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Tiirkiye 21. yiizyilin baslarindan itibaren kiiresel aktér olma yolunda 6nemli mesafe kat
eden iilkelerin basinda gelmektedir. Son dénemde ise dzellikle sahip oldugu jeopolitik
konum itibariyle hem bolgesel hem de kiiresel denizlere iliskin politikalari 6ne
¢ikarmaktadir. Etraft denizlerle ¢evrili bir iilke olarak basta Mavi Vatan doktrini olmak
iizere enerji, ¢evre ve iklim konularmna iliskin deniz politikalar1 gelistiren Tiirkiye,
uluslararasi alanda bu politikalara destek saglama ihtiyaci duymaktadir. Dig politikada
uluslararas1 arenada politikalar1 savunma, destek alma ve politikalar1 paylagma
noktasinda ¢esitli araglar kullanma zorunlulugu bulunur. Bunlarin en 6nemlilerinden
birisi de kamu diplomasisi faaliyetleridir. Bu noktada Tiirkiye gelistirmis oldugu
politikalara uluslararasi alanda savunma, tanitma ve destek saglama ¢alismalarinda kamu
diplomasisine ve kamu diplomasisi aktorlerine dnem vermektedir. Tiirkiye, uluslararasi
alanda sahip oldugu tarih, kiiltiir, jeopolitik gibi tiim unsurlar1 kullanarak gelistirdigi
politikalar1 etkin kilacak kamu diplomasisi faaliyetleri yiiriitmektedir. Bu kamu
diplomasisi faaliyetlerinin yiiriitilmesinde hem kamu hem de kamu destekli kuruluslar
ile sivil toplum kuruluslarinin faaliyetleri oldukca 6nemlidir. Son donemde uluslararasi
deniz hukuku ve politikalarina iliskin yapmis oldugu ¢aligmalarla hem ulusal hem de
uluslararas: diizeyde dikkat ceken Ankara Universitesi Deniz Hukuku Ulusal Arastirma
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Merkezi (DEHUKAM) bu kuruluslardan 6ne ¢ikanlardandir. DEHUKAM’1in yapmis
oldugu caligmalar kamu diplomasisi baglaminda Tiirkiye’nin bolgesel ve kiiresel deniz
politikalarina destek olmaktadir. Bu calismada Ankara Universitesi Deniz Hukuku
Ulusal Arastirma Merkezi (DEHUKAM) ve merkezin ¢aligmalari ele alinacak, merkezin
calismalarinin  Tirkiye’nin kamu diplomasisi kapasitesine yapmis oldugu etki
degerlendirilecektir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: *Kamu Diplomasisi *Deniz Hukuku *Deniz Politikalar1 *Ankara
Universitesi Deniz Hukuku Ulusal Arastirma Merkezi

ABSTRACT

Tiirkiye is one of the countries that has made significant progress towards becoming a
global actor since the beginning of the 21st century. Recently, especially due to its
geopolitical position, it has emphasised policies related to both regional and global seas.
As a country surrounded by seas, Tiirkiye, which is developing maritime policies on
energy, environment and climate issues, especially the Blue Homeland projection, needs
to support these policies in the international arena. In foreign policy, there is an
obligation to use various tools in the international arena to defend, support and share
policies. One of the most important tools of this is public diplomacy. At this point,
Tiirkiye attaches importance to public diplomacy and public diplomacy actors in
defending, promoting and supporting its policies in the international arena. Tiirkiye
carries out public diplomacy activities that will make its policies effective by using all
the elements it has in the international arena such as history, culture and geopolitics. The
activities of both public and publicly supported organisations or non-governmental
organisations are very important in carrying out these public diplomacy activities.
Ankara University National Center for the Sea and Maritime Law (DEHUKAM), which
has recently attracted national and international attention with its studies on international
maritime law and policies, is one of the most prominent of these institutions.
DEHUKAM's studies are in support of Tiirkiye's regional and global maritime policies
in the context of public diplomacy. This study discusses Ankara University National
Center for the Sea and Maritime Law (DEHUKAM) and its activities and evaluates the
impact of the Center's activities on Tiirkiye's public diplomacy capacity.

Keywords: *Public Diplomacy *Sea and Maritime Law eMaritime Policies *Ankara
University National Center for the Sea and Maritime Law

GIRIS

Denizler, insanlik tarihi boyunca jeopolitik, ekonomik ve stratejik agidan biiyiik
onem tasimistir. Denizler lizerinde hakimiyet kurma ve bu hakimiyet {izerinden
giic kazanma arayis1, devletlere uluslararasi alanda siyasi ve ekonomik avantaj
saglamistir. Bu nedenle 6zellikle kiiresel gii¢ rekabeti icerisindeki devletler deniz
giicii kapasitelerini her daim genisletmenin ¢abasi icerisindedirler. Iginde

bulundugumuz 21. yiizyilda da diinya denizleri tizerindeki ekonomik, siyasi ve
jeopolitik rekabetler bu nedenledir. Kiiresel alanda deniz giicli ve hakimiyeti
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iizerine girigilen bu rekabet, uluslararasi alanda deniz hukuku ve ¢aligmalarinin
gelismesine de katki sunmaktadir.

Deniz giicii, bir devletin denizlerdeki siyasi, askeri ve ekonomik etkinligi olarak
tanimlanirken, deniz hukuku ise denizlerdeki faaliyetleri diizenleyen ve
uluslararast toplumun denizler iizerindeki haklarin1 belirleyen kurallar
biitiiniidiir. Bu baglamda, deniz giicii ve deniz hukuku meselelerinin son
donemde kiiresel iligkilerde, rekabet ve g¢atigmalarda one ¢iktigin1 sdylemek
miimkiindiir. Deniz giicli, bir devletin denizlerdeki varligim koruma, deniz
ticaretini giivence altina alma, denizlerdeki enerji kaynaklarina erisim saglama
ve stratejik konumunu giiclendirme acisindan kritik bir role sahiptir. Deniz
kuvvetleri, ulusal savunma i¢in hayati bir oneme sahiptir ve deniz ticaretinin
korunmastyla ekonomik refahin siirdiiriilmesine katkida bulunur'. Ayrica, deniz
giicii, kriz durumlarinda uluslararasi yardimin saglanmasi ve barig1 koruma gibi
onemli rolleri de iistlenir. Bu noktada deniz giicliniin siirdiirtilebilir olmas1 ve
kapasitesinin gelistirilmesi agisindan ihtiya¢ duyulan uluslararasi mesruiyet
olduk¢a 6nem kazanmaktadir.

Deniz giiciine ihtiyag duydugu mesruiyeti saglayan deniz hukukudur. Deniz
hukuku, denizlerdeki faaliyetleri diizenleyen ve uluslararasi toplumun denizler
iizerindeki haklarmi belirleyen temel bir hukuk alanidir. Deniz hukuku,
uluslararast denizcilik yollarinin serbest¢e kullanilmasini, deniz ¢evresinin
korunmasini, deniz kaynaklarmin siirdiiriilebilir yonetimini ve deniz kazalarinin
onlenmesini diizenler. Uluslararas1 deniz hukuku rejimi, denizlerdeki baris ve
giivenligin korunmasi i¢in temel bir ¢ergeve sunarak ve ¢atigmalarin ¢éziimii igin
bir mekanizma saglamaktadir’. Son dénemde artan deniz giicii ve yeni deniz
politikalariyla Tiirkiye, deniz hukukuna 6nemli Ol¢lide odaklanmaktadir. Zira
artan deniz gilicli ¢ergevesinde gelisen politikalarin uluslararasi alanda
savunulmasi, mesruiyet kazanmasi agisindan deniz hukuku olduk¢a miithimdir.

Bir deniz iilkesi oldugu diisiiniildiigiinde Tiirkiye icin denizler siyasi, ekonomik
ve giivenlik baglamlarinda oldukea stratejik bir alandir. Bu stratejik baglamlar
iizerine ortaya ¢ikan deniz politikalarinin mesruiyeti ve deniz giicii rekabetinde
ise Ozellikle uluslararasi deniz hukuku alani olduk¢a 6nem kazanmaktir. Bu
noktada hem iilkemizde hem de uluslararasi alanda deniz hukuku alaninda

Eda Tutak ve Gokhan Koger. ‘21. Yiizy1l Deniz Giiciiniin Askeri ve Ticari Perspektiften
Analizi I¢in Yeni Bir Yaklagim Onerisi: Tiirkiye Ornegi’ (2023) 23 (1) Akdeniz IIBF Dergisi
LS.

Selami Kuran, Uluslararasi Deniz Hukuku (Beta Basim Yayim 2022).
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calismalar yapmak, Tiirk deniz hukukuna ve politikalarina iligkin Onerilerde
bulunmak iizere kurulan Ankara Universitesi Deniz Hukuku Ulusal Arastirma
Merkezi (DEHUKAM), yapmis oldugu calismalar ile Tiirkiye’nin deniz
politikalarin1 6zellikle uluslararasi alanda destekleyici bir role sahiptir’.

DEHUKAM’m uluslararast deniz hukuku alaninda ortaya koymus oldugu
caligmalar Tirkiye’nin politikalarini desteklemekle birlikte Tiirkiye’nin kamu
diplomasisine de 6nemli katkilar saglamaktadir. Deniz hukukunun uluslararasi
is birliginin 6nemli bir arglimani, anlasmazliklarin ¢6ziimii ve politikalarin
mesruiyet kazanmasi i¢in bir arag¢ oldugu g6z oOniinde bulunduruldugunda;
denizlerdeki baris ve istikrarin korunmasi, deniz kaynaklarimin siirdiiriilebilir
yoOnetimi ve deniz c¢evresinin korunmast gibi konularda DEHUKAM'in
faaliyetleri, deniz hukuku iizerinden uluslararasi ig birliginin giiclendirilmesi
noktasinda Tiirkiye’nin kamu diplomasisine 6nemli katkilar sunmaktadir®. Basta
Mavi Vatan doktrini’® olmak iizere son dénemde Tiirkiye’nin deniz
politikalarinin  uluslararas1 alanda tanmitilmasi, savunulmast noktasinda
DEHUKAM’m ¢aligmalar1 kamu diplomasisi faaliyeti olarak goriilebilir. Bu
noktada bu ¢alisma DEHUKAM’1n 6zellikle uluslararasi alanda deniz hukuku
ve politikalarina iliskin yapmis oldugu ¢aligmalarin Tiirkiye’nin kamu
diplomasisine yapmis oldugu katkilar bu calismanin odak noktasimi tegkil
etmektedir.

Bu c¢alisma Ankara Universitesi Deniz Hukuku Ulusal Arastirma Merkezi'nin
(DEHUKAM) kamu diplomasisi baglamindaki faaliyetleri ve bu faaliyetlerin
Tiirkiye’nin  kamu diplomasi kapasitesine etkilerini ortaya koymayi
amaglamaktadir. Caligma, nitel arastirma yontemi gergevesinde, birincil ve
ikincil kaynaklarinin incelenmesini igermektedir. Birincil veri kaynaklar1 olarak

Zeliha Kogak Tufan, ‘Amerika ve Tirkiye Gozlemleri Uzerinden Arastirmaci, Fon Saglayici
ve Biirokrasi Uggeninde Bilim Diplomasisinin Araglar’ (2024) 3 (2) Toplum, Egitim ve
Kiiltiir Arastirmalart Dergisi 70, 75.

4 Ankara Universitesi Deniz Hukuku Ulusal Arastirma Merkezi, ‘Faaliyet Raporu’ (2021)
<https://www.dehukam.org/> s.e.t. 5 Agustos 2024.

Mavi Vatan, Tiirkiye'nin deniz yetki alanlarini ve denizcilik ¢ikarlarini koruma ve genisletme
politikasini ifade eden bir doktrindir. Bu konsept, Tiirkiye'nin denizlerdeki egemenlik haklarini
koruma ve enerji kaynaklarini ve deniz ticaret yollarini giivence altina alma cabalarini
kapsamaktadir. Dogu Akdeniz'deki enerji kaynaklarinin kesfi ve bu kaynaklarin paylagimi
konusundaki anlagsmazliklar, Mavi Vatan politikasinin énemini daha da artirmistir. Tiirkiye,
bu politika ¢ercevesinde deniz kuvvetlerini giiclendirmis ve bolgedeki haklarin1 koruma
amactyla askeri ve diplomatik adimlar atmistir. Genis bilgi i¢in bakimiz: Cihat Yayci, Mavi
Vatan “Bir Harita ve Bir Doktrin Kitabt” Tiirkiye 'nin Denizlerdeki Misak-1 Milli ’si (Istanbul
Universitesi Yaymevi 2022).
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DEHUKAM tarafindan hazirlanan faaliyet raporlari, yayimlanan c¢aligmalar
irdelenirken, ikincil kaynaklar olarak konuya iligkin literatiir, akademik yaynlar
kullanilmigtir. Ozellikle DEHUKAM ’a ait verilere iliskin icerik analizi yapilmis
ve DEHUKAM’1n ulusal ve uluslararas1 diizeyde gerceklestirdigi faaliyetlerin
Tiirkiye’nin kamu diplomasisi kapasitesine olan etkisi degerlendirilmistir.
Calisma, DEHUKAM’in kamu diplomasisi baglamindaki rollinii ortaya
koyarken, kavramsal bir ¢ercevede karsilastirmali analizler ile biitiinciil bir bakisg
acist sunmay1 amaglamaktadir.

I. KAMU DiPLOMASISi KAVRAMI VE TURK KAMU DiPLOMASISI

Diplomasi, devletler arasi iligkileri ¢atisma veya zorlama yerine diyalog,
miizakere ve uzlagsma yoluyla yonetme pratigi olarak tanimlanabilir. Bu
baglamda diplomasi, devletlerin diger iilkelerle bariscil ve yapict iligkiler
stirdiiriitken kendi ulusal ¢ikarlarim gozetmelerini saglayan Oonemli bir dig
politika aracidir®. Diplomatik kanallar, devletler arasinda bilgi, fikir ve endise
aligverigine olanak taniyarak yanlis anlamalarin ve ¢atigmalarin onlenmesine
yardimci olur. Diplomasi 6zlinde miizakereyi igerir. Devletler anlagmazliklar
cozmek, ittifaklar kurmak veya ticaret, giivenlik veya cevresel kaygilar gibi
karsilikli ¢ikarlari ilgilendiren konularda anlagsmaya varmak icin miizakere
ederler. Basarili diplomasi genellikle taraflarin karsilikli olarak kabul edilebilir
cozlimler buldugu uzlagmay1 gerektirir. Bunlarin yaninda diplomasi, iilkelerin
zorlama yerine cazibe ve ikna yoluyla baskalarmi etkilemeye ¢alistigi yumusak
gii¢ uygulamasinda da rol oynar’.

Diplomasi kavramma bakildiginda yasanilan diinyanin kagmilmaz gercegi
olarak toplumlarin, devletlerin degisimine ve gelisimine paralel bir sekilde
degisime ve donisiime ugradigr gorilmektedir. 20. yiizyillm sonlarinda
diinyadaki onemli kirilmalardan birisi gergeklesmis ve Sovyetler Birligi’nin
yikilmasini takip eden siiregte soguk savas sona ermistir. Soguk Savas'mn sona
ermesi, uluslararasi sistemde yeni bir degisim ve doniisiim dalgasi baglatmistir.
Bu doniisiimden en fazla etkilenen ise {ilkelerin politika yapma ve gelistirme
siiregleri olmustur. Ulkelerin en énemli politika {iretim argiimanlarindan birisi
olan diplomasi, bu degisim siirecine dahil olmus, 6zellikle iletisim ve ulasim

¢ Geoff Berridge, Diplomacy: Theory and Practice (Palgrave Macmillan 2010) 1.

7 Joseph Nye, ‘Public Diplomacy and Soft Power’ (2008) 616 Annals of The American
Academy of Political and Social Science 94, 96.
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araglarinin yayginlagmasi, teknolojinin gelismesi ile iilkeler i¢in 6nemli bir
argiiman olan kamu diplomasisi kavranu giderek dnem kazanmistir®,

Kamu diplomasisi kavrami, yeni bir kavram degildir. 20. yiizyilin ortalarindan
itibaren kullanilan kavram, daha 6nce vurgulandigi gibi uluslararasi alandaki
degisimin de bir sonucudur. Klasik diplomasi, devlet adamlarinin, elgilerin,
diplomatlarin kendi devletleri adina yiirtittiigii faaliyetleri iceren bir dis politika
aract iken, kamu diplomasisi bir¢ok farkli paydas1i da icererek ortaya
cikmaktadir. Sivil toplum kuruluslar, 6zel kuruluslar, iiniversiteler, kiiltiir
enstriimanlar1 gibi unsurlar diplomasinin bir pargasi olarak goriiliir ve bunlar
diger iilkeleri kamuoyunu, sivil toplumlarini etkilemek adina kullanilir®,

Kamu diplomasisi, devletlerin ¢ikar, firsat, tehdit degerlendirmelerine dayanarak
olusturduklari, bagka iilkelerin kamuoyunu, sivil toplumlarin1 veya ozel
sektorlerini etkilemek amaciyla ortaya konulur. Kamu diplomasisi geleneksel
diplomasinin aksine, daha ¢ok baska iilkelerin hiikiimetlerine degil de hiikiimet
dis1 aktorlerine ve kamuoyuna yonelik olarak yiiriitiiliir. Kamu diplomasisi, bir
hiikiimetin ulusal ¢ikarlarini, degerlerini ve hedeflerini desteklemek amaciyla
yabanci halklarla iliski kurmak i¢in gosterdigi koordineli ¢abalar olarak
tanimlanabilir. Kiiresel 6l¢ekte algilari ve goriisleri etkilemek i¢in ¢esitli kanallar
ve araclar kullanarak iletisim, kiiltiir ve siyasetin kesistigi noktada faaliyet
gosterir. Kamu diplomasisi 0ziinde iliskileri gelistirmeyi, yumusak giicii
artirmay1 ve diyalog, katilim ve kiiltiirel degisim yoluyla ulusal c¢ikarlan
ilerletmeyi amaglar. Iyi niyet ve anlayis1 tesvik etmeyi amaglayan stratejik
iletisim kampanyalarindan insanlar aras1 degisimlere kadar hem proaktif hem de
reaktif 6nlemleri icerir'”.

Kamu diplomasisi uygulamalarinin etkili ve giiclii sekilde ortaya ¢ikmasi igin
cesitli hususlart tagimasi gerekir. Bunlarin 6nemlilerinden birisi  giiglii
iletisimdir. Etkili kamu diplomasisi konusmak kadar dinlemeyi de igerir. Ulkeler
ve halklar arasinda diyalog, degisim ve karsilikli anlayisa vurgu yapar. Kiiresel
iletisimin dinamik yapisi, kamu diplomasisi uygulayicilarinin degisen
baglamlara uyum saglamasini ve gesitli platform ve kanallar1 etkin bir sekilde

8 Peter Krause ve Stephen Van Evera, ‘Public Diplomacy: Ideas for the War of Ideas’ (2009) 16
(3) Middle East Policy, 109.

Ibrahim Kalimn, ‘Soft Power and Public Diplomacy in Tiirkiye’ (2011) 16 (3) Perceptions:
Journal of International Affairs 5, 8.

Erhan Dogan, ‘Kamu Diplomasisinin Sundugu Firsatlar ve Kisitlar1 Uzerine’, Abdullah Ozkan
ve Tugge Ersoy Oztiirk (eds), Kamu Diplomasisi (Tasam Yayinlar1 2012) 13.
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kullanmasini gerektirir. Yine kamu diplomasisi ¢abalarinin hedef kitlelerde
yanki bulmasi igin samimi ve inandiric1 olmasi gerekir. Ozgiin politikalar giiven
insa eder ve uzun vadeli iligkileri tesvik eder. Bir diger 6nemli husus kamu
diplomasisinde kiiltiirel farkliliklarin taninmasi ve bunlara saygi gosterilmesi
esastir. Kamu diplomasisinin bir alt kiimesi olan kiiltiirel diplomasi, sanat, dil ve
miras yoluyla kiiltiirel anlayis ve is birligini tesvik etmeye odaklanir''.

Giliniimiizde kamu diplomasisi teknolojik ilerlemeler, jeopolitik degisimler ve
toplumsal degisimlerle sekillenerek siirekli evrim gegirerek kendini
giincellemektedir. Bu baglamda giderek daha fazla birbirine baglanan ve
etkilesimi artan bir diinyada, kamu diplomasisinin rolii devlet dig1 aktorleri ve
ulus Otesi aglart da icerecek sekilde genislemeye devam etmektedir. Buna ek
olarak dijital platformlarin ve sosyal medyanin yiikselisi iletigimi
demokratiklestirerek hiikiimetlerin, vatandaslarin ve kuruluglarin kiiresel
kitlelerle dogrudan etkilesime ge¢mesine olanak saglamaktadir ve bu durum
kamu diplomasisi i¢in yeni firsatlar sunarken, bilgi kontrolii, 6zgiinliik ve
dezenformasyonun yayilmasi agisindan da zorluklar ortaya ¢ikarmaktadir.

Bilginin hizla aktig1 ve sinirlarin gézenekli hale geldigi birbirine bagli ve bagimh
bir diinyada kamu diplomasisi, iilkelerin séylemlerini sekillendirmeleri, algilar
etkilemeleri ve uzun vadeli iliskiler gelistirmeleri i¢in 6nemli bir ara¢ olarak
ortaya c¢ikmaktadir. 21. yilizyilda uluslarin karmagsik ve birbirine bagh bir
diinyada kopriiller kurmasmi, is birligini tesvik etmesini ve ¢ikarlarim
desteklemesini saglayan hayati bir devlet araci olmaya devam etmektedir.
Devletler, yenilik¢i stratejiler benimseyerek ve degisen zorluklara uyum
saglayarak, algilar1 sekillendirmek, hedeflerini ilerletmek, kiiresel bariga katkida
bulunmak i¢in kamu diplomasisinin giiciiniin farkina vararak faaliyetlerini
sekillendirmektedirler'”. Bugiin iilkelerin kamu diplomasisi caligmalar
uluslararasi alanda yapilan cesitli faaliyetler ile gerceklestirilmektedir. Bilimsel
ve kiiltiirel degisim programlari, burslar, akademik konferans ve kongreler, ticari
is birlikleri, sivil toplum kuruluglarinin ortak ¢aligmalari, kiiltiire] merkezler ve
bu merkezlerin faaliyetleri kamu diplomasisi ¢alismalar1 olarak goze
carpmaktadir.

21. yiizy1l geride biraktigimiz 20. yiizyildan farkli olarak kiiresellesmenin
neredeyse tamamlandigi, iilkeler ve toplumlar arasindaki iletisim ve etkilesim

T Nye, 101.
12 Kalmn, 11.
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stireclerinin teknolojik ilerlemelerin de etkisiyle oldukg¢a hizlandig1 bir donem
olarak karsimiza c¢ikmaktadir. Tim bunlar ekseninde kamu diplomasisi de
iilkeler acisindan oldukga kritik bir politika yapim araci olarak yiikselisini
stirdiirmektedir. Devletler uluslararasi alanda politikalarin1 mesrulastirmak igin
kamu diplomasisini en 6nemli argiimanlarindan birisi olarak gormektedirler.
Olusturduklan politikalarin desteklenmesi ve uygulanmasi noktasinda kamu
diplomasisi iizerine yogunlagsmaktadirlar. Bu baglamda, Tiirkiye'nin de 21.
yiizyiln ilk yillarindan itibaren kamu diplomasisine biiyiik 6nem verdigi
vurgulanmalidir.

Tiirkiye 6zellikle son 20 yildir kamu diplomasisi lizerine oldukg¢a yatirim yapmis
ve kamu diplomasisini dig politika Onemli arglimanlarindan birisi olarak
gormektedir. Devletlerin farkli kiiltiirel, cografi, dilsel, ekonomik ve siyasal
dinamikleri, kendilerine 6zgii kamu diplomasisi yaklagimlarinin gelismesine yol
acmaktadir. Bu noktada Tiirkiye de sahip oldugu cografi, kiiltiirel ve tarihi
ozelliklerini kamu diplomasisi olusturmada kullanmaktadir. Bu 6zelliklerin
kamu diplomasisi olusturmada etkili olacag fikrinin, 6zellikle kamu diplomasisi
kavraminin siklikla kullanildigi 2000°1i yillardan itibaren devlet biirokrasisi ve
sivil toplum kuruluslari tarafindan sahiplenildigi goriilmektedir'’®. Bu durumu
kanitlar nitelikte, 2010 yilinda donemin yonetim sisteminde Bagbakanlik
biinyesinde “Kamu Diplomasisi Koordinatorligi” kurulmustur.

Kamu Diplomasisi Koordinatorliigi'niin kurulmas1 bu koordinatorlitk
araciligiyla kamu diplomasisi alaninda daha merkezi, profesyonel ve daha etkin
faaliyet yiiritmeye yonelik niyeti gostermektedir. Kamu diplomasisi
faaliyetlerinin merkezi bir yapidan yonlendirilmesini amaglayan bu girisim, daha
once parcali olarak gercgeklestirilen uygulamalarin es giidiimlii bir sekilde
siirdiiriilmesini  hedeflemistir'®. Kamu  Diplomasisi  Koordinatorliigii,
Tiirkiye’nin uluslararas1 alanda kamu diplomasisine verdigi dnemin sonucu
olarak faaliyet gostermistir. Tiirkiye’nin kamu diplomasisi kapasitesini
artirmaya yonelik faaliyet gosteren Kamu Diplomasisi Koordinatorligii niin
faaliyet alani, 2018 Temmuz ayinda Tiirkiye’nin Cumhurbagkanligi Hiikiimet
Sistemi’ne gecisi sonrasinda kurulan Iletisim Baskanhigina devredilmistir.
Iletisim Baskanlig1 biinyesinde cesitli birimler vasitastyla Tiirkiye nin kamu

Oguz Goksu, ‘21. Yiizyilda Tiirkiye’nin Kamu Diplomasisi ve Yumusak Giicii: Yapisi,
Araglar1 ve Mesajlari’ (2023) 10 (2) Erciyes Iletisim Dergisi 845, 847.

Gonca Yildirim, ‘Tiirkiye Kamu Diplomasisi Koordinatérliigii'niin Faaliyetlerinin Kiiltiirel
Diplomasi Baglamimnda Incelenmesi’ (2015) 5 (1) Karadeniz Teknik Universitesi Tletisim
Aragtirmalar1 Dergisi 2, 6.
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diplomasisi kapasitesini artirma, uluslararas1 alanda Tiirkiye nin politikalarini
uluslararast kamuoyuna anlatma ve tanitma ¢abalari devam etmektedir.

Kendisine misyon olarak; “Ulusal ve uluslararas1 kamuoylari, karar alic1 aktdrler
ve medya ile derinlikli ve ¢ok yonlii iliskiler gelistirmek; iletisimin tiim arag ve
yontemleri ile Tiirkiye’nin her alanda nitelikli temsilini saglamak ve bu
dogrultuda Tiirkiye markasini giiglendirmek™'> misyonunu 6ngoren kurum,
Tiirkiye’nin kamu diplomasisi kapasitesini artirmaya yonelik caligmalarini
siirdiirmektedir. Iletisim Baskanlig tarafindan yapilan ¢aligmalarla Tiirkiye’nin
kamu diplomasisi kapasitesini artirma ve kamu diplomasisini etkin yiiriitme
adma Dbiitiin iletisim yontemleri kullanilmakta ve Tirkiye’nin kiiresel
politikalari, mesajlar1 diinya sathinda farkli bolge ve cografyalarda
anlatilmaktadir'®.

Kiiresellesme siireci uluslararasi iligkilerin degisimi ve doniisiimii agisindan
oldukca dnemli etki birakmistir. Ulkeler kiiresellesme ile uluslararasi toplumu
etkileme ve yonlendirme noktasinda geleneksel diplomasinin yani sira kamu
diplomasisini politika yapim siireclerinde kullanmaktadirlar. Bu noktada kamu
diplomasisinin 6dnemini kavrami noktasinda farkindalik sahibi olan Tiirkiye,
uluslararasi alanda kendi tanitimini, maruz kaldig1 suglamalar ya da karsilastigi
sorunlar1 ¢c6zme noktasinda kamu diplomasisine dnem vermektedir. Tiirkiye'nin
uluslararas1 arenada mevcudiyetini ve pozisyonunu anlatmada basariya
ulasabilmek adina kamu diplomasisine verilen bu 6nem gerek devlet gerekse
devlet dis1 ya da destekli kurumlarmm katkilanyla gerceklesmektedir. Bu
kurumlarin katkilariyla Tirkiye kamu diplomasisi araglarimi kullanarak;
uluslararasi toplumu dogru bilgilendirmek, sahip oldugu ekonomik ve kiiltiirel
potansiyeli ortaya koymak, Tiirkiye’nin uluslararasi meselelere bakis ve
yaklagimini uluslararas1 toplum ile paylagmak gibi amaclar1 gerceklestirmeye
calismaktadir'’.

Kamu diplomasisi farkli kurumlar araciligiyla gerceklestirilen bir siireg¢ olarak
karsimiza cikmaktadir. Sadece devlet destekli kurum ve kuruluslar degil,
bunlarm yaninda devlet desteli ya da tamamen sivil kuruluslarda kamu
diplomasisi siireglerine katki saglamaktadir. Bu noktada kamu kurum ve
kuruluslar1 hem de kamu destekli yahut sivil kuruluglar Tiirkiye'nin uluslararasi

Cumbhurbaskanlig: Tletisim Bagkanlig1, ‘Kurumsal-Vizyon’
<https://www.iletisim.gov.tr/turkce/vizyon-misyon#> s.e.t. 10 Agustos 2024.

16 Goksu, 857.
17" Goksu, 851.
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toplumdaki saygmligini artiracak sekilde yurt disinda Tiirkiye hakkinda
calismalar yapmalar1 ve kamu diplomasisi kapasitesine katki saglamalarn
noktasinda desteklenmektedir. Bu kuruluslara bakildiginda farkli alan ve
konularda g¢aligmalarmi gergeklestirdikleri goriilmektedir. Tiirk Isbirligi ve
Koordinasyon Ajans1 Bagkanlig1 (TIKA), Tiirkiye Diyanet Vakfi, Maarif Vakfi,
Yunus Emre Enstitiisti, Yurtdis1 Tiirkler ve Akraba Topluluklar Baskanligi,
Ankara Universitesi Deniz Hukuku Ulusal Arastirma Merkezi (DEHUKAM)
gibi kamu ve kamu destekli kuruluslarin Tiirkiye’nin kamu diplomasisi
kapasitesine katki saglamay1 amacladiklar goriilmektedir. Faaliyet gosterdikleri
iilkelerde ve uluslararasi alanda Tiirkiye’nin sahip oldugu kiiresel vizyonu
yansitmaya calisan bu kuruluslar, Tiirkiye’nin kiiresel perspektifine kamu
diplomasisi baglaminda destek olmaktadir.

Tiirkiye, sahip oldugu koklii tarih, tizerinde bulundugu kadim cografya ile kitalar
ve medeniyetler arasinda bir koprii olarak kiiresel imajini sekillendirmek,
cikarlarint desteklemek ve uluslararasi is birligini tesvik etmek icin kamu
diplomasisine giderek daha fazla énem vermektedir. Ozellikle son 20 yilda
kiiresel alanda daha aktif rol almaya c¢alisan, uluslararasi alanda kamu
diplomasisi ve yumusak gii¢c kapasitesini artiran Tiirkiye; jeopolitik dnemini,
tarihsel ge¢misini ve kiiltiirel mirasini bu alanda 6ne ¢ikarmaktadir. Yunus Emre
Enstitiisii, TIKA, Yurtdis1 Tiirkler ve Akraba Topluluklar Baskanlhigi gibi
kurumlarla kiiltiir alaninda kamu diplomasisi ¢aligmalari ortaya ¢ikarken; Maarif
Vakfi gibi kuruluglarin egitim ve akademik caligmalar1 kamu diplomasisi
kapasitesine katki sunmaktadir. Yine sivil toplum alanindaki is adamlar
dernekleri, insani yardim kuruluglarinin da Tirkiye’'nin kamu diplomasisi
kapasitesine katki sunduklar1 goriilmektedir. Bu noktada 6zellikle son donemde
Tiirkiye’nin sahip oldugu jeopolitik 6neminden kaynakli olarak bazi kurum ve
kuruluslarin yapmis olduklari ¢aligmalar da 6ne ¢ikmaktadir.

Tiirkiye’nin O6zellikle deniz alanlarinda sahip oldugu hak ve politikalarn
destekleyen c¢alismalar yapan DEHUKAM ilk gbze carpan kuruluslardan birisi
olarak karsimiza c¢ikmaktadir. 6550 sayili Arastirma  Altyapilarinin
Desteklenmesine Dair Kanun'® kapsaminda bir arastirma altyapis1 olan
DEHUKAM, yapmis oldugu akademik egitim ve konferans faaliyetleriyle,
saglamis oldugu is birlikleri ve katilim sagladig1 organizasyonlarla Tiirkiye’nin
kamu diplomasisi ¢aligmalarmi1  destekleyen bir konuma gelmistir.
DEHUKAM’in yapmis oldugu calismalarin 6zellikle Tiirkiye’nin deniz

1810/7/2014 tarihli ve 29056 sayili Resmi Gazete.
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alanlarindaki bolgesel hak ve menfaatlerine yonelik, basta Mavi Vatan politikas1
olmak {izere, destekleyici nitelikte c¢aligmalar oldugunu ve kiiresel alanda
Tiirkiye’nin politikalarmin anlatilmasinda stratejik bir kurum olarak faaliyet
gosterdigini vurgulamak gerekir'®.

Kamu diplomasisi, Tiirkiye'nin ¢ikarlarmi destekleme, uluslararasi konumunu
giiclendirme ve kiiresel is birligine katkida bulunma ¢abalarinda 6nemli bir rol
oynamaktadir. Tirkiye, kiiltiirel mirasini, ekonomik giiciinii ve potansiyelini,
bolgesel ve kiiresel haklarimi ¢ok yonlii bir kamu diplomasisi giindemi ile kiiresel
alanda ortaya koyma cabasinda oldugunu sdylemek gerekir. Bu noktada diinya
karmagik ve dinamik bir kiiresel iligkilere ortaminda yol alirken, Tiirkiye'nin
etkili kamu diplomasisine olan bagliligi, gelecekteki roliinii ve diinya
sahnesindeki etkisini sekillendirmek icin elzem olmaya devam etmektedir.
Yukaridaki kurum ve kuruluglar da Tiirkiye’nin kamu diplomasisine katkilarini
arattirarak devam ettireceklerdir. Bu kurumlar arasinda DEHUKAM’1n ise
olduk¢a onemli ve stratejik bir yeri bulunmaktadir. Tiim diinyanin denizlere
iligkin rekabete girdigi bir donemde DEHUKAM’in deniz hukuku ve deniz
politikalarina iligskin, ozellikle uluslararasi caligmalari, Tiirkiye’nin kamu
diplomasisi faaliyetleri agisindan deger tasimaktadir. Bu noktada DEHUKAM’1
ve DEHUKAM 1n faaliyetlerini kamu diplomasisi agisindan degerlendirmek ve
kurumun Onemini ortaya koymak bu alandaki ¢alismalara katki saglayacak
nitelikte olacaktir.

II. ANKARA UNIVERSITESI DENiZ HUKUKU ULUSAL
ARASTIRMA MERKEZI: MiSYON VE FAALIYETLER

1. DEHUKAM’1n Misyon ve Isleyisi

Tiirkiye, ¢cevresi denizlerle gevrili ve jeopolitik konumu itibariyle bdlgesel olarak
onemli bir iilke konumundadir. Tiirkiye’nin denizlerle g¢evrili olmasi, sahip
oldugu jeopolitik konumu daha da gii¢lendirmektedir. Bu baglamda Tiirkiye, bir
deniz lilkesi olarak deniz giicline ve deniz politikalarina, 6zellikle uluslararasi
alanda, biiyiilk Onem vermektedir. Tiirkiye'nin deniz politikalari, ulusal
c¢ikarlarint koruma, deniz kaynaklarini etkin bir sekilde yonetme ve denizlerde
giivenligi saglama amaglar1 dogrultusunda sekillenmektedir. Bu politikalarin
uluslararasi is birligi ve uluslararas1 hukuk cergevesinde yiiriitiilmesi ise ayrica

19 Ankara Universitesi Deniz Hukuku Ulusal Arastirma Merkezi (DEHUKAM), ‘2023 Yili
Faaliyet Raporu” (2024) <https://www.dehukam.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/2023-Y ili-
Faaliyet-Raporu.pdf>s.e.t. 5 Agustos 2024.
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onem kazanmaktadir. Son donemlerde enerji kaynaklari, go¢ giivenligi ve deniz
savunmast gibi konular {izerine &nemli politikalar gelistiren Tiirkiye, bu
politikalarin uluslararasi alanda kabul gdrmesi ve mesruiyet kazanmasi amactyla
uluslararast deniz hukukuna ayrica Onem atfetmektedir. Bu baglamda
Tiirkiye’nin denizlere iliskin artan ehemmiyetine binaen deniz hukuku ve
siyaseti alanlarinda yapilan ¢alismalarin dnemi artmaktadir®.

2014 yilinda Bakanlar Kurulu Karar ile kabul edilen “Tiirkiye Ulusal Deniz
Arastirma Stratejisi Belgesi (TUDAS)” de bu 6nemi vurgulamasi agisindan
biiyiik éneme sahiptir’'. TUDAS belgesi ile “deniz hukuku” alaninda ihtiyag
duyulan insan kaynagi kapasitesinin giiclendirilmesi ve insan kaynagimin
yetistirilmesi konusunda onemli bir adim atildig1 goriilmektedir. Bu karara
paralel olarak ise, ihtiya¢ duyulan insan kaynaginin yetistirilmesi, Tilirkiye nin
deniz hukuku ve siyasetine katki saglamasi amaciyla 2015 yilinda Ankara
Universitesi biinyesinde DEHUKAM kurulmustur. 2020 yilinda deniz hukuku
alaninda Ankara Universitesi Deniz Hukuku Ulusal Arastirma Merkezi adiyla
ulusal merkez statiisi kazanan DEHUKAM; deniz hukuku ve siyaseti
alanlarinda bilimsel arastirmalar yapmak, bu alanlarda uzman personel
yetistirilmesini saglamak, ilgili kurum ve kuruluslara danigmanlikta bulunmak,
ulusal ve uluslararasi diizeyde sempozyumlar diizenlemek, yine ilgili ulusal ve
uluslararast kamu kurum ve kuruluslart ile gergek ve tiizel kisilerle is birligine
gitmek suretiyle Tirk deniz hukukunun ve siyasetinin gelismesine katkida
bulunmay1 amag edinmistir®.

DEHUKAM, Tiirkiye’de énemli bir boslugu doldurmasi agisindan kritik bir
merkez olarak kargimiza ¢ikmaktadir. Tiirkiye nin 6zellikle uluslararasi alanda
deniz hukuku ve siyasetine katki saglama amacina hizmet eden merkez,
Tiirkiye’nin kiiresel vizyonunu yansitan onemli bir misyon tasimaktadir.
Ustlendigi bu misyon ile, uluslararas: alanda deniz hukuku ile ilgili calismalara
katilan merkezin, bu alanda etkin kisi ve kuruluslar nezdinde Tiirkiye lehine lobi
faaliyetleri yiiriitiilmesi gibi stratejik hedeflere sahip oldugu goriilmektedir. Bu
misyonlarin  6zellikle Tiirkiye’nin kamu diplomasisi kapasitesine katki
saglamasi agisindan olduk¢a dnemli oldugunu belirtmek gerekir. DEHUKAM,
ylriittiigli ulusal ve uluslararas1 akademik faaliyetlerle stratejik misyonlarini
desteklemekte, bir yandan Tiirkiye’nin deniz hukuku alanindaki politikalarmin

20 DEHUKAM, ‘DEHUKAM Hakkinda’ <https://www.dehukam.org/kurulus-dayanagi/> s.e.t.
15 Agustos 2024.

21 2/10/2014 tarihli ve 29137 sayili Resmi Gazete.
22 DEHUKAM, ‘DEHUKAM Hakkinda’ <https://www.dehukam.org/> s.e.t. 5 Agustos 2024.
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tanitimin1 yapmay1 hedeflerken diger yandan bu politikalarin uluslararasi alanda
mesruiyet kazanmasina da katki saglamayi kendisine gorev edinmektedir®.

Yiriittiigi faaliyetlere bakildiginda, DEHUKAM 1n ulusal ve uluslararasi birgok
faaliyeti gerceklestirdigi goriilmektedir. Deniz hukuku ve deniz politikalar
ekseninde ortaya ¢ikan bu ¢alismalarda, akademik toplantilar, yayinlar, projeler,
ulusal ve uluslararas1 is birlikleri one c¢ikmaktadir. Ornegin DEHUKAM
tarafindan 2021-2023 yillar1 arasinda deniz hukuku ve politikalarma iliskin 91
adet nitelikli akademik yaym yapildig1 goriilmektedir. Kitaplar, makaleler ve
lisansiistii tezlerden olusan bu akademik ¢aligmalar ile Tirkiye ve uluslararasi
alanda deniz hukuku ve deniz politikalarina iliskin literatiire katki saglama amaci
giidiildiigii soylenebilir. Bu akademik katkilarin yani sira kamu biirokrasisinde
ilgili kurumlara, tiniversitelere deniz hukuku ve politikalar1 konusunda goriis ve
bilgi verilmesi de DEHUKAM 1 6nemli faaliyetlerinden biridir. Bu faaliyetleri
gorev ve sorumluluklarinin bir pargasi olarak géren DEHUKAM; “denizle ilgili
her alanda Devletimizin hak, temel ¢ikar ve menfaatleriyle ilgili olarak ytiriitiilen
gorev kapsaminda mevcut veya muhtemel deniz hukuku meselelerine yonelik
ilgili kurum ve kuruluslara danigmanlikta bulunmak, isbu kurumlarin idari ve
siyasi yapilanmalarinda goriis sunmak” gibi misyonlari da iistlenmistir®.

2. DEHUKAM’1n Faaliyetleri

Son yillarda Tiirkiye, deniz hukuku ve politikalar alanlarina giderek artan bir
onem atfetmektedir. Bu baglamda DEHUKAM gibi kurumlarin yapmis oldugu
caligmalar Tiirkiye’nin politikalarini destekler niteliktedir. Ozellikle uluslararasi
alanda Tiirkiye’nin politikalarinin tanitilmasinda sivil toplum ve kamu destekli
kuruluglar o6nemli katkilar sunmaktadir. Bu kuruluglardan biri olan
DEHUKAM’n ulusal faaliyetlerin yaninda uluslararas1 alanda da yiiriittigii
calismalarla deniz hukuku ve politikalar1 alaninda Tiirkiye’ye onemli katkilar
sunmayr  amagladigi  goriilmektedir. ~ Kamu  diplomasisi  olarak
degerlendirilebilecek bu ¢aligmalar Tiirkiye nin kamu diplomasisi kapasitesine
olumlu etki etmektedir. Bu baglamda DEHUKAM’in deniz hukuku alaninda
uluslararasi arenada gorevli kisi ve kuruluslar nezdinde Tiirk deniz hukuku ve
politikalarina yonelik tanitim faaliyetleri yiiriitme ¢abalar1 6ne ¢ikmaktadir. Bu
faaliyetlerin, diinya capinda is birlikleri kurmak, egitimler diizenlemek,

23 DEHUKAM, '2021 Yili Faaliyet Raporu’ (2022) <https://www.dehukam.org/wp-
content/uploads/2023/10/2021-Yili-Faaliyet-Raporu.pdf> s.e.t. 5 Agustos 2024.

24 DEHUKAM, ‘2023 Yili Faaliyet Raporu” (2024) <https://www.dehukam.org/wp-
content/uploads/2024/07/2023-Yili-Faaliyet-Raporu.pdf> s.e.t. 5 Agustos 2024.
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uluslararasi toplantilar ile bilimsel etkinliklere katilim saglamak gibi genis bir
yelpazeyi kapsadig1 anlasiimaktadir®.

DEHUKAM deniz hukuku ve siyaseti alaninda faaliyet alanlarinin gelistirilmesi
maksadiyla uluslararasi pek ¢ok kurum, kurulus ve iiniversite ile is birligi
protokolleri imzaladig1 goriilmektedir. Bu is birlikleri ile DEHUKAM, deniz
hukuku alaninda bilgi ve tecriibe paylagimimi tesvik etmek ve Tiirkiye nin deniz
hukuku alanindaki uluslararasi taninirligini artirmayi amagladigi sdylenebilir.
Bu is birliklerinin yam sira uluslararasi alanda bilimsel etkinliklere ve
konferanslara katildig1 goriilen DEHUKAM bu ¢alismalarda Tiirkiye’nin deniz
hukuku ve politikalarini uluslararasi alanda anlatma ¢abasi igerisinde oldugunu
ortaya koymaktadir’®*. Yine DEHUKAM’m uluslararasi arenada egitim
faaliyetleri yuriittiigi ve Tirkiye'deki kamu kurumlarinin yani sira, birgok
iilkede egitimler verilerek o iilkelerin deniz hukuku ve siyaseti alaninda sahip
olduklarn kiiresel bilgi kapasitesine katki saglama amaci1 da géze carpmaktadir.

Genel hatlariyla DEHUKAM’1in 6zellikle uluslararas: alanda yapmis oldugu
faaliyetlerine bakildiginda ii¢ ana baslikta bu faaliyetleri incelemek miimkiin
goriinmektedir. i1k olarak DEHUKAM’1n bilimsel etkinlikler ve konferanslar
diizenleyerek alaninda uzman ve Onemli isimleri bir araya getirerek deniz
hukuku ve kiiresel deniz politikalar1 alaninda caligmalar yaptigi goze
carpmaktadir. Bu baglamda DEHUKAM, uluslararasi sempozyumlar ve
konferanslar diizenlemekte ve bu etkinliklerde diinya genelinde deniz hukuku
konusunda uzman isimleri agirlamaktadir. Bu c¢aligmalara oOrnek olarak
DEHUKAM’n ev sahipliginde, Birlesmis Milletler’in deniz hukuku enstitiisii
olarak faaliyet gosteren International Maritime Law Institute (IMLI) ve World
Maritime University partner kurulus olarak katki sagladigi “46th COLP Safe,
Secure and Sustainable Shipping” konferans1 gosterilebilir. Yine DEHUKAM
tarafindan Tiirkiye Hukuk Platformu’nun destegi, UMIP, MIMA, ANCORS,
ICOG, IME ve US Naval War College gibi 6nemli kuruluslarin is birliginde
Karadag’da diizenlenen “Uluslararas1 Deniz Hukukunda Giincel Gelismeler
Sempozyumu” DEHUKAM’mn uluslararas1 alandaki 6nemli c¢alismalarindan
birisi olarak gerceklestirilmistir®’.

2> DEHUKAM, <2022 Yili Faaliyet Raporu’ (2023) <https://www.dehukam.org/wp-
content/uploads/2023/10/2022-Y ili-Faaliyet-Raporu.pdf> s.e.t. 5 Agustos 2024.

26 DEHUKAM, “2023 Y1l Faaliyet Raporu”, 30.

27 DEHUKAM, ‘DEHUKAM Faaliyetler’ <https://www.dehukam.org/2022/11/21/uluslararasi-
deniz-hukukunda-guncel-gelismeler-sempozyumu/> s.e.t. 16 Agustos 2024.
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DEHUKAM uluslararasi alanda yapmis oldugu ¢aligmalarda ek olarak cesitli
projeler hazirlamakta ve bu projelerin yani sira hem yerel hem de uluslararasi
kurum ve kuruluglara danismanlik vermektedir. Ozellikle uluslararasi projeler
yilirlitmek DEHUKAM’in faaliyetleri arasinda 6nemli bir yer tutmaktadir.
DEHUKAM tarafindan hazirlanan ve TUBITAK destegiyle yiiriitiilen
Tiirkiye'nin Antarktika Antlagmalar Sistemi'nde "danigman {ilke" statiisiine sahip
olmasi i¢in hukuki altyapinin olusturulmasini amaglayan proje DEHUKAM
ylriittiigi 6nemli projelerden birisidir. Bu proje ile Tiirkiye’nin Antarktika
ilizerine ylriitecegi bilimsel ¢aligmalarin ve bilgi paylasiminin hizlanmasi ve
gelismesi hedef olarak belirlenmistir*®.

Deniz hukuku ve deniz politikalarina iliskin uluslararasi projeler, hem bolgesel
hem de kiiresel etki alanina sahip olmasi agisindan oldukc¢a Onemlidir. Bu
baglamda Istanbul merkezli faaliyet gosterecek ve uluslararas: deniz calismalar
alaninda hem bolgesel hem de kiiresel 6neme haiz projelerden birisi olan
Akdeniz Iklim Degisikligi Arastirma Merkezi’nin (AIDAM) DEHUKAM
bilinyesinde ¢aligmalarina baslayacak olmasi olduk¢a 6nemli bir gelisme olarak
karsimiza ¢ikmaktadir. Ik olarak Barselona Sozlesmesi 22. Taraflar
Konferansi’'nda (COP 22) dile getirilen proje, Cevre, Sehircilik ve Iklim
Degisikligi Bakanligi’nin 6nerisi ve Digigleri Bakanligi’nin uygun goriisii ile,
geliserek Akdeniz’in  Kirlilige Karst Korunmasi Sozlesmesi (Barselona
Sézlesmesi) kapsamida Ulkemizin ev sahiplifinde Birlesmis Milletler
sistemine entegre, iklim degisikligi alaninda DEHUKAM biinyesinde faaliyet
gosterecek bolgesel faaliyet merkezinin kurulmasma saglayacaktir®. Buna
benzer birgok prestijli projelerin DEHUKAM biinyesinde yiiriitiildiigii soylemek
miimkiindiir.

DEHUKAM yiiriitmiis oldugu uluslararas1 faaliyetlerin yani sira uluslararasi
alanda kendi uzmanlar1 ile deniz hukuku ve deniz politikalarma iliskin
diizenlenen faaliyetlere de katilarak Tiirkiye’yi bu alanda temsil etmektedir. Bu
baglamda DEHUKAM, ulusal ve uluslararasi1 diizeyde 62 bilimsel egitim ve
arastirma faaliyetinde yer almigtir. Bu faaliyetler, Tiirkiye’nin deniz hukuku ve
siyasetine iligkin politikalarinin gelistirilmesine katkida bulunmanin yani sira,

28 Seda Tolmag, ‘Tiirkiye'nin Antarktika'da "damgman iilke" statiisii kazanmasi icin proje
gelistirildi’, Anadolu Ajanst (23.02.2024) <https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/bilim-teknoloji/-
turkiyenin-antarktikada-danisman-ulke-statusu-kazanmasi-icin-proje-gelistirildi/3145619#>.
Giilseli Kenarli, ‘Akdeniz i¢in en kapsamli iklim degisikligi merkezi Istanbul'da kurulacak’,
Anadolu Ajanst (17.12.2023) <https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/yesilhat/bilim/akdeniz-icin-en-
kapsamli-iklim-degisikligi-merkezi-istanbulda-kurulacak/1821997>.
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uluslararast alanda Tiirkiye’nin politikalarinin paylagilmasina ve Tirkiye nin
pozisyonuna iligkin bilgi aktarilmasina katki sunmaktadir. Barselona Sozlesmesi
23. Taraflar Konferansi, Birlesmis Milletler Cevre Programi Akdeniz Eylem
Plam1 Odak Noktaliklar1 Toplantist DEHUKAM’m aym1 zamanda Birlesmis
Milletler Cevre Programi’nin (UNEP) bir pargasi ve partneri olarak, gdzlemci
sifatryla katilim sagladig1 organizasyonlardan bazilaridir®®.

3. DEHUKAM’n Faaliyetleri Uzerine Degerlendirme

DEHUKAM’1n faaliyetlerine bakildiginda ilk géze carpan hususlardan birisi
olarak ¢aligma alaninin stratejik 6nemi karsimiza ¢ikmaktadir. Diinya genelinde
iilkelerin deniz ve su politikalarina giderek daha fazla ilgi gostermeye
baglamalar1 g6z 6niinde bulunduruldugunda, DEHUKAM’n deniz hukuku ve
politikalar1 alaninda uzmanlagsmis bir merkez olarak faaliyet gostermesi
Tiirkiye'nin Ege, Akdeniz ve Karadeniz bolgelerinde ulusal ve uluslararasi deniz
alanlar1 {izerinde sahip oldugu haklarin savunulmasi agisindan kiymetlidir. Yine
deniz hukuku ve deniz politikalar1 alaninda politika iiretme ve iretilen
politikalar1 sunma kapasitesi de dikkate degerdir. Yine basta Birlesmis Milletler
olmak iizere alaninda uzmanlagmis uluslararasi kuruluslarla yapmis oldugu is
birlikleri DEHUKAM 1n kiiresel goriniirliigiinii artirirken, Tiirkiye’nin bu deniz
hukuku ve politikalarina verdigi 6nemi uluslararasi alana tagimaktadir. Tiim bu
hususlar Tiirkiye’nin kamu diplomasisi ve uluslararasi tanmirhigma katki
saglama konusunda stratejik olarak katki saglayici unsurlar olarak ortaya
cikmaktadir.

Giliniimiizde aragtirma merkezlerinin degerini yiikselten hususlardan birisi de
uzmanlik alaninda ortaya konulan nitelikli akademik yayimlar, sempozyumlar ve
projelerdir. Bu baglamda DEHUKAM’1n son dénemlerde ortaya koymus oldugu
ulusal ve uluslararasi nitelikteki akademik ¢aligmalar, egitim programlari, stajlar
ve projeler merkezin alana iliskin ulusal ve uluslararasi diizeyde ciddi katkilar
yapmasini saglarken, bir yandan da merkezin deniz hukuku ve politikalarina
iligkin uzmanlik seviyesini artirmaktadir. DEHUKAM biinyesinde yapilan
yiiksek lisans ve doktora gibi ¢esitli akademik calismalarin siirdiiriillmesi
kurumun akademik alana verdigi énemli katkilardandir. Bu noktada tiim bu
stireclerin 6nemli ¢iktilarindan birisi olarak da deniz hukuku ve politikalarina

30 DEHUKAM, ‘DEHUKAM Duyurular’ <https://www.dehukam.org/2023/12/10/dehukam-
birlesmis-milletler-cevre-programi-akdeniz-eylem-plani-unep-map-partneri-oldu/> s.e.t. 16
Agustos 2024.
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iligkin uzmanlagsmis insan kaynaginin yetismesinde merkezin payma vurgu
yapmak gerekir.

Kiiresel gelismelere bakildiginda son yillarda 6zellikle denizler iizerine artan
anlagmazliklar, deniz ticaretinin gilivenligi, iklim degisikligi, deniz ¢evresinin
kirlenmesi konular1 {izerine tartigmalarin ve bu konular iizerine yapilan
caligmalarin yogunlugu dikkat ¢ekicidir. Bu noktada DEHUKAM alana iligkin
sahip oldugu uzman kadrosu, is birlikleri ve network agiyla yukarida bahsedilen
konular {izerine projeler gelistirme, yeni is birlikleri edinme ve bu konulara
iliskin kiiresel 6lgekte siireclere katki sunma potansiyeline sahiptir. Ozellikle
Tiirkiye’nin sahip oldugu jeopolitik konum DEHUKAM’a hem komsu tilkelerle
hem bolge iilkeleriyle deniz hukuku ve politikalarina iliskin bircok potansiyel
alan sunmaktadir. DEHUKAM’in uzmanlasmis kadrosu ile alana iligkin sahip
oldugu potansiyel, {i¢ tarafi denizlerle c¢evrili olan Tiirkiye i¢in de denizlere
iligkin bdlgesel barig ve catigsmalarin ¢ozlimii i¢in ayrica firsatlar sunmaktadir.
Bu baglamda DEHUKAM’in alana iliskin potansiyel kabiliyetini ortaya
cikarmasi ve bu kabiliyet ile yapacagi caligmalar hem Tiirkiye i¢cin hem de
DEHUKAM ig¢in bir¢ok imkani da beraberinde getirecektir.

DEHUKAM’m deniz hukuku ve politikalar1 alaninda uzmanlagmis bir merkez
olmas1 bircok firsati beraberinde getirirken, merkezin faaliyetlerinin
stirdiiriilebilir olmasi i¢in agmas1 gereken hususlarda bulundugunu vurgulamak
gerekir. Ozellikle merkezin siirdiiriilebilir bir finans &zgiirliige ulasmasi ve
kapasitesini artirmasi 6ne ¢ikan hususlardir. Uluslararasi diizeyde caligmalar
yapan bir merkez i¢in en 6nemli hususlardan birisi siirdiiriilebilir bir finansal
yaptya sahip olmaktir. Bu baglamda DEHUKAM’n su an gerek kamu destekleri
gerekse proje ve is birlikleri lizerinden olusturdugu finansal yapisinin merkezin
stirdiiriilebilirligi saglasa da, gelecek agisindan daha emniyetli ve siirdiiriilebilir
finansal yapmin olusturulmas1 gerektigi izlenimi de bulunmaktadir.
DEHUKAM’in kurumsal olarak finansal 6zgiirliiglini elde etmesi agisindan
daha kalic1 finansal ¢6ziimler liretmesi gerektigi kanaati olugmaktadir. Bu
kurumun gelismesi, kalic1 ve siirdiiriilebilir bir kurumsal yapinin olugmasi ve
gelecege taginmasi agisindan 6nemli bir mesele olarak goriilmelidir. Bu noktada
ortaya konulacak kalici finansal ¢oziimler kurumun mali zorluklarla karsilagma
tehdidini ortadan kaldirp, siirdiiriilebilir ve daha 06zglivenli olmasim
saglayacaktir.

DEHUKAM’m faaliyetleri agisindan bir diger énemli husus ise sahip oldugu
kapasiteyi gelistirmesinin gerekliligidir. Deniz hukuku ve politikalar1 alaninda



) Bir Kamu Diplomasisi Aktorii Olarak
18 Ankara Universitesi Deniz Hukuku Ulusal Arastirma Merkezi (DEHUKAM)

hizla genisleyen konular ve ¢aligmalar bulunmaktadir. Bu baglamda
DEHUKAM’in ulusal ve uluslararas1 diizeyde gelisecek olan talepleri
karsilamasi noktasinda zorluk yasamasi muhtemeldir. Ortaya ¢ikan ig birligi ve
ortak faaliyet firsatlarim1 degerlendirme mevcut kapasitesi gelecek agisindan
yeterli olmayabilir. Gerek insan kaynagi gerek finansal ve fiziki imkanlarim
genisletmesi, 6zellikle son donemde artan dijital-teknolojik yeniliklere kendisini
entegre etmesi ve bu baglamda kapasitesini artirmasi kurumun gelismesi ve daha
biiylik dlgekte faaliyetler yiiriitmesi agisindan oldukca 6nemli bir husus olarak
karsimiza ¢ikmaktadir.

DEHUKAM’1n faaliyet yiiriittiigii deniz hukuku ve deniz politikalar1 alan1 6zel
uzmanlik gerektiren ve siirekli yeni gelismelere agik bir alan olarak ortaya
cikmaktadir. Bu baglamda uluslararasi alanda ayni konularda galigma yiiriiten
kurum ve kuruluglarla isbirligi ve ortak ¢aligmalar beraberinde rekabeti de
getirecektir. Zira deniz hukuku ve politikalar1 gibi 6zel bir alanda galigma
yiiriiten kuruluslar kendi misyon ve vizyonlarinin daha kabul gérmesi noktasinda
caba igerisinde olabilir. Bu noktada alana iliskin kuruluglar arasinda artan
rekabet merkezin faaliyetlerini olumsuz etkileme potansiyeline sahip olabilir.
Buna ek olarak artan bu rekabet ile Tiirkiye'nin deniz alanlarma iliskin bolgesel
ve kiiresel politikalariin uluslararasi alanda elestirilmesi veya yanlis anlasilmasi
da merkezin faaliyetlerini olumsuz etkileyebilecek hususlardan olabilir.

DEHUKAM Tiirkiye'nin deniz giicii politikalarinin kiiresel ve bolgesel olarak
stratejik deger kazandigi giiniimiizde, deniz hukuku ve politikalar1 alaninda
kritik bir role sahip olma potansiyeline sahiptir. DEHUKAM 1n sahip oldugu
giiclii alanlar1 Oniine ¢ikan firsatlar birlestirmesi, zayif yonlerini iyilestirip
karsisina ¢ikabilecek tehdit unsurlarini minimize ederek daha etkin stratejiler
gelistirmesi olduk¢a Onemlidir. Tiim bunlar merkezin 6zellikle uluslararasi
arenada Tiirkiye’nin deniz politikalarin1 uluslararas1 kamuoyu ile paylasma ve
daha etkili bir kamu diplomasisi aktorii olmasini saglayacaktir.

III. DEHUKAM’IN TURK KAMU DIiPLOMASISINE KATKISI

Tiirkiye, stratejik konumu itibartyla 6nemli bir deniz giiciidiir ve denizcilik
alanindaki haklari, politikalar, giivenligi ve diplomasi c¢abalar1 ulusal ¢ikarlar
acisindan kritik 6neme sahiptir. Tiirkiyemin deniz haklar1 ve politikalari,
ozellikle son yillarda basta Mavi Vatan doktrini olmak {izere daha net bir sekilde
ortaya cikmistir. Tiirkiye, uluslararasi deniz hukukuna dayanan haklan
cercevesinde politikalarini uluslararasi alanda savunma gayreti icerisindedir. Bu
baglamda, deniz yetki alanlar1 basta olmak tizere, denizlere iligkin politikalarini
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uluslararast hukuk cergevesinde olusturmaktadir. Tiirkiye'nin deniz politikalari,
Karadeniz, Ege Denizi ve Dogu Akdeniz gibi stratejik bolgelerdeki deniz
haklarmin korunmasini, deniz ticaret yollarinin giivence altina alinmasini ve
denizcilik sektoriiniin gelistirilmesini amacglamaktadir. Deniz kuvvetlerinin
modernizasyonu ve bolgedeki deniz giivenliginin saglanmasi, bu politikalarin
temel unsurlan arasindadir. Ayrica, deniz ticaretinin gelistirilmesi ve liman
altyapisinin iyilestirilmesi gibi ekonomik onlemler de Tirkiye'nin denizcilik
politikalarinin bir parcasidir. Tiim bu politikalarim savunulmasi, uluslararasi
alanda uluslararas1 hukuka dayanarak iilkelerle, uluslararasi kurum ve
kuruluslarla paylasilmasinda 6zellikle kamu diplomasisi 6nemli bir arag olarak
kullanilmaktadir. Bu noktada Tiirkiye, denizlerdeki hak ve menfaatleri
baglamida kamu diplomasisini aktif olarak kullanmaktadir. Tiirkiye'nin hakli
taleplerini ve uluslararasi hukuka uygun deniz politikalarmi uluslararasi
kamuoyuna dogru bir sekilde anlatmak ve yanlig algilarin olugsmasimi 6nlemek
amaciyla kamu diplomasisi kullamilmaktadir. Bu baglamda, &zellikle
DEHUKAM yiiriittiigli calismalar, uluslararas1 alanda Tirkiye’nin kamu
diplomasisine katki saglayan faaliyetler olarak 6ne ¢ikmaktadir. DEHUKAM 1
Tiirkiye’nin kamu diplomasisi siireglerine iliskin katkilarini pratik uygulamalar
ve yapmis oldugu faaliyetler {izerinden incelemek tiim bu hususlar1 daha fazla
anlamlandirma ve analiz etme imkani sunabilir.

1. Bilimsel ve Akademik Faaliyetler

DEHUKAM, deniz hukuku ve deniz politikalar1 alaninda akademik ve bilimsel
caligmalar yapmakta, alanda yapilan calismalarn da desteklemektedir. Hem
ulusal hem de uluslararasi diizeyde yapilan bu bilimsel ve akademik c¢aligmalar,
denizcilik alaninda bilgi iiretme ve bu bilgiyi paylagsma amacini da tagimaktadir.
Bu noktada DEHUKAM, farkli disiplinlerden akademisyen ve uzmanlar bir
araya getirerek deniz hukuku ve deniz politikalarma yonelik arastirma ve
akademik faaliyetler yiirlitmektedi. DEHUKAM biinyesinde yiiriitiilen
caligmalar, deniz hukuku ve politikalar1 alaninda derinlemesine analizlerin
ortaya ¢ikmasina, meselelerin farkli bakis acilarindan tartigilmasina zemin
hazirlamaktadir.

DEHUKAM tarafindan yiiriitiilen ¢alismalar, Tiirkiye ve uluslararas1 alanda
ilgili literatiire katki saglamanin yani sira, Tirkiye'nin deniz hukuku ve
politikalarina iliskin tezlerini destekleyen nitelikte olma 6zelligi tasimaktadir.
Bu caligmalar, Tiirkiye'nin mevcut deniz politikalarina iligkin uluslararasi
durusunu destekleyerek, Tiirkiye'nin tezlerinin akademik olarak uluslararasi
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kamuoyunda paylasilmasina ve desteklenmesine katki saglamaktadir. Bu
yoniiyle de bu ¢aligmalar tizerinden Tiirkiye’nin kamu diplomasisi ¢aligmalarina
bilimsel ve akademik baglamlarda katki sunulmaktadir®'.

DEHUKAM’m yapmis oldugu bilimsel ve akademik calismalara bakildiginda
Ozellikle deniz hukuku ve deniz politikalarna iligkin uluslararast boyutta
diizenlenen sempozyumlar, calistaylar ve konferanslar dikkat c¢ekmektedir.
Genellikle uluslararasi paydaslarla diizenlenen bu ¢alismalar, deniz hukuku ve
politikalar1 konularinda akademik diinyayi bilgilendirmeyi ve giincel gelismeleri
tartismay1 amacglamaktadir. Bunlarin yaninda DEHUKAM deniz hukuku ve
politikalar1 alaninda Ankara Universitesi Sosyal Bilimler Enstitiisii biinyesinde
yiiriitiilen lisansiistii ¢alismalarina da destek vermektedir., DEHUKAM, bu
kapsamda yazilan tez ¢alismalarinin yayin olarak literatiire kazandirilmasini ve
kamuoyunda paylagilmasimi tesvik etmektedir. Alana iligkin yapilan nitelikli
caligmalarin makale olarak DEHUKAM biinyesindeki hakemli dergide
yayinlanmasi da 6nemli bir diger husustur.

DEHUKAM biinyesinde ortaya ¢ikan ¢aligmalarin 6zellikle uluslararasi nitelige
sahip olmasina ve uluslararasi katilimcilarin bu ¢aligsmalara erisebilmesine 6zen
gostermektedir. Bu faaliyetler ekseninde denizcilik sektoriinde karsilasilan
hukuki ve siyasi sorunlarin ¢6ziimiine yonelik caligmalar gelistirerek,
uluslararast  kamuoyunda meselelere iliskin  farkindalik  yaratmay1
hedeflemektedir. DEHUKAM, bu faaliyetleri ytiriitiirken Tiirkiye'nin denizcilik
alanindaki temsilcisi olarak hareket etmekte ve Tiirkiye’'nin stratejik deniz
politikalarin1  destekleyici caligmalar yapmaktadir,. DEHUKAM’in yapmig
oldugu bilimsel ve akademik faaliyetlerin Tiirkiye’nin kamu diplomasisi
kapasitesine katki sundugunu, bu ¢aligsmalar ile Tiirkiye’nin kendi durusunu ve
konumunu uluslararast kamuoyuna anlatmasima yardimei oldugunu vurgulamak
gerekir®?.

2. Projeler ve Is Birlikleri

DEHUKAM ozellikle yiiriitmiis oldugu uluslararas: faaliyetlerle Tiirkiye nin
kamu diplomasisine katki sunmaktadir. Bu faaliyetler arasinda yer alan
uluslararasi proje gelistirme, uluslararasi partnerler, kurum ve kuruluglarla yeni
is birlikleri yapmak DEHUKAM’in faaliyetlerine uluslararasi bir boyut

31 DEHUKAM, ‘DEHUKAM Faaliyetler’ <https://www.dehukam.org/akademik-etkinlikler/>
s.e.t. 16 Agustos 2024.

32 DEHUKAM, ‘2023 Y1l Faaliyet Raporu’, 25.
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kazandirmaktadir. Bu proje ve is birlikleri DEHUKAM’mn yapmis oldugu
faaliyetlerin uluslararas1 kurum ve kuruluslar tarafindan daha dikkat ¢ekici ve
taninir hale gelmesine katki saglamaktadir. DEHUKAM’ in deniz hukuku ve
deniz politikalarma iliskin gelistirdigi projeler ve is birlikleri, DEHUKAM’a
faaliyetlerini siirdiiriilebilir hale getirecek maddi imkéanlar1 saglarken, aym
zamanda uluslararas1 bir ag olusturmasina ve Tiirkiye nin bakis acisimi farkl
paydas ve kurumlara aktarmasmma da Onemli katkilar saglamaktadir. Bu
baglamda 6ne ¢ikan projelerden birisi olarak 6zellikle DEHUKAM 1 aragtirma
merkezi olma vasfini da igeren Erasmus + Isbirligi ortaklig ile gelistirilen proje
gbze carpmaktadir.

Akdeniz’deki iklim degisikliginin etkilerine dair gencler arasinda farkindalik
yaratmay1 ve gengleri iklim degisikligiyle miicadelede aktif rol almaya tesvik
etmeyi amaglayan farkindalik projesi oldukca 6nemli bir proje olarak karsimiza
¢ikmaktadir. DEHUKAM, Dokuz Eyliil Universitesi Deniz Bilimler ve
Teknolojileri Ensititiisli, Federazione Internazionale per lo Sviluppo Sostenibile
e la Lotta alla Poverta nel Mediterraneo Mar Nero (FISPMED- Ispanya), Priority
Actions Programme Regional Activity Centre PAP/RAC (Hirvatistan), Fundacio
Privada Universitat Abat Oliba CEU (Ispanya) ortakliginda yiiriitiilecek olan
uluslararast projeye, ortak iilkelerden 18-30 yas araliginda genglerin katilim
saglayarak, Akdeniz ekosistemini etkileyen ana sorunlara odaklanilacagi ve bu
sorunlarin  ¢oziimiine  yonelik  yenilik¢i  yaklagimlar  gelistirilecegi
goriilmektedir’®>. DEHUKAM’m yiiriittiigii bu ve benzeri projeler, kamu
diplomasisi baglaminda Tiirkiye’nin bolgesel ve kiiresel deniz politikalarina
katki saglamaktadir. Tiirkiye’de deniz hukuku ve deniz politikalar1 alaninda
spesifik olarak ¢alisan pek az merkez oldugu g6z oniinde bulunduruldugunda
DEHUKAM’1n yapmis oldugu bu ¢alismalarin énemini vurgulamak gerekir.

DEHUKAM yiirlitmiis oldugu uluslararas1 projelerin yaninda uluslararasi
Olcekte yapmis oldugu is birlikleri ile de Tiirkiye’nin kamu diplomasisi
caligmalarina katki sunmaktadir. Farkli kita ve bolgelerde, ozellikle deniz
hukuku ve deniz politikalar1 iizerine c¢alisan iiniversiteler, sivil toplum
kuruluslar1, kamu kurum ve kuruluglari ile temas kurarak paydasliklar olugturan
DEHUKAM, bu is birlikleri araciligiyla cesitli projeler ve faaliyetler
gergeklestirmektedir. Bu is birlikleri hem DEHUKAM’in yiiriitmiis oldugu

33 DEHUKAM, ‘DEHUKAM Duyurular’ <https://www.dehukam.org/2024/09/11/dehukam-
ulusal-ajans-tarafindan-saglanan-erasmus-ka220-you-cagrisi-kapsaminda-hibe-almaya-hak-
kazandi/> s.e.t. 16 Eyliil 2024.
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faaliyetlerin farkh {ilke ve bolgelerde taninmasina hem de Tiirkiye’nin deniz
hukuku ve deniz politikalarina vermis oldugu 6nemin uluslararasi ¢evrelerde
takip edilmesine katki sunmaktadir.

DEHUKAM’1n deniz hukuku ve deniz politikalarma iliskin is birligi yaptig1 bazi
kurum ve kuruluglara bakildiginda Virginia Universitesi, Ispanyol Denizcilik
Enstitiisii ve El Salvador Cumhuriyeti Disigleri Bakanligi gibi kurumlar ilk
dikkati ¢ekenlerdir*®. Bu is birliklerinin icerigine drnek olmasi igin; 2022 Ocak
ayinda DEHUKAM adma Digigleri Bakam1 Mevliit Cavusoglu tarafindan
imzalanan "El Salvador Cumhuriyeti Disisleri Bakanlig1 ile Ankara Universitesi
Deniz Hukuku Ulusal Arastirma Merkezi Arasinda Deniz Hukuku Alaninda
Isbirligi Protokolii" DEHUKAM’m uluslararas calismalarina katki saglamasi ve
El Salvador’un deniz alanlarinin sinirlandirilmasi konusundaki uluslararas1 yargi
tecriibesinin DEHUKAM’a aktarilmasinin amaglanmasi noktasinda oldukca
onemli is birliklerinden birisi olarak karsimiza ¢ikmaktadir™.

DEHUKAM gerek hiikiimetler nezdinde devlet organlariyla gerek deniz hukuku
alanindaki uluslararas1 kurum ve kuruluslarla yaptig1 is birlikleri ile bir yandan
kendi kapasitesini artirmay1 amaglarken bir yandan da Tiirkiye nin deniz hukuku
ve deniz politikalar1 perspektifine katki saglamaktadir. Yine bir¢ok iilkenin
Tiirkiye’deki biiytikelgilikleri ile de temaslar kurarak o iilkelerle deniz hukuku
ve politikalarma iliskin is birligine ydnelik calismalar da yiiriitmektedir®.
Kiiresel olgekte deniz hakimiyetinin ve deniz politikalarinin giderek 6nem
kazandig1 mevcut konjonktiirde, DEHUKAM’1n yiiriittiigti bu is birliklerinin,
ozellikle deniz politikalar1 baglaminda, Tiirk dis politikasina orta ve uzun vadede
onemli politika destekleyici rolii olacagi 6n goriilebilir.

3. Politika Onerileri ve Temsil

DEHUKAM, Tiirkiye’de deniz hukuku ve deniz politikalarma iliskin yogun
calismalar yapan merkezlerin basinda gelmektedir. Bu noktada DEHUKAM’1
iilkemiz i¢in énemli kilan unsurlardan biri, deniz hukuku ve deniz politikalarina
iligkin politikalar iiretmesi ve bu politikalar1 c¢esitli kurum ve kuruluslarla
paylasmasidir. En 6nemli faaliyet alanlarindan biri, kurum ve kuruluslara deniz

3% DEHUKAM, ‘DEHUKAM {s birlikleri’ <https://www.dehukam.org/uluslararasi-isbirlikleri/>
s.e.t. 16 Agustos 2024.

35 DEHUKAM, ‘DEHUKAM Duyurular’ <https://www.dehukam.org/2022/01/21/merkezimiz-
ile-el-salvador-cumhuriyeti-disisleri-bakanligi-arasinda-deniz-hukuku-alaninda-isbirligi-
protokolu/> s.e.t. 16 Eyliil 2024.

36 DEHUKAM, ‘Ziyaretler’ <https://www.dehukam.org/ziyaretler/> s.e.t. 16 AZustos 2024.
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hukuku ve deniz politikalarma iliskin oneriler sunmaktir. DEHUKAM, deniz
konularina iligskin imkéan ve kapasitesi dogrultusunda bu kurum ve kuruluslara
bilgi, goriis ve Oneriler sunmaktadir. Bu noktada, DEHUKAM’in bu politika
iiretme ve paylagma siirecinin Tiirkiye acisindan oldukga stratejik ve Snemli
oldugunu vurgulamak gerekir.

Ug tarafi denizlerle gevrili ve denizlere iliskin stratejik politikalar1 bulunan
Tiirkiye i¢in, uluslararasi platformlarda ortaya koyacagi deniz politikalarina
DEHUKAM gibi kuruluslarin desteginin olduk¢a 6nemli oldugunu soéylemek
gerekir. Bu noktada DEHUKAM’in, Tirkiye’nin deniz alanlarina iligkin
politikalarina 6nemli destek saglayan ve sagladig bilgi ve 6nerilerle Tiirkiye nin
bu alandaki kamu diplomasisine katkida bulunan bir kurum olarak faaliyet
gosterdigi  goriilmektedir. Ozellikle merkezin arastirmalar1 ve raporlari,
denizlerin stirdiiriilebilir yOnetimi ve uluslararas1 denizcilik iliskilerinin
diizenlenmesi konusunda politika yapicilarina rehberlik etmektedir®’.

DEHUKAM deniz hukuku ve deniz politikalarina iligkin yapmis oldugu
caligmalarla 6zellikle diplomasi alaninda Tiirkiye’ye birgok agidan katki
saglamaktadir. Bu noktada DEHUKAM, yabanci heyet ve misyonlarla bir araya
gelerek uluslararasi deniz hukuku ve politikalarina iligskin karsilikli goriis
aligverisinde bulunarak Tiirkiye’nin diplomasi kabiliyetine destek olmaktadir.
Uluslararasi deniz hukuku ve politikalarina iliskin diizenlenen birgok akademik
toplantiya Tiirkiye’yi temsil eden akademik kurulus olarak katilan DEHUKAM,
bu toplantilarda Tiirkiye'nin uluslararasi deniz politikalarinin uluslararasi
diizeyde tanmmmasma katki saglamaktadir. DEHUKAM, katildigi bu
organizasyonlarda Tiirkiye’nin deniz politikalarin1 uluslararas1 paydaglara
aktarmaktadir.

DEHUKAM, katildig1 organizasyonlarm yam sira, diinyanin farkh
bolgelerinden iilke temsilcileri, delegasyonlar ve yabanci misyonlarla bir araya
gelerek de Tiirkiye’ nin deniz alanlarina iligkin ¢aligmalarina destek vermektedir.
Bu noktada, DEHUKAM’in Ankara’daki merkezi bir¢ok iilke temsilcisi,
biiylikelci, delegasyon ve yabanci misyon tarafindan ziyaret edilmektedir. Bu
ziyaretlerde, DEHUKAM 1 ¢alismalar uluslararasi temsilcilerle paylasilarak,
uluslararast deniz hukuku ve politikalarina iliskin goriis aligverisinde
bulunulmakta, cesitli sunumlar gergeklestirilmektedir. Bu toplantilarda
Tiirkiye’nin deniz politikalar1 yabanci heyetlere anlatilmakta ve basta Mavi

37 DEHUKAM, ‘2023 Yili Faaliyet Raporu” (2024) <https://www.dehukam.org/wp-
content/uploads/2024/07/2023-Y ili-Faaliyet-Raporu.pdf> s.e.t. 5 Agustos 2024.
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Vatan olmak iizere Tiirkiye’nin kiiresel deniz politikas1 vizyonuna iliskin bilgiler
paylagilmaktadir., DEHUKAM’a yapilan uluslararasi ziyaretler oldukga
onemlidir, zira bu ziyaretler Tiirkiye nin deniz politikalarini farkl kita, bolge ve
iilkelerden temsilcilere anlatma firsat1 sunmaktadir®®.

Tablo 1: DEHUKAM 1 Kamu Diplomasisine Katki Saglayan Faaliyetlerinin
Dagilim

Egitim Programlari

is Birlikleri

Diger

Bilimsel Yayinlar

Politika Onerileri

33 DEHUKAM, ‘Ziyaretler’ <https://www.dehukam.org/ziyaretler/> s.e.t. 16 Agustos 2024.
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Tablo 2: DEHUKAM’1n kamu diplomasisine katki saglayici uluslararasi bazi

caligmalarma 6rnekler’’

e “The Symposium on Free and Open
Seas” Sempozyumu (2024)

e  “Recent Developments in Transport and
Insurance Law” (2024)

BILIMSEL-AKADEMIK e  “Rule of Law from the Sea and Maritime

ETKINLIKLER Law Perspective” (2024)

e  Uluslararasi Deniz Hukuku Yaz
Akademisi (2024)

e DEHUKAM Dergisinde yaymlanan
bilimsel makaleler

e  “Participation to Clean Mediterranean
Sea” Projesi (2020)

e  “46th Annual Conference on Oceans
Law & Policy “Safe, Secure and
Sustainable Shipping” Projesi (2023)

e  “Post-Graduate Research Conference on
International Sea and Maritime Law”
Projesi (2023)

PROJELER e “Barselona Sozlesmesi ve Diger

Uluslararas1 Dokiimanlar Kapsaminda
Deniz  Cevresi Hukuku Kapasite
Artirim1” Projesi (2023)

e FErasmus+ K154-YOU “Tiirkiye’'nin
Deniz Iklimi Stratejisinde Genglerin
Rolii” (2024)

e  FErasmust KA220-YOU “Genglerin
Goziinden Akdeniz’de Tklim Degisikligi
Farkindalig1” (2024)

3 DEHUKAM “FAALIYETLER” <https://www.dehukam.org/kurulus-dayanagi/> s.e.t. 20
Agustos 2024.
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e IMO International Maritime Law
Institute ile Deniz Hukuku Alaninda s
birligi (2018)

e  Virginia University Center for Oceans
Law and Policy ile Deniz Hukuku
Alaninda Ts birligi (2016)

e  Ispanyol Denizcilik Enstitiisii (Instituto

is BIiRLIKLERIi Maritimo Espailol) ile Deniz Hukuku
Alaninda Is birligi (2019)

e El Salvador Cumbhuriyeti Dasisleri
Bakanlig1 ile Deniz Hukuku Alaninda s
birligi (2022)

e 9. Our Ocean Conference (2024)

e Kongo Cumhuriyeti ve Cabo Verde
Cumhuriyeti  Personellerine  Yonelik

Kapasite Gelistirme Programi (2024)

e Birlesmis Milletler Biyolojik Cesitlilik
Sozlesmesi 15. Taraf Ulkeler Toplantist
(7 Aralik 2022- 19 Aralik 2022,
Montreal)

e Barselona Sozlesmesi 93.  Biiro
Toplantis1 (30 Kasim-1 Aralik 2022,
Selanik)

DELEGASYONLAR e  Birlesmis Milletler Iklim Degisikligi
Cergeve Sozlesmesi 27. Taraf Ulkeler
Toplantis1 (6 Kasim-18 Kasim 2022,
Sarm el Seyh)

e Ulke heyetlerinin karsihkl ziyaretleri

e  Antalya Diplomasi Forumu (1 Mart-3
Mart 2024, Antalya)

e  Biiyiikel¢ilerin ziyaretleri
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SONUC

Osmanl yiikselis doneminin 6nde gelen denizcilerinden Barbaros Hayrettin
Pasa’ya atfedilen “Denizlere Hakim Olan Cihana Hékim Olur™*® ciimlesi 21.
yiizyilda da gegerliligini koruyan bir mottodur. Son yillardaki kiiresel gelismeler
ve iilkelerin kiiresel rekabetinin de etkisiyle uluslararasi deniz hukuku ve deniz
politikalar giderek dnem kazanan bir alan olarak kargimiza ¢ikmaktadir. Kiiresel
arenada gii¢ sahibi olan ve gii¢ sahibi olmak isteyen iilkeler, diinya denizlerine
iliskin stratejik politikalar belirlemektedir. Ug tarafi denizlerle gevrili olan bir
iilke olarak Tiirkiye de hem kiyis1 olan denizlere hem de kiiresel denizlere iligkin
stratejik politikalar belirlemektedir.

Bagta Mavi Vatan doktrini olmak iizere bolgesel ve kiiresel deniz politikalar
Tiirkiye’nin mevcut dis politikasinin énemli unsurlarindandir. Mavi Vatan
projeksiyonuyla kiyisi olan denizlere iligkin hak ve hukukunu koruyan
politikalar gelistiren Tiirkiye, bir yanda da basta ticaret yollar1 olmak {iizere
kiiresel deniz giivenligi ve barigina yonelik bir ¢aba icerisindedir. Bu noktada,
Tiirkiye’nin en fazla ihtiya¢c duydugu faaliyetlerin basinda kamu diplomasisi
caligmalar1 gelmektedir. Zira bir lilkenin sahip oldugu politikalar1 savunmasinin,
uluslararasit alanda politikalarin1 paylasmasinin ve uluslararast1 kamuoyunu
politikalarina ikna etmesinin en 6nemli arac1 kamu diplomasisidir. Bu noktada
deniz hukuku ve deniz politikalarina iligkin ulusal ve uluslararas1 ¢aligmalar
yapan Ankara Universitesi Deniz Hukuku Ulusal Arastirma Merkezi’nin
(DEHUKAM) yaptig1 caligmalar, Tiirkiye’nin hem bolgesel hem de kiiresel
deniz politikalarin1 destekleyici nitelikte kamu diplomasisi faaliyeti olarak
ortaya ¢ikmaktadir.

Tiirkiye’deki uluslararasi deniz hukuku ve deniz politikalar1 aragtirmalar yapan
nadir merkezlerden birisi olan DEHUKAM, yaptig1 arastirmalar ve faaliyetlerle
Tiirkiye’nin kamu diplomasisi kapasitesine Onemli katkilar sunmaktadir.
DEHUKAM’n yaptig1 bilimsel ve akademik ¢alismalar alana iliskin hem ulusal
hem de uluslararasi 6nemli ¢aligmalar olarak ortaya ¢ikarken, ¢esitli proje ve is
birlikleri ile uluslararasi goriiniim ve aktivitesi artmaktadir. DEHUKAM’ 1n
Ozellikle uluslararas1 diizeyde ortaya cikan bu c¢aligmalarimi 6nemli kamu
diplomasisi faaliyeti olarak gormek gerekir. Zira bu ¢aligmalar Tiirkiye’nin
uluslararast deniz hukuku ve politikalarma iliskin pozisyonunu uluslararasi

40 Bahriye Enstitiisii, ““Denizlere Hakim Olan Cihana Hakim Olur” Soziinii Kim Sdylemistir?’
<https://bahriyeenstitusu.org/2017/05/30/denizlere-hakim-olan-cihana-hakim-olur-sozunu-
kim-soylemistir/> s.e.t. 20 Agustos 2024.
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kamuoyu ile paylagma, Tiirkiye’nin bu konulardaki diisiincelerini ortaya koyma
firsat1 sunmaktadir.

DEHUKAM’1n uluslararas1 akademik toplantilara Tiirkiye’yi temsilen katilim
saglamasi, yabanci heyetlerle ve biiylikelgiliklerle bir araya gelmesi ve tiim bu
faaliyetlerde akademik perspektiften Tiirkiye nin deniz hukuku ve politikalarina
iligkin gorislerini paylasmas1 da 6nemli kamu diplomasisi faaliyetleri olarak
karsimiza ¢ikmaktadir. Bu noktada, DEHUKAM’1n 6zellikle uluslararasi alanda
yapmis oldugu caligmalarin Tiirkiye adina dnemli ve stratejik kamu diplomasisi
faaliyetleri olarak goriilmesi gerektigini vurgulamak gerekir. Gerek bolgesel
gerekse kiiresel dlgekte denizlere iligkin artan rekabet ve giic miicadelesinde
DEHUKAM’in deniz hukuku ve politikalarina yonelik ¢alismalar1 kamu
diplomasisi faaliyeti olarak, Tiirkiye’nin bu alandaki goriis ve politikalarini
uluslararast kamuoyuna sunmasinda olduk¢a Onemli bir arag olarak ortaya
cikmaktadir.
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ABSTRACT

Tiirkiye is one of the countries that has made significant progress towards becoming a
global actor since the beginning of the 21st century. Recently, especially due to its
geopolitical position, it has emphasized policies related to both regional and global seas.
As a country surrounded by seas, Tiirkiye, which is developing maritime policies on
energy, environment and climate issues, especially the Blue Homeland projection, needs
to support these policies in the international arena. In foreign policy, there is an
obligation to use various tools in the international arena to defend, support and share
policies. One of the most important tools of this is public diplomacy. At this point,
Tiirkiye attaches importance to public diplomacy and public diplomacy actors in
defending, promoting and supporting its policies in the international arena. Tiirkiye
carries out public diplomacy activities that will make its policies effective by using all
the elements it has in the international arena such as history, culture and geopolitics. The
activities of both public and publicly supported organizations and non-governmental
organizations are very important in carrying out these public diplomacy activities.
Ankara University National Center for the Sea and Maritime Law (DEHUKAM), which
has recently attracted national and international attention with its studies on international
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maritime law and policies, is one of the most prominent of these institutions.
DEHUKAM's studies are in support of Tiirkiye's regional and global maritime policies
in the context of public diplomacy. This study discusses Ankara University National
Center for the Sea and Maritime Law (DEHUKAM) and its activities and evaluates the
impact of the Center's activities on Tiirkiye's public diplomacy capacity.

Keywords: *Public Diplomacy *Sea and Maritime Law eMaritime Policies *Ankara
University National Center for the Sea and Maritime Law

ABSTRACT

Tiirkiye has emerged as a country that has achieved substantial advancements toward
becoming a significant global player since the beginning of the 21st century. Particularly
due to its strategic geopolitical location, it has recently underscored the importance of
policies on both regional and global maritime domains. As a country encircled by seas,
Tiirkiye, which is formulating maritime strategies focusing on energy, environmental,
and climatic concerns, particularly the Blue Homeland initiative, must bolster these
policies on the international stage. In the realm of foreign policy, it is imperative to
employ a diverse range of tools to defend, promote, and advocate for national interests
on the international stage. Public diplomacy stands out as one of the most critical
instruments in this endeavor. Tiirkiye recognizes the significance of public diplomacy
and its key stakeholders in effectively promoting and supporting its policies globally. By
harnessing an array of resources, including historical context, cultural heritage, and
geopolitical considerations, Tiirkiye conducts public diplomacy activities aimed at
bolstering the effectiveness of its policies. This approach involves leveraging all
available resources in the international arena, including its rich historical context as well
as culture and geopolitics. The activities of both public and publicly supported
organizations and non-governmental organizations play a crucial role in advancing
public diplomacy efforts. One prominent institution in this area is the Ankara University
National Center for the Sea and Maritime Law (DEHUKAM). This center has recently
gained national and international recognition for its research on international maritime
law and policies. DEHUKAM's work supports Tiirkiye's regional and global maritime
strategies within the framework of public diplomacy. This study examines the activities
of DEHUKAM and assesses the impact of these activities on Tiirkiye's capacity for
public diplomacy.

Keywords: *Public Diplomacy *Sea and Maritime Law eMaritime Policies *Ankara
University National Center for the Sea and Maritime Law

INTRODUCTION

Historically, the seas have been of great geopolitical, economic and strategic
importance. Dominance over the seas and the power gained through this
domination has provided states with political and economic advantages in the
international arena. For this reason, states, especially those in global power
competition, always strive to expand their naval power capacities. This is the
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underlying reason for the economic, political and geopolitical competition over
the world's seas in the 21st century. This competition over naval power and
dominance in the global arena also contributes to the development of maritime
law and studies in the international arena.

Naval power refers to a state's political, military, and economic activities at sea,
while maritime law encompasses the rules that govern these activities and outline
the rights of the international community regarding the oceans. Recently, both
naval power and maritime law have gained prominence in global relations,
competition, and conflicts. Naval power is essential for safeguarding a nation's
presence at sea, securing maritime trade routes, accessing energy resources, and
enhancing its strategic position. Naval forces play a crucial role in national
defense and contribute to economic prosperity by protecting maritime
commerce'. Additionally, naval power is important in providing international
assistance during crises and maintaining peace. Furthermore, international
legitimacy is vital for sustaining naval power and enhancing its capabilities.

Maritime law confers the legitimacy required by naval power. It constitutes a
fundamental domain of law that governs activities at sea and delineates the rights
of the international community in maritime affairs. This area of law regulates the
unrestricted utilization of international shipping routes, the safeguarding of the
marine environment, the sustainable management of marine resources, and the
prevention of maritime accidents. The international maritime law framework
offers essential guidelines for the preservation of peace and security at sea and
establishes mechanisms for conflict resolution’. Tiirkiye, with its expanding
naval capabilities and recent maritime policies, has placed considerable
emphasis on maritime law. This focus arises from the critical importance of
maritime law in defending and legitimizing policies formulated within the scope
of an enhanced naval presence on the global stage.

Given Tiirkiye's status as a maritime nation, the seas represent a strategically
vital area in political, economic, and security contexts. The legitimacy of
maritime policies and the competition for maritime power that arises within these
strategic frameworks have rendered international maritime law increasingly
significant. In this context, the Ankara University National Center for the Sea

! Eda Tutak, Gékhan Koger. ‘21. Yiizyil Deniz Giiciiniin Askeri ve Ticari Perspektiften Analizi

I¢in Yeni Bir Yaklasim Onerisi: Tiirkiye Ornegi' 23 (1) Akdeniz IiBF Journal 1, 5.
2 Selami Kuran, Uluslararasi Deniz Hukuku (Beta Publications 2022).
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and Maritime Law (DEHUKAM)), established to conduct research in the field of
maritime law both domestically and internationally, plays a supportive role in
Tiirkiye's maritime policies, particularly in the international arena, through its
conducted studies and recommendations concerning Turkish maritime law and
policies®.

The research conducted by DEHUKAM in the domain of international maritime
law not only supports the policies of Tiirkiye but also significantly enhances the
nation’s public diplomacy. Given the pivotal role of maritime law in fostering
international cooperation, serving as a mechanism for dispute resolution, and
legitimizing governmental policies, DEHUKAM’s initiatives concerning the
maintenance of peace and stability at sea, the sustainable management of marine
resources, and the protection of the marine environment greatly contribute to
Tiirkiye’s public diplomacy by bolstering international collaboration through
maritime law*. Furthermore, DEHUKAM’s research aimed at introducing and
advocating for Tiirkiye’s maritime policies on the global stage, particularly the
Blue Homeland doctrine®, can be categorized as activities of public diplomacy.
Consequently, this study centers on DEHUKAM’s research pertaining to
maritime law and policies within the international context, as well as the
contributions these endeavors make to Tiirkiye’s public diplomacy.

This study aims to examine the activities of Ankara University National Center
for the Sea and Maritime Law (DEHUKAM) in the realm of public diplomacy
and to assess the implications of these activities for Tiirkiye's public diplomacy
capacity. The research utilizes a qualitative methodology, focusing on both
primary and secondary sources. Primary data sources include activity reports
produced by DEHUKAM and relevant published studies, while secondary

Zeliha Kogak Tufan, ‘Amerika ve Tirkiye Gozlemleri Uzerinden Arastirmaci, Fon Saglayic
ve Biirokrasi Uggeninde Bilim Diplomasisinin Araglari’ (2024) 3 (2) Journal of Society,
Education and Culture Research 70, 75.

4 Ankara University Maritime Law National Research Center, ‘Activity Report’ (2021)
<https://www.dehukam.org/> accessed 5 August 2024.

The Blue Homeland is a doctrine that outlines Tiirkiye's policy of safeguarding and expanding
its maritime jurisdictions and interests. This concept includes Tiirkiye's efforts to protect its
sovereign rights at sea, secure its energy resources, and maintain its maritime trade routes. The
discovery of energy resources in the Eastern Mediterranean, along with disputes over their
distribution, has heightened the significance of the Blue Homeland policy. As part of this
strategy, Tiirkiye has bolstered its naval forces and taken both military and diplomatic
measures to defend its rights in the region. For more information see: Cihat Yayci, Mavi Vatan
“Bir Harita ve Bir Doktrin Kitabi1” Tiirkiye nin Denizlerdeki Misak-1 Milli’si (Istanbul
University Publications 2022)
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sources encompass literature and academic publications related to the topic. The
research incorporates a content analysis of DEHUKAM's data, evaluating the
influence of its activities at national and international levels on Tiirkiye's public
diplomacy capacity. In elucidating the role of DEHUKAM in the context of
public diplomacy, this study seeks to provide a comprehensive perspective,
supported by comparative analyses within a structured conceptual framework.

I. THE CONCEPT OF PUBLIC DIPLOMACY AND TURKISH PUBLIC
DIPLOMACY

Diplomacy is the practice of managing relations between states through dialogue,
negotiation, and compromise, rather than through conflict or coercion. It serves
as a crucial foreign policy tool that allows states to pursue their national interests
while fostering peaceful and constructive relationships with other countries’.
Diplomatic channels are essential for preventing misunderstandings and
conflicts, as they enable states to exchange information, ideas, and concerns. At
its core, diplomacy involves negotiation. Countries engage in negotiations to
resolve disputes, form alliances, or reach agreements on issues of mutual interest,
such as trade, security, and environmental matters. Successful diplomacy often
requires compromise, with parties seeking mutually acceptable solutions.
Additionally, diplomacy plays a crucial role in the use of soft power, where
countries aim to influence others through attraction and persuasion rather than
through force’.

When we consider the concept of diplomacy, it becomes evident that societies,
as an inevitable aspect of the world we live in, undergo changes and
transformations in line with the evolution of states. One significant turning point
in history occurred in the late 20th century with the end of the Cold War, which
followed the collapse of the Soviet Union. This marked the beginning of a new
wave of change and transformation in the international system. The processes of
policy-making and development within countries were particularly impacted by
these shifts. Diplomacy, a critical component of a country's policy-making, has
also been affected by this transformation. Moreover, the concept of public

¢ Geoff Berridge, Diplomacy: Theory and Practice (Palgrave Macmillan 2010) 1.

7 Joseph Nye, ‘Public Diplomacy and Soft Power’ (2008) 616 Annals of The American
Academy of Political and Social Science 94, 96.
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diplomacy has gained increasing importance, especially with the proliferation of
communication and transportation tools and the advancement of technology®.

The concept of public diplomacy is not new; it has been in use since the mid-
20th century and has evolved in response to changes in the international arena.
Unlike classical diplomacy, which is primarily conducted by statesmen,
ambassadors, and diplomats representing their own nations, public diplomacy
involves a wider range of stakeholders. This includes non-governmental
organizations, private institutions, universities, and cultural initiatives. These
elements play a vital role in diplomacy by aiming to influence public opinion
and civil societies in other countries’.

Public diplomacy is the process by which states influence public opinion, civil
society, or the private sector in other countries based on their assessment of
interests, opportunities, and threats. Unlike traditional diplomacy, which
primarily targets governments, public diplomacy focuses on engaging non-
governmental actors and the general public. It can be defined as the coordinated
efforts of a government to build relationships with foreign audiences to support
its national interests, values, and goals. Public diplomacy operates at the
intersection of communication, culture, and politics, utilizing various channels
and tools to shape perceptions and opinions on a global scale. The primary
objectives of public diplomacy are to enhance relationships, increase soft power,
and promote national interests through dialogue, participation, and cultural
exchange. It encompasses both proactive and reactive strategies, ranging from
strategic communication campaigns designed to foster goodwill and
understanding to initiatives that encourage direct exchanges between people'’.

For public diplomacy practices to manifest effectively and robustly, they must
encompass a multitude of facets. Foremost among these is the necessity for
robust communication. Effective public diplomacy necessitates not only
speaking but also attentive listening. It underscores the importance of dialogue,
transformation, and the cultivation of mutual understanding between nations and
their citizens. The ever-evolving landscape of global communication mandates

8 Peter Krause and Stephen Van Evera, ‘Public Diplomacy: Ideas for the War of Ideas’ (2009)
16 (3) Middle East Policy, 109.

®  Ibrahim Kalin, ‘Soft Power and Public Diplomacy in Tiirkiye’ (2011) 16 (3) Perceptions:

Journal of International Affairs 5, 8.

Erhan Dogan, ‘Kamu Diplomasisinin Sundugu Firsatlar ve Kisitlari Uzerine’, in Abdullah

Ozkan and Tuggce Ersoy Oztiirk (eds), Kamu Diplomasisi (Tasam Publications 2012) 13.
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that public diplomacy practitioners remain adaptable to shifting contexts and
adeptly utilize a variety of platforms and channels. Furthermore, public
diplomacy initiatives must exude sincerity and persuasiveness to resonate with
targeted audiences. Authentic policies foster trust and promote enduring
relationships. Additionally, public diplomacy must acknowledge and respect
cultural distinctions. As a subset of public diplomacy, cultural diplomacy is
dedicated to advancing cultural comprehension and collaboration through the
avenues of art, language, and heritage'".

Public diplomacy is currently undergoing significant transformation, influenced
by advances in technology, shifts in geopolitical landscapes, and evolving social
dynamics. In an increasingly interconnected and interactive global environment,
the role of public diplomacy is expanding to include non-state actors and
transnational networks. Furthermore, the emergence of digital platforms and
social media has democratized communication, allowing governments, citizens,
and organizations to engage directly with global audiences. While this presents
valuable opportunities for enhancing public diplomacy, it also raises important
challenges concerning information control, authenticity, and the dissemination
of disinformation.

In an interconnected and interdependent global landscape characterized by the
rapid flow of information and increasingly porous borders, public diplomacy is
emerging as a significant instrument for nations to shape their discourses,
influence perceptions, and cultivate enduring relationships. In the 21st century,
it remains an essential tool for states, enabling them to forge connections,
promote cooperation, and advocate for their interests within a complex and
interlinked world. By adopting innovative strategies and adapting to evolving
challenges, nations are strategically positioning their actions, thereby
recognizing the influential role of public diplomacy in shaping perceptions,
advancing their objectives, and contributing to global peace'?. Currently, the
public diplomacy initiatives undertaken by countries encompass a range of
activities conducted within the international arena. Notably, scientific and
cultural exchange programs, scholarships, academic conferences and congresses,
commercial collaborations, joint endeavors of civil society organizations,

T Nye, 101.
12 Kalmn, 11.
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cultural centers, and the associated activities of these centers prominently feature
as key components of public diplomacy initiatives.

The 21st century, unlike the 20th century we have left behind, is a time when
globalization is nearly complete. Communication and interactions between
countries and societies have accelerated significantly due to technological
advances. In this context, public diplomacy has emerged as a vital policy-making
tool for nations. Countries consider public diplomacy as a key strategy to
legitimize their policies on the international stage. They prioritize public
diplomacy to support and implement the policies they develop. It is important to
note that Tiirkiye has also placed significant emphasis on public diplomacy since
the early years of the 21st century.

Tiirkiye has made significant investments in public diplomacy over the past 20
years, considering it a vital aspect of its foreign policy. Each country develops
its own unique approach to public diplomacy based on various cultural,
geographical, linguistic, economic, and political dynamics. In this context,
Tiirkiye leverages its geographical location, cultural heritage, and historical
background to shape its public diplomacy efforts. Since the 2000s, there has been
a growing acceptance among state bureaucracies and civil society organizations
that these characteristics are effective in enhancing Tiirkiye's public diplomacy
initiatives'®. In response to this situation, the “Public Diplomacy Coordination
Office” was established within the Prime Ministry in 2010, serving as a key
component of the administrative framework at that time.

The establishment of the Public Diplomacy Coordination Office reflects a
commitment to implementing more centralized, professional, and effective
public diplomacy activities. This initiative seeks to streamline efforts that were
previously conducted in a fragmented manner, ensuring that public diplomacy
initiatives are managed in a coordinated way'*. The Public Diplomacy
Coordination Office was established in recognition of the importance Tiirkiye
places on public diplomacy in the international arena. This office, aimed at
enhancing Tiirkiye's public diplomacy capacity, was incorporated into the
Directorate of Communications following Tiirkiye's transition to the Presidential

Oguz Goksu, ‘21. Yiizyillda Tiirkiye’nin Kamu Diplomasisi ve Yumusak Giicii: Yapisi,
Araglar1 ve Mesajlar1’ (2023) 10 (2) Journal of Erciyes Communication 845, 847.

Gonca Yildirim, ‘Tiirkiye Kamu Diplomasisi Koordinatérliigii’niin Faaliyetlerinin Kiiltiirel
Diplomasi Baglaminda Incelenmesi’ (2015) 5 (1) Karadeniz Technical University Journal of
Communication Research 2, 6.
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Government System in July 2018. Efforts to strengthen Tiirkiye's public
diplomacy and to communicate and promote its policies to the global audience
are ongoing through various units within the Directorate of Communications.

The institution, which foresees its mission as “to develop deep and multifaceted
relations with national and international public opinions, decision-making actors
and the media, to ensure qualified representation of Tiirkiye in all areas with all
means and methods of communication and to strengthen the Tiirkiye brand in
this direction™", continues its work to increase Tiirkiye’s public diplomacy
capacity. To augment Tiirkiye's public diplomacy capacity, the Directorate of
Communications has implemented a comprehensive approach employing
diverse communication strategies. These efforts are designed to effectively
promote Tiirkiye's global policies and messages, facilitating their dissemination
across different regions and geographies worldwide. Through this strategic
initiative, the institution seeks to bolster Tiirkiye's influence and visibility on the
international stage'®.

The globalization process has significantly impacted the transformation of
international relations. To influence and direct the international community,
countries are increasingly utilizing public diplomacy alongside traditional
diplomacy in their policy-making processes. Recognizing the importance of
public diplomacy, Tiirkiye emphasizes it in promoting itself on the global stage,
addressing accusations, and tackling various challenges. To -effectively
communicate its presence and position internationally, Tiirkiye leverages both
state and non-state institutions that support its public diplomacy efforts. These
contributions aim to achieve several objectives: accurately informing the
international community, showcasing Tiirkiye's economic and cultural potential,
and sharing the country's perspective on international issues through effective
public diplomacy tools'’.

Public diplomacy is a process carried out by various institutions. Both state-
supported organizations and entirely civil organizations play a role in these
public diplomacy efforts. Public institutions and organizations, along with
publicly supported or civil entities, are encouraged to conduct studies abroad that
enhance Tiirkiye's public diplomacy capacity and increase its prestige in the

Presidency of Communications Directorate, ‘Kurumsal-Vizyon’ accessed 10 August 2024
<https://www.iletisim.gov.tr/turkce/vizyon-misyon#>.

16 Goksu, 857.
17" Goksu, 851.
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international community. These organizations operate in diverse areas and focus
on various subjects. Notable examples include the Turkish Cooperation and
Coordination Agency (TIKA), the Turkish Religious Foundation, the Maarif
Foundation, the Yunus Emre Institute, the Presidency for Turks Abroad and
Related Communities, and the Ankara University National Center for the Sea
and Maritime Law (DEHUKAM). Each of these institutions aims to contribute
to Tiirkiye's public diplomacy capacity by reflecting Tiirkiye's global vision in
the countries where they operate and in the international arena, thus supporting
Tiirkiye's global perspective in the context of public diplomacy.

Tiirkiye, with its rich history and diverse geography, serves as a bridge between
continents and civilizations. In recent years, the country has placed increased
emphasis on public diplomacy to shape its global image, support its national
interests, and promote international cooperation. Over the last two decades,
Tiirkiye has sought a more active role in the international arena, enhancing its
public diplomacy and soft power capabilities. In this context, Tiirkiye
emphasizes its geopolitical significance, historical legacy, and cultural heritage.
Institutions such as the Yunus Emre Institute, TIKA (Turkish Cooperation and
Coordination Agency), and the Presidency for Turks Abroad and Related
Communities have emerged to support public diplomacy efforts in the cultural
realm. Additionally, educational and academic initiatives led by organizations
like the Maarif Foundation contribute to enhancing Tiirkiye’s public diplomacy
capabilities. Furthermore, business associations and humanitarian aid
organizations within civil society play a vital role in strengthening Tirkiye's
public diplomacy. Recently, the activities undertaken by various institutions and
organizations in light of Tiirkiye's geopolitical importance have become
increasingly prominent.

DEHUKAM is one of the leading organizations focused on supporting Tiirkiye’s
rights and policies, particularly in maritime areas. It operates with a research
infrastructure established under Law No. 65508, which aims to support research
institutions. DEHUKAM has bolstered Tiirkiye’s public diplomacy efforts
through its academic programs, conferences, collaborations, and participation in
various organizations. It is important to highlight that DEHUKAM’s research
especially advocates for Tiirkiye’s regional rights and interests in maritime
zones, in line with the Blue Homeland policy. The organization functions as a

18 Official Gazette dated 10/7/2014 and numbered 29056.
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strategic institution that articulates and explains Tiirkiye’s policies on a global
scale.

Public diplomacy is crucial for Tiirkiye as it seeks to advance its interests, bolster
its international standing, and promote global cooperation. The country aims to
showcase its cultural heritage, economic strength, and rights on both regional
and global stages through a comprehensive public diplomacy agenda. In an
increasingly complex and dynamic global relations environment, Tiirkiye's
commitment to effective public diplomacy remains essential for shaping its
future role and influence worldwide. Various institutions and organizations will
continue to enhance Tiirkiye’s contributions to public diplomacy. Among these,
DEHUKAM holds a particularly important and strategic position. As nations
compete for maritime influence, DEHUKAM's international research—
especially in maritime law and policies—plays a vital role in Tiirkiye’s public
diplomacy efforts. Evaluating DEHUKAM and its activities in the context of
public diplomacy will significantly contribute to the understanding and
development of this field.

II. ANKARA UNIVERSITY NATIONAL CENTER FOR THE SEA AND
MARITIME LAW (DEHUKAM): MISSION AND ACTIVITIES

1. Mission and Operation of DEHUKAM

Tiirkiye occupies a significant position in the region due to its strategic
geopolitical location and extensive maritime boundaries. Its unique status as a
nation surrounded by seas enhances its importance on the international stage. As
a maritime country, Tiirkiye prioritizes the development of its naval capabilities
and maritime policies, particularly in relation to global affairs. These maritime
policies are crafted with the objectives of safeguarding national interests,
efficiently managing maritime resources, and ensuring security at sea. It is
essential that these policies are implemented in accordance with international
cooperation and respect for international law. Recently, Tiirkiye has established
key policies addressing critical issues such as energy resources, migration
security, and maritime defense. To ensure the acceptance and legitimacy of these
initiatives within the international community, Tiirkiye places a strong emphasis
on the principles of international maritime law. As a result, the significance of

19 Ankara University National Center for the Sea and Maritime Law (DEHUKAM), ‘2023 Yili
Faaliyet Raporu” (2024) <https://www.dehukam.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/2023-Y ili-
Faaliyet-Raporu.pdf> accessed 5 August 2024.
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research and studies in the fields of maritime law and politics is increasingly
recognized, reflecting Tiirkiye's growing influence in maritime matters®.

The “Turkish National Marine Research Strategy Document (TUDAS),”
accepted by the Council of Ministers in 2014, highlights the importance of
strengthening Tiirkiye's capabilities in maritime law?'. An important step was
taken with the TUDAS document to enhance the human resource capacity
needed in this field. In line with this initiative, DEHUKAM was established in
2015 under Ankara University to train the necessary human resources and
contribute to Tiirkiye's maritime law and policies. In 2020, DEHUKAM gained
national center status under the name of Ankara University National Center for
the Sea and Maritime Law. Its mission is to foster the development of Turkish
maritime law and policy by conducting scientific research, training experts in
these areas, providing consultancy to relevant institutions, organizing national
and international symposiums, and collaborating with domestic and international
public institutions, organizations, and both individuals and legal entities®*.

DEHUKAM plays a pivotal role in addressing a significant gap within Tiirkiye's
maritime landscape. The center is dedicated to advancing Tiirkiye's contributions
to maritime law and politics on an international scale, aligning closely with the
nation's broader global vision. By engaging in studies of maritime law,
DEHUKAM pursues strategic objectives that include advocating for Tiirkiye
through effective lobbying efforts with influential individuals and organizations
in this field. These initiatives are essential for strengthening Tiirkiye's capacity
for public diplomacy. DEHUKAM complements its strategic mission with a
robust portfolio of national and international academic activities, aimed at
promoting Tiirkiye’s maritime law policies and enhancing their legitimacy on
the global stage®.

Upon examination of its initiatives, it is evident that DEHUKAM engages in a
diverse array of national and international activities within the realm of maritime
law and policies. Noteworthy among these efforts are academic meetings,
publications, research projects, and collaborations across borders. For instance,

20 DEHUKAM, ‘DEHUKAM Hakkinda’  <https://www.dehukam.org/kurulus-dayanagi/>
accessed 15 August 2024.

2l Official Gazette dated 2/10/2014 and numbered 29137.
22 DEHUKAM, ‘DEHUKAM Hakkinda’ <https://www.dehukam.org/> accessed 5 August 2024.

23 DEHUKAM, <2021 Yili Faaliyet Raporu’ (2022) <https://www.dehukam.org/wp-
content/uploads/2023/10/2021-Yili-Faaliyet-Raporu.pdf> accessed 5 August 2024.
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DEHUKAM has produced 91 peer-reviewed academic publications between
2021 and 2023 that pertain to maritime law and policy issues. These scholarly
contributions, encompassing books, articles, and postgraduate theses, aim to
enrich the existing literature on maritime law both in Tiirkiye and globally. In
addition to these academic contributions, providing opinions and information on
maritime law and policies to relevant institutions and universities in the public
bureaucracy is also one of DEHUKAM's important activities. DEHUKAM,
which sees these activities as part of its duties and responsibilities, has also
undertaken missions such as “providing consultancy to relevant institutions and
organizations regarding current or potential maritime law issues within the scope
of the duty carried out in relation to the rights, basic interests and benefits of our
State in all areas related to the sea, and providing opinions in the administrative
and political structures of these institutions”.

2. Activities of DEHUKAM

In recent years, Tiirkiye has increasingly prioritized the development of maritime
law and policies. In this context, institutions such as DEHUKAM play a pivotal
role in supporting the nation's strategic objectives. Contributions from civil
society and publicly supported organizations significantly enhance the
promotion of Tiirkiye’s policies, particularly on the international stage.
DEHUKAM, as a prominent entity in this landscape, is committed to making
substantial advancements in maritime law and policy through both its national
initiatives and international engagements. These undertakings can be categorized
as forms of public diplomacy, which positively enhance Tiirkiye's overall
capacity in this domain. Specifically, DEHUKAM's efforts to promote Turkish
maritime law and policies on the global platform are noteworthy; they involve
collaboration with various stakeholders, including individuals and institutions
dedicated to maritime law. The scope of these activities is comprehensive,
encompassing global partnerships, the organization of training programs, and
active participation in international conferences and scientific forums®.

DEHUKAM has established collaborations with numerous international
institutions, organizations, and universities to advance its initiatives in the
domains of maritime law and politics. These partnerships signify DEHUKAM's

24 DEHUKAM, ‘2023 Yili Faaliyet Raporu” (2024) <https://www.dehukam.org/wp-
content/uploads/2024/07/2023-Y ili-Faaliyet-Raporu.pdf> accessed 5 August 2024.

2> DEHUKAM, <2022 Yili Faaliyet Raporu’ (2023) <https://www.dehukam.org/wp-
content/uploads/2023/10/2022-Y ili-Faaliyet-Raporu.pdf> accessed 5 August 2024.
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commitment to fostering the exchange of knowledge and expertise within the
maritime law sector, thereby enhancing Tiirkiye's global stature in this field.
Furthermore, DEHUKAM's active participation in international scientific events
and conferences underscores its ongoing efforts to articulate Tiirkiye's maritime
legal framework and policies on the global stage?®. Additionally, DEHUKAM is
engaged in educational endeavors internationally, aiming to augment the global
knowledge capacity of various nations regarding maritime law and politics. This
is achieved through the provision of training programs both abroad and within
public institutions in Tiirkiye.

The activities of DEHUKAM, particularly in the international context, can be
systematically categorized under three primary headings. Firstly, DEHUKAM is
actively engaged in the organization of scientific events and conferences that
convene leading experts and prominent figures in the field. These initiatives
focus on advancing studies related to maritime law and global maritime policies.
DEHUKAM organizes international symposiums and conferences and hosts
experts in maritime law from around the world in these events. A notable
example of this endeavor is the “46th COLP Safe, Secure and Sustainable
Shipping” conference, which was hosted by DEHUKAM in collaboration with
significant partners such as the International Maritime Law Institute (IMLI) —
the United Nations’ maritime law institute — and the World Maritime University.
Furthermore, DEHUKAM organized the “Current Developments in
International Maritime Law Symposium” in Montenegro. This event, which
represents a critical component of DEHUKAM’s international activities, was
conducted with the support of the Turkish Law Platform and in cooperation with
various esteemed organizations, including UMIP, MIMA, ANCORS, ICOG,
IME, and the US Naval War College”’.

DEHUKAM is involved in various international studies and prepares numerous
projects while providing consultancy to both local and international institutions
and organizations. A significant focus of DEHUKAM's activities is conducting
international projects. One notable initiative, supported by TUBITAK, aims to
establish the legal infrastructure necessary for Tiirkiye to gain “consultant
country” status within the Antarctic Treaty System. This project is designed to

26 DEHUKAM, ‘2023 Y1l Faaliyet Raporu’, 30.

27 DEHUKAM, ‘DEHUKAM Activities’ <https://www.dehukam.org/2022/11/21/uluslararasi-
deniz-hukukunda-guncel-gelismeler-sempozyumu/> accessed 16 August 2024.
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enhance and advance Tiirkiye's scientific research and information sharing
related to Antarctica®®.

International initiatives focusing on maritime law and policies hold significant
relevance due to their potential regional and global implications. In this regard,
the establishment of the Mediterranean Climate Change Research Center
(AIDAM) in Istanbul represents a noteworthy advancement in international
maritime studies. This center is set to commence its operations under the
auspices of DEHUKAM, highlighting its importance in both regional and global
contexts. The initiative was initially proposed at the 22nd Conference of the
Parties (COP 22) to the Barcelona Convention. It is poised to progress with
backing from the Ministry of Environment, Urbanization and Climate Change,
in conjunction with the supportive stance of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The
project aims to establish a regional activity center addressing climate change,
which will be integrated within the United Nations framework and hosted by
Tiirkiye, in alignment with the goals of the Convention for the Protection of the
Mediterranean Sea against Pollution (Barcelona Convention)?®. Furthermore, it
is important to note that numerous similar prestigious projects are currently
underway within the DEHUKAM framework.

In addition to its international engagements, DEHUKAM actively represents
Tiirkiye by participating in globally organized events featuring its own experts
in maritime law and maritime policies. To date, DEHUKAM has participated in
62 scientific educational and research activities at both national and international
levels. These endeavors significantly contribute to the formulation of Tiirkiye's
policies concerning maritime law and politics, as well as facilitate the
dissemination of Tiirkiye’s policies within the international community and the
exchange of information regarding Tiirkiye’s stance on various issues. Notably,
DEHUKAM has been involved as an observer in key organizations such as the
23rd Conference of the Parties to the Barcelona Convention and the United
Nations Environment Program Mediterranean Action Plan Focal Points Meeting,

28 Seda Tolmag, ‘Tiirkiye'nin Antarktika'da "damgman iilke" statiisii kazanmasi icin proje
gelistirildi’, Anadolu Agency (23.02.2024) <https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/bilim-teknoloji/-
turkiyenin-antarktikada-danisman-ulke-statusu-kazanmasi-icin-proje-gelistirildi/3145619#>.

2 Giilseli Kenarli, ‘Akdeniz igin en kapsamli iklim degisikligi merkezi Istanbul'da kurulacak’,
Anadolu Agency (17.12.2023) <https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/yesilhat/bilim/akdeniz-icin-en-
kapsamli-iklim-degisikligi-merkezi-istanbulda-kurulacak/1821997>.
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functioning in collaboration with the United Nations Environment Program
(UNEP)™.

3. An Evaluation of DEHUKAM's Activities

When examining DEHUKAM's activities, one of the most striking aspects is the
strategic importance of its field of work. Considering the increasing global
attention countries are giving to maritime and water policies, DEHUKAM’s role
as a specialized center in the sea and maritime law and policies is invaluable for
defending Tiirkiye’s rights over national and international maritime zones in the
Aegean, Mediterranean, and Black Sea regions. Moreover, its capacity to
formulate and present policies in the fields of sea and maritime law and policies
is noteworthy. Additionally, DEHUKAM's collaborations with specialized
international organizations, including the United Nations, enhance its global
visibility and underscore Tiirkiye’s commitment to sea and maritime law and
policies on the international stage. These factors collectively emerge as strategic
contributions to Tiirkiye’s public diplomacy and international recognition.

One of the critical factors that elevate the value of research centers today is the
production of high-quality academic publications, symposiums, and projects
within their fields of expertise. In this context, DEHUKAM's recent national and
international academic endeavors, educational programs, internships, and
projects have significantly contributed to the field both nationally and
internationally. Simultaneously, these efforts have enhanced DEHUKAM's level
of expertise in sea and maritime law and policies. The continuation of various
academic initiatives, such as LLM and PhD programs supported by DEHUKAM,
reflects the center’s substantial contribution to academia. At this point, it is
essential to highlight the center’s role in fostering a specialized human resource
pool in sea maritime law and policies as one of the critical outcomes of these
processes.

From a global perspective, the increasing intensity of disputes over maritime
areas, maritime trade security, climate change, and marine pollution has been
particularly noticeable in recent years. In this regard, DEHUKAM, with its
expert staff, collaborations, and extensive network, holds the potential to develop
projects, establish new partnerships, and contribute to global processes on these

30 DEHUKAM, ‘DEHUKAM Duyurular’ <https://www.dehukam.org/2023/12/10/dehukam-
birlesmis-milletler-cevre-programi-akdeniz-eylem-plani-unep-map-partneri-oldu/> accessed
16 August 2024.
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topics. Tirkiye’s geopolitical position, in particular, offers DEHUKAM
numerous opportunities to engage with neighboring and regional countries on
sea and maritime law and policies. DEHUKAM'’s specialized staff and inherent
potential provide opportunities for regional peacebuilding and conflict resolution
related to maritime issues for a country like Tiirkiye, surrounded on three sides
by seas. In this context, the center's ability to unlock its potential and utilize it in
its activities will bring numerous opportunities both for Tiirkiye and for
DEHUKAM itself.

While DEHUKAM's specialization in sea and maritime law and policies presents
numerous opportunities, it is crucial to address certain challenges that must be
overcome to ensure the sustainability of its activities. Achieving sustainable
financial independence and increasing capacity stand out as primary concerns.
For an internationally active center, one of the most critical factors is a
sustainable financial structure. Although DEHUKAM’s current financial
structure, supported by public funds, projects, and partnerships, ensures
sustainability for now, it is also evident that a more secure and sustainable
financial model must be established for the future. The center needs to develop
more permanent financial solutions to achieve financial independence, which
should be seen as a vital issue for its development, the establishment of a lasting
and sustainable institutional structure, and its continuity. Such permanent
financial solutions would eliminate the risk of financial difficulties, making the
center more sustainable and confident.

Another important aspect of DEHUKAM’s activities is the necessity of
enhancing its existing capacity. The rapidly expanding topics and studies in sea
and maritime law and policies present challenges. In this context, DEHUKAM
may face difficulties in meeting the growing national and international demands.
Its current capacity may not be sufficient to capitalize on emerging cooperation
and joint activity opportunities in the future. Expanding its human resources,
financial capabilities, and physical facilities, as well as integrating itself into the
recent wave of digital-technological innovations, is crucial for the center’s
development and for carrying out activities on a larger scale.

The field of sea and maritime law and policies, in which DEHUKAM operates,
is a specialized area open to continuous new developments. Collaborating and
engaging in joint efforts with international institutions working in the same field
inherently brings competition. Institutions operating in niche areas like sea and
maritime law and policies may strive for greater acceptance of their missions and
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visions. At this point, increasing competition among institutions in the field
could potentially impact DEHUKAM's activities negatively. Furthermore, such
competition, combined with potential international criticism or misinterpretation
of Tiirkiye’s regional and global maritime policies, could also adversely affect
the center's operations.

In today’s world, where Tiirkiye’s maritime power policies are gaining strategic
importance both globally and regionally, DEHUKAM has the potential to play a
critical role in the field of sea and maritime law and policies. Combining its
strengths with emerging opportunities, improving its weaknesses, and
minimizing potential threats will enable DEHUKAM to develop more effective
strategies. All these efforts will allow the center to serve as a more impactful
actor in public diplomacy, particularly by sharing Tiirkiye’s sea and maritime
policies with the international community and contributing to a more effective
public diplomacy framework.

III. DEHUKAM'S CONTRIBUTION TO TURKISH PUBLIC
DIPLOMACY

Tiirkiye's status as a significant maritime power is attributed to its strategic
geographical position, which underscores the importance of its rights, policies,
security measures, and diplomatic initiatives in the maritime domain for the
safeguarding of its national interests. The articulation of Tiirkiye's maritime
rights and policies has gained prominence in recent years, particularly through
the adoption of the Blue Homeland doctrine. This doctrine emphasizes Tiirkiye's
commitment to defending its maritime policies within the framework of
international maritime law in the global arena. In this context, Tirkiye
formulates its maritime policies, especially concerning maritime jurisdiction
areas, in accordance with international law. The primary objectives of these
policies include the protection of maritime rights in critical regions such as the
Black Sea, the Aegean Sea, and the Eastern Mediterranean, securing vital
maritime trade routes, and advancing the development of the maritime sector.
Key components of these policies encompass the modernization of naval forces
and the enhancement of maritime security within the region. Additionally,
Tiirkiye's economic strategies related to maritime affairs involve the
development of maritime trade and the enhancement of port infrastructure, which
are integral to its maritime policy framework. Public diplomacy plays a crucial
role in articulating and defending these policies, as well as in facilitating their
communication to other nations, international institutions, and organizations
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grounded in international law. In this regard, Tirkiye actively employs public
diplomacy to convey its legitimate maritime demands and policies, aiming to
foster accurate understanding among the international community and mitigate
the potential for misinformation. Notably, the efforts of DEHUKAM are
particularly significant in contributing to Tiirkiye's public diplomacy within the
international arena, reinforcing its position and clarifying its interests concerning
maritime issues.

1. Scientific and Academic Activities

DEHUKAM engages in comprehensive academic and scientific research in the
domain of maritime law and policies, while also facilitating related studies.
These endeavors, undertaken at both national and international levels, seek to
generate and disseminate knowledge pertinent to the maritime sector. To this
end, DEHUKAM collaborates with scholars and experts from various
disciplines, fostering interdisciplinary research and academic discourse on
maritime law and policies. The investigations conducted within DEHUKAM
contribute to profound analyses in the field, encouraging multifaceted
discussions on pertinent issues from diverse perspectives.

The research undertaken by DEHUKAM not only enhances the existing
literature on maritime law and policies within Tiirkiye and the international
sphere, but it also serves to bolster Tiirkiye's discourses on these matters. These
studies lend support to Tiirkiye's international posture regarding its current
maritime policies and facilitate the dissemination and advocacy of Tiirkiye's
perspectives within the realm of global public opinion. In this context, such
research plays a significant role in advancing Tiirkiye's efforts in public
diplomacy through both scientific inquiry and academic discourse®".

The scholarly endeavors undertaken by DEHUKAM include notable
symposiums, workshops, and conferences focused on maritime law and policies,
which are conducted on an international scale. These events typically involve
collaboration with global stakeholders and serve to disseminate knowledge to
the academic community while facilitating discourse on contemporary
developments in maritime law and policy frameworks. Furthermore,
DEHUKAM actively supports postgraduate research at the Ankara University
Institute of Social Sciences, particularly in the area of maritime law and policies.

31 DEHUKAM, ‘DEHUKAM Faaliyetler’ <https://www.dehukam.org/akademik-etkinlikler/>
accessed 16 August 2024.
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It promotes the publication of theses produced within this domain to ensure their
contribution to the broader academic literature is recognized and accessible to
the public. Additionally, high-quality research conducted in this field is
subsequently published as articles in DEHUKAM’s peer-reviewed journal,
thereby contributing to the advancement of scholarship in maritime law.

DEHUKAM prioritizes the internationalization of its research efforts, ensuring
accessibility for global participants involved in its studies. The organization aims
to address legal and political challenges within the maritime sector through the
development of targeted research initiatives, while simultaneously raising
awareness of these critical issues in the international arena. In the execution of
these activities, DEHUKAM serves as Tiirkiye's representative in maritime
affairs and conducts research that aligns with and supports the nation’s strategic
maritime policies. It is important to underscore that DEHUKAM's scientific and
academic endeavors enhance Tiirkiye’s public diplomacy capabilities, thereby
facilitating a clearer articulation of the country’s perspectives and positions to
the global audience®.

2. Projects and Collaborations

DEHUKAM plays a significant role in advancing Tiirkiye's public diplomacy,
particularly through its various international activities. Notably, the organization
engages in international project development and fosters new collaborations with
global partners, institutions, and organizations. These endeavors enhance the
visibility and recognition of DEHUKAM within the international arena.
Furthermore, DEHUKAM’s initiatives related to maritime law and policies not
only provide essential financial resources to ensure the sustainability of its
activities but also contribute to the establishment of a robust international
network. This framework allows DEHUKAM to effectively communicate
Tiirkiye's perspectives to diverse stakeholders and institutions. A key project in
this regard is the initiative developed in collaboration with the Erasmus+
Cooperation Partnership, which also acknowledges DEHUKAM'’s status as a
research center.

The awareness project is designed to enhance young people's understanding of
the impacts of climate change in the Mediterranean region and to motivate them
to actively engage in efforts to combat this pressing issue. This international
initiative will be implemented in collaboration with several partners, including

32 DEHUKAM, ‘2023 Y1l Faaliyet Raporu’, 25.
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DEHUKAM, Dokuz Eylil University Institute of Marine Sciences and
Technologies, the Federazione Internazionale per lo Sviluppo Sostenibile e la
Lotta alla Poverta nel Mediterraneo Mar Nero (FISPMED, Spain), the Priority
Actions Programme Regional Activity Centre (PAP/RAC, Croatia), and the
Fundaci6 Privada Universitat Abat Oliba CEU (Spain). The project's focus will
be on addressing the primary challenges confronting the Mediterranean
ecosystem and developing innovative strategies to mitigate these issues with the
active participation of youth aged 18-30 from the partner countries*>. Initiatives
like this, executed by DEHUKAM, significantly contribute to Tiirkiye's regional
and global marine policy frameworks in the sphere of public diplomacy. Given
the scarcity of institutions in Tiirkiye specializing in maritime law and policy,
the importance of the research conducted by DEHUKAM cannot be overstated.

DEHUKAM plays a significant role in advancing Tiirkiye's public diplomacy
initiatives by engaging in international collaborations and executing diverse
global projects. DEHUKAM forms partnerships by connecting with universities,
civil society organizations, public institutions, and groups working on maritime
law and policies across different continents and regions. Through these
collaborative efforts, DEHUKAM undertakes a range of projects and activities
that not only enhance the visibility of its operations in multiple countries but also
facilitate the international recognition of Tiirkiye's commitment to maritime law
and policies.

When we focus on some of the institutions and organizations that DEHUKAM
cooperates with regarding maritime law and maritime policies, the first
institutions that draw our attention are the University of Virginia, the Spanish
Maritime Institute and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of El
Salvador’®. An illustrative example of collaborative efforts can be found in the
“Cooperation Protocol in the Field of Maritime Law” established between the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of El Salvador and the National
Center for the Sea and Maritime Law (DEHUKAM) at Ankara University. This
protocol, signed by Minister of Foreign Affairs Mevliit Cavusoglu on behalf of
DEHUKAM in January 2022, represents a significant partnership aimed at
enhancing DEHUKAM's international research initiatives. The agreement also

33 DEHUKAM, ‘DEHUKAM Duyurular’ <https://www.dehukam.org/2024/09/11/dehukam-
ulusal-ajans-tayim-saglanan-erasmus-ka220-you-cagrisi-kapsaminda-hibe-almaya-hak-
kazandi/> accessed 16 September 2024.

3% DEHUKAM, ‘DEHUKAM {s birlikleri’ <https://www.dehukam.org/uluslararasi-isbirlikleri/>
accessed 16 August 2024.
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seeks to facilitate the transfer of El Salvador's international judicial expertise
regarding the delimitation of maritime boundaries to DEHUKAM?*.

DEHUKAM aims to increase its capacity on the one hand, through its
collaborations with both governments and international institutions and
organizations in the field of maritime law, while on the other hand, contribute to
Tiirkiye's perspective on maritime law and maritime policies. It also establishes
contacts with the embassies of many countries in Tiirkiye and performs studies
on maritime law and policy cooperation with those countries®®. In the current
conjuncture where maritime dominance and policies are increasingly gaining
importance globally, it can be suggested that these collaborations carried out by
DEHUKAM will have an significant policy-supporting role in Turkish foreign
policy in the medium and long term, especially in terms of maritime policies.

3. Policy Recommendations and Representation

DEHUKAM is at the forefront of centers that conduct intensive studies on
maritime law and maritime policies in Tiirkiye. One of the elements that make
DEHUKAM important for our country is that it produces policies on maritime
law and maritime policies and shares these policies with various institutions and
organizations. Providing suggestions to institutions and organizations on
maritime law and maritime policies is one of its most important areas of activity.
DEHUKAM provides information, opinions and suggestions to these institutions
and organizations in line with its capabilities and capacities on maritime issues.
At this point, it should be emphasized that this policy production and sharing
process of DEHUKAM is quite strategic and important for Tiirkiye.

Tiirkiye, which is surrounded on three sides by water and has strategic policies
regarding the seas, needs the support of organizations such as DEHUKAM for
its maritime policies that it will put forward on international platforms. At this
point, it is seen that DEHUKAM operates as an institution that provides
significant support for Tiirkiye’s policies regarding maritime areas and
contributes to Tiirkiye’s public diplomacy in this area with the information and
suggestions it provides. In particular, the center’s research and reports guide

35 DEHUKAM, ‘DEHUKAM Announcements’
<https://www.dehukam.org/2022/01/21/merkezimiz-ile-el-salvador-cumhuriyeti-disisleri-
bakanligi-arasinda-deniz-hukuku-alaninda-isbirligi-protokolu/> accessed 16 September 2024.

36 DEHUKAM, “Visits’ <https://www.dehukam.org/ziyaretler/> accessed 16 August 2024.
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policy makers on the sustainable management of the seas and the organization
of international maritime relations®’.

DEHUKAM plays a significant role in enhancing Tiirkiye's contributions to
diplomacy, particularly through its initiatives in maritime law and maritime
policy studies. By engaging with foreign delegations and missions, DEHUKAM
bolsters Tiirkiye's diplomatic capabilities through the exchange of insights on
international maritime law and policy frameworks. As an academic institution
representing Tiirkiye, DEHUKAM actively participates in numerous academic
conferences focused on international maritime law and policies. In doing so, it
aids in advancing the recognition of Tiirkiye's maritime policies on the global
stage. Furthermore, DEHUKAM effectively communicates Tiirkiye's maritime
policies to international stakeholders involved in these organizations.

In addition to its engagement with various organizations, DEHUKAM supports
Tiirkiye’s initiatives in maritime affairs by collaborating with representatives,
delegations, and foreign missions from diverse regions around the globe. The
DEHUKAM headquarters in Ankara attracts numerous international visitors,
including country representatives, ambassadors, and delegations. During these
visits, DEHUKAM shares insights regarding its operations, engages in
discussions pertaining to international maritime law and policy, and delivers
various presentations. These interactions facilitate the explanation of Tiirkiye’s
maritime policies to foreign delegations and disseminate information regarding
Tiirkiye’s overarching global maritime policy vision, particularly the concept of
the Blue Homeland. The international visits to DEHUKAM are crucial, as they
provide a platform for articulating Tiirkiye’s maritime strategies to
representatives from various continents, regions, and countries™.

37 DEHUKAM, <2023 Yili Faaliyet Raporu’ (2024) <https://www.dehukam.org/wp-
content/uploads/2024/07/2023-Y ili-Faaliyet-Raporu.pdf> accessed 5 August 2024.

3% DEHUKAM, ‘Ziyaretler’ <https://www.dehukam.org/ziyaretler/> accessed 16 August 2024.
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Table 1: The Distribution of DEHUKAM’s Activities Contributing to Public
Diplomacy

54

Educational
Activities

Collaborations

Academic Publications

Policy Recommendations



CALISKAN 55

Table 2: Examples of some of DEHUKAM's international work contributing to
public diplomacy?’

e “The Symposium on Free and Open
Seas” (2024)

e  “Recent Developments in Transport and
Insurance Law” (2024)

SCIENTIFIC-ACADEMIC e  “Rule of Law from the Sea and Maritime

ACTIVITIES Law Perspective” (2024)

e International Maritime Law Summer
Academy (2024)

e Scientific  articles  published in
DEHUKAM Journal

e  “Participation to Clean Mediterranean
Sea” Project (2020)

e  “46th Annual Conference on Oceans
Law & Policy “Safe, Secure and
Sustainable Shipping” Project (2023)

e  “Post-Graduate Research Conference on
International Sea and Maritime Law”
Project (2023)

PROJECTS e “Capacity Building in  Marine
Environmental Law within the Scope of
the Barcelona Convention and Other
International Documents” Project (2023)

e  FErasmust+ Kl154-YOU “The Role of
Youth in Tirkiye’s Marine Climate
Strategy” (2024)

e FErasmust KA220-YOU  “Climate
Change Awareness in the Mediterranean
through the Eyes of Youth” (2024)

3 DEHUKAM “FAALIYETLER” <https://www.dehukam.org/kurulus-dayanagi/> accessed 20
August 2024.
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e  Collaboration with IMO International
Maritime Law Institute in the Field of
Maritime Law (2018)

e Collaboration on Maritime Law with
Virginia University Center for Oceans
Law and Policy (2016)

e  Collaboration with the Spanish Maritime

COLLABORATIONS Institute (Instituto Maritimo Espafiol) in
the Field of Maritime Law (2019)

e  Cooperation with the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of the Republic of El Salvador in
the Field of Maritime Law (2022)

e Oth Our Ocean Conference (2024)

e Capacity Building Program for
Personnel of the Republic of Congo and
the Republic of Cabo Verde (2024)

e 15th Meeting of the Parties to the United
Nations Convention on Biological
Diversity (7 December 2022 - 19
December 2022, Montreal)

e Barcelona Convention 93rd Bureau
Meeting (30 November-1 December
2022, Thessaloniki)

DELEGATIONS e  27th Meeting of the Parties to the
United Nations Framework Convention
on Climate Change (6 November - 18
November 2022, Sharm el Sheikh)

e  Mutual visits of country delegations

e  Antalya Diplomacy Forum (March 1-
March 3, 2024, Antalya)

e  Visits of Ambassadors
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CONCLUSION

The old phrase “He who rules the seas rules the world”*’, attributed to Barbaros
Hayrettin Pasha, a key navigator during the Ottoman Empire's rise, is undeniably
relevant in the 21st century. In the context of recent global developments and
intensifying competition among nations, international maritime law and
maritime policy have become crucial fields. Countries that seek to assert their
power on the global stage rigorously develop strategic policies concerning
maritime territories. Tiirkiye, as a nation bordered by seas on three sides, actively
shapes and implements strategic policies that address both its coastal waters and
the expansive global maritime arena.

Regional and global maritime policies, particularly the Blue Homeland doctrine,
constitute significant components of Tiirkiye’s contemporary foreign policy
framework. In pursuing the Blue Homeland projection, Tirkiye seeks to
safeguard its maritime rights and interests along its coastlines while
simultaneously contributing to global maritime security and peace, with a
particular focus on critical trade routes. In this context, public diplomacy
emerges as a crucial priority for Tiirkiye, as it serves as a fundamental instrument
for articulating and advocating national policies, facilitating dialogue in the
international arena, and shaping global public perceptions in favor of those
policies. The activities undertaken by the Ankara University National Center for
the Sea and Maritime Law (DEHUKAM), which engages in both national and
international research on maritime law and policies, are pivotal public diplomacy
initiatives that bolster Tiirkiye’s regional and global maritime strategies.

DEHUKAM represents one of the unique institutions in Tiirkiye dedicated to the
examination of international maritime law and maritime policies. Its research
and activities significantly enhance Tiirkiye's capacity for public diplomacy. The
scientific and academic contributions of DEHUKAM are recognized as vital
both nationally and internationally within the field. The organization’s global
engagement and visibility are further amplified through diverse projects and
collaborative efforts. Notably, DEHUKAM’s initiatives, particularly those with
international implications, serve as essential components of public diplomacy.
These endeavors facilitate the dissemination of Tiirkiye’s perspectives on

40 Bahriye Institute, ‘““Denizlere Hakim Olan Cihana Hakim Olur” Séziinii Kim Séylemistir?’

<https://bahriyeenstitusu.org/2017/05/30/denizlere-hakim-olan-cihana-hakim-olur-sozunu-
kim-soylemistir/> accessed 20 August 2024.
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international maritime law and policies, thereby informing global public opinion
and articulating Tiirkiye’s stance on these critical issues.

DEHUKAM's engagement in international academic conferences as a
representative of Tirkiye facilitates interactions with foreign delegations and
embassies, enabling the dissemination of Tiirkiye’s perspectives on maritime law
and policies from an academic standpoint. These activities can be construed as
significant public diplomacy efforts. It is essential to underscore that
DEHUKAM’s endeavors, particularly on the international stage, should be
viewed as strategic public diplomacy initiatives undertaken on behalf of Tiirkiye.
In the context of the intensifying competition and geopolitical dynamics
concerning maritime interests both regionally and globally, DEHUKAM's
initiatives in the realm of maritime law and policies serve not only as a public
diplomacy endeavor but also as a crucial mechanism for presenting Tiirkiye's
viewpoints and policies to the international community.
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