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ABSTRACT

The concept of early marriage, which refers to the marriage of children at an age when they are not cognitively
and psychosocially ready, has many negative consequences. The Roma are among the communities where early
marriages are common in Tirkiye. Objective: In this study, the reasons for early marriage, marriage processes,
difficulties of marriage, methods of coping with difficulties, and general views on early marriage of Roma women
who married early were examined. Method: The study was conducted using a qualitative research design, in-depth
interviews and a semi-structured questionnaire. The study group consisted of 18 adult Roma women selected by
a purposive sampling method from the non-probability sampling type. The data were analyzed using the content
analysis method. Findings: It was determined that the participants were married between the ages of 13-17,
became mothers for the first time between the ages of 15-24, and half of them were illiterate. Education is an
important factor in preventing early marriage. The two most important risk factors for early marriage were family
unrest and a low education level. Conclusion: The study underlined the importance of education in preventing
early marriage. The findings emphasize the need for improved awareness and intervention strategies to prevent
early marriage among the Roma.
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Introduction

Early marriage is a phenomenon that can be observed worldwide and in Turkiye under the
influence of various social, economic and cultural dynamics. This study, which analyzes the
early marriage experiences of Roma women, is significant in understanding the broader
phenomenon of early marriage. The primary aim of the study is to explore in depth the role of
early marriage within the Roma community, its effects of these marriages on women and the
reasons for these marriages in the social context, on women, and the underlying social reasons
for these marriages. In this context, the study analyses the sociodemographic characteristics
of Roma women, their marriage processes and the difficulties these processes bring, their
coping strategies and their general views on early marriage.

In both international and national legal frameworks, marriages below the age of 18 are classified
as early marriages (Koseli & Celik, 2020, p.18; Turkish Civil Code, 2001). Early marriage is
recognized as a global issue, with numerous sources emphasizing that it constitutes a violation
of human rights (Burcu et al,, 2015, p. 65; Davis et al.,, 2013, p. 16). According to 2018 data, 650
million women worldwide were married as children, and approximately 12 million girls enter into
child marriages each year. (UNICEF, 2018). In TUrkiye, 15 percent of first marriages occur before
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the age of 18, with this rate being 24.2 percent among women and 4.4 percent for men (Turkish
Statistical Institute, 2022).

In traditional cultures that perpetuate practices and rituals across generations without question,
early marriage is not necessarily perceived as a problem (Aydemir, 2011). It has been reported
that Roma are among the cultures where early marriages are quite common (Eskiocak &
Akbasak, 2017, p. 136).

The Roma are referred to by different names such as worldwide, such as Zigeuner, Bohemian,
Tigane, Cigany, and in Turkiye as Gypsy, Cingane, Kopti, Zingari, Posa, Elekgi, Mongo, and
Roman. Despite all these different names, it has been stated that Roma people are committed
to their customs, traditions, traditions and customs and that they pass these on from generation
to generation through endogamous marriages (Ugum, 2008, p. 59). Factors such as Low levels
of education, irregular employment, low-paid and low-status jobs, poor health conditions,
unhealthy and inadequate nutrition contribute to the Roma's disadvantaged position in society.
In his study, Taylan defines Roma as a group with low literacy rates, consisting mostly of primary
school graduates, generally having nuclear families, having a high number of children and
therefore having a higher number of people per household than the average in Trkiye (Taylan,
2016, p. 221).

The main social problems experienced by Roma in Turkiye are exclusion and discrimination,
precarious and unregistered employment, unemployment, child labor, low education level,
unplanned urbanization, ghettoization, housing problems, unhealthy living conditions, high
crime rate, use of banned substances and early marriage (Ataman Polat, 2015; Geng et al.,, 2015;
Kuzucu, 2020; Taylan, 2016; Yasar & Kayli, 2021).

The cause of early marriages cannot be reduced to a single reason, and reasons such as lack
of education, poverty, religious and cultural values, and gender inequality are considered the
main factors (Mahdaviazad et al,, 2019, p. 171; Zeren & Gursoy, 2020, p. 126). Although early
marriages pose problems for both genders, it is reported that girls will be more affected by this
process (Burcu et al., 2015, p. 67). In early marriages, the responsibilities of home, family and
childcare are usually imposed on girls, and this situation causes gender inequality. Moreover,
this situation prevents the presence of women in education and employment and may lead to
worrying consequences such as the feminization of poverty, neglect and abuse. In this respect,
the main problem of the study is to investigate the causes of early marriages among Roma
women. The research seeks to answer the following questions:

e What are the sociodemographic characteristics of Roma people who have had early
marriages”?

e What factors contribute to early marriage among the Roma community?

e What are the difficulties experienced by Roma in early marriages?

e How do Roma, who have had early marriages, cope with the difficulties they face?

In the study, in-depth interviews were conducted with Roma women who had married at an early
age but are now adults. The interviews explored their sociodemographic backgrounds, the
decision-making process regarding marriage, whether they had a religious or civil marriage, their
perspectives on civil marriage, the difficulties they encountered, their coping strategies, and their
overall views on early marriage.

Method

Research Design

The study aimed to reveal the perspectives of Roma women on the phenomenon of early
marriage, which is considered a dimension of child sexual abuse. For this purpose, it was
designed in a qualitative research design that offers the opportunity to examine human
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problems and events in depth in their ecological environment and analyses the problem by using
various data collection methods such as interview, observation and document analysis (Baltaci,
2019). The research was conducted with the approval of the Non-Interventional Ethics
Committee of Sakarya University Faculty of Medicine (K. date/number: 30.01.2024/08).

Participants

The study group was selected using purposive sampling, a type of non-probability sampling.
The purposive sampling method was used because the researcher can select the sample that
is suitable for the research and from which in-depth information can be obtained. The sample
consisted of individuals over the age of 18 who applied to the hospital for medical treatment,
volunteered to participate in the study and identified themselves as Roma.—-Based on the
specified methods and criteria, face-to-face in-depth interviews were conducted with 18 Roma
women.

Data Collection Instruments and Process

Before designing t the interview questions, a review of the relevant literature (Taylan, 2016; Yasar
& Kayli, 2021) was conducted. As a result of the literature review, a semi-structured interview
form was created by the researcher with the main questions that will enable the participants to
reveal their views on the subject and the probe questions that will provide an in-depth
understanding of the subject.

A pilot study was conducted with three participants. The functionality of the interview form was
evaluated and it was decided to use the form in its current form. After the participants were
contacted, they were given detailed information about the study (why it was conducted, the
interview could be terminated at any time, their identity information would not be disclosed, it
would be analyzed for scientific purposes, etc.) and their informed consent was obtained.
Interviews were conducted in a quiet, calm and comfortable environment within the hospital
facilities. With participants’ knowledge and consent, the interviews were audio-recorded and
transcribed immediately afterward. The interviews lasted an average of 30-40 minutes. The data
collection process started after the approval of the ethics committee, and the data were
collected between February 2024 and March 2024.

Data Analysis

The collected were analyzed using the qualitative research software MAXQDA V.12. The data
were grouped according to thematic areas and analysed by content analysis method. Content
analysis is defined as a detailed, systematic, careful and in-depth examination and organization
of a data group in order to reveal themes, concepts, judgments and facts about a subject (Ultay
etal, 20217). In this way, general trends about the researched topic can be determined.

The interview recordings were transcribed into text. The data were then categorized and
reorganized under various themes to ensure comprehensive analysis. In the final stage, three
main themes titled “experiences before marriage”, “experiences during the marriage”, “general
evaluations on early marriage,” and sub-themes related to these themes were obtained. Direct
quotations were made from the statements obtained from the transcription process. Thus, it
was aimed to increase the reliability of the study. The participants were coded as “P1, P2, P3" in
order to protect their identity information and facilitate the analysis process.

Limitations

An analysis of the participants' spouses' ages revealed that men also marry at an early age.
Therefore, the phenomenon of early marriage is a problem not only for women but also for men.
However, the high intensity of women in the study group made it difficult to include men.
Consequently, this study is limited to 18 adult Roma women residing in Sakarya.
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Results

Table 1 Demographic characteristics of the study group

Code Participant age Education Age of spouse Age at marriage
P1 39 Primary School 37 17
P2 38 Primary School 36 14
P3 22 Secondary School 31 16
P4 18 Secondary School 21 16
P5 40 illiterate 41 15
P6 28 illiterate 30 16
P7 37 illiterate 41 16
P8 45 Primary School 55 13
P9 39 Secondary School 40 17
P10 45 illiterate 47 17
P11 27 Primary School 31 17
P12 20 illiterate 24 17
P13 45 illiterate 46 17
P14 59 Primary School 62 16
P15 18 illiterate 21 17
P16 47 illiterate 47 16
P17 40 illiterate 40 15
P18 50 Primary School 47 13

The study group consisted of 18 female participants between the ages of 18 and 59. An analysis
of their educational background revealed that nine participants were illiterate, six had completed
primary school, and three had completed secondary school. The findings indicated that the
participants started to live with their spouses between the ages of 13-17. The age gap between
the participants and their spouses was generally small. However, in two cases (P3 and K8), the
age difference exceeded nine years. At the time of the study, all participants were legally married
to their spouses.

Table 1 Demographic characteristics of the study group (continued)

Code Number of Age of women at birth of first Number of Perceived economic  Homeowner
marriages child children situation ship status
P1 1 20 5 Medium Homeowner
P2 1 15 3 Good Homeowner
P3 1 19 2 Medium Tenant
P4 1 - 0 Low Tenant
P5 1 16 2 Medium Homeowner
P6 1 17 3 Medium Homeowner
P7 2 18 6 Medium Homeowner
P8 1 16 4 Low Tenant
P9 1 24 4 Low Homeowner
P10 1 19 3 Good Homeowner
P11 1 19 3 Medium Tenant
P12 1 18 2 Low Homeowner
P13 2 16 7 Low Homeowner
P14 1 18 5 Low Homeowner
P15 1 - 0 Medium Homeowner
P16 1 19 3 Low Homeowner
P17 1 16 3 Good Homeowner
P18 1 15 3 Good Homeowner
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It was observed that the majority of the participants had only one marriage, while only two had
been married a second time. An analysis of the ages at which they had their first child revealed
that their ages ranged between 15 and 24 years. Half of the participants had their first child after
the age of 18, while the other half became mothers before turning 18. It was determined that
two participants did not have children yet. The number of children among those who had
children varied between one and seven. Regarding their perceived economic status, seven
participants identified their economic level as low, seven as medium, and four as good. It was
also found that the majority of the participants were homeowners.

Pre-marital Experiences
Dating Experiences

The dating experiences of the participants were classified into three categories: relationships
initiated through social media, acquaintances from the same neighborhood and introductions
facilitated by friends or relatives.

Table 2 How the participants met their spouses

Variable Participants

People from the same neighborhood P1,P5 P10, P16,P17,P18

Social media P4,P11, P15,

Through friends/relatives P2, P3, P6, P7,P8, P9, P12, P13, P14

It is understood that Roma individuals typically meet and form relationships within their cultural
circles, often encountering each other in their neighborhoods while playing together or attending
school. Participants described this situation as follows:

“We were in the same neighborhood. We are not related. We met, we got acquainted. No one
acted as an intermediary for us. We already met while we were playing line (games) on the
streets.” P5

“We met on the way to school. Now, he is already in our neighborhood; I met him there. It
was from our neighborhood.” P1

People often seek the experiences and opinions of friends during significant life milestones such
as marriage, divorce, job searches, childbirth, or bereavement. It has been observed that the
influence of friends and relatives on the dating experiences of Roma individuals is quite high.
Participants described these experiences as follows:

"We were already relatives. Of course, we never had anything like that in our minds, and we
were relatives. Then they recognized us and made us get along with each other." P3

"His sister saw it, liked it, told my husband, and then they talked to me. In other words, my
sister-in-law mediated us." P14

Marriage Criteria

Factors such as economic income, social status, occupation, and educational status, as well as
factors such as trust, love, tolerance and good morals, play a role in marriage decisions.
Participants were asked the question, "Did you have any criteria you were looking for in your
spouse?”. In the process that led the Roma to marriage, 3 main factors such as military service,
regular income, love, respect, tolerance, understanding and honesty, came to the fore.

“It is not enough to love. You also need to have an income. We had both.” P6
“There should be love, but there should also be an income.” P7

“For example, there is understanding, respect, honesty. For example, you give him your life.”
P16

“I mean, | think there should be love, then there should be respect. To have a home, to have
ajob, to have an income.” P5
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It was observed that some of the participants did not have any economic expectations; they
defined the marriage process with expressions such as fate, kismet and fortune.

"You are already 16, you are young. My daughter, look at me, | had nothing to do with riches
or poverty. | did not look for anything, and it is whatever God destined." P14

"At the moment, they usually think about him doing his military service, having an insured
job, having a house. However, in the past, it never came to mind." P2

Requisition, Engagement, Wedding, Religious and Civil Marriage Status

Article 124 of the Turkish Civil Code stipulates that “A man or a woman cannot marry until they
reach the age of seventeen” (Turkish Civil Code, 2007). In the continuation of the same article, it
is stated that in some special cases, it is possible to marry at the age of 16 with the consent of
the parents or guardian and at the discretion of the judge. In this context, participants with early
marriage experience were asked whether they had “asked for a girl, engagement, religious
marriage, wedding and civil marriage”. It was found out that almost all of the participants asked
for the girl's hand in marriage, engagement and religious marriage immediately and that they
waited until the age of 17-18, which is the legal limit, for the official marriage. On the other hand,
it was determined that some of the participants did not have a wedding.

"We had an engagement, an engagement, a religious wedding. We waited until we were of
legal marriageable age." P1

"We had a wedding. We also have a religious marriage." P16
"The request was made. The official marriage took place after | was of legal age." P2

"We had a gap of five months. In the meantime, we lived together. Within five months, we
had an engagement and wedding." P3

"They kidnapped me, so | did not have a wedding; | did not even wear a wedding dress." P8
Families' Reactions to Early Marriage Requests

When the participants were asked how their families reacted to their desire to marry early, it was
observed that some of them supported the decision positively, while others opposed it.
Elopement is more common in families who oppose early marriage. It was observed that
families opposed early marriage for reasons such as being underage, having legal sanctions,
and the other party being a relative.

"They did not want her because she was too old. They also did not want to marry their
relatives. They wanted outsiders." P3

"There is my grandson inside, he is 16 years old. | am against this, but they ran away. He is
now serving his sentence." P18

A mother with 3 children who was married at an early age expressed her disappointment that
her daughter was also married at an early age as follows:

"She is the only one who made me suffer. When she eloped, the world went to hell for me. |
picked her up three times. Three times, | took her through that door. Three times, she ran
away. The groom'’s side did not kidnap her. She went himself. This one took her by the arm
and kidnapped her. | swear." P10

Some of the participants whose families were in favor of early marriage expressed the situation
as follows:

"' wish | had not. It was an arranged marriage. We had the consent of our families. Well, |
mean, they were made by my family, but | got married willingly." P11

“We already met while we were playing line (a kind of game) on the streets. Our families gave
their consent.” P5



405 ODUSOBIAD

Bride Price

The participants were asked whether the families received the bride price before the marriage.
Accordingly, it was determined that half of the participants' families received a price for dowry,
while the other half did not. The participants expressed this situation as follows:

"There was that application for that time. There was a small bride price. It was given to the
girl's mum. Furthermore, her mother would return it to her. It is very old. That thing does not
exist now." P1

"They took dowry money. At that time, it was 500 TL or something like that. | mean, they took
money." P7.

"We did not take bride price. It is usually taken, but we did not ask for it because we are well-
off, and we have a daughter in a house." P10

Information on the Form of Marriage

The marriage types of the participants were analyzed. Accordingly, it was observed that some
of the participants got married with the consent of their parents, and in cases where there was
no parental consent, the participants eloped. One of the participants who had a parent who
consented to early marriage expressed this situation as follows:

"When my father found out about the situation, he confronted me and talked to me. He said
to me, ‘Will you elope if | do not give my permission for marriage? Then he said there is
nothing to do if that man loved me, and he consented to my marriage." P3

"My father did not agree. So we eloped." P14
Opinions on the Causes of Early Marriage

When the participants were asked about the reasons for early marriage, it was observed that
factors such as family unrest, ignorance, love, and divorce/death of parents came to the fore.
Participants who saw marriage as a way out of their fathers' physical violence expressed
themselves as follows:

"My father beat us. We ran away from the cane. | did not know what marriage was. | thought
that if we ran away from home, we would not be beaten yet." P14

"They had to accept me. My paternal grandfather was protecting me. However, | was still
being subjected to much violence. That is why | got married, and | could not go back." P8

"We got married early because my family put a little pressure on us. We were actually seeing
each other all the time. They did not let us meet that day. It got into our heads, both of us.
We ran away." P3

While some of the participants characterized the reason for early marriage as ignorance, others
stated that they started to live together early because they loved their spouses.

"I did not have any criteria | expected from my mate. | was ignorant. We just eloped." P15

"I definitely think | got married early, but you do not realize that at that age. | was ignorant.
Today, | would never get married at that age." P3

"I love my wife very much. | have never said that | got married early. If | were born again, |
would get married at the same age. | am very satisfied." P17

Families may break up due to reasons such as divorce, desertion, or the death of one of the
parents. Being a child of a broken family was identified as a factor in the process leading Roma
to early marriage. It was understood that, especially in broken families where the father is
absent, economic poverty occurs, and early marriage is seen as a way out of this poverty.

“My father passed away. My mother was poor then. There were six children in the house. |
had to get married." P10
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"When the conversations progressed, when he started to get closer to me. Furthermore,
when my parents were separated, we decided to get married." P4

"' knew what marriage was then. My parents were well off. Why should | get married? Then,
| was an educated child. | was still studying, but my mum died. | did not continue my
education after my mum died. There is no mum. | have four sisters. My sister also had
children. They were also younger than me. Then, the tiredness at home was too much. |
could not stand it and ran away." P14

Experiences During Marriage
Opinions on Civil Marriage

When the participants were asked whether civil marriage is important or not, most of the
participants stated that civil marriage is important. The participants who found civil marriage
important were asked to explain the reason for its importance in more detail. In this direction, it
was stated that civil marriage is important for the rights in case of divorce, social pressure and
for the official procedures to be carried out when a child is born.

"It is important for your safety. | mean for your children." P7

"One day tomorrow, there will be a fight. They should not let them off the hook. If necessary,
| have a house, | have a village, and | will get a salary tomorrow, how will it be if there is no
official marriage?" P18

"Without a civil marriage, you are not considered married in state institutions." P12

"Now, | mean, if there is no official marriage, you know, people would misunderstand from
the outside. Of course, it is a civil marriage. In order to be a thing against everyone." P14.

"When you have a child, you need an identity card. They ask when we go to the hospital." P1

"To issue birth certificates to children. To issue birth certificates. So that they have a
surname." P16

"You know, one day tomorrow, when | give birth, the child will be on top of me. | mean, so
that it does not fall on me. The official marriage is important so that it can be in my husband's
name." P4

"Because you live with him. You have children, so a civil marriage is a must. To protect our
rights." P6

Some of the participants stated that civil marriage is not important. The participants explained
this situation as follows:

"Heart. It is always the heart. The official marriage state is on the paper. Nevertheless, no
matter how much the heart is, even if we are separated, if the official marriage has a
barbarity, it passes to him. It does not pass to the heart." P13

"We do not need a civil marriage. Let there be love, let there be peace." P10
Family Types of Roma

In order to determine the family type of the participants, they were asked with whom they lived.
It was observed that more than half of the participants had extended family structure (Table 3).

Table 3 Participants' family type

Variables Participants
Extended family P71, P2, P4, P6, P8, P9, P10, P14, P15, P16, P17, P18
Nuclear family P3, P5, P7,P11,P12, P13

"l stayed in the same house for 15 years. | helped my son marry my daughter-in-law. We
stayed like that for 2 years, 3 years. 17-18 years. My mother-in-law gave me a place. There
was a house. | have been making a living for 27-28 years, thank God." P10

"Yes, we still live with our mother-in-law." P6
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"'had a very hard life. You know, because | suffered a lot from my mother-in-law, my mother-
in-law. | mean, it was very ordeal; | lived with my mother-in-law when we first got married."
P8

It was observed that the participants with a nuclear family structure generally lived alone in a
detached house. Some participants stated that they had difficulties in receiving social support
in their experiences of having a nuclear family, while others stated that they could receive
support even if they lived separately.

"We were separated from my mother-in-law and father-in-law. We lived alone. But there were
difficulties. We could not get support from them. We looked after the children on our own.
We both worked, and the district governorship supported us." P13

"God bless my in-laws. They helped me a lot. However, they are not here with me. They live
in Antalya, and we came here." P11

Social Support Systems of Roma People

Social support refers to the material and moral assistance that an individual receives from
his/her environment in difficult times in his/her own life. Actions such as giving advice,
exchanging information, receiving financial assistance, and helping with childcare are examples
of social support. The analysis of the social support systems of the Roma who participated in
the research shows that the root family, mother-in-law, father-in-law, spouse and other relatives
(aunt, sister, grandmother) come to the fore.

Social Support Systems

/U
LSOO O Q.

Parents in law  Spouse Other relatives

Figure 1 Social support systems

"Now, in the Roma community, until we get married, until we have children, the responsibility
lies with the elders. Our father and mother are obliged to look after us. When we can earn a
living, then they leave us alone." P1

"But look, Dad, Mum still supports me." P2

"My mother-in-law stayed with us for a while when we had a child. Of course, we were doing
some things to each other, but when | was sleepless at night, she would support me. It was
like that with my first child." P3

"Since | have never stayed with my mother-in-law, only my husband supported me." P12
“Still, my brother or something helped me.” P14

Some participants stated that they did not receive support from anyone. A participant whose
root family passed away and had 6 children stated that he did not receive support from anyone
as follows:

"' was on my own because my parents passed away early. | did not receive any support. |
raised 6 children on my own." P7

A participant whose child was ill and who stated that she could not get support from anyone
while going through very difficult times at that time expressed herself as follows:

"My husband was in over his head. His eyes were on the outside. | always took care of my
children. | never got any support from anyone. When my child was sick, we stayed in that
hospital alone. In an unfamiliar place, we have no one. There was a lady next to me, and she
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was pregnant; God bless her. She could not stand my crying and screaming. She helped me.
That woman took the prescription from my hand and collected money at the hospital. After
the medicine was taken, the doctors started treatment." P8

Roma People's Opinions on Having Children

In the study, it was observed that the participants were first-time mothers between the ages of
15-24 (Table 1). The participants were asked to share their general thoughts about whether
having a child had any difficulties and, if so, how they coped with it. It was observed that although
the participants had positive experiences about having children at an early age, they mostly had
negative thoughts and experiences.

"You cannot sleep at night, sleep is difficult, you know very little, you cannot take care of
yourself, you need something, there were those difficulties." P17

"You magnify the difficulties, you hold them, you take responsibility. Waking up at night,
diapering, eating are all difficulties." P6

Participants who had early marriages expressed the experience of having a child when they were
children as follows:

"You are a child, and he is a child too. | have a 25-year-old son who returned from the army
service. So you grow up with him, together with your children. Because you do not know how
to raise them. You are a child, too. They are children, too." P2

“| was a child; that is why | had a child. | was a child, but | was in that situation, so | knew
how to take care of a child."." P7

Some participants emphasized that having a child brings with it certain responsibilities,
especially financial concerns:

"There is much responsibility. For example, you are suffering from a financial situation. You
will not have many children unless you have a good life. For their future. You need to think
about them. I did not do it much anyway, and | did one boy and two girls." P16

"When they grow up, difficulties start. For example, to get a job. When you get sick, you take
care of it. You need to think about these things." P5

It was observed that the participants who married at an early age identified the positive thoughts
they had about having children with concepts such as happiness, joy of the house, beauty and
uniqueness.

"The son is not like anything else. Really, a son is different." P10

"No, there were no difficulties. | learned how to look after a child on my own. | did not have
any worries that | could not look after them. We already know how to look after children from
our siblings. We had a brother." P3

"Thank God | have three sons. | have a daughter. When something happens, my children
support me, so at least | have a door to open. | mean, they are my dear and everything." P8

General Considerations on Early Marriage
Age at Marriage in the Neighbourhood of Roma
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General age of marriage among
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Figure 2 The general age at marriage of people in the Roma community
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The participants were asked about the age of marriage and the type of marriage (eloping, loving,
arranged marriage) of their spouses, friends and relatives. Figure 2 was created in line with the
answers given by the participants. Accordingly, it is stated that early marriages are quite
common in the neighborhood of some participants, while it is not common in the neighborhood
of others. It is noteworthy that Roma, who marry late, continue their education. On the other
hand, it was observed that in families where early marriage is common, this situation is
considered a tradition and has become a culture. The reasons why Roma marry early or late are

determined by their preferences.

Participants who saw both under and over-18 marriages in their environment expressed this

situation as follows:

“Everything is in the hands of girls, boys and young people now. So there is no forced

marriage." P11

"'had a daughter who got married at the age of 19. She was engaged for a year. Then she
got married. My son got married at the age of 16-17." P13

"One of my relatives got married at 18, and one got married at 17. One of them got married

at the age of 22." P7

"Some marry late. Some marry young, according to what the bride and groom want. | mean,
parents cannot interfere anymore. Everyone marries whomever they want.” P6

The participants who stated that marriages above the age of 18 are common in their
neighborhood associated the late marriage of these people with education. The fact that the
person does not prefer to get married is another reason for late marriage.

“At the moment my brother is 23 years old, going to university, still unmarried. Not in our
neighborhood. Some marry early. Even those who marry late are no longer forced to marry

children. Everyone gets married early with their consent." P15

"We are like this with Roma, not like every Roma, you know, Roma have different things, they
have different people. We do not have early marriages. For example, my uncle's daughter,
my uncle's sons, our family has always married late. Our early or late marriages are both
related to education and because they do not want to. We came out early from a single family

at work." P3

Participants who stated that marriages under the age of 18 are common in their neighborhood
associated the reasons for early marriage with personal preference, tradition and coercion.

"At that time, they always got married young. However, now they have all wised up.”

P5

"They are just like us. They always got married early. When they were 16 or 17. My
mum got married at the age of 13." P4
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"Our relatives, neighbors and friends at that time were all getting married at the same
age of 15,16, 17." P2

Participants' Current Thoughts on Early Marriage

Participants were asked whether their marriages were early or not and how they evaluate their
past decisions today. It was understood that some of the participants saw their early marriage
decisions as positive. It is understood from their statements that the common feature of these
families is that they have good commmunication with their spouses and that they have a peaceful
family.

‘| have a comfortable life. | have established my own family, | can talk to my husband about
my problems, so | would get married at the same age again today.” P6

‘| have never said that | should have married later. If | were born again, | would marry at the
same age.” P17

‘| gave two sons and a daughter. Thank God for thousands of blessings. | would marry at
that age again.” P10

It was understood that the participants who evaluated the decision of early marriage regretted
this decision and would never accept such a thing with their current mindset.

"If | had been in the right frame of mind, of course, | would not have married at the same age.
I would have at least waited for my husband to finish his military service. It would have been
better if he had not done his military service. Because, of course, our ignorant father suffered
a lot from our ignorance at that time. | understand him now. Right now, we never approve of
early marriage. At least let him finish his military service and even turn 18-19 years old. Let
him. In that way, we want marriage now. That is what we want." P2

"I think | got married early. We did something impulsive at that moment, and | regretted it.
We were already young at this very moment. However, then we do not really understand that
we were already children. We do not understand our adolescence. We are what we say we
are. If my child wanted to get married at the age of 14-15, | would never accept it." P3

One participant stated that early marriage may result in divorce. The following statement drew
attention to the fact that early marriage may also lead to divorce at an early age and that girls
may be victimized in this process:

"There is underage marriage among Roma. | am against this. We are married off at a young
age. Then, there are quick separations. You see someone else. You fall in love with her. Then
| am sorry. Two husbands, three husbands. Because they got married early. They get
divorced, sorry. One child with her. One child from him. | mean, isn't it a pity and a sin for
these girls?" P18

Difficult living conditions and the effort spent in coping with these difficulties may cause wear
and tear on the individual. A Roma who married early expressed this situation as follows:

"| regret getting married early. Because you do not know people, you suddenly dive in, and
you learn whether they are good or bad. It is regret. | have no teeth left in my mouth from
labor, trouble and grief." P13

"Because | wanted to live my life, you know, traveling and roam around. The age at which |
got married was not normal. We were only children." P7

Discussion

Early marriage refers to the union of children at a time when they are not mentally and
emotionally ready. In this study, the reasons for marriage, the marriage process, the difficulties
encountered, the ways of coping with these difficulties and the general views on early marriage
of Roma, who married at an early age but are now adults, are analyzed in detail. The study is
expected to contribute to the understanding of the characteristics of the factors affecting early
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marriage in Roma culture. Although this study represents only a small proportion of Roma who
have early marriages, it is thought that the will contribute to the literature by providing important
information about the early marriage experience of Roma.

The study revealed that Roma women in early marriages marry between the ages of 13-17, give
birth for the first time between the ages of 15-24, the majority have a low level of education,
factors such as unrest in the family of origin, divorce or death are effective in early marriage,
they mostly live in extended families and have strong social support systems. Moreover, Roma
people, who start living together below the official age, try to legitimize their union through
religious marriage. However, it is encouraging to note that, unlike Roma, who live together
without a civil marriage, all participants have civil marriages, and almost all of them consider
civil marriage to be important.

When the average age at first marriage in Turkiye is analyzed by years, it is stated that an
increase is observed in both genders, and the average age at marriage in 2023 was 28.3 for men
and 25.7 for women (Turkish Statistical Institute, 2024). In the same report, the average age
difference between the sexes at first marriage was reported as 2.6 years. In our study, the mean
age at first marriage was 15.8 years for females between the ages of 13-17, while the mean age
at first marriage was 18.8 years for males between the ages of 15-25. The age difference
between the sexes is 3 years, and this ratio is close to the Turkish average. On the other hand,
especially women marry almost 10 years younger than the Turkish average.

Our study showed that the education level of female Roma is low. Studies on Roma culture show
that Roma people have low levels of education, and early marriages are common (Taylan, 2016,
p. 221; Yasar & Kayli, 2021, p. 25). Research shows that there is a positive correlation between
education and age at marriage, and as the level of education increases, the age at first marriage
also increases (Cosan, 2021; Eskiocak & Akbasak, 2017, p. 136). In line with individuals' desire
for personal development, career goals and academic studies, the education process may be
prolonged, or it may result in postponing the decision to marry. The low level of education of
Roma is considered to be an important factor that causes them to marry at an early age.

Parental attitudes, the way parents marry, and the community in which they live have been
shown to have a direct impact on children's family formation behavior (Kolk, 2014, p. 89). Our
study showed that Roma women who had early marriages had many Roma in their
neighborhood who had early marriages like them. People who marry early can be from within
the family or from outside the family. A Roma child living in a region where early marriage is
frequent and intensive may see this situation as normal, which may lead to the phenomenon of
early marriage becoming a tradition and culture among Roma.

In studies on early marriages, it has been reported that the risk of early marriage is higher in
families with intense family unrest and economic poverty, as well as in children from broken
families (Kavas, 2022, p. 2143). Our study revealed that unrest in the family of origin and family
breakdown due to various reasons paved the way for early marriage. In families with a traditional
patriarchal structure, men work in an income-generating job while women are engaged in
domestic chores. The need and desire of the individual to continue his/her life in the face of loss
of income due to reasons such as the departure or death of one of the parents (especially the
father) may lead to early marriage. In addition, problems between parents or between parents
and children cause a disturbance of peace within the family. Our findings underlined that
children marry at an early age as a way of escaping from family unrest.

Conclusions and Recommendations

This study emphasizes that educational level, family problems and cultural factors contribute
to early marriage among Roma women. In this context, in order to prevent early marriages, it is
necessary to raise awareness of all segments of society, especially in the regions where Roma
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are concentrated. Policies that encourage girls to continue their education should be adopted,
especially in areas where Roma live in large numbers. In this respect, the families of children
who do not complete compulsory education should be systematically traced. In economically
underdeveloped regions, it is important to increase school and dormitory facilities to support
girls' education. State-supported projects to improve family welfare developed by municipalities,
non-governmental organizations, universities, and volunteers with a multidisciplinary approach
should be implemented. Under the leadership of the Ministry of Family and Social Services, local
governments and health institutions should coordinate and plan training and counseling
programs for Roma on topics such as marriage school, family counseling, couple therapy,
sexual health and reproduction, and Roma should be encouraged to participate in these
programs. Additionally, research and publications on the subject should be supported by the
relevant departments of universities to develop the literature on the subject.
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Arastirma Makalesi Acik Erisim

Roman kadinlarinin erken evlilik olgusu uizerine deneyimleri:
Nitel bir calisma?

Omer Biiber?t®, Sarenur Beyenal®'®, ismail Akytiz*
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Toplum Bilimleri Fakiiltesi, Sosyal Hizmet Boliim, Sakarya, Tirkiye.

OZET

Cocuklarin bilissel ve psikososyal yonden hazir olmadigi bir yasta evlenmesi anlamina gelen erken evlilik kavrami
bircok olumsuz sonucu i¢inde barindirmaktadir. Romanlar Turkiye'de erken evliliklerin yaygin oldugu topluluklarin
arasinda yer almaktadir. Galismada erken evlenen Romanlarin erken evlilik nedenleri, evlilik stiregleri, evliliklerinin
getirdigi zorluklar, zorluklarla basa ¢ikma yontemleri ve erken evlilige dair genel gorusleri incelenmistir. Calisma
nitel arastirma deseninde ve derinlemesine goriisme teknidiyle ile yari yapilandiriimis soru formu kullanilarak
gerceklestirilmistir. Calisma grubunu olasiliksal olmayan orneklem ttirtinden amagli orneklem yontemiyle segilmis
18 yetiskin kadin Roman olusturmustur. Veriler icerik analizi yontemiyle analiz edilmistir. Katilimcilarin 13-17 yas
araliginda evlendigi, 15-24 yas araliginda ilk kez anne olduklari, yarisinin okuma yazma bilmedigi tespit edilmistir.
Egitim erken evliligi onleyen 6nemli bir faktordur. Erken evliligine neden olan en énemli iki risk faktort kok ailede
yasanan huzursuzluk ve dusuk egitim seviyesidir. Galisma erken evliligin dnlenmesinde egitimin dnemli bir yere
sahip oldugunun altini ¢cizmistir. Bulgular, Romanlarda erken yasta yapilan evliliklerin dnlenmesi igin gelismis
farkindalik ve miidahale stratejilerine duyulan ihtiyaci vurgulamaktadir.

ANAHTAR KELIMELER

Roman, Kadin, Erken evlilik, Cinsel istismar.
Giris

Erken evlilik, dinya genelinde ve Turkiye'de c¢esitli sosyal, ekonomik ve kulttrel dinamiklerin
etkisiyle gorulebilen bir olgudur. Roman kadinlarinin erken evlilik deneyimlerinin incelendigi bu
calisma, erken evlilik olgusunu anlamak acisindan 6nemli oldugu disunulmektedir. Arastirmanin
temel amaci, erken evlilik olgusunun Roman toplumunda nasil bir rol oynadigini, bu evliliklerin
kadinlar Uzerinde vyarattigl etkileri ve toplumsal baglamdaki nedenlerini derinlemesine
incelemektir. Bu baglamda, ¢alismada Roman kadinlarinin sosyo-demografik ozellikleri, evlilik
surecleri ve bu sureglerin getirdigi zorluklar, basa ¢ikma stratejileri ve erken evlilige dair genel
gorusleri ele alinmaktadir.

Uluslararasi ve ulusal metinlerde 18 yasin altinda yapilan evlilikler erken evlilik olarak
degerlendiriimektedir (Koseli ve Celik, 2020, s.18; Turk Medeni Kanunu, 20071). Erken evlilik tim
dunyada gorulen kuresel ¢apta bir sorundur ve birgok kaynak erken yasta yapilan evliliklerin bir
insan haklari ihlali oldugunu vurgulamaktadir (Burcu vd., 2015, s. 65; Davis vd., 2013, s. 16). 2018
verilerine gore, dunya genelinde 650 milyon kadinin erken yasta evlilik yaptigi ve her yil yaklasik
12 milyon kadinin gocukken evlendirildigi belirtiimektedir (UNICEF, 2018). Turkiye'de ise ilk
evliliklerin - %151 18 vyasindan 0nce gerceklesmektedir ve cinsiyete gore bu oran
degerlendirildiginde kadinlarda %24,2, erkeklerde ise %4,4'tur (Turkiye Istatistik Kurumu, 2022).

2Bu calisma, Sakarya Universitesi Tip Fakiiltesi girisimsel olmayan etik kurulun izniyle gerceklestirilmistir (K. tarihi/sayisr:
30.01.2024/08).
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Kusaklarin pratiklerini ve ritdellerini sorgulamadan kabul eden, surekliligi bulunan geleneksel
kdlttrlerde erken evlilik olgusu bir sorun olarak degerlendirilmemektedir (Aydemir, 2011). Erken
evliliklerin oldukga yaygin oldugu kultdrlerin arasinda Romanlarin bulundugu bildirilmistir
(Eskiocak ve Akbasak, 2017, s. 136).

Romanlar, diinyada zigeuner, bohemian, tigane, cigany; Turkiye'de ise gingene (gypsy), cingane,
kopti, zingari, posa, elek¢i, mongo, Roman gibi farkli isimlerle anilmaktadirlar. Tim bu farkli
isimlendirmelere karsin Romanlarin gelenek, gorenek, orf ve adetlerine bagh olduklari ve
endogami evlilikler (grup ici evlilik) sayesinde bunlari nesilden nesile aktardiklari belirtilmistir
(Ugum, 2008, s. 59). Diistk egitim seviyesi, diizensiz istihdam, distk Ucretli ve duslk statillu
islerde calisma, olumsuz saglik kosullari, sagliksiz ve yetersiz beslenme gibi olumsuzluklar
Romanlari toplumda dezavantajli konuma getirmektedir. Taylan g¢alismasinda Romanlary,
okuryazarlik orani dustk, cogunlukla ilkokul mezunlarindan olusan, genellikle ¢ekirdek aileye
sahip, cocuk sayisi fazla olan ve bu sebeple hane basina dlsen kisi sayisi Turkiye ortalamasinin
tzerinde olan bir kesim olarak tanimlamaktadir (Taylan, 2016, s. 221).

Turkiye'de Romanlarin yasadiklari baslica sosyal sorunlar; dislanma ve ayrimcilik, givencesiz ve
kayit digi istihdam, issizlik, cocuk isciligi, dusuk egitim duzeyi, ¢carpik kentlesme, gettolasma,
konut sorunu, sagliksiz yasam kosullari, yuksek su¢ orani, yasakli madde kullanimi ve erken
evlilik seklindedir (Ataman Polat, 2015; Geng vd., 2015; Kuzucu, 2020; Taylan, 2016; Yasar ve
Kayli, 2021).

Erken evliliklerin nedeni tek bir sebebe indirgenememekte, egitimsizlik, yoksulluk, dini ve kilttrel
degerler, toplumsal cinsiyet esitsizligi gibi nedenler baslica etmenler olarak sayilmaktadir
(Mahdaviazad vd., 2019, s. 171; Zeren ve Gursoy, 2020, s. 126). Erken yasta yapilan evlilikler her
iki cinsiyet i¢in de sorun teskil etse de bu surecten kizlarin daha gok etkilenecegi bildirilmektedir
(Burcu vd., 2015, s. 67). Erken yasta yapilan evliliklerde ev, aile ve ¢gocuk bakim sorumlulugu
genellikle kizlara yuklemektedir ve bu durum toplumsal cinsiyet esitsizligine neden olmaktadir.
Dahasi bu durum egitim ve istihdamda kadinlarin var olmasini engellerken, yoksullugun
kadinlagsmasi, ihmal, istismar gibi endise verici sonuglara neden olabilmektedir. Bu dogrultuda
kadin Romanlarda erken yasta yapilan evliliklerin nedeninin arastiriimasi ¢alismanin temel
problemidir. Arastirmanin igerisinde su sorulara yanit aranmistir:

Erken yasta evlilik yapmis olan Romanlarin sosyodemografik 6zellikleri nelerdir?
Romanlari erken evlilige yonelten faktorler nelerdir?

Erken yasta evlilik yapmis olan Romanlarin yasadigi gugltkler nelerdir?

Erken vyasta evlilik yapmis olan Romanlar, karsilastiklari zorluklarla nasil basa
clkmaktadirlar?

Calismada erken yasta evlilik yapmis ancak su anda vyetiskin olan kadin Romanlarin
sosyodemografik ozellikleri, birlikte yasamaya nasil karar verdikleri, dini veya resmi nikahlarinin
bulunup bulunmadigi, resmi nikaha dair gorusleri, yasadiklari gicltkler ve bu gucliklerle basa
clkma yontemleri, erken evlilige dair genel disunceleri Uzerine derinlemesine gorisme
saglanmustir.

Yontem

Arastirmanin Deseni

GCalisma, gocuk cinsel istismarin bir boyutu olan erken evlilik olgusunda Roman kadinlarinin
bakis acilarini ortaya koymayr amagclamistir. Bu amag dogrultusunda insana iligkin problemlerin
ve olaylarin kendi ekolojik ortaminda derinlemesine inceleme imkani sunan; gorisme, gozlem
ve belge analizi gibi cesitli veri toplama yontemleri kullanilarak problemin analiz eden nitel
arastirma deseninde tasarlanmistir (Baltaci, 2019). Arastirma Sakarya Universitesi Tip Fakiiltesi
girisimsel olmayan etik kurulun izniyle gergeklestirilmistir (K. tarihi/sayisi: 30.01.2024/08).
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Calisma Grubu

Calisma grubu, olasiliksal olmayan orneklem turinden amagh orneklem yontemiyle
belirlenmistir. Arastirmacinin, arastirmanin amacina uygun, derinlemesine bilgi alabilecedi
orneklemi secebilmesinden dolayr amagh orneklem yontemi kullanilmistir. Hastaneye tibbi
tedavi igin basvuran 18 yas Ustu olan, arastirmaya katilmaya gontlld olan ve kendisini Roman
olarak tanimlayan bireyler arastirmanin orneklemini olusturmustur. Belirtilen yontem ve kriterler
baz alinarak 18 kadin Romanla yuz yuze derinlemesine gorusme yapilmistir.

Veri Toplama Araglari ve Siireci

Gorlsme sorular hazirlanmadan once ilgili literatlr (Taylan, 2016; Yasar ve Kayli, 2021)
incelenmistir. Literatur taramasi sonucu arastirmaci tarafindan olusturulan katiimeilarin konu
hakkindaki goruslerini ortaya koymalarini saglayacak ana sorular ve konunun derinlemesine
anlasilmasini  sa@layacak olan sonda sorularyla yari yapilandinlmis gorisme formu
olusturulmustur.

Pilot calisma olarak 3 katiimci ile gorusdlmdstidr. Gorisme formunun islevselligi
degerlendirilmis ve formun mevcut haliyle kullaniimasina karar verilmistir. Katilimcilarla baglanti
kurulduktan sonra calisma hakkinda detayl bilgi (neden yapildidi, istedigi anda gorismenin
sonlandirilabilecegi, kimlik bilgilerinin ifsa edilemeyecedi, bilimsel amagla analiz edilecedi vb.)
verilmistir ve bilgilendirilmis onamlari alinmistir. Gorusmeler hastane imkanlari dahilinde sessiz,
sakin ve rahat bir ortamda yapilmaya c¢alisiimistir. Katilimeilarin bilgileri ve rizalar dahilinde
gordsmeler ses kaydi alinmis ve hemen akabinde desifreleri yapiimistir. Goriismeler ortalama
30-40 dk surmdustur. Veri toplama surecine etik kurul onay alindiktan sonra baslanmistir ve
Subat 2024- Mart 2024 tarihler arasinda veriler toplanmistir.

Veri Analizi

Elde edilen veriler nitel arastirmalarda kullanilan MAXQDA V.12 programinda analiz edilmistir.
Veriler tematik alanlara gére gruplandirilarak icerik analizi yontemiyle analiz edilmistir. icerik
analizi; bir konu hakkindaki temalari, kavramlari, yargilari ve gercekleri ortaya gikarmak amaciyla
bir veri grubunun detayli, sistemli, dikkatli ve derinlemesine incelenip dizenlenmesi olarak
tanimlanmaktadir (Ultay vd., 2021). Bu sayede arastirilan konu hakkinda genel egilimler
belirlenebilmektedir.

Gorusmelerden elde edilen veriler desifre edilip metne donusturilmustur. Elde edilen metinler
arastirmacilar tarafindan defalarca okunarak cesitli temalar altinda defalarca gruplandiriimistir.
Son asamada “evlilik oncesi deneyimler”, “evlilik sirasindaki deneyimler” ve “erken evlilige dair
genel degerlendirmeler” baslikli 3 ana tema ve bu temalara bagl alt temalar elde edilmistir.
Transkripsiyon isleminden elde edilen ifadelerden dogrudan alintilanmalar yapiimistir. Boylece
calismanin guvenilirliginin artinimasi amagclanmistir. Kimlik bilgilerinin korunmasi ve analiz
sUrecini kolaylastinimasi amaciyla katiimcilar “K1, K2, K3" seklinde kodlanmistir.

Sinirlihiklar

Katiimcilarin eslerinin yaslari incelendiginde erkeklerin de erken yasta evlilik yaptiklar
gorulmektedir. Dolayislyla erken evlilik olgusu yalnizca kadinlarin degil, ayni zamanda erkeklerin
de sorunudur. Ancak galisma grubunun belirlendigi yerde kadin yogunlugunun fazla olmasi
erkeklerin dahil edilmesini guglestirmistir. Bu sebeple ¢alisma Sakarya'da ikamet eden, 18
yetiskin kadin Roman katilimct ile sinirlidir.

Bulgular

Tablo 1 Calisma grubunun demografik 6zellikleri

Kod Katilimci yas Egitim durumu Esinin yasi Katilimcinin evlendigi yas
K1 39 ilkokul 37 17
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K2 38 ilkokul 36 14
K3 22 Ortaokul 31 16
K4 18 Ortaokul 21 16
K5 40 Yok 41 15
K6 28 Yok 30 16
K7 37 Yok 41 16
K8 45 ilkokul 55 13
K9 39 Ortaokul 40 17
K10 45 Yok 47 17
K11 27 ilkokul 31 17
K12 20 Yok 24 17
K13 45 Yok 46 17
K14 59 ilkokul 62 16
K15 18 Yok 21 17
K16 47 Yok 47 16
K17 40 Yok 40 15
K18 50 ilkokul 47 13

Galisma grubunu 18 kadin katilimei olusturmaktadir. Katimcilar 18-59 yas araligindadir. EGitim
durumu incelendiginde; 9 katiimcinin okuma yazma bilmedigi, 6'sinin ilkokul mezunu oldugu ve
3'Unun ortaokul mezunu oldugu anlasiimaktadir. Katiimcilarin 13-17 yas araliginda esleriyle
birlikte yasamaya basladiklar tespit edilmistir. Katiimcilarin esleriyle arasindaki yas farkinin
genellikle birbirine yakin oldugu anlagiimaktadir. Buna karsin 2 katiimcinin (K3-K8) esi ile
arasindaki yas farkinin 9 yas uzeri oldugu gortlmustur. Calismanin yapildigi zamanda diliminde
katihmcilarin tamaminin esleriyle resmi evliliginin bulundugu tespit edilmistir.

Tablo 1 Calisma grubunun demografik 6zellikleri (Devami)

Kod Evlilik sayisi Ilk cocuk sahibi oldugu yas Cocuk sayisi Ekonomik durum Ev durumu
K1 1 20 5 Orta Ev sahibi
K2 1 15 3 Iyi Ev sahibi
K3 1 19 2 Orta Kiraci

K4 1 - 0 DusUk Kiraci

K5 1 16 2 Orta Ev sahibi
K6 1 17 3 Orta Ev sahibi
K7 2 18 6 Orta Ev sahibi
K8 1 16 4 DusUk Kiraci

K9 1 24 4 Dusuk Ev sahibi
K10 1 19 3 lyi Ev sahibi
K11 1 19 3 Orta Kiraci

K12 1 18 2 Dusuk Ev sahibi
K13 2 16 7 Dusuk Ev sahibi
K14 1 18 5 Disuk Ev sahibi
K15 1 - 0 Orta Ev sahibi
K16 1 19 3 Dusuk Ev sahibi
K17 1 16 3 lyi Ev sahibi
K18 1 15 3 lyi Ev sahibi

Katilimeilarin ¢ogunlugunun tek evlilik yaptidl, yalnizca 2'sinin ikinci kez evlendigi gorulmustar.
ik gocuk sahibi olduklari yaslar incelendiginde ise yaslarinin 15 ile 24 arasinda degistigi
anlasiimistir.  Katiimcilarin yarisinin ilk kez ¢ocuk sahibi oldugunda 18 yasini doldurdugu
gorulmis iken diger yansinin 18 yasin altinda oldugu anlasilmistir. iki katilimcinin hentiz gocuk
sahibi olmadigi belirlenmistir. Cocuk sahibi olan katilimcilarin ¢ocuk sayilari incelendiginde en
az 1, en gok 7 cocuk sahibi olduklar tespit edilmistir. Algiladiklar ekonomik durumlari
incelendiginde katiimcilarin; 7'sinin dusuk, 7'sinin orta ve 4'Gndn iyi oldugu gorulmustar.
Katilimeilarin gogunlugunun ev sahibi olduklari anlasiimistir.

Evlilik Oncesi Deneyimler
Tanigma Deneyimleri

Katiimcilarin tanisma deneyimleri; sosyal medya, ayni mahalleden tanisan ve arkadas/akraba
aracihigiyla olmak tzere 3 baslik altinda siniflandinimistir.
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Tablo 2 Calisma grubunun tanisma bigimleri

Degisken Katilimci

Ayni mahalleden tanisan K1, K5, K10, K16, K17, K18

Sosyal medya K4, K11, K15,

Arkadas/akraba araciliglyla K2, K3, K6, K7, K8, K9, K12, K13, K14

Romanlarin kendi kultUrleri icerisinde yasadiklar mahallede gordukleri, birlikte oynadiklari veya
okula gittikleri diger Romanlarla tanistiklari anlasiimistir. Bu durumu katilimcilar soyle ifade
etmistir:

“Bir mahalledeydik. Biz akraba degiliz. Gorustuk, tanistik. Bize kimse aracl kimse olmadi.
Zaten sokaklarda ¢izgi (oyun) oynarken tanistik.” K5

‘Okula giderken gorustuk. Simdi zaten bizim kendi mahallemizin i¢inde orada tanismisim.
Mahallemizin i¢cindendi.” K1

Insanlar evlilik, bosanma, is arama, dogum veya olim gibi bazi dénim noktalarinda arkadas ve
akrabalarin deneyim ve goruslerine ihtiyac duyabilir. Romanlarin tanisma deneyimleri arasinda
da arkadaslarinin ve akrabalarinin etkisinin oldukca fazla oldugu gorulmustur. Katimcilar bu
deneyimlerini soyle ifade etmektedir:

“Zaten akrabaydik. Tabii hi¢ dyle aklimizda bir sey yoktu akrabaydik. Sonra bizi birbirimize
yakistirdilar ve aramizi yaptilar” K3

“Kiz kardesi gormus bedenmis, esime sdylemis, sonra benimle konustular. Yani gorimcem
bize araci oldu.” K14

Evlenme Kriterleri

Evlilik birlikteliginde ekonomik gelir, sosyal statl, meslek, egitim durumu gibi faktorlerin yani sira
guven, sevgi, hosgort, guzel ahlak gibi faktorler de etkilidir. Katilimeilara “esinizde aradiginiz bir
kriter var miydi?” seklinde bir soru yoneltilmistir. Romanlari evlilige goturen suregte askerligin
yapilmis olmasi, dizenli gelirin olmasi; sevgi, saygl, hosgord, anlayis ve durist olmasi gibi 3 ana
faktor on plana ¢ikmistir.

“Sevmek yeterli olmuyor, gelirli de olmasi lazim. Bizde ikisi de vardi.” K6
“Sevgi olmasi lazim ama bir de gelirinin olmasi lazim.” K7

“Mesela anlayis olacak, saygl olacak, durtstluk olacak. Mesela sen ona hayatini veriyorsun.”
K16

“Yani bence sevgi olacak, ondan sonra sevgi saygi olacak. Evi barki olsun, bir isi olsun, geliri
olsun.” K5

Bazi katilimlarinin ise ekonomik olarak herhangi bir beklentide igine girmedigi; kader, kismet,
nasip gibi ifadelerle evlilik streclerini tanimladiklari gordlmastar.

“Zaten 16 yasindasin, kucuksun. Kizim bana bak, benim ne zenginlikle ilgim oldu ne
fakirligine. Hichir seyi ben aramadim. Allah ne kismet ettiyse 0.” K14

“Su anda askerligini yapsin, sigortali isi olsun, evi olsun onlari distnuyorlar genellikle. Ama
eskiden yani o hig insanin aklina gelmiyordu ki.” K2

isteme, Nisan, Diigiin, Dini ve Resmi Nikah Durumu

Turk Medeni Kanun'unun 124. Maddesinde “Erkek veya kadin on yedi yasini doldurmadikga
evlenemez.” hiikmu yer almaktadir (Turk medeni kanunu, 2001). Ayni maddenin devaminda bazi
0zel hallerde ebeveynlerin veya vasinin rizasiyla ve hakimin takdiriyle 16 yasinda evlenilebilecegi
belirtiimektedir. Bu baglamda erken evlilik deneyimine sahip katilimcilara “kiz isteme, nisan, dini
nikah, dugun ve resmi nikah yapip yapmadiklar” sorulmustur. Katilimcilarin neredeyse tamami
isteme, nisan, dini nikahi hemen yaptiklari; resmi nikah igin ise yasal sinir olan 17-18 yasini
bekledikleri tespit edilmistir. Ote yandan bazi katilimeilarin digin yapmadig tespit edilmistir.


https://www.zotero.org/google-docs/?rSu462
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“Isteme oldu, nisan oldu, dini nikahi oldu. Resmi nikah yasimizi bekledik.” K1
“Dugln yaptik. Dini nikahimiz da var.” K16
“Isteme oldu, Resmi nikah yasim tuttuktan sonra oldu” K2

“Bizim bir bes ay boslugumuz oldu iste. O arada birlikte yasadik. Bes ay iginde isteme, nisan,
ddgun hepsioldu.” K3

“Beni kagirdilar, diginim olmadi yani, gelinlik bile bile giymedim” K8
Ailelerin Erken Evlenme isteklerine Tepkileri

Katiimcilara ailelerinin erken evlenme isteklerine nasil tepki gosterdikleri soruldugunda
bazilarinin bu istedi olumlu degerlendirdigi, bazilarinin ise karsi ¢iktigi gordlmdstdr. Erken
evlenmelerine karsi c¢ikan ailelerde kagarak evlenme daha sik goridlmektedir. Ailelerin erken
evlilige “yasin klguk olmasi, yasal olarak yaptinrminin olmasi, karsi tarafin akraba olmasi” gibi
nedenlerden dolayi karsi ¢iktiklarr gordlmastur.

“‘Hem yasi buytk diye istemediler. Hem de kendi akrabalarini evlendirmek istemediler.
Disaridan olsun istediler.” K3

“iceride de benim torunum var 16 yasinda. Ben buna karsiyim ama gittiler kactilar. Cezasini
da ¢ekiyor simdi.” K18

Erken yasta evlilik yapan 3 ¢ocuk sahibi bir anne kizinin da erken evlilik yapmasindan dolayi
ugradigr hayal kirkligini su sekilde ifade etmistir:

“Bir bu gektirdi bana kagti da. Bu kaginca diinya basima gitti. Ug kere aldim onu. Ug kere o
kapidan aldim. Ug kere kacti kendi ama adamlar kagirmadi. Kendi gitti. Bu tuttu kolundan
oglani kagirdi. Vallahi.” K10

Ailesi erken evlenmeye olumlu bakan bazi katiimcilar durumu su sekilde ifade etmiglerdir:

“Keske yapmasaydim. Gortcu usullydu. Ailelerimizin rizasi vardi. E yani onlar ailem sey yapti
ama bunu kendim yani isteyerek evlendim.” K11

“Zaten sokaklarda ¢izgi oynarken tanistik. Bizim ailelerimiz onay verdi.” K5
Baslik parasi

Katilimcilara evlilik oncesinde aileler tarafindan baslik parasi alinip alinmadidi sorulmustur. Buna
gore katilimeilarin yarisinin ailesinin baslik parasi aldigl, yarisinin ise almadigi tespit edilmistir.
Katilimeilar bu durumu soyle ifade etmislerdir:

“Var. O zaman igin. Var. Ufak bir baslik parasi var. Kizin annesine veriliyordu. Annesi de ona
tekrar iade ediyordu. Cok eski, o seyde simdi yok.” K1

“Baslik parasi aldilar. O zaman onun parasi iste 500 TL falan paraydi. Para aldilar yani” K7.

“Biz baslik parasi almadik. Genelde var aliniyor, ama bizim halimiz vaktimiz yerinde diye bir
evin bir kizi da diye biz istemedik.” K10

Evlenme Sekline iligkin Bilgiler

Katiimcilarin evlenme sekilleri incelendiginde; bir kisminin ebeveynin rizasiyla evlendigi,
ebeveynin rizasinin olmadigi durumlarda ise katiimcilarin kagarak evlendikleri gordlmustar.
Erken evlilige riza gosteren bir ebeveyne sahip olan katilimcilardan bir tanesi bu durumu soyle
ifade etmiglerdir:

“Babam durumu o6grenince beni karsisina aldi konustu. Bana dedi ki kagar misin vermezsem?
dedi. Ben de evet baba kacarim dedim. O zaman dedi seviyorsan yapacak bir sey yok dedi
ve evlenmeme riza gosterdi.” K3

“Babam razi olmadi. Biz de kagtik.” K14
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Erken Evlili§in Nedenlerine Dair Gorigler

Katilimcilara erken evlilik yapmalarinin gerekgeleri soruldugunda kok ailede yasanan
huzursuzluk, cehalet, sevgi, ebeveynlerin bosanmasi/olimu gibi faktorlerin on plana giktigi
gortlmustur. Evliligi babalarinin fiziksel siddetinden kurtulus yolu olarak goren katilimcilar
kendisini su sekilde ifade etmistir:

“Babam bizi dovdu. Sopadan kactik. Evlilik nedir diye bilmiyorum. Hani evden kagtik mi biz
daha dayak yemeyiz diye distndum.” K14

“Kabul etmek zorunda kaldilar beni, babamin babasi vardi, o beni koruyordu ama yine de gok
siddet gortiyordum yani, o ytizden yani evlendim, geri donemedim.” K8

“Ailem birazcik baski yaptidi igin erkenden evlendik. Ya aslinda gorusuyorduk biz her zaman
da. O glin gortstirmediler. Tabii bizim de kafamizi atti ikimizin de. Kagtik.” K3

Katiimcilardan bazilari erken evlenmelerinin gerekgesini cahillik olarak nitelendirirken bazilarr ise
esini sevdigi igin erkenden birlikte yasamaya basladiklarini belirtmislerdir.

“Benim esimden bekledigim bir kriter yoktu. Cahildim. Kactik iste.” K15

“Ben kesinlikle erken evlendigimi dusunuyorum, ama bunu o yaslarda anlayamiyorsunuz.
Cahillik etmisim. Bugun olsa asla o yasta evlenmezdim.” K3

“Ben esimi gok seviyorum. Hic erken evlendim demedim. Yine dinyaya gelsem yine ayni
yasta evlenirim. Ben gok memnunum.” K17

Aileler, ebeveynlerin bosanmasi, eslerden birinin evi terk etmesi veya olumu gibi nedenlerle
parcalanabilirler. Parcalanmis aile cocugu olmak Romanlari erken evlilige gotiren surecte bir
faktor olarak belirlenmistir. Ozellikle babanin olmadigi pargalanmis ailelerde ekonomik yoksulluk
olustugu ve bu durumda da erken evlenmenin bu yoksulluktan bir ¢ikis yolu olarak goruldigu
anlasiimaktadir.

"Babam vefat ettiydi. Annem o zaman fakir idi. Alti gocuk vardi. Mecbur evlendim.” K10

“Konusmalar falan ilerleyince, daha yakin olmaya baslayinca bana. Bir de yani annem babam
ayri olunca. Evlenmeye karar verdik.” K4

“Ben o zamanlar evlilik nedir biliyordum kizim. Benim ana babamin durumu iyiydi. Ben niye
evleneyim? Demi. Sonra ben okumus ¢ocuktum. Daha okurdum da annem oldu. Annem
oldukten sonra devam etmedim ben. Anne yok. Dort tane kiz kardesim var. Ablamin gocuklari
da vardi. Onlar da benden gocuktuk. Sonra boyle evdeki yorgunluk fazla geldi. Dayanamadim
kactim.” K14

Evlilik Sirasindaki Deneyimler
Resmi Nikaha Dair Gorugler

Katilimcilara resmi nikahin énemli olup olmadigi soruldugunda katilimcilarin buyuk bir kismi
resmi nikahin 6nemli oldugunu belirtmiglerdir. Resmi nikahi onemli bulan katilimcilara 6nemli
olmasinin sebebini daha detayl aciklamalari istenmistir. Bu dogrultuda bosanma durumundaki
haklar, toplum baskisi ve gcocuk dogdugunda resmi islemlerin yapilabilmesi icin resmi nikahin
onemli oldugu belirtilmistir.

“Kendini saglama almak igin onemli. Yani colugun ¢cocugun igin.” K7

“Yarin bir giin kavga olur, dovis olur. Basindan sagmasinlar yalniz. icabinda evim var, kdyim
var, yarin maas baglanir, resmi nikah olmadi mi nasil olacak.” K18

“Resmi nikah olmadan devlet kurumlarinda evli sayilmis olmuyorsun.” K12

“Simdi yani resmi nikah bir sey olmamis olsa hani disaridan hani millet yanlis anlar. Resmi
nikah tabii ki bu. Elaleme karsi hani sey olsun diye.” K14.

“Cocugun oldugu zaman ona kimlik lazim. Hastaneye gittik zaman soruyorlar.” K1
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“Coluk cocuga nufus kagidi cilkarmak. Nifus kagidi cikarmak icin. Soyadlari olsun diye.” K16

“Hani yarin bir gin dogum yaptigim zaman ¢ocuk kendi tstime gikacak. Yani benim Ustime
¢ikmasin diye. Esimin Ustline ¢iksin diye resmi nikah onemli.” K4

“Cunkd onunla yasiyorsun. Coluk cocugun oluyor, resmi nikah sart yani. Kendi hakkimizi
korumak igin.” K6

Katilimcilardan bazilari resmi nikahin onemli olmadigini ifade etmistir. Katilimcilar bu durumu su
sekilde aktarmistir:

“Gondl. Her zaman igin gonul yani. Resmi nikah devleti kagidinin Uzerinde. Ama gondl ne
kadar sey olsa bile ayriimis olsak bile resmi nikah bir barbarligi olursa ona geciyor. Gonule
gegmiyor ki." K13

“Bize resmi nikah olmasa da olur. Sevgi olsun, huzur olsun.” K10
Romanlarin Aile Tipleri

Katiimcilarin - sahip oldugu aile tipini belirlemek icin kiminle yasadiklar sorulmustur.
Katiimcilarin yarisindan fazlasinin genis aile yapisina sahip oldugu gorilmsttr (Tablo 3).

Tablo 3 Calisma grubunun aile tipi

Degisken Katilimci
Genis K1, K2, K4, K6, K8, K9, K10, K14, K15, K16, K17 K18
Cekirdek K3, K5, K7, K11, K12, K13

“15 sene ayni evde kaldim. Kayinimi evlendirdim. 2 sene, 3 sene de Oyle kaldik. 17-18 sene.
Kaynanam bana yer verdi, ev vardi. Yani gegindim 27-28 seneden beri sukur Allah'a
geciniyoruz.” K10

“Evet zaten hala kayinvalideyle yasiyoruz.” K6

“Cok cileli bi hayatim vardi. Hani kayinvalidem kaynatam, kayinvalidemden gok ¢ektigim igin.
Yani gok cileli gecti, ilk evlendigimiz bi kayinvalideyle beraber yasadim.” K8

Cekirdek aile yapisina sahip olan katilimcilarin genellikle muUstakil evde tek yasadiklari
gorulmustdr. Bazi katihmcilar ¢ekirdek aileye sahip olma deneyimlerinde sosyal destek alma
noktasinda zorlandiklarini bazilari ise ayri yasasalar da destek alabildiklerini belirtmislerdir.

“Biz kayinvalide ve kaynatamdan ayriydik, tek yasiyorduk. Ama zorluklari oldu. Destek
alamadik onlardan. Tek basimiza gocuklara baktik. Hem c¢alistik. Biraz kaymakamlik destek
oldu.” K13

“Kaynanamlardan da Allah razi olsun. Cok yardimci oldular. Ama onlar burada yanimda
degiller. Antalya'da yasiyorlar, biz buraya geldik.” K11

Romanlarin Sosyal Destek Sistemleri

Sosyal destek, bireyin kendi hayatina iliskin zor zamanlarinda ¢evresinden aldigi maddi ve
manevi yardimlari ifade eder. Tavsiye vermek, bilgi alisverisinde bulunmak, maddi yardim almak,
gocuk bakiminda yardimci olmak gibi eylemler sosyal destede ornek gosterilebilir. Arastirmaya
katilan Romanlarin sosyal destek sistemlerine dair yapilan incelemede; kok aile, kayinvalide-
kayinpeder, es ve diger akrabalarin (yenge, kardes, anneanne) on plana giktigr gorilmustar.

i

Sosyal Destek Sistemleri

/
. O/ cj \‘o\:w

Kayinvalide-kayinpeder Diger akrabalar




ODUSOBIAD 420

Sekil 1 Sosyal destek sistemleri

“‘Simdi Romanlarda soyle, evlenene kadar, coluk ¢ocuk sahibi olana kadar sorumluluk
blyuklerde. Babamiz annemiz bize bakmakta ytkimltdur. Ne zaman elimiz ekmek tutarsa,
o zaman kendi haline birakirlar.” K1

"Yine de bak babam, annem hala destekliyor beni.” K2

“Kayinvalidem bir stire yanimizda kaldi cocuk olunca. Tabi hani bazi seylerde birbirimizi sey
yapiyorduk ama gece uykusuz yasayinca bana destek olurdu, ilk cocugumda oyle oldu.” K3

“Ben hig kayinvalidemle kalmadigim igin bana sadece esim destekgi oldu.” K12
“Gene de benim kardesim falan bana yardim etti.” K14

Bazi katilimcilar kimseden destek almadigini ifade etmislerdir. Kok ailesi vefat eden ve 6 ¢ocuk
sahibi bir katiimci kimseden destek almadigini su sekilde belirtmistir:

“Tek basimaydim. Cunku annemle babam erken vefat etti. Bir destek goremedim.
Tek basima 6 ¢cocuk buyuttim.” K7

Cocugu hasta olan ve o donemde oldukga zor zamanlardan gecerken kimseden destek
alamadigini ifade eden bir katilimci ise kendisini su sekilde ifade etmigtir:

“Esimin akli bir karis havaydi. Gozu disaridaydi. Ben ilgilendim hep gocuklarimla. Hicbir
zaman kimseden destek alamadim. Cocugum hastayken o hastanede tek basimiza yattik.
Tanimadigimiz yerde, kimsemiz yok. Boyle bi yanimda bi bayan vardi hamileydi o, Allah razi
olsun ondan. Aglamalarima ¢iglhk atmalarima dayanamadi, bana yardim etti. O kadin benim
elimdeki receteyi aldi, hastanede para topladi. ilag alindiktan sonra doktorlar tedaviye
basladi.” K8

Romanlarin Gocuk Sahibi Olmak ile ilgili Diigiinceleri

Calismada, katiimcilarin 15-24 yas araliginda ilk kez anne olduklari gorilmustir (Tablo 1).
Katilimeilara gocuk sahibi olmanin herhangi bir zorlugunun olup olmadigi, zorlugu varsa bununla
naslil basa ciktiklar konularinda genel distncelerini aktarmalari istenmistir. Katilimcilarin erken
yasta cocuk sahibi olmayla alakali olumlu tecrtibelere sahip olan olsalar da cogunlukla olumsuz
dusuncelere ve tecrubelere sahip olduklar gordlmustdr.

“Gece uyuyamazsin, uyku zor, cahilsin, bakamiyorsun, bir ihtiyacini, o zorluklari vardi.” K17

“Zorluklar buyutuyorsun, tutuyorsun, sorumluluk aliyorsun. Gece uyanmasi, bezlenmesi,
yemegi hepsi zorluk.” K6

Erken yasta evlilik yapan katilimcilar kendileri ¢ocuk yasta iken bir ¢ocuga sahip olmanin
deneyimini soyle ifade etmigslerdir:

“Ya sen de ¢ocuksun o da ¢ocuk zaten. Benim 25 yasinda askerden gelmis erkek evladim
var. Yani onunla buyutyorsun iste cocuklarinla beraber. Onlari yetistirmek bilmiyorsun ¢unkd.
Sen de ¢ocuksun. Onlar da ¢cocuk.” K2

“Daha yasin kiguk, daha buylmemistim. Ben gocuktum, o ytzden gocugum oldu. Ben
gocuktum ama gocuk icindeydim. Yani gocuga bakmayi biliyordum.” K7

Bazi katiimcilar gocuk sahibi olmanin beraberinde birtakim sorumluluklari da getirdiginin,
ozellikle maddi kaygilarinin oldugunun altini su sekilde ¢izmistir:

“Sorumluluk cok oluyor. Mesela maddi bir durumdan sikinti gekiyorsun. Bir gluzel hayat
kurmadiktan sonra ¢ocuk c¢ok yapmayacaksin. Onlarin gelecegi icin. Onlar dustnmek
gerekiyor. Zaten ben de ¢cok yapmadim. Bir tane erkek, iki kiz yaptim.” K16

“Blyldugu zaman zorluklar da basliyor. Mesela bir ise sokmak icin. Bir hastalandin mi
ilgileniyorsun, ediyorsun. Bunlari distinmen gerekiyor.” K5
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Erken yasta evlenen katiimcilarin gocuk sahibi olmakla alakali sahip olduklari olumlu
dustnceleri mutluluk, evin nesesi, guzellik, benzersiz gibi kavramlarla 06zdeslestirdigi
gorulmustdr.

“Evlat higbir yere benzemiyor. Gergekten evlat var ya ne anadir, o bile gergek ana da ana ama
evlat daha baska.” K10

“Hayir hicbir zorlugu yoktu. Ben kendi kendime 6grendim gocuk bakmasini. Boyle bakamam
edemem diye bir kaygim yoktu. Zaten kardeslerimizden biliyoruz c¢ocuk bakmasini.
Kardesimiz vardi bizim." K3

“Benim de Allah'a sukdurler olsun 3 oglum var. Bi kizim var. Herhangi bi sey oldugu zaman
gocuklarim bana destek ¢ikiyor, yani en azindan bi acacak kapim var. Yani bi de onlar benim
canim her seyim yani” K8

Erken Evlilige Dair Genel Degerlendirmeler
Romanlarin Cevrelerindeki Genel Evlilik Yaslari

[2)

Romanlari Genel Evlilik Yaslari

18 yas altini ve Ustiinii gérenler 18 yas lizerini gérenler 18 yas altin1 gérenler
Kendi istegi  Egitimine devam ediyor Kendi istegiicin Gelenek ~ zorlama

Sekil 2 Romanlarin gevrelerindeki kisilerin genel evlilik yaslari

Katilimcilara cevrelerindeki es, dost ve akrabalarinin evlilik yaslarinin ve evlilik sekillerinin
(kagarak, severek, gorict usull) genellikle nasil oldugu sorulmustur. Katilimcilarin verdigi
cevaplar dogrultusunda sekil 2 olusturulmustur. Buna gore bazi katimcilarin gevresinde erken
evlilikler oldukga yaygin oldugu belirtiimis iken bazi katiimcilarin ¢evresinde yaygin olmadigi
ifade edilmistir. Ge¢ evlenen Romanlarin ozellikle egitimlerine devam etmesi oldukga dikkat
cekicidir. Ote yandan erken evliligin yaygin oldugu ailelerde bu durumun gelenek olarak
degerlendirildigi ve bir kdltur haline geldigi gorulmustdr. Romanlarin erken veya ge¢ evlenme
nedenleri arasinda kendi tercihleri belirleyici bir unsurdur.

Cevresinde hem 18 yas alti hem de 18 yas Ustu evlilikleri goren katilimcilar bu durumu soyle
ifade etmiglerdir:

“Artik her sey cocugun kizlarin elinde, erkeklerin elinde, genclerin elinde. Herkes kendi istedigi
gibi evleniyor. Zorla evlenen yok yani.” K11

“Benim kizim vardi, 19 yasinda evlendi. Bir sene nisanli kaldi, ondan sonra evlendi. Oglum 16-
17 yasinda evlendi.” K13

“Akrabalarimdan biri 18 yasinda evlendi, biri 17 yasinda evlendi. Biri de 22 yasinda falan evlilik
yaptl." K7

“Bazilarn buytk evleniyorlar, bazilari kligtk evleniyorlar. Kendi istediklerine gore. Artik anneye
baba karisamiyor yani. Herkes kendi istedigine gidiyor.” K6

Cevresinde 18 yas Ustl evliliklerin yaygin oldugunu ifade eden katiimcilar bu kisilerin geg
evlenmelerini egitim ile iliskilendirmiglerdir. Kiginin evlenmeyi tercih etmemesi de ge¢
evlenmenin bir baska nedenidir.
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“Su an kardesim 23 yasinda, Universiteye gidiyor, hala evlenmedi. Bizim orada degil, erken
evlenen de var. Geg evlenen de artik ¢cocuklar zorla evlendirilmiyor. Herkes kendi rizaslyla
erkenden evleniyorlar.” K15

“Biz soyle Romanlarda, her Roman gibi degil hani Romanlarin da ayri ayr seyleri var, insanlari
var. Bizde erken evlenme yok. Benim mesela amcamin kizi, amcamin ogullar olsun bizim
ailemiz hep geg evlenmis insanlar. Hani yasini doldurduktan sonra. Bizim erken veya geg
evlenmemiz hem egitimle alakal hem de kendileri istemedikleriicin. Biz iste bir tek bir aileden
erken ¢iktik.” K3

Cevresinde 18 yas alti evliliklerin yaygin oldugunu ifade eden katilimcilar erken evlenme
nedenlerini kisisel tercih, gelenek ve zorlama ile iliskilendirilmistir.

"0 donemde hep ufak evleniyordu. Ama simdiki hepsi akillandi mibarek.” K5

“Onlar da ayni bizim gibi. Hep erken evlendiler. 16 — 17 yaslarinda. Annem 13 yasinda
evlenmis.” K4

‘O donemdeki akrabalarimiz, komsularimiz, arkadaslarimiz hep 15,16,17 de ayni yasta
evleniyorlardl.” K2

Katilimcilarin Erken Evlilige Dair Su An ki Disiinceleri

Katiimcilara evliliklerinin erken olup olmadidi, ge¢cmiste verdikleri karari ginimuzde nasil
degerlendirdikleri sorulmustur. Bazi katiimcilarin erken evlilik kararlarini olumlu olarak gordugu
anlasiimistir. Bu ailelerin ortak ozelliginin esleriyle olan iletisimlerinin iyi olmasi ve huzurlu bir
aileye sahip olduklarini belirten ifadelerinden anlasilmaktadir.

“Rahat bir hayatim var. Kendi ailemi kurdum. Esime dertlesebiliyorum. Eh boyle olunca bugun
olsa yine ayni yasta evlenirim diyorum.” K6

“Hi¢ daha geg evlenseydim demedim. Yine diinyaya gelsem ayni yasta evlenirdim.” K17

“Iki tane oglan, bir kiz verdim. Allah'ima binlerce sukdrler olsun. Yine olsa yine o yasta
evlenirim.” K10

Erken evlilik kararini olumsuz olarak degerlendiren katiimcilarin bu kararlarindan dolayr pisman
olduklari, su anki distnce yapllariyla asla boyle bir seyi kabul etmeyecekleri anlasiimistir.

“Su akilda olsaydim tabii ayni yasta evlenmezdim. Hi¢ yoktan askerligini bitirmesini
beklerdim. Askerligini yapmis olmaydi daha iyi oldu. Clnkd tabii o zaman cahil babamiz
bizim cok cahilliklerimizi ¢ekti. Su anda anliyorum yani onu. Su anda asla tasvip etmiyoruz
biz erken yasta evlenmeyi. Hig yoktan Askerligini bitirsin ve hatta 18-19 yasina girsin. Girsin.
O sekilde su anda evlilik olsun. Biz de onu istiyoruz.” K2

“Ben erken evlendigimi distindyorum. O an 6yle bir fevri seyde yaptik da pisman oldum.
Zaten tam su an su yasimiz zaten gengligimizmis. Fakat iste o zaman zaten gocukmusuz
anlamiyoruz pek. Ergenligimizi anlamiyoruz. Dedigimiz dedik oluyoruz. O ytzden yani
pismanim. Benim gocugum 14-15 yasinda evlenmek istese asla kabul etmem.” K3

Bir katilimci erken evliligin sonrasinda bosanmayla sonuclanabilecegini belirtmistir. Erken yasta
evlenmenin ayni zamanda erken yasta bosanmaya neden olabilecedini bu surecte kiz
cocuklarinin magdur olabilecegine su sekildeki ifadesi dikkat gekmistir:

“Romanlarin genelinde kuguk yas evlilik var. Ben buna karsiyim. Kuguk yasta evlendiriliyoruz.
Ondan sonra gabuk ayriliklar oluyor. Gozunun baska birini gortyor. Ona asik oluyorsun. Sonra
kusura bakmayin. iki koca, U koca. Erken evlendikleri igin. Bosaniyorlar, affedersin. Bir gocuk
ondan. Bir cocuk bundan. Yani yazik ginah degil mi bu kiz evlatlarina.” K18

Hayat kosullarinin zorlugu ve bu zorluklarla basa ¢ikarken harcanan ¢aba bireyin yipranmasina
neden olabilmektedir. Erken evlenen bir Roman bu durumu soyle ifade etmistir:

“Pismanim erken evlendigimden. insanlar tanimadigin igin birden daliyorsun ya iyi mi kot
mu ondan ogreniyorsun. Pismanlktir. Benim ugrasmaktan, dertten, kederden agzimda
diglerim kalmadi.” K13
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“Cunkd hayatimi yasamak isterdim. Yani gezip, tozmak. Evlendigim yas normal degildi. Ta
gocuk yasindaymisiz.” K7

Tartisma

Erken yasta evlenme, cocuklarin zihinsel ve duygusal olarak hazir olmadigr bir donemde
hayatlarini birlestirmelerini ifade etmektedir. Bu arastirmada, erken yasta evlenmis ancak su an
yetiskin olan Romanlarin evlenme nedenleri, evlilik surecleri, karsilastiklar zorluklar, bu
zorluklarla bas etme yollari ve erken evlilik konusundaki genel gorUsleri detayli bir sekilde ele
alinmistir. Calismanin Roman kdlturinde erken evlilige etki eden faktorlerin ozelliklerinin
anlasiimasina katkida bulunmasi beklenmektedir. Bu ¢alisma erken evlilik yapan Romanlarin
yalnizca kuguk bir kismini temsil etse de ulasilan sonuglarin Romanlarin erken evlilik deneyimine
iliskin onemli bilgiler aktararak literattre katki saglayacagi disuntlmektedir.

GCalisma, erken evlilik yapan kadin Romanlarin 13-17 yas araliginda evlendigini, 15-24 yas
araliginda ilk kez dogum yaptiklarini, gogunlugunun egitim seviyesinin dusuk oldugunu, kok
ailedeki huzursuzluk, bosanma veya olum gibi faktorlerin erken evlilikte etkili oldugunu,
cogunlukla genis aile tipinde yasadiklarini ve sosyal destek sistemlerinin guc¢lt oldugunu ortaya
koymustur. Dahasi resmi yasin altinda birlikte yasamaya basglayan Romanlar birlikteliklerini dini
nikah ile mesrulastirmaya calismaktadirlar. Bununla birlikte resmi nikah olmaksizin birlikte
yasayan Romanlarin aksine tim katiimcilarin resmi nikahli olmasi ve neredeyse tum
katihmcilarin resmi nikahin dnemli oldugunu distnmesi umut vericidir.

Turkiye'de yillara gore ortalama ilk evlenme yasi incelendiginde, her iki cinsiyette de artis
gozlendigi, 2023 yilinda evlilik yasi erkeklerde 28,3, kadinlarda ise 25,7 olarak kaydedildigi
belirtiimistir (Turkiye Istatistik Kurumu, 2024). Ayni raporda cinsiyetler arasindaki ortalama ilk
evlenme yas farki ise 2,6 yas olarak bildirilmistir. Calismamizda ilk evlilik yasi olarak kadinlar 13-
17 yas araliginda ve ortalama 15,8 iken; erkekler 15-25 yas araliginda ve ortalama 18,8'dir.
Grubun cinsiyetler arasindaki yas farki ise 3'tlr ve bu oran Turkiye ortalamasina yakindir. Ote
yandan ozellikle kadinlar Turkiye ortalamasinin neredeyse 10 yas altinda evlilik yapmaktadir.

Galismamiz kadin Romanlarin egitim seviyesinin dusuk oldugunu gostermistir. Roman kultdru
Uzerine yapilan galismalar Romanlarin egitim seviyesinin dustk oldugunu ve erken yasta
evliliklerin sik rastlandigini gostermektedir (Taylan, 2016, s. 221; Yasar ve Kayli, 2021, s. 25).
Arastirmalar egitim ile evlilik yasi arasinda pozitif bir iliskinin oldugunu, egitim seviyesi arttikga
ilk evlilik yasinin da arttigini gostermektedir (Cosan, 2021; Eskiocak ve Akbasak, 2017, s.136).
Bireylerin kisisel gelisim istegi, kariyer hedefi ve akademik amach calismalari dogrultusunda
egitim surecleri uzayabilecedi gibi bu durum evlilik kararini ertelemeyle de sonuclanabilir.
Romanlarin egitim seviyesinin dusuk olmasi erken yasta evlenmelerine neden olan dnemli bir
faktor olarak degderlendirilmektedir.

Ebeveynlerin tutumlari, ebeveynlerin evlenme sekilleri ve yasanilan topluluk gocuklarin aile
kurma davraniglari Uzerinde dogrudan etkisinin oldugunu gostermistir (Kolk, 2014, s. 89).
Calismamiz erken evlilik yapan kadin Romanlarin cevrelerinde de kendileri gibi erken evlilik
yapmis bircok Roman oldugunu gostermistir. Erken evlenen kisiler, aile icinden olabildigi gibi aile
disindan kimselerde olabilmektedir. Erken evliligin sik ve yogun oldugu bir bolgede yasayan
Roman bir cocuk bu durumu normal olarak gorebilir. Bu durum erken evlilik olgusunun Romanlar
arasinda bir gelenek ve kultur haline gelmesine neden olabilir.

Erken evlilikler Uzerine yapilan galismalarda; aile i¢i huzursuzlugun ve ekonomik yoksullugun
yogun yasandi§i ailelerin yani sira pargalanmis aile ¢ocuklarinda erken evlilik riskinin daha
ylksek oldugu bildirilmistir (Kavas, 2022, s. 2143). Calismamiz kok ailedeki huzursuzlugun ve
gesitli nedenlerle ailenin pargalanmasinin erken evlilige zemin olusturdugunu ortaya koymustur.
Geleneksel ataerkil yapidaki ailelerde, erkekler gelir getirici bir iste calisirken, kadinlar ev
icerisindeki islerle ugrasmaktadir. Ebeveynlerden birisinin (0zellikle babanin) evden ayriimasi
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veya olumu gibi nedenlerle olusan gelir kaybi karsisinda bireyin hayatini devam ettirme ihtiyaci
ve istedi erken evlenmesine neden olabilir. Ayrica ebeveynlerin arasinda gerekse ebeveyn cocuk
arasinda yasanan problemler aile i¢i huzurun bozulmasina neden olmaktadir. Bulgularimiz,
gocuklarin aile igindeki huzursuzluktan kagis yolu olarak erken yasta evlendiklerinin altini
Gizmigtir.

Sonug ve Oneriler

Bu calisma, egitim seviyesinin, aile i¢i sorunlarin ve kulturel faktorlerin Roman kadinlarinin erken
yasta evlenmelerine zemin hazirladigini vurgulamistir. Bu baglamda erken yasta evliliklerin
onlemek icin basta Romanlarin yogun oldugu bolgeler olmak Uzere toplumun tim kesimlerinin
bilinglendiriimesi gerekmektedir. Romanlarin yogun olarak yasadigi bolgelerde ozellikle kiz
gocuklarinin egitimine devam etmelerini tesvik edici politikalarin benimsenmesi gerekmektedir.
Bu agidan zorunlu egitimini tamamlamayan ¢ocuklarin ailelerinin takibinin sistematik olarak
yapilmasi saglanmalidir. Ekonomik olarak gelismemis bolgelerde, ozellikle kiz gocuklarinin
egitimine destek olmak i¢in okul ve yurt olanaklarinin artirilmasi onemlidir. Belediyeler, sivil
toplum kuruluslari, Universiteler ve gondlltlerin bir arada multidisipliner bir anlayisla gelistirdigi
aile refahini artirici devlet destekli projelerin hayata gecirilmesi gerekmektedir. Aile ve Sosyal
Hizmetler Bakanligi'min oncultgunde yerel yonetimler ve saglik kuruluslari koordineli bir sekilde
Romanlara yonelik evlilik okulu, aile danismanhdi, Gift terapisi, cinsel saglik ve Ureme gibi
konularda egitim ve rehberlik uygulamalar planlamalidir ve Romanlarin bu uygulamalara katilimi
tesvik edilmelidir. Ayrica Universitelerin ilgili bolumlerinde konuyla ilgili arastirmalarin ve
yayinlarin desteklenmesi saglanarak literatirtn gelismesi saglanmalidir.

Yazar Katki Oranlari
1. Yazar: %50, 2. Yazar: %30 ve 3. Yazar: %20 oraninda katki saglamistir.
Gikar Gatigsmasi Beyani

“‘Roman kadinlarinin erken evlilik olgusu Uzerine deneyimleri: nitel bir ¢alisma” baslkl
makalemizin herhangi bir kurum, kurulus, kisi ile mali gikar ¢atismasi yoktur. Yazarlar arasinda
da herhangi bir ¢ikar ¢catismasi bulunmamaktadir.
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