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OSMANLI MEDENIYETININ FiLISTIN’DEKI iZLERI:
SALAHUDDIN ISLAM MEDRESESI ve BABU'L-HALIL'DEKI SAAT KULESI

Oz
H. 923-1336/m. 1518-1918 yillar1 arasinda Osmanlt medeniyetinin Filistin'de pek g¢ok eserler insa
etmistir. Bunlar, camilerden saraylara, sur duvarlarindan kalelere, su kanallarindan yollarin insasina,

demiryollarina, okul ve {iniversite binalarinin yapimina, hastanelere, bahgelere, parklara, kulelere ve
cesitli mimari yapilarin yani sira diger pek ¢ok eserlere uzanmaktadir. Bu eserlerden bir¢ogu giiniimiize
kadar ayakta kalmistir ve Osmanli medeniyetinin biiyiikliigtinii ve Islami kimligini taniklik etmektedir.
Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti, bu tarihi eserlerin restorasyonunu ve korunmasinmi saglamak ve
yipranmalarindan ve yok olmalarindan korumak igin yillardir ¢calismaktadir.

Bu aragtirmada 1. Diinya Savasi sonunda Ingiliz ve Fransiz saldirganligindan etkilenen Osmanli
medeniyetinin iki eserinden bahsedilecektir. Bunlardan ilki, Ingiliz askeri valisi General Edmund
Allenby tarafindan kapatilan ve Fransa'ya verilen Selahaddin Islam Medresesi; Ikincisi de yikip
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saatlerini ve taslarini ¢aldig1 Babu’'l-Halil'deki saat kulesidir. ingiliz isgali'nin, bu en 6nemli iki eseri
ortadan kaldirmaya calismasi Kudiis-ii Serif'teki Islam medeniyetinin tiim izlerini silme, Islam imajim
ortadan kaldirma ¢abasimin bir parcasidir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Kudiis, Osmanli, Saat Kulesi, Islami Mimari.

Among The Manifestations of the Ottoman Civilization in Palestine:
Salah Al-Din Islamic College and The Ticking Clock Tower in Bab Al-Khalil

Abstract

“Among the manifestations of the Ottoman civilization in Palestine: the clock towers, the National

Hospital, the Salah al-Din Islamic College, and the Hassan Bey Mosque, for example.”

The manifestations of the Ottoman civilization in Palestine are many, and extend to more than four
hundred years, since the year (923-1336 AH corresponding to 1518-1918 AD), and these manifestations
included all aspects of urban civilization such as: mosques, palaces, walls, castles, water channels, roads,
railways, building schools and universities, hospitals, gardens, parks, towers, various urban beacons,
and others.

Many of these aspects still exist to the present time, and they bear witness to the greatness and
Islamicness of this civilization. Decades ago, the Turkish Republic began work on restoring and
maintaining some of these aspects in order to preserve them from extinction and disappearance.

In this research, I will talk briefly about two aspects of the Ottoman civilization that were affected by
the British and French aggression at the end of World War L. The first is the Saladin Islamic College,
which was closed by the British General Edmund Allenby and granted it to his ally, France. The second
is the ticking clock tower in Bab al-Khalil. The British military governor of Jerusalem demolished it and
stole its watches and stones. Thus, the British occupation eliminated two of the most important aspects
of Islamic civilization in Al-Quds Al-Sharif as part of its effort to erase all aspects of Islamic civilization
in the Holy City, to remove the Islamic image from it.

Keywords: Jerusalem, college, tower, aspects of Imran, Ottomanism.

Structured Abstract

The Ottomans were keen to build positive relations with the Turkish and Circassian states (the Burji Mamluks
and the Bahri Mamluks) and the Abbasid Caliph in Cairo, in order to strengthen their position among the Turkish
tribes disputing over leadership since they became an emirate under the founder Othman bin Ertugrul bin
Suleiman Shah, and when their rule was established in a wide area.

From Asia Minor, they formed a state that included under its banner many Turkish tribes and emirates, and even
various Byzantine rulers with the Emperor of Byzantium. After Sultan Mehmed the Conqueror was able to
conquer Constantinople and called it “Islam Bol” or “The Legacy of Islam,” the Ottoman sultans’ interest in the
Islamic East increased.

Especially the Islamic holy sites in Mecca, Medina, and Jerusalem, due to their importance in the Muslim faith,
and Islam’s close connection to them.

The interest of the Ottoman sultans in Al-Quds Al-Sharif began approximately nine decades before they conquered
it, as Sultan Murad I bin Muhammad bin Bayezid 1, who died in the year (855 AH, corresponding to 1451 AD),
arranged in the Dome of the Rock Mosque in Al-Quds Al-Sharif in the year (833 AH) for reciters to read the Holy
Qur’an to him.

The Sultans of Bani Uthman followed his example in taking care of Al-Quds Al-Sharif in particular and Palestine
in general, and after Sultan Selim I bin Bayezid conquered the Levant, including Palestine, he visited Jerusalem
on the sixth of Dhul-Hijjah in the year (922 AH, corresponding to the 30th of December 1516 AD), and he entered
Al-Agsa Mosque for the first time.
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The Blessed One prostrated himself in a prostration of thanksgiving to God Almighty, and said: “Praise be to God,
for today I am the protector of the first qibla.” Then he prayed in the Blessed Al-Agsa Mosque and the Dome of the
Rock Mosque, and visited the holy Islamic shrines in the city, then he visited the graves of the Companions,
followers, and righteous people, and he received and honored the notables of the city.

He kept them in their jobs, exempted them from taxes, gave them many gifts and prizes, and handed him the keys
to the two mosques.

The Ottomans’ interest in Palestine and Jerusalem continued until their last day there, and they left there many
architectural monuments and cultural heritage, of great material and moral value. When the British occupied
Jerusalem, the British commander Edmund Allenby showed his deep-rooted hatred for Islam and Muslims. He
said in a sermon he delivered at Bab al-Khalil: “Now the Crusade war has been victorious, and Jerusalem has
become ours forever”. He closed the “Salah al-Din al-Ayyubi Islamic College,” confiscated its material and cultural
properties, and gave them to his ally, France, thus eliminating the first Arab higher education institution in
Palestine and Jerusalem. Then the military governor appointed by Allenby for Jerusalem, “Ronald Storrs,”
followed suit and established an association called ”Jerusalem Lovers Association” showed its beautiful goals, and
concealed its malicious goals, which were represented in demolishing and removing any Islamic and Ottoman
Islamic monument that could be removed, and the first action he did after establishing this association was
“demolishing the ticking clock tower” that was built at the Hebron Gate on the occasion of the celebration. On the
silver anniversary of Sultan Abdul Hamid II's accession to the throne of the Ottoman Sultanate, i.e. twenty-five
years of his rule, the Sultan on that occasion gifted one hundred and forty-three of the most important cities in the
Ottoman Sultanate with precise clocks to keep time on them, due to the importance of time in Islamic culture.

Palestine had seven clocks in seven cities, one of which was the portion of Jerusalem. The tower was built and the
four clocks were placed on it. It was an architectural and artistic masterpiece according to many who saw it, and
the Muslims from the city and elsewhere rejoiced in it, just as other residents of the city rejoiced, because of its
accuracy. Its beauty and height were such that it could be seen from Bethlehem, a distance of just over ten
kilometers.

The British had shown all their malice against the Ottoman Empire, and mocked it with a saying they spread about
them to the effect: “The Turks entered the country in (922 AH / 1516 AD) on carts drawn by bulls, and they left
itin (1337 AH /1918 AD) on carts drawn by bulls as well”. However, many of the fair scholars who lived through
that period responded to that malicious statement against the British, including the professor and educationalist
Ibrahim Sanubar, who responded to the English governor of Nablus District when he asked him for a report on the
conditions of knowledge there, and he mentioned the statement before him, so he told him that the Ottomans had
done many things in Nablus, as for you, you have not built a single school room in twenty-seven years.

I have no doubt, through my studies in the memoirs of scholars and rulers in the last hundred years of the Ottoman
era in Palestine, and the era of the British occupation there as well, that the difference in work is vast, taking into
account the difference in time. The goal of the Ottomans was to build and serve the nation, and the goal of the
British was to demolish all landmarks. Islam, confiscating and stealing it, and serving their policy aimed at
implementing the promise of the criminal ”Arthur Balfour” to establish a national homeland for the Jews in
Palestine, as the Palestinian people are still paying the price for that with the blood of their children, and indeed
the entire nation is paying this price, with varying degrees in that.

In this research, 1 will talk about two of the most important aspects of the Ottoman civilization in Al-Quds Al-
Sharif. One of them was demolished by the British and their equipment was stolen, and it exists to this day in
London. The other is still standing as a witness to the injustice that the English and French occupation alliance
inflicted on the people of Palestine in general and Jerusalem in particular. They are: Tower The ticking clocks in
Bab al-Khalil, west of the city, and the Salah al-Din al-Ayyubi Islamic College in Bab al-Asbat, east of it.
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