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Abstract
Today, “ethics” is an important and widely used cept Generally it points out what is good and what
is bad. Nowadays, most societies in the world arepbexnand they have complex problems. These
complex problems may not always be held in cheslabgtions. Therefore, another concept that would
be helpful to solve such a problem is the concépridue.” When these two concepts are brought
together, the concept of “virtue ethics” emergestié always requires the accompaniment of the law.
Thus, even though virtue ethics may not replacdativeit is a necessary complement. In that regard,
a democratic state and a lawful state can only betional with virtuous and ethical citizens and
politicians. Since democracies promote all citizenparticipate in the politics, the citizens maatry
the basic qualities of political virtue. It is evemore important for the politicians who assume a&ctiv
positions in politics. Additionally, other polititaowers who have the power to influence the politics,
such as journalists in the media or representativegarious interest groups must also have politica
virtue. When everybody acts virtuously in its resipe environment, most of the problems may be
overcome. At that point, certain elements thatraggiired to act virtuously gain prominence: Adogtin
democracy as a lifestyle and a democratic educatipplying democratic decision making processes
(at home, at work, etc.), offering successful eigpees of democratic politics, etc. In this dectama,
the concept of political virtue, which is vital tawving virtuous and ethical politicians and citizers
emphasized and its basic qualities are studiec@rifrds, information is shared on things that can be
done to spread political virtue in a society. Imshdemocracy needs virtues and in particular pcdil
virtues. For this, some demands are have to be fradecertain actors in the society.
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Oz
Gunimuzde “etik” sik¢a kullanilan 6nemli bir kawndir. Genel anlamda neyin iyi ve neyin kotu
oldugunu belirtmektedir. Bugun dinya toplumlarinin bggokarmaik toplumlardir ve karmak
sorunlara sahiptirler. Bu karmak sorunlar her zaman yaptinmlar aragilyla kontrol altina
alinamamaktadirlar. Dolayisiyla béyle bir sorunuzg@e noktasinda etik kavraminin yani sira bize
yardimci olabilecek der bir kavramda “erdem”dir. Her iki kavram bir aya getirildginde “"Erdem
etigi” kavrami ortaya ¢ikmaktadir. Erdem her zamandisime glik eden hukuk kavramina gereksinim
duymaktadir. Bu nedenle erdengetiukukun yerini tutmasa da hukuk igin gereklitaimamlayicidir.
Bu baslamda demokratik bir devlet ve ayni zamanda hulasketi erdemli ve ahlakli vatangar ve
siyasetciler sayesindelévsel olabilir. Demokrasilerde tim vatantkrin siyasal hayata katiimalari
tesvik ediliyor olmalarindan 6turii vatangkrin siyasal erdemin temel niteliklerine sahip alrirlar.
Ozellikle siyaset kurumunda etkin roller listlengmsetcilerin siyasal erdem sahibi olmalari daha da
onemlidir. Bunun yaninda siyaseti etkileyebilec&naliger siyasi glclerden medya ¢ani olan
gazeteciler ve belli ¢ikar grubu temsilcilerinin sigasal erdemli olmalari gerekmektedir. Herkesdien
bulund@gu ortamda erdemli hareket giinde sorunlarin buyik bélimi halledilebilir. Erdérareket
etmek icin yapilmasi gereken bellishainsurlarda burada énem kazanmaktadir: Demokiiagyam
sekli haline getirme ve demokratigiem, demokratik karar alma sireclerini uygulamaikglda, ste
vb.), demokratik siyasetin farili tecriibelerini sunma, vb. Bu bildiri de, erdiéeme ahlakli siyasetci
ve vatandga sahip olmak icin gerekli siyasal erdem kavranariimle durularak siyasal erdemin temel
Ozellikleri irdelenmektedir. Daha sonra da bir tapida siyasal erdemi yaymak i¢in neler yapifana
iliskin bilgilere yer verilmektedir. Kisacasi demokrasdemlere ve 6zellikle de siyasal erdemlere
ihtiya¢c duymaktadir. Bunun icinde toplumlarin bielaktorlerinden bazi taleplerde bulunmaktadir.
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Introduction

In a period where the democracy is faced with sicdnd the people's interest
in politics is reduced, the ethical foundationsdeimocratic political systems are
becoming more and more important. The educationldimay an important role in
gaining the virtue to the citizens and the polits. Cultivating virtuous people
through education shall be an effective way toe@noral of the problems of the
countries. The citizens and politicians are bestbaveirtue ethics through education
and thus a successful governance can be achiewth i8 discussed since ancient
Greek. In achieving a democratic government systach sustaining this system,
both citizens and politicians should have virtukiest. The importance of virtue
ethics is progressively increasing in a time wh#re trust in politicians is
progressively decreasing. Therefore, in this stilgyethics, the virtue, and virtue
ethics are explained. Then, we shall construe ¢higqal virtue ethics with emphasis
on its link to the democracy.

1. Ethics, Virtue and Virtue Ethics

The Ethics is a branch of the philosophy; it is ah@hilosophy or philosophical
thinking on morality, moral problems and moral jotents (Frankena, 2007: 20).
The Ethics word comes from “Ethos “of the word whimeans traditions in the
Greek. The general definition of ethics is resplifigi to the ability to distinguish
right from wrong and doing the right thing. Ethig;related to moral, philosophical
values and behavioral norms of society. Generatatmorms contain accuracy,
honesty, respect against other people and jugticeydin, 2013: 64). The "Morality'
is a word we aren't stranger to, that we often hedruse in our daily life. Perhaps
it would be more accurate to say that: what wendfiar or use in our daily life isn't
"morality”, but "immoral” or "immorality". Becausehat mobilize our thoughts
about morality is the immorality or the actions gleem as immoral. Let's continue
with a word of the last sentence: the action. Thmoral (ity) is used as an attribute
of an action, a human action. The objects, thedemtis, the situations may not be
considered moral or immoral. Likewise, the actiohthe animals may not concern
the morality, either. What is moral or immoral aelely human actions. The
morality is the set of judgments, attitudes, bebwsyiprinciples and rules which
enable the human actions to be expressed in vatigamients such as right and
wrong. The ethics are a deep thinking activity ttlaals with the morality. The
morality is about the human actions. It points thé general rules that direct the
human actions towards good. The morality inclutiesdea of freedom by necessity.
The freedom is the prerequisite of the moralitye Thorality occurs in the actions
of the individual in one hand and depends on tHeofvihe individual. But on the
other hand, it is based on a continuous sociakbdsie idea and structure of the
morality is already present in the society in whigé participate by birth (Uzun,
2015: 3).

Although the morality concerns the actions, theional" is an attribute
conferred to the individuals. By characterizingilagividual as immoral, we mean
to have made a habit of acting against certairsrllat we think that they should be
complied with. The "immoral" also refers to the kédness in some cases.
"Immoral” evokes by definition negative thoughtoabthe individual attributed.
Such use of immoral points out a lack by its nattire lack of morality. When we
think in those terms, the morality that the chaggstic "immoral”, first of all, makes
reference to the personality, the character, thpéeament. So while the immoral
means wicked, bad character, weakling; the moratityaving morals means, being
moral indicates the good nature, the integrity, gbed character, and the strong
personality. Having good morals and its antonynrpaarals is included in the same
meaning (Uzun, 2015: 4). Besides that, another rtapbconcept of the morality is
the "virtue".

The virtue is the skills, capacities and qualificas that an individual should
possess in order that a moral situation could béeniadized. The virtue is a
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personality trait. But this trait becomes visibldyothrough the actions. You can not
call an individual liar if you don't witness any lis/her actions, however, you can
not call him/her honest, either. To be honest ecessary to act honestly (Uzun,
2015: 4). The virtues such as courage, rationatitygleration, show the individuals

how to act. So, what's to be done is to try to maprthese virtues. Because the
virtues aren't innate, but acquired personalityitdradeveloped by practice.

Predictably, an individual who adopts such justificn, shall direct his/her interest

to the character and education in ethical issueshbrt, the proponent of virtue

ethics is in the pursuit of being a "good persém'summary; the virtue ethics is an
ethical theory that emphasizes to the personabiystinstead of the actions of the
individuals in determining the moral action. So thdue ethics enounce that we
should be a good person for moral actions, theeefoe should try to improve the

virtues (Uzun, 2015: 24).

2. Political Virtue Ethics and Democracy

European politicians are presently displaying dtpread image. In the most
general sense, many former and new heads of statesters or members of
parliament, who involved in corruption, are held@mtable for the scandals one
way or another. Although this bears on the montys iclosely associated with
maintaining and sharing their important positiamshie state apparatus and political
parties. The reactions of the corrupt senior puditis when they are caught for
corruption, are quite interesting. Or they denyirtlgeilt, or they say they aren't
aware their crime. Silvio Berlusconi has been jpged for years as a victim of the
conspiracies (Terkessidis, 2014). The virtue isiregl to overcome the problems of
political corruption.

The is neither a political objective nor a strategpwever, it is an important
prerequisite for "Good Governance". In the prinrdra of the civil society, the
"virtue" was a revolutionary idea. The French Ratioh transformed the
corruptions of the ruling order relied on inheritannot on success, and tried to
provide the food products that weren't sufficientrteet people’'s needs. Maximilien
Robespierre in his discourse "On the PrinciplesPofitical Morality", defined
"public virtue" concept. The public virtue can bespible only in democracies,
because only in democracy, the individuals canlfftitfeir equality with interest in
the common good. Thus, Robespierre sees the artdehe equality as the "Spirit
of the Republic". This also gives a particular wspbility to the politicians
representing the sovereignty: The laws must becefe first and foremost on the
politicians who promulgate those laws. The govemina¢so should check itself. If
the government doesn't have any proper virtue, witickeep it in legal limits?"
According to Robespierre, this virtue should beduseguarantee the livelihood or
the citizens. However, with this term, not just doshould be understood, but all
"means of life" should be understood. When we Raldespierre's discourse at that
time, the problems seem surprising (for instanbe, increasing prices of the
foodstuffs because of speculation) (Terkessidi&d420

When we expect that the politicians display a ausi behavior in the political
arena, in fact we are expecting of them to do §a@iand proud" things by
"temperament”. In this sense, we can say that tiaditigs such as self-awareness,
being free from envy, being ambitious and hardwuagkifairness, honesty and
patriotism etc. are accepted and approved by thergkpublic as "praised and
proud" virtues. In short, we must underline thasivitally important to expect of
any administrator to realize such virtues that énéiem to demand highest good
both for themselves and all members of society (S410: 31).

Today, meeting the basic needs of the people danaalramatic turn: food,
rent, electricity, water, education or public traod costs have been considerably
increased. Hanging posters everywhere in electmmpaigns is an important
indicator of particular mistakes. Many citizens tldselieve that the politicians
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having "public virtues" will not pursuit those objes any longer once they come
to power (Terkessidis, 2014).

In recent years, the virtue is implicitly seen ahr@at to democracy. But the
lack of virtue erodes slowly the democracy fromides (Terkessidis, 2014).
Therefore, the virtue can also be used for evibpses even though it is essential for
the democracy.

The contemporary democracy paradigm offers a ng@noagh to the perception
of personal ethics. Accordingly, the informatiorciety built on free and creative
thinking requires the expansion of individual fread while it envisages the creation
of internal control mechanism in the individualteesd of external control in the sake
of freedom. The difficulties experienced in the trohof expanding individual
freedom also supports this prediction. Therefarenodern society, personal ethics
should be established before the institutionalcsthin the sense of being virtuous,
which is related to the social structure and edogatlhus, while the individual
adapts to the environment on the one hand, bygaisbcial values, on the other
hand, internalizes universal values such as hunggutsy equality, rights, justice,
freedom based on ethics, molding in personalityetiging right and principles
(Ulug, 2009: 9).

The virtues are of great importance for all citizeim particular for politicians.
There are four “"cardinal virtues™: Wisdom, justicejurage and temperance.
Everyone, but especially politicians need to ussdai, so logic and reasoning
skills. For standing behind the ideas and puttigdeas into action, everyone needs
courage and boldness - with a modern expressiamageu For weighing conflicting
demands and interests proportionality with eachemtreveryone needs the
temperance, that is to say common sense. Andyfitia#i weighing should be carried
out according to the principles of justice, in esse rely on fairness and this should
direct the behavior (Schmidt, 20002: 163).

For living together concentrated in a narrow spaca democratic and social
state, such a catalog of course can not be coesideifficient. For example, where
are the virtues such as honesty and honor - wiapkaally should be demanded
from the politicians? Where is peace? Anyone witlesresponsibility as politician
should to ask for peace. Some civic virtues camisesed. Any virtue can be abused
by anyone whether a higher authority or the statfi It is possible to exploit the
virtues so to speak; for example, The Nazis expibithe courage of countless
people. However, the current and future valuesrtiier aren't reduced because the
Nazis and the Communists abused them (Schmidt,22008¥). It is necessary to
safeguard the fundamental rights of the peopleaiahey display virtuous behavior.
An individual who isn't free can not be expected&virtuous. There are many
democratic documents relating to the basic righte@people.

According to the Virginia Declaration of Rightsl aien have inalienable rights
such as the enjoyment of life and liberty, pursuamgl obtaining happiness. The
governments (States) are established to guardmee tights and take their powers
from the consent given by those governed. Whervargment begins to act contrary
to the purpose of its establishment, the publicthagight to amend or depose the
said government (Kara, 2015: 14). In this sense,0Aclaration of Independence
emphasizes that a state's duty is to protect dadwsard the inalienable rights of the
people and if the governments don't fulfill thoseiels, the people has the right to
revolt against these governments.

Conclusion

The political virtue is one of the key conceptsoaf time. The political virtue
is also an effective way of making politics moBibth citizens and politicians should
display ethical behavior in accordance with théugrethics for an ethical politics.
The education can be used as a tool so that tteergt and politicians can be
virtuous. The people can be made virtuous throulgication. The people can not be
expected to exhibit virtuous behavior by leavingnthto their own. The important
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issue to tackle here is by which ethical rules ae imake the people virtuous? Each
country has its own set of ethical code. A virttlgias should be created according
to the tradition, and the customs, in which thesomnce of the individuals might
be activated. With the ethical rules acceptableveryone, the individuals can be
made to act virtuously by using families, schoolad as mass media.

The political virtue and the ethics committee elsthled by AK Parti is an
important step in order to make the politics ethilcethis regard, the political parties
may play a role as important political socializattools in cultivating their members
in a virtuous way. In short, there are many tootglie countries to have a democratic
political virtue. If those tools are used succedgfit will be easier for both citizens
and politicians to have the virtue ethics. Politigatue is needed by not just
undemocratic political systems but also demociailiical systems.
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