calismalari ile diger calismalardan olusmaktadir. 9
calismada ise yontemin belirtilmedigi gorilmistir. Benzer sekilde Zawacki-Richter vd.'nin
(2009) ve Ozdamli ve Karagozlu’de (2022) calismalarinda da nicel yontemin kullanim oraninin
ylksek oldugu belirlenmistir. Babur vd. (2009) ¢alismasinda ise nitel yontemin en ¢ok tercih
edildigi, sonrasinda nicel yontem, literatlir taramasi ve karma ydntem seklinde siralandigl
gorilmektedir. Arugaslan ve Civril’in (2023) calismasinda ilk sirada nitel sonra nicel ve en az
karma yontemin kullanildigi belirlenmistir. Mishra vd. (2021) ise ilk sirada yontem olmayan
c¢alismalarin bulundugunu bunun yansitici veya gorise dayal calismalardan kaynaklandigini
belirtmistir. Sonrasinda ise sirasi ile nicel, nitel ve karma ¢alismalarin bulundugu belirtilmistir.
Goruldigu gibi cahsmalarda kullanilan yontem siralamasi farklilik géstermektedir. Bu durumun
incelenen dergilere gonderilen makale profiline ve incelenen konuya bagli olabilecegi

distnilmektedir.

Nicel, nitel ve karma arastirmalarda kullanilan desenlerin biliyik bir kisminda desenin
belirtilmedigi belirlenmistir. Arugaslan ve Civril’de (2023) inceledikleri ¢alismalarin énemli bir
kisminda yontem ya da modelin belirtilmedigini ifade etmislerdir. Mevcut calismada desen
belirtilen nitel calismalarda en ¢cok durum ¢alismasinin yapildigi gérilmdstir. Alan yazinda trend
analizi galismalarinin, 6lgme araci gelistirme ve uyarlama, degerlendirme galismalarinda arag
gelistirme calismalarinin en sik yapildigi belirlenmistir. Babur vd.’nin (2009) calismasinda ise
farkli olarak nicel yontemde en fazla tarama deseninin kullanildigi belirtilmistir. Nitel
¢alismalarda benzer sekilde durum galismasi yapilmistir. Bu ¢alismada yontem kismiincelenirken
arastirmada desenin ifade edilip edilmedigi esas alinmis ¢ikarim yapilmamistir. Bu nedenle

farklilik olmasi muhtemel olarak disliniilmektedir.

Orneklem diizeyleri incelendiginde 6grenci ve egitmen agirlikh bir egilim oldugu
gorilmektedir. Ogrencilerin farkli diizeylerde bulundugu en ¢ok lisans diizeyindeki 6grencilerle
(%28,42) calisma yapildigl belirlenmistir. Ayrica lisanslistli 6grenci, K-12 diizeyinde 06grenci,
engelli 6glencilerinde 6rneklem diizeyinde yer aldig1 gérilmuistiir. Benzer sekilde Babur’un vd.
(2016) calismasinda da ilk sirada lisans 6grencileri ile yapilan ¢alismalarin oldugu gérilmustdr.
Benzer sekilde Bozkurt ve Zawacki-Richter (2021) ¢alismasinda da yiksekogretim baglamindaki
calismalarin daha ¢ok oldugu gorilmistir. Davies vd.'nin (2010) calismalarinda ise lisansisti
ogrencilerle yapilan g¢alismalarin daha ¢ok oldugu belirlenmistir. Arugaslan ve Civril (2023)
calisma grubunu 6g8renci (%50,11), egitmen (%38,52) ve diger (%11,37) olarak siniflandirmistir.

Ogrenci ile yapilan calismalarin ilk sirasinda ise dnlisans/lisans 6grencilerinin yer almasi yapilan
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calisma ile ortlismektedir. Bu durumun yazarlarin ¢ogunlukla yiksekogretim kurumlarinda
calistyor olmasina bagli olabilecegi distintilmektedir. Alan yazin ¢alismalarinin bulunmasi makale
incelemelerinin yapilmasi ile baglantili olarak o6rneklem dizeyindeki %15,09’luk kismi
olusturmaktadir. Yetiskin diizeyindeki 6rneklem orani ise %9,47’lik kismi olusturmaktadir. Bu

oran uzaktan egitimin yetiskinlere de hitap ediyor olmasina baglanabilir.

Veri toplama araglarinin gesitlilik gésterdigi belirlenmistir. Mevcut bir 6lgek/anket ile
birlikte sistem kaydi ya da basari notu veya arastirmada gelistirilen bir 6lcegin kullanimi en sik
kullanilan veri toplama araglarini olusturmakta ve %24,91’lik oran ile ilk sirada yer almaktadir.
Bazi ¢calismalarda tek veri toplama araci kullanilirken bazi ¢galismalarda birden fazla veri toplama
aracinin kullanildigi gérilmektedir. Sadece odak grup goériismesi ile veri toplanan ¢alismalarin
tlim galismalarin %1,05’ini olusturdugu, sadece basari notu/GNO kullanilan galismalarin ise tiim
galismalarin %0,70’ini olusturdugu belirlenmistir. Tek veri toplama araglarinda sirayla
arastirmada gelistirilen anket/6lgek, yari yapilandiriimis gorisme formu, dokiiman ve acik uclu
sorulardan olusan anketlerin siralandigi belirlenmistir. Sonuclara paralel olarak Babur vd.’nin
(2016) calismasinda da ilk sirada anket, sonrasinda goriisme formu, 6lcek siralamasinin oldugu
belirlenmistir. Bu nedenle ilk Gicteki siralamanin benzer oldugu séylenebilir. Arugaslan ve Civril
(2023) calismasinda veri toplama araci olarak en sik gériisme formu/soru formu kullaniimistir.
incelenen calismalarda ilk sirada nitel calismalarin bulunmasi veri toplama aracina da
yansimistir. ikinci sirada ise dlgek/anket kullanimi gelmektedir. Mevcut calismada incelenen
dergilerde yayin yapabilmek igin veri toplama araglarinda cesitlilik olmasi beklenen bir

durumdur.

Veri analiz yontemleri nicel ve nitel olmak tzere ikiye ayrilmistir. Nicel ydntemde en sik
betimsel ve kestirimsel analizler kullanilirken, regresyon analizi, yapisal esitlik modellemesi ve
faktor analizlerinin de bulundugu gorilmistir. Hayatta kalma analizi, fenomolojik analiz, LCA
analizi gibi farkli yontemlerinde kullanildigi ve bu farkl ydontemlerin tim ¢alismalarin %12.02’sini
olusturdugu belirlenmistir. Nitel veri analizi yonteminde ise ilk sirada icerik analizi yontemi
kullanilirken ¢alismalarin %19,61’inde analiz ydnteminin belirtiimedigi gérilmektedir. Betimsel
analiz ile fenomolojik analiz yontemlerinin ise en az tercih edilen yontemler oldugu gértlmistr.
Babur vd. (2016) veri analiz yontemlerini nicel-nitel olarak ayirmamis olsa da ilk sirada betimsel
analiz, ikinci sirada icerik analizi kullanimi bu ¢alismadaki nicel ve nitel ¢alismalarda tercih edilen
ilk veri analiz yontemleri ile ortismektedir. Berge ve Mrozowski’de (2001) ¢alismasinda veri
analiz yontemini nitel ve nicel olarak kategori etmemis ancak ilk sirada betimsel arastirmalarin

(%74,83) yapildigl, ikinci sirada durum galismalarinin yer aldigi, deneysel ¢alismalarin ise sadece
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%6 oldugunu belirlemistir. Deneysel ¢calisma azligl yapilan ¢alisma ile 6rtiismektedir. Arugaslan
ve Civril (2023) veri analizinde ilk sirada icerik analizi yontemi sonrasinda betimleyici
istatistiklerin kullanildigini belirlemistir. Yine incelenen makaleler ile paralel olarak kullanilan

yontemde de farklilasma olmasi beklenen bir durumdur.

Orneklem sayisi ¢calismalarda farklilasmaktadir. En fazla 1-20 arasinda érneklem sayisi
kullanan ¢alismalar bulunmakta ve tim ¢alismalarin %12,98'ini olusturmaktadir.1000 ve
Ustiinde 6rneklem kullanan calismalar ikinci sirada yer almaktadir. 1000 6rnekleminin Usti
gruplanmadigl icin bu grupta yer alan calisma diger gruplara gore daha fazla olabilir. Ayrica
sistem kayitlari ile toplanan verilerin de olmasi érneklem sayisinin fazla olmasinda etken olarak
dislnllmektedir. 101-200 arasi 6rneklem grubu tiim ¢alismalarin %11.23’lUn0 olusturmaktadir.
Sonrasinda sirasi ile 21-40, 301-400, 201-300 arasinda o6rneklem kullanan c¢alismalar
siralanmaktadir. 500-1000 arasinda 6rneklem kullanan ¢alisma sayisinin ise nispeten daha disiik
oldugu goriilmistiir. Orneklem sayisi vermeye uygun olmayan 43 ¢alismanin bulundugu da
gorilmistir. Orneklem sayisi da konuya bagli olarak degisiklik gosterebilmektedir. Mikro
calismalarda yogunluk olmasi ve 6rneklem diizeyi 6rneklem sayisina etki eden degiskenler

arasinda bulunmaktadir.

Referans sayisi 10 ile 120 arasinda degismektedir. En azla 41-50 arasinda kaynakgasi olan
¢alismanin bulundugu ve tim g¢alismalarin %23,51’ini olusturdugu gorilmistir. Sorasinda
%21,40’hk oranla 61-70 arasi kaynakgasi bulunan galisma mevcuttur. 81-90, 91-120 ve 10-20
arasi kaynakgasi bulunan galismalarin ise disiuk oldugu gorilmektedir. Zawacki-Richter vd.
(2009) referans sayisini 0-5 ile 126-130 arasinda degisen araliklar ile gruplandirmistir. 16-20 ve
11-15 referans sayisinin en sik oldugu gorilmustlr. Bu durum kaynakga sayisinin ¢ok da fazla
olmadan konunun belirlenen iyi dergilerde yayimlanacak sekilde dizenlenebilecegini
disindirmektedir. Kaynakga sayisinin 41-70 arasinda yogun oldugu ifade edilebilir. Bu sayidaki

kaynakcanin ise bir makalede konun anlasilabilmesi icin yeterli olabilecegi diisiinilmektedir.
Arastirma sonucunda su 6neriler sunulmaktadir:

¢ Yapilan ¢alismada bazi sinirhliklar bulunmaktadir. Calisma Mart 2020 — Mart 2023
yillari arasinda, IRRODL, ADJE ve DE dergilerinde yayimlanan 285 makale ile sinirlandiriimistir.
Bundan sonra yapilacak galismalar daha uzun bir dénemi iceren ve daha cesitli dergilerdeki

makalelerin yer aldigi incelemeler seklinde olabilir.

¢ Dergilerdeki makale basim siirelerinin belirlenebilmesi icin makale gelis tarihlerinin de

belirtilmesi yazarlarin slire¢ hakkinda fikir edinmesi agisindan faydali olabilir.
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¢ Yapilan calismalarda makale konusu olarak en az galisilan konular arasinda yer alan

4 “ ” o s

orta seviyedeki “maliyetler ve fayda”, “inovasyon ve degisim”, “6grenci destek hizmetleri”,

o ou

“kalite glivencesi”, “mesleki gelisim ve 6gretim Uyesi destegi” konularinin daha fazla galisilmasi

onerilebilir.

¢ Yapilan calismalarda yliksekogretim baglaminda cok calisildigi gorilmistir. Diger

dizeylerdeki calisma sayisi arttirilabilir.

CIKAR CATISMASI BEYANI
Yazar bu calismasinda herhangi bir sekilde cikar catismasi olmadigini beyan eder.
ARASTIRMA VE YAYIN ETiGi BEYANI
Yazar bu galismasinda arastirma ve yayin etigine uyuldugunu beyan eder.
Yapilan arastirma makale incelemesini icerdigi icin etik kurul izni ahinmamustir.
YAZAR SORUMLULUK BEYANI

Yazar bu ¢alismanin her asamasini kendisinin yaptigini beyan eder.
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