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A Muslim Response to Evil: Said Nursi on the Theodicy.
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Theodicy and the Problem of Evil in Islam: The Risale-i Nur as Case
Study.
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ABSTRACT

The thesis at hand presents a critical analysis of the writings of the
contemporary, 20th century Muslim scholar, theologian and exegete Said
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Nursi (1876-1960) of Turkey. Special reference is given in this thesis to his
views and writings on theodicy and the problem of evil from the perspective
of Islam.

This thesis is an attempt to discover the Qur'anic narrative of evil (sharr)
as deviating from the human perception of evil in this world; to analyze
Nursi's magnum opus on the definition of sharr and its correspondence to the
Qur'anic definition thereof; and to challenge Nursi's works with the thoughts
and views of his predecessors and contemporaries in order to try to filter new
insights and offer possible solutions to theodicy and the problem of evil
through Nursi's Risale-i Nur Collection.

The methodology that has been used in this study follows lzutsu's
example as seen in Ethico-Religious Concepts of the Qur'an and God and
Man in the Koran: namely to conduct an inductive investigation of the term
sharr in the Qur'an and Nursi's Risale-i Nur Collection.

There are several issues that can be considered to be the main findings of
this study: 1) human perception of evil in this world to a great extent at odds
with the Qur'anic definition of sharr, 2) new theological concept called
'negative worship', establishing a relation between sharr and worship, 3)
relationship between theodicy and the Divine Names of God, 4) link
between the human 'I' (ana) and, if misused, its encouragement for all kinds
of ashrar (pl. sharr), 5) original interpretation to the Qur'anic verse [2:30], 6)
sharr, ana and free choice (juzT ikhtiyar) consist of the same nature and

finally 7) suffering of on-human beings part of the field of theodicy.

* % %

S AN e Gl ) ppgie ot @l mllaadl ST Flgs 7
o el ) asldl Fla] Gug Al s dle dia 51 saadl el
S Gllas e 5,8l 53155 S a0l B 3L &) i) Dlaey L2018 el
UT’-'U‘ 9Lo.l.$j dawde EJ.G @q?sﬁyﬁ &j JW’L.H )Jb\.a ?425\.)&} ALN Le
Wl odn e Sl 8wl 25 Ol e by LuluY) Y1 oiy]
OB JUs (Sl palisy By b5 o (Kew oI A3 0B 58 Lzl
IS s OF com gt e Bibw Jl5le Hladly 8 jenms L3I
Gl domy Ol Ll V1 AN adn pe Lo la) 0550 OF a0 30
S e 3305 Uzl ol i Y bl L s 1 2z



(WWV) b o sl om0l e (e s, VLS 3l 3 S

el dul s 5 2y col 55 i 5 bl el p oo ke wliall ols
SIS 5 A S O )l Als § o gty L s s S ol
M Dyime Dbl 1gnds LB oDl Sl el (e 523
T wpes PR E S NUNBSESES E PRI P IC RO PR SR
dsbss OT A1 B a0 e sgied SV Jodlly ps5 LS ol s Slides
Ll 5ed L1 iy e 58 A1 I3 e Sl Wl Glan Lo downine <1
ST A s o A ) ) S

s 555 e OF Al sl o3 21 Al e & p CLSU LY |
bod nr o 25 OT A Jor I3dires oy ) sy bl L5 5
iy peanll L3l uﬁjg\su”g O AN by il Bl asw

Nl (i ol sgie) anSon sl Aol gl I OF Sl e sy
s B Gl Dy e 6l e e IS JB s O e Gl
Pl olasle b Jorus OF Us )l 5]l Jo uS 55 cd3les gambsn 050 O
130l G ¢ W5 55 1 Bl SISV Dels oy 6,21
any plosly bl slii] e Jondl o Yt e bl JS8 Lo 8 )lee ST Byl
e e Bla 088 I VL SlalalT ells =] VT o

LIS s Lo o (B il IS0 o J) WIS b o A1 L
S5 sl dne sk el WSl e 5T sir 5 B B
oo ol sl Bl JS5 Baedl oISV 0 65 5 Sy b 2 5 Uylomasy
Ly JB 13l sl V1 eSS e O o flgndloe o L) L]
oA

Jeoall Gl e 2l T3 s ) s s g ol s o 5
O 3o 835,55 g1 L2l dlall wld SldsUls pealaold JYAI

Mo 3O s ank 3 ) LY L W sl sy
o b 5 s pde el S 0T AU s TN e 33 Y e
SV



VU sal [ Y Y g [ a2l ,ﬂﬁ;y@c/wﬁw (VWA)

ol Sl Wl )l wlidle jawess o5 AW Jpedll o
Lo et WLl SIS el LS sladl IM e olidledl ol
lodie gy sl s O B3N s W) 3Ll (S5 pony ) dims
3l Alaadly L) BN Sl my T ) o 2l Wl
bl a5 ale datl iy Sl b Al LSl Jar 4l
Uﬂuﬁ&a},ﬁ\@umujdjuw|éﬁs‘,ﬁ\abcﬁéx\
ey 20 gl Lo ssle s Y ol ddlul sl b

Al e sl e bl sladl a8 0L O fel aib (Jledl e e
58 5oke 5a Wil (S o Bl B Sede osall Ja 8 el LY
055 Y 13lds AUl sda e L5 13) cdah slaell e (6 T A e I DU
Sls 1 Bsluwo O3y Bl & lis A 5 0,3 0,5 Y JWL Lde & ol
5L ol pde med e gdenedl GAUI 3 s ll o5 ol jglay 23LSY1 2l
Dootne 128 elas Nl Sam s Ldabea s SlaeVI on Wadsl 05
Lddl B 2 psgie i Gy SN 3y et Tl BSen b 8l
s L gl ) &e gl SBLOYI o sty o OT 3 3 4 pgiay LS
NG

L s La gl JSLaadl opo o ot Ll 25l 22l ALt 06 140
JSLie el Wl o loe ol i3 50 o8 Ll o b i LT e
eldas!

P s A sk Gl b dsad b doln gl sl s
o A e oV oYl aEl e ey sl e Ll I Sl 51
O AN Hshe o Lol 2uas JI Bl b eyl Gom doerb & o 5N
i whblgxYly coS 0555 OF o’ imsdl JB LS 5l fla s
.“JWJ{YJWQJQ’QT%chOSTJojcOTJB.U

* %k 3k



