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Sg‘dﬁddin et-Teftazani’nin
(0. 792/1390) Serhu’t-Tasrif Adl1
Kitabindaki Sarf Illetleri

Oz

Illetler, sarf ve gramer iizerine ¢alisan dil bilim aras-
tirmacilarinin ilgi odagi olmaya devam edegelmektedir.
[lletlerin mazisi, Sarf Bilimi kadar eskidir. Ciinkii o, sarf-
taki olgular1 ve kaideleri agiklamakta ve arastirmacilarin
bu bilimde uzmanlagmasina, ve derinlemesine bilgi sahi-
bi olmasina yardimci olmaktadir. Ayrica kelime yapisin-
daki her hazif, tebdil, i’1al ve degisikligi ta’lil etmekte-
dir. Bu ilime yeni baglayanlar ve uzmanlar i¢in konunun
Onemi burada ortaya ¢ikmaktadir. Bu ¢alisma, Sa‘diiddin
et-Teftazani’nin Serhu’t-Tasrif adli eserindeki sarf illet-
lerine 151k tutmak amaciyla yapilmistir. Bu gergevede
yazarin ta’lil’l metodu agiklanmis, kitapta zikredilen
biitiin illetler tespit edilmis, kitaptaki boliimlere gore alt
boliimler olusturulmus, bunlarin tiirleri, konular1 ve bun-
lara sebep olan illetler aciklanmistir. Ayrica illetlerin ge-
cirdigi merhaleleri 6grenmek i¢in, kendisinden dnceki ve
kendisinden sonraki bazi ilim adamlarinin kullandiklar
illetlerden 6rnekler tizerinde durulmus, bu illetleri kabul
eden veya bagka illetleri ortaya koyanlar belirtilmistir.
Bu ¢aligmada betimleyici, analitik, tiimevarimsal bir me-
tod kullanilmigtir. Bu ¢alismanin en 6nemli bulgularin-
dan biri de Sa‘diiddin et-Teftazani’de illetlerin ¢oklugu
ve c¢esitliligidir. Bu kitapta yiiz yirmi besten fazla yerde
kirktan fazla illet ¢esidi kullanilmigtir. Bazi illetleri al-
mada Sibeveyh’i takip etmis ve delillerini aynen kabul
etmigstir. Kitapta en sik karsilasilan illetler, tahfif, sigel ve
karigikligr 6nleme illetleridir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Dil, Sarf, illet, Sa‘diiddin et-
Teftazani, Kitabu Serhi’t-Tasrif.

Morphological Causality in Sa’d Al-
Din Al-Taftazani’s (792 Ah) Sharh
Al-Tasrif

Abstract

Causality was and still is a central focus of linguistic
researchers studying morphology and grammar. It is as
old as morphology itself, as it explains morphological
phenomena and rules, and helps students to master and
delve into this science. It is causality that explains any
deletion, replacement, rationalization, or change in the
structure of a word. Hence, the importance of this issue
for both beginners and specialists. This study sheds light
on morphological causality in Sa’d al-Din al-Taftaza-
ni’s Sharh al-Tasrif, and clarifies his analytical approach
by extracting all the causes mentioned in the book and
classifying them according to the chapters of the book,
explaining their type and locations, the justifications he
used. This is done using a descriptive, analytical, and in-
ductive approach. One of the most important findings of
the study is the abundance and diversity of causes in Sa’d
al-Din al-Taftazani, as he used more than forty types of
causes in more than one hundred and twenty-five places.
He followed Sibawayh in some causes and took what he
went to. Among the most common causes in the book
are the cause of lightness and heaviness, and preventing
confusion

Keywords: The language, morphology, causality,
Sa’d al-Din al-Taftazani, Sharh al-Tasrif.
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Extended Abstract

Causality was and still is a central focus of linguistic researchers studying morphology and grammar. It is as old
as morphology itself, as it explains morphological phenomena and rules, and helps students to master and delve into
this science. It is causality that explains any deletion, replacement, rationalization, or change in the structure of a
word. Hence, the importance of this issue for both beginners and specialists. This study sheds light on morphologi-
cal causality in Sa’d al-Din al-Taftazani’s Sharh al-Tasrif, and clarifies his analytical approach by extracting all the
causes mentioned in the book and classifying them according to the chapters of the book, explaining their type and
locations, the justifications he used. This is done using a descriptive, analytical, and inductive approach. One of the
most important findings of the study is the abundance and diversity of causes in Sa’d al-Din al-Taftazani, as he used
more than forty types of causes in more than one hundred and twenty-five places. He followed Sibawayh in some
causes and took what he went to. Among the most common causes in the book are the cause of lightness and heavi-
ness, and preventing confusion.

Morphology, which was once a part of syntax, is considered the first field of study that linguists focused on in
Arabic sciences. It even preceded syntax in being taught in elementary schools after it was separated from it, due to
its subject matter relating to the study of the structure of words and the changes that occur in them, such as altera-
tion, substitution, omission, addition, corruption, and inversion. It is one of the most important linguistic tools and
is indispensable for anyone studying Arabic and Islamic sciences. What is necessary for completing a duty is itself
a duty. Therefore, when scholars addressed morphological phenomena and rules by studying and codifying them, it
became necessary to explain and justify them in response to questions, to confirm what was already stated, to defend
an opinion, or to object to an opinion. Thus, justification became integral to both syntax and morphology, in terms of
their origin and development.

No morphological book is without some form of justification, whether brief or extensive, due to the many benefits
that the explanatory method provides, helping learners understand morphological phenomena and their rules, and
contributing to learning and teaching them. Consequently, numerous morphological books have been written, filled
with justifications, both in their texts and commentaries. Among these texts is the Tafseer al-‘Azee, and among its
commentaries is the one by Saad al-Din al-Taftazani, with its accompanying gloss by Tadrij al-Adani.

Al-Taftazani’s commentary has had a significant place in the traditional schools (katatib) in Turkey and other
countries, and continues to do so. It is part of the curriculum there, studied by students after memorizing the original
text. Its benefit is not confined to the students of these schools but extends to anyone specializing in this type of study.
Thus, I decided to study his justifications and explore them in the hope that this research might benefit students and
specialists, considering the book’s numerous and diverse justifications. This study begins with an introduction that
defines justification, provides a brief biography of Saad al-Din al-Taftazani, and then explores the characteristics of
his morphological justifications, followed by a discussion of them according to the chapters of the book, concluding
with a summary of the most important findings.

His book is distinguished by the large number of justifications, despite its small size, and it is characterized by
several features. The following are some of the key points:

Justification for the Title Choice He begins by explaining why he chose the term “Tafseer” (morphology) instead
of “Sarf” (morphology), justifying that this science involves many forms of modification, so the term had to reflect
exaggeration and multiplicity to maintain consistency between the name and its meaning. Using Inductive Reasoning
for Justifications In the case of restricting simple verbs to three or four roots, he explains that there are no dual or
five-letter roots, based on inductive reasoning.

Justifications Related to Linguistic StructuresAl-Taftazani stated that justifications are based on circumstances
that occur after the establishment of language by its creator, citing the example of the attachment of the letter “t”
before “n” to align with the letter “m,” a linguistic adjustment done by the language creator.

Stating the Rule with Its Justification, Then Adding a New Justification For instance, in the case of the present
tense verb receiving an affix, he justifies it as a means of distinguishing it from the past tense, then follows with
another justification regarding the difficulty added by the affix and the need for specific letters to indicate certain
grammatical features.

Presenting a Disputed Rule and Justifying One Side He discussed the debated issue of whether the hamza (glottal
stop) should be added with a vowel or not, presenting two views and justifying the one that adds a hamza with a
vowel, explaining the reasons for this.
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Providing Multiple Justifications for One Rule In the case of the hamza in the middle of a word, he provides three
justifications for its vowel being a kasra (short vowel) instead of a fatah (another vowel), based on linguistic suitabi-
lity, avoiding difficulty in pronunciation, and ensuring clarity of meaning.

Justification with More Than One Explanation for a Single Issue

He offers three reasons for allowing either kasra or fatah in a verb form, based on historical grammar rules and the
relationship between the root letter and the surrounding vowel.

This book stands out not only for the numerous justifications but also for the depth and detail of its approach to
morphological studies.




