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THE VISION OF MU’TAZILA ON VALUES OF THINGS AND THE IMPACT OF ITS
ABSENCE ON CONTEMPORARY ISLAMIC THOUGHT
Abstract
This research, “the Vision of Mu’tazila on Values of Things and the Impact of its Absence on
Contemporary Islamic Thought,” consists of a preface that introduces the Mu’tazila, the Mind,
and the Islamic Thought and four issues; the first deals with the Mutazila’s position on the values
of things, the second addresses the Ash’ari position on the values of things and in the Third, the
evidences of each are presented; while the Fourth question is specified for the impact of absence of
Mu’tazila’s vision on contemporary Islamic thought.
The essence of this topic, which have been traditionally studied by kalam and jurisprudence under
the heading “asserting good and evil for intelligibles”, is that the Mu’tazila claim the value of
an action -whether positive or negative- lies in itself and its nature, not due to the command or

prohibition. Thus, every action has in itself a good or an evil side and among the things stationary
in mind is to know the good as good and the evil as evil and as well the to know the necessity of

e-mail: abosherko@hotmail.comeiibu Gl all & <ali 3155055 dS



solaadl LN S Ll s oLaN1 o8 Ul &) 263

keeping the self away from any known or estimated harm. Therefore, the intellect is the ultimate
keep for the code of accountability. Whereas, the role of Shari’a is in the premise of the faith, the
unseen and juridical issues that are unintelligible, explaining the status of the action. According to
their rule in valuing things, i.e. good and evil of intelligibles, in terms of a contemporary problem, it
is the duty of the researcher to initiate studying the nature of this problem using his reasoning faculty
that distinguishes good from bad and beneficial from harmful, which Allah has entrusted to him/her,
and to bring up the judgement according to the reasoning, not to study firstly whether the Sharia has
interfered or not, such as in the issue of slaughtering animals.

As for the Ash’ara and the Sunnis in general, excluding Hanafi-Maturidis in some specific cases,
they deny that any action essentially has a value which makes it as necessitating cause for an
objective judgement that is applicable by every agent. Their opinion is as Sayyidd Sharif Jurjani
said, “If the case of command and prohibition became reversed, then the good would become the
opposite, the evil.”

I have found out that the reason behind the backwardness of Islamic Jurisprudence in becoming a
leading role in world civilization lies in driving the intellect away of independently assessing the
value of events, and restricting the source for valuing everything, including even the social and ever-
changing worldly issues to the Scripture.

MU’TEZIiLE’NiN ESYANIN ZATi DEGERINE DAIR GORUSLERI VE BUNUN MODERN
ISLAM DUSUNCESINDE GOZARDI EDILMESININ SONUCLARI

0z

“Mu‘tezile’nin Esyanin Zati Degerine Dair Goriisleri ve Bunun Modern Islam Diisiincesinde
Gozardi Edilmesinin Sonuglari” bashkli bu galigma; Mu‘tezile, akil, Islam diisiincesinin tammiyla
ilgili girig ve dort bolimden olugmaktadir. Birinci bolim: Mu‘tezile nin egyanin zati degerine bakisi,
ikinci boliim; Es‘arflerin konuya iliskin goriisleri, {iciincii boliim; Mu‘tezile ve Esari mezheplerinin
esyanin iyilik-kotiiligi hakkindaki goriislerinin delilleri, dordiincii bolim ise Mu‘tezile goriisiiniin
modern Islam diisiincesinde dikkate alinmamasinin sonuglariyla ilgilidir.

Bukonu,6zetle gelenekte Fikih ve Kelam disiplinleri biinyesinde “akilcilarin hiisiin-kubuh meselesine
bakis1” bagligr altinda incelenmistir. Mu‘tezile, bir fiilin iyilik ve kotiiliik bakimindan degerinin
o fiilin zat1 ve mahiyetiyle ilgili oldugu (Allah/din tarafindan) emredildigi i¢in iyi, yasaklandigi
icin kotii olmadig1 kanaatindedir. Yani her bir fiilin, iyilik ve kotiiliigii, mahiyetinde bulunan zati
niteligiyle ilgilidir. Egyanin mahiyetinde var olan bu niteligi akilla anlagilabilir; dolayisiyla esyadaki
iyilik ve kotiiliik vasfi akilla bilinebilir. Kiginin yakini veya zanni bilgiyle, kendisi igin zararli olan1
bilebilir. Teklif/sorumluluk nedeni akildir. Serfatin gorevi; akilla anlagilamayan imani, gaybi ve
seri® konularla ilgi hiikiim ortaya koymak, manasi akilla anlagilabilen meseleler konusunda ise yeni
bir hiikiim getirmekten ziyade onu teyid etmektir. Bu ikinci segenekte Mu‘tezile’ye gore hiikiim,
bizzat fiilin hiisiin-kubuh niteligiyle alakali olup (ser‘l) emrin medliliiyle alakali degildir. Ayrica
onlara gore akil ve seriat, bir fiilin mahiyetini belirleme noktasinda esittir. Mu‘tezile’nin esyanin
hiisiin-kubuh bakiminda degeriyle alakal1 akli prensipleri geregince, arastirmacinin hadiselerdeki
degisime ve soz konusu hadiselerin mahiyetine dair aragtirmasina gore hareket etmesi gerekir. Bunu
da Allah’in kendisine bahsettigi, diisiinme giiciiyle yapar ve yine bu kuvvetle esyanin hayir-ser,
maslahat-mefsedet ayrimini ortaya koyar. Nitekim hayvanlarin bogazlanmasinda oldugu gibi konu
ser‘i ve hiikiim akildan ziyade nakli olursa, akil meselenin ¢oziimiinde ilk sirada yer almaz.
Es‘ariler ve Hanefi-Matiridiler hari¢ genel olarak Ehli Siinnet, belli konularda fiilin zati kiymetini
kabul etmezler. Onlara gore fiilin zat? degeri, her faili kapsayacak sekilde konuya gore hiikiim
vermeyi gerektiren bir illet mesabesindedir. Bu grubun konuya bakis1 Seyyid Serif Ciircani’nin “bir
konu/fiilin ger‘? olarak emir ve yasak bakimidan durumu degisirse, iyi olan fiil kotiiye, kotii de
iyiye kalbolur” soziinde ifadesini bulur.

Gorebildigim kadariyla Islam fikhimizin, diinya medeniyetindeki oncii roliinden geri kalmasinin
bir sebebi; aklin, olaylar1 degerlendirmede miistakil hiiviyetinden uzaklagtirilmasi, (yukarida)
aciklandig1 tizere esyanin iyilik-kotiiliik vasfi kazanmasinda, hatta toplumsal-diinyevi degerlerin
degismesi/izafiligi noktasinda basvuru kaynagi kabul edilmesindeki zafiyettir.Vallahua‘lem.
Anahtar Kelimeler: Mu’tezile Islam Diisiincesi Hiisiin-kubuh Esarilik

Makalenin Dergiye Ulastigi Tarih: 01.08.2017. Yayin Kurulu ve Hakem Degerlendirmelerinden Gegen Makalenin
Yayima Kabul Edildigi Tarih: 21.09.2017
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