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Ethics of Hadith Science: A Study of Its Levels, Context of Formation and

Results

Keywords: Abstract

Hadith This paper examines the ethics of hadith science as a methodological, ethical, and epistemological

Ethics discipline within hadith studies. It focuses on the historical contexts that motivated scholars to

Ethics of Science develop this field, the concept of ethics within hadith science, and its contributions to hadith

Hadith Student criticism. The study highlights the early inception of writings in this field and their integration

Muhaddith into hadith sciences as a distinct branch. The research analyzes existing literature, exploring the
uhaddith

contexts and levels of ethics addressed. It concludes that the ethics of hadith science arose as a
response to reforming scholarly and ethical practices among hadith scholars. These ethics
emphasized the importance of jurisprudence, the preference for narrating widely accepted
Hadiths, and the avoidance of obscure or anomalous reports. Additionally, they sought to present
an ideal image of hadith scholars and students, reflected in detailed discussions about their attire,
conduct, and acts of worship. The paper also identifies the role of self-perception among hadith
scholars in shaping these ethical standards. Furthermore, external critiques, particularly from
the Mu‘tazila’s and ahl al-ra’y, played a significant role in refining these principles, emphasizing
a balance between rigorous methodology and ethical responsibility in Hadith studies.

" Bu galigma, 2021 tarihinde diizenlenen Orta Dogu’da Din ve Ahlak Sempozyumunda sunulan bildirinin yeni

bilgilerle makale formatinda genisletilmis seklidir.
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Extended Abstract

Ethics of Hadith Science: A Study of Its Levels, Context of Formation and Results

This article aims to explore the ethics of Hadith studies. Here, the concept of "ethics" differs
from general morality, referring instead to the methodological principles that should be adhered to
during the process of learning Hadith, the moral values that students should possess, and the general
rules that all individuals involved in the educational process must follow. In this context, the central
assumption of the study is that the ethics of Hadith studies provides students with a methodological

and moral roadmap. The research focuses on the following key questions:

What are the contexts in which these ethics emerged?
What are the levels of ethics in Hadith studies?

How has this ethical framework influenced Hadith criticism?

An intriguing aspect of the ethics of Hadith studies is the internal criticism that Hadith
scholars directed at their students. These criticisms were often highlighted by authors focusing on
Hadith ethics, especially renowned scholars such as al-Khatib al-Baghdadi. The criticisms typically
revolved around themes such as the lack of emphasis on practice (‘amal), the neglect of reasoning
(dirayat) due to excessive focus on transmission (riwayah), prioritizing the collection of chains of
transmission (isnad) over acts of worship, and the failure to adhere to general moral principles. These
critiques often intersected with criticisms from other schools of thought, particularly movements
such as the Mu‘tazila. This intersection underscores the necessity of understanding the importance
and ethics of these critiques. According to the study, such critiques contributed to the development

of Hadith ethics, as works on Hadith sciences often addressed ethical issues within this framework.

Another critical point in understanding the ethics of Hadith studies is the ideal image that
Hadith scholars drew of themselves and their responsibilities. This ideal is based on the portrayal of
an exemplary believer who carries the traditions of the Prophet (PBUH) and takes him as a model.

Works such as Sharaf Ashab al-Hadith are noteworthy in this regard.

Historically, moral critiques of narrators (rawi) were among the earliest methodological
approaches used in Hadith criticism. These methods were developed during periods marked by the
phenomenon of fabricating lies about the Prophet (PBUH) and intense political conflicts. The

emergence of Hadith ethics and related works can be attributed to three main reasons:
Criticism from within the Hadith school and from other intellectual movements,
The need to protect Hadith from fabrications,

The ideal image constructed by Hadith scholars about themselves and their roles.
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During the classification period (tasnif), these critiques began to be included in works on
Hadith sciences, and Hadith ethics became a distinct field of study. Some topics were even treated as
independent works. For instance, al-Khatib al-Baghdadi 's al-Jami‘ li-akhlaq al-rawi wa-adab al-sami¢

serves as a significant example within this context.

The foundation of Hadith ethics lies in the understanding of knowledge (‘ilm) and scholars
(‘ulama) as presented in the Qur'an and the Sunnah. Both sources emphasize numerous principles
regarding the nature of knowledge and the responsibilities of scholars. This framework facilitated the
emergence of works under the title of " Adab " (etiquette). Examples of this tradition include Adab al-
Qadi and Adab al-Mufti, which outline the ethical guidelines individuals should follow. The

classification of Hadith ethics is significant in two ways:
Efforts to classify ethical principles began relatively early,

The classification of Hadith ethics has been consistently integrated into Hadith sciences

over time.

Hadith ethics aimed to introduce an internal reform in the scholarly and moral methods of
the Hadith school. This ethical framework extends beyond moral conduct to include scientific and
methodological aspects. As a result, Hadith ethics offers a comprehensive methodology spanning the
process of learning Hadith to the stage of transmission (riwayah). It also encompasses aspects such as
the relationship between students and their teachers and the interaction of students within the
scholarly community. This highlights the multifaceted nature of Hadith ethics and the diversity of

debates surrounding it.

The concept of justice (‘adalah) has played a central role in Hadith studies and served as a
key criterion in the moral evaluation of narrators. Justice, in this context, involves not only assessing
the truthfulness of narrators but also evaluating their moral, religious, and devotional attributes.
Early applications of Hadith criticism underscored the necessity of examining the religious

dimensions of narrators.

The ethics of Hadith studies have had significant theoretical and critical implications. Moral
shortcomings of narrators often led to their evaluation and, at times, their discrediting (jarh). For
example, issues such as religious laxity or an excessive interest in transmitting peculiar or isolated
Hadiths contributed to the criticism of narrators. However, the application of these ethical rules has
played a crucial role in ensuring the reliable transmission of Hadith across generations. The
meticulous attention given to these ethical dimensions has not only safeguarded the integrity of

Hadith literature but has also instilled confidence in its transmission over time.

Thus, the ethics of Hadith studies represent a vital element of both the scholarly and moral

legacy of Islamic tradition.
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Genisletilmis Ozet

Hadis ilminin Etiginin Dogusu ve Gelismesi Uzerine Bir inceleme

Bu makale, hadis ilminin etigini incelemeyi amaglamaktadir. Burada "etik" kavrami, genel
ahlaktan farkli bir anlam tasimaktadir. Hadis ilminin etigi - ahlakiligi-, bu ilmi 6grenme siirecinde
takip edilmesi gereken metodolojik prensipleri, 6grencilerin sahip olmasi gereken ahlaki degerleri ve
egitim siirecine katilan tiim bireylerin uyacag genel kurallar: ifade eder. Bu baglamda, ¢alismanin
temel varsayimu, hadis ilminin etiginin 6grencilere metodolojik ve ahlaki bir yol haritas: sundugudur.
Arastirmanin merkezinde su sorular yer almaktadir: Bu etigin olustugu baglamlar nelerdir, hadis
ilminin etiginin seviyeleri nelerdir ve bu etik, hadis tenkidine nasil bir etki birakmistir?

Hadis ilminin etigine dair ilgi ¢ekici bir nokta, hadis alimlerinin, kendi 6grencilerine yonelik
icsel elestirilerde bulunmalaridir. Bu elestiriler, genellikle hadis ilmi etigini ele alan miiellifler,
ozellikle el-Hatib el-Bagdadi gibi biiyiik limler tarafindan dile getirilmistir. Elestiriler cogunlukla su
baslklar etrafinda sekillenmistir: Amele gereken Onemin verilmemesi, rivayete olan asiri ilgi
nedeniyle dirayetin ihmal edilmesi, senet toplama gayreti ile ibadetin goz ardi edilmesi ve genel ahlak
kurallarina uyulmamasi. Bu elestiriler, diger ekoller, 6zellikle Mu'tezile gibi akimlar tarafindan
yapilan elestirilerle kesismektedir. Bu durum, bu elestirilerin 6nemini ve etigini anlamanin
gerekliligini ortaya koymaktadir. Arastirmaya gore, bu tiir elestiriler, hadis ilminin etiginin gelisimine
katkida bulunmus; zira hadis ilimlerine dair eserlerde, bu elestiriler ¢cercevesinde hadis ilmi etigine

dair meselelerin ele alindig1 gériilmektedir.

Hadis ilmi etigini anlamak i¢in bir baska 6nemli nokta, hadis alimlerinin kendileri ve gérevleri
hakkinda gizdikleri ideal portredir. Bu ideal, Peygamber'in (sav) hadislerini tasiyan ve 0'nu 6rnek alan

ideal bir miimin tasvirine dayanir. Bu baglamda, Seref Ashab-1 Hadis gibi eserler dikkate degerdir.

Hadis tarihine bakildiginda, raviler hakkindaki ahlaki elestiriler, hadis elestirisinde kullanilan
ilk metodolojik yaklasimlar arasinda yer almistir. Bu yontem, Peygamber'e (sav) yonelik yalan
uydurma olgusunun ortaya ¢iktig1 ve siyasi ¢ekismelerin yogun oldugu dénemlerde gelistirilmistir.
Hadis ilminin etiginin ve bu konuda yapilan eserlerin ortaya ¢ikisinin ti¢ temel nedeni oldugu

soylenebilir:

Hadis ekolii icerisinden ve diger ekollerden gelen elestiriler,
Hadisi yalanlardan koruma ihtiyaci,

Hadis alimlerinin kendileri ve gérevleri hakkinda olusturduklari ideal tasvir.

Tasnif donemiyle birlikte, bu elestiriler hadis ilimlerine dair eserlerde yer almaya baslamis ve
Hadis ilmi etigi, hadis ilminin bir dali haline gelmistir. Hatta bazi konular bagimsiz eserler haline
getirilmistir. Ornegin, el-Hatib el-Bagdadi'nin Cami‘u Ah’laki'r-Ravi ve Adabi’s-Sami‘ adli eseri bu

kapsamda 6nemli bir 6rnektir.
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Hadis ilminin etiginin temelinde, Kur'an ve Siinnet’in ilim ve alim hakkinda ortaya koydugu
anlayis bulunmaktadir. Kur'an ve Siinnet, ilim ve alimin mahiyeti hakkinda pek ¢ok ilkeye isaret
etmis; bu durum Islam diisiincesinde "edeb" baglikli eserlerin ortaya ¢ikmasina zemin hazirlamistir,
Bu eserler, kisilerin uymasi gereken etik kurallar1 agiklamaktadir. Ornegin, Edebii'l-Kadi ve Edebii'l-
Miifti gibi eserler bu gelenegin 6rnekleridir. Hadis ilmi etiginin tasnifi, bu baglamda iki agidan dikkate
degerdir:

Bu konuda yapilan tasnif ¢alismalar: oldukga erken dénemde baslamistir. Tasnif dénemiyle
birlikte el-Hatib el-Bagdadi'nin yukarida adi gegen eseri, Hadis ilmi eti§ine dair en &nemli

calismalardan biridir.
Hadis ilmi etigine dair tasnif, Hadis ilimleri icerisinde siirekli bir sekilde devam etmistir.

Hadis ilmi etigi, hadis ekoliiniin bilimsel ve ahlaki yontemleri {izerinde icsel bir reform
gerceklestirmeyi amaclamistir. Bu etik, sadece ahlaki davranislarla sinirli kalmayip bilimsel ve
metodolojik konulari da kapsamistir. Bu nedenle, hadis ilmi etigi, hadis 6§renme siirecinden rivayet
asamasina kadar uzanan kapsamli bir ydntem sunmaktadir. Ayrica, 6grenci-seyh iliskisi, 6grencinin
ilmi toplulukla iliskisi gibi konular da bu etigin kapsamina dahildir. Bu durum, hadis ilmi etiginin ¢ok

boyutlu yapisini ve bu konudaki tartismalarin gesitliligini agiklamaktadir.

Adalet kavrami, hadis ilminde merkezi bir rol oynams ve ravilerin ahlaki elestirisinde énemli
bir 6lgiit olmustur. Adalet kavrami, sadece ravinin dogruluk niteligini incelemekle kalmamus; ayni
zamanda ahlaki, dini ve ibadetle ilgili yonlerini de kapsamistir. Hadis elestirisinin erken dénem

uygulamalari, ravinin dini yoniiniin degerlendirilmesi gerekliligini vurgulamistur.

Hadis ilmi etigi, teorik ve tenkid diizeyde iki ana yansima alanina sahip olmustur. Bu baglamda,
bazi ahlaki sorunlar ravilerin degerlendirilmesine dogrudan etki etmis ve cerh edilmelerine sebep
olmustur. Ornegin, ravinin dini zayifligi ya da garip hadisleri rivayet etme meraki gibi durumlar,
ravinin itibarini zedeleyen unsurlar arasinda sayilmistir. Ote yandan, bazi etik hususlar, en azindan
bazi alimler nezdinde ravilerin cerhedilmesi veya rivayetlerinin reddedilmesi tizerinde dogrudan bir
etkiye sahip olmamustir. Ancak, bu etik hususlara yonelik alimlerin gosterdigi hassasiyet, hadis
tenkidinin ne denli titizlikle yapildigini ortaya koymaktadir. Ayni zamanda bu durum, hadislerin

nesiller boyunca aktarimindaki giivenilirlik duygusunu pekistiren bir etken olarak degerlendirilebilir.

Hadis ilmi etigi, hem teorik hem de elestirel diizeyde 6nemli yansimalar yaratmistir.
Ravilerdeki ahlaki eksiklikler, elestirilere ve zaman zaman cerh edilmelerine neden olmustur.
Ornegin, dini zayiflik, garip hadisleri rivayet etme meraki gibi nedenler ravilerin elestirilmesine yol
acmustir. Ancak, bu etik kurallarin uygulanmasi, Hadislerin nesiller boyu giivenilir bir sekilde

aktarilmasini saglama noktasinda 6nemli bir katki sunmustur.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Hadis, ilim Adabi, Adab, Hadis Talebi, Muhaddis.
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