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Oz
Bu makalede Ibadi ekoltintin énemli
isimlerinden biri olan Ebu ‘Amr

Osman bin Halife el-Maregni es-
Sufi'nin (VL. yy./XIl. yy.) muhaliflere
kars1 tutumu ele alinmistir. Kendi
déneminin en ©&nemli Ibadi bilgini
kabul edilen es-Sufi, Ibadi doktrinin
Kuzey Afrika’da ilmi acidan gelistigi
dénem olan hicri altinci yuzyilda
yasamistir. Kendisine veya eserlerine
yapilan atiflar ve eserlerinden yapilan
aktarimlarin coklugu bu durumu teyit
etmektedir. Ote yandan diger yazli
Ibadi mirasin cogunlugunda oldugu
gibi, onun eserlerine de henlz
ulasilabilmis ve yakin tarihlerde ancak
bir kismi ilim diinyasinin hizmetine
sunulabilmistir. Yazarin hentiz tahkiki
yapilmamis veya basilmamis birden
cok eseri mevcuttur. Bu arastirmanin

*

Abstract
This article discusses the stance of
Abu ‘Amr Uthman bin Khalifa al-
Maragni al- Stfi (VIth century BC/ XIIth
century BC), one of the important
figures of the Ibadi branch of Kharijis,
against the opponents. Al-Sufi,
considered the most important Ibadi
scholar of his time, lived during the
sixth century AH, a period when the
Ibadi doctrine developed in Maghreb.
On the other hand, as with the
majority of other written Ibadi
heritage, only a portion of his works
has been reached and made available
to the academic world in recent times.
The author has several works that
have not yet been reviewed or
published. Among the main sources of
this research, the author's Risaletu'l-
firak, Al-Sualat, and most of the
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ana kaynaklarindan olan, yazara ait
Risaletti'l-firak, es-St’alat, ve bu
eserlerin serhlerinin ¢ogunlugu hentiz
yazma haldedirler. es-Sufi,
Ibadiyye’den makalat tiirti eser yazan
ve Ibadi bilginlere hitap ettigi bilinen
kokenli tek yazardir. Yazarin Harici-
Ibadi literatiire vakif olmas1 ve eserler
telif etmesi bu iki mezhebin ilmi
terminolojisinin teskili ve sonraki
nesillere aktarilmasinda yazara
referans bir konum  vermistir.
Gunumiuize ulasan Ibadi kitabiyyatin
ortak Islami ilimler havuzunda
anlasilabilir bir seviyeye ulasmasinda
yazar 6nemli bir konuma sahiptir. Bu
makalede es-Stfi'nin, Ibadi bir bilgin
olmasi sebebiyle ibadiyye icerisindeki
farkli goruslerle, muhalif mezhep ve

commentaries on these works are still
in manuscript form. Al-Stfi is the only
author of Khawarij origin known to
have written works in the genre of
makalat addressing Ibadi scholars.
The author's familiarity with Khawarij-
Ibadi literature and his authorship of
works have given him a reference
position in the formation of the
scientific terminology of these two
sects and its transmission to
subsequent generations; the author
holds an important position in
achieving an understandable level of
the Ibadi literature that has reached
the present day within the common
pool of Islamic sciences.

Keywords: Kalam,

Kharijism, Ibadism, al-Safi.

Magalat,

akimlara yonelik tutumu arastirilip
ortaya konulmustur.
Anahtar Kelimeler: Kelam, Makalat,
Haricilik, Ibadilik, es-Stfi.
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Extended Summary

The Ibadi sect is considered one of the most important and oldest
Islamic sects that has maintained its existence to this day. Its
foundation dates back to the events that occurred among the
companions of the Prophet Muhammad (P B U H) after the martyrdom
of Uthman b. ‘Affan and the events of Tahkim and thereafter. This

sect emerged within the framework of Khawarij thought, but later
separated from it in terms of belief and practice, attempting to carve
its own path across the East and West. It successfully established
several states, such as the Rustamid state in North Africa. However,
the dominance of Sunni and Shii sects hindered its governance in

most regions it entered.

Among the significant figures in Islamic thought in general and
Ibadi thought in particular is Abu ‘Amr Uthman bin Khalifa al-

Maragni al-Safi, who lived in the sixth century Hijri, a golden age for
Ibadi thought following its foundational period, especially in North
Africa. During this time, prominent Ibadi scholars gathered, such as
Abt 1-Rabt Sulayman b. Yakhlaf al-Mazati (d. 471 AH), Abu

Zakariyya' al-Warjlani (d. 474 AH), Abu al-Abbas ibn Bakr (d. 504

AH), among others considered pillars of the sect at that time. Al-Safi
was present in this milieu, and thanks to his passion for travel and
movement, he met and taught many notable figures of his time. This
contributed to the spread of his ideas and opinions among the
members of the sect during this period and beyond.

There are not many works attributed to al-Sufi, but the significant
texts we have include two essential works. The first is a book entitled
"Al-Swalat" which comprises various issues that the author

answered, mostly related to Kalam and belief. This book showcases
al-Suft’s ability for debate and scholarly discussion through the way
he presents and addresses issues. It is also important because it
contains many relevant details about several Ibadi figures in the
Maghreb who lived before the sixth century Hijri/ twelfth century CE
and highlights the nature of the discussions between the Ibadi and
other sects during that time. The book has numerous annotations
that remain in manuscript, leading to some debate about its
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attribution to particular annotators, but it is confirmed that the book
belongs to al-Sufi.

The second book is "Risaletu'l-firak" which is a brief book wherein
al-Sufi discusses Ibadi and Islamic sects, presenting his judgments
and debates regarding them. This book also reflects al-Sufi’s
argumentative skill and his understanding of the opponents’
positions and the details of their theological opinions.

Al-Sufi 's views regarding his opponents are extremely important
for Islamic thought in general and for the study of sects and
theological articles in particular, as his book "Risaletu'l-firak" can be
considered the only independent and specialized work on sects from
what has reached us about Ibadi and Khawarij thought when
considering the historical context. Even if we consider that Ibadi
thought does not represent the Khawarij current, al-Safi, through his
preferences and choices, aligned closely with the Khawarij on certain
issues. In my opinion, this is normal because when we examine
Khawarij theological philosophy in terms of its premises, we find that
it influenced Ibadi theological philosophy, especially concerning
political theology and principles, though not in practice. This
influence is not solely limited to the Ibadi sect but can also be
observed in other Islamic sects.

The significance of al-Stfi’s discourse is further enhanced by his
independent intellectual character. Despite being an Ibadi, he
maintained independence in many of his choices and preferences,
most notably his position on the Khawarij, in addition to some
preferences influenced by his environment, which is predominantly
characterized by Maliki and Ash‘ari thought.
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