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Atif: Kadad, Mustafa. “Cahiliye Dénemi Siirlerinde Kiiltiirel Unsurlar " Amr b. Kiilstm Ornegi"”, Artuklu
Akademi 11/2 (Aralik, 2024), 476-497. https:/ /10.34247 /artukluakademi.1519605

Oz: Cahiliye dénemi siiri, Arap edebiyatinda yiiksek bir konuma ulagsmig ve sonraki dénemlerde sairler
tarafindan dili, imgeleri ve ifadeleri taklit edilmistir. Bu siirin, dilinin gtizelligi, tistiin belagati, duygular1
ve dogay1 samimi bir sekilde tasvir etmesi ve 6zellikle yapmacikliktan uzak olusu, ona bu seckin konumu
kazandirmustir. Ancak, tiim Cahiliye donemi sairlerini ayn 6zelliklerle degerlendirmek miimkiin degildir;
ciinkii onlarin sanatsal ozellikleri ve tisluplari farklilik gostermektedir. Bu nedenle, bu c¢alismada,
doénemin kiiltiirel, siyasi ve sosyal agidan énemli bir figiirii olan Amr bin Kulthum’un siiri incelenmistir.
Calisma, Amr bin Kulthum’'un siirindeki kiiltiirel oriintti kavramini, edebiyat elestirisinin simurlarim
asarak kiiltiirel elestiri yontemleriyle degerlendirmeyi amaclamaktadir. Bu yéntem, metinleri, inanglari,
diistinsel yapilari, gelenekleri ve sanatsal normlar: iceren kiiltiirel baglamda analiz etmeyi hedefler. Arap
distintirler tarafindan gelistirilen kiiltiirel elestirinin, edebi metinlerin estetik degerlerini analiz etme
yetenegi cercevesinde oriintiileri somutlastirdigi gortilmiistiir. Bu baglamda, kiilttirel ortinttiler ve 477
kiiltiirel elestiri, edebiyatin incelenmesinde yeni bir bakis acis1 sunmaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Arap Dili ve Belagati, Edebi Elestiri, Arap Siiri, Cahiliye Edebiyati, Kiiltiirel Oriintii,
‘Amr b. Kiilsim.
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Citation: Kadad, Mustafa. “Cultural Patterns in Pre-Islamic Poetry " The Case of ‘Amr b. Kiilsam"”,
Artuklu Akademi 11/2 (Dec 2024), 476-497. https:/ /10.34247 /artukluakademi.1519605

Abstract: Pre-Islamic poetry achieved a distinguished and prestigious status in Arabic literature. The
greatest evidence of this is the imitation by poets in subsequent eras of its language, imagery, and
expressions. This esteemed status is attributed to the beauty and distinctiveness of its language, its high
eloquence, the authentic artistic images that vividly depict the emotions and feelings of the poet, its
representation of nature- and most importantly- its simplicity and lack of lexiphanicism. However, we
cannot judge all pre-Islamic poets with a single characteristic due to their differences in artistic features
and qualities. Therefore, we needed to select one of them, and in this study, we have chosen to focus on
the poetry of “Amr b. Kulstm due to his significance in the cultural, political, and social realms of his
time.In this study, I have examined the concept of cultural patterns in the poetry of ‘Amr b. Kulstim, in
line with modern research in cultural criticism, which attempts to move beyond the confines of literary
criticism to cultural criticism. This shift advocates for a new and innovative perspective in analyzing
literary texts, encompassing beliefs, intellectual structures, traditions, and artistic norms. Notably, some
Arab thinkers' cultural criticism has crystallized latent patterns based on their ability to analyze the
aesthetic values of literary texts. Herein lies the importance of cultural patterns and cultural criticism.

Keywords: Arabic Language and Eloquence, Literary Criticism, Arabic Poetry, Pre-Islamic Literature,
Cultural Patterns, “‘Amr B. KiilsGim.
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Genisletilmis Ozet

Elestirisel ve kiilttirel calismalar, edebi metinlerin yapilandirilmasinda toplum ozellikleri ile yazi
arasindaki iligskiyi analiz etmeye odaklanmustir. Bu c¢alismalar, kiiltiirlerde egemen olan gelenekler ve
degerler sistemini analiz etmeyi amaglamistir. Arap siirine, 6zellikle de cahiliye donemine yonelik cesitli
elestirisel yaklasimlar ve her zaman ve nesilde meydana gelen degisimlerden etkilenmeleriyle birlikte, bu
yaklasimlarin, nesiller boyunca arastirmaci ve elestirmenlerin entelektiiel olgunluguna uygun olarak
olgunlastigini goriiyoruz. Boylece, Arap siirinin dizeleri arasindaki gizli anlamlar1 inceleyen edebi ve bilgi
modernitesinin bir yonii olarak "kiilttirel elestiri" ortaya ¢ikmustir.

Kiilttirel yapilarin ortaya cikarilmasi stireci, metinlerin ytizeysel anlamlarim okuyarak gizli anlamlarina
ulasmay1 hedefler ve bu siirecte yanilma ihtimalimiz de vardir. Ancak bu, edebi metinlerin okunabilir ve
yorumlanabilir olduguna isaret eder. Farkli okuyucularin farkli anlamlara ulasabilmesi, edebi metinlerin
dini, entelektiiel ve tarihi yonlerinin yani sira siirsel dilin simgesel ve karmasik dogasi nedeniyle
miimkiindiir. Modern arastirma yoéntemi yenilik ve titizlik ile karakterize edilir ve derinlemesine
okumalar caba, diisinme ve uygulama gerektirir. Bu baglamda iki tiir yap:1 vardir: biri kolayca
kavranamayan, digeri ise bilingli okumaya dayanan yapidur.

Bircok calisma, edebi elestiriden kiilttirel elestiriye gecis cabalar1 araciligiyla kiiltiirel elestiri kavramini ele
almistir. Kiilttirel elestiriyle birlikte gelen yeni ve yenilik¢i bir bakis agisiyla edebi metinleri analiz etme
cagrisi yapilmustir. Arap diisiintirler arasindaki bazi kiiltiirel elestiriler, edebi metinlerin estetik degerlerini
analiz etme yetenegi ile sekillenen ortiik yapilar: belirlemistir. Bu baglamda, kiiltiirel yapilarin ve kiilttirel
elestirinin 6nemi ortaya ¢tkmaktadir.

Kiilttirel yapilar acisindan incelenmeye deger edebi metinlerden biri de “Amr b. Kiilsim’un siirleridir. Bu
siirler, bnemli edebi anlamlar ve estetik degerler tasir. “Amr b. Kiilstim, cesaret ve onurla taninan cahiliye
donemi sairlerinden biridir ve savasta ve doviiste cesaret 6rnegi olarak kabul edilir. O, cahiliye doneminin
en unlii Arap sairlerinden biridir.

Kiiltiirel elestiri, Arap elestirisinde bir¢ok diisiiniir ve aragtirmaci tarafindan ortaya konmus bir terimdir.
Bazgii'ye gore, kiiltiirel elestiri, kiiltiirtin kapsamliligini arastirma konusu olarak ele alan zihinsel bir
faaliyettir ve siirsel meseleleri 6zelliklerinin gelisimine gore ifade eder. Kiiltiirel yapi, toplumu ytneten
kiiltiirel sistemdir ve toplumda egemen olan degerler, inancglar ve kiiltiirel algilar: icerir. Bu yap1, din,
tarih, siyaset ve ekonomi gibi cesitli faktorler tarafindan sekillendirilir. Elestiri diinyasinda, kiiltiirel
yapilar sanat eserlerinde gesitlenir ve ic ice gecer; bazen belirgin hale gelir, bazen ise gizlenir.

Kiilttirel yapr iki ttirden olusur:

1. Acik yap1: Bu tiir yapi, yazarin metninin kiilttirel ve estetik boyutunun farkinda oldugu zaman ortaya
cikar. Edebi okuma genellikle ortiik olani goz ardi eder ve agiga dayalidir.

2. Ortiik yapr: Ortiik yapy, kiiltiirel elestiri projesinde merkezi bir kavramdir ve dilsel anlami, gizleme ve
saklama ile iligkilidir.

'Amr b. Kiilsim'un siirinde gesitli kiilttirel yapilar vardir:

- Benlik yapisi: 'Amr b. Kiilsim'un siirinde, kabile gururu, alay, évgii ve cosku icinde benlik yapisi
baskindir. "Muallaka" adl1 siirinde kabileciligi yticeltmesi, konusmalarina genellikle "biz" ile baglamas: ve
"bizim" zamirini stk¢a kullanmasi, benlik yapisini pekistirir.

- Ovgii yapist: 'Amr b. Kiilstm'un siirinde 6vgii yapisi, kabilesine, giiglerine, savasgilara ve savasta onur
ve cesarete bagl diger unsurlara 6vgiide bulunur.

- Yergi yapist: 'Amr b. Kiilstim'un siirinde, kabilesini, kendisini ve ailesini savunmak amaciyla yergi yapisi
belirgindir.

- Giig yapist: Ovgii ve benlik yapilarinin yam sira giig, kiiltiirel bir yap1 olarak siirde ortaya cikar ve
ustiinliik nedenleriyle maddi nesneler ve canlilar arasinda gizli bir enerji dogurur.

- Bilgelik yapisi: Sairin sahip oldugu bilgelik ve bunu miikemmel bir sekilde ifade etme yetenegi, sairin
toplumsal roliiniin 6nemli bir parcasidir ve bu 'Amr b. Kiilsim'un vasiyetinde belirgindir.

Sonug olarak, 'Amr b. Kiilsim'un siirleri, o dénemin Arap toplumunun karakterize ettigi benlik, bilgelik
ve gii¢ gibi kiiltiirel yapilar tasir. Bu yapilar, siirlerin yiizeyindeki benlik gururu, yergi ve savunma ile
birlikte gelir. Kiltiirel yapilarin incelenmesi, edebi metinlere yeni bir boyut kazandirir ve bu alanda daha
fazla arastirma yapilmasini hak eder.
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Extended Abstract

Critical and cultural studies have focused on analyzing the relationship between societal traits and writing in
structuring literary texts. These studies also aim to analyze the system of prevailing norms and values in cultures. With
the various critical approaches to Arabic poetry, especially pre-Islamic poetry, and their influence by the changes that
occurred in each era and generation, we find that these approaches have matured in line with the intellectual maturity
of scholars and critics over generations. This led to the emergence of what is known as "cultural criticism," which is
considered one of the aspects of literary and intellectual modernity in the study of literature and the analysis of hidden
meanings in Arabic poetry.

The process of uncovering cultural patterns is akin to exploring metaphysics, identity, marginalization, and conflict. The
goal is to read the explicit patterns to reach the implicit ones as much as possible. We might not be entirely accurate in
this cultural reading, or we may not reach the same conclusions as others. This is due to the fact that literary texts are
subject to interpretation and re-interpretation. Differences in reading the explicit patterns lead to differences in
understanding the implicit ones. However, this represents the true openness of literary texts and the richness of their
religious, intellectual, and historical connotations. Furthermore, the poetic language of the poet was symbolic and
complex, imposed by his experience. This pattern dominated the poetic output. Additionally, modern research
methodology is characterized by innovation and precision, requiring deep reading, diligence, reflection, and application
that is linked to two patterns: one that may be difficult to grasp easily, and the other based on conscious reading.

Thus, many studies have addressed the concept of cultural criticism through their attempts to move from literary
criticism to cultural criticism. Consequently, the cultural patterns associated with cultural criticism have called for a
new and innovative perspective in analyzing literary texts, encompassing beliefs, intellectual structure, traditions, and
artistic norms. Notably, some aspects of cultural criticism among Arab thinkers have crystallized the implicit patterns
according to their ability to analyze the aesthetic values of the literary text. Herein lies the importance of cultural
patterns and cultural criticism.

Among the literary texts worthy of examination from the perspective of cultural patterns are the poems of “Amr b.
Kulstim. These poems are rich in significant literary meanings and aesthetic values that deserve study, especially
considering that “Amr b. Kulstm is one of the pre-Islamic poets known for his honor and bravery. He is often cited as
an example of courage and valor in war and battle and is considered one of the most famous pre-Islamic Arab poets.
Cultural criticism is a term that has emerged in Arab criticism through the efforts of many thinkers and researchers.
Bazghi defines it as an intellectual activity that harnesses the comprehensiveness of culture as its subject of study,
expressing poetic issues according to the development of their characteristics. The cultural pattern is the cultural system
that governs society, including the values, beliefs, and cultural perceptions that prevail in society. It is shaped by
various factors such as religion, history, politics, and economy. In the world of criticism, patterns are diverse and
intersect within the artwork, sometimes appearing and at other times hiding.

Cultural patterns are of two types:

1. Explicit pattern: This type of cultural pattern emerges when the author is aware of the cultural and aesthetic
dimension of his text. Literary reading often overlooks the implicit patterns and relies on the explicit.

2. Implicit pattern: The implicit pattern is a central concept in the project of cultural criticism, and its linguistic
connotation is associated with concealment and hiding.

The cultural patterns in “Amr b. Kiilsim's poetry are diverse:

- The ego pattern: This pattern dominates ‘Amr b. Kulsim's poetry, appearing in pride, mockery, praise, and
enthusiasm. In his "Muallaqa," his celebration of tribal masculinity is evident, often starting his speeches with "we" and
frequently using the pronoun "our," reinforcing the ego pattern in his poems.

- The praise pattern: In “Amr b. Kulsim's poetry, the praise pattern is directed towards his tribe, its strength, the
warriors, and other aspects related to honor and courage in battle, especially praising his tribe in wars against enemies.

- The satire pattern: This pattern is evident in “Amr b. Kulstim's poetry as he defends his tribe, himself, and his family.

- The masculinity pattern: The concept of masculinity among poets stemmed from the tribe's reliance on the poet for
defense, pride in its glories, and satirizing its opponents. The poet in the pre-Islamic era was a guide, an orator, and a
historian of genealogies, boasting about them. As the poet's role shifted from the voice of the group (tribe) to the voice
of the self, the poet's cultural persona adopted the traits of the ego, creating poetic masculinity among poets.

- The strength pattern: In light of the aforementioned pride, praise, and masculinity, strength becomes a cultural pattern
in poetry, emerging as a latent energy in material objects and living beings due to reasons of power and superiority.
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- The wisdom pattern: The poet's wisdom and his ability to express it eloquently indicate his superiority. The wiser a
man is, the more capable he is of making wise decisions and convincing others that those decisions are correct. This is
an important aspect of the poet's social function, clearly evident in “Amr b. Kiilstim's counsel.

In conclusion, ‘Amr b. Kulsim's poetry embodies the cultural patterns of Arab society in that era, such as masculinity,
wisdom, and strength. These patterns are also reflected in the ego pattern in pride and amazement, and the satire
pattern in defending the tribe. Therefore, studying cultural patterns provides a new dimension to literary texts, different
from their apparent meaning, and warrants further research and studies.
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