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Roman; kaynagi destanlara dayandigi diistintlen ve ilk 6rnekleri Avrupa'da
ortaya ¢ikan bir nesir triddr. Strekli degisim ve gelisim icinde olan roman XVII.
yiizylldan beri kullanilagelmektedir. insanlarin acilarini, travmalarini, sevinglerini,
duygusal durumlarini veya kaygilarini bireyin hayal giictine gére anlatma aracidir.
Arap cografyasinda roman tiriiniin gelismesi bazi sikintilarla karsilasmustir.
Kendine has bir tislup yakalayan kimi roman tiirleri de gesitli sansurlerle dagitimi
ve basimi engellenmistir. Hapishane edebiyati olarak kendisini isimlendiren
tlr cezaevinde bulunan mahkumlarin hayat hikayelerini, yasadigi iskenceleri
ve zorluklari konu edinmektedir. Bu tiir romanlarda genel tema 6zgurliik,
tikenmislik, Gmitsizlik ve direnis olarak karsimiza ¢itkmaktadir. Batida bu tiirde
kaleme alinan eserler bulunmakla birlikte Arap edebiyatinda da bu turtin ayr bir
yeri bulunmaktadir. Arap Edebiyatinda Abdurrahman Munif, Macit Stileyman,
Mustafa Halife ve Eymen el- ‘Atum gibi yazarlar 6ne ¢cikmaktadir. Romanlarinda
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islamci bir ydn bulunan Eymen el-Atum modern Arap edebiyatinin 8nemli temsilcileri arasina girmeye namzet bir kisiliktir.
Kendisi gerek Ya Sahibeyi’s-Sicn gerekse Yesmetine Hasiseha romanlarinda otoriter rejimlerin yonettigi, demokrasinin
sadece s6zde bulundugu toplumlarda otoriteye baskaldirmanin veya farkli gériis tasimanin nasil cezalandirildigini hem
yasayarak gérmus hem de roman olarak kurgulamistir. Yazar, mithendis kimligine ek olarak ayni zamanda akademisyen ve
edebiyatcidir. Edebi kimligini ortaya koydugu ilk eseri hapishane giinliiklerini kaleme aldigi Ya Sahibeyi’s-Sicn romanidir.
Anahtar Kelimeler: Arap Dili, Modern Arap Edebiyati, Roman, Eymen el-‘Atum, Ya Sahibeyi’s-Sicn ve Yesmetne Hasiseha’
Romanlari

ABSTRACT

The novel is a prose genre whose origins are thought to be based on epics and whose first examples emerged in Europe.
The development of the novel genre in Arab geography has experienced some difficulties. Some types of novels with
unique styles were prevented from being distributed and published by various censors. The genre that calls itself prison
literature deals with the life stories of prisoners in prison, their torture, and the hardships they experience. The general
themes of these novels are freedom, exhaustion, despair, and resistance. Although works have been written in this genre
in the West, this genre also has a special place in Arabic literature. Authors such as Abdurrahman Munif, Majid Suleiman,
Mustafa Khalifa and Ayman al-‘Atam stand out in Arabic literature. Ayman al-‘Atam, whose novels feature an Islamist
aspect, is one of the most important figures in modern Arabic literature. In both his novels Ya Sahibeyi’s-Sijn and Yasmetne
Hasiseha, he experienced and fictionalized the punishment of rebelling against authority or holding different views in
societies ruled by authoritarian regimes and in which democracy exists only in words. In addition to being an engineer,
the author is an academic and a man of letters.

Keywords: Arabic Language, Modern Arabic Literature, Novel, Ayman al-*Atam, ‘Ya Sahibeyi's-Sijn and Yasmetina
Hasiseha' Novels

EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Anovel is a type of prose longer than a story that mirrors the real life of an individual and
can make emotional states such as joy and sadness, as well as the occupations experienced
by society, suitable for the reader’s imagination. The novel, which is constantly changing
and developing, has been in use since the seventeenth century. It is a way of narrating human
suffering, trauma, joy and emotional states or the invasions experienced by society in accordance
with the individual’s imagination.

This genre, the first examples of which were written in the West during the 17th century,
has its counterpart in Arabic literature. Literary works of this genre were written in almost
every region of Arab geography. Although the development of the novel in the Arab world
has been hampered by political obstacles, it can still offer unique examples in every genre.

In this study, we will examine two works of Ayman al-‘ Atim, who wrote two novels in the
genre of prison literature, a literary genre called prison literature, in which prisoners in prisons
write their prison diaries, the events they go through, and the tortures they experience. The general
theme of works written in this genre is freedom, exhaustion, despair, and resistance. Almost all
societies have written works that can be considered as examples of prison literature. Because
the prison environment affects people deeply, the written works are realistic, sympathetic,
and emotional.
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In the West, Boethius’ “Consolatio ”, Dante’s “La Divina Commedia”, Miguel de Cervantes’
“Don Kihote”, and in Arabic literature, Sunu’llah Ibrahim’s “Sharaf”, Munif’s “Sarku’l-
Mutevassit”, Majid Suleyman’s “Tuyiiru’l-atme”, Mustafa Khalifa’s “Kavgaa” are works
of this kind. In our language, Orhan Kemal’s “72nd Ward” and the works of Nazim Hikmet,
Sabahattin Ali, and many other writers can be cited as examples.

The author Ayman al-‘Atiim is Jordanian. He was educated in Jordan, where he earned a
master’s degree and a doctorate in Arabic. He was imprisoned as a political prisoner. In addition
to his prose works about his prison diaries, he also wrote poetry. He represents Islamist identity
in his works. He clearly demonstrated this by quoting verses from the Qur’an in his works.
The author, who wrote his first novel in 2012, has since written 17 novels. He determined the
titles of his novels by quoting verses from the Qur’an.

The two works “Ya Sahibeyi s-Sijn and Yesmeiina Hasiseha” will be discussed thematically.
These novels have their own unique style in terms of both fiction and content. Both the titles of
the novels and their internal titles are quoted from Qur’anic verses. The novel ‘Ya Sahibeyi s-
Sijn’ was published in Beirut in 2012. In his novels, he observes the harmony between time
and space and uses a poetic style that is filtered through the human soul. He wrote about the
troubles he encountered during his eight months in prison. His first literary work was the
novel Ya Sahibeyi’s-Sijn, in which he wrote his prison diaries. It can also be considered a
prison diary. The language of the novel is characterized by the harmony of time and place and
a poetic language filtered through the world of the human psyche. The novel was banned by
the Jordanian Department of Publications and Publishing because of its content, and sparked
controversy upon its release due to the spread of its fame in the Jordanian political and cultural
milieu and the openness of social media.

There is no chronological order in the narration of events. His detailed description of the
events can impact the reader. Despite these detailed descriptions, the reader cannot understand
whether the doctor is a member of the Ikhwan or not. In terms of fiction, sometimes he is and
sometimes he is not. This arouses a curiosity in the reader.

The main event of this novel revolves around his imprisonment for a poem he rewrote
during a poetry night. Then he describes the conditions of the three prisons he was thrown into
and the harassment and suffering he encountered there. He also discusses the psychological
conditions of the people he met, helping readers to understand what human beings experience.
After being released from prison, he took a long time to adapt to life outside. After his release
from prison, he wrote his works.

The author states that what he describes in “Yesmeiina Hastseha” corresponds to only
one-tenth of what he experienced in real life. For example, she stated that the prisoners had the
same utensils for eating, drinking, and meeting their needs. This situation, which causes internal
reckoning among prisoners, has a profound effect on the reader. In addition, the attempts to
force the prisoners to accept the crimes they did not commit through various tortures express
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the resistance of the prisoners. In terms of narrative structure, “Yesmeiina Hasiseha” is written
in the genre of memoir, in which the protagonist’s life events are recounted between 1980-1997.
There is no chronology in the narrative. These events could have been corroborated by living
witnesses and chronologically arranged. Although the style of the novel is appreciated by the
reader, the descriptions can become tedious at times. Although these descriptions are tedious,
they are enough to leave an impact on the reader’s psyche. Over the course of 365 pages.

In his novels, to which the author added his mastery of poetry, he dealt with topics such
as the days he spent behind prison walls, persecutions, torture, friendships, science, ideas,
patriotism, and family. He also informs the reader about Islam through quotations. It is
intended to encourage the reader to obtain more information about the Qur’an by researching
the curiosity that will arise in them through verse quotations.

Since the writing of the author’s novels coincided with a time period known as the Arab
Spring, he wanted to convey his own views to the reader. With the style he chose in his works,
he wanted to emphasize the effectiveness of a civil resistance movement, no matter how much
political authorities try to intimidate it.

The themes in his novel are freedom, resistance, and decay. He characterizes freedom
this way; “-yes, freedom is what one dies for. Freedom is not savored from any food or event.
Freedom is life.”

After all, he says to the Resistance; “when souls leave their bodies, they leave behind a
desolate and worthless home. All value is for the soul, and the soul is not from these oppressors,
it is in the hands of the Merciful, blessed is the one who had that soul, blessed is the one who
had that soul. It was not pawned to some mercenary executioners.”
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