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Thematic and Semantic Analysis of Human Organs Mentioned in the Quran

Abstract: This article deals with the subject and semantic analysis of human organs mentioned in the
Holy Qur’an. After the relevant verses were researched and identified in accordance with thematic
commentary methodology, their scientific and semantic analysis was carried out objectively. The
comments of commentators in this context were also examined in the study. After the verses in which
the organs are mentioned are researched, their definitions, then an objective and brief interpretation are
made, and the semantic usage of each is shown. The subject consists of the organs in the head, the organs
in the torso, the organs in the body and limbs. As is known, human organs are attributed to Allah in the
Qur’an. While the predecessor avoided interpreting the organs attributed to Allah as they are, their
successors interpreted them in accordance with the glory of Allah, based on the use of the Arabic
language. However, some contemporary scholars say that such verses are representative narratives. In
reality, there is nothing like Allah. However, God explains Himself with people's organs and actions so
that they can understand His truth. These verses aim to explain the unknown world and its metaphors
by comparing them to known events and phenomena in the world, and in this way to bring religious
truths closer to the human mind. In the Qur’an, expressions such as sealing or veiling the senses, as in the
verse "Allah has sealed their hearts and ears, and there is a veil over their eyes, and there is a great
torment for them" (al-Baqarah 2/7), also indicate the senses' deprivation of true perception. The Holy
Qur’an takes care to mention the organs in the human body and uses them in many senses, both literal
and figurative, in man's relationships in this world and the afterlife. He gives him examples of organs so
that he can take lessons and advice, and reminds him of his beautiful creation and the blessings he gives
because of these organs. The semantic uses of body organs in the Holy Qur’an vary, as they contain literal
connotations of the physiological meaning of the organ. This is a condition characterized by most of the
organs mentioned once in the Holy Qur'an. However, the connotations of the organs mentioned many
times have varied and gone beyond their literal meanings, they have been used in figurative meanings
and contain secondary connotations. It included many topics related to the existence, role and
performance of humans in world life. For example, the hand is used for power, giving, blessing,
dominance and specialization. Linguists did not distinguish between similar organs such as body, object
and body, but on the contrary, they compared them to each other to the point of creating confusion.
However, while interpreting them, many commentators have tried to separate them according to the
context of the verse and take into account the differences in meaning between them. The organs are
mentioned in general terms in the Holy Qur’an, but the details they contain are not touched upon. For
example: It talks about the head, but does not touch the hair, eyelashes and brain. It is talking about bones
and does not touch parts such as the skull, ribcage, pelvis, and thighs. It mentions the abdomen but does
not mention its parts such as the belly button, esophagus, stomach, liver, kidney, bile and bladder. In
addition, in the Holy Quran, there are organ names in the human body that are used metaphorically in
different meanings rather than expressing the reality of the organs. Esophagus (ss_<) is one such
expression. This expression is used in the sense of blessing for eating and drinking. For example, it is
used in this sense in the verse, "Give women their dowry as a matter of right (with good will), and if they
voluntarily donate some of that dowry to you, enjoy it with pleasure” (an-Nisa: 4/4). For example, Liver
(1) in the verse "We created man among difficulties” (el-Beled: 9/4), it expresses difficulties and
constant troubles. The study deals with the sixty-two organs mentioned in the Holy Qur’an and includes
all the organs in the internal and external parts of the body mentioned in six hundred and forty-five
verses. These are six hundred organs in total in the Qur’an, in accordance with the statistics we made
during our research. It is used ninety-one times.
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Kur'an-1 Kerim'de Bahsi Gegen Insan Organlarinin Konusal ve Semantik Analizi

Oz: Bu makale, Kur'an-1 Kerim'de bahsi gecen insan organlarinin konusunu ve semantik analizini ele
almaktadir. Konulu tefsir metodolojisine uygun olarak iliskili ayetler arastirilip tespit edildikten sonra
bunlarin objektif bir sekilde bilimsel ve semantik analizi yapilmistir. Bu baglamdaki miifessirlerin
yorumlari da ¢alisma icinde irdelenmistir. Organlarin bulundugu ayetler arastirildiktan sonra bunlarin
tanimi sonra da objektif ve kisa tefsiri yapilmis, her birinin anlamsal kullanilis1 gésterilmistir. Konu,
bastaki azalar, govdedeki azalar, viicut ve uzuvlardaki azalardan olusmaktadir. Bilindigi gibi Kuran'da
insan organlar1 Allah'a nispet edilmektedir. Selef, Allah'a nispet edilen azalar1 oldugu gibi
yorumlamaktan kacinirken, halefler ise Arap dilinin kullanimina dayanarak Allah'in yiiceligine uygun
yorumlamislardir. Ancak c¢agimizdaki bazi alimler bu tiir ayetlerin temsili anlatimlar oldugunu
soylemektedir. Gergekte Allah'in benzeri yoktur. Fakat Allah, insanlarin kendi hakikatini nispeten
anlamalari icin kendini insanlarin azalarina ve fiilleri tizerinden anlatmaktadir. Bu ayetler, bilinmeyen
diinyay1 ve onun mecazlarini, diinyada bilinen olaylara ve olgulara benzeterek anlatmay1 ve bu yolla dini
gercekleri insan aklina yaklastirmay1 amaglamaktadir. Kur’an’da “Allah, onlarin kalplerini ve kulaklarim
mithiirlemistir, gozleri tizerinde de bir perde vardir ve onlar i¢in biiytik bir azap vardir” (el-Bakara 2/7)
ayetinde oldugu gibi duyularin miihiirlenmesi veya perdelenmesi seklindeki ifadeler de duyularin hakki
idrakten mahrumiyetini ifade etmektedir. Kur'an-1 Kerim, insan viicudundaki organlardan bahsetmeye
0zen gosterir ve bunlar1 hem gergcek hem de mecazi birgok anlamda kullanir, insanin diinya ve ahiret
hayatindaki iliskilerinde kullanir. Ders ve 6giit almasi icin ona organlardan misaller verir, bu organlar
sebebiyle olan giizel yaratilisini ve verdigi nimetleri ona hatirlatir. Organin fizyolojik anlaminin gergek
cagrisimlarini igerdikleri icin Kur'an-1 Kerim'de viicut organlarinin anlamsal kullanimlar cesitlilik
gosterir. Bu, Kur'an-1 Kerim'de bir kez bahsedilen organlarin ¢ogu tarafindan karakterize edilmis bir
durumdur. Ancak defalarca adi gegen organlarin ¢agrisimlari gesitlilik géstermis ve gercek anlamlarini
asmis, mecaz anlamlarda kullanilmis ve ikincil ¢agrisimlar igermistir. Diinya yasaminda insanin varligy,
rolii ve performansiyla ilgili pek ¢ok konu icermistir. Ornegin el, giic, verme, nimet, hakimiyet ve
uzmanlasma i¢in kullanmilmistir. Dilbilimciler beden, cisim ve viicut gibi benzer organlar1 birbirinden
ayirmamis, aksine kafa karisikligl yaratacak kadar bunlari birbirlerine benzetmislerdir. Ancak bir¢ok
miifessir, bunlar tefsir ederken ayetin baglamina gore onlar1 ayirmaya ve aradaki anlam farkhiliklarinm
gozetmeye ¢alismistir. Organlardan Kur'an-1 Kerim'de genel hatlariyla bahsedilmekte, bunlarin icerdigi
ayrintilara temas edilmemektedir. Ornegin: Kafadan bahsetmekte ama sag, kirpik ve beyne temas
etmemektedir. Kemiklerden bahsetmekte, kafatasi, gogiis kafesi, legen kemigi, uyluk gibi kisimlara temas
etmemektedir. Karindan bahsetmekte ama gobek deligi, yemek borusu, mide, karaciger, bobrek, safra ve
mesane gibi kisimlarindan bahsetmemektedir. Ayrica Kur'an’t Kerim’de insan viicudunda, organlarin
gercekligini ifade etme yerine mecazi olarak farkli anlamlarda kullanilmis organ isimleri bulunmaktadir.
Yemek borusu (ss_<!) bu tarz bir ifadedir. Bu ifade yemek ve igmekte hayir duasi anlaminda
kullanilmaktadir. Ornegin," Kadinlara mehirlerini bir hak olarak (géniil hosluguyla) verin; eger kendi
istekleriyle o mehrin bir kismini size bagislarlarsa, onu da afiyetle yiyin " (en-Nisa: 4/4) ayetinde bu
anlamda kullanilmigtir. Karaciger (=<V). Ornegin, " Biz insan1 zorluk arasinda yarattik " (el-Beled: 9/4)
ayetinde zorluklari ve siirekli olan sikintilari ifade emektedir. Calisma, Kur'an-1 Kerim'de adi1 gegen altmis
iki organi ele almakta, alt1 yiiz kirk bes ayette bahsedilen viicudun i¢ dis kisimlarinda bulunan biitiin
organlar1 icermektedir Bunlar arastirmamiz esnasinda yaptigimiz istatistie uygun olarak Kur’an’da
toplam olarak da alt1 yliz doksan bir defa kullanilmaktadir.
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