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Abstract:

Bu ¢alismada, 2018-2024 yillar arasinda ABD ve Tiirkiye'de sosyal bilgiler egitimi

Yearbooks, which are first-hand sources, are essential for obtaining information about
the Ottoman education system. This study aims to reveal the educational status in
Kastamonu province between 1869 and 1903, which aligns with the data in the
Kastamonu Province Yearbooks and Education Yearbooks. In this sense, it aimed to
understand the educational situation in Kastamonu, a provincial city in the last periods
of the Ottoman Empire, from a holistic perspective through statistics. Although some
studies address the reflections of the Ottoman educational reforms in the provinces, none
of them address the educational situation in Kastamonu from a holistic perspective, at
least in the context of statistics. The first publication of the Kastamonu Province Yearbook
was in 1869, and the last was in 1903. Education Yearbooks were published between
1899 and 1903. It is known that Kastamonu province yearbooks were not published every
year. Although they occur at different intervals, twenty-one Kastamonu province
yearbooks and five education yearbooks, excluding the Education Yearbook of 1902, are
the primary data sources in the study. Historical research was used as the study method.
Data in the study was collected using the document review method and subjected to
descriptive analysis. In the years examined, educational institutions understood to exist
in Kastamonu province are primary schools, riisdiye schools, high schools, industrial
schools, and schools for non-Muslims. The change in the number of students and teachers
in educational institutions over the years is also among the study’s significant findings.

Keywords: Kastamonu, education, yearbook.

Saglam, T., & Ciydem, E. (2024). Education in Kastamonu according to education yearbooks and province
yearbooks (1869-1903). International Journal of New Approaches in Social Studies, 8(2), 164-184.
https://doi.org/10.38015/shyy.1533581

Submission Date: | 15.08.2024 164
Acceptance Date: | 12.11.2024
Publication Date: | 30.12.2024



https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6476-2141
https://ror.org/047g8vk19
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-7166-4160
https://ror.org/015scty35

T. Saglam & Education in Kastamonu According to Education Yearbooks and
E. Ciydem Province Yearbooks (1869-1903)

INTRODUCTION

The reform movement in the Ottoman Empire, initiated for several practical reasons and
strategically since the eighteenth century, first focused on the educational institutions in the
military field. In this process, some new military educational institutions were opened. Among
these educational institutions, Miihensihane-i Bahri Hiimayun and Miihendishane-i Berri
Hiimayun are among the ones particularly emphasised in the literature. Changes in this reform
programme, which continued for many years, emerged in the 19th century. Especially from the
last year of Mahmud II's reign, the scope of educational reforms was extended to the civilian
sphere. In the new period that started in 1839 with the Tanzimat Edict proclaimed in 1839,
schools at different levels were opened, and steps were taken towards establishing an
institutional structure in the field of education. However, one of the critical deficiencies during
the Tanzimat period was the failure to extend the educational reforms outside the centre (capital
city), except for the riisdiye schools. After the Tanzimat Period (1839-1876), this deficiency
was tried to be overcome during the periods of Abdiilhamid II (1876-1909) and Constitutional
Monarchy II (1908-1920). Modern civil schools were opened in the provinces and the centres
during these periods. Institutionalisation in the field of education was also extended to the
provinces.

One of the primary sources through which we can concretely see the transformation in
education, both in the centre and the provinces during the last periods of the Ottoman Empire,
is yearbooks (salndme). The word was formed from the Persian words “sal” (year) and “ndme”
(written thing, letter); these works are also called “nev-sal”. The official yearbooks, roughly
divided into official and private yearbooks, can be divided into three categories: those belonging
to the state, ministry and provinces (Aydin, 2009). The first province yearbook in the Ottoman
Empire was the Bosna Yearbook, published in 1866 (h. 1283) (Gergek, 1963). The last
yearbook published in the Ottoman Empire was the Bolu Livas1 Yearbooks, published in 1921

(Duman, 2000).

Kastamonu Province Yearbooks, which are analysed within the scope of the study, were
published for the first time in 1869 (h. 1286). Kastamonu Province Yearbooks were published
uninterruptedly between 1869 and 1882. It was not published from 1882 until 1889. In 1890
and 1891, it was understood that Kastamonu Province Yearbooks were not published. In 1892,
1893 and 1894, the yearbook was published. In 1895, Kastamonu Province Yearbooks were not
published again. The last printed Kastamonu Province Yearbook was in 1903.

When the literature is examined, it is seen that many studies have been carried out by using the
yearbooks published in the last periods of the Ottoman Empire. However, some studies also
centred on the data in Kastamonu Province Yearbooks. One of these is the study titled "Girls
(Inas) Riistiye Schools in Kastamonu Province Yearbooks (1875-1903)" by Selman Tunay
Kamer. Another study is Ercan Celebi's article titled "Education in Tosya (1869-1903)
According to Kastamonu Province Yearbookeleri". In this study, Celebi gave numerical data
about the sibyan primary and riisdiye schools in Tosya District between 1869 and 1903. In
addition, in the study conducted by Cevik (2021), the education situation in Kastamonu during
the reign of Abdulhamid was to be explained through yearbooks.

No study holistically analyses the educational situation in Kastamonu in the last period of the
Ottoman Empire in the context of available statistics. In this sense, this research will contribute
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to the field. This study is limited to the years between 1869 and 1903. This limitation is because
the first and last years of the publication of the yearbooks in which the study data were collected

were considered. The first Kastamonu Province Yearbook was published in 1869 and the last
in 1903.

Purpose of the Study

The primary purpose of this study is to explain the developments in the field of education in
Kastamonu province between 1869 and 1903 in line with the data in the provincial and
educational yearbooks. In the history of Turkish education, a significant part of the studies focus
on periods or institutions. However, most of the studies do not focus much on the reflections of
the educational reforms in the provinces. Although some studies deal with the reflections of the
Ottoman educational reforms in the provinces, no studies deal with the educational situation in
Kastamonu holistically, at least in terms of statistics. In line with the primary purpose of the
study, answers to the following questions were sought:

1) What were the primary education developments in Kastamonu between 1869-1903?

2) What were the developments in secondary education in Kastamonu province between
1869-1903?

3) What were vocational education developments in Kastamonu province between 1869-
1903?

4) What was the situation regarding traditional educational institutions in Kastamonu
province between 1869-1903?

5) What was the situation regarding minority or foreign schools in Kastamonu province
between 1869 and 1903?

6) What was the situation regarding other educational institutions in the province of
Kastamonu between 1869 and 1903?

METHOD

Research Methodology

In this study, the historical research method was used. The historical research method analyses
the researcher's relevant sources and publications. Each research topic and problem has a
history, and the researcher has to analyze this history (Kaptan, 1991). A historical model is used
in research to collect and develop data by reconsidering the past (Azar, 2008, p. 39). In this
research model, hypotheses are formed after determining the problem situations, and data are
collected in light of these hypotheses. Hypotheses are then tested based on these data (Cepni,
2009). A comprehensive literature review is conducted during this type of research. All kinds
of written or oral sources constitute the literature. The sources obtained from the literature
review are analyzed, and the information is presented in a systematic structure. Then, the
researcher's notable findings are compared with the findings in the literature and similarities
and differences are determined (Cepni, 2009).

Data Collection

The data in the study were collected using a document analysis method. The primary data

sources in this study are Kastamonu Province Yearbooks published between 1869-1903, and

EducationY earbooks published between 1898-1903. The reason for choosing these years is that

Kastamonu Province Yearbooks and EducationYearbooks were published in these years.

Kastamonu Province Yearbooks were first published in 1869, and 21 were published until 1903.
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These yearbooks were accessed through the digital archives of the Kastamonu Manuscript
Library and some libraries (National Library, Atatiirk Library, ISAM, etc.).

Analysing the Data

The document analysis technique aims to create relational structures by dividing the sources,
called documents, into codes and themes per the researcher's purpose (Fraenkel & Wallen,
2009). It has been stated that if codes and themes are predetermined in research, it will be a
descriptive analysis (Bogdan & Biklen, 2007; Yildirim & Simsek, 2021). In this study, the data
collected using the document analysis method were subjected to descriptive analysis.

Ethics Committee Approval
Exempt from Ethics Committee Approval.

FINDINGS

The findings of our research are organised under six main headings. These titles are
developments in the field of primary education, developments in the field of secondary
education, developments in the field of vocational education, schools belonging to non-Muslim
subjects, traditional educational institutions, and other educational institutions, which we have
created based on the data in Kastamonu Province Yearbooks and education yearbooks. In
addition, these main headings were divided into sub-headings due to the data analysis. Under
these headings, statistical information on education in Kastamonu province is presented in
tables. However, it is seen that the tables do not contain continuous data for all years within the
scope of the study. This is because there is information about any school at any level of
education in Kastamonu province in certain yearbooks. In other words, if there is no information
about an educational institution in the yearbook examined, the yearbook for that year is not
reflected in the table.

Developments In the Field of Primary Education

This central section of our research contains information about the first, secondary and military
riisdiye schools in Kastamonu province. Although the ibtidai schools constituted the first part
of the education system in the Ottoman Empire, riisdiye schools were opened earlier than the
ibtidai schools for various reasons (Ahmed Cevdet Pasa, 1991, p. 41). For this reason, the data
on the ibtidai schools in the Kastamonu province yearbook are more recent.

Sibyan schools: The sibyan schools were traditional in the Ottoman Empire, which were
transformed into modern primary schools. The first example of ibtidai schools was the "sample
school" opened adjacent to the Nuruosmaniye Mosque in order to provide education in the new
method (usul-1 cedid) (Ergin, 1977; Kodaman, 1988). This school, which was opened in the
mid-1860s, was followed by new ones. In the following years, the number of ibtidai schools
increased rapidly. “Number of ibtidai schools in the 1913-1914 academic year reached 3536~
(Ciydem, 2021, p. 9).

The information on the ibtidai schools in Kastamonu Province Yearbooks is from 1889
onwards. The EducationYearbooks has no information about the ibtidai schools in Kastamonu
province. There is minimal information about the gender of the students studying in ibtidai
schools or whether the school was for girls or boys in Kastamonu Province Yearbooks. Since

it was impossible to identify the male and female students in the schools in line with the
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information provided, such a distinction was not made. In our research: Kastamonu, Inebolu,
Tosya, Task&prii, Safranbolu, Arag, Daday, Cide, Iskilip, Kargi, Bolu, Eregli, Bartin, Amasra,
Gerede, Mudurnu, Diizce, Devrek (Hamidiye), Goyniik, Cankiri, Cerkes, Kalecik, Sinop,
Gerze, Boyabat, Ayancik.

Table 1. Data on Ibtidai Schools in Kastamonu Province According to Kastamonu Province Yearbooks

Year ibtidai school Student Teacher
1889 41 3234 53
1892 36 1785 62
1893 35 1939 54
1894 27 1906 49
1896 41 3184 62
1899 39 3246 65
1903 61 3604 97

Table 1 presents information about the ibtidai schools in the district and towns in Kastamonu
province in line with the information in the Province Yearbooks of Kastamonu. The number of
schools in Kastamonu province was recorded as 41 in 1889. In 1903, this number increased by
48.78% and reached 61. The lowest number of schools was recorded in 1894. The variability
in the number of schools is due to the absence of data on ibtidai schools in some places over
the years. According to the province yearbooks, the table in question includes information on
the number of students studying in ibtidai schools in all districts and towns in Kastamonu. In
1889, the number of students studying in all ibtidai schools in Kastamonu province was 3234,
while this figure increased by 11.44% to 3604 in 1903. In the 1892 province yearbook, it is seen
that the number of students decreased by 44.80% compared to the data in the previous year's
yearbook. One of the main reasons for this situation is the absence of data on some centres in
this yearbook. In addition, in light of the information in the yearbooks, it is observed that there
was an increase of 48.78% in the number of schools in the years in question, but the number of
students did not increase at the same rate. The same table also includes data on the number of
teachers working in ibtidai schools. According to these data, while the number of teachers was
53 in 1889, it increased by 83.0 per cent to 97 in 1903.

Riisdiye (Middle) Schools: Considering Kastamonu province yearbooks, the first information
about the riisdiye school is found in the 1869 Province Yearbook. Information about riisdiye
schools is in all Kastamonu province yearbooks.

Table 2. Data on the Riisdiye Schools in Kastamonu according to Kastamonu Province Yearbooks

Year Riisdiye school Student Teacher
1869 6 346 13
1870 7 422 15
1871 9 503 18
1872 10 421 24
1873 11 414 25
1874 13 669 27
1875 17 773 39
1876 18 914 46
1877 17 998 48
1878 19 1168 50
1879 21 1218 51
1880 20 1303 55
1881 21 1393 58
1882 21 1337 59
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1889 24 1748 65
1892 22 643 56
1893 20 881 46
1894 17 845 42
1896 17 956 48
1899 21 1021 50
1903 21 1030 48

Table 2 provides information on the number of riisdiye schools in the province of Kastamonu
between 1869 and 1903. When Kastamonu Province Yearbooks were examined, the following
centers within the province were found to have riisdiye schools: Kastamonu Centre, Daday,
Bolu, Eregli, Sinop, Cankiri, Inebolu, Boyabat, Safranbolu, Tosya, Cerkes, Diizce, Goyniik,
Gerze, Akcasehir, Taskoprii, Bartin, Devrek, Abana, Caycuma, Arac, Mudurnu, Iskilib,
Carsamba, Cide. It was also found that there were both boys' and girls' riisdiye schools in the
centers of Kastamonu and Sinop. In 1869, there were six riigdiye schools in Kastamonu
Province. By 1903, this number had increased by 250 percent to 21.

Table 2 explains the total number of students in riisdiye schools in Kastamonu province in terms
of years. 1869, when the first yearbook was published, the number of students in the province
was 346. The number of students was 643 in 1892 because the number of students in 11 of the
22 riisdiye schools in the province was not given in that year's yearbook. The highest number
of students was recorded in 1889, and the number of students was 1748. In addition, the number
of teachers working in the riisdiye schools in Kastamonu province is shown in table 2 by year.
According to this data, while the number of teachers was 13 in 1869, it increased to 48 in 1903,
with an increase of 269%.

Table 3. Data on Riisdiye Schools in Kastamonu Province According to Education Yearbooks

Year Riisdiye school Student Teacher
1898 23 1393 55
1899 22 1337 62
1900 22 1412 63
1901 23 1352 57
1903 23 1308 56

Table 3 shows the number of riisdiye schools in the province of Kastamonu in 1898, 1899,
1900, 1901, and 1903, according to the data in the education yearbooks. According to the data,
while the number of schools was recorded as 23 in 1898, 1901, and 1903, it was shown as 22
in 1899 and 1900. The number of riigdiye schools in the 1899 Kastamonu Province Yearbook
was 21, and 22 in the 1899 Education Yearbook. Although Sinop Male Riisdiye School is
included in the 1903 Education Yearbook, it is not included in the Kastamonu Province
Yearbook. In the 1903 Kastamonu Province Yearbook, the number of riisdiye schools was listed
as 21, while it was listed as 23 in the Education Yearbook of the same year. Although Kiire
Riigsdiye School and Ayancik Riisdiye School were included in the 1903 Education Yearbook,
it is seen that these schools were included in the Kastamonu Province Yearbook of the same
year.

As seen in table 3, there was no significant change in the number of students in the riisdiye
schools in Kastamonu province. In the 1899 Kastamonu Province Yearbook, the total number
of students in riisdiye schools was stated as 1021, while in the Education Yearbook of the same
year, this number was 1352. Therefore, the difference between the two yearbooks is 331.
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Similarly, while the number of riisdiye school students was 1030 in the 1903 Kastamonu
Province Yearbooks, it was 1308 in the Education Yearbook. In this case, the difference in the
number of students between the 1903 Education Yearbook and the Kastamonu Province
Yearbook is 278.

The table above shows the number of teachers working in the riisdiye schools in the province
of Kastamonu based on data from the education yearbooks of 1898, 1899, 1900, 1901, and
1903. Accordingly, there were 55 teachers in 1898, 62 in 1899, 63 in 1900, 57 in 1901, and 56
in 1903. While the number of teachers was 50 in the 1899 Kastamonu Province Yearbook, the
Education Yearbook of the same year stated that there were 62 teachers. In the 1903 Kastamonu
Province Yearbook, the number of teachers was recorded as 48, while in the Education
Yearbook published in the same year, this number was 56.

Military Riisdiye schools: In the province of Kastamonu, it was observed that there was a
military secondary school only in the central district of Kastamonu province. The first
information about the military riisdiye school in Kastamonu Province Yearbooks was included
in the 1889 yearbook. It is understood from the yearbook data that the school's education period
was four years. The education yearbooks also include information about the Kastamonu
military secondary school.

Table 4. Data on Military Riigsdiye Schools in the Central District of Kastamonu According to Kastamonu Province
Yearbooks

Year Teacher Student
1st Year 2nd Year  3rd Year 4th Year  Total

1889 10 24 42 34 27 127
1892 11 - - - - 180
1893 11 - - - - 180
1896 11 40 49 45 23 157
1899 11 40 37 35 35 147
1903 12 44 41 16 15 116

Table 4 contains information about the military riigdiye schools in the central district of
Kastamonu according to the Kastamonu Province yearbooks of 1889, 1892, 1893, 1896, 1899,
and 1903. Based on this information, the number of teachers working in the riisdiye schools
was 10 in 1889, 11 in 1892, 1896 and 1899, and 12 in 1903. According to the data in the
yearbooks, the riisdiye school education period was four years. In 1889, the number of students
studying at this school was as follows: 24 in the first year, 42 in the second year, 34 in the third
year, 27 in the fourth year, and 127 in total. In 1892 and 1893, only the number of students in
the first year is 180. In 1896, the number of students was as follows: 40 in the first year, 49 in
the second year, 45 in the third year, and 23 in the fourth year. In 1899, it is understood that
there were 40 students in the first year, 37 in the second year, 35 in the third year, 35 in the
fourth year, and 147 in total. In 1903, 44 students in the first year, 41 students in the second
year, 16 in the third year, and 15 in the fourth year were enrolled in the military secondary
school. As can be seen from the table, the number of students in the school in 1892 and 1893
was not given on a class basis. In those years, 180 students were enrolled in the school.
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Table 5. Data on Military Riisdiye schools in the Central District of Kastamonu, according to the Education
Yearbooks

Year Teacher Student
1898 10 141
1899 11 315
1900 11 315
1901 10 120
1903 10 -

The data in table 5 provide information about the military riisdiye schools in the Kastamonu
district in the 1898, 1899, 1900, 1901, and 1903 education yearbooks. According to this
information, the number of teachers was 10 in 1898, 1902, and 1903, and 11 in 1899 and 1900.
The number of teachers in the 1899 Kastamonu Province Yearbook and 1899 Education
Yearbook is 11. The number of teachers in the 1903 Kastamonu Province Yearbook was 12,
while in the EducationYearbook of the same year, it was 10. The number of students was 141
in 1898, 315 in 1899 and 1900, and 120 in 1901. There is no data for the 1903 year. While the
number of students in 1899 was 147 in the Kastamonu Province Yearbook, this figure was 310
in the Education Yearbook of the same year.

Developments In the Field of Secondary Education

Under the heading of developments in secondary education, we examined the idadi school in
Kastamonu province, i.e., the institutions accepted at the high school level today (2024). The
Kastamonu Province Yearbook and the Education Yearbook included information about the
highs.

High (Idadi) School: In light of the information in the yearbooks, it has been determined that
there were only four high schools in Kastamonu province. These are the Kastamonu Center,
Bolu District, Sinop District, and Cankir1 District. The first information about the high school
in Kastamonu province yearbooks was in 1889. Although there is information about
Kastamonu High School in the same yearbook, it is known from other sources that this school
was opened in 1885 (Eski, 2024, p. 30). The first information about Bolu High School is
found in the Kastamonu Province Yearbook in 1892, Sinop High School in 1893, and Cankir
High School in 1894. Information about Kastamonu High School, Bolu High School, Sinop
High School and Cankir1 High School is found in the education yearbooks.

Table 6. Data on the High School in the Central District of Kastamonu, according to Kastamonu Province
Yearbooks

Year Teacher Student
1889 10 98

1892 12 32

1893 11 55

1896 15 137
1899 16 118
1903 16 122

As seen in table 6, the Kastamonu province yearbooks for 1889, 1892, 1893, 1896, 1899, and
1903 contain data on the high school. While there were ten teachers in the school in 1889, this
number increased to 16 in 1903. In terms of the number of students, while were 98 students in
the school in 1889, this number increased to 122 in 1903, with an increase of 124.48%. The
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year with the lowest number of students was 1892, with 32 students, while the year with the
highest was 1896, with 137.

Table 7. Data on the High School in Bolu District according to Kastamonu Province Yearbooks

Year Teacher Student
1892 10 -

1893 7 66

1894 6 66

1896 6 88

1899 5 88

1903 7 95

In table 7, information about the high school in the province of Bolu is given in the Kastamonu
province yearbooks for 1892, 1893, 1894, 1896, 1899, and 1903. According to these data, while
the number of teachers was 10 in 1892, it was 7 in 1903. As for the number of students, there
is no record in 1892. However, it is understood that 66 students studied at this school in 1893
and 1894, 88 students in 1896 and 1899, and 95 students in 1903.

Table 8. Data on the High School in Sinop, according to Kastamonu Province Yearbooks

Year Teacher Student
1893 7 67
1894 5 70
1896 6 80
1899 5 80
1903 6 89

Table 8 shows the data on the high school in Sinop in the Kastamonu province yearbooks for
the years 1893, 1894, 1896, 1899, and 1903. According to these data, the number of teachers
working at the school was 7 in 1893, 5 in 1894 and 1899, and 6 in 1896 and 1903. While the
number of students was 67 in 1893, it increased to 89 in 1903, with an increase of 32.83%. In
addition, the number of students was recorded as 70 in 1894 and 80 in 1896 and 1899.

Table 9. Data on the High School in Cankirt according to Kastamonu Province Yearbooks

Year Teacher Student
1894 6 79

1896 4 98

1899 5 89

1903 5 100

In table 9, the data on the high school in Cankir1 district are given in line with the data in the
Kastamonu Province Yearbooks. According to this information, the number of teachers
working at the school is indicated. At the same time, there were six teachers in 1894, 4 in 1896,
and 5 in 1899 and 1903. While the number of students was 79 in 1894, it increased to 100 in
1903, with an increase of 26.58%. In addition, the number of students was recorded as 98 in
1896 and 89 in 1899.
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Table 10. Data on the High Schools in the Central District of Kastamonu according to the Education Yearbooks

Year Teacher Student
1898 15 1161
1899 11 146
1900 12 146
1901 11 149
1903 11 119

Table 10 shows information about Kastamonu High School in the education yearbooks from
1898, 1899, 1900, 1901, and 1903. The education circulars above contain information about
Kastamonu High School. According to the data, it is understood that there were 15 teachers in
the school in 1898, 11 teachers in 1899, 1901 and 1903, and 12 teachers in 1900. The number
of students was 116 in 1898, 146 in 1899 and 1900, 149 in 1901 and 119 in 1903. While the
number of teachers was 16 in the 1899 Kastamonu Province Yearbook, it is seen as 11 in the
Education Yearbooks of the same date. Similarly, while the number of teachers was 16 in the
1903 Kastamonu Province Yearbook, it was given as 11 in the Education Yearbook of the same
year. While the number of students was 98 in the 1899 Kastamonu Province Yearbook, it was
146 in the Education Yearbook of the same year. Finally, according to the 1903 Kastamonu
Province Yearbook, there were 122 students in the school, while the number of students was
119 in the EducationYearbook of the same year.

Table 11. Data on the High School in Bolu, according to the Education Yearbooks

Year Teacher Student
1898 - -

1899 5 110
1900 6 110
1901 6 101
1903 8 90

Table 11 shows information about the high school in Bolu's 1898, 1899, 1900, 1901, and 1903
education yearbooks. In the 1898 yearbook, there is no information about the high school.
While the number of teachers was 5 in 1899, this number was 8 in 1903. As for the number of
students, it is recorded that there were 110 students in 1899 and 1900, 101 in 1901, and 90 in
1903. However, while the 1899 Kastamonu Province Yearbook lists the number of students
studying at Bolu High School as 88, the EducationY earbook states that the number of students
studying at this High School was 110. Similarly, in the 1903 Kastamonu Province Yearbook,
the number of students studying at Bolu High School was 95, while in the Education Yearbook
of the same year, the number of students studying at this high school was 90.

Table 12. Data on the High Schools in Sinop according to the Education Yearbooks

Year Teacher Student
1898 - -

1899 5 72

1900 5 72

1901 6 68

1903 6 96

L1t is understood from the information in the yearbook that 12 of these students were non-Muslims.
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Table 12 shows findings about the high school in Sinop in the education yearbooks of 1898,
1899, 1900, 1901, and 1903. According to the findings, there is no information about high
school in Sinop in 1898. However, the number of teachers was stated as 5 in 1899 and 1900,
and the number of teachers was recorded as 6 in 1901 and 1903. The number of students was
72 in 1899 and 1900, 68 in 1901 and 96 in 1903. According to the Kastamonu Province
Yearbook, the number of students was 80 in 1899, while 72 in the EducationYearbook of the
same year. Similarly, while the number of students was 89 in the 1903 Kastamonu Province
Yearbook, this number was 96 in the Education Yearbook of the same year.

Table 13. Data on the High School in Cankir1 according to the Education Yearbooks

Year Teacher Student
1898 - -

1899 5 98

1900 5 98

1901 5 85

1903 6 89

As seen in table 13, the education yearbooks for 1898, 1899, 1900, 1901, and 1903 contain data
on the high school in Cankiri. The data determined that in 1898, Cankir1 High School was
included in the Education Yearbook only by name. While the number of teachers in the high
school was given as 5 in 1899, 1900, and 1901, it was recorded as 6 in 1903. The number of
students was 98 in 1899 and 1900, 85 in 1901 and 89 in 1903. According to the Kastamonu
Province Yearbook, the number of teachers at Cankir1 was rated 5 in 1899; however, it was
shown as 6 in the Education Yearbook of the same year. Regarding the number of students,
while it was stated that there were 89 students in the 1899 Kastamonu Province Yearbook, it
was given as 98 in the EducationYearbook of the same year. In 1903, the number of students
was 100 in the Kastamonu Province Yearbook; however, it was given as 89 in the Education
Yearbook of the same year.

Developments In the Field of Vocational Education

In light of the information in the yearbooks, among the institutions providing vocational
education in the province of Kastamonu are Dariilmuallimin-i Sibyan (Male et al. School) and
Kastamonu Industrial School.

Teacher Training School: The first information about the Dariilmuallimin-1 Sibyan School in
Kastamonu Province Yearbooks was found in the yearbook 1889. In the 1889 yearbook, it was
seen that there was one darlilmuallimin in Kastamonu center and Bolu. In the education
yearbooks, there is only information about the dariilmuallimin in the center of Kastamonu.

Table 14. Data on the Dariilmuallimin-i Sibyan in the Central District of Kastamonu, according to Kastamonu
Province Yearbooks

Year Teacher Student
1889 2 -
1896 1 -
1899 1 -
1903 1 -

As can be seen in Table 14, there is information about Dariilmuallimin-i Sibyan in Kastamonu
province yearbooks for the years 1889, 1896, 1899, and 1903. According to these data, in 1889,
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there were two instructors in Kastamonu Dariilmuallimin, while there was only one instructor
in the other years. There is no data on the number of students.

Table 15. Data on Dariilmuallimin-i Sibyan in Kastamonu Province, according to the Education Yearbooks

Year Teacher Student
1898 1 8
1899 1 8
1900 1 8
1901 1 7
1903 1 7

Table 15 gives information about the Dariilmuallimin-i Sibyan in the province of Kastamonu
in the education yearbooks of 1898, 1899, 1900, 1901, and 1903. As can be seen, the number
of teachers is shown as 1 in the education yearbooks of the relevant years. The number of
students studying at the school was 8 in 1898, 1899 and 1900, and 7 in 1901 and 1903.

Table 16. Data on the Dariilmuallimin-i Sibyana in Bolu District, according to Kastamonu Province Yearbooks

Year Teachers Students
1889 1 -

As can be seen in table 16, there was a school called Dariilmuallimin-i Sibyan in Bolu in 1889.
According to this data, it is understood that there was only one teacher in the school. There is
no information about the number of students. There is no information on whether there was
another school named Dariilmuallimin in Bolu in the following years.

Industrial School (Mekteb-i Sanayi). The first information about the industrial school in
Kastamonu province yearbooks was found in the yearbook in 1892.

Table 17. Vocational Departments in Kastamonu Mekteb-i Sanayi, according to Kastamonu Province Yearbooks

1892 1893 1896 1899 1903
Carpentry Carpentry Carpentry Carpentry Carpentry
Shoemaking Shoemaking Shoemaking Shoemaking Carpet weaving
Ropery Tailoring Typesetting Weaving Shoemaking
Typesetting Weaving
Typesetting

In line with the data in Kastamonu province yearbooks, information on the vocational programs
at the Kastamonu Industrial School between 1892 and 1903 is given in table 17. According to
this information, in 1892, Kastamonu Industrial School had carpentry, shoemaking, and ropery
programs, while in 1903, it is understood that vocational education was provided in the fields
of carpentry, carpet weaving, shoemaking, weaving, and typesetting.

175



T. Saglam & Education in Kastamonu According to Education Yearbooks and <
E. Ciydem Province Yearbooks (1869-1903)

Table 18. Number of Students, Teachers and Administrators in Kastamonu Mekteb-i Sanayi according to
Kastamonu Province Yearbooks

Year Number of Students Number of Teachers
1892 95 11

1893 31 13

1896 47 16

1899 50 162

1903 49 103

Table 18 provides information on the number of students studying at the Kastamonu Industrial
School and the number of teachers working there in light of the information in the Kastamonu
Province Yearbooks from 1892 to 1903. In 1892, while there were 95 students in the industrial
school, this number decreased by 48.42% to 49 in 1903. In the same period, the number of
teachers working at the industrial school was as follows: 11 in 1892, 13 in 1893, 16 in 1896 and
1899, and 10 in 1903.

Schools For Non-Muslims

The first information about non-Muslim schools in Kastamonu Province Yearbooks is found in
the yearbooks 1889. Both Kastamonu Province Yearbooks and education yearbooks determined
that there were schools belonging to the Greek and Armenian nations.

Table 19. Number of Non-Muslim Schools in the Province of Kastamonu According to Kastamonu Province
Yearbooks

Year School
Armenian Greek

1889 1 2
1892 1 5
1893 1 3
1894 - 3
1896 1 4
1899 1 4
1903 1 6

As can be seen in Table 19, there is information about non-Muslim schools in the Kastamonu
province in the Kastamonu Province Yearbooks for the years 1889, 1892, 1893, 1894, 1896,
1899, and 1903. According to this information, three non-Muslim schools were in the center of
Kastamonu in 1889. Two of these schools belonged to the Greek nation and one to the Armenian
nation. In 1892, the number of non-Muslim schools doubled. This is due to the inclusion of
three non-Muslim schools in the Sinop District in the yearbook.

Table 20. Number of Teachers in Non-Muslim Schools in Kastamonu Province According to Kastamonu Province
Yearbooks

Year Armenian Greek Total
1889 3 4 7
1892 3 12 15
1893 2 8 10
1894 - 8 8
1896 3 12 15
1899 3 11 14

2 A total of 6 administrative and teaching positions are indicated as vacant.
3 In total, 2 administrative and teaching positions are indicated as vacant.
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1903 4 17 21

Table 20 presents data on the number of teachers teaching in non-Muslim schools in the
province of Kastamonu according to the Kastamonu Province Yearbooks for 1889, 1892, 1893,
1894, 1896, 1899, and 1903. According to these data, there were seven teachers in non-Muslim
schools in 1889, 15 in 1892, 10 in 1893, eight in 1894, 15 in 1896, 14 in 1899 and 21 in 1903.
Considering these dates, by 1903, the number of teachers in non-Muslim schools had increased
by more than 200 percent. This increase is in line with the increase in the number of schools.

Table 21. Number of Students in Non-Muslim Schools in the Province of Kastamonu According to Kastamonu
Province Yearbooks

Armenian4 Greek
Year Male Girl Male Girl Total
1889 45 27 145 70 287
1892 - - 240 - 240
1893 50 30 112 95 287
1894 - - 352 160 512
1896 55 27 333 282 697
1899 78 52 387 405 922
1903 1105 554 264 928

As seen in Table 21, according to the Kastamonu Province Yearbooks for the years 1889, 1892,
1893, 1894, 1896, 1899, and 1903, information on the number of students studying in non-
Muslim schools in Kastamonu is given. According to this information, there were 287 students
in 3 non-Muslim schools in 1889. Of these students, 72 were studying in Armenian schools and
215 in Greek schools. In 1892, although the number of schools increased, the number of
students decreased. By 1903, the increase in the number of students in non-Muslim schools was
223.34 percent, considering the data of 1889.

Table 22. Names of Non-Muslim Schools in the Province of Kastamonu and the Congregations They Belong to
According to the Education Yearbooks®

City County School Congregation
Kastamonu Kastamonu Rum Male School Greek
Kastamonu Kastamonu Rum Girl School Greek
Kastamonu Kastamonu Vartanas Armenian
Kastamonu Inebolu Petriyos Greek
Kastamonu Inebolu Petriyos Greek
Kastamonu inebolu Karaca Greek
Kastamonu inebolu Aci1 Tavus Greek
Kastamonu Safranbolu Rum School Greek
Bolu Eregli Rum School Greek
Sinop Sinop Rum School Greek

Table 22 provides information on the number of non-Muslim schools in the province of
Kastamonu and the community to which the school belonged in light of the information in the
education yearbooks. In the center of Kastamonu are two schools belonging to Greeks and one

4 Considering the number of Armenian schools, it is understood that male and female students received
coeducation.
5 The number of male and female students is not given separately.
® This table is the same as the 1898, 1900, 1901, and 1903 education yearbooks.
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to Armenians. There were also four Greek schools in Inebolu: one Greek school in Safranbolu,
one in Eregli, and one in Sinop.

Traditional Educational Institutions
This research section contains numerical data about our traditional educational institutions,
such as sibyan schools and madrasahs.

Stbyan Schools: Sibyan schools constitute the first step of our traditional educational
institutions in the Ottoman Empire. The first information about sibyan schools is found in the
1869 Kastamonu Province Yearbooks. In addition, the information about the schools was also
found in the asar-1 mamure ruler section of the Kastamonu Province Yearbooks. There is no
information about the sibyan schools in the province of Kastamonu in the education yearbooks.

Table 23. The Number of Sibyan Schools in Kastamonu Province According to Kastamonu Province Yearbooks
1869 1870 1871 1872 1873 1874 1875 1876 1877

Kastamonu 624 624 574 574 581 598 857 951 891
Sinop 221 221 221 221 221 208 334 299 300
Bolu 834 834 834 834 834 1011 925 975 979
Cankir1 276 276 279 233 233 165 153 153 153

Table 23 shows the data on the sibyan schools in Kastamonu, Sinop, Bolu, and Cankir1 between
1869 and 1877. When we look at these data, while there were 624 sibyan schools in Kastamonu
in 1869, this number was 891 in 1877. While there were 221 sibyan schools in Sinop in 1869,
this number increased to 300 in 1877. While there were 834 sibyan schools in Bolu in 1869,
this number reached 979 in 1877. While there were 276 sibyan schools in Cankir1 in 1869, this
number was 153 in 1877.

Madrasahs: The first information about madrasahs is found in the 1869 Kastamonu Province
Yearbooks. In 1869, there were 95 madrasahs in Kastamonu province. The Education
Yearbooks found information about madrasahs in Kastamonu province in 1899, 1900, 1901,
and 1903.

Tablo 24. The Number of Madrasahs in Kastamonu Province According to Kastamonu Province Yearbooks

Year Madrasah Students
1869 95 2542
1873 14 664
1874 15 821

1875 18 751

1876 19 593

1877 19 593

1878 19 593

1879 19 596

Table 24 provides information on the number of madrasahs in Kastamonu between 1869 and
1879 and the number of students studying in these madrasahs according to Kastamonu Province
Yearbooks. In 1869, there were 95 madrasahs in the province. In the same year, 2542 students
were studying in madrasahs. In 1869, there were 16 madrasahs in the central district of
Kastamonu and 468 students in these madrasahs. The reason for the higher number of
madrasahs and students in 1869 compared to other years is that in that year, madrasahs in all
sanjaks and kazas in Kastamonu province were given. In the yearbooks for the following years,
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only the number of madrasahs in the central district and the number of students in these
madrasahs are included. In 1873, there were 14 madrasahs and 664 students in the center of
Kastamonu, while in 1874, the number of madrasahs increased to 15, and the number of
students was 821. In 1875, the number of madrasahs increased to 18, but the number of students
decreased to 751. In 1874, the number of students studying in madrasahs increased compared
to the previous year, while in the following years, the number of students decreased.

Table 25. Number of Madrasahs, Muderris, and Students in Kastamonu Province according to Education
Yearbooks

Year Madrasah Muderris Students
1899 114 116 6342
1900 114 123 6816
1901 125 125 9387
1903 119 117 9552

Table 25 provides information on the number of madrasahs in Kastamonu province, the number
of muderris teaching in madrasahs, and the number of students receiving education, which
aligns with the information in the education yearbooks. In 1899, the number of madrasahs in
Kastamonu province was 114, which increased to 119 in 1903. In the same period, the number
of muderris taught in madrasahs was 116 in 1899, and the number of students was 6342. In
1900, the number of muderris was 123, and the number of students increased to 6816. In 1903,
the number of muderris decreased to 117, and the number of students increased to 9552.
According to these data, there was a 50% increase in students in four years.

CONCLUSION AND DISCUSSION

This study identified ibtidai schools, riisdiye schools and high schools, vocational schools,
military schools, and traditional educational institutions in Kastamonu province.

Considering the developments in primary education in Kastamonu province in 1889, there were
3234 students in 41 ibtidai schools. When we divide the number of students by the number of
schools, we see that there were 78.87 students per school on average. In 1903, 61 ibtidai schools
were established in Kastamonu province, and 3604 students studied there. According to these
data, the number of students per school in 1903 was 59.08. Based on these data, it is seen that
the number of primary schools increased by 48.78% from 1889 to 1903. Considering the
number of teachers in ibtidai schools in Kastamonu province, it is understood that there were
approximately 1.2 teachers per school in 1889. This ratio increased to 1.59 in 1903. Considering
the number of teachers and students in ibtidai schools, there were 61.01 students per teacher in
1889. This ratio decreased to 37.15 in 1903. According to these data, it can be said that there
has been an improvement in the number of teachers working in ibtidai schools in recent years.
This improvement was realized in parallel with schooling. These years coincide with the reign
of Abdiilhamid II. This increase is also in line with the education policy pursued during the
reign of Abdiilhamid II. The literature states that the construction of ibtidai schools and the
improvement of general schools were among the steps to be taken in education during the reign
of Abdiilhamid II (Tiirk, 2015).

Sibyan schools, which are among the traditional education institutions in the Ottoman Empire,
represent the first stage of education. In the 1860s, the sibyan schools began to transform into
ibtidai schools, which continued until the Second Constitutional Monarchy period. According
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to the 1877 Kastamonu Province Yearbook, the total number of sibyan schools in the province
of Kastamonu was 2323. In this year, there were more sibyan schools than ibtidai schools. In
the Ottoman Empire, the transformation of sibyan schools into ibtidai schools continued from
the 1870s onwards. In the same period, there was an increase in the number of ibtidiai schools
in Kastamonu. This situation shows that the modernization process of Ottoman education did
not occur at the desired pace.

The second stage of the primary education section of our research consists of riisdiye schools.
The number of students studying in 6 riisdiye schools in Kastamonu province in 1869 was 346.
In this case, each school had an average of 57.66 students. In 1903, the number of students
studying in 21 riisdiye schools increased to 1030. In this case, there were 49 students per school
on average. When we look at the years mentioned above, it is seen that the number of riisdiye
schools, which were modern, and the number of students in these schools increased. In 1869,
the number of students per teacher in Kastamonu province was 26.61, while this ratio decreased
to 21.45 in 1903. Similarly, while the number of teachers per school was 2.16 in 1869, it
increased to 2.28 in 1903. Considering the military schools, while there were ten teachers in
1889, this number increased to 12 in 1903. In the province of Kastamonu, there has been an
increase in the number of schools, students, and teachers in the context of riisdiye schools.
Based on this increase, it can be said that schooling and the number of teachers increased
positively and parallelly. In the process of Ottoman educational modernization, policies to
increase the number of riisdiye schools were pursued, and the effects of these policies were seen
in Kastamonu. The literature stated significant progress in increasing the number of riisdiye
schools, but it was insufficient for the Ottoman Empire (Altinova, 2010). One of the riisdiye
schools in Kastamonu province belonged to girls, which shows that girls' education was
important. However, it was determined that the teachers of this girls' riisdiye school were not
graduates of Dartilmuallimat (Girls' Teacher Training School) (Cevik, 2022).

It is understood that there was only one high school in the provincial center of Kastamonu in
the Kastamonu Province Yearbooks of 1889. Later, in the 1892 yearbook, there is data on Bolu
High School, in the 1893 yearbook on Sinop High School, and in the 1894 yearbook on Cankir1
High School. In the 1903 Kastamonu Province Yearbooks, it is recorded that there were 440
students in total in these four high schools. The number of teachers working in these schools
was 34. In the EducationYearbooks of the same year, the number of students was 394, and the
number of teachers was 31. It was observed that the first highs in Kastamonu province were
opened during the reign of Abdiilhamid II. Abdiilhamid II's reign was a symbolic period in
which highs began to be opened in provincial provinces. “It was stated that the total number of
highs reached 109 during the reign of Abdiilhamid II” (Kodaman, 1988, p. 167). However, it is
also a fact that high faced problems such as a lack of buildings and teachers in this process. In
1892, it is understood that the duration of education in Kastamonu High School was seven years
(Saglam, 2023). This is because, in those years, four-year high schools in large provinces were
included in high. “In the Kastamonu Yearbooks of the years when the education period in
Kastamonu High School was seven years, there is no information about the central secondary”
(Saglam, 2023, p. 120).

Kastamonu Industrial School had shoemaking, weaving, upholstery, blacksmithing, and
tinsmithing departments. In 1905, an ironworks was opened. Pianos were made in the school,
which has a wide range of production, and large carpets were woven (Kaya & Oztiirk, 2018).
The first information about Dariilmuallimin in the province of Kastamonu was found in the
Kastamonu Province Yearbooks of 1889. The opening of Dariilmuallimat in the center of
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Kastamonu took place in 1915 (Arslanoglu, 1998). Although the name Dariilmuallimin is
mentioned in the Province Yearbooks examined, there is no information about the number of
students. According to the data in the education yearbooks, Dariilmuallimin-i Sibyan was
located in the centers of Kastamonu and Bolu. According to the 1903 EducationY earbooks, the
number of students in Kastamonu Dariilmuallimin-i Sibyan was 7. Considering the number of
sanbyan schools in Kastamonu province, it can be understood that the number of
Dartilmuallimin students was far from meeting the need for teachers in primary schools.
“Emrullah Efendi, the minister of education in those years, stated that 70,000 teachers were
needed to work in primary schools” (Ergiin, 2021, p. 225). This shows us that the need for
teachers in primary schools was met from sources other than Dartilmuallimin.

In 1889, the data in Kastamonu Province Yearbooks provided us with the first information
about non-Muslim schools. These schools were determined to belong to the Greek and
Armenian communities primarily. In 1889, 287 students were receiving education in three non-
Muslim schools. While Greeks opened separate schools for boys and girls, Armenians preferred
co-education. In 1903, six non-Muslim schools in Kastamonu province had 21 teachers and 928
students. Considering the number of non-Muslim schools, it is observed that there was a
significant increase in the Kastamonu province in 1903 compared to previous years. Documents
show that the number of Greek girls attending school was higher than that of Muslim girls
(Namal & Sahin, 2023). It has been revealed in some of the studies in the literature that the
schooling rates and the number of students among non-Muslims were higher than among
Muslims (Birbudak, 2007). This situation is essential in showing the importance of non-Muslim
subjects attached to education.

It is understood that the number of madrasahs in Kastamonu has increased over the years. In
addition, there was a significant increase in the number of students in madrasahs in 1903. One
of the reasons for this significant increase may be that madrasah students were exempted from
military service in those years, which increased the demand for madrasahs. It is also stated in
the sources that during the reign of Abdulhamid II, madrasahs turned into places where
deserters gathered (Y1ldiz, 2020).
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