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Abstract

Internet memes, a form of expression that has come along with digital culture, define content that is usually spread
through social media platforms and often contains humour. Memes, which online communities use to express their
opinions, thoughts, positive or negative approaches, are a unique communication method of internet culture. Memes,
especially those containing humor, spread to large masses in a short time and can explain complex issues with a single
image. Internet memes offer religious communities a new tool to express their personal and social views on social media.
This study analyses memes on religious channels on the Reddit platform. The study examines 166 memes shared in
selected communities between 1 January and 15 April 2024 through content analysis and discusses how memes are
designed in relation to which topics and how they shape their discourse and religious communication. The findings of the
study show that religious memes on social media focus on perspectives, politics, cultural differences, and the
transmission of religious knowledge. The study also discusses how memes contribute to the formation of online religious
communities. According to this, people’s similar religious experiences are effective in creating a bond between them that
transcends distances. The fact that the language of religion has started to include more humor is also among the findings
of the study.
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Dijital Kiiltiirde Dini lletisim:
Reddit’teki Islami Memler Uzerine Bir Arastirma

0z

Dijital kiltiirle birlikte gelen bir ifade bigimi olan internet memleri, genellikle sosyal medya platformlari araciligiyla yayilan
ve ¢ogu zaman mizah igeren igerikleri tanimlamaktadir. Cevrimici topluluklarin gérislerini, diisiincelerini, olumlu ya da
olumsuz yaklasimlarini ifade etmek igin kullandiklari memler, internet kdiltiiriiniin kendine 6zgii bir iletisim yéntemidir.
Ozellikle mizah unsuru iceren memler kisa zamanda genis kitlelere yayilmakta ve karmasik konulari tek gérsel ile
aciklayabilmektedir. internet memleri sosyal medyada dini topluluklara da kisisel ve toplumsal gériislerini ifade edebilmek
icin yeni bir ara¢ sunmaktadir. Bu ¢alisma, Reddit platformundaki dini kanallarda yer alan memleri analiz etmektedir.
Galisma, 1 Ocak - 15 Nisan 2024 tarihleri arasinda segilmis topluluklarda paylasilan 166 memi icerik analizi yoluyla
incelemekte ve memlerin hangi konularla iligkili olarak nasil tasarlandigini, séylemlerini ve dini iletisimi nasil
sekillendirdigini tartismaktadir. Calismada ulasilan bulgular, sosyal medyadaki dini memlerin bakis agilarina, politikaya,
kiiltiirel farkliliklara ve dini bilginin aktarimina odaklandigini géstermektedir. Calismada ayrica memlerin gevrimigi dini
topluluklarin olusumuna nasil katkida bulundugu da tartisilmaktadir. Buna goére, insanlarin benzer din deneyimleri,

aralarinda mesafeleri asan bir bag kurulmasinda etkili olmaktadir. Din dilinin daha fazla mizah icermeye baslamasi da
calismanin bulgulari arasinda yer almaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Dijital kiiltir, internet kiiltiirs, Dini iletisim, Memler

ATIF: Kaplan, I. (2024). Religious communication in digital culture: A Study on Islamic memes on Reddit. Medya ve Din
Arastirmalari Dergisi (MEDIAD), Special Issue 1, p. 53-68.

* Assist. Prof., Anadolu University, e-mail: ismailkaplan@anadolu.edu.tr, orcid.org/0000-0002-2286-5190, Eskisehir,
Turkiye

S10)]

MG MO



https://doi.org/10.47951/mediad.1525654
mailto:ismailkaplan@anadolu.edu.tr
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-2286-5190

Religious Communication in Digital Culture: A Study on Islamic
Memes on Reddit

Introduction

The development and spread of digital communication technologies has led to the
emergence of different types and means of communication. Just as the invention of the printing
press led to the rise of written culture, and just as the widespread use of television led to the
emergence of a television culture, digital communication technologies have also created their own
language and style. Internet memes are an important part of this new internet culture and are a
practical and useful tool for people communicating over the internet.

Modern internet memes are defined as units of popular culture that are circulated, imitated
and transformed by internet users to create shared cultural experiences. Internet memes, which
were initially seen as insignificant, have been recognized as an important element of online
communication that reflects and shapes cultural and social norms, thanks to the spread of internet
culture and the adaptation of young people to the language of this culture (Miltner, 2018).

This study aims to show the role of memes in religious communication. For this purpose, the
study has two research questions:

1) Which topics do internet memes produced and shared within the scope of religious
communication address?
2) What is the place of memes in religious communication in the context of Islam?

In this study, based on the above research questions above, firstly, internet memes and their
characteristics will be explained. Then, the role of internet memes in religious communication will
be discussed. After mentioning the studies in the literature on internet memes, the method of the
research will be explained. In the last section, how memes with religious content are designed, their
discourses and their place in religious communication will be discussed.

1. Internet Memes

The concept of ‘memes’, defined by Richard Dawkins (1976) as small units of culture
transmitted from person to person through copying and imitation, was initially exemplified by
abstract ideas, texts or practices, and their dissemination was based on repetition and diversity.
According to Dawkins, just as genes transmit biological information, memes transmit cultural
information in a similar way. The ease of recreating memes was seen as the most important reason
for their rapid spread. The first examples of memes consisted of concepts such as melodies, slogans
and fashion.

A meme is a phenomenon that enables thoughts, behaviors and ideas to be transmitted from
person to person in various ways. Memes spread through different methods such as gestures,
writings, photographs, animations and speeches, and spread like a ‘virus’ among people. However,
in this process of transmission, they usually do not remain in their original form and undergo
‘mutation’. The user spreads a meme by modifying it with new information. While the Oxford
English Dictionary defines memes as cultural units, the Merriam Webster Dictionary defines them
as styles, thoughts and usages that are transmitted from person to person in a culture. In this way,
memes reflect the dynamic and variable structure of cultural knowledge (Kirik & Saltik, 2017).

The concept of memes has gained more importance with the digital age because it has
become easier to copy, diversify and spread cultural elements with the internet. The more frequent
use of the concept of memes in daily life also occurred after the increase in these contents created
and disseminated online. In the sense used today, memes consist of texts and images created and
distributed by many users on the internet. Memes are communication elements that are often used
to convey humor, criticism and political commentary. They also encompass the experiences,
ideologies and habits of the communities that create them (Smith et al., 2024). The unique
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characteristics of internet memes are their rapid diffusion and formal forms. Internet memes are
part of the internet subculture and play a critical role in generating new meanings and functions in
the networked environment.

Memes are important for internet culture because they provide valuable insights into how
culture is produced and transmitted in new media contexts. Jenkins (2006) describes the process
of cultural production and consumption in new media environments as ‘participatory culture’,
according to which individuals create not only mass media but also digital cultural artefacts that
are shared and circulated over the internet. Instead of a passive audience, new media are full of
prosumers (producer-consumers), where online individuals function as producers and consumers
of both images and texts. The practices of meme production and interpretation reflect this
‘participatory culture’. The power of digital culture comes from the opportunity it offers people to
interact, co-produce and collaborate. For example, meme creators create new texts by drawing
images, texts and ideas from multiple sources, and these texts become independent of the author’s
intentions and agenda by remixing the original meanings. This demonstrates the importance of
participatory production in digital culture.

Internet memes have been developed to describe items such as jokes, videos, gossip that
spread rapidly online. The common characteristic of these memes is that each one inspires another
user to create new parodies and remixes. This form of communication, in which content is
constantly reinterpreted, is closely related to the participatory nature of digital culture. From this
perspective, memes are a kind of postmodern folklore. Memes, which contribute to the creation
and transmission of cultural and political identities, are content units created, transmitted and
disseminated on the internet by groups that share common characteristics (Shifman, 2014). The
network environment increases the feeling of being a group or community with its participatory
structure, and meme culture supports this feeling. People can easily share their thoughts, images
and events in the digital environment, and these shares spread rapidly on the internet and evolve
with the contributions of users (Kirik & Saltik, 2017).

If the memes designed and shared on the internet are closely related to the agenda and
contain a strong sense of humor, they can spread virally and reach millions of people in a short time
on the internet. In order for memes to reach this popularity, it is important that they are also
suitable for popular culture and internet jargon. A meme that is popular enough is soon imitated
by writing different texts on the same image and continues to spread virally (Eskicioglu, 2022).

2. Characteristics of Internet Memes

The origin of internet memes can be traced back to 1982, when emoticons were first used in
internet forum discussions to reveal obscure humor and irony. Following the recommended “-)’
sign at the end of humorous messages, countless emoticons became widespread for different
purposes. Emoticons are also seen as a kind of meme because they are easy to create and
distribute. They can also have a different meaning for each person, or be used for different
purposes by the people who use them. This means the possibility of a new meaning in each use
(Davison, 2020). The first examples of memes that we know today appear on the website called
Bert is Evil in the late 1990s. This website was creating funny and remarkable images by adding the
face or body of the Sesame Street character Bert to various historical photographs or posters with
visual editing programs, showing one of the first examples of meme culture. This method formed
the basis of the visual and text combination memes that are widely used today. Bert is Evil has an
important place in internet culture as it is considered to be the first examples of classic memes
(Eskicioglu, 2022).

Internet memes are a digital storytelling method that is often inspired by popular culture and
can quickly spread to all social media channels. It is a flexible and useful tool as it can be easily
interpreted and imitated (Campbell & Sheldon, 2021). Memes spread virally on the internet, but the
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difference between memes and viral content is that memes transform and continue to spread.
Therefore, content that spreads rapidly without changing in the network environment is not
accepted as memes by some researchers. Knobel and Lankshear state that there are two types of
memes: fixed and remixed. While fixed memes are not changed by other users after they are
created, remixed memes evolve with the touches of users. In the remix creation process, the
original form of the image changes and creates new meanings. These new meanings spread in the
social media environment and are imitated by different users. This process is essentially the editing
of content that does not offer anything new by different users and sharing it through a different
channel. This is also called ‘imitation’. For example, trends such as ‘Mannequin Challenge’,
‘Gangnam Style dances’ and ‘Harlem Shake’ are good examples of such memes. In the ‘Mannequin
Challenge’, everyone freezes in position when the music starts and these images are shared on
social media, which is a popular internet meme all over the world (Kirik & Saltik, 2017).

3. Religious Communication and Internet Memes

Social media in general has a significant impact on the internalization, transmission,
dissemination and transformation of religious messages. Accounts on different social media
platforms design and share religious messages in a way that can attract large audiences (Rustandi,
2022). Recent research has also shown a growing interest in the intersection of online memes and
religion. Memes have become an important tool for the expression and dissemination of religious
beliefs and practices in the digital age.

The study of religious memes is an important area for understanding not only memetics in
popular culture, but also everyday religious life and the increasing integration of religion in digital
environments. Religious memes should be considered in their context and may differ markedly
from popular culture memes. Religious memes convey specific meanings and messages specific to
religious institutions and beliefs. Religious memes, unlike popular culture memes, can carry deeper
and more spiritual content and therefore have a special place in the digital representation of
religious beliefs and practices. Nevertheless, this does not mean that religious memes do not
interact with popular culture (Burroughs & Feller, 2015).

Rozi et al.’s (2021) research emphasizes that access to Islamic information through social
media is widespread, especially among millennial Muslims. According to them, social media has an
important role in shaping religious identity. Memes, like other content on social media platforms,
are an important tool for enriching users’ religious understanding and motivating them for a
spiritual journey. In addition, memes also contribute to identity formation in social media. In their
study, Nurdin and Godal (2023) examined how memes are used in religious sermons, especially by
young ulema in Indonesia. In the study, the importance of memes in the transmission of religious
worship and teachings was emphasized. In addition, memes containing various prayers that
Muslims can recite in their daily lives are also shared. The use of memes has supported the
geographical spread of Islamic teachings to a wider area.

Memes do not only convey humor to their viewers. They also convey ideas and thoughts on
various topics. This feature also makes memes important for conveying religious messages. Memes
sometimes help to create religious motivation for various practices. Internet memes facilitate a
unique form of cultural and political critique by offering a creative visual-textual language that
allows individuals to publicly express their beliefs. This flexibility allows users to speak more freely
about social norms, political agendas and religious practices, often embedding deeper messages
and views within humor. Campbell and Sheldon (2021) explain how users’ religious responses to
global challenges are expressed through memes in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic.

The messages offered by internet memes on religious issues are analyzed in five different
frameworks according to their types and approaches:
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¢ The encouragement frame, which positively addresses religious beliefs and worship,

e Entertaining framework that does not harm religious ideas and approaches and only cares
about humor,

¢ Questioning framework that emphasizes skepticism about religious issues and concepts
e Sarcastic framework criticizing religious subjects and characters through satire

¢ A metaphorical framework that presents common religious understandings and sayings in
a humorous way (Aguilar et al., 2017).

4. Research Method

This study aims to present a thematic analysis of religious-themed internet memes. The study
analyses Islamic-themed memes posted on the r/lzlam and r/IslamicHistoryMeme channels on
Reddit between 1 January 2024 and 15 April 2024. This date range provided a sufficient time frame
to understand how different memes addressed religious issues and how users reacted to them.

Reddit is an important social media platform where users share and discuss content on
various topics. The r/lzlam and r/IslamicHistoryMeme channels are also places where Islamic-
themed memes are mostly shared and discussed. This research aims to analyze the memes shared
on these two channels within the specified date range. A total of 166 memes were shared on these
channels between 1 January - 15 April 2024, 141 on rflzlam channel and 25 on r/IslamicHistoryMeme
channel. All of these memes were selected as a sample in the study.

The thematic analysis method was used to analyses the data obtained in the study. This
method is a qualitative research method that allows the data to be analyzed systematically to reveal
certain themes. Thematic analysis is a process of discovering recurring patterns and meanings in
the data. In our study, the thematic analysis method was used to identify the prominent themes
related to religion in the memes of Islamic content shared on Reddit. The first step of thematic
analysis is to define and code the data. In this study, firstly, 166 memes selected as a sample were
analyzed and the ideas and messages in each meme were identified. The texts in the memes were
also analyzed and the first codes were determined. To ensure the reliability of coding and
categorisation, 25 memes were selected from the sample and the memes were recoded by a
different coder. The similarity between the coding of the researcher and the coder was found to
be 88%. After that, the problems found in the coding frame were eliminated and the data were
recoded.

On the next step, similar codes were grouped and themes were formed. The revised themes
were finally defined in detail and what this theme identified was explained. Thus, interpretation
and understanding of the research findings became easier.

The themes created based on the findings are as follows:

1. POV (Point of View): This theme includes memes that show a particular perspective or
point of view on any subject.

2. Politics: This theme includes memes that reveal the relationships between Islamic religion
and political events.

3. Cultural Differences: This theme includes memes that present and interpret various
cultural elements in the Islamic world.

4. Transmission of Religious Knowledge: This theme includes memes that aim to convey
religious knowledge on different topics.



Religious Communication in Digital Culture: A Study on Islamic
Memes on Reddit

After determining the themes, the data analysis phase started. At this stage, each theme was
analyzed in detail and explanations of the themes were made through specific examples in the
memes.

5. Findings

In this study in which 166 different memes were analyzed, all memes were grouped under
four different themes in terms of their content. It is possible to explain these themes as follows:

POV (Point of View): This theme consists of memes that show prominent perspectives on a
particular subject. In the memes, personal experiences, observations and interpretations about
Islam come to the fore. This theme is important for understanding how memes reflect individual
and social perspectives on religion.

Politics: The memes under this theme deal with the relationship between Islam and political
events. Religious references and criticisms about political leaders, events and ideologies are
frequently included in the memes.

Cultural Differences: The theme of cultural differences examines how memes present and
interpret various cultural elements in the Islamic world. This theme is important for understanding
cultural diversity, traditions and social norms in memes. The memes reflect different cultural
practices and how they are interpreted in a religious context.

Transmission of Religious Knowledge: This theme examines how memes convey religious
knowledge and teachings. Qur’anic verses, hadiths and information about Islamic history are
frequently used in memes. This theme shows how memes are used as an educational tool and how
they play a role in the dissemination of religious knowledge.

5.1. POV (Point of View)

As seen in Image 1 (mhabarneh, 2024) and Image 2 (sameer2285, 2024), some of the memes
shared on Islamic humor channels on Reddit encompass a variety of humorous approaches to
common experiences and challenges faced by Muslims, with a particular focus on social and
religious contexts. These memes reflect the intersection of religious practices, cultural nuances and
the everyday life of Muslims in a humorous and relatable way. These memes aim to humorously
reflect the difficulties experienced during prayers, the time spent in mosques and masjids by
religiously educated children, the reflections of discipline in religious education, and similar
situations experienced by Muslims in their daily lives. This form of interpretation provides a
shortcut to the intersection of cultural identity and religious affiliation, and the common
experiences of people who share the same faith on a global scale. In general, the memes discussed
under this theme function as a cultural reflection, using humor to bring to light the everyday
experiences, challenges and nuances of Muslim life.

The increasing integration of daily religious life with digital media is an issue that has been
addressed in previous studies. The fact that memes include topics related to daily religious life
reveals a similar result to previous studies.
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Image 1. Stars were made, and Imams were made angry

the most memorable
football games were held
in these 4 places

the Local Masjid

Image 2. What is my name (sameer2285, 2024)

Me at suhoor trying to remember my
name

5.2. Politics

The memes covered under the theme of politics encompass a mix of humor, political
commentary and historical reflection from a Muslim perspective. They offer insights into how
specific historical events, political dynamics and cultural contexts are perceived and criticized
within the Muslim community. This theme includes memes that sometimes show the different
interpretations of a historical event among Muslims, and sometimes the reflections of current
political events of interest to Muslims.

These memes reflect a critical stance towards how Muslim history is portrayed, especially by
Western sources. Emphasis is placed on the need for an accurate acknowledgement of the
contributions and struggles of Muslim civilizations. This critique highlights the importance of
decolonizing history and including different perspectives. The memes also contain important
political commentary criticizing both historical and contemporary actions against Muslim
communities, as in Image 3 (LocalSpawn, 2024). This includes criticism of extremist groups, military
actions of states and colonial powers. Reflecting concerns about both state and non-state actors
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perpetrating injustice against Muslim communities, as seen in Image 4, this critique is relevant to
debates in security studies and human rights about the ethics and impact of military action
(blitzkreiging, 2024). Another feature of the memes considered under this theme is the
juxtaposition of important historical or political events with personal experiences, emphasizing the
deep emotional ties that many Muslims feel towards these issues.

The humor in the memes considered under this theme reflects a sense of resilience and the
ability to find humor in discussing serious and often painful historical and political realities, and
highlights how communities use humor and other coping mechanisms to overcome adversity.

Memes have become an accessible means of social and political critique because they are
easy for users to produce and distribute. As previous studies have shown, memes allow users to
talk more freely about social norms, political agendas and religious practices. In this study, it was
observed that users utilized memes to express their political criticisms or opinions.

Image 3. Who even says this?

“; A \; !
Russian Emglrl;e was

Nice tolMuslims
-_—

Ban'on Islamic

[
Caucasusi&
B centralSian
‘Conquests

rcassian
Genocide’

5.3. Cultural Differences

The memes discussed under the theme of cultural differences illustrate cultural differences
between Muslims and non-Muslims, especially in the context of religious practices and daily
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routines. By using humor to highlight these differences, these memes provide insights into how
humor is used to bridge cultural gaps and dispel misunderstandings.

These memes use humor to address the cultural shock or misunderstanding that is likely to
occur between different cultures. Thus, people with different beliefs and approaches can more
easily understand and empathize with each other. Humor also serves to normalize Islamic practices,
making them less foreign and more understandable to non-Muslims. This in turn helps to reduce
cultural barriers and helps Muslims’ daily practices to be understood by people from different
cultures. For example, in Image 5 there is a meme about how the Muslim practice of fasting might
be viewed by a non-Muslim (Many_Rip6642, 2024). This is because it is unusual for non-Muslims to
go without eating or drinking for a whole day. Image 6 shows the reaction of Muslims to a video of
a person waking up early for a month (bhattfaizaan, 2024). This is because Muslims already wake
up early in the day to perform morning prayers. Such memes also serve an educational purpose,
informing non-Muslims about the realities of Islamic practices in an upbeat and engaging way.

The memes in this theme are also examples of how humor can be a powerful tool in
intercultural communication. They address common misconceptions and curiosities in a non-
confrontational and inclusive way. Areas of curiosity and potential friction are softened through
humor.

Image 5. They are like that though

"_\‘_ | woke up at Sam for 30 days
-

Muslims:e
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5.4. Transmission of Religious Knowledge

Memes are sometimes used to convey Islamic rules, religious practices and knowledge to a
wider audience. These memes are particularly effective in making religious concepts more
accessible and relatable to younger audiences who are more familiar with internet culture. Such
memes often relate verses or hadiths to everyday events or phenomena. Islamic teachings can thus
be more memorable.

A humorous approach to religious teachings can enhance learning and retention, especially
among younger audiences who are accustomed to consuming information through entertaining
formats. Humor also makes religious rules more acceptable to a wider audience when addressing
sensitive issues.

These memes also demonstrate the potential of digital media as a tool for religious
education. Combining humor and scenarios relatable to everyday life can make religious teachings
more engaging, especially for young people. Image 7 (milkywomen, 2024) is a humorous
interpretation of the hadith that the sunnah of the morning prayer is more valuable than anything
else in the world (Nevevi, 2014, p. 293). Image 8 (mukulaal_, 2024) dramatises the hadith about
locking up the devil during Ramadan (Nevevi, 2014, p. 484) using a popular meme.

Such memes often emphasize common religious practices and community identity. For
example, communal worship and celebrations at special times such as Ramadan and festivals are
among the topics frequently covered in memes. Another issue addressed is the conflict between
religious identity and social norms.

The findings of the study support the view in the literature about the advantages of using
religious memes in religious education, especially for young social media users.

Image 7. Lol

Jeff Bezos Is the richest
man in the world right now

Muslims after praying 2 Rakat sunnah before Fajr

Image 8. Eid Mubarak!

ITS EID!!

SHAYDAAN
IS COMING BACK
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6. Conclusion

This study examines the topics that religious memes shared on social media focus on and the
purposes for which memes are used in religious communication. For this purpose, the memes
shared on the r/Izlam and r/IslamicHistoryMeme channels on Reddit between 1January 2024 and 15
April 2024 were examined by thematic analysis method. As a result of the analysis, it was
determined that the memes were concentrated under four themes: POV (Point of View), Politics,
Cultural Differences and Transfer of Religious Knowledge. Each of these themes encompasses the
multifaceted nature of Islamic internet memes and their role in contemporary digital discourse.

The theme of perspective emphasizes how memes reflect personal and communal
perspectives on religious practices and everyday challenges faced by Muslims. These memes serve
as a cultural mirror reflecting the intersection of cultural identity and religious commitment. By
depicting everyday experiences in a humorous way, these memes provide insight into the realities
Muslims live with and foster a sense of shared identity and community. The theme of politics
reveals the critical and often satirical nature of memes in addressing historical and current political
events affecting Muslim communities. These memes criticize the portrayal of Muslim history by
Western sources and stress the importance of acknowledging the contributions and struggles of
Muslim civilizations. They also reflect wider debates about military actions against Muslim
communities. The Cultural Differences theme illustrates how memes use humor to bridge cultural
gaps and dispel misconceptions about Islamic practices. By relating Islamic practices to everyday
life, these memes promote greater understanding and empathy between different cultural groups.
The theme of Transmission of Religious Knowledge underlines the role of memes in the
dissemination of religious teachings and practices. By incorporating Qur’anic verses, hadiths and
Islamic history into humorous contexts, these memes increase the accessibility and memorability
of religious knowledge, especially among younger audiences. This is in line with the existing
literature on the use of digital media in religious education and emphasizes the potential of memes
as effective educational tools.

The findings of the study support the view that internet memes are powerful tools for
cultural and religious expression. They facilitate the dissemination of religious knowledge,
strengthen community identity, and provide a platform for social and political commentary. The
study also emphasizes the importance of digital media in shaping contemporary religious practices
and identities, especially among younger generations.

Internet memes serve as a unique and dynamic form of digital narrative that reflects the
complex interplay between religion, culture and politics in the digital age. Their ability to convey
deep and subtle messages through humor underlines the importance of memes in today’s digital
culture. Future research could further investigate the impact of internet memes on religious
education and social cohesion by examining how different demographic groups interact with and
interpret these digital artefacts. In addition, the potential of memes to create dialogue between
different cultures is another topic that needs to be explored.
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Dijital Kiiltiirde Dini iletisim:
i

Reddit’teki islami Memler Uzerine Bir Arastirma
ismail KAPLAN®
Genisletilmis Ozet

Mem, diisiince, davranis ve fikirlerin gesitli yollarla kisiden kisiye aktarilmasini saglayan bir
olgudur. Jestler, yazilar, fotograflar, animasyonlar ve konusmalar gibi farkli yéntemlerle yayilan
memler, insanlar arasinda "viriis" gibi dagilir. Ancak, bu aktarim siirecinde genellikle ilk halleriyle
kalmazlar ve "mutasyon" gecirirler. Yani, bir kisi aldig1 bir memi 6grendigi bilgilerle degistirerek

yayar.

Mem kavramu dijital ¢ag ile birlikte daha fazla 6nem kazanmistir ¢iinkl kiiltiirel 6geleri
kopyalamak, cesitlendirmek ve yaymak internet ile birlikte daha kolay hale gelmistir. Mem
kavraminin giinliik hayatta daha sik kullanilmasi da ¢evrimigi olarak yaratilan ve yayilan bu iceriklerin
artmasi sonrasinda gergeklesmistir. Bugiin kullanilan anlamiyla memler, internet ortamindaki bir¢ok
kullanici tarafindan yaratilan ve dagitilan metinlerden ve goériintiilerden olusmaktadir. Memler
genellikle mizah, elestiri ve siyasi yorumlarin iletilmesi amaciyla kullanilan iletisim &geleridir.
internet memlerinin benzersiz 6zellikleri, hizli yayilmalari ve sekilsel formlaridir. Dijital kiiltiiri
anlamak icin biiylik 6Gnem tasiyan internet memleri, internet alt klttrindn bir parcasi olmanin yani
sira, ag ortaminda yeni anlamlar ve islevler tiretmeleri agisindan da kritik bir rol oynar.

internet memlerinin kékeni ilk defa 1982 yilinda internet forumlarindaki tartismalarda, zor
anlasilan esprileri ve ironileri agiga ¢ikarmasi amaciyla kullanilan emoticonlara dayandirilir. Mizah
iceren iletilerin sonuna konulmasi tavsiye edilen “:-)”” isaretinin ardindan sayisiz emoticon farkli
amaglarla yaygmlagmistir. Emoticonlar da bir ¢esit mem olarak gériiliir zira onlari olusturmak ve
dagitmak kolaydir. Ayrica her kiside farkh bir anlam olusturabilir ya da onlari kullanan kisiler farkl
amaglarla kullanabilir. Bugtin bildigimiz memlerin ilk érnekleri ise 1990'larin sonlarinda Bert is Evil
adll web sitesinde karsimiza ¢ikar. Bu site, Susam Sokagi karakteri Bert'in yiiziinii veya bedenini,
gorsel diizenleme programlari ile cesitli tarihi fotograflara veya posterlere ekleyerek komik ve
dikkat cekici goruntuler olusturuyordu ve mem kiiltirdntn ilk 6rneklerinden birini gésteriyordu. Bu
yontem, gliniimizde yaygin olarak kullanilan gérsel ve metin birlesimi memlerin temelini olusturdu.

Dini iletisim ve internet Memleri

Son zamanlarda yapilan arastirmalar, ¢evrimici memler ve dinin kesisimine yonelik artan bir
ilgi oldugunu gostermistir. Memler, dijital ¢cagda dini inan¢ ve uygulamalarin ifade edilmesi ve
yayilmasi i¢in 6nemli bir ara¢ haline gelmistir.
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Dini icerikli memler hakkindaki ¢alismalar, dini yasantinin ve dijital ortamlarda dinin artan
gorundrliginin anlasiimasinda énemli bir rol oynamaktadir. Memler izleyicilerine yalnizca mizahi
iletmez. Onlara gesitli konularda fikirler ve disiinceler de iletir. Bu 6zellik memleri dini mesajlarin
iletilmesi igin de 6nemli hale getirir. Memler kimi zaman ¢esitli uygulamalar igin dini motivasyon
olusturulmasina da yardim eder. internet memleri, bireylerin inanglarini kamuya acik bir sekilde dile
getirmelerine olanak taniyan yaratici bir gérsel-metinsel dil sunarak benzersiz bir kiiltiirel ve siyasi
elestiri bicimini kolaylastirmaktadir. Dini icerikli memler inanglara 6zgii belirli anlamlari ve mesajlar
iletir. Ote yandan popiiler kiiltiir memlerinden farkli olarak, daha derin ve manevi icerikler tasiyabilir
ve bu nedenle dini inan¢ ve uygulamalarin dijital temsilinde 6zel bir yer tutarlar. Ozellikle Y kusagina
mensup Mislimanlar arasinda dini bilgilere erisim icin sosyal medyadan sik¢a yararlanilmasi, bu
mecralart dini kimligin sekillenmesinde 6nemli bir role biriindirmektedir. Sosyal medya
platformlarinda diger icerikler gibi memler de kullanicilarin dinf anlayislarinin zenginlesmesi ve
manevi yolculuk icin motivasyon kazanilmasi konusunda dnemli bir aractir. Ayrica memler sosyal
medyada kimlik olusumuna da katki sunmaktadir. Memlerin kullanimi, islam égretilerinin cografi
olarak daha genis bir alana yayilmasini da desteklemistir.

Yontem

Bu ¢alisma, dinf icerikli internet memlerinin tematik bir analizini sunmayr amaclamaktadir.
Calisma kapsaminda, Reddit platformundaki r/Izlam ve r/IslamicHistoryMeme kanallarinda 1 Ocak -
15 Nisan 2024 tarihleri arasinda paylasilan islami temali 166 memin tamami incelenmistir. Bu tarih
arahgy, farkli memlerin din ile ilgili konulari ele alig bi¢imlerini ve kullanicilarin bu konulara nasil tepki
verdigini anlamak icin yeterli sayida icerik saglamistir.

Arastirmada elde edilen verilerin analizi i¢in tematik analiz yonteminden yararlanilmistir ve
Reddit'te paylasilan islami icerikli memlerde din ile ilgili 6ne ¢ikan temalar tespit edilmistir

Bulgular ve Yorum

166 farklimemin ele alindig1 bu arastirmada tim memler icerikleri bakimindan dért farkli tema
altinda toplanmuistir. Bu temalari su sekilde agiklamak mimkinddir:

POV (Bakis Acisi): Bu tema, belirli bir konuda 6ne cikan bakis agilarini gésteren memlerden
olusmaktadir. Memlerde, islam dini ile ilgili kisisel deneyimler, gézlemler ve yorumlar én plana
¢tkmaktadir. Bu tema, memlerin din hakkinda bireysel ve toplumsal bakis agilarini nasil yansittigini
anlamak i¢in 6nemlidir. Giinlik dini yasantinin dijital ortam ile entegrasyonunun artmasi, énceki
calismalarda da ele alinan bir konudur. Memlerin giinliik dini yagsama dair konulari icermesi de daha
once yapilan ¢alismalara benzer bir sonucu ortaya koymaktadir.

Politika: Bu tema altinda ele alinan memler, islam dini ve politik olaylar arasindaki iliskileri ele
almaktadir. Memlerde, politik liderler, olaylar ve ideolojilerle ilgili dini referanslar ve elestiriler sik¢a
yer almaktadir. Memler kullanicilara tiretim ve dagitim konusunda kolaylik sagladig i¢in toplumsal
ve politik elestirinin erisilebilir bir araci olmustur. Daha 6nce yapilan calismalarin gosterdigi gibi,
kullanicilar memler sayesinde sosyal normlar, siyasi glindemler ve dini uygulamalar hakkinda daha
rahat konusabilmektedir.

Kiiltirel Farkliliklar: Kiiltiirel farkliliklar temasi, memlerin islam diinyasindaki cesitli kiiltiirel
unsurlart nasil sundugunu ve yorumladigini incelemektedir. Bu tema, memlerde yer alan kiiltirel
cesitlilik, gelenekler ve sosyal normlari anlamak icin dnemlidir. Memler, farkl kdltirel pratikler ve
bunlarin dini baglamda nasil yorumlandigini yansitmaktadir. Bu temada yer alan memler ayni
zamanda, mizahin kiiltiirlerarasi iletisimde nasil glicli bir arag olabilecegine dair 6rneklerdir. Yaygin
yanlis anlamalari ve meraklari catismaci olmayan ve kapsayici bir sekilde ele alirlar. Merak uyandiran
alanlar ve potansiyel siirtismeleri mizah sayesinde yumusatilr.

Dint Bilgilerin Aktarilmasi: Bu tema, memlerin dini bilgiler ve 6gretileri nasil ilettigini
incelemektedir. Memlerde, Kur'an ayetleri, hadisler ve islam tarihi ile ilgili bilgiler sik¢a
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kullanilmaktadir. Bu tema, memlerin egitimsel bir ara¢ olarak nasil kullanildigini ve dini bilgilerin
yayllmasinda nasil bir rol oynadigini géstermektedir. Dini 6gretilere mizahi yaklasim, 6zellikle bilgiyi
eglenceli formatlar araciligiyla tiiketmeye aliskin olan geng kitleler arasinda 6grenmeyi ve akilda
tutmay artirabilir. Mizah ayrica hassas konulara deginirken dini kurallari daha genis bir kitle icin
daha kabul edilebilir hale getirir.

Sonug

Galismada elde edilen bulgular, internet memlerinin kiilttrel ve dini ifade icin giiglii bir arag
oldugu gériisiinii desteklemektedir. internet memleri dini bilginin yayilmasini kolaylastirmakta,
topluluk kimligini giiclendirmekte, sosyal ve siyasi yorumlar icin bir platform saglamaktadirlar.
Galisma ayrica dijital medyanin 6zellikle geng nesiller arasinda ¢agdas dini pratikleri ve kimlikleri
sekillendirmedeki 6nemini vurgulamaktadir. Elde edilen bir baska bulgu ise sosyal medyanin dini
kimlik olusturulmasinda énemli bir rol oynadigidir.

internet memleri dijital cagda din, kiltir ve siyaset arasindaki karmasik etkilesimi yansitan
benzersiz ve dinamik bir dijital anlati bi¢imi olarak hizmet etmektedir. Mizah araciligiyla derin ve
incelikli mesajlar iletme becerileri, memlerin giinimiz dijital kdltirindeki 6neminin altini
cizmektedir.
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