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Sozlukbilimsel calismalar, siir metinlerinin derinligini anlamak, onlari elestirel
ve kapsamli bir sekilde analiz etmek icin bir temel olusturur. Bu ¢alismamizda,
Seyyid Kutub'un“Oliiler Vadisinde Sair”adli siirindeki siir sézliglinii inceleyerek,
sairin edebiyoniing, Uslup cesitliligini ve etki alanlarini ortaya koymayi amagladik.
Ozellikle, cagdas islam diinyasinda bircok yazar ve edebiyatci icin 6nemli bir
referans kabul edilmesi, calismamizin 6nemini artirmaktadir. Calismamiz, yazarin
ve siirinin kisa bir tanitimi ile baglamis, ardindan siirin yazilma amaci ve genel
fikri ele alinmistir. Daha sonra, siirin her bir dizesine dair kapsamli bir analiz
sunularak, okuyucunun siirin icerigi ve genel atmosferi hakkinda bilgi sahibi
olmasi saglanmistir. Bu hazirlik, arastirmacinin anahtar kelimeleri belirleyip
uygun anlamsal alanlara gore siniflandirmasina olanak tanimistir. Anlambilimsel
analiz yontemiyle yurutilen calismada dort ana anlam alani belirlenmistir:
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Birincisi “6liim alani” olup, baslica kelimeleri “61iim, 6liler, 6lim vadisi, mezarlar, kabirler” gibi ifadelerdir. ikincisi “hayat
alani”olup, 6nemli kelimeleri“hayat, yasayanlar, canli, nefes, ytirek"tir. Uclinciisti“mekan alani” olup, “dlinya, evren, dlem”
gibi kelimelerdir. Dérdiincii alan ise “zaman alani” olup, “geceler, karanliklar” gibi kelimelerdir. Bu kelimelerin sézliik ve
baglamsal anlamlari analiz edilerek, sairin metinde nasil kullandigi incelenmistir. Calisma ¢esitli sonuglarla sonlandirimistir.
Anahtar Kelimeler: Arap Dili ve Belagati, Dil Bilimi, Siir S6zItg, Oliiler Vadisinde Sair, Seyyid Kutub

ABSTRACT

Lexicographic studies provide a foundation for understanding the depth of poetic texts, allowing for a critical and
comprehensive analysis of them.This paper examines the poetic lexicon in Sayyid Qutb’s poem “The Poet in the Valley of
the Dead,"aiming to uncover his literary characteristics and the variety of his stylistic approaches and areas of influence.
Recognized as an essential reference for many modern writers in the Islamic world, Qutb’s work is introduced with a brief
background on both the poet and the poem, followed by an exploration of the poem’s context and main theme. A detailed
interpretation of each verse provides readers with insight into its thematic essence, providing the groundwork for an
in-depth lexical analysis. Key terms within the text were identified and classified into four primary semantic fields: Death

. nu,

(with terms like “death,"“graves,"“tombs"), Life (including “life,”“soul,""breath”), Place (such as “world,”“universe,“destinies”),
and Time (like “nights,”“darkness,” “gloom”). This study investigates these terms’ lexical and contextual meanings, their
semantic relationships, and how Qutb employed them to enhance the poem’s depth. The paper concludes with a set of
findings that encapsulate the poet’s unique approach and semantic mastery.

Keywords: Arabic and rhetoric, Linguistics, Poetic lexicon, “The Poet in the Valley of the Dead,” Seyyid Qutb

EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Lexical studies form the foundation for a deep understanding of and critical analysis of
poetic texts. They initially aid in identifying the meanings of words, phrases, and expressions
within poetic texts, thereby enhancing a correct understanding of its content. The contextual
analysis reveals how words and expressions are used within the poetic context and the effects
the poet achieves. These studies also contribute to categorizing poetic texts according to their
linguistic, thematic, and formal styles, facilitating the study and comparison of different texts.
In this paper, we studied and analyzed the lexical composition in the poem “The Poet in the
Valley of the- Dead” by Sayed Qutb, aiming to uncover his literary prowess and explore the
diversity of his styles and areas of influence. Qutb is a significant reference for many writers
and scholars in the contemporary Islamic world; his literary works inspire new writers and
contribute to shaping new literary styles. The lexical analysis of a poem is a valuable tool that
reveals the beauty of poetic language and the subtleties of meaning. Through this process, we
can explore the richness of vocabulary and the poet’s careful choice of words, understand the
multiple lexical meanings of words, and perceive the musical rthythm through the repetition
of sounds and rhymes. This analysis also helps us understand the semantic structure of a
poem and how ideas and meanings are interconnected within it, and even to explore aspects
of poets’ personalities and their world. Lexical analysis is undoubtedly a fundamental tool for
a deeper understanding of poetry and appreciation of poets’ creativity. Our study included:
A brief introduction about the author and his poems, highlighting that despite Sayed Qutb’s
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fame for his intellectual and religious works, his literary and poetic beginnings remain an
important part of his journey. Qutb began his career as a writer and literary figure in Egypt,
making notable contributions to literature and culture before his involvement in Islamic
thought. During this initial phase of his life, Qutb was active in Egyptian literary and cultural
circles, writing numerous literary and critical articles reflecting his passion for literature
and the arts. He also published several poems expressing his feelings and thoughts during
that period in various literary magazines, most of which he compiled in the collection “The
Unknown Shore,” published in 1935. Poetry for Qutb was not just a hobby but a means to
express his personal visions and emotions, covering various themes that reflect his life and
personal experiences. In a later stage, Qutb’s life witnessed a significant transformation when
he turned toward Islamic thought and political and religious activism, laying the groundwork
for his religious ideas that greatly influenced the Islamic scene in Egypt and the Arab world.
Nevertheless, it cannot be denied that his literary and critical writings played a major role in
shaping his intellectual personality, serving as the first step toward his transformation into
one of the foremost Islamic thinkers of the twentieth century. The researcher revealed his
intention to analyze the lexical composition of the poem “The Poet in the Valley of the Dead,”
one of the poems from the collection “The Unknown Shore,” aiming to understand how the
poet uses language and poetic form to convey his feelings, thoughts, and the themes of his
poem in an innovative and engaging manner. Through this analysis, the researcher sought to
elucidate the deep meanings and messages conveyed by the poem, thereby deepening our
understanding and appreciation of both the poetic text and its creator. The study relied on
descriptive-analysis methods. The researcher provided information about the poem under
study, noting that it belongs to classical vertical poetry, consisting of 59 lines, making it one
of the longest poems in the collection. The poet structured it according to a long meter, and it
was published in 1934. The philosophical background of the poem reflects the poet’s desire
to explore the internal and spiritual dimensions of humanity and his contemplation on the
concepts of life, death, and the surrounding mysteries. The study then presents the general
idea of the text, focusing on the poet’s quest to discover the true meaning of life and death
and his inquiries into the mysteries and secrets hidden in the universe and beyond. The text
also explores the effects of life and death on the human quest for certainty, shedding light
on states of disturbance and deep questioning in human souls. The researcher also provided
a comprehensive overview of each verse of the poem to inform the reader about its contents
and themes. This preliminary step was necessary for the lexical study because it allowed the
researcher to identify key words within the text and classify them into their appropriate semantic
fields. In the lexical study, the study defined the poetic lexicon and its importance in analyzing
poetic texts, emphasizing the application aspect based on semantic field theory. Semantic
field theory is a powerful tool for understanding language and organizing meaning. It helps
us to see words not as isolated individuals but as elements in a complex network of semantic
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relationships. Lexical analysis is a practical application of this theory, where the vocabulary
used in a text is analyzed to reveal the semantic relationships between words. It encompassed
four semantic fields: the field of death, with its key vocabulary including “death, dead, valley
of death, graves, events”; secondly, the field of life, with its key vocabulary including “life,
alive, living, soul, sleep, heart”; thirdly, the field of place, with its key vocabulary including
“world, universe, life, crossings, excavations, destinies”; fourthly, the field of time, with its
key vocabulary including “nights, heavens, darkness”. This research addressed the meanings
of these lexical and contextual vocabularies and their semantic relationships, as well as the
poet’s deployment of them within the text. Finally, the research concludes with a set of findings,
notably that the poetic lexicon in the poem “The Poet in the Valley of the Dead” by Sayed
Qutb demonstrates an intertwining of vocabulary related to death and life, place, and time. By
analyzing these vocabularies and their relationships, we can achieve a deeper understanding of
the existential themes addressed by the poem, appreciating the poetic structure and profound
meanings expressed by the poet.
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