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Abstract

Aleppo has been home to many civilisations, and especially during Zangid, Ayyubid,
Mamluk and Ottoman periods, many waqf works were built in the city. One of these
buildings, the Bimaristan of N1, was built by Nur al-Din Mahmud, one of the Zangid
rulers. This hospital which was known as the Bimaristan of NurT or the Bimaristan of Niir
al-Din Sehid, was also known as “Bimaristan-1 ‘Atiq” because a second bimaristan named
Ergtin Kémil was built in the city later on. In this bimaristan, patients were treated free of
charge and their medication costs were covered by the waqf budget.

In this study, after providing information about bimaristans, the Bimaristan of NtrT and
its founder Nir al-Din Zangi, the waqf assets of the Bimaristan of NiirT and their income
amounts in the Mid-16th century, the waqf and hospital staff, their salaries and other
expense items of the waqf are emphasised. The main sources of this study, which aims to
reveal the importance of bimaristans in general and the Bimaristan of NarT in Aleppo in
particular in terms of the history of medicine and architecture and its operating model, are
the Aleppo awqaf registers in various funds with waqfs records in the Ottoman Archives.

Keywords: Aleppo, Niir al-Din Zangi, waqf, bimaristan, dar al-shifa.

Oz

Ortadogu cografyasinin en 6nemli sanayi ve ticaret merkezlerinden biri olan Halep, bir¢ok
medeniyete ev sahipligi yapmus, Ozellikle Zengi, Eyyubi, Memlilk ve Osmanl
donemlerinde sehirde ¢ok sayida vakif eseri insa edilmistir. Bu yapilardan biri olan Nuri
Bimaristan1 da Zengi hiikiimdarlarindan Nureddin Mahmud tarafindan yaptirilmistir.
Banisine nispetle Nuri Bimaristani veya Nureddin Sehid Bimaristani adiyla anilan bu
hastane, daha sonra sehirde Ergiin Kamil adiyla ikinci bir bimaristan insa edildigi i¢in
“Bimaristan-1 ‘Atik” adiyla da tanmmmuistir. Nurl Bimaristani’nda hastalarin tedavileri
iicretsiz olarak yapilmis, ilag masraflan da vakif biitgesinden karsilanmustir.

Bu ¢alismada, genel olarak bimaristanlar, Nuri Bimaristani ve banisi olan Nureddin Zengi
hakkinda bilgiler verildikten sonra Nurf Bimaristani’nin 16. yiizyilin ortalarindaki gelir
kaynaklar1 ve miktarlar1 ile vakif ve hastane personeli, maaslar1 ve vakfin diger gider
kalemleri iizerinde durulmustur. Genelde bimaristanlarin, 6zelde ise Halep’teki Nuri
Bimaristani’nin tip ve mimarlik tarihi acisindan Snemini ve isletim modelini ortaya
koymay1 amaglayan bu ¢alismanin baslica kaynaklarini ise Osmanli Arsivi’nde ¢esitli
fonlarda kayitli bulunan Halep Evkaf Defterleri ile diger vakif kayitlari olugturmaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Halep, Nureddin Zengi, vakif, bimaristan, dariigsifa
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Introduction

Waqf is the allocation of movable or immovable property to provide various services such as
social, health, cultural, economic, education and training to people within the conditions set forth
by the endower in order to gain the consent of God.! With these features, waqf works have
performed various services for centuries and have caused the reconstruction of many towns. In this
context, one of the most important services of the waqfs was in the field of health, and the dar al-
shifas built for this purpose not only took care of the health of the people, but also trained doctors
by providing medical education.?

Bimaristan is a Persian name derived from the word “bimar” (sick) and the suffix “-istan” used
to make a place name. It is seen that the name maristan, a corruption of this word, was used among
the people and mostly in the sense of “asylum”, and that it was transformed into malastan/marastan
in Muslim Spain, murustan in Egypt, and morstan/mestran in Maghrib. It can be said that the fact
that the hospital and medical school of Jundishapur in Iran, which played a great role in the
development of the first Islamic hospitals and where the famous physician of the Prophet
Muhammad’s era, Haris b. Kelede, studied medicine, was called bimaristan led to the adoption of
this term among the Arabs from the early periods. The Arabic waqf of the hospital established in
Samarkand in 1065 by Tamgag¢ Bugra Khan, the first Muslim Qarakhanid ruler, shows that Central
Asian Muslims used the term dar al-merza instead of bimaristan, while the Seljugs used the terms
dar al-afiye and dar al-shifa. The Ottomans used the words dar al-sihha, sifahane, bimarhane and
timarhane together with dar al-shifa, and from the 19th century onwards, especially with the
establishment of modern health institutions like those in Europe, they preferred to call them
hospitals. In today’s Arab world, the word miistesfa is mostly used.?

The most advanced of the dar al-shifas continued its activities in the mid-5th century in
Jundishapur, the most important cultural centre of Western Asia. This hospital and medical school
represented the modern understanding of medicine of its period as a synthesis of the medical
accumulations of these civilisations with the joint work of Indian, Greek and Iranian physicians.
Muslims, who got to know the hospital in Jundishapur during the conquest of Iran in the waqf period
of Islamic civilisation, adopted it as an exemplary institution and established and developed similar
ones in many cities. Although some sources mention that the first Muslim hospital was built in
Damascus in 707 by the Umayyad caliph Walid bin Abd al-Malik, this was a structure established
as a shelter for lepers and the blind. The first fully organised Islamic hospital was established in
Baghdad by Hariin al-Rashid during the Abbasid period and was managed by Jibrail bin Buhtisi’,
a physician from Jundishapur. This hospital set an example for other hospitals to be established in
Baghdad and other major Islamic cities.* Between the 9th-17th centuries, many dar al-shifa were

I Asaf Ataseven, “Tarihimizde Vakfedilmis Saglik Miiesseseleri “Darii’s-sifalar”, I1. Vakif Haftasi 3-9 Aralik 1984 (Ankara: Vakiflar
Genel Mudirliigii Yayinlari, 1985), 157. For detailed information on the waqf, see also Bahaeddin Yediyildiz, “Vakif”, Tiirkiye
Diyanet Vakfi Islam Ansiklopedisi, 42 (Istanbul 2012), 479-486; Hasan Yiiksel, Osmanli Sosyal ve Ekonomik Hayatinda Vakiflarin
Rolii (1585-1683) (Sivas: Dilek Matbaast1, 1998); Nazif Oztiirk, Mense i ve Tarihi Gelisimi A¢isindan Vakiflar (Ankara: Vakiflar
Genel Midiirliigli Yayinlari, 1983); Ahmet Akgiindiiz, Islam Hukukunda ve Osmanli Tatbikatinda Vakif Miiessesesi (Istanbul:
Osmanli Arastirmalart Vakfi Yayinlari, 1996).

2 Ataseven, “Tarihimizde Vakfedilmis Saglik Miiesseseleri “Darii’s-sifalar”: 157; Kiirsat Celik, “Trablussam Dariissifa (Bimaristan)
Vakfi 1845-1880”, Firat Universitesi Sosyal Bilimler Dergisi 10/2 (2020): 444.

3 Arslan Terzioghu, “Bimaristan”, Tiirkiye Diyanet Vakfi Islam Ansiklopedisi, 6 (Istanbul: TDV Yayimlar1 1992), 163.

4 For detailed information about Jundishapur Hospital and Jibrail bin Buhtisti’, see Ahmed Ragab, The Medieval Islamic Hospital,
Medicine Religion, and Charity (New York: Cambridge University Press, 2015), 26-33.
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established in a wide geography from Andalusia to India, in Umayyad, Abbasid, Seljuq, Mamluk,
Ilkhanid, Timurid, Aq Qouyunlu and Ottoman countries.’

Damascus Nur al-Din Hospital (1154), the oldest hospital to survive in its original form, was
built with the ransom received in return for the release of the Frankish king captured by Niir al-Din
Mahmud Zangi. It has a pool in the centre, 4 iwans around it, patient rooms, toilets and bathrooms.
In this hospital, which was managed by the revenues of the waqf, with a monthly cost of
approximately 450 dinars, where the chief physician, assistant physicians and administrative staff
worked, medical education was also given. The food of the patients was provided from the adjacent
imaret.

The Nur1 Bimaristan in Aleppo, which is the subject of this study, does not have a surviving
waqf deed. The most important source of detailed information about the income sources and
expenditure items of the waqf is the Aleppo awqaf register dated 1550. The digital copy of this
register, the original of which is registered in the General Directorate of Land Registry and Cadastre
Kuyud-1 Kadime Archive with the number 556, is also registered in the Ottoman Archive of the
Presidency of the Republic of Turkey, Directorate of State Archives, in the TK.GM.d. fund with the
number 389.7 There are two other copies of this awqaf register in the same archive, which are
incorrectly dated in the catalogue, the first of which is recorded in the TT.d. fund with the number
1121, and the second in the AE.SSLM.I. fund with the number 1-15.

In this study, in the light of these archival documents mentioned above, information will be
given on the sources of income of the Bimaristan of Nur1 in Aleppo in the middle of the 16th century,
its annual income, personnel expenses and other expenses, and its status in the following periods
will be tried to be determined in the light of the sources.

1. The Bimaristan of Niir1 in Aleppo

This hospital in Aleppo, better known as “Bimaristan-1 ‘Atiq” (the Old Bimaristan) in the 16th
century, was built by Nir al-Din Sehid in Jellim neighbourhood.® The fact that it was called old
bimaristan was due to the existence of a second bimaristan in Aleppo.’ In fact, Nir al-Din built dar

3 Ali Haydar Bayat, Tip Tarihi (Istanbul: Zeytinburnu Belediyesi Yayinlari, 2016), 207. For detailed information on the development
process and functions of bimaristan in the Islamic world, see also Fatma Capan, “Islam Diinyasi’nda Bimaristanlar ve Gelisme
Stiregleri”, Gaziantep University Journal of Social Sciences XVII/III (2019): 1205-1219.

% Bayat, Tip Tarihi, 208-2009.

7 Although there is no date anywhere in this book, the date of 992 AH (1584 AD) is erroneously given in the archive catalogue.
However, the revenues of villages and hamlets in the register are the same with the data in the Aleppo Mufassal Tahrir Register dated
1550, which is registered in the Ottoman Archives of the State Archives Presidency with the number 454 in the TT.d. fund. Therefore,
the aforementioned awqaf register is dated 1550, not 1584. For more information on the date of the awqaf register, see: Enver Cakar,
“16. Yiizyilda Antakya Vakiflar1 (1550 Tarihli Evkaf Defterine Gore)”, Vakiflar Dergisi 43 (2015): 10.

8 “Waqf-1 Bimaristan-1 ‘Atiq ki Nir al-Din Sehid merhiim binasidir ‘an mahalle-i Jellam”. BOA, Ali Emiri, Yavuz Sultan Selim
(AE.SSLM.I), 1-5, 2a; BOA, Tapu ve Kadstro Genel Miidiirliigii Defterleri (TK.GM.d), 389, 102a.

° The second bimaristan, known as “Bimaristan-1 Jedid”, was built by Emir Ergun bin Seyf al-Din in Dahil-i Bab-1 Kinnesrin
neighborhood. For detailed information about this hospital, also known as Bimaristan of Ergun Kamil, see Ayten Altintas, “Halep’de
Bir Vakif Hastane Ergiin Kamil Bimaristan1 (1354)’nin Osmanli Dénemi ve Akil Hastalar1 Icin Onemi”, Uluslararast Antep-Halep
Vakiflart Sempozyum Bildirileri, 11 (Istanbul: Gaziantep Universitesi Vakfi Kiiltiir Yaymlar1, 2014), 209-217; Nil Sar1, “Suriye’de
Tarihi Tiirk Hastanelerini Ararken”, 2. Saglik Tarihi ve Miizeciligi Sempozyumu, ed., A. Zeki izgder, Murat D. Cekin (Istanbul:
Zeytinburnu Belediyesi Kiiltlir Yayinlari, 2017), 16-22.
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al-shifas known by his name not only in Aleppo but also in Damascus!® and Tripoli.'! In order to
meet the needs of these dar al-shifas and to pay the salaries of the staff, he established separate
waqfs for each of them and supported them with various assets. Nurt or Bimaristan-1 ‘ Atiq was more
commonly known as the Bimaristan of Nar al-Din Sehid!? in the 17th century and later.

Built between 1148-1155'3 and located in the southern part of the main bazaar in the old city
of Aleppo, very little of the original structure has survived. These are parts of the entrance portal,
including the door frame and inscription, and part of the street fagade, while most of the rest of the
building has been renovated or rebuilt over the centuries!* (see Fig. 1-Fig. 4). As a matter of fact, it
is understood from two separate inscriptions in these sections that various additions were made to
the bimaristan during the Ayubid and Mamlukid periods. The first of these inscriptions is dated
Sha‘ban 655 AH (1257 AD) and the second is dated 840 AH'> (1436/37 AD). The undated
inscription on the entrance gate of the bimaristan states that it was built by Abu’l-Kasim Mahmud
ibn Zangi bin Aq Sungur'® (see Fig. 2).

2. The Person who Built the Bimaristan

Nir al-Din Mahmud, the founder of bimaristan, was born in Aleppo in 1118, the son of Imad
al-Din Zangi, the atabeg of Mosul and Aleppo. Upon the death of his father in 1146, he became the
ruler of Aleppo and the most dangerous rival of the Crusaders in the region. Thanks to his efforts,
Aleppo and Damascus were united under a single sovereignty for the first time during the
Crusades.!” Nir al-Din Mahmud then extended his rule to Egypt and pinched the Crusaders from
the east and west, and prepared the necessary conditions for the conquest of Jerusalem with his
relentless struggle. Nur al-Din died in the castle of Damascus while he was preparing to go to Egypt
(15 May 1174). He was first buried in a room in the inner castle and then transferred to his
mausoleum at the entrance of the madrasah he built for the Hanafis at the entrance of the bazaar
called al-Hawwasin, which bears the name of al-Niriyyat al-Qiibra. Nur al-Din Mahmud was

10 “Sam-1 serifde vaki‘ Nir al-Din Sehid Timarhanesi’nde yevmi on akge vazife ile sarapdar olup...”, BOA, Topkap: Saray Miizesi

Arsivi Evraki ( TS.MA.e), 834/32. For detailed information about the dar al-shifa in Damascus, see Engin Beksag, “Nreddin Zengi
Bimaristan1”, Tiirkiye Diyanet Vakfi Islam Ansiklopedisi, 33 (Istanbul: TDV Yayinlari, 2007), 262-263; Esref Buharali, “Ug Tiirk
Hiikiimdarinin Yaptirdigr Ug Saglik Kurumu: Tolunogullari, Zengiler ve Memliiklerde Saglik Hizmetleri”, Tarih Arastirmalar
Dergisi XXV/40 (2006): 31-32; Nil Sart, “Suriye’de Tarihi Tiirk Hastanelerini Ararken”, 12-14; Ahmed Ragab, The Medieval Islamic
Hospital, Medicine Religion, and Charity, 45-49.

I “Hekimbag1 Mehmed Celebi mektib gonderiib Trablus’da Nar al-Din Sehid Dar al-shifasinda alt1 akge ile tabib Abraham Yahudi
‘ilm u tebabetden haberi olmayup...”, BOA, Bab-1 Asafi Defterleri (A.DVNSMHM.d), 25, 8/167. See also BOA, Cevdet, Sthhiye (C.
SH), 8-373; C.SH, 10-498.

12 BOA, C.SH, 19-932; C. SH, 10-461; C.SH, 28-1374; C.SH, 6-255; C.SH, 23-113; BOA, Irade, Evkaf (LEV), 32-3681.

13 “Bimaristan of Nir al-Din, Aleppo”, Sonic.net, access 19 February, 2024,
http://www.sonic.net/~tallen/palmtree/ayyarch/ch2.htm#alep.bimn.

14 “Bimaristan Nur al-Din (Aleppo)”, Archnet, access 19 February, 2024, https://www.archnet.org/sites/4229.

15 Gazzi (Kamil b. Hiiseyin b. Muhammed el-Bali el-Halebi), Kitabu Nehr al-Zeheb Fi Tarihi Haleb, 2 (Haleb: Matbaat al-Martniye,
1342), 64.

16 «“Bismillahirrahmanirrahim emere bi-‘amelihi al-mawla al-melik al-malik al-‘adil al-miicahid al-murabit al-e‘azz al-kamil salah
al-diinya ve’d-din kastm al-dawla radiyy al-hilafe tac al-miilik ve’s-selatin nasir al-hakk bi’l-berahin muhyi’l-‘adl f1’l-‘alemin kami*
al-mulhidin katil al-kefere ve’l-miisrikin Eb@i’l-Kasim Mahmud ibn Zangi bin Aqsungur nasir emir al-mii’minin edamallahu
devletehu bi-Muhammedini’n-nebiyyi ve alihi bi-tevella al-‘abd al-fakir ild rahmeti mawlahu ‘atebe ibn Es‘ad bin al-Mawsili. Gazzi,
Kitabu Nehr al-Zeheb, 11, 65-66.

17 For detailed information about Nir al-Din Mahmud, see Ebru Altan, “Nur al-Din Mahmud b. Zangi (1146-1174): One of the
Prominent Leaders of the Struggle Against the Crusaders”, Tarih Dergisi 59 (2014): 57-78; Bahattin Kok, “Nireddin Zengi,
Mahmud”, Tiirkiye Diyanet Vakfi Islam Ansiklopedisi, 33 (Istanbul: TDV Yayinlar1, 2007), 259-262.
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nicknamed “al-Malik al-‘Adil” because of his justice and piety, and he was also nicknamed “Sehid”
because of his desire to be a martyr in the wars with the Crusaders. '8

3. Income Sources of the Bimaristan Waqf

The most important assets of the bimaristan were the tax revenues from the soil crops of the
villages and hamlets. In this context, all or part of the tax revenues of 3 villages and 6 hamlets were
endowed to the bimaristan. The most important of these was the tax of bad-1 heva and the entire
dimos of Ma ‘arrata village of Jabal-i Sem ‘an, which was the closest district to Aleppo city, and
since it was endowed to the bimaristan, this village was more commonly known as “Ma‘arrata el
Maristan!®”. In 1550, the annual tax (dimos®°) collected from this village was 16000 akges (silver
coins) and the bad-i hawa tax collected from this village totalled 280 akges. Therefore, the income
from this village alone accounted for 53,33 per cent of the total waqf income.

The second most important item of waqf income was the tax revenue from the hamlet of Abu
Fazliin, located near the city of Aleppo. This amount, which corresponded to 12 per cent of the total
waqf income, was 3615 akges in 1550, which was the giiriim (vineyard) tribute in the
aforementioned hamlet.

In addition to the villages and hamlets listed above, a certain portion of the annual income of
some villages, hamlets and mills has been allocated to the bimaristan waqf.?! In this context, the 1/2
share of the Wadi al-Asel hamlet of Jabal-i Sem‘an and the 8 feddan shares of the Bakid Naya*’
hamlet; The mill (tahiin) named al/-Khalidr and its hamlet of the same name in the Matah sub-district
of Aleppo, the 5 feddan shares of the hamlet named Humayra held by the inhabitants of the Zeytan
village of the same sub-district, and the 12 feddan shares of the village named al-Ferzel in the
Ma ‘arra sub-district; The 8 feddan shares of the hamlet named Abu Maddya in the A‘zaz sub-
district, the 1/3 share of the village named Bayt Rdil in the Sermin sub-district of Aleppo, and the
1/8 share of the mill named al-Garbiyye in the Haric-i Bab al-Jinan neighbourhood of Aleppo were
the other important sources of income of the waqf. Thus, in 1550, 26823,5 akces of the waqf’s
income consisted of land crops in rural areas and tax revenues from mills, which accounted for more
than 89 per cent of the total waqf income.

18 Kok, “Nireddin Zengi, Mahmud”, 261.

Y BOA, Tapu Tahrir Defterleri (TT.d), 454, 156-157.

20 Dimos, which is mostly seen in the tax registers (tahrir defters) of the sanjaks in the Syrian region, is a term used as a tithe and
means one tenth of the crop. Mehmet Zeki Pakalin, Osmanli Tarih Deyimleri ve Terimleri Sozliigii, 1 (Istanbul: MEB Yayinlar,
1983), 451.

21 In Aleppo, the income division of villages, hamlets and mills was made on the basis of share (hisse) and feddan. Among these,
feddan is the Egyptian area measure and shows an area of 6368 square meters (Walter Hinz, Islam’da Olgii Sistemleri, cev. Acar
Sevim (Istanbul, Marmara Universitesi Yayinlari, 1990), 80). However, there are also different types of feddan and it is described in
the Qanunname of Damascus Sanjak as follows: “Ve feddan deyu ¢ifte derler. Amma feddan-1 Rumani ve islami ve feddan-1 hurras
ve feddan-1 arz vardir. Feddan-1 rumant bir ¢ift, bir giin, bir gece ne mikdar siirse ana feddan-1 rumant derler. Eger bir giin tamam
siirse feddan-1 Islamt derler ve feddan-1 Arabi dahi derler. Ve bir ¢ift 5gle vaktine dek siirse feddan-1 hurras derler. Ve feddan-1 arz
dahi derler”. Ahmet Akgiindiiz, Osmanli Kanunndmeleri ve Hukuki Tahlilleri, 7 (Istanbul: Fey Vakfi Yayinlari, 1994), 22-23.

22 In the list of wagqf properties in Gazzi’s work, the name of this hamlet was incorrectly stated as Kefer Naya, and the share of the
wagqf was stated as 5 feddan (see Kitabu Nehr al-Zeheb, vol. 2, 64). However, Kefer Naya is a village located in A‘zaz sub-district.
See BOA, TT.d, 93, 268.
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Table 1. Income Sources of the Waqf?* (1550)

Types of Revenues

Income Amounts

(Akges)
All of the dimos of Ma‘arrata village of Jabal-i Sem‘an sub-district 16000
Bad-i hawa of Ma‘arrata village of Jabal-i Sem‘an 280
One-half share of Wadi al-Asel hamlet of Jabal-i Sem‘an 562,5
8 feddan shares of Bakid Naya hamlet of Jabal-i Sem‘an 2400
1/3 share of the mill named al-Khalid1 and its hamlet in Matah sub-district 600
5 feddan shares of Humeyra hamlet subject to Matah and held by the people of Zeytan village 260
12 feddan shares of al-Ferzel village of Ma‘arra 600
8 feddan shares of Abu Medaya hamlet subject to A‘zaz 600
1/3 share of Beyt Rail village subject to Sermin 1666
1/8 share of the mill named al-Garbiyye in Aleppo, located in Haric-i Bab al-Jinan 240
Hikr-1 egcar-1 tin der A‘zaz fi sene 26
Hikr-1 arsa ve han ve ka‘a ve diikkan ve bostan Haric-i Bab-1 Antakiyye 1 sene 228
Ahkar-1 buytt der mahalle-i Varaka Haric-i Bab-1 Antakiyye 48 bab {1 sene 358
Ahkar-1 zemin-i dekakin ve besatin ve firin ve gayruhu ‘amele-i Varaka f1 sene 1522
Dekakin der Stk al-Hawa 11 bab f1 sene 849
Hikr-1 zemin-i kaysariya-i Balim? Haric-i Bab-1 Antakiyye Desolate (Hali)
Dekakin-i Harzem Ruined
Mezraa-i Ebu Fazliin der nezd-i Haleb, hasil an harac al-qiiriim 3615
Muhallefat-1 merza ki dar al-shifada vefat edip varisleri bulunmaya vakfa zabt olunur T sene 200
Total 30695,5%

In addition to the villages, hamlets and mills (tahiin or asiyab), the Bimaristan al-NiirT also had

rental income from wagqf trees and lands called “hikr?*”. In this context, the hikr of fig trees in A‘zaz,
the hikr of land, inn, ka‘a (courtyard), shop and orchard in the Haric-i Bab-1 Antakiyye
neighbourhood of Aleppo, the hikr of 48 houses in the Varaka neighbourhood of Aleppo, the hikr
of the grounds of the shop, orchard and bakery in the same neighbourhood, and the hikr of the
grounds of Balim Kaysariya in Haric-i Bab-1 Antakiyye, which was not in use in 1550, were among
the assets of the waqf.

Among the properties endowed to the Bimaristan of NiirT were many shops. The rental income
from 11 shops in the bazaar known as Sitk al-Hawa was especially important. In 1550, another shop
known as Harzem, which was in ruins, is mentioned. Again, the pendants of patients who died in
the dar al-shifa and had no heirs were also among the revenues of the waqf. However, the amount
of this was not very high and was around 200 akges in 1550.26

2 BOA, TK.GM.d, 389, 102a; BOA, TT.d, 1121, 106a; BOA, AE.SSLM.I, 1-15, 2a.

24 The correct value is 30006,5 akges. In this case, either a calculation error was made or an income item amounting to 653 akges
was not recorded.

25 Hikr (plural: ahkar), which is a noun from infinitive hakr, which means “to do injustice, to reduce; to imprison, to hold” in the
dictionary, refers to the long-term lease of waqf land by allowing the construction of buildings and planting trees on it, in connection
with the meaning of “imprisonment and holding something” in the literature of figh and the history of civilisation. Although the land
leased in this way or the rental fee is also called hikr, the word is mostly used in the first sense. Mehmet Ipsirli, “Hikr”, Tiirkiye
Diyanet Vakfi Islam Ansiklopedisi, 17 (Istanbul: TDV Yayinlari, 1998), 525.

26 According to 1550 records, the total annual income of the NairT Bimaristan waqf was 30006,5 akges (see Table 1).
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In 1695, the waqfs of both bimaristans in Aleppo and the Jami-i Kebir waqf were under the
supervision of Bab al-Saade Agha Mustafa Agha.?’” The administration of these three waqfs was
also centralised in one hand.?® As a matter of fact, Sayyid Mehmed, who was the trustee of the waqf,
was dismissed from his post at the request of Mustafa Agha and another person named Murtaza was
appointed in his place.?’ The waqfs of Jami-i Kebir, Nir al-Din Sehid and Ergun Kamil bimaristans
in Aleppo were under the supervision®® of Bab al-Saade Agha Ahmed in 1733°!, then Kiiciik Ali
Agha, his son Mustafa Agha after his death and Muhammed Agha®* in 1736. In the 19th century,
this common waqf, which was collected by means of the granting of the revenue and tax*3, was
administered by the finance treasury in 1860.3* It seems that when the state switched to a single
treasury system as a requirement of the reform movements, the revenues and mukata of all waqfs
were also transferred to the finance treasury.’?

4. Expense Items of the Waqf
4.1. Personnel Expenses

The staff of the waqf consisted of the administrative staff of the waqf and the hospital staff. The
waqf staff consisted of the trustee, clerk, jabi and vekilharc, while the hospital staff consisted of the
physician, ophthalmologist (kehhal) and surgeon, as well as the janitor (hademe or hadim), doorman
(bevvab) and cook (tabbah). The first group was responsible for the management of the waqf, and
the one known as the trustee had the highest salary; his daily wage was 18 akg¢es in 1550. The clerk,
who conducted the correspondence of the waqf, and the jabi, who collected its revenues, received a
daily wage of 5 akges each for their services.

The second group of personnel who received a share of the waqf’s income were the physician,
kehhal (ophthalmologist) and surgeon who took care of the treatment of patients in the hospital
(shifahane). The physician and kehhal received a daily wage of 5 akges each, while the surgeon
received 2 akces. However, the physician’s fee was increased in the following years. As a matter of
fact, in 1574, upon the request of the chief physician to the government, the salary of the physician
Sheikh Sahih, who received a daily salary of 13 akges, was increased by 5 akces with the approval

27 A nazir is an authority in charge of supervising the trustee’s disposals related to the wagqf. In Islamic law, the duty of supervision
belongs to the judiciary. However, in the sultan and vizier waqfs, which constitute the majority of Ottoman waqfs, the duty of
supervision was assigned to high-ranking state officials such as the grand vizier, sheikh al-islam and Bab al-Saade aghas. From the
end of the 16th century onwards, these were organised and expanded as units of supervision and finally transformed into the Nezaret
of Awkaf-1 Hiimayun in 1826. Mehmet Geng, “Nazir, Osmanhlar’da”, Tiirkiye Divanet Vakfi Islam Ansiklopedisi, 32 (Istanbul: TDV
Yayinlari, 2006), 450.

28 “Vakf-1 Jami‘-i Kebir-i Emevi ve Dar al-shifa-i Ergun Kamil ve Dar al-shifa-i Niir al-Din Sehid der Haleb”, BOA, Evkaf, Berat
(EV.BRT.) 43-17.

29 BOA, Ibniilemin, L”ul\'(f’(['E.El/’), 32-3681. In 1733, Mehmed was the trustee of all three waqfs and was still in charge in 1758.
BOA, TS.MA.e, 834-33; BOA, Sadaret, Umum Vilayet Evraki (A.MKT.UM), 209-65.

30 The minister played an important role in the appointment of trustees for such wagqfs. For some examples, see BOA, C.SH, 19-932;
C.SH, 10-461.

3V BOA, Ali Emiri, Mahmud I (AE.SMHD.I), 109-7828; BOA, C.SH, 28-1374.

32BOA, TS.MA.e, 770-33.

3 BOA, C.SH, 29-1440.

34 “Canib-i hazine-i celile-i maliyeden idare olunmakda olan Haleb’de vaki‘ Jami -i Kebir-i Emevi ve Dar al-shifa-i Ergun Kamil ve
Dar al-shifa-i Nar al-Din Sehid evkafindan almak iizere yevmi ii¢ ak¢e vazife ile jami‘-i mezbiirda muhaddislik ve ...”, BOA, Cevdet,
Maarif (C.MF), 68-3364.

35 Elif Genca, “Osmanli Hukukunda Vakiflarm Denetimi (Evkaf-1 Hiimayun Nezareti)”, [U Hukuk Fakiiltesi Mecmuas: LXXII/1
(2014): 551.
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of the waqf*®, and in the 18th century, both the number of physicians was increased and the salaries
of physicians and surgeons were increased according to the conditions of the day. For example,
surgeon Abd al-Kerim, who died in 1700, received a daily salary of 5 akg¢es®’, while the second
physician (tabib-i sani) Sayyid Yasin, who died in 1730, received a salary of 7 akges.>® In 1733, the
first physician with a daily salary of 10 ak¢es and the second physician with a daily salary of 7 akges
at the Dar al-shifa of Niir al-Din Sehid and Abd al-Kerim, a surgeon with a daily salary of 4 akges
at the Dar al-shifa of Ergun Kamil, and Abd al-Rahim, his partner and brother, died and their duties
were assigned to Sheikh Ahmed and Sheikh Abd al-Rahman, the sons of Sheikh Muhammed, with
the declaration of the ser etibba-i hassa (chief physician) and the request of Bab al-Saade Agha
Ahmed.*® In 1767, Sheikh Hafiz Ahmed, who was a partial surgeon and physician with a daily wage
of 10,5 akges to be taken from Ergun Kamil and Niir al-Din Sehid bimaristans, died and his son
Sheikh Mustafa submitted a petition to the sultan to be given his duty.*

Another group of hospital staff were the orderlies who served the weak patients (hadim al-
zu‘afa) and the female patients (hademet al-nisd). The daily wage of the former, whose duties were
heavier than the latter, was 2 akges, while the daily wage of the staff responsible for female patients
was one ak¢e. Vekilharc, who purchased the supplies and materials needed for the hospital, received
a daily salary of 2 akges, while the doorman (bevvab), who was responsible for the security of the
hospital, and the cook (tabbah), who cooked the food for the staff and patients, were paid one akge
each (see Table-2).

Table 2. Personnel Expenses*! (1550)
Personnel Expenses Amounts
(Akces)

—_
[oze]

Cihet-i tevliyet fT yevm
Cihet-i kitabet fT yevm

Cihet-i cibayet fT yevim
Cihet-i tabib f1 yevm
Cihet-i kehhal T yevm

Cihet-i cerrah f1 yevm

Cihet-i vekilhare fT yevim

Cihet-i hare T yevm

Cihet-i hadim al-zu‘afa fT yevm

Cihet-i bevvab fT yevim
Cihet-i tabbah 1 yevm

Cihet-i hademet al-nisa T yevm

— = =] NN N N | | | W

3 BOA, A.DVNSMHM.d, 25, 83/933.

37 Abd al-Kerim was replaced by al-Haj Abd al-Rahman as surgeon with the same salary. BOA, Ibniilemin Sthhiye (IE.SH), 1-98.

38 Sayyid Yasin was replaced by Abu'l-Mansur Sayyid Mustafa Efendi as the second physician with the same salary. BOA, C.SH,
23-113.

3 BOA, AE.SMHD.1, 109-7828.

0 BOA, TS.MA.e, 454-34.

' BOA, AE.SSLM.1, 1-15, 2a; BOA, TK.GM.d, 389, 102a.
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4.2. Hospital (Dar al-Shifa) and Patient Expenses

Hospital expenses included various syrups, pastes, eye kohl, various ointments and oils, food
for weak patients, quilts, mattresses and materials required for the burial and shrouding of the
deceased. The highest expense item was the food for the weak and neglected patients and the
expenses incurred for the maintenance, repair and material supply of the hospital. The least
expensive item was the various oils used for the patients (see Table-3).

According to 1550 records, the total annual expenditure (al-masraf) of the waqf was 29,910
akges. After this expenses, 749,5 akces remained. The endowment stipulated that this amount was
not to be given to anyone under the name of “zevaid” (increasing amount) but to be spent on the oil
and straw used in the lighting and exhibition of the bimaristan.*?

In the following years, due to the decrease in waqf revenues and the increase in personnel and
patient expenses, the expenses could no longer be met with the existing revenues. For example, in
1799, the annual income of Ergun Kamil Bimaristan was 865 piaster and its expenses were 857
piasters, while the annual income of the Bimaristan of Niir al-Din Sehid was 503,5 piasters and its
expenses were 521 piasters. Therefore, the number of personnel and their salaries were restricted in
order to maintain a balance between income and expenditure.*?

Table 3. Patient Expenses** (1550)

Types of Expenses Amounts
(Akges)

Be-cihet-i esribe-i miitenevvia“ fi sene 1200
Be-cihet-i me‘acin f1 sene 1500
Be-cihet-i kehl-i miitenevvia“ T sene 1300
Be-cihet-i merahim-i miitenevvia‘ fi sene 1000
Be-cihet-i dithn-i miitenevvia“ fi sene 250
Be-cihet-i yorgan ve dosek ve ihracat-1 saire beray-1 zu‘afa fi sene 1400
Be-cihet-i me’kiilat-1 zu‘afa f1 sene 3500
Be-cihet-i techiz ve tekfin-i mevta fi sene 1200
Be-cihet-i mithimmat-1 dar al-shifa fi sene ber vech-i tahmin 2000
Total 13350

42 «“Zevaid deyu kimesneye virilmeyiip bimaristan-1 mezbiirun yagma ve hasirina sarf oluna”. BOA, AE.SSLM.1, 1-15, 2b; BOA,
TK.GM.d, 389, 102b; BOA, 7TT.d, 1121, 106b.

43 The salaries of Dervish Mehmed, who was the trustee of the Ergun Kamil waqf with 6 akges, and Sheikh Hiiseyin, who was the
trustee and doorman (bevvab) of the Niir al-Din Sehid waqf with 6 akges, were left to the waqf on the grounds that they had been in
another country for a long time, and 10 akges of the salary of Abd al-Kerim, who was the first and second physician with 17 akges,
was left to the waqf, 7 akces were used to pay the salaries of other staff members by Mehmed, the trustee of Jami-i Kebir, and
Mehmed Efendi, its clerk. BOA, TS.MA.e, 770-30.

4 BOA, AE.SSLM 1, 1-15, 2a.
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Conclusion

Bimaristan and the healing centres within them were the most important health institutions
where patients were treated. These institutions, which were generally built by statesmen and wealthy
individuals as waqf works, were staffed by doctors and surgeons as well as personnel responsible
for the care of patients, cleaning and security, and their salaries were paid with the revenues from
wagqf resources. Therefore, in addition to a trustee who was responsible for the management of the
wagqf, officials such as nazir, jabi and clerk were also employed as waqf personnel.

The city of Aleppo was one of the most important industrial and commercial centres of the
Middle East. In Aleppo, which attracted attention with its crowded population, many waqf works
(mosques, masjids, madrasahs, imaret, dar al-shifa, zawiya, fountains, etc.) were built in various
periods, one of which is the Bimaristan of Nur1, which was built by Nir al-Din Mahmud during the
Zangid period and known by his name. With the construction of a second bimaristan in Aleppo in
the following years, this bimaristan was known as the Bimaristan-1 ‘Atiq (Old Bimaristan) in the
16th century, but in later periods it was mostly known as Bimaristan of Niir al-Din Sehid. Patients
were treated free of charge and their medicines were also provided. In addition, future physicians
were also trained in these distinguished health institutions where mentally ill patients were also
treated.

According to the mid-16th century waqf records, the bimaristan waqf consisted of the entire tax
revenues of one village and specific shares of the revenues of two villages, as well as specific shares
of 5 hamlets and 2 mills, 11 shops, a vineyard and land rented for houses, a kaysariya and gardens.
The waqf’s most important source of income was the tax revenues of the village of Ma‘arrata in the
Jabal-i Sem‘an sub-district of Aleppo. In addition, 1/2 share of Wadi al-‘Asel hamlet and 8 feddan
shares of Bakid Naya hamlet in Jabal al-Sam‘an sub-district, 1/3 share of Khalidi hamlet and the
mill in this hamlet in Matah sub-district of Aleppo, 5 feddan shares of Humeyra hamlet, 8 feddan
shares of Abu Medaya hamlet in A‘zaz, The sources of income of the waqf were 1/3 share of the
village of Bayt Rail subject to Sermin, the tribute of the vineyard in the hamlet of Abu Fazliin near
Aleppo, 1/8 share of the mill known as al-Garbiyye in the Haric-i Bab al-Jinan neighbourhood of
Aleppo, 11 shops in Stk al-Hawa Bazaar, as well as the rents of the lands on which houses, shops,
a kaysariya, bakeries were built and the lands converted into orchards and gardens. In addition, the
financial assets of people who died while being treated in the hospital and had no heirs were also
appropriated to the waqf as income.

The annual expenses of the waqf consisted of the salaries of the staff and the expenses incurred
for the hospital. The wagqf staff consisted of the trustee, clerk, jabi and vekilharc, while the hospital
staff consisted of the physician, ophthalmologist (kehhal) and surgeon, as well as the janitor,
doorman (bevvab) and cook (tabbah). The first group was responsible for the management of the
wagqf, and the one known as the trustee received the highest salary. The clerk, who conducted the
correspondence of the waqf, and the jabi, who collected the revenues, also received a certain fee
from the waqf revenues in return for their services. Hospital expenses consisted of various syrups,
pastes, eye kohl, various ointments, various oils, food especially for weak patients, quilts, mattresses
and materials used for the burial and shrouding of the deceased. In the mid-16th century, hospital
expenses accounted for 44 per cent of total expenditures, while 56 per cent was allocated to staff
salaries. The remaining 2.4% of the annual income after the hospital and personnel expenses could
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only be spent on the purchase of oil used for lighting the rooms and mats used in the exhibition, as
per the stipulations of the wagqf.

The NirT Bimaristan, which served the people of Aleppo for a long time during the Zengid,
Ayyubid, Mamluk and Ottoman periods, was destroyed in the following years due to natural
disasters and negligence, and its waqf resources were merged with the Great Mosque (Jami-i Kebir)
wagqf in Aleppo as it lost its efficiency. This building, which was partially restored afterwards,
continues to enrich the silhouette of Aleppo with all its splendour today.
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Appendix

Figure 1. The Entrance Door
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(https://www.archnet.org/sites/4229?media_content id=111468, access: 19.02.2024)
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