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The Political Dimensions of the Concept of Governance

Faaiz Salih MAHMOOD **

Abstract

Sovereignty is one of the basic concepts in political science. This term has raised a
lot of controversy and discussion. It has been exercised in many ways. It means that
in every independent state there is a final authority that has its internal form which is
represented by its supremacy in managing its facilities inside the country and the sub-
Jjection of all who live on its land to its regulations and ruling, as well as its preservation
of security and protection of lives and wealth, and its external form represented by its
relations and external ties with other countries. The concept of governance is one of the
common concepts put forward by some Islamic thinkers. The idea of governance has
raised an ideological debate and intellectual dispute among thinkers and advocators.
In certain periods, this concept has been the focus of advocacy and movement practices
and the basis of the construction of Islamic political theories in the systems of govern-
ment. Some Islamic movements have taken it as an axis and a goal for their political
and ideological movements in our contemporary world. This article will discuss the
subject in three sections: the first, on the theory of Islamic governance; the second will
be devoted to the theory and concept of governance in language and terminology, the
third will focus on the political philosophy of the theory of governance with presenting
some ideas in the criticism of the thesis, and finally a conclusion will be established.

Keywords: governance, Islamic thought, political philosophy, Islamic rule, Sovereignty.
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Structured Abstract

The concept of governance is one of the common concepts put forward
by some Islamic thinkers. The idea of governance has raised an
ideological debate, intellectually opposed to thought and advocacy. In
certain periods, this concept has been the focus of advocacy and kinetic
practices and is based on the construction of Islamic political theories
in the systems of government. Some Islamic movements have taken a
pivotal role and a goal for their political and ideological movements in
our contemporary world.

In the view of many writers and researchers that the concept of
governance goes back to the Kharijites, after their rejection of the
result of arbitration that came in favour of Muawiya bin Abi Sufyan,
although they were carrying of Ali bin Abi Talib on this arbitration.
Imam Ali opposed the Kharijites and their leaders in saying: “There
is no rule except Allah”. He fought them to renounce their extremist
ideology and to return them to the fold of the Islamic state.

The arena of the contemporary Islamic thought has witnessed the
emergence of a new intellectual circle of thinking and discussion,
namely the concept of governance. However, this concept, even though
put forward by some Islamic movements in a contemporary form that
was not familiar to the Muslim peoples, yet it has been common in
Islamic thought for a long time, this concept was adhered by some
contemporary Islamic movements in their analysis of the reality of
existing political systems through the laws of these systems, existing
legislation in the community, the attitude towards them, and how to
deal with them. The concept of governance is one of the common
concepts put forward by some Islamic thinkers.

The idea of governance has raised knowledge debate and
intellectual dispute among thinkers and advocators. In certain periods,
this concept has been the axis of advocacy and movement practices and
a basis of the construction of Islamic political theories in the systems
of government. It has been taken over by some Islamic movements as a
centre and a target for their political and ideological movements in our
contemporary world. Many writers and researchers see that the concept
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of governance goes back to the Kharijites, after their rejection of the
result of arbitration that came in favor of Mu’awiyah bin Abi Sufyan,
although they were the ones who urged Ali bin Abi Talib to make this
arbitration, and the saying of Imam Ali bin Abi Talib and his act during
his caliphate is not based on the validity of the theory of divine rule,
but rather contradicts it. Imam Ali opposed the Kharijites and argued
them in their saying: “There is no rule except Allah”. He fought them
to abandon their extremist thought and to bring them back to the fold
of the Islamic state to be and under its brigade.

It is noticeable to the interpretations of the concept of governance
that it is dominated by the literary and preaching, so that the term
carried one of the meanings that are likely (the dimension of nodal and
political) without regard to the other indications, and without looking
at the methodological dimensions that it holds, which kept this concept
locked to specific scientific connotations and narrow intellectual
landmarks.

The Prophet Muhammad and his fellow caliphs, the parish,
established the locality through the implementation of the texts of
the Sharia and worked hard in the policy of the parish, and they are
aware that they are exposed to right and wrong. And thus, determined
its methods, and the system of running the affairs of the regime and
power, according to the fundamentals of Islam as follows:

1. Ruling on God.

2. The infallibility of the Prophet.

3. Ijtihad to the ruler.

4.  Sovereignty for the people or the nation.
.5 To do the public interest.

They are disciplined and specific elements that do not mix with each
other. Neither the Messenger nor the ruler may exceed his authority,
nor exceed his limit, because it is all for the Almighty and the ruler, and
the people must perform their duty and require their rights according to
these legal principles.
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Based on the above, we can say that this theory is a compromise
between the theory of the rule of the nation and the theory of the direct
divine right, rather than a new opinion, because it has already been said
by the European writers and thinkers who said that power comes from
God, indirectly, and called it ‘the theory of indirect divine truth’.
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