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ABSTRACT

This study is important in that it deals with the concept of human rights, which has a universal value, and the
concept of rights- oriented journalism, which is closely related to this concept, by conducting interregional local
media research throughout Turkey. The aim of the research is to examine the approaches of the presidents of
the journalists associations in Turkey to the concepts of human rights and rights-oriented journalism with an
interregional comparison. In accordance with the purpose of the study, the provinces of Samsun, Istanbul, Ankara,
{zmir, Erzurum, Mersin and Kahramanmaras were selected as samples to represent seven different geographical
regions. In the representation, the provinces with the highest number of local media organizations were
considered. In order to have a more comprehensive understanding of the working discipline of local media
organizations in the cities selected within the sample and to get to know the local media more closely, semi-
structured interviews were held with the presidents of the journalists’ associations of the provinces. As a result
of the semi-structured interviews conducted with the participants, it was concluded that the participants generally
care about human rights and rights-oriented journalism, but they lack training in these concepts. In addition, it has
been noticed that local media employees are of the opinion that some institutional factors, rather than individual
factors, are effective on the issue of making the voices of people who are in the minority or sometimes
marginalized in society heard or reporting these people. It has been concluded that factors such as workplaces
economic profit concerns, relations with dominant powers, pressure from advertisers, etc. affect the reporting
processes of local media employees and that this effect is felt more especially in eastern provinces or in big cities
with a lot of cosmopolitanism

KEYWORDS

Local media, rights-oriented journalism, presidents of journalists’ associations, human rights, semi-structured
interview.

Introduction

Local media play a critical role in the information processes of societies and in the formation of
the local agenda. In conveying social events and developments to the public, the way local
media report news and the perspectives they prefer directly affect how individuals in society
perceive events. In particular, the adoption of human rights and rights-oriented journalism
concepts by the media has a significant impact on ensuring social justice and making the voices
of disadvantaged groups heard.

TThis study is based on the PhD Thesis entitled 'Approach of Local Media Members in Turkey to the Concept of Human Rights in
Journalism Practices: An Interregional Analysis', which is currently in progress at Atatlrk University, Department of Journalism.
Publication ethics were followed in the research. Unanimous Ethics Committee approval was obtained by Atatirk University Social
and Human Sciences Ethics Committee with 21.11.2022 session date, 21 Session number and 318 Decision number.
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Human rights and rights-based journalism are approaches that are evaluated within the scope
of journalism ethics and emphasize the principles of justice and equality in news. These
approaches aim to ensure that all segments of society are represented fairly and that the voices
of disadvantaged groups in particular are heard. In this context, local media organizations
should fulfill their social responsibilities and shape their journalistic practices in line with these
principles. However, local media employees' knowledge of these concepts and their ability to
apply them can be affected by various individual and institutional factors.

This study aims to examine the approaches of journalists' association presidents in Turkey to
the concepts of human rights and rights-based journalism through an interregional comparison.
Presidents of journalists' associations were selected as the target group of this study as they
have in-depth knowledge about the working principles and challenges faced by local media.
Semi-structured interviews were conducted with the presidents of the associations and their
views on the handling of rights-based journalism in local media were consulted. In addition,
important conclusions were reached regarding the impact of regional differences on rights-
based journalism, how individual and institutional factors affect the journalistic work done and
what the heads of associations think about this issue.

The study is one of the rare studies in the literature that addresses the concept of rights-based
journalism from the perspective of local media. In this introduction, the purpose, importance
and research questions of the study are introduced in general terms. In the following sections
of the study, the literature review, methodology, findings and conclusion are discussed in detail.

Human rights

Human beings have struggled for many years for the acquisition of certain rights and have
suffered great losses for this cause. In many parts of the world, East and West alike, people of
different races and ethnicities have struggled for years for their fundamental rights and
freedoms, and there are still regions where this struggle continues. The rights and freedoms
gained as a result of years of struggle have reached their current status of 'human rights' with
the declaration of a declaration of fundamental rights for all humanity by the United Nations
(UN), which was created to prevent the emergence of a third world war. Thus, the concepts of
human rights, rights and freedom have been recognized as a common problem that concerns
all humanity in the international arena, rather than being a national problem. However, even
though the concept of human rights has been recognized as an international problem and
concept and a universal declaration has been issued for this purpose, the struggles and
hardships of some societies are ignored and pushed aside. Examples of this can be seen in
some of the war news that we have seen frequently in the media in recent years. Therefore, a
question mark begins to arise in minds about who this universal declaration, which was issued
years ago and attributed to all humanity, actually applies to and protects in reality (Cegen, 2013,
pp. 809-830).

When the concept of human rights is discussed, the first important concept that comes to mind
is, naturally, the human being. Although the emergence of the first official regulations on the
concepts of human rights, freedom and rights is considered to have originated in the West, it is
possible to understand the importance attached to human beings through the Farewell Sermon
announced by the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) many years before the official documents
prepared in the West for these concepts. The Farewell Sermon included articles such as the
equality of all people regardless of nationality, race, religion and origin, the security of life and
property for all people, and the protection of women's rights. In this way, it is possible to say that
the Farewell Sermon is actually the first text in which human rights are discussed and explained
in a universal way (Erul, 2012, pp.591-593).

The first important step towards human rights in the West was the Magna Charta Libertatum
(English Great Charter). Magna Charta Libertatum, the most important example of mutual
agreements limiting state authority in the medieval period, was signed by King Jean Sans Terre
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of England in 1215 and was the first step taken in the West to limit the powers of the king and
expand the limits of freedom of the people (Kuyaksil, 2012, p. 29). This document guided future
generations in the advancement and development of fundamental rights and freedoms
(Glrkaynak and iren, 2016, p. 336).

In the following years, a number of official regulations were made in different countries in
relation to the concept of human rights. In America, the 'Virginia Bill of Rights' was declared on
June 12, 1776 (Tosun, 2013, p.3). On July 4, 1776, the 'American Declaration of Independence'
was adopted in America (Cizik, 2020, p. 18). In 1789, the French Revolution made its impact felt
in many parts of the world. After the revolution, the 'Declaration of the Rights of Man and Citizen'
was published. This document recognized human beings as the main building block of society
in all aspects (Kuyaksil, 2012, p. 30).

The period when human rights started to be discussed on a global scale took place at the end
of World War Il. Inhumane practices, massacres, the killing of millions of people, genocide
against Jews, human rights violations, atomic bombs dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki, etc.
during the war forced the ruling class to take certain measures. With the establishment of the
United Nations (UN) in 1945, the concept of human rights gained universal importance, was
shown as the main condition for ensuring world peace, and for the first time officially gained a
place in international law (Sanioglu, 2006, p. 14). On December 10, 1948, the 'UN Universal
Declaration of Human Rights' (UDHR) was officially adopted (Birinci, 2017, p. 52).

In 1950, the Council of Europe signed the 'European Convention on Human Rights' (ECHR) in
order to jointly guarantee certain rights in the UDHR, and the 'European Court of Human Rights'
(ECHR) was established in 19592 to protect these rights and freedoms. The ECHR serves as a
mechanism through which states, legal entities and individuals can seek redress in the event of
violations of fundamental rights protected by the ECHR through specific legal regulations. Many
countries apply to the ECHR (Salihpasaodglu, 2009, p. 253, Sanioglu, 2006, pp. 16-17).

Rights-based journalism

When we consider the concepts of human rights, rights, freedom, etc. together with the concept
of media, we come across the concept of rights-based journalism, which is a type of alternative
journalism. It is possible to define rights-based journalism as a type of journalism that does not
violate rights in the process of reporting an event, does not ignore the violations of rights and
does not expect these individuals/groups, who are described as 'other’ in society, to be in the
position of being the perpetrator or subject of a violation of rights in the process of reporting
(Alankus, 2007, p. 22).

Today, mainstream media outlets generally feature people who are accepted and approved in
social life. Individuals who constitute the minority or who are not accepted and marginalized in
social life are often ignored by media outlets. When they do appear in the media, they are often
presented as the cause of negative situations or in negative ways based on race, sexual
orientation, religious belief, etc. This is especially the case in the news media. At this point, the
concept of 'rights-based journalism', which tries to be the voice of the voiceless, is important
(Akveran, 2018, p. 12).

The first example of alternative media was the counterculture newspapers that emerged in the
1960s and were produced by the hippie culture. These newspapers mostly covered issues and
people not covered in traditional media (Waltz, 2005, pp.1-7). The first research in which
theoretical studies on alternative media sprouted for the first time was 'Radical Media'
conducted by John Downing in 1984. In his study, Downing stated that alternative media should
not belong to a political and political minority and should carry a supra-institutional quality by
shedding light on the multiple realities of social life (Downing, 1984 as cited in Ceyhan, 2008, pp.
69-70).
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'Mechanic's Free Press’, which was published in the USA in 1828 to publicize workers' and
laborers' movements, and 'The Emancipator' and 'Manumission Intelligencer, which were
published in the USA in the early 1800s to make anti-slavery publications, were examples of
alternative media of those years (Ostertag, 2006 as cited in Ceyhan, 2008, p. 75). The 1955
newspaper ‘The Village Voice' and the 1966 magazine 'Ilt' were among the examples of
alternative media of the period (Taylan, 2012, pp. 75-76).

The Inter Press Service (IPS), one of the first and well-established examples of rights-based
journalism in the world, has been practicing rights-based journalism since 1964 (Tokdogan,
2013, p. 16). In Turkey, the concept of rights-based journalism started to gain value in 1996 with
the 'Independent Communication Network Project' (BIA). The BIA Project was discussed with
the participation of officials from the Communication Foundation, the Union of Chambers of
Turkish Engineers and Architects (TMMOB) and the Union of Turkish Medical Association (TBB),
with the aim of creating a communication network that would work independently. The EU's
European Instrument for Democracy and Human Rights (EIHDR) (Human Rights and
Democracy Initiative Program) provided financial support to the BIA Project. On 13 January
2001, the 'Founding Conference' of the project was held in Izmir and BIA was officially
established (Taylan, 2012, pp. 210-216).

The magazine 'Flying News' published by the Flying Broom Foundation, which was established
in 2017, is also a rights-oriented journalism product that puts women at its center. It especially
addresses and brings to the agenda the issues of childhood and forced marriage and carries
out activities to solve this problem (Flying Broom Foundation, 2024).

Another example of rights-based journalism is the 'Women without Disabilities News Network'
(EKHA). It is a media organization founded by Alti Nokta Korler Dernegi (Six Dots Association of
the Blind) in 2018 within the body of the Women's Assembly and staffed by women with
disabilities. It carries out activities to present people with disabilities accurately in the media and
to increase critical media literacy (Journo, 2024).

Local media in Tiirkiye

Since the Ottoman period, including the Republican years, Turkey has experienced many social,
political, economic and cultural changes and transformations. These developments radically
affected the development of the press, with some newspapers closing down and some new
publications joining the press. Therefore, it is possible to say that the press was both affected
by social processes and influenced social processes. The provincial newspapers that began to
be published during the Ottoman period constitute the basis of today's local newspapers. With
the arrival of the printing press in the Ottoman lands in the 1490s, press and publishing life
began to revive (Ozkaya-Duman, 2013, p. 1034, Girgin, 2009, p. 14 and Kologlu, 2010, p. 2).

The first Ottoman printing house was established by Sait Efendi and ibrahim Mdteferrika under
the name 'Dar'iit-Tiba'at- Ul-Amire' and was popularly known as '‘Basmahane’. The first work
printed in this printing house was 'Kitab-1 Liigat-1 Vankulu (Vankulu Dictionary)' (Girgin, 20009, p.
18). The first newspaper published within the borders of the Ottoman state was 'Bulletin Des
Nouvelles' (News Bulletin) In the following years, newspapers with different names continued to
be published by minorities (Aydeniz, 2007, p. 10).

While the first official newspaper was published in 1831 under the name 'Takvim-i Vekayi', the
first semi-official newspaper 'Ceride-i Havadis' was launched in 1840 (Girgin, 2009, pp. 27-28).
‘Terciman-I Ahval' newspaper, which found its place in the press in 1860, became the first
private newspaper. It was also one of the first newspapers in Turkey where opinion journalism
began to flourish (Inugur, 2005, pp. 185-187). In the following years, press and publishing life
began to diversify.

The emergence of the local press in Turkey can be traced back to the provincial newspapers
that began to be published in the Ottoman period. In 1864, the Danube Provincial Regulation
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was issued and it was decided to establish a printing house in each province (Cig, 2007, p.46,
Demirci, 2016, p.64).

The concept of local media can be defined as mass media that are published in a specific region
and act as a bridge between local people and local administrators by voicing the problems and
needs of the region to which they belong. Local media gives the people in the region where it is
located the idea of the place where they live, and at the same time, it is effective in shaping the
local public opinion and the local agenda (Kurtbas, Dogan and Goker, 2009, p.20-21).

Local media acts as a kind of bridge between local people and local administrators, conveying
the problems of local people and local administrators, while also fulfilling the task of introducing
local executive candidates to local people during election times. From time to time, it also voices
the shortcomings of local governments and exercises a supervisory role over local
governments. Therefore, it is possible to say that local media organizations, including the local
press, fulfill an important task in the processes of forming local public opinion and local agenda
and developing democracy (Temel, et al,, 2013, p.128). Since the issues covered in the national
press are mostly those that concern the nation in general, local media outlets play a valuable
role in voicing local demands and problems. Issues and problems that are not covered in the
mainstream media are voiced in the local media (Yasin, 2009, p.116).

In his 2000 study, Mastin characterizes local media as a valuable resource that can be used to
mobilize local people in the process of civic and political participation (Mastin, 2000, p.123).
Scheufele, Shanahan and Kim in 2002 found that local newspapers play an effective role in
raising citizens' awareness of certain local issues (Scheufele, Shanahan and Kim, 2002, pp.439-
447). In addition, local media tools enable citizens to have a closer look at the problems and
concerns of their local area (Moy et al., 2004, p.543).

There are many domestic and foreign studies in the literature that deal with the concept of local
media in the context of human rights and rights-based journalism. In most of these studies, the
problem of representation in news and the concepts of marginalization are examined through
local media news.

Kohnen and Lacy (2018) and Gilliam and lyengar (2000), Korkmaz and Ulusal (2020), Yicebas
(2015), Bayram (2016) and Hurd, Mahal, Ng and Kanagasingam (2020) have examined the
presentation of minority or marginalized individuals/groups in local media. The common
conclusion of these researchers is that minority groups are often presented with negative
characterizations in local media. Individuals/groups who are outside the generally accepted
norms of social life are often presented in negative ways as troublemakers, threats or helpless
and pitiful people. This situation in the media still persists today.

Method

Research design

This study is based on the PhD thesis of Ataturk University, Institute of Social Sciences, PhD
Program in Journalism. At the same time, this doctoral thesis is being carried out as a BAP
Project with the code 'SDK-2023-12375' within the scope of Atatirk University Scientific
Research Projects (BAP) and is also financed and supported by the BAP system.

This study aims to examine the attitudes of journalists' association presidents in Turkey towards
the concepts of human rights and rights-based journalism with an interregional comparison. In
order to achieve the aim of the study, the phenomenology design, which is frequently used in
qualitative research, was used and the attitudes and perspectives of the journalists' association
presidents towards the concepts of human rights and rights-based journalism over the years of
their professional experience were tried to be understood. Episodic interview method was used
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in this study and semi-structured interviews were conducted with the presidents of
associations.

The semi-structured interviews were conducted face-to-face with the participants in the sample
provinces between January and March 2024 with the financial resources provided by the BAP
Project. The interviews were conducted in the workplaces of the participants and were
conducted with the voluntary participation of the community presidents. After the participants
were informed about the research, the consent form was signed by the participants. The
consent forms are kept confidential under the auspices of the researcher. While conducting the
interviews, research ethics principles were followed.

In the study, the research question and sub-questions rather than hypotheses were formulated
and answers to these questions were sought in the interviews. The main question of the study
is whether there is an interregional difference in the approaches of journalists' association
presidents in Turkey towards the concepts of human rights and rights-based journalism. The
research sub-questions are as follows:

1. What do journalists' association presidents think about the rate of rights-oriented
reporting by local media workers at regional and national level?

2. What do the presidents of journalists' associations think about the attitude of the
organization they work for towards the concepts of human rights and rights-based
journalism in their journalistic practices?

3. What do journalists' association presidents think about the impact of individual and
institutional factors on local media employees in terms of rights-oriented journalism?

4. What do the presidents of journalists' associations think about the impact of regional
differences on local media workers in terms of rights-based journalism?

Sample group

The universe of the study consists of all presidents of journalists' associations in Turkey. The
sample was determined by considering the Local Media Database 2021 Report. Considering the
Local Media Database 2021 Report, Samsun, Istanbul, Ankara, Izmir, Erzurum, Mersin, and
Kahramanmaras provinces, which were determined to have the highest number of local media
organizations among seven different geographical regions in Turkey, were selected as sample
cities (yerelmedyavt.com). Presidents of journalists' associations in these cities constitute the
participants who responded to the semi-structured interview form. In order to get to know the
working principles of local media organizations more closely, to understand which factors are
effective in the approaches of local media employees to the concepts of human rights and
rights-oriented journalism within their reporting practices and how they are affected by these
factors in their reporting processes, it is important to obtain the opinions and suggestions of the
presidents of journalists' associations who have been in the local media in the relevant city for
years and have worked in this profession.

Ethics committee approval

This study was produced from the Doctoral Thesis titled ‘Approach of Local Media Members in
Turkey to the Concept of Human Rights within Their Journalism Practices: An Interregional
Analysis’, written by the first author under the supervision of the second author and currently
ongoing at the Ataturk University Journalism Department. Publication ethics were followed in
the research. The Ethics Committee approval was unanimously received by the Ataturk
University Social and Human Sciences Ethics Committee with the session date of 21.11.2022,
21 Session number and 318 Decision number.
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Findings

While creating the semi-structured interview form questions to be applied to the participants, a
pilot study was conducted with the presidents of journalist associations in five different
provinces in the Black Sea region using the questions prepared in the first stage. The pilot study
attempted to reveal the clarity and comprehensibility of the questions. Thanks to the feedback
received from the presidents of the associations, improvements and arrangements were made
to the questions. Then, the revised questions were presented to the opinion of an expert
academic in the field of communication. Thanks to the feedback received from the expert
opinion, the semi-structured interview form took its final form.

An attempt was made to find answers to the main and sub-questions of the research through
the questions in the semi-structured interview form.

The questions used in the semi-structured interview form are as follows:

1. Demographic Questions: Age, gender, graduation status, profession, city of employment,
organization of employment, years of professional experience, monthly income level

2. What positions have you held in the field of journalism?

3. Do you think that you have worked with a human rights-sensitive and rights-oriented
journalism approach throughout the years you have worked in the profession? Explain
with examples.

4. Have you received any training on the concept of human rights in relation to your
profession? If so, from which institution did you receive this training? If not, do you plan
to receive training on the relevant concept?

5. Have you received any training on the concept of rights-based journalism in relation to
your profession? If so, from which institution did you receive this training? If not, do you
plan to receive training on the relevant concept?

6. How do you think the race, nationality, sexual orientation, religious belief, etc. of the
perpetrator or victim in an event/situation affects the reporting process?

7. Are there any training, seminar, etc. activities regarding human rights and rights-based
journalism within the organization you work for? Explain with examples.

8. What is the general attitude of the organization you work for towards the concept of
human rights in its journalism practices?

9. What is the general attitude of the organization you work for towards the concept of
rights-based journalism within its journalism practices?

10. Do you think that media professionals act with a sufficient understanding of human
rights and rights-oriented journalism? Could you make an assessment of the city, region
and country in which you work?

11. In your opinion, what kind of steps should the authorized persons and institutions take
to make decisions regarding the development of local, regional and national journalism
practices in a human rights-oriented and positive way?

12. What are your thoughts about the cultural structure of the city you work in or the region
in general?

13. How do you think regional differences affect the journalism work?

14. What kind of impact do you think regional differences have on the concepts of human
rights and rights-based journalism in journalism?

15. Can you explain a development you have encountered regarding human rights or rights-
focused journalism while practicing your profession and how you handled it within the
framework of journalism practices? (Through experience, observation, an
event/situation, etc.)

16. You can express your opinions and suggestions regarding the study. Thank you for
participating in the research.
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Table 1 Gender distribution

Categories

Gender

1. Female
2. Male
3. Other
Total

Lo o .|z

Table 2 Age distribution

Categories

Age

18-24
25-31
32-38
39-45
46-52
53-59
60+
Total

~NOo 20— 00 o0o|Z2

Table 3 Graduation

Categories

Graduation

Primary school
Secondary school
High school
Associate's degree
Bachelor

Master's degree
PhD graduate
Total

Table 4 Years of professional experience

Categories

Years of Professional Experience

Less than 1 year
1-3 years

4-6 years

7-9 years

10-12 years
13-15 years

16+

Total

Table 5 Monthly financial income level

Categories

Monthly Financial Income Level

Less than 17.002 TL
17.002-20.000 TL
20.001-25.000 TL
25.001-30.000 TL
30.001-35.000 TL
35.000+ TL

Total

N ovoo ol

Table 6 The city worked

Categories

The city worked

Istanbul

Ankara

izmir

Mersin
Kahramanmaras
Erzurum
Samsun

Total
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Professional experiences of the participants

Participants stated that they worked in positions such as reporter, newspaper owner, presenter,
editor-in-chief, program producer, editor, editorial director, etc. during their years of professional
experience. Again, all participants emphasized that they tried to do human rights-sensitive and
rights-oriented journalism during their years in the profession. They stated that they tried to be
the voices of people from different segments of society and that they included those who were
wronged in their news texts and columns when they sought their rights.

Participants' educational status regarding their understanding of human rights and
rights-based journalism

Five participants stated that they had not received any training on the concept of human rights
in relation to their profession, but that they had worked by adopting these concepts as a priority
principle during the years they spent in the profession. Other presidents of journalists'
associations in Erzurum and Samsun listed the Media Research Association, the Eurasian
Media Communication Confederation and Press Council, the Refugees Association and the
Ankara Journalists' Association as the institutions where they received training on the concept
of human rights.

Six of the participants stated that they had not received any training on the concept of rights-
based journalism in relation to their profession, but just as with the concept of human rights,
they had gained experience on how rights-based journalism should be done during the years
they spent in the profession. Only the head of the Samsun Journalists Association stated that
they had received training on the relevant concept from Dokuz8 News and the Turkish
Journalists Association. In addition, the participants emphasized that while they themselves
displayed an objective, egalitarian and impartial attitude, they also tried to be an example for
other stakeholders, and that it was important and necessary for everyone in the profession to
do their job with this attitude.

All participants stated that when reporting a development, factors such as the race, nationality,
sexual orientation, religious belief, etc. of the perpetrator/victim in the incident should not affect
the reporting process. The association chairmen stated that if journalistic ethics and news
writing rules are adhered to when reporting an event, these factors will not affect the person
making the news. However, they emphasized that certain factors in the media sector today,
such as economic concerns, bilateral relations, ideological understanding, etc., unfortunately
affect the news production process and that this situation cannot be overcome. Furthermore,
they emphasized that this issue is sensitive and that everyone involved in the news writing
process should show the necessary sensitivity in this regard.

Participants' views on their workplaces

Five of the participants stated that a number of seminars and training activities were organized
in the organization they worked for regarding the concepts of human rights and rights-based
journalism. They stated that with the training and seminars organized, they carried out activities
that would ensure the positive development of professionals, members and relevant people in
the media sector in terms of giving importance to the concept of human rights in their journalism
practices and in terms of doing rights-based journalism. Only the participants in the provinces
of Mersin and Kahramanmaras stated that no training or seminar was organized in the
organization they worked for regarding these concepts.

All participants expressed that they adopt a very meticulous attitude towards the concepts of
human rights and rights-based journalism in terms of journalism practices within the
organizations they work for. They stated that they have a journalism approach that values,
meticulously handles and defends the concepts of human rights and rights-based journalism
within their organizations and that they try to maintain this. They also emphasized that they
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strive to maintain an impartial, egalitarian and objective journalism approach that does not
target people in the news they produce.

Participants' views on the implementation of rights-based journalism at regional and
national levels

All of the interviewees stated that media workers in the region they live in and throughout the
country do not act with a sufficient understanding of human rights and rights-oriented
journalism. Contrary to these concepts, they stated that commercial relations and interests are
the main focus throughout Turkey and that this situation is almost the same throughout the
country, regardless of the provinces and centers. Moreover, there is also a participant who thinks
that if rights-oriented journalism is done in a media outlet, this will have a negative outcome in
terms of readership and circulation. This participant stated that the reason for this situation is
that sensational journalism is widespread throughout the country and that the click-through
rates and, therefore, advertising revenues of media outlets that turn to rights-oriented journalism
may decrease.

Participants generally have common views on what steps authorized persons and institutions
should take to develop local, regional and national journalism practices in a positive and human
rights-focused manner. Among their suggestions, the necessity of providing training on these
concepts urgently in relevant high schools and universities ranks first. Similarly, participants
agree that journalism should be accepted as a job done for the public good and that the
economic independence of media workers and then editorial independence should be ensured.
At the same time, participants emphasized that national and international documents should be
meticulously considered and trainings explaining how human rights and rights-focused
journalism concepts should be handled and processed within journalism practices should be
organized.

Participants' views on regional differences

When participants were asked about their thoughts on the city they work in or the cultural
structure of the region in general, participants in Anatolian cities, which we can generally
describe as rural, described their regions with attributes such as the cultural texture of the place
they live in, its deep-rooted historical past, its contribution to the unity and solidarity of the
country, etc. However, participants in cities that are very cosmopolitan, which we can describe
as the Western part of the country, addressed this issue within the framework of journalism
practices and emphasized that due to increasing urbanization and cosmopolitanism, an
understanding that welcomes living together and together with tolerance and respect and
values human rights should be spread throughout the entire media sector.

In response to the question asked to the participants about how regional differences affect/will
affect the type of journalism, it is possible to say that the participants were divided into three
groups at this point. Some participants stated that regional differences would add color and
variety to the journalism business and allow for the creation of rich news content. Others
emphasized that regional differences would not have any effect on the journalism business if
journalistic ethics and news writing rules were followed. In general, participants in the Anatolian
side expressed that they thought regional differences would make a positive contribution to
journalism. Participants in the Western side, which we can describe as Western, expressed that
regional differences were effective both in the writing phase of the news by the media employee
and in the interpretation of the written news by people. They stated that rights-based journalism
was not fully known and implemented in most geographical regions, especially in the Eastern
regions, and therefore there was still a long way to go in this regard.
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Conclusion and recommendations

As a result of the literature review conducted during this study, no doctoral studies were found
that addressed the concepts of rights-based journalism with journalists' association presidents.
It was concluded that in many academic studies examined, the concept of rights-based
journalism was examined through the forms of representation in the news or the analysis of
hate speech. However, this study was conducted with journalists" association presidents who
are extremely valuable in understanding the local media and its working principles. Therefore, it
is thought that this research will be the first at the doctoral level and will fill an important gap in
the literature. It is also hoped that the results of the study will make valuable contributions to
the development of the education policies of local media organizations and the dissemination
of fair journalism practices.

As a result of the semi-structured interviews conducted with the participants, it was concluded
that the participants generally valued human rights and rights-oriented journalism, but they were
deficient in terms of receiving training on these concepts. It was also noticed that they believed
that in terms of making the voices of people who are in the minority or sometimes marginalized
in society heard or reporting on these people, institutional factors rather than individual factors
were effective on local media workers. It was concluded that factors such as the economic
profit concerns of workplaces, their relations with dominant powers, pressure from advertisers,
etc. affected the reporting processes of local media workers, and this effect was felt more
especially in the eastern provinces or in large cities where cosmopolitanism was high.

The power of local media in promoting the local, creating local public opinion and local agenda
is a clear fact. Therefore, when local media is evaluated together with the concepts of human
rights and rights-oriented journalism, it should take it as its duty to be the voice of all segments
of society and act accordingly. At this point, all relevant local media employees should urgently
receive training on these concepts and apply this with fairness in the context of journalism
practices. Media employees should take care to receive training on the relevant concepts with
an open perspective to developments and learning both before starting work in the sector and
during the years they spend in the profession. Authorized persons and institutions should also
fulfill their duties and responsibilities in this regard.

It is also necessary to prevent certain individual or institutional factors from negatively affecting
the objectivity and impartiality of the journalism work. Although today's media is profit-oriented
and acts according to certain ideologies, it should act fairly when it comes to human rights,
justice, equality, etc. and should always maintain this attitude. Because the power of the media
in the formation and shaping of public opinion is an undeniable fact.

In conclusion, this study examines the relationship between local media and human rights and
rights-based journalism in depth and reveals the views of journalists’ association chairmen on
this issue. The study presents important findings on the functionality and social responsibility
of local media and sheds light on future research in this area. The training of local media workers
and the reduction of institutional pressures are of great importance in terms of ensuring that
the voices of all segments of society are heard and the spread of fair journalism practices. In
this context, authorized institutions and media organizations should fulfill their responsibilities
and contribute to the creation of a more fair and objective media environment.

This study was conducted with the presidents of journalist associations in the sample
provinces. In future studies, it can be suggested that a study be conducted in which all the
presidents of journalist associations in Turkey can be included. Similarly, more detailed research
can be conducted with media employees who work in the local media and play an active role in
the reporting process. In addition, it is thought that studies conducted by observing local media
employees in their field of work will make a significant contribution to the relevant literature.
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Tiirkiye'deki gazeteciler cemiyeti bagkanlarinin insan haklari ve hak
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OZET

Bu calisma, evrensel bir degere haiz olan insan haklari kavramini ve bu kavram ile yakindan iliskili olarak hak odakli
habercilik kavramini, Turkiye genelinde bolgelerarasi bir yerel medya arastirmasi yaparak ele almasi bakimindan
onem teskil etmektedir. Arastirmada, TUrkiye'deki gazeteciler cemiyeti baskanlarinin insan haklari ve hak odakli
habercilik kavramlarina yaklasimlarini bolgelerarasi bir karsilastirma ile incelemek amaglanmistir. Galismanin
amacina uygun olarak yedi farkli cografi bolgeyi temsil etmesi adina Samsun, istanbul, Ankara, izmir, Erzurum,
Mersin ve Kahramanmaras illeri drneklem olarak secilmistir. Temsilde en fazla yerel medya kurulusuna sahip iller
goz o6ninde bulundurulmustur. Orneklem dahilinde secilen sehirlerdeki yerel medya kuruluslarinin galisma
disiplinini daha kapsamli anlayabilmek ve yerel medyayl daha yakindan taniyabilmek adina, illerin gazeteciler
cemiyeti baskanlar ile yari yapilandinimis gorusmeler gergeklestiriimistir. Katilimcilara uygulanan vyari
yapilandirilmis gorismeler sonucunda, katiimcilarin genel olarak insan haklari ve hak odakl haberciligi
onemsedigi ancak bu kavramlara yonelik egitim alma noktasinda eksik olduklari sonucuna ulasiimistir. Ayrica
toplum icerisinde azinlikta kalan veya zaman zaman otekilestirilen kisilerin seslerinin duyurulmasi veya bu kisilerin
haberlestiriimesi noktasinda, yerel medya ¢alisanlari tzerinde bireysel faktorlerden ziyade bilhassa kurumsal
birtakim faktorlerin etkili oldugu kanaatinde olduklari fark edilmistir. isyerlerinin ekonomik kar kaygilari, egemen
guglerle iliskileri, reklam verenlerin baskisi vb. faktorlerin, yerel medya galisanlarinin haberlestirme streglerini
etkiledigi ve bu etkinin 6zellikle dogu illerindeki veya kozmopolitligin gok oldugu buyuk sehirlerde daha fazla
hissedildigi sonucuna ulasiimistir.

ANAHTAR KELIMELER

Yerel medya, hak odakli habercilik, gazeteciler cemiyeti baskanlari, insan haklari, yari yapilandiriimis gorisme.
Giris

Yerel medya, toplumlarin bilgi edinme suregclerinde ve yerel gindemin olusmasinda kritik bir rol
oynamaktadir. Toplumsal olaylarin ve gelismelerin halka aktarilmasinda, yerel medyanin haber
yapma bigimi ve tercih ettigi perspektifler, toplumdaki bireylerin olaylari nasil algiladigini
dogrudan etkilemektedir. Ozellikle, insan haklar ve hak odakli habercilik kavramlarinin medya
tarafindan benimsenmesi, toplumsal adaletin saglanmasinda ve dezavantajli gruplarin
seslerinin duyurulmasinda onemli bir etkiye sahiptir.

insan haklari ve hak odakli habercilik, habercilik etigi kapsaminda degerlendirilen, haberlerde
adalet ve esitlik ilkelerini one ¢ikaran yaklasimlardir. Bu yaklasimlar, toplumdaki tum kesimlerin
adil bir sekilde temsil edilmesini ve 0zellikle dezavantajli gruplarin seslerinin duyurulmasini
hedeflemektedir. Yerel medya kuruluslar, bu baglamda, toplumsal sorumluluklarini yerine
getirmeli ve habercilik pratiklerini bu ilkeler dogrultusunda sekillendirmelidir. Ancak, yerel medya
galisanlarinin bu kavramlara yonelik bilgi dizeyi ve uygulama becerileri, cesitli bireysel ve
kurumsal faktorler tarafindan etkilenebilmektedir.
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Bu c¢alismada, Turkiye'deki gazeteciler cemiyeti baskanlarinin insan haklari ve hak odakli
habercilik kavramlarina yaklasimlarini  bolgelerarasi  bir karsilastirma ile incelemek
amagclanmistir. Gazeteciler cemiyeti baskanlari, yerel medyanin ¢alisma prensipleri ve
karsilastiklari zorluklar hakkinda derinlemesine bilgiye sahip olmalari nedeniyle, bu arastirmanin
hedef kitlesi olarak secilmistir. Cemiyet baskanlari ile yari yapilandinimis gorismeler
gerceklestirilerek, yerel medya 0zelinde hak odakl haberciligin ele alinisina dair goruslerine
danisiimistir. Ayrica bolgesel anlamdaki farkliliklarin hak odakli haberciligin yapilisi noktasinda
nasil bir etki ortaya cikardigi, bireysel ve kurumsal faktorlerin yapilan habercilik isini nasil
etkiledigi ve cemiyet baskanlarinin bu konuda ne disundugune yonelik dnemli sonuclara
ulasiimstir.

Calisma, literatlrde hak odakli habercilik kavraminin yerel medya perspektifinden ele alindig
nadir ¢calismalardan biri olma ozelligini tagimaktadir. Bu giris bolimunde, galismanin amaci,
onemi ve arastirma sorulari genel hatlariyla tanitilmistir. Arastirmanin ilerleyen bolimlerinde
literatdr taramasi, yontem, bulgular ve sonug kismi detayl bir sekilde ele alinmistir.

insan haklar

Insanoglu, uzun yillar boyunca birtakim haklarin kazanimi igin micadele etmis, bu ugurda biytk
kayiplar vermistir. Dogu ve Bati fark etmeksizin dinyanin bir¢ok noktasinda farkli irk ve
etnisiteden insanlar, temel hak ve hurriyetleri icin yillarca micadele etmis ve hala daha bu
mucadelenin suregeldigi bolgeler bulunmaktadir. Yillarca stiren micadeleler sonucu kazilan hak
ve Ozgurltkler, U¢uncu bir dunya savasinin ortaya ¢gikmasini onlemek maksadiyla olusturulan
Birlesmis Milletler (BM) tarafindan, bittn insanlik igin bir temel haklar bildirisi ilan etmesi ile
gunumuzdeki ‘insan haklar’ konumuna ulagsmistir. Boylelikle insan haklari, hak ve 6zgurluk
kavramlari, ulusal bir sorun olma formundan ¢ikarak, uluslararasi arenada tim insanhg
ilgilendiren ortak bir sorun olarak kabul edilmistir. Ancak her ne kadar insan haklari kavrami
uluslararasi bir sorun ve kavram olarak kabul edilip bu ugurda bir evrensel bildiri yayimlanmis
olsa dahi, bazi toplumlarin verdigi mucadeleler ve c¢ektigi zorluklar goz ardi edilmekte ve bir
kenara itilmektedir. Bunun orneklerini, son yillarda medyada karsimiza sikga gikan birtakim
savas haberlerinde gormek mumkundur. Dolayisiyla da yillar once yayimlanan ve tum insanlik
adina diye atfedilen bu evrensel bildirinin, gergekte hayatta kimler icin gecerli oldugu ve kimleri
korudugu konusunda akillarda soru isareti olusmaya baslamaktadir (Cecen, 2012, s. 1).

insan haklari kavrami ele alindiginda akla gelen ilk nem kavram, dogal olarak insandir. Her ne
kadar insan haklari, 6zgurluk ve hak kavramlarina dair ilk resmi duzenlemelerin ortaya ¢ikis
noktasi Bati olarak gosterilse de, aslinda bu kavramalara yonelik olarak Bati'da hazirlanan resmi
belgelerden uzun yillar 6nce, Hz. Muhammed (sav) tarafindan duyurulan Veda Hutbesi ile insana
verilen onemi anlamak mumkundur. Veda Hutbesi'nde, milliyet, irk, din ve koken fark etmeksizin
tum insanlarinin esit oldugu, butun insanlarin can ve mal guvenligine sahip oldugu, kadin
haklarinin korunmasi gibi maddeler yer almistir. Bu haliyle Veda Hutbesi'nin, aslinda insan
haklarinin evrensel nitelikte ele alinip anlatildigr ilk metin niteliginde oldugunu soylemek
mumkdndur (Erul, 2012, 5.591-593).

BatI'da, insan haklarina yonelik atilan ilk 6nemli adim, Magna Charta Libertatum(ingiliz Biyik
Sarti) belgesidir. Ortagag doneminde devlet otoritesinin sinirlandirildigi karsilikli anlagmalarin en
mihim 6rnedi olan Magna Charta Libertatum, 1215'te ingiltere Krali Jean Sans Terre tarafindan
imzalanmig ve Bati'da, kralin yetkilerinin sinirlanip, insanlarin  ozgurltk — sinirlarinin
genisletiimesine dair atilan ilk adim olmustur (Kuyaksil, 2012, s. 29). Bu belge, temel hak ve
hirriyetlerin ilerletiimesi ve gelistirilmesi noktasinda, gelecekteki kusaklara yol gosterici
olmustur (Glrkaynak ve iren, 2016, s. 336).

llerleyen yillarda insan haklari kavrami ile iliskili olarak farkli Glkelerde de birtakim resmi
dlizenlemeler yapilmistir. Amerika'da 12 Haziran 1776'da ‘Virginia Haklar Bildirgesi’ (Virginia Bill
of Rights) ilan edilmistir (Tosun, 2013, s.3). 4 Temmuz 1776'da ise yine Amerika'da ‘Amerikan
Bagimsizlik Bildirgesi’ kabul edilmistir (Cizik, 2020, s. 18). 1789 yilinda yasanan Fransiz ihtilali
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ise diinyanin birgok noktasinda etkisini hissettirmistir. ihtilalin ardindan ‘insan ve Yurttas Haklari
Bildirgesi® yayimlanmistir. Bu belge insani, her yonlyle toplumun ana yapi tasl olarak kabul
etmistir (Kuyaksil, 2012, s. 30).

insan haklarinin, kiiresel capta tartisiimaya baslandigi dénem ise Il. Diinya Savasinin sonunda
gerceklesmistir. Savas suresince yasanan insanlik disi uygulamalar, katliamlar, milyonlarca
insanin oldurdlesi, Yahudilere yonelik uygulanan soykirim, insan haklari ihlalleri, Hirosima ve
Nagazaki'ye atilan atom bombalari vb. durumlar, yonetici kesimi belirli onlemler alma zorunda
birakmistir. 1945'de kurulan Birlesmis Milletler (BM) ile insan haklari kavrami evrensel nitelikte
bir onem kazanmis, dinya barisinin saglanmasinin ana kosulu olarak gosterilmis ve ilk kez resmi
anlamda uluslararasi hukuk igerisinde yer edinmistir (Sanioglu, 2006, s. 14). 10 Aralik 1948
tarihine gelindiginde ise ‘BM insan Haklari Evrensel Bildirisi’ (IHEB) resmi olarak kabul edilmistir
(Birinci, 2017, s. 52).

1950'de Avrupa Konseyi tarafindan, IHEB'deki birtakim haklar ortak glvence altina almak
amaciyla ‘Avrupa insan Haklar Sézlesmesi’ (AIHS) imzalanmis ve bu hak ve 6zgurliklerin
korumast igin ise 19592'da ‘Avrupa insan Haklari Mahkemesi’ (AIHM) kurulmustur. AIHM, AIHS
tarafindan belirli yasal diizenlemeler vasitasiyla korumaya alinan temel haklarin ihlal edilmesi
durumunda devletlerin, tuzel kisilerin ve bireylerin yine belirli kurallar dahilinde basvurarak,
hakkini arayabilme olanaginin oldugu bir mekanizma gorevi gérmektedir. Birgok tilkeden AIHM'e
basvuru yapilmaktadir (Salihpasaoglu, 2009, s. 253, Sanioglu, 2006, s. 16-17).

Hak odakli habercilik

insan haklari, hak, 6zgurlik vb. kavramlari medya kavrami ile birlikte ele aldigimizda karsimiza,
bir alternatif habercilik tiru olan hak odakli habercilik kavrami gikmaktadir. Yasanan bir olayin
haberlestiriimesi strecinde hak ihlali yapmayan, yasanan hak ihlallerini gormezden gelmeyen ve
toplum igerisinde ‘Oteki’ olarak nitelendirilen bireyleri/gruplari haberlestirme sirecinde bu
kisilerin, bir hak ihlalinin faili veya konusu pozisyonunda olmasini beklemeyen habercilik tdrindg,
hak odakli habercilik olarak tanimlamak mimkindur (Alankus, 2007, s. 22).

GUnUmuzde ana akim medya kuruluslarinda genel olarak toplumsal yasamda kabul goren ve
onaylanan kisiler yer almaktadir. Azinligi olusturan veya toplumsal yasamda kabul gormeyen ve
Otekilestirilen bireyler ise cogu zaman medya kuruluslan tarafindan gormezden gelinmektedir.
Medyada yer aldiklarinda ise gogunlukla olumsuz durumlarin musebbibi olarak veya irk, cinsel
yonelim, dini inanc vb. Uzerinden olumsuz sekillerde sunulmaktadirlar. Bilhassa bu durum haber
medyasinda siklikla yasanmaktadir. Gelinen bu noktada da sesi duyurulmayanlarin sesi olmaya
calisan ‘hak odakli habercilik’ kavrami 6nem tagimaktadir (Akveran, 2018, s. 12).

Alternatif medyanin ilk ornegi, 1960'larda ortaya ¢ikan ve hippi kilttrt tarafindan dretilen karsi
kdltlr gazeteleridir. Bu gazetelerde, cogunlukla geleneksel medyada yer almayan konular ve
kisiler yer almistir (Waltz, 2005, s.1-7). Alternatif medyaya yonelik kuramsal galismalarin ilk kez
filizlendigi arastirma ise 1984 yilinda John Downing'in gerceklestirdigi ‘Radical Media’ (Radikal
Medya)dir. Downing galismasinda, alternatif medyanin siyasi ve politik bir azinhda ait
olmamasini ve toplumsal hayatin ¢oklu gercekliklerine isik tutarak kurumlar dstu bir vasfi
blinyesinde tasimasi gerektigini ifade etmistir (Downing, 1984'ten aktaran Ceyhan, 2008, s. 69-
70).

1828'de ABD'de is¢i ve emekgi hareketlerinin duyurulmast igin gikartilan Mechanic'’s Free Press’,
yine 1800'lerin basinda ABD'de kolelik karsiti yayin yapmak icin ¢ikartilan “The Emancipator’ ve
‘Manumission Intelligencer’ o vyillarin alternatif medya orneklerini olusturmustur (Ostertag,
2006'dan aktaran Ceyhan, 2008, s. 75). 1955 yilinda ingiltere’de gikartilan ‘The Village Voice’ adli
gazete ve 1966'da cikartilan ‘It" isimli dergi, doneminin alternatif medya ornekleri arasinda yer
almistir (Taylan, 2012, s. 75-76).

Hak odakli haberciligin dunyadaki ilk ve koklu orneklerden birisi olan The Inter Press Service
(IPS), 1964'ten beri hak odakli habercilik calismalari yapmaktadir (Tokdogan, 2013, s. 16). Hak
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odakli habercilik kavrami Tirkiye'de ise 1996 yilinda gdrisilmeye baslanan ‘Bagimsiz iletisim
Ag Projesi’ (BIA) deger kazanmaya baslamistir. BIA Projesi, iletisim Vakfi yetkilileri, Turk
Muhendis ve Mimar Odalari Birligi (TMMOB) ve Turk Tabipleri Birligi (TBB) katiimiyla
gorusulmeye baslanmis ve bu gorismelerde bagimsiz sekilde galisacak olan bir iletisim agi
olusturmak hedeflenmistir. AB'nin, European Instrument for Democracy and Human Rights
(EIHDR) (insan Haklari ve Demokrasi inisiyatifi Programi) sayesinde BIA Projesine ekonomik
destek saglanmustir. 13 Ocak 20071'de izmir'de projenin ‘Kurulus Konferans!’ gergeklestirilmis ve
tlzel bir kisilik kazanmasi kararlastirilan BIA resmi olarak kurulmustur (Taylan, 2012, s. 210-216).

2017'de kurulmus olan Ucan Suptrge Vakfi'nin cikarttigi ‘Ucan Haber' adli dergi de yine
merkezine kadini koyan bir hak odakli habercilik Grinudur. Ozellikle cocukluk yasinda ve zorla
evlilik konularini ele alip glindeme tasimakta ve bu sorunun ¢ozimu igin faaliyetlerde
bulunmaktadir (Ugan Stpurge Vakfi, 2024).

Hak odakli habercilige verilecek bir baska ornek ise ‘Engelsiz Kadin Haber Agrdir (EKHA). Alti
Nokta Korler Dernegi tarafindan 2018'de Kadin Meclisi'nin bunyesinde kurulan ve galisanlarinin
engelli kadinlarin olustugu bir medya kurulusudur. Engelli kisilerin medyada dogru sekilde
sunulmasi ve elestirel medya okuryazarliginin arttinimasi igin faaliyetlerde bulunmaktadir
(Journo, 2024).

Tiirkiye'de yerel medya

Osmanli doneminden itibaren Cumhuriyet yillarini da kapsayacak sekilde Turkiye'de toplumsal,
siyasi, ekonomik, kulturel vb. bircok degisim ve dontsim yasanmistir. Yasanan gelismeler, basin
hayatinin gelisimini radikal sekilde etkilemis, kimi gazetelerin kapanirken kimi yayinlar da yeni
yeni basin hayatina dahil olmustur. Dolayisiyla da basinin hem toplumsal sureclerden
etkilendigini hem de toplumsal suregcleri etkiledigini soylemek mumkundur. Osmanli zamaninda
cikartiimaya baslanan vilayet gazeteleri de, bugtnku yerel gazetelerin temelini olusturmaktadir.
Matbaanin Osmanli topraklarina 1490'larda gelmesiyle basin yayin hayati da canlanmaya
baslamistir (Ozkaya-Duman, 2013, s. 1034, Girgin, 2009, s. 14 ve Kologlu, 2010, s. 2).

ik Osmanli matbaasi ise Sait Efendi ve ibrahim Muteferrika tarafindan ‘Dar'tit-Tiba'at- Ul-Amire’
adiyla kurulmus ve halk icerisinde ‘Basmahane’ olarak anilmistir. Bu matbaada basilan ilk eser,
‘Kitab-1 Ligat-1 Vankulu (Vankulu S6zIUgu) olmustur (Girgin, 2009, s. 18). Osmanli devleti sinirlari
dahilinde gikartilan ilk gazete ise ‘Bulletin Des Nouvelles'dir (Haberler Bulteni) ilerleyen yillarda
azinliklar tarafindan farkli isimde gazeteler gikartiimaya devam etmistir (Aydeniz, 2007, s. 10).

Ik resmi gazete, 1831'de ‘Takvim-i Vekayi' adi ile ¢cikartiimaya baslanirken, 1840'ta ilk yari resmi
gazete olan ‘Ceride-i Havadis’ yayin hayatina baslamistir (Girgin, 2009, s. 27-28). 1860'ta basin
yayin hayatinda kendine yer bulan ‘Terciuman-i Ahval’ gazetesi de ilk 6zel gazete olmustur. Ayrica
bu gazete, Turkiye'de fikir gazeteciliginin de filizienmeye basladidi ilk gazetelerdendir (inugur,
2005, s. 185-187). ilerleyen yillarda basin yayin hayati ¢esitlenmeye baslamustir.

Turkiye'deki yerel basinin ortaya ¢ikis noktasini ise Osmanl zamaninda cikartilmaya baslanan
vilayet gazeteleri olusturmaktadir. 1864te Tuna Vilayet Nizamnamesini ¢ikartiimis ve bu
nizamname ile her ilde bir basimevi kurulmasi kararlastiriimistir (Cig, 2007, s.46, Demirci, 2016,
s.64).

Yerel medya kavramini, belirli bir bolge igerisinde yayimlanmakta olup, ait oldugu bolgenin
sorunlarini ve ihtiyaglarini dile getirerek yerel halk ve yerel yoneticiler ile arasinda bir kdpru gorevi
goren Kkitle iletisim araglari olarak tanimlamak mumkunddr. Yerel medya, bulundugu bolge
icerisindeki halka yasanilan yer fikrini kazandirmakta, ayni zamanda yerel kamuoyunun ve yerel
glindemin sekillenmesinde etkili olmaktadir (Kurtbas, Dogan ve Goker, 2009, 5.20-21).

Yerel medya, yerel halk ile yerel yoneticiler arasinda bir nevi kopru gorevi gormekte, yerli halkin
problemlerini ve yereldeki yoneticilere aktarirken, bir yandan da se¢im zamanlarinda yerel
yonetici adaylarini da yerli halka tanitma gorevini yerine getirmektedir. Zaman zaman da yerel
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yonetimlerin eksik yonlerini dile getirmekte ve yerel yonetimler Uzerinde denetim gorevini
uygulayabilmektedir. Dolayisiyla yerel basin da dahil olmak Gzere yerel medya kuruluslarinin,
yerel kamuoyu ve yerel guindemin olusturulmasi ve demokrasinin gelistiriimesi sureclerinde
onemli bir gorevi ifa ettigini soylemek mimkindur (Temel, vd., 2013, s.128). Ulusal basinda
islenen konular, gogunlukla ulusun genelini ilgilendiren konular oldugu icin, yerel taleplerin ve
sorunlarin dile getiriimesinde yerel medya araclari degerli bir rol Ustlenmektedir. Yaygin
medyada yer almayan konular ve problemler, yerel medyada dile getirilmektedir (Yasin, 20009,
s.116).

Mastin, 2000 yilinda gergeklestirdigi arastirmasinda yerel medyanin, yerel halki sivil ve siyasi
katihm surecinde harekete gecirmede kullanilabilecek degerli bir kaynak olarak
nitelendirmektedir (Mastin, 2000, s.123). Scheufele, Shanahan ve Kim tarafindan 2002'de
gerceklestirilen calismada, vatandaslarin birtakim yerel konula dair farkindaliklarinin arttirimasi
slirecinde, yerel gazetelerin etkili bir rol oynadi§i tespit edilmistir (Scheufele, Shanahan ve Kim,
2002, 5.439-441). Ayrica yerel medya araclari, yurttaslarin yasadiklari yerel bolgeye yonelik sorun
ve endiseleri daha yakindan goérmelerini de saglamaktadir (Moy vd., 2004, s.543).

Yerel medya kavramini, insan haklari ve hak odakli habercilik kavramlari baglaminda ele alan erli
ve yabanci bircok calisma literaturde yer almaktadir. Bu ¢alismalarin cogunda da, yerel medya
haberleri Uzerinden haberde temsil sorunu ve otekilestirme kavramlari incelenmektedir.

Kohnen ve Lacy (2018) ve Gilliam ve lyengar (2000), Korkmaz ve Ulusal (2020), Yicebas (2015),
Bayram (2016) ve Hurd, Mahal, Ng ve Kanagasingam (2020) tarafindan farkli farkli tarihlerde
gercgeklestirilen calismalarda, toplum igerisinde azinlikta kalan veya Otekilestirilen
kisilerin/gruplarin yerel medyadaki sunumu incelenmistir. Bu arastirmacilarin genel olarak tespit
ettigi ortak sonug, azinlik gruplarin yerel medyada genellikle olumsuz nitelemeler esliginde
sunuldugu gercegidir. Toplumsal hayatin genel kabul gormuts normlarinin disinda kalan
bireyler/gruplar cogunlukla sorun cikaran, tehdit unsuru veya yardima muhtac¢ ve acinasi
kimseler seklinde olumsuz sekillerde sunulmaktadir. Medyadaki bu durum, ginimuzde de hala
varligini surddrmektedir.

Yontem

Aragtirmanin deseni

Bu galisma, Atatiirk Universitesi Sosyal Bilimler Enstitiisi Gazetecilik Doktora Progaminda
devam etmekte olan doktora tezinden Uretilmistir. Ayni zamanda bu doktara tezi, Ataturk
Universitesi Bilimsel Arastirma Projeleri (BAP) kapsaminda ‘SDK-2023-12375" kodu ile BAP
Projesi olarak vyurutilmekte olup, yine BAP sistemi tarafindan finanse edilmekte ve
desteklenmektedir.

Bu calismada, Turkiye'deki gazeteciler cemiyeti baskanlarinin insan haklari ve hak odakli
habercilik kavramlarina yaklasimlarini  bolgelerarasi  bir  karsilastirma ile incelemek
amaclanmistir. Calismanin amacina ulasabilmesi igin, nitel arastirmalarda siklikla kullanilan
fenomenoloji deseni kullaniimis ve cemiyet baskanlarinin mesleki deneyim yillari igerisinde insan
haklari ve hak odakli habercilik kavramlarina yonelik tutum ve bakis acilari anlasiimaya
calisilmistir. Epizodik gorisme yonteminin kullanildigi bu arastirmada, cemiyet baskanlari ile yari
yapilandiriimis gorusmeler gergeklestirilmistir.

Gergeklestirilen yari yapilandiriimis gorismeler, BAP Projesi'nden saglanan finansal kaynak
vasitasi ile 2024 yilinin Ocak-Mart aylar araliginda orneklem illere gidilerek, katilimcilar ile
yuzyuze gergeklestiriimistir. Katiimcilarin igyerleri ortamlarinda gerceklestirilen gortsmeler,
cemiyet baskanlarinin gonulld katihmina bagl olarak uygulanmistir. Arastirma hakkinda
katilimcilar bilgilendirildikten sonra, hazirlanan onam formu katilimcilara imzaltilmistir. Onam
formlari, arastirmaci himayesinde gizli tutulmaktadir. Gorismeler gergeklestirilirken arastirma
etik ilkelerine uygun hareket edilmistir.
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Arastirmada, hipotezden ziyade arastirma sorusu ve alt sorular olusturulmus ve yapilan
gortsmelerde bu sorulara cevap aranmistir. Turkiye'deki gazeteciler cemiyeti baskanlarinin
insan haklari ve hak odakli habercilik kavramlarina yonelik yaklasimlarinda bolgelerarasi bir fark
bulunmakta midir? sorusu ¢alismanin ana sorusunu olusturmaktadir. Arastirma alt sorulari ise
asagidaki gibidir:

1. Gazeteciler cemiyeti baskanlari, yerel medya calisanlarinin bolgesel ve ulusal capta hak
odakli habercilik yapma orani hakkinda ne dusunmektedir?

2. Gazeteciler cemiyeti baskanlari, galistigi kurulusun, habercilik pratikleri icerisinde insan
haklari ve hak odakli habercilik kavramlarina iligkin tutumu hakkinda ne distnmektedir?

3. Gazeteciler cemiyeti baskanlari, bireysel ve kurumsal faktorlerin, hak odakli habercilik
yapma noktasinda yerel medya calisanlari Uzerindeki etkisi hakkinda ne dustinmektedir?

4. Gazeteciler cemiyeti baskanlar, bolgesel farklilklarin, hak odakli habercilik yapma
noktasinda yerel medya ¢alisanlar Uzerindeki etkisi konusunda ne dtistnmektedir?

Orneklem grubu

GCalismanin evrenini, Turkiye'deki butun gazeteciler cemiyeti baskanlar olusturmaktadir.
Orneklem ise Yerel Medya Veri Tabani 2021 Raporu dikkate alinarak belirlenmistir. Yerel Medya
Veri Tabani 2021 Raporu’na dikkate alindiginda; Turkiye'deki yedi farkl cografi bolge icerisinde
sayl bakimindan en fazla yerel medya kurulusuna sahip oldugu tespit edilen Samsun, istanbul,
Ankara, Izmir, Erzurum, Mersin ve Kahramanmaras illeri érneklem sehirler olarak segilmistir
(yerelmedyavt.com). Bu sehirlerdeki gazeteciler cemiyet baskanlari, yari yapilandiriimis goriisme
formuna yanit veren katilimcilari olusturmaktadir. Yerel medya kuruluglarinin ¢calisma prensibini
daha yakindan taniyabilmek, yerel medya galisanlarin habercilik pratikleriicerisinde insan haklari
ve hak odakli habercilik kavramlarina yaklasimlarinda hangi faktorlerin etkili oldugunu ve
haberlestirme sureclerinde bu faktorlerden nasil etkilendiklerini anlama noktasinda, ilgili sehirde
yillarca yerel medyanin icerisinde bulunmus ve bu meslege emek vermis gazeteciler cemiyeti
baskanlarinin bu konudaki gorus ve onerilerini almak dnem arz etmektedir.

Etik kurul onayi

Bu calisma; 2. yazar danismanh@inda, 1. yazar tarafindan yazilan ve halihazirda Ataturk
Universitesi Gazetecilik Ana Bilim Dal’'nda devam etmekte olan, Tirkiye'deki Yerel Medya
Mensuplarinin Habercilik Pratikleri igerisinde insan Haklar Kavramina Yaklasimi: Bolgelerarasi
Bir inceleme’ baslikli Doktora Tez'inden Uretilmistir. Arastirmada yayin etidine uyulmustur.
Atatlrk Universitesi Sosyal ve Beseri Bilimler Etik Kurul tarafindan 21.11.2022 oturum tarihi, 21
Oturum sayisi ve 318 Karar sayisl ile oybirligiyle Etik Kurul onayr alinmistir.

Bulgular

Katilmcilara uygulanacak yari yaplandiriimis gorisme formu sorulari olusturulurken, ilk etapta
hazirlanan sorular ile Karadeniz bolgesinden bes farkli ildeki gazeteciler cemiyeti baskanlari ile
pilot calisma yapilmistir. Pilot ¢calisma ile sorularin agikhigi ve anlasilabilirligi ortaya koyulmaya
calisilmistir. Cemiyet baskanlarindan alinan geri donutler sayesinde sorularda iyilestirme ve
duzenleme yapilmistir. Ardindan revize edilen sorular, iletisim alaninda uzman akademisen
gorusune sunulmustur. Uzman gorustnden alinan geri donutler sayesinde yari yapilandiriimis
gordsme formu son halini almistir.

Yar yapilandirimis gérisme formunda yer alan sorular vasitasi ile arastirmanin ana ve alt
sorularina cevap aranmaya galigiimistir.

Yari yapilandiriimis gorusme formunda kullanilan sorular asagidaki gibidir:

1. Demografik Sorular: Yas, cinsiyet, mezuniyet durumu, meslek, calisilan sehir, ¢alisilan
kurulus, mesleki deneyim yili, aylik maddi gelir duzeyi
2. Habercilik alaninda hangi pozisyonlarda galistiniz?
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.
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Meslekte calistiginiz yillar icerisinde insan haklari duyarli ve hak odakli bir habercilik
anlayisi ile calistiginizi distntyor musunuz? Ornekler ile aciklayiniz.

Mesleginiz ile ilgili olarak insan haklari kavramina iliskin herhangi bir egitim aldiniz mi?
Eger aldiysaniz bu egitimi hangi kurumdan aldiniz veya egitim almadiysaniz ilgili
kavrama iliskin egitim almayi dtstntyor musunuz?

Mesleginiz ile ilgili olarak hak odakli habercilik kavramina iligkin herhangi bir egitim
aldiniz mi? Eger aldiysaniz bu egitimi hangi kurumdan aldiniz veya egitim almadiysaniz
ilgili kavrama iligkin egitim almayi disunuyor musunuz?

Bir olayin/durumun haberlestirilme strecinde olay/durum icerisindeki fail ya da magdur
kisinin irki, milliyeti, cinsel yonelimi, dini inanci vb. haberlestirme surecini nasil etkiledigini
dusundyorsunuz?

Calistiginiz kurulus icerisinde insan haklari ve hak odakli habercilik kavramlarina iliskin
egitim, seminer vb. faaliyetler diizenlenmekte midir? Ornekler ile agiklayiniz.

GCalistiginiz kurulusun habercilik pratikleri igerisinde insan haklari kavramina iliskin genel
tutumu nasildir?

Galistiginiz kurulusun habercilik pratikleri icerisinde hak odakli habercilik kavramina
iliskin genel tutumu nasildir?

Medya calisanlarinin yeterli anlamda insan haklari ve hak odakli habercilik anlayisi ile
hareket ettigini distundyor musunuz? Calistiginiz sehir, bolge ve Ulke genelinde bir
degerlendirme yapar misiniz?

Sizce yerel, bolgesel ve ulusal capta habercilik pratiklerinin insan haklari odakli ve olumlu
yonde gelistirilmesine iliskin kararlarin alinabilmesinde yetkili kisi ve kurumlar ne tur
adimlar atmalidir?

Calistiginiz sehrin veya genel olarak bolgenin kulttrel yapisi hakkindaki dtsutnceleriniz
nelerdir?

Bolgesel anlamdaki farkliliklarin, yapilan habercilik isine nasil bir etki ettigini/edecegini
dusundyorsunuz?

Bolgesel anlamdaki farkliliklarin, yapilan habercilik isi igerisinde insan haklari ve hak
odakli habercilik kavramlarina iliskin nasil bir etkisi oldugunu didsunutyorsunuz?
Mesleginizi icra ederken insan haklari veya hak odaklari habercilik ile iliskili karsilastiginiz
bir gelismeyi ve bunu habercilik pratikleri gercevesinde nasil ele aldiginizi agiklayabilir
misiniz? (Tecribe, gozlem, yasanan bir olay/durum vb. Gizerinden)

Calismaya iligskin gorts ve oOnerilerinizi belirtebilirsiniz. Arastirmaya katildiginiz igin
tesekkur ederiz.

Tablo 1 Cinsiyet dagilimi

Kategoriler N

1. Kadin
2. Erkek

(@) Q=N

Cinsiyet 3. Diger 0

Toplam 7

Tablo 2 Yas dagilimi

Kategoiler

Yas

18-24
25-31
32-38
39-45
46-52
53-59

60 ve Uzeri
Toplam

N Y e Yo Yo Na) P

Tablo 3 Mezuniyet

Kategoiler N
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ilkokul 1
Ortaokul 0
Lise 1
On lisans
Mezuniyet Lisans
Yiksek lisans
Doktora
Toplam

~NO L w-—-

Tablo 4 Mesleki deneyim yili

Kategoiler

1yildaaz

1-3 vl

4-6 yIl

79yl
Mesleki deneyim yili 10-12 yll

13-15yll

16 yil ve Uzeri

Toplam

\‘\‘ooOOOOZ

Tablo 5 Aylik maddi gelir diizeyi

Kategoiler
17.002 TL'den az
17.002 - 20.000 TL
20.001 -25.000 TL
Aylik maddi gelir diizeyi 25.001 -30.000 TL
30.001-35.000 TL
35.000 TL Uzeri
Toplam

Nwonooolf

Tablo 6. Calisilan Sehir

Kategoiler
Istanbul
Ankara
izmir
Calisilan sehir Mersin
Kahramanmaras 1
Erzurum
Samsun
Toplam 7

_\—\_\_\Z

—_ =

Katilimcilarin mesleki deneyimleri

Katilimcilar, mesleki deneyim yillari icerisinde muhabir, gazete sahibi, sunucu, genel yayin
yonetmeni, program yapimcisi, editor, yazi isleri muddrlugu vb. pozisyonlarda calistiklarini
belirtmigstir. Yine tum katilimcilar, meslekte ¢alistiklari yillar igerisinde insan haklarina duyarl ve
hak odakli habercilik yapmaya calistiklarini vurgulamistir. Farkli kesimlerden insanlarin sesleri
olmaya calistiklarini ve haksizliga ugrayanlarin haklarini aradiklari noktada onlara haber
metinlerinde ve kose yazilarinda yer verdiklerini belirtmislerdir.

Katihmcilarin insan haklari ve hak odakh habercilik kavramalarina yonelik egitim
durumlan

Bes katiimci, meslekleri ile iliskili olarak insan haklari kavramina yonelik herhangi bir egitim
almadigini, ancak meslekte gegirdigi yillar icerisinde bu kavramlari oncelikli ilke edinerek
calistiklarini ifade etmistir. Diger Erzurum ve Samsun’un gazeteciler cemiyeti baskanlari insan
haklari kavramina yonelik egitim aldi§l kurumlar arasinda ise Medya Arastirmalari Dernegi,
Avrasya Medya iletisim Konfederasyonu ve Basin Konseyi, Miilteciler Dernedi ve Ankara
Gazeteciler Cemiyeti siralamistir.
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Katiimcilarin 6's1, meslekleri ile iliskili olarak hak odakli habercilik kavramina yonelik herhangi bir
egitim almadigini, fakat tipki insan haklari kavraminda oldugu gibi, meslekte gegcirdikleri yillar
icerisinde hak odakli haberciligin nasil yapilmasi gerektigine dair tecrtbeler edindiklerini
belirtmislerdir. Sadece Samsun'un gazeteciler cemiyeti baskani, Dokuz8 Haber ve Tdrkiye
Gazeteciler Cemiyeti'nden ilgili kavrama yonelik egitim aldigini ifade etmistir. Ayrica, katilimcilar
kendileri objektif, esitlik¢i ve tarafsiz bir tavir sergilerken ayni zamanda diger paydaslar i¢in de
ornek olmaya calistiklarini, meslekteki herkesin bu tutumla isini yapmasinin onemli ve gerekli
oldugunu da vurgulamugtir.

Katilmcilarin tamami, bir gelisme meydana geldiginde bu gelismeyi haberlestirirken olay
icerisindeki failin/magdurun irki, milliyeti, cinsel yonelimi, dini inanci vb. faktorlerin, haberlestirme
sureglerini etkilememesi gerektigini belirtmistir. Cemiyet baskanlari, bir olayl haberlestirirken
gazetecilik etik ilkelerine ve haber yazim kurallarina bagl kalindigi takdirde bu faktorlerin haberi
yapan Kisiyi etkilemeyecegini ifade etmistir. Fakat glinimuzde medya sektoriinde var olan bir
takim faktorler, ornegin ekonomik kaygilar, ikili iliskiler, ideolojik anlayis vb. etkenlerin haber
yapim suregclerini ne yazik ki etkiledigini ve bu durumun bir tdrlt asilamadigini vurgulamislardir.
Dahasl, bu konunun hassas oldugunu ve haber yazma surecine dahil olan herkesin bu konuda
gereken hassasiyeti gostermesi gerektiginin altini gizmislerdir.

Katilimcilarin igyerlerine yonelik goriigleri

Katilimeilarin 5%, calistiklari kurulus igerisinde insan haklari ve hak odakli habercilik kavramlarina
yonelik bir takim seminer ve egitim faaliyetleri duzenlendigini belirtmistir. Duzenlenen egitim ve
seminerler ile meslek calisanlaring, Uyelerine ve medya sektortndeki ilgili kisilere, habercilik
pratikleri icerisinde insan haklar kavramini 6nemseyen ve hak odakli habercilik yapma
noktasinda onlarin olumlu yonde gelisimlerini saglayacak faaliyetlerde bulunduklarini ifade
etmislerdir. Sadece Mersin ve Kahramanmaras illerindeki katiimcilar, galistiklari kurulusta bu
kavramlara yonelik bir egitim veya seminer dlzenlenmedigini dile getirmistir.

Katilimeilarin tamami galistiklar kurulus igerisinde, habercilik pratikleri agsisindan insan haklari
ve hak odakli habercilik kavramlarina iliskin son derece titiz bir tavir takindiklarini dile getirmistir.
Kuruluglari igerisinde insan haklari ve hak odakli habercilik kavramlarini kavramini onemseyen,
titizlikle ele alan ve bu kavramlarin savunucusu olan bir habercilik anlayisi tasidiklarini ve bunu
surdurmeye calistiklarini ifade etmislerdir. Yaptiklar haberlerde insanlari hedef gostermeyen,
tarafsiz, esitlikci ve objektif bir habercilik anlayisini sirdirme noktasinda gayret gosterdiklerini
de vurgulamiglardir.

Katilimcilarin bolgesel ve ulusal ¢apta hak odakli haberciligin uygulanigina dair
gorusleri

Gordismeye katilan katihmcilarin tamami, yasadiklari bolge ve Ulke genelinde medya
calisanlarinin yeterli bir insan haklari ve hak odakli habercilik anlayisi ile hareket etmediklerini
ifade etmistir. Bu kavramlarin aksine, Turkiye genelinde ticari iliskiler ve ¢ikar odakli hareket
edildigini ve tasra ve merkez fark etmeksizin bu durumun yurt genelinde hemen hemen ayni
oldugunu belirtmislerdir. Dahasi, eger bir medya organinda hak odakli habercilik yapilirsa bunun,
okunma ve tiraj bakimindan olumsuz bir ¢iktisi olacagini dtstnen bir katihmci da vardir. Bu
katilimcl, bu durumun nedeni olarak da ulke genelinde sansasyonel haberciligin yaygin oldugunu
ve hak odakli habercilige yonelen yayin organlarinin tiklanma oranlarinin ve haliyle reklam
gelirlerinin dusebilecegdini belirtmistir.

Katiimcilar genel anlamiyla yerel, bolgesel ve ulusal ¢capta habercilik pratiklerinin insan haklari
odakli ve olumlu yonde gelistirilmesi icin yetkili kisi ve kurumlarin ne tir adimlar atmasi gerektigi
noktasinda ortak kanaatleri tasimaktadir. Verdikleri oneriler arasinda, ilgili lise ve universite
alanlarinda bu kavramlara yonelik egitimlerin ivedilikle verilmesi gerekliligi birinci sirada yer
almaktadir. Ayni sekilde, aslinda gazeteciligin kamu yararina yapilan bir is oldugunun kabul
edilmesi ve bu noktada medya galisanlarinin ekonomik bagimsizliginin ve daha sonra da
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editoryal bagimsizligin saglanmasi gerektigi konusunda katiimcilar hem fikirdir. Ayni zamanda
katiimcilar, habercilik pratikleriicerisinde insan haklari ve hak odakli habercilik kavramlarin nasil
ele alinacagi ve nasil islenmesi gerektigi konusunda ulusal ve uluslararasi belgelerin titizlikle ele
alinmasini ve bunlari agiklayan egitimlerin dizenlenmesi gerektigini vurgulamistir.

Katilimcilarin bolgelerarasi farkiliklara yonelik goriigleri

Katiimcilara, calistiklari sehir veya genel olarak bolgenin kulturel yapisi hakkindaki distnceleri
soruldugunda genel olarak tasra olarak nitelendirebilecegimiz Anadolu sehirlerindeki
katihmcilar, yasadiklari yerin kilttrel dokusu, koklu tarihi gegmisi, Ulkenin birlik ve beraberligine
verdigi katki vb. nitelemeler ile birlikte bolgelerini anlatmistir. Fakat kozmopolitligin cok oldugu,
ulkenin Bati kismi olarak tabir edebilecedimiz sehirlerdeki katiimcilar ise bu konuyu habercilik
pratikleri cercevesinde ele almis ve giderek artan sehirlesme ve kozmopolitlesme nedeniyle,
birlikte ve i¢ ice yasamayi hosgoru ve saygi ile karsilayan, insan haklari Gnemseyen bir anlayisin
tum medya sektorine yayllmasi gerektigine vurgu yapmistir.

Bolgesel anlamdaki farkliliklarin, yapilan habercilik tlriine nasil bir etki ettigine/edecedine dair
katilimcilara yoneltilen soruya istinaden, katiimcilarin bu noktada Uge bolindugunu soylemek
mumkundur. Bazi katilimcilar, bolgesel farkliliklarin habercilik isine renk ve gesitlilik katacagini
ve zengin bir haber icerigi olusturulmasina olanak taniyabilecegini ifade etmistir. Bazilari ise
gazetecilik etik ilkelerine ve haber yazim kurallarina uyuldugu takdirde, bolgesel farkliliklarin
habercilik isinde herhangi bir etkisini olmayacagini vurgulamistir. Genel olarak Anadolu
kismindaki  katihmcilar, bolgesel farkliliklarin  habercilige olumlu bir katki yapacagini
dusunduklerini dile getirmistir. Bati olarak tarif edebilecedimiz taraftaki katilimcilar ise bolgesel
farkliliklarin, hem medya ¢alisani tarafindan haberin yazim asamasinda hem de yazilan haberin
insanlar tarafindan anlamlandirimasi asamasinda etkili oldugunu dile getirmislerdir. Dogu
bolgeleri basta olmak Uzere codu cografi bolgede hak odakli haberciligin tam olarak
bilinmedigini ve uygulanmadigini, dolayisiyla da bu konuda daha gidilecek gok yolun oldugunu
belirtmiglerdir.

Sonug ve oneriler

Bu calisma gerceklestirilirken yapilan literatir taramasi sonucunda, gazeteciler cemiyeti
baskanlari ile hak odakli habercilik kavramlarini birlikte ele alan doktora dizeyinde herhangi bir
calismaya ulasilamamistir. incelenen birgok akademik calismada, hak odakli habercilik
kavraminin haberde temsil bigimleri veya nefret soylemlerinin analizi Uzerinden incelendigi
sonucuna ulasiimistir. Fakat bu c¢alisma, yerel medyanin taninmasinda ve ¢alisma prensibinin
anlasiimasinda son derece kiymetli bilgilere vakif olan gazeteciler cemiyeti baskanlarn ile
gergeklestiriimistir. Dolayisiyla bu arastirmanin, doktora dizeyinde bir ilk olacagi ve literattrde
onemli bir boslugu dolduracagr dustnulmektedir. Ayrica ¢alismanin sonuclarinin, yerel medya
kuruluslarinin  eg@itim  politikalarinin - gelistiriimesine  ve adil habercilik  pratiklerinin
yayginlastirimasina degerli katkilar saglamasi umulmaktadir.

Katilimcilara uygulanan yari yapilandiriimis gorismeler sonucunda, katihmcilarin genel olarak
insan haklari ve hak odakli haberciligi onemsedigi ancak bu kavramlara yonelik egitim alma
noktasinda eksik olduklari sonucuna ulasiimistir. Ayrica toplum icerisinde azinlikta kalan veya
zaman zaman oOtekilestirilen kisilerin seslerinin duyurulmasi veya bu kisilerin haberlestirilmesi
noktasinda, yerel medya calisanlar Uzerinde bireysel faktorlerden ziyade bilhassa kurumsal
birtakim faktorlerin etkili oldugu kanaatinde olduklar fark edilmistir. isyerlerinin ekonomik kar
kaygilari, egemen guglerle iligkileri, reklam verenlerin baskisi vb. faktorlerin, yerel medya
calisanlarinin haberlestirme sureglerini etkiledigi ve bu etkinin ozellikle dogu illerindeki veya
kozmopolitligin gok oldugu buyuk sehirlerde daha fazla hissedildigi sonucuna ulasilmistir.

Yerelin tanitiimasinda, yerel kamuoyunun ve yerel gindemin olusturulmasinda yerel medyanin
gucu acik bir gercektir. Dolayisiyla yerel medya, insan haklari ve hak odakli habercilik kavramlari
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ile birlikte degerlendirildiginde, toplumdaki tim kesimin sesi olmayi kendine gorev edinmeli ve
ona gore hareket etmelidir. Bu noktada ilgili tim yerel medya calisanlari, bu kavramlara dair
egitimleri ivedilikle almali ve bunu, habercilik pratikleri baglaminda hakkaniyet ile uygulamalidir.
Medya calisanlari, ilgili kavramlara yonelik alacaklari egitimleri hem sektorde ise baslamadan
once hem de meslekte gecirdigi yillarda gelismelere ve 6grenmeye acik bir bakis agisi ile almaya
O0zen gostermelidir. Yetkili kisi ve kurumlar da, bu konuda Uzerlerine dusen gorev ve
sorumluluklari yerine getirmelidir.

Bireysel veya kurumsal birtakim faktorlerin, yapilan habercilik isinin objektifklik ve tarafsizlik
noktalarina negatif yonde etki etmesinin de ontne gecilmelidir. Her ne kadar ginimuz medyasi
kar amacli ve belirli ideolojilere gore hareket ediyor olsa da, konu insan haklari, adalet, esitlik vb.
oldugunda hakkaniyetli davranmali ve bu tutumunu da daimi surdurmelidir. Clnku kamuoyunun
olusmasinda ve sekillenmesinde medyanin gucu yadsinamaz bir gercektir.

Sonug olarak, bu calisma yerel medyanin insan haklari ve hak odakli habercilik kavramlariyla
olan iligkisini derinlemesine ele alarak, gazeteciler cemiyeti baskanlarmin bu konudaki
goruslerini ortaya koymaktadir. Calisma, yerel medyanin islevselligi ve toplumsal sorumlulugu
hakkinda onemli bulgular sunmakta ve bu alanda gelecekte yapilacak arastirmalara isik
tutmaktadir. Yerel medya calisanlarinin egitimi ve kurumsal baskilarin azaltilmasi, toplumun tim
kesimlerinin sesinin duyulmasi ve adil habercilik pratiklerinin yayginlastirimasi agisindan buyuk
onem tasimaktadir. Bu baglamda, yetkili kurumlar ve medya kuruluslari, Gzerlerine dusen
sorumluluklari yerine getirerek, daha adil ve objektif bir medya ortaminin olusturulmasina katki
saglamalidir.

Bu galisma, orneklem illerdeki gazeteciler cemiyeti baskanlari ile gergeklestirilmistir. ileriki
calismalarda, Turkiye'dekitim gazeteciler cemiyeti baskanlarinin dahil olabilecegi bir gcalismanin
yapilmasi onerilebilir. Ayni sekilde yerel medyada calisan ve habercilik surecinde aktif rol
oynayan medya calisanlari ile de daha detayli arastirmalar yapilabilir. Bunun yani sira, yerel
medya c¢alisanlarini galistiklari is sahasinda gozlemlemek suretiyle yapilacak galismalarin da,
ilgili literattre onemli bir katki saglayacag@i dustnulmektedir.

Yazar katki oranlari

Calismaya 1. Yazar %50, 2. Yazar %50 oraninda katki saglamistir.

Cikar catismasi beyani

“TUrkiye'deki gazeteciler cemiyeti baskanlarinin insan haklari ve hak odakli habercilik
kavramlarina iliskin yaklagimlari: Bolgelerarasi bir inceleme” baslikli makalemizin herhangi bir
kurum, kurulus, kisi ile mali ¢ikar catismasi yoktur. Yazarlar arasinda da herhangi bir cikar
catismasi bulunmamaktadir.
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