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Abstract

To understand the Qur'an accurately, it is important to analyze the significant concepts
within it and uncover their relationships with each other. One of the most fundamental
concepts mentioned in the Qur’an is kufr. The concept of istihza (mockery) found in the
Qur’an is also one of the important concepts related to kufr. Therefore, we examine the
relationship between the concepts of kufr and istihza in the Qur'an through the analysis of
various Qur’anic verses. This study aims to analyze the relationship between the concepts of
kufr and istihza, as well as the nature of disbelievers' mockery. We are discussing the topic by
analyzing the Quranic verses that mention the concept of istihza. This study seeks to
contribute comprehensively to understanding these concepts from the perspective of the
Qur'an and to understanding the aspects of mockery among the disbelievers addressed in the
Qur'an. In the research, analysis and synthesis method were utilized. Additionally, it relied
on the thematic interpretation method, which is a specialized method in Tafsir research. In
the study, first, the concepts of kufr and istihza found in the Quran were analyzed.
Subsequently, the mockery of disbelievers according to the Quran was examined, and
ultimately, the relationship between kufr and istihza was determined from the perspective of
the Quran. The study has revealed that kufr is mostly used in the meaning of "being
ungrateful" and "not believing" in the Qur’an, and that kufr is the manifestation of “istikbar”
(arrogance) and “istighna” (self-sufficiency) according to the Qur’an. Additionally, the study
revealed that istihza means "to ridicule a person with the aim of belittling them" and that this
is directly linked to deniers' arrogance and self-perception as independent. Furthermore, the
study has demonstrated that disbelievers attempt to exert control over prophets and
believers through mockery.
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0z

Kur'ann dogru anlamak i¢in onda yer alan 6nemli kavramlari tahlil ederek onlarin
birbirleriyle iliskisini ortaya ¢ikarmak nemlidir. Kur’an’da gegen en temel kavramlardan biri
kiifiirdiir. Kur’an’da yer alan istihza kavrami da kiiftirle iliskisi olan 6nemli kavramlardan
biridir. Bu nedenle bu ¢alismada, Kur’an'da kiiflir ve istihza kavramlar1 arasindaki iliskiyi
Kur'an ayetlerini analiz ederek inceliyoruz. Ozellikle kafirleri istihzaya (alay etmeye) iten
zihinsel ve duygusal arka plam incelemeye odaklaniyoruz. Bu calisma, kiifiir ve istihza
kavramlar: arasindaki iligkiyi ve kéfirlerin alay etme durumlarinin mahiyetini analiz etmeyi
amaglamaktadir. Konuyu istihza kavraminin gectigi Kur’an ayetlerini analiz ederek
tartistyoruz. Bu ¢alisma Kur’an perspektifinden bu kavramlar: kapsamli bir sekilde anlamaya
ve Kuran'n muhataplarindan olan kéfirleri alay etme yonleriyle tanimaya katkida
bulunmaya ydneliktir. Arastirmada analiz ve sentez ydntemi kullanildi. Ayrica Tefsir
arastirmalarinda 6zel bir yéntem olan konulu tefsir ydntemi esas alindi. Calismada ilk olarak,
Kuran’da yer alan kiifiir ve istihza kavramlari analiz edildi, ardindan Kur’an’a gére kafirlerin
alay etme durumlari incelendi ve nihayetinde Kur'an agisindan kiifiir ve istihza arasindaki
iliski belirlendi. Calisma kiifriin Kur’an’da ¢ogunlukla “nankér olmak” ve “iman etmemek”
anlaminda kullanildigini, kiifriin Kur'an’a gore istikbarin (biiyiiklenmenin) ve istignanin
tezahiirii oldugunu ortaya koymustur. Bunun yaninda, istihzanin “gizli olarak kiigik
diislirmek maksadiyla biriyle alay etmek” anlamina geldigini ve kafirlerin biiyiiklenmeleri ve
kendilerini miistagni gérmeleri ile dogrudan iliskili oldugunu géstermistir. Ayrica, ¢alisma
kéfirlerin peygamberleri ve miiminleri istihza ile kontrol altina almaya calistiklarini ortaya
koymustur.
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Extended Abstract

To understand the Qur'an correctly, it is important to analyze the important concepts
therein and elucidate their relationships. One of the most fundamental concepts mentioned
in the Qur'an is "ss/kufr". Another crucial concept is the concept of ".i:ul/istihza"
(mockery). Additionally, the word "% A /suhriyye" is present in the Qur'an, which carries
a similar meaning to ":i;::21/istihza". In addition, some words have been used in meanings
similar to the word ";i:ui/istihza". " s /Kufr" and ".1;3.2/istihza" are concepts that are
closely related to each other. Therefore, in this study, we aim to examine the relationship
between "is/kufr" and ".53:51/istihza" by analyzing Qur'anic verses. We particularly focus
on examining the psychological and emotional background that drives disbelievers to
mock. This study aims to analyze the relationship between the concepts of " s/kufr" and
"ss0)/istihza", and to examine the nature of disbelievers' mockery. The topic is
beingdiscussed by analyzing Qur'anic verses that mention the concept of ".i:21/istihza".
The research aims to contribute to a better understanding of these concepts from the
Qur'anic perspective and to shed light on the mockery aspects of disbelievers, who are
addressed in the Qur'an. The research employed the method of analysis and synthesis.
Additionally, it relied on the thematic exegesis approach, which is a specialized method
used in Tafsir studies. Initially, the concepts of "s/kiifr" and ".ii/istihza" were
examined. Subsequently, the mockery of disbelievers was investigated, and as a result, the
relationship between " s/kiifr" and ".1;i2/istihza" in the Quran was determined. The
following key findings and conclusions have been reached in the research: " s«/Kufr" is an
Arabic word that carries the meanings of covering or concealing. During the era of
Jahiliyyah (pre-Islamic period of ignorance), it was used as the opposite of faith and
gratitude. It was the opposite of faith because it covered the truth, and it was the opposite
of gratitude because it covered blessings. Therefore, " i/kufr" includes both the act of
covering up and the act of deliberately ignoring or denying. In the Qur'an, " «/kufr" is used
primarily in the contexts of ingratitude and as the opposite of faith. words such as
",24/juhud" (ingratitude) and "_\Si)/inkar" (denial) are also used in the Qur'an to denote
the concept of "u/kufr". Additionally, words like "Jwi/dalal"  or
"I~/ dalale"(misguidance) and " ;2 /ghawa" or ";@;/ ghawiya" (to go astray) fall within the
semantic structure of the concept of " :s/kufr". Another word within the category of
" /kufr" is "4 = /shirk" (associating partners with Allah). " «/Kufr" serves as a collective
term for various sins, one of which is "4, /shirk". The polytheists have veiled the truth that
Allah is the only deity by associating partners with Him and viewing Him as an entity with
whom direct communication cannot be established in their minds. Consequently, they
place Allah in a position where direct connection with Him is not established in their minds,
relegating Him to a distant deity in their lives. This fundamentally "5 = /shirk" aligns with

ihya Uluslararas: Islam Arastirmalari Dergisi | ISSN: 2149-2344



834+ o S T3 Lff;\)wwjﬂ_{syw Fe ]|

the meanings of "covering" and "concealing" inherent in the concept of " is/kufr". To
characterize " s /kufr", words such as " Ji:/zulm" (oppression), " 525/fisq" (sin), ", -3/ fujur"
(immorality), "e5/jurm" (crime), "ssj/ilhad" (heresy), "J/ism" (sin), "iw/israf"
(excessiveness), and " il /tughyan" (transgression) have been used. Behaviors leading to
and nurturing disbelief are illustrated in the Qur'an as "_.i&/tekzib" (denial) and

"_.i&/tekzib," meaning "denial," is used

" eol/istikbar" (arrogance). Among these,
interchangeably with " i/kufr" in the Qur'an. The prominent dimensions of the concept
of " /kufr" are evident in the manifestations of ",s.i/istikbar" (arrogance) and
"Lasa/istighna"  (self-sufficiency). Another significant concept in the Qur'an is
".1:0)/istihza", derived from the root word ".3:/huz" or "sj/huzuv", which means "to
mock". Alongside ".;;:21/istihza", there is also the word "% 4./suhriyye", which carries a
similar meaning, While the semantic fields of ":;i:i/istihza" and "% iz /subriyye" are
closely related, "% A/suhriyye" encompasses the additional meanings of "dominance,
control, and subjugation" over the one being mocked. The word "1z, /dihk" (laugh), is also
occasionally used in the Qur'an to denote "mockery". Additionally, words like " _sj/lou'ab"
(play) and ";33/lahw" (diversion) are used in the context of mockery. Furthermore, words
like "Ji/hazl" (jest) and "isi/fukaha" (ridicule), while words like " itise./istihfaf"
(mockery) and ".;3/izdira" (disdain) are used to express the act of ".y:./istihza".
".1;4:51/Istihza closely relates to the arrogance of the disbelievers and their self-sufficiency.
According to the Quran, disbelievers who have arrogance in their hearts have become like
the blind, deaf, and mute in the face of the verses, and they have not used their intellects.
This condition has led them to resort to mockery. Moreover, they have attempted to
undermine the morale of the prophets and believers in order to control them. Indeed, in
the Qur'an, when it mentions the mockery of the disbelievers towards the prophets and
believers, predominantly derivatives of the word "% 4../suhriyye" are used. This word not
only signifies "mocking" but also implies "bringing the mocked under control". According
to the Qur’an, disbelievers have employed mockery as a method of struggle and a weapon
to prevent people from embracing faith, while they themselves have remained distant from
faith. Thus, they have harmed themselves with their mockery. Believers should strongly
avoid mockery because it is a manifestation of arrogance and self-sufficiency, which leads
to disbelief and nurtures it, a characteristic specific to disbelievers.
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