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Palestine in Ottoman Turkish Poetry
Abstract: The relationship between Arab and Turkish literature is too old and geographically
closely related. Turkey is geographically close to the Arab world and intersects with it at different
land and sea borders. In fact, this relationship is of great historical importance. Historical and
geographical proximity has caused the Turkish language to borrow many words from Arabic. In
terms of religion, the greatest impact was made when Ottomans accepted Islam as a religion,
making it an inseparable part of the Islamic world. When the Ottomans became the caliph, Arab
issues became an inseparable part of the Ottoman Empire. As for the spiritual value of Palestine in
the Ottomans, since it was a place with Islamic characteristics in Islamic thought, Ottoman
statesmen gave great importance to Palestine. Because the Palestine issue is an issue that
transcends continents in terms of religion, politics and culture; historically, it has hosted the oldest
civilizations, the holiest cities, all heavenly religions have been affiliated with it and many prophets
lived in these lands. God Almighty has given it certain advantages that are not given to others and
from there it has created a starting point for Palestine to become one of the most influential issues
in its region and even in the entire world. This influence did not only occur in the political
dimension, it went beyond this and transcended thought, culture, economy and other areas. When
we look at the literary aspect of the Palestine issue, what it affects, what it is affected by and what is
poetically associated with Palestine, we see that Ottoman Turkish literature and modern literature
are closely connected to this issue. This connection, which has been politically, historically,
intellectually and religiously connected to Palestine since the foundation of the Ottoman Empire,
continued until the Turkish Republic. The relationship between Palestine and Turkey continues
with problems, different standards and dialectics. How could Palestine, which is an inseparable part
of the Ottoman Empire, not be so important? What confirms the importance that the Ottoman
Empire gave to Palestine is the narration in history books of Suleiman the Magnificent's interest in
Palestine and the special attention he showed to it. Similarly, while rejecting the proposals and
provocations of the Jews, Sultan II. Abdulhamid also gave great importance to Palestine and openly
stated that the price of Palestine was the price of 800 million Muslims and that he would not
surrender Palestine to the Jews as long as he lived. This attitude he displayed even caused him to be
dethroned. However, what interests us in this study is how and what Ottoman literature and
especially poetry about Palestine is. In other words, it is to address the Palestinian issue in a poetic
way and at a special historical stage. We have limited our research to the scene of the Divan, that is,
classical Ottoman poetry, and its relationship with Palestine in terms of its political, artistic,
historical, intellectual and doctrinal foundations, so that this will be a threshold that we can rely on
in the future. Indeed, it has become an urgent need to complete a comprehensive study in Arabic
language that deals with the relationship between Turkish and Arabic literature, especially in
Palestine. This study aims to address Ottoman Turkish literature that deals with Palestine within
the historical process extending from the beginning of the Ottoman Empire to the beginning of the
establishment of the new Turkish state (Republican period). This study examines the works of
Ottoman poets during the Divan period and the status of Jerusalem, Isra and Miraj, the place and
value of Palestine, the relationship between Palestine and the Day of Judgment, and issues related
to Palestine. My study adapts an analytical approach by referring to poets and their works in my
research, then translating these poems, analyzing them from a literary perspective, and classifying
them according to the topics covered. I also conducted a detailed critical reading and sometimes
witnessed the poem as a witness to the topic covered in the research. Problems and difficulties:
The researcher I encountered difficulties in my study represented by the language of poetry, such
as some poems being written in Ottoman, some poets' works not being published or not being
available on the internet, and therefore access to them being blocked. Conclusion: I obtained a
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number of results in my research, which can be summarized as follows: Ottoman poetry gave
Palestine an important place, Jerusalem was mostly discussed in this poetry, and most of the poets’
starting point was religion. As for the political aspect of Palestine, this is not mentioned much in
this poem.

Keywords: Arabic language and literature, Turkish and Palestinian literature, Ottoman poetry,
Jerusalem, Poetry Analysis, Israel-Palestine Issue.

Osmanh Tiirk Siirinde Filistin
Oz: Arap-Tiirk edebiyatinin iliskisi eski, yeni ve cografi olarak yakin iliskilidir. Tiirkiye cografi
olarak Arap diinyasina yakin bir konumdadir ve onunla farkli kara ve deniz smirlarinda
kesismektedir. Aslinda bu iliski Tarihsel olarak ¢ok biiyiik bir 6nem arz etmektedir. Tarihsel ve
cografi yakinlik, Tiirk dilinin bir¢ok kelimesini Arapgadan almasina neden olmustur. Din konusunda
ise en bilyiik etkiyi Tiirkiye'nin Islam'1 bir din olarak kabul etmesiyle bu islam diinyasinin ayrilmaz
bir par¢asi haline getirmistir. Osmanlilar halife olunca Arap meseleleri Osmanl imparatorlugu'nun
ayrilmaz bir pargasi haline geldi. Filistin’in Osmanlilar’da manevi degerine gelince, Islam
diisiincesinde Islami 6zelligi tasiyan bir yer oldugundan Osmanlhnin devlet adamlan Filistin’e ¢cok
onem vermislerdir. Ciinkii Filistin meselesi dini, siyasi ve kiiltiirel acidan kitalar1 asan bir
meseledir; Tarihsel olarak en eski medeniyetleri, en kutsal sehirleri blinyesinde barindirmis, tim
semavi dinler ona bagl olmus ve bu topraklarda pek ¢ok peygamber yasamistir. Cenab-1 Hak, ona
baskalarina verilmeyen bir takim avantajlar tahsis etmis ve buradan yola g¢ikarak Filistin'in,
cevresinde ve hatta tiim diinyada en etkili meselelerden biri olmasina bir baslangi¢ noktasi
olusturmustur. Bu etki sadece siyasi boyutta olmadi, bunun o6tesine gecerek diistince, kiiltiir,
ekonomi ve diger alanlar1 da asmistir. Filistin meselesinin edebi yoniine, nelerin etkiledigine,
nelerden etkilendigine ve siirsel olarak Filistin ile nelerin iliskilendirildigine baktigimizda, Osmanl
Tirk edebiyatinin ve modern edebiyatin bu konuyla yakindan baglantili oldugunu goériiyoruz.
Osmanl imparatorlugu’nun kurulusundan bu yana siyasi, tarihi, fikri ve dini acidan Filistin'e bagh
olan bu bag, Cumhuriyet doneminde de devam etmistir. Filistin ile Tirkiye arasindaki iligki
sorunlariyla, farkh standartlarla ve diyalektigiyle devam etmektedir. Osmanh Imparatorlugu'nun
ayrilmaz bir parcasi olan Filistin neden bu kadar 6nemli olmasin? Bunun en bariz 6rneklerinden
Osmanli Devleti'nin Filistin'e verdigi dnemi teyit eden sey, Kanuni Sultan Siileyman'in Filistin'e olan
ilgisi ve ona gosterdigi 6zel itina tarih kitaplarinda anlatilmaktadir. Aynmi sekilde Sultan II
Abdiilhamid de Yahudiler'in tekliflerini ve kigskirtmalarin1 reddederken Filistin'e biiyiik 6nem
vermis ve Filistin'in bedelinin 800 milyon Miisliimanin bedeli oldugunu ifade etmis ve yasadigi
strece Filistin'i Yahudilere teslim etmeyecegini acik¢ca soylemistir. Gosterdigi bu tutum, onun
tahttan indirilmesine bile sebeb oldu. Ancak bu ¢alismada bizi ilgilendiren Osmanli edebiyatinin ve
ozellikle Filistin'e ait siirin nasil ve ne oldugu ile ilgilidir. Yani Filistin sorununu siirsel bir sekilde ve
0zel tarihsel bir asamada ele alinmasidir. Arastirmamizi Divan'in yani klasik Osmanli siirinin
sahnesi ve onun siyasi, sanatsal, tarihi, fikri ve doktrinsel temelleri itibariyla Filistin'le olan
iliskisiyle sinirlandirdik ki bu, gelecekte dayanabilecegimiz bir esik olsun. Nitekim Filistin 6zelinde
Tirk ve Arap edebiyatinin iliskisini konu alan ve Arap dilinde kapsamli bir ¢alismanin
tamamlanmasi acil bir ihtiya¢ haline gelmistir. Calismanmin amaci: Osmanh Imparatorlugu'nun
baslangicindan beri yeni Tiirk devletinin kurulusunun baslangicina (Cumhuriyet dénemi) kadar
uzanan tarihsel silire¢ icerisinde Filistin'i ele alan Osmanli Tirk edebiyatini ele almay:
amaglamaktadir. Calismanin kapsami: Bu ¢alismada Divan dénemi Osmanl sairlerinin ¢alismalari
ve Kudiis'iin statiisii, Isra ve Mirag, Filistin'in yeri ve degerini, Filistin'in Kiyamet Giinii ile iliskisi ve
Filistin ile ilgili konular ele almaktadir. Calismanin yontemi: Arastirmaci, ¢alismasinda sairlere ve
onlarin eserlerine atifta bulunarak, daha sonra bu siirleri terciime ederek, edebi agidan analiz
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ederek ve ele alinan konulara gore siniflandirarak analitik inceleme yaklasimini benimsemistir.
Ayrica detayll bir elestirel okuma yapmis, bazen de siiri arastirmada ele alinan konuya sahitlik
etmistir. Sorunlar ve zorluklar: Arastirmaci, siir diliyle temsil edilen arastirmasinda baz siirlerin
Osmanlica yazilmasi, bazi sairlerin eserlerinin basilmamasi veya internette yer almamasi, bu
nedenle bunlara erisimin engellenmesi gibi zorluklarla karsi karsiya kalmistir. Sonug: Arastirmaci,
arastirmasinda Osmanl siirinin Filistin'e énemli bir yer verdigi, bu siirde en ¢ok Kudiis'in ele
alindig1 ve sairlerin ¢gogunun ¢ikis noktasinin din oldugu seklinde 6zetlenen bir takim sonuglar elde
etti. Filistin'in siyasi yoniine gelince, siirlerde bundan pek bahsedilmiyor.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Arap Dili ve Belagati, Tiirk ve Filistin edebiyati, Osmanl Siiri, Kudiis, Siir Tahlilj,
Israil - Filistin Meselesi.
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