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Abstract

In this study, the evidence used by Nasir al-Din al-Tasi to prove the existence of abstract mind (d. 672/1274) is examined. He developed his proof method in
parallel with the proof methods of previous thinkers. For this reason, the approaches of pre-Tusi thinkers are also included in the scope of our study. It is
understood that the mind, which corresponds to the concept of nous, has expressed different meanings over time in the history of Islamic philosophy. In fact,
although this concept was used epistemologically in the early periods of Islamic philosophy, it was handled in a way that had ontological value in later periods.
For example, philosophers such as Farabi (d. 339/950) and Avicenna (d. 428/1037) used reason in the sense of the principle of existence, in addition to the meanings
of knowledge and perception it contains in terms of its functionality. The reason for this is that especially those two philosophers explain the existence by
adhering to the theory of emanation. However, before using reason in this sense, philosophers discussed its existence and tried to prove it in different ways.
Especially the mentioned philosophers accepted the mind as existing because they saw it as a requirement of the emanation theory. But al-Ttisi does not find their
approach in this direction correct. In fact, al-Tiisi, who philosophically generally follows Peripatetic philosophers such as Ibn Sina, partially differs from them
regarding the origin of existence. Because al-Tdisi criticizes the emanation theory. For this reason, he also criticizes the emanation-centered evidence that
Avicenna used to prove the existence of abstract mind. However, although he criticizes the evidence in question, especially in his work tajrid al-i‘tiqad, he
generally accepts the existence of abstract mind. He also, he wrote an independent treatise called Risaalet'iin fi isbati’l-“akl el-Miicerred to prove the existence of
abstract reason. The philosopher wrote an independent treatise of summary value to prove the existence of abstract mind. In the treatise in question, he tries to
prove the existence of abstract mind with an evidence consisting of eight introductions. The philosopher's evidence is actually built on epistemological
foundations. Namely, he sees the abstract mind as the source of mental forms and sometimes refers to it as nefsul-amr. According to al-Tdisi, proving the existence
of abstract mind is only possible by starting from the universal forms and essential knowledge that humans perceive. Because there must be an external criterion
that measures the accuracy of the information we accept as accurate. Thus, he argues that the criterion is abstract reason. In fact, this evidence was developed
for the possibility of true knowledge. Because, although the philosopher's aim here is to prove the existence of the abstract mind, in a sense, it is to protect the
accuracy of such information by mentally proving the existence of the source of that essential and essential information. When Tusi's approach is looked at from
this perspective, it is understood that it is a valuable approach because it proves the possibility of true knowledge. In addition, although the introductions that
constitute the philosopher's evidence are found in the books of previous philosophers, it is possible to say that they are original in terms of composition.
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Bu calismada Nasiriiddin et-Tlst'nin soyut aklin varligini ispatlamada kullandig1 (6. 672/1274) deliller incelenmektedir. Diisiiniiriin bu husustaki ispatlama
ydntemi bir bakima énceki diisiintirlerin kullandiklari yontemlere paralel olarak gelistirilmistir. Bu sebeple T(isi 8ncesi diisiiniirlerin konuyla alakali gériisleri
calismanin kapsamina dahil edilmistir. Bdylece calismanin ilk béliimlerinde meseleye doniik énceki filozoflarin yaklagimlar: ele alinmistir. TOs'nin gériisiine
kaynak teskil eden s6z konusu siireg incelendiginde, Nous kavramina tekabiil eden aklin, islam felsefe tarihinde zamanla farkli manalar ifade etmis oldugu anlasilir.
Oyle ki Islam felsefesinin ilk dénemlerinde bu kavram epistemolojik olarak kullanilmis, sonraki dénemlerde ise ontolojik degere sahip olacak sekilde ele alinmustir.
Ornegin Farabi (8. 339/950) ve ibn Sina (6. 428/1037) gibi filozoflar akly, islevselligi itibariyla icerdigi bilgi ve idrak anlamlarina ilaveten varlik ilkesi olarak da
gormiisleridir. Bunun sebebi ise dzellikle o iki filozofun varlii suddir nazariyesine bagh kalarak agiklamalaridir. Ancak onlar akli bu manada kullanmadan énce
onun varhgini tartigmis ve farkli yollarla onu ispatlamaya calismislardir. Ozellikle adi gegen filozoflar akli sudir nazariyesine dayal olarak agiklamislar ve yine
ayni teoriye dayanarak onun varhiini ispatlamiglardir. Fakat ¢alismanin konusu olan T{is! ise miicerret aklin varliginin bu yontemle ispatlanmasini dogru bulmaz.
Aslinda, felsefi olarak genelde ibn Sina gibi MessAt filozoflar: birgok meselede takip eden Tust, varligin baslangici baglaminda onlardan kismen ayrilir. Oyle ki Ttis?
ibn Stn&’nin varhig: agiklamak icin gelistirmis oldugu ilaht feyz teorisini elestirir. Bu sebeple o, ibn Sind’nin konuya déniik kullandigi sudtir merkezli delilini de
tenkit eder. Ancak séz konusu delili bilhassa Tecridir’l-i‘tikad eserinde elestirse de genel olarak soyut aklin varligini kabul eder. Buna ilaveten onun varhgini
ispatlamak i¢in de miistakil bir risale olan RisaAlet’iin fi isbati’l-‘akl el-Miicerred adli risalesini kaleme alir. Filozof muhtasar olan sz konusu risalesinde soyut
aklin varhigini yedi mukaddimeden olusan bir delil ile ispatlamaya ¢alisir. Kullanilan delil ise esasinda epistemolojik temeller tizerine insa edilmektedir. Séyle ki
o, soyut akli, makdl sfiretlerin kaynag olarak goriir ve kimi zaman da ona nefsiil-emr adini verir. Tls’ye gore bu tiir aklin varligim kanitlamak, ancak insanin
idrak ettigi kiilli stiretler ve zaruri bilgilerden yola ¢ikmakla miimkiindiir. Zira kesin bir sekilde dogru olarak kabul ettigimiz bilginin dogrulugunu olgiimleyen
disarida bir kistasin olmasi gerekir. Bdylece o kistasin soyut akil oldugunu ileri siirer. Siiphesiz T(si'nin bu delili gercek bilginin imkanina yénelik gelistirilmistir.
Zira filozofun buradaki amaci zahiren soyut aklin varligini ispatlamak olsa da bir bakima bedihf ve zarur bilgilerin kaynaginin varligin aklen ispatlayarak bu tiir
bilgilerin dogrulugunu savunmaktir. T(st'nin yaklasgimina bu agidan bakildiginda, gercek bilginin imkanin ispatladigindan dolay: degerli bir yaklasim oldugu
anlasilir. Buna ilaveten filozofun delilini olusturan mukaddimeler 6nceki filozoflarin kitaplarinda bulunsa da terkip itibariyla 6zgiin oldugunu sdylemek
miimkiindiir. Nitekim ¢alismay1 6nemli kilan 6zellik de esasinda budur. Zira bu ¢alisma soyut aklin varligim epistemolojik temellere dayanarak ispatlamanin
miimkiin oldugunu séyleyen bir yaklasima 151k tutmaktadir.
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