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SALAH FADL’A GORE YAPISALCI YONTEM: TEORI ve PRATIKTE

Oz

Dilbilim ¢alismalarimin eksiyle birlikte edebi elestiri alaninda “yapisalcilik yontemi” yeni cigirlar
agmistir. Metnin kendisini merkeze koyan bu yontem, Arap dilcilerin de dikkatini ¢ekmis ve birgok dilci
tarafindan anlasilmaya ve yontem olarak kullanilmaya calisilmistir. Modern dénem Arap Diinyasinda
edebi elestiri alaninda 6ne ¢ikan isimlerden birisi de Salah Fadl’dir. Misirli elestirmen Salah Fadl'in
(1938-2022) elestirel diisiincesinde yapisalc1 yaklasimi, Batili elestirel kiiltiirle olan baglantis: sayesinde
edindigi teorik materyali kullanmis, yontemi ¢6zmiis ve konuyla ilgili eserler kaleme almistir. Arap

Elestiri alanindaki yenilikleri yapisalciliga baglayan Fadl, bati yapisalcligini taklit etmis ve onu
calismalarinda merkezi bir yere koymustur. Biz de bu calismamizin girisinde Salah Fadl'in
biyografisini, konuyla ilgili eserlerini ve kendisini etkileyen bilimsel kaynaklari ele aldiktan sonra
yontem ve yapisalclik kavramlarin gercevesini agiklamaya calistik. Ardindan Fadl'm yapisal
yaklagimimin yontemsel elestiri pratiginde kendini ortaya koyan {i¢ noktada uygulamali bir sekilde
ortaya koyduk; Bu ii¢ nokta, onun kurdugu yapisalchigin teorisi ve metodolojisi, ikinci nokta,
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yapisalciligin ana kitaplarindan aldigr ve anladigi yontem, tiglincii nokta ise, yapisalc yaklasimin
elestirel kavramiyla uyumlu olarak, teorik olusumun temellerinin ve bunlarin edebi eserde nasil
uygulanacagini yansitan, uygulamali, sanatsal ve 6zgiin bir sekilde edebi metinlerde kullanilmasina
iliskin baz1 6rnekler sunduk. Son olarak da ¢alismamaizla ilgili 6ne ¢ikan bulgulara degindik.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Edebiyat, Yapisalcilik, Elestiri, Salah Fadl.

The Structural Approach of Salah Fadl Between Theory and Practice

Abstract

Along with the minus of linguistic studies, the “structuralism method” has opened new eras in the field
of literary criticism. This method, which puts the text itself at the center, has also attracted the attention

of Arab linguists and has been tried to be understood and used as a method by many linguists. One of
the prominent names in the field of literary criticism in the modern Arab World is Salah Fadl. The
structuralist approach in the critical thought of the Egyptian critic Salah Fadl (1938-2022) used the
theoretical material he acquired thanks to his connection with Western critical culture, solved the
method and wrote works on the subject. Fadl, who attributed the innovations in the field of Arab
Criticism to structuralism, imitated Western structuralism and placed it in a central place in his works.
In the introduction of this study, we tried to explain the framework of the concepts of method and
structuralism after discussing Salah Fadl's biography, his works on the subject and the scientific sources
that influenced him. Then, we put forward three points in a practical way that Fadl's structural approach
reveals itself in the practice of methodological criticism; These three points are the theory and
methodology of structuralism that he founded, the second point is the method that he took and
understood from the main books of structuralism, and the third point is the structuralist approach, in
line with the critical concept, reflecting the foundations of theoretical formation and how they will be
applied in literary works, we presented some examples of its use in literary texts in an applied, artistic
and original way. Finally, we touched on the prominent findings of our study.

Keywords: Literature, Structuralism, Criticism, Salah Fadl.

Extended Abstract

This study, entitled (The Structural Approach of Salah Fadl Between Theory and Practice), aims to shed light on
the most important pioneer of structuralism in Arab studies, the EQyptian critic Salah Fadl, who benefited from
his interaction with Western studies regarding the subject of structuralism as a method of research and applied
reading of creative texts. The study aimed to summarize the theoretical crystallization of structuralism in Salah
Fadl’s critical thought, as he imitated Western structural studies and transferred them to Arab studies, and
presented theoretical and applied studies that played a major vole in adopting structuralism in the field of Arab
studies. The study presented a brief picture of the crystallization of the structural approach in the critical thought
of the Eqyptian critic Salah Fadl (1938-2022), and addressed the point of difference in dealing between Western
critical thought and Arab critical thought with regard to the concept of the structural approach. Due to the
precedence and superiority of the West in this field, it was necessary to transfer Western structuralism to the Arab
study in a way that goes beyond the problems related to defining the appropriate term, its theoretical definitions,
and the ramifications of its sections.

The study saw the existence of shortcomings and delays in receiving the structural approach in the Arab field, so
it was necessary to import it from the West. Here, it relies on the critical maturity of the Arab researcher in his
induction of Western structuralism and its transfer to the Arab study. Direct contact with the Western structural
study - as Salah Fadl did - greatly affects facilitating its transfer to the Arab field at the level of theory and
application. It began by inducting the theoretical material that he acquired through his contact with Western
critical culture, and summarized the mechanism of simulating Western structuralism and hybridizing it with the
structural critical achievement in the Arab study. The study consisted of an introduction and two chapters; A
theoretical study that dealt with the biography of Salah Fadl and his literary works, and the sources of his
knowledge before and after his mission to the West. Then we presented a conceptual explanation of the terms
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method and structuralism. The terminological definitions of structuralism agreed that it consists of a group of
elements that make it up as a method and as a critical doctrine, the most important of which are:
comprehensiveness, transformations, and self-control. It is also closed in on itself, revolving within its own circle,
and it is fixed and governed by the law of transformations and self-control. Structuralism requires the whole,
because it is greater than its elements. In the applied field, it is concerned with searching for the hidden side of
things that does not appear from the first viewing, reading, or inspection. In this way, it tries to search for a fixed
point of view. As a doctrine or as a critical method, it starts from concepts broader than literature itself to the
limits of judging it and studying its internal structure that forms it within conditional rules.

The structural method studies the text in isolation from its historical, geographical, and social context and its
isolation from the writer or author himself. In the applied section, and an applied study, we discussed the
crystallization of the method Structuralism theoretically according to Salah in the procedural critical literary
practice, through three points: the theoretical formation of structuralism, the methodology of receiving
structuralism from its original source in the Western critical study, and then in the Arab study, and the third
point presented some models of employing structuralism in the literary text in an applied artistic and creative way
that reflects how to apply the foundations of theoretical formation and the mechanisms of receiving it in the literary
work in harmony with the critical concept of the structural method in the mind of Salah Fadl, as he sees that the
structuralist view of literary works as symbolic semantic systems is based primarily on a set of mutual
relationships between partial structures and on the elements that dominate others in the literary work, taking into
account that structuralism tended clearly and explicitly to replace a new concept of value that differs from the old
concept. Fadl believes that the basis from which the structuralists proceeded is the rejection of external value
judgments and the replacement of another judgment in their place, which is the judgment of reality, which is
represented primarily in the literary text itself and what is represented in it in terms of poetic efficiency and literary
level, all of which represents its value and not its relationship with other external levels. So replacing the judgment
of reality in place of value was one of those foundational starting points for structural concepts.

On the other hand, he says that the basic starting point that the structuralists adopted in their analysis of texts is
represented by considering them systems of relationships subject to the laws of hierarchy and focalization, i.e. the
control of one element over the rest of the elements, as they are considered the location of the text’s semantic focus
and functional effectiveness. In conclusion, we presented the most important results reached by the study, the most
important of which is that Salah Fadl reached a result that clarifies the way in which he dealt with the theoretical,
applied and procedural dimensions of the concept of structuralism as a critical and practical approach. In his
opinion, when lexical, syntactic or imaginative structures arouse the recipient’s astonishment, they do so by
violating the usual system on the one hand and by innovating new patterns in formulation and analysis and their
ability to stimulate the aesthetic reception of the text and the appropriate response to it on the other hand. Salah
Fadl believes that focusing on the type of recipient/reader in the process of employing the structural approach in
the process of literary reading and interpreting the text and approaching its small partial structures that it consists
of is something that structuralism has neglected, and it is sufficient to place the creative process in the circle of
human communication in view of its nature, and to shift the center of gravity from the analysis strategy on the
part of the author - the text - to the side of the text - the reader, and the real logic of this approach.

The study reached an important result that Salah Fadl relied on in the practical application of the structural
approach through a group of mechanisms and techniques, the most important of which are: deconstruction as a
philosophical approach to texts, reading the structures that make up the text from the perspective of the duality of
signifier and signified, and relying on the educated reader rather than the ordinary reader in the process of raising
questions and urging him to search in the hidden structures, while the ordinary reader is interested in the apparent
structures.
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