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ABSTRACT 
Th�s research art�cle explores the �ntr�cate relat�onsh�p
between part�san med�a and �ts effects on m�nor�ty groups—
spec�f�cally Afr�can Amer�cans, Lat�nos, and As�ans—�n
Amer�can pol�t�cal d�scourse. By analyz�ng news headl�nes
from major cable news networks such as CNN, Fox, and
MSNBC, the study �nvest�gates how select�ve fram�ng and
b�ased coverage �nfluence the portrayal of these m�nor�ty
groups. Ut�l�z�ng sent�ment analys�s on a dataset from
Lex�sNex�s, the study �dent�f�es a predom�nance of negat�ve
tones �n news headl�nes related to these groups. The
f�nd�ngs reveal how part�san med�a contr�butes to pol�t�cal
polar�zat�on by re�nforc�ng ex�st�ng b�ases and foster�ng echo
chambers. Th�s polar�zat�on exacerbates soc�etal d�v�s�ons by
shap�ng publ�c percept�ons �n ways that deepen prejud�ces
and confl�ct. The study underscores the need for more
�nclus�ve med�a pract�ces to m�t�gate the adverse effects of
part�san coverage and promote a more equ�table and
�nformed soc�ety.
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Introduct�on 
Part�san med�a s�gn�f�cantly �nfluences publ�c percept�ons of vulnerable m�nor�ty
groups through select�ve fram�ng and b�as. In today’s med�a landscape, outlets
w�th d�st�nct pol�t�cal lean�ngs often ta�lor news coverage to re�nforce the b�ases
and preconcept�ons of the�r aud�ences, a phenomenon known as select�ve
exposure. Th�s process creates echo chambers where �nd�v�duals are exposed
pr�mar�ly to �nformat�on that al�gns w�th the�r preex�st�ng v�ews, thereby w�den�ng
pol�t�cal polar�zat�on (Garrett, 2009, p. 270; Iyengar & Hahn, 2009, p. 34).

Part�san med�a frequently portrays m�nor�ty groups—such as Lat�nos, As�ans, and
Afr�can Amer�cans—negat�vely, part�cularly concern�ng �ssues l�ke cr�me,
�mm�grat�on, and cultural d�fferences (Ble�ch et al., 2018). Such b�ased fram�ng not
only perpetuates stereotypes but also contr�butes to fract�ous soc�etal d�v�s�ons by
alter�ng the way �n wh�ch aud�ences perce�ve and relate to these commun�t�es.
Indeed, research conducted by Valent�no et al., (2004), conf�rms the cause-and-
effect nature of part�san med�a and pol�t�cal polar�zat�on through the
re�nforcement of strong part�san d�v�d�ng l�nes as a result of prejud�ced med�a
coverage, lead�ng to �ncreased d�scord w�th�n soc�ety (p. 351). Th�s �ntroduct�on
sets �n context how part�san med�a really makes an �mpact on publ�c d�scourse
and affects att�tudes toward m�nor�ty groups �n the Un�ted States, hence form�ng
a stage through wh�ch understand�ng could proceed w�th respect to how such
polar�zat�on, dr�ven by the med�a, results �n b�gger r�ps w�th�n soc�ety.

I. L�terature Rev�ew
A. Part�san Med�a and B�as
Part�san news med�a have become prevalent, broadcast�ng news that caters to
spec�f�c pol�t�cal �deolog�es. Pr�or (2013) agrees that cable telev�s�on prov�des
select�v�ty �n that people can choose news med�a that favor present cho�ces. Th�s,
accord�ng to Pr�or, �s what �s referred to as select�ve exposure, of wh�ch �t renders
the med�a space fractured; therefore, people are ever l�sten�ng to �nd�v�duals'
op�n�ons that reflect the�r own (p.110). Garrett (2009) argues that select�ve
exposure �s much more l�kely to strengthen att�tudes rather than just ma�nta�n�ng
them, wh�ch can further exaggerate the effects of pol�t�cal polar�zat�on through a
type of news consumpt�on that conf�rms �deolog�cal or�entat�on and re�nforces
people's v�ews on polar�zed publ�c matters (p. 267). Iyengar and Hahn (2009) f�nd
that those most pol�t�cally �nvolved are most l�kely to seek out and be persuaded
by news from sources they perce�ve as al�gn�ng w�th the�r part�sansh�p, thus
cont�nu�ng the pattern of select�ve exposure (p. 25).
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Arceneaux and Johnson (2013) add to th�s po�nt by show�ng that the development
of part�san med�a also means �ncreased skept�c�sm toward news sources outs�de
a person's �deology. Such select�ve skept�c�sm �s a further condu�t �n polar�z�ng
publ�c op�n�on �n that people become more entrenched �n the�r �deolog�cal
pos�t�ons (p. 227). Moreover, Stroud (2010) states that th�s behav�or no longer stays
w�th�n the conf�nes of news consumpt�on but has sp�llover effects onto platforms
of soc�al med�a, �n wh�ch people would now tend to follow and engage w�th
others who post contents that best su�t the�r bel�efs, hence further entrench�ng
select�ve exposure w�th�n the d�g�tal age (p. 557).

More recent stud�es conducted dur�ng the pres�dency of Trump shed more l�ght
on th�s. For �nstance, Benkler et al. (2018) argue that "�ncreas�ngly, the med�a
ecosystem has become polar�zed." That �s to say, conservat�ve med�a created a
large part of an alternat�ve real�ty for the�r aud�ences. Th�s alternat�ve real�ty has
huge bear�ngs on pol�t�cal d�scourse and publ�c percept�on al�ke (p. 312). L�kew�se,
accord�ng to Pew Research Center (2020), the hab�ts of news consumpt�on
among Amer�cans have polar�zed along part�san l�nes: Republ�cans and
Democrats trust d�fferent news sources and perce�ve real�ty.

Levendusky (2013) further argues that part�san med�a can lead to further
�ncreases �n affect�ve polar�zat�on, where�n the concerned �nd�v�duals d�sagree not
only on pol�t�cal �ssues but also bear negat�ve feel�ngs toward members of the
oppos�te party. These k�nds of affect�ve polar�zat�ons g�ve way to �ncreased soc�al
d�v�s�on and decreased w�ll�ngness to engage �n b�part�san cooperat�on (p. 611).
Furthermore, accord�ng to a recent art�cle by Guess et al. (2018), at least some
k�nds of part�san med�a exposure modulate pol�t�cal leg�t�macy percept�ons and
even democrat�c �nst�tut�on d�strust among strong part�sans. 

Wh�le these stud�es prov�de valuable �ns�ghts �nto select�ve exposure and med�a
fragmentat�on, �t �s cruc�al to l�nk these f�nd�ngs to the hypothes�s of the current
study, wh�ch �nvest�gates the �mpact of med�a part�sansh�p on m�nor�ty �ssues. By
understand�ng the mechan�sms of select�ve exposure and �ts �mpact on pol�t�cal
polar�zat�on, we can explore how med�a part�sansh�p �nfluences publ�c percept�on
and d�scourse surround�ng m�nor�ty �ssues. Th�s connect�on �s essent�al to
demonstrate why the selected l�terature �s relevant and how �t addresses ex�st�ng
gaps �n research. The l�terature, however, rev�ewed h�ghl�ghts the �mportance of
understand�ng select�ve exposure and med�a fragmentat�on �n the context of
pol�t�cal polar�zat�on. However, there �s a gap �n exam�n�ng how these phenomena
spec�f�cally �mpact m�nor�ty �ssues. 
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The art�cles chosen are cruc�al because they prov�de a foundat�on for explor�ng
the broader �mpl�cat�ons of med�a part�sansh�p. By address�ng th�s gap, the
current study a�ms to contr�bute to the understand�ng of how part�san med�a
�nfluences publ�c op�n�on and pol�cy regard�ng m�nor�ty commun�t�es.

Stud�es have shown that part�san news med�a have ga�ned �ncreased prevalence
where �t del�vers news that �s d�rected to spec�f�c pol�t�cal �deolog�es. Pr�or (2013)
was �n agreement that cable telev�s�on and the �nternet had allowed select�v�ty
where people could choose news outlets that re�nforced the�r pr�or bel�efs �n what
they hear and read on a rout�ne bas�s; th�s �s referred to as select�ve exposure (p.
101). Th�s has �n turn created the fragmentat�on of the med�a env�ronment where
one predom�nantly gets the�r v�ews upheld.

The select�ve exposure proposed by Garrett (2009) �s more l�kely to act as a
mechan�sm for att�tude strengthen�ng rather than merely ma�nta�n�ng att�tudes
and bel�efs. Consequently, �t has the potent�al to exacerbate pol�t�cal polar�zat�on.
It �s even poss�ble that news consumpt�on that re�nforces a person's �deolog�cal
or�entat�on can turn someone �nto an entrencher w�th polar�zed publ�c v�ews (p.
268). However, Iyengar and Hahn (2009) have shown that th�s trend �s even more
accentuated �n h�gh-pol�t�cally-�nvolved people, who are more l�kely to look for
and trust �n news sources that show the�r part�san lean�ngs (p. 33).

B. Inc�v�l�ty �n Pol�t�cal D�scourse
Increased �nc�v�l�ty �n pol�t�cal d�scourse has gone hand �n hand w�th such part�san
med�a. Inc�v�l�ty, understood as �mpert�nence and rudeness �n behav�or, has
transformed �tself to become emblemat�c of most pol�t�cal commun�cat�on �n
Amer�ca. Research has �dent�f�ed the use of unc�v�l terms along w�th an unc�v�l
tone as common strateg�es used by part�san med�a to appeal to and �nflame the�r
aud�ence (Sob�eraj & Berry, 2011, p. 23). Th�s use of �nc�v�l�ty �s not styl�st�c �n nature
but strateg�c �n an attempt to draw upon the emot�ons that would serve to
�ncrease aud�ence loyalty (Borah, 2013, p. 460).

The term part�san, however, has negat�ve connotat�ons. Engag�ng �n med�a-dr�ven
�nc�v�l�ty may part�cularly be v�ewed as tr�v�al. However, one needs to acknowledge
that be�ng part�san per se �s not negat�ve. Instead, �t reflects great support for a
part�cular party or �deology, wh�ch many people feel �s very pos�t�ve—a way of
express�ng the�r pol�t�cal �dent�ty and creed. However, the manner �n wh�ch
part�san med�a channels �mplement �nc�v�l�ty to engage the�r aud�ence helps
foster a more host�le and polar�zed pol�t�cal env�ronment. 
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In th�s sense, part�san med�a often turn to �nc�v�l�ty as a tool for strengthen�ng and
mob�l�z�ng the�r base, contr�but�ng to polar�zat�on. The feel�ng or express�on of
�nc�v�l�ty may convey an assoc�at�on w�th part�sansh�p. The object�ve w�ll be an
understand�ng of how publ�c pol�t�cal d�scourse has been altered through the
art�culat�on of the use of unc�v�l rhetor�c by part�san med�a that contr�butes to a
more content�ous and polar�zed pol�t�cal landscape.

Accord�ng to Mutz (2016), v�ewers are more attent�ve dur�ng unc�v�l d�scourse w�th
he�ghtened emot�onal responses to �t, wh�le Gerva�s (2017) showed how exposure
to �nc�v�l�ty m�ght he�ghten pol�t�cal part�c�pat�on by el�c�t�ng strong emot�onal
react�ons. Some researchers, such as Mutz (2016) and Gerva�s (2017), have argued
that med�a �nc�v�l�ty m�ght prove effect�ve at captur�ng aud�ence attent�on but
evoke strong psycholog�cal �mpacts (p.18).

Accord�ng to Mutz (2016), v�ewers are more attent�ve dur�ng unc�v�l d�scourse w�th
he�ghtened emot�onal responses to �t, wh�le Gerva�s (2017) showed how exposure
to �nc�v�l�ty m�ght he�ghten pol�t�cal part�c�pat�on by el�c�t�ng strong emot�onal
react�ons.

Brooks and Geer (2007) have also po�nted out that �nformat�on �n pol�t�cal ads
generally carr�es �nc�v�l�ty �n part�san med�a, wh�ch may �nstantly generate
negat�ve effects on pol�t�cal part�c�pat�on. On one s�de, �t effect�vely mob�l�zes the
core supporters, wh�le on the other s�de, �t tends to m�slead the moderate and
undec�ded voters. Th�s process gradually d�m�n�shes the turnout of voters and
thus decl�nes democrat�c part�c�pat�on (p. 11). On the one hand, med�a �nc�v�l�ty
can effect�vely mob�l�ze core const�tuenc�es; for example, Sob�eraj and Berry (2011)
demonstrate that unc�v�l d�scourse can actually enhance pol�t�cal part�c�pat�on
among part�san v�ewers. On the other hand, �t tends to al�enate moderate and
�ndependent voters, thereby feed�ng pol�t�cal cyn�c�sm and lead�ng to grow�ng
d�strust �n the med�a, as has been noted by Mutz (2015). Th�s can be the process
that gradually dampens voter turnout and general democrat�c part�c�pat�on, as
supported by stud�es such as Mutz and Reeves (2005), wh�ch show that exposure
to unc�v�l pol�t�cal talk can dr�ve down the urge to part�c�pate �n pol�t�cs among
less part�san people. 

C. Polar�zat�on and Publ�c Op�n�on
The l�nk between part�san med�a and publ�c op�n�on has been more w�dely
d�scussed, w�th some emp�r�cal ev�dence cla�m�ng that part�san med�a contr�bute
to pol�t�cal polar�zat�on (Pr�or 2013; Levendusky & Malhotra; Garrett et al., 2019).
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Regular exposure to part�san news sources leads one to be more pol�t�cally
polar�zed; a person becomes extreme �n h�s personal v�ews. Thus, th�s effect �s
further re�nforced for an �nd�v�dual who regularly accesses sources of part�san
news, wh�ch only deepens the �deolog�cal gaps among the electorate (Dav�s &
Dunaway, 2016). The relat�onsh�p between part�san med�a and publ�c op�n�on has
been w�dely d�scussed, and concrete ev�dence tends to �nd�cate that part�san
med�a further spur pol�t�cal polar�zat�on. For example, Stroud (2010) found that
rout�ne exposure to part�san news sources tends to polar�ze those �n the sample
pol�t�cally, mov�ng them toward extreme personal v�ews (p. 557). Furthermore,
Arceneaux and Johnson (2013) have suggested that th�s effect �s deepened for
those who hab�tually access part�san news, further w�den�ng the �deolog�cal
sch�sms among the electorate (p. 214). 

Levendusky (2013) went a step further to say how part�san med�a re�nforces
already-held bel�efs but also bu�lds new ones. Th�s �s poss�ble because part�san
outlets always have �n them the debunk�ng ab�l�t�es of sw�ng�ng percept�ons and
react�ons that people have towards pol�t�cal events by the mode of �nformat�on
presentat�on �n �deolog�cal consonance w�th that �deology (p. 611). By fram�ng
news and events �n ways that best serve part�cular �deolog�cal perspect�ves,
part�san med�a manage to powerfully �nfluence and somet�mes even sh�ft publ�c
op�n�on. Thus, the shap�ng of publ�c op�n�on can have very �mportant
consequences w�th respect to pol�t�cal behav�or �n w�der terms, such as those
related to vot�ng patterns and c�v�c engagement.. Also, Baum and Groel�ng (2008)
�nd�cate the �nfluence that part�san med�a holds �n agenda sett�ng; through story
select�on and fram�ng, part�san outlets determ�ne what the publ�c w�ll come to
v�ew as �mportant and �n what way these matters should be v�ewed (p. 348). In
th�s way, they come off as hav�ng an edge to alter d�scourse w�th�n the publ�c
sphere and dr�ve on the mechan�sm of polar�zat�on.

D. The Role of Soc�al Med�a
Th�s relat�onsh�p between part�san med�a and pol�t�cal polar�zat�on has even
become more complex w�th the r�se of soc�al med�a. Most of th�s major news �ssue
content �s ever-�ncreas�ng and more often d�str�buted through soc�al med�a,
wh�ch has pos�t�oned them �n the league of becom�ng �mportant news sources.
Accord�ng to Bakshy et al., (2015), users of soc�al med�a subsequently have a h�gh
probab�l�ty of pay�ng attent�on to the news that resonates w�th the�r pol�t�cal
pred�spos�t�ons, hence deepen�ng select�ve exposure and add�ng to echo
chambers where d�scordant v�ews are seldom heard (p. 1130).
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However, Tucker et al., (2018), argue that algor�thms used to personal�ze content
on soc�al med�a �ncrease the polar�zat�on of pol�t�cs. By surfac�ng �nformat�on that
resonates w�th user preferences, the algor�thms create feedback loops through
wh�ch users become exposed to more and more extreme v�ews, creat�ng echo
chambers that result �n the sow�ng of d�v�s�veness �nto the pol�t�cal landscape.
Th�s worsens not just d�fferent�als but also fosters �nc�v�l�ty because content�ous
and outrageous content �s promoted. Pol�t�cal polar�zat�on �s strengthened by
soc�al med�a �nteract�ons that magn�fy the soc�al �dent�ty processes �nvolved.
Soc�al val�dat�on from engag�ng w�th pol�t�cally l�ke-m�nded others on soc�al
med�a strengthens part�san �dent�ty and, �n turn, host�l�ty toward pol�t�cal out-
group members (p. 53).

The role that soc�al med�a has played �n pol�t�cs has been not�ced more dur�ng the
COVID-19 per�od and w�th the r�se of AI. For �nstance, C�nell� et al. (2021) found that
dur�ng the pandem�c, m�s�nformat�on cascaded over soc�al med�a very fast, hence
�ncreas�ng pol�t�cal polar�zat�on and affect�ng publ�c op�n�on related to health
measures (p. 5). Further, Pappalardo et., (2020) found that AI-based algor�thms of
soc�al med�a platforms ampl�f�ed echo chambers, lead�ng to �ncreased pol�t�cal
extrem�sm w�th reduced exposure to a w�de range of v�ewpo�nts (p. 14). These
stud�es thus put forward the tw�n effect of soc�al med�a work�ng pos�t�vely and
negat�vely and hence requ�re measures concern�ng the effects of negat�ve tones
on m�nor�t�es when v�ewed through the lenses of pol�t�cal polar�zat�on.

E. Part�san Med�a Frames and M�nor�ty Groups
Much of the research on part�san med�a has focused on the�r effect on
ma�nstream consumpt�on (Stroud, 2010). Increas�ngly, however, a small but
grow�ng level of l�terature exam�nes the �mpact of part�san med�a on m�nor�ty
populat�ons such as Lat�nos, As�ans, and Afr�can Amer�cans (Mastro & Stamps,
2018; Abrajano et.al., 2020).  B�ased fram�ng and coverage can shape select�ve
percept�ons of these rac�al or ethn�c med�a groups. For �nstance, ev�dence has �t
that part�san med�a seek to represent m�nor�ty groups of �mm�grants and people
of color �n negat�ve terms by focus�ng on cr�me and �mm�grat�on �ssues and
cultural separateness from the ma�nstream culture (Heather & Em�ly, 2019, p. 13;
Tukach�nsky et.al, 2017, p. 546). Th�s select�ve fram�ng may only end up further
stereotyp�ng these groups and enhanc�ng rac�al and ethn�c tens�on �n soc�et�es.

For example, negat�ve med�a dep�ct�ons of the�r groups are known to create
�nfluences on prejud�ce and other poor att�tudes (Appel & Weber, 2021, p. 10). 
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Th�s �s even worse when the same �s re�terated and re�nforced by part�san med�a
outlets, wh�ch, once aga�n, would have the�r vested �nterests �n present�ng some
k�nds of narrat�ves to aud�ences. More abstractly, part�san med�a frames are
bel�eved to �mpact m�nor�ty pol�t�cal behav�or and engagement. Such emp�r�cal
research has shown that slanted coverage can shape how m�nor�ty voters v�ew
cand�dates, part�es, and �ssues and, hence, may well sway the�r vote (M�ngx�ao
et.al, 2018, p. 1094), and �n those elect�ons where the turnout of such m�nor�t�es
can change the f�nal result, slanted coverage does affect whether they w�ll show
up to vote.

II. Methodology
The methodology of the research �n th�s sect�on centers on a m�xed-method
approach w�th both qual�tat�ve and quant�tat�ve elements, underp�nned by a
cod�ng system developed by Benson (2014). Th�s cod�ng system allows for analys�s
that makes use of the headl�nes of art�cles as the pr�mary sampl�ng un�t.
Exam�n�ng headl�nes w�thout pay�ng attent�on to the text �tself makes the
analyt�cal process eas�er and more focused. Headl�nes are attent�on getters and
heur�st�c shortcuts (N�sar & Ble�ch, 2020); hence, they help �n understand�ng the
general tone and fram�ng of any news art�cles.

Cable network headl�nes not only �nd�cate the subject and summar�ze the major
�nformat�on of the news art�cle, but they also attempt to ass�st the reader �n
understand�ng the mean�ng of the text (Bonyad� & Samuel, 2013). The content
perce�ved by readers through headl�nes has proved to affect the way people
perce�ve news much better than the art�cle's full text (Ifant�dou, 2009). Although
focus�ng on headl�nes does not render full texts superfluous, headl�nes prov�de a
valuable measure of publ�c percept�ons of groups and top�cs of general �nterest,
as well as reaff�rm and shape consumers' att�tudes toward these groups and
top�cs. The cable networks that were chosen to exam�ne the�r headl�nes are: Cable
News Network (CNN), Fox Cable Network (Fox), and MSNBC. We chose these
three because they are somet�mes referred to as the "b�g three"(Pew Research
Center, 2020), and also because they have both l�beral and conservat�ve b�as.

The sampl�ng strategy employed �s strat�f�ed purposeful sampl�ng. Th�s approach
ensures that the sample accurately reflects the d�str�but�on of headl�nes from
each cable network over t�me and �ncludes a comprehens�ve representat�on of
the networks' coverage. The author conducted sent�ment analys�s on all the
headl�nes of those cable networks us�ng the Lex�sNex�s dataset. Sent�ment
analys�s emp�r�cally determ�nes the tone of a headl�ne by exam�n�ng occurrences
of pos�t�ve and negat�ve words �n a corpus of documents(Bhonde et al., 2015). 
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For th�s reason, we use the Lex�sNex�s database to extract news art�cles from all
sect�ons of Cable News Network, Fox Cable Network, and MSNBC between
November 8, 2016 and November 8, 2021 that conta�n root words assoc�ated w�th
each of our groups. Here are the root words:

Afr�can Amer�cans OR Afr�can Amer�can OR Black Amer�can OR Black Amer�cans
As�an Amer�cans OR As�an Amer�can

Lat�nos OR Lat�no OR Lat�no OR Lat�nos

We next removed art�cles that were not connected to our groups of �nterest by
remov�ng those that merely �ncluded extraneous phrases l�ke "Lat�na". In�t�ally, we
d�d not search for root words such as Ch�nese, Japanese, or Mex�can Amer�can.  
Th�s dec�s�on was made to ma�nta�n the focus on m�nor�ty groups who are c�t�zens
or permanent res�dents w�th�n the US, rather than �mm�grants who are often
�dent�f�ed by the�r country of or�g�n. Includ�ng such root words would s�gn�f�cantly
broaden the scope of our study, necess�tat�ng a fundamental redes�gn of our data
collect�on, sampl�ng, and analys�s processes. Our current approach ensures that
the study rema�ns manageable and ma�nta�ns �ts analyt�cal r�gor by
concentrat�ng on well-def�ned and spec�f�c group�ngs.

These select�ons guarantee that all of the art�cles �n our dataset are d�rectly
connected to our selected groups of �nterest. For our f�ve-year analys�s, we kept all
of the art�cles publ�shed w�th�n the g�ven t�meframe. Our sampl�ng method
employed an analyt�cal strategy to �nspect those selected headl�nes, remov�ng
dupl�cates and those w�th ne�ther pos�t�ve nor negat�ve tone.

Th�s method ensured that the sample accurately reflected the headl�ne
d�str�but�on from each cable network over t�me. Table 1 presents the quant�ty of
headl�nes publ�shed by the three cable networks over f�ve years, along w�th the
f�nal sample. 

The qual�tat�ve method was employed to conduct a d�scourse analys�s to ga�n an
understand�ng of the fram�ng and tone of the headl�nes. Th�s qual�tat�ve
component was the analys�s of language �n the headl�nes to establ�sh �f any
patterns of select�ve fram�ng and pol�t�cal d�scourses were ev�dent. We therefore
rel�ed on some key pol�t�cal sc�ence and �nternat�onal relat�ons scholars, �nclud�ng
Entman (1993) �n fram�ng theory, Marcus (2000) on the �nfluence of pol�t�cal
commun�cat�on, and Baum (2003) on med�a effects and publ�c op�n�on. F�nally,
we �ntegrated the �deas of Goffman (1959), self-presentat�on, and fram�ng, as well
as K�ngdon, w�th thoughts on pol�cy agendas and pol�t�cal processes. 
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Our approach allows us to s�tuate our d�scourse analys�s w�th�n the framework of
lead�ng theor�es and assert that the cable networks purposefully �mplement
strateg�es of select�ve exposure and fram�ng.

Table1. D�str�but�on of CNN, FOX and MSNBC Headl�nes, 2016–2021

There are two methods to code the database: computer-ass�sted cod�ng and
human cod�ng, wh�ch w�ll undoubtedly help �n the cod�ng of a large volume of
text—for example, cod�ng the models us�ng mach�ne learn�ng and lex�cal
sent�ment analys�s rel�ably. The approaches work well w�th many words per text �n
a database. Because of the probab�l�ty that headl�nes may �nclude some
metaphors or �d�omat�c express�ons that m�ght pose challenges to computer-
ass�sted cod�ng and affect the val�d�ty of the �nterpreted headl�nes, the author
used human cod�ng to �ncrease the val�d�ty of the results.

For computer-ass�sted cod�ng, Lex�sNex�s automat�cally class�f�ed and coded
headl�nes tone as negat�ve when found. For human cod�ng, the author and an
ass�stant created a codebook to class�fy and code each headl�ne e�ther negat�ve or
pos�t�ve after rev�ew�ng the class�f�cat�on of headl�nes tone coded by Lex�sNex�s.
Accord�ng to our class�f�cat�on and cod�ng, pos�t�ve headl�nes refer to groups who
are v�ct�ms to verbal or phys�cal attacks and those who successfully contr�bute to
the pol�t�cal, econom�c, and development of the country. Negat�ve headl�nes refer
to perpetrators and those who reflect negat�ve values w�th�n soc�ety. Table 2
shows examples of negat�ve and pos�t�ve tones.

Table 2. Sample Headl�nes w�th Pos�t�ve or Negat�ve Tone
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The var�able measured was the overall sent�ment of headl�nes for each group. Th�s
sent�ment was determ�ned by subtract�ng the count of negat�vely-toned
headl�nes from the count of pos�t�vely-toned ones, and then d�v�d�ng by the
overall count of headl�nes assessed. The formula to compute th�s sent�ment �s:

The sent�ment score for a group can vary from -1 (all headl�nes are negat�ve) to +1
(all headl�nes are pos�t�ve). For example, CNN had 776 assessed headl�nes about
Lat�nos, w�th 430 be�ng pos�t�ve and 296 be�ng negat�ve. The sent�ment score for
Lat�nos on CNN �s [(430 - 296) / 776] = +0.17. To compare the coverage of d�fferent
groups by each of the three cable networks, we calculate an �ndex of headl�ne
sent�ment us�ng th�s formula.

III. F�nd�ngs
In general, when compar�ng the tone d�str�but�on of each cable network, we
not�ce that the negat�ve tone �n the three cable networks �s h�gher �n the three
groups �n compar�son to the pos�t�ve tone. Afr�can Amer�cans coverage �n Fox
news and MSNBC score the h�ghest percentage, w�th 72% and 71.6% respect�vely,
wh�le CNN news has a lower-negat�ve tone than Fox and MSNBC, w�th 52.7%. We
also not�ce that the negat�ve tone �n Fox news �s h�gher than �n CNN and MSNBC.
Afr�can Amer�cans, Lat�nos and As�ans are more negat�vely portrayed �n Fox than
�n other cable networks. See f�gure 1 below.

F�gure 1. Overall tone d�str�but�on of CNN, FOX, and MSNBC headl�nes, 2016–2021

Journal of Internat�onal Relat�ons and Pol�t�cal Sc�ence Stud�es – JIRPSS

August 2024 & Issue 11



39

When exam�n�ng the net tone of headl�nes of the three cable networks for each
group, we f�nd notable d�fferences �n coverage:

For CNN:

 For Fox News:

 For MSNBC:

Table 3. Net Tone by Cable Network and Ethn�c Group

In exam�n�ng the v�ewer numbers �n the table above, �t �s essent�al to clar�fy how
these f�gures relate to the overall analys�s of part�san med�a coverage. The
fluctuat�ons �n v�ewer numbers can �nd�cate sh�fts �n aud�ence engagement w�th
d�fferent news outlets, wh�ch may reflect the�r ed�tor�al cho�ces and the perce�ved
cred�b�l�ty of the�r report�ng.
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Th�s context �s cruc�al for understand�ng the subsequent analys�s of news
coverage, part�cularly regard�ng Lat�no �ssues.

As h�ghl�ghted �n the tra�n�ng art�cles, Fox News has a notably more negat�ve
sent�ment score for Lat�no news coverage compared to MSNBC, w�th scores of
-0.55 and -0.39, respect�vely. Th�s �nd�cates that Fox's portrayal of Lat�no-related
news �s s�gn�f�cantly more negat�ve than that of MSNBC.

Furthermore, wh�le MSNBC ranks second �n terms of negat�ve sent�ment, �t �s
�mportant to note that the d�fference �n coverage volume �s also relevant.
Accord�ng to F�gure 2, Fox News has a total of 667 headl�nes related to Lat�no
�ssues, wh�le MSNBC has 639. Th�s d�fference of 28 headl�nes suggests that Fox not
only presents a more negat�ve tone but also covers Lat�no �ssues more extens�vely
than MSNBC, wh�ch may �nfluence v�ewer percept�ons and engagement.

Our f�nd�ngs, however, �nd�cate that the overall sent�ment for each group al�gns
closely w�th prev�ous research. F�gure 1 and Table 3 val�date H1. Afr�can Amer�cans
are dep�cted more negat�vely than Lat�nos and As�ans by d�fferences of +0.23 and
+0.07 on CNN, less negat�vely by d�fferences of -0.12 and -0.06 on Fox, and more
negat�vely by a d�fference of -0.04 on MSNBC. The notable d�fferences �n headl�ne
sent�ment among the three groups support the w�dely accepted not�on that
Lat�nos, Afr�can Amer�cans, and As�an Amer�cans are often portrayed negat�vely �n
the Un�ted States.

The d�vergent tones across the headl�nes of the three cable networks requ�re a
deta�led explanat�on to clearly establ�sh what these d�fferences enta�l. It �s
�mportant to delve �nto the k�nds of top�cs that were covered and spec�f�cally what
the nature of negat�ve portrayals was regard�ng each group over the four-year
per�od, �n an attempt to prov�de an answer as to whether these negat�ve
portrayals tend to further conf�rm th�s prel�m�nary cla�m that pol�t�cal polar�zat�on
�s fueled by the med�a. Such tone d�fferences should be located w�th�n the
broader context of polar�zat�on to ensure that the f�nd�ngs are cons�stent w�th the
art�cle's �n�t�al assert�ons about the med�a's role �n shap�ng pol�t�cal att�tudes. 

The f�nd�ngs show that Lat�nos news were frequently covered when �mm�grat�on
�ssue has been debated �n publ�c, part�cularly dur�ng the 2016 and 2020 general
elect�ons. 368 headl�nes negat�vely covered Lat�nos �n CNN, wh�le Fox and MSNBC
outnumbered �t w�th 667 headl�nes for Fox and 639 headl�nes for MSNBC. 
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The top�cs �n wh�ch Afr�can Amer�cans' news were negat�vely covered and
appeared �n cr�me-related �ssues, �nclud�ng the events of pol�ce brutal�ty aga�nst
Afr�can Amer�cans and deaths caused by pol�ce such as the deaths of Breonna
Taylor and George Floyd, �n add�t�on to Black L�ves Matter movement. Yet, the
number of headl�nes about Afr�can Amer�cans �s smaller than number of
headl�nes about Lat�nos, w�th 31 headl�nes �n CNN, 69 headl�nes �n Fox, and 28
headl�nes �n MSNBC. Wh�le headl�nes about As�an Amer�cans, the number �s
approx�mately close to that of Afr�can Amer�cans and s�gn�f�cantly smaller than
that of Lat�nos, w�th 69 headl�nes for CNN, 11 headl�nes for Fox news and 38
headl�nes for MSNBC (see f�gure 2).

F�gure 2. Tone d�str�but�on of headl�nes by theme

III. D�scuss�on 
In th�s sect�on, we analyze the tone of coverage of three major news networks:
Cable News Network (CNN), Fox News Network, and MSNBC. We compare them
w�th the overall tone concern�ng the�r respect�ve aff�l�at�ons w�th three major
m�nor�ty groups �n the Un�ted States: Lat�nos, As�ans, and Afr�can Amer�cans. From
th�s news headl�ne dataset, we try to unearth the tone ut�l�zed by these networks
�n the�r coverages of the news related to these groups. These networks collect�vely
reached an aud�ence of approx�mately 3.8 m�ll�on people �n the Un�ted States �n
2021. Dur�ng the pr�me news t�me slot (8 to 11 p.m.), CNN's aud�ence decreased by
25% from 1.1 m�ll�on �n 2021 to 828,000 �n 2022. MSNBC's aud�ence also decl�ned by
6%, from about 881,000 to 827,000. In contrast, Fox News w�tnessed an �ncrease �n
�ts aud�ence from 1.9 m�ll�on �n 2021 to 2.1 m�ll�on �n 2022, represent�ng a 10%
�ncrease (Pew Research Center, 2023). These v�ewersh�p patterns underscore the
�mportance of understand�ng how each network's coverage potent�ally shapes
publ�c percept�on.
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A. Tone of Coverage and Pol�t�cal Polar�zat�on
The results show that d�fferences �n tone toward Lat�nos, Afr�can Amer�cans, and
As�an Amer�cans are apparent �n coverage on all three stat�ons—CNN, Fox, and
MSNBC. Such d�fferences m�ght be expla�ned by the�r d�fferent pol�t�cal lean�ngs.
A case �n po�nt, Fox News, a trad�t�onally conservat�ve stat�on, had largely negat�ve
coverage of As�an Amer�cans �n the COVID-19 per�od. Th�s complements f�nd�ngs
from extant l�terature on COVID-19 st�gma that assoc�ated Fox News w�th �t;
hence, show�ng those who rel�ed more on Fox News were more l�kely to have
st�gmat�z�ng att�tudes aga�nst As�an Amer�cans (Dhanan� & Franz, 2020; Cho et al.,
2020). In add�t�on, Fox News frequently bashed Lat�nos �n �ts coverage of Lat�no
news, espec�ally dur�ng debates of �mm�grat�on �ssues, wh�ch help further ant�-
�mm�grant d�scourse, foster�ng stereotypes and prejud�ces aga�nst Lat�nos and
�mm�grants (Reny & Manzano, 2016; Fuj�oka, 2011; G�l de Zúñ�ga et al., 2012).

Fox News typ�cally holds a negat�ve tone �n �ts coverage, typ�cal of �ts general
ed�tor�al l�ne on such sens�t�ve subjects, �nclud�ng conservat�ve pol�t�cal
v�ewpo�nts, wh�ch tend to hold a caut�on toward �mm�grat�on pol�c�es and
m�nor�ty r�ghts movements on the back foot. The coverage �s but one reflect�on of
network pol�t�cs, and, �n essence, �t contr�butes to the very problem: the
polar�zat�on of publ�c op�n�on on these �ssues. In a way, Fox News �s pr�m�ng �ts
aud�ence w�th these negat�ve frames so that �t goes out and conceptual�zes these
m�nor�ty groups more negat�vely, wh�ch helps d�v�s�on across those frames.

In contrast, CNN and MSNBC, known generally as l�beral networks, used a pos�t�ve
or even �nd�fferent tone when address�ng m�nor�ty groups. However, MSNBC has
also been shown to have negat�ve report�ng s�nce h�stor�cal analys�s showed �ts
poor portrayal of As�an Amer�cans dur�ng the 1998 W�nter Olymp�cs (Tuan, 1999). It
helps to �llustrate the fact that wh�le pol�t�cal lean�ngs affect report�ng, �t �s not the
only �ssue. The�r v�ews on the coverage of m�nor�ty groups are rather s�m�lar, as
both CNN and MSNBC reverse the�r general stance—part of the�r broader ed�tor�al
stance—toward strong soc�al just�ce and �nclus�v�ty. Th�s �s �n coherence w�th the
l�terature stat�ng that l�beral med�a outlets would more often frame m�nor�ty
�ssues �n a support�ng and compass�onate way (Holtzman et al., 2011; Feldman et
al., 2012).

B. Influence of Part�san Med�a on Publ�c Percept�on
The role of part�san med�a �n shap�ng publ�c percept�on �s ev�dent from our
analys�s. Accord�ng to Sh�m (2016), negat�ve portrayals of m�nor�ty groups
portrayed by Fox News reflect �ts general �deolog�cal perspect�ves, closely al�gned
w�th conservat�ve and Republ�can v�ews. 
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These f�nd�ngs �nd�cate that through select�ve fram�ng, the qual�ty �s very
�nstrumental �n re�nforc�ng already held b�ases and �ncreas�ng pol�t�cal
polar�zat�on. Fox News s�lences the vo�ces of most �ssues on �mm�grat�on and
m�nor�ty r�ghts, hence f�tt�ng �nto a broader rhetor�c of marg�nal�zat�on, lead�ng to
�ncreased soc�al strat�f�cat�on and �ntergroup host�l�ty. Research shows that
exposure to part�san med�a, part�cularly those w�th a conservat�ve bent,
s�gn�f�cantly �mpacts the�r v�ewers' att�tudes toward m�nor�ty groups and �s l�kely
to lead to the format�on of more negat�ve percept�ons pert�nent to them
(Feldman et al., 2012; Reny & Manzano, 2016).

Any analys�s of pol�t�cal polar�zat�on cannot be complete w�thout the role of med�a
�n shap�ng publ�c percept�on. A story on the news, more so on m�nor�ty groups,
can go to a great degree �n �nfluenc�ng publ�c op�n�on and re�nforc�ng ex�st�ng
b�ases. Part�san med�a outlets present news �tems �n ways that are
commensurate w�th the�r �deolog�es, thus creat�ng echo chambers �n wh�ch
v�ewers are bombarded constantly to entrench any preset bel�ef (Arceneaux &
Johnson, 2013). Such exposure to part�san med�a content may result �n �ncreased
polar�zat�on as people grow further entrenched �n the�r �deolog�cal pos�t�ons.
 
C. Broader Impl�cat�ons and Future Research
These f�nd�ngs h�ghl�ght the broader �mpl�cat�ons of med�a coverage w�th respect
to pol�t�cal polar�zat�on and soc�al cohes�on. Part�cularly, these cable networks are
relevant platforms �n respect of how publ�c d�scourse on m�nor�ty groups �s
framed or otherw�se set w�th�n the greater agenda. Accord�ngly, the negat�ve
tone that character�zed Fox News' coverage comports w�th a grow�ng l�terature
regard�ng the �mpact of part�san med�a on soc�etal att�tudes, such as (Feldman et
al., 2012; Lajevard�, 2019). Compar�ng the aud�ences of CNN and MSNBC w�th the
v�ewers of Fox News, there �s a drop �n both, wh�le that for Fox News �ncreased.
Th�s change �n v�ewersh�p po�nts to �ncreased �deolog�cally homogeneous med�a
exposure, deepen�ng an already b�ased exposure and echo chambers. 

Future research should further ref�ne the scope of th�s study, perhaps �ncreas�ng
the number of med�a outlets under �nvest�gat�on and stud�es that are adequately
long�tud�nal to trace changes over t�me. Researchers could also cons�der study�ng
moderat�ng var�ables assoc�ated w�th the amount of coverage the cable networks
prov�de, �n wh�ch case they would recogn�ze how cable networks of d�fferent
�deolog�es cover m�nor�ty news. Br�efly, the d�fference �n tone regard�ng coverage
for m�nor�ty groups between CNN, Fox News, and MSNBC serves to underscore
how huge a role the med�a play �n sett�ng publ�c percept�on and pol�t�cal
dynam�cs. 



44

Journal of Internat�onal Relat�ons and Pol�t�cal Sc�ence Stud�es – JIRPSS

August 2024 & Issue 11

The overwhelm�ngly negat�ve coverage of Fox News contrasts to those of a more
neutral or pos�t�ve tone for CNN and MSNBC; the greatest contrast, �n fact,
contr�butes to the w�der �deolog�cal d�v�des that cast long shadows on Amer�can
med�a. These results tell us that part�san med�a can change people's publ�c
att�tudes toward m�nor�ty groups �n ways that create greater soc�etal d�v�s�veness
and he�ghtened polar�zat�on �n pol�t�cs.

Conclus�on
The prol�ferat�on of part�san med�a has s�gn�f�cantly �mpacted pol�t�cal d�scourse
�n the Un�ted States, contr�but�ng to �ncreased �nc�v�l�ty and polar�zat�on. Research
�nd�cates that part�san outlets re�nforce ex�st�ng b�ases, shape publ�c op�n�on, and
�nfluence pol�t�cal behav�or through select�ve exposure, agenda-sett�ng, and
fram�ng. The r�se of soc�al med�a has further ampl�f�ed these effects, creat�ng echo
chambers and feedback loops that deepen �deolog�cal d�v�des. Understand�ng the
role of part�san med�a �n shap�ng pol�t�cal d�scourse �s cruc�al for address�ng the
challenges posed by pol�t�cal polar�zat�on and foster�ng a more �nformed and
engaged c�t�zenry.
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