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65. Fransiz Oryantalizm Okulu, Gustave Le Bon'un objektifligi ile Ernest
Renan'in subjektifligi arasinda islam medeniyeti hakkindaki goriisii

.

Oz

Fransiz Oryantalist Okulu, Islam ve Miisliiman tarihiyle ilgilenen énde gelen okullardan biri olarak
kabul edilmektedir, Ozellikle Miisliimanlarin Avrupa'da yaptiklari fetihlerden ve bagkentleri Paris
yakinlarina gelmelerinden sonar. Fransiz oryantalistler, iki medeniyet arasindaki bu siirtiismenin bir
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sonucu olarak Miisliimanlarin medeniyetini ve dillerini incelemeye, Avrupa'nin derinliklerine kadar
uzanan, kiiltiirlinii aralarinda yayan bu medeniyeti 6grenmeye ilgi duydular. Bazilar1 Oryantalistler
Islam medeniyetine hayran olan ve aralarinda Gustave Le Bon'un da gibi bazi Oryantalistler
tarafindan temsil edilen iki farkh ekol goriiyoruz, islam medeniyetini, cesitli ve coklu ilimlere sahip
bir ahlak medeniyeti olarak gordii. Le Bon’un, Kitabinda islam medeniyetinin bilimsel, ahlaki ve
manevi agidan hayatin her alanina olan derin roliinii ve ¢ok yonli katkilarmi ve Avrupa'nin
ronesansina ve sehirlesmesine neden olan Bati'nin bu medeniyet etkisinin yayginligini anlatti. Ernest
Renan gibi Islam medeniyetini elestiren ve degerini inkar eden bir grup tarihcilerde var, Ernest
Renan Arapca faydali ve bilim dilli olmadigini ifade etti, ayrica Samilerin dindar ama hosgoriisiiz
oldugunu diisiiniiyordu ve Arap dilinin yalnizca siire uygun oldugunu da belirtti, aym1 zamanda Arap
aklinin felsefeye en uzak zihinler oldugu diisiiniiliir. Beni bu arastirmayi secmeye yonlendiren sey, bu
iki tarihciyi tamiyip, eserlerinde islam medeniyetini nasil ele aldiklarmi ve her birinin islam
medeniyetine bakisini bazi 6rnekler tizerinden 6grenmekti. Aragtirmanin 6nemi, bu iki oryantalisti
tanima cabasi, her birinin islam medeniyetine bakisi ve her ikisinin de dile getirdigi bu nerilerden
bazilarina yanit verme girisiminde yatmaktadir. Aragtirmaci betimsel analitik yontemi kullanmigtir
ve bu iki oryantalistin 6nermelerinde bir sorun oldugu, Bat1 medeniyetine kars1 6nyargili olduklar: ve
ad1 gecenlerle ilgili 6nceki bilgi birikimlerine glivenmeleri arastirmayla ortaya ¢ikti. Le Bon'un bazi
yonlerden, ozellikle de Endiiliis'teki Miisliman fetihlerine, onlarin sakinlerine kars1 hosgoriisiine ve
buradaki Miisliman bilgi iiretiminin bolluguna yaklasiminda Islam medeniyetine karsi adil
oldugunu goriiyoruz aym zamanda Ernest Renan gecen Islam medeniyetine karsi cikan

oryantalistlerin gibi ona saldirmaya tercih etti.
Anahtar Kelimeler: Oryantalizm, Fransa, Gustave Le Bon, Ernest Renan, islam Medeniyeti.

The French School of Orientalism, the view of Islamic civilization between the
objectivity of Gustave Le Bon and the subjectivity of Ernest Renan3

Abstract

The French Orientalist school is considered one of the leading schools that were interested in the
history of Islam and Muslims, by the nature of the relationship between them, especially after the
conquests carried out by Muslims in Europe and their arrival near their capital, Paris, during the
Muslims’ crossing of Andalusia. As a result of this friction between the two civilizations, the French
Orientalists were interested in studying the civilization of Muslims and their language. This
interesting was to learn about that civilization that reached deep into Europe, spreading its culture
among them. Here we find two different schools, some admire the Islamic civilization and are

represented by some orientalists, including Gustave Le Bon, who considered the Muslim civilization
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to be a moral civilization, with diverse and multiple knowledge, and this is what he mentioned in his
book. The civilization of the Arabs, in which he explained the profound role of Islamic civilization and
its multiple contributions in all areas of life scientifically, morally, and spiritually, and the extension
of this civilizational influence of the West, which was the reason for the renaissance and urbanization
of Europe at present. There is a group of historians who criticized Islamic civilization and denied its
merit, such as Ernest Renan, who directed his anger at the Muslims and considered them not
inventors of civilization, and their civilization was the creation of other nations. Also, he considered
the Semites to be religious but intolerant and described them as selfish. Besides describing the Arabic
language as suitable only for poetry, and not suitable for science, in addition to considering the Arab
mind is the furthest mind from Philosophy. These differences between the two historians inspired
the researcher to choose this research to get to know these two historians and how they dealt with
Islamic civilization in their writings and each one of them’s view of Islamic civilization through some
examples. This research will be an attempt to respond to some of these proposals that were addressed
by both of them. the researcher used the descriptive analytical method. As a result, it became clear
through the research that there is a problem in the proposition of these two orientalists their bias
towards Western civilization, and their reliance on prior knowledge accumulations about those
named. However, Le Bon was fair to Islamic civilization in some aspects, especially in his treatment
of the Muslim conquests. In Andalusia and its tolerance towards its population, and the abundant
knowledge production of Muslims there, as for Ernest Renan, he followed the example of many
Westerners who were anti-Islam.

Keywords: Orientalism, French, Gustave Le Bon, Ernest Renan, Islamic civilization.
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