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Osmanli alimleri Arap diline, 6zellikle belagat ilmine biiylik dnem vermis ve
belagatin gesitli konularinda birgok risale kaleme almislardir. Bu alimler arasinda
el-‘Allama el-Nakib de yer almaktadir. Allame, cesitli okullarda ders vermis,
ardindan Osmanli Devleti'nin farkl yerlerinde kadilik gorevini tistlenmis ve
payitahtta Nakibulesraflik gérevine getirilmistir. Alldme, Arapca ve Turkge siirler
yani sira fikih, tefsir ve dil alanlarinda risaleler kaleme almistir. Calismamiz, onun
belagat ile ilgili Selbii't-Taglib an Beyti’l-Mtitenebbi bi-Takribi Garib adli risalesini
ele almaktadir. Yazar, bu risalede Miitenebbi’nin bir beytindeki taglib meselesini
tartismistir. Daha 6nce incelenmemis bu risalede, Allame, beyitte gecen “el-
Kamerayn”kelimesinin taglib olmadigini savunmakta ve géristiniin dogrulugunu
kanitlamak icin deliller sunmaktadir. Bu goriisiiyle bircok biytik alimin aksine
bir fikir ortaya koymustur. Alldme, amacinin hakikati ortaya ¢cikarmak oldugunu,
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alimleri elestirmek olmadigini belirtmistir. Bu calismada, gerekli dipnotlarla desteklenmis bir sekilde risalenin ilmi nesrinin
yapilmasi hedeflenmistir. Ayrica muellifin hayati ve eserlerine iliskin bilgi verildikten sonra, risalesinin icerigi ve yazarin
Gslubu incelenmistir. Tahkikte kullanilan niishalara dair bilgi verilmistir. Miitenebbi'nin beytindeki taglib meselesini ele
alan en 6nemli alimlerin goruslerine dedinilmistir. Bu arastirma, Arapga ve Tiirkce kaynaklara dayanarak Allame’yi tanitma
ve adi gegen risalesini bilimsel bir yayin olarak ortaya koyma agisindan énem arz etmektedir. Béylece makale, Osmanl
alimlerinin Arapga ilmi mirasini ve Arap diline hizmetteki rollerini tanitmaya katki saglayacaktir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Arapca, Belagat, Taglib, Allame Seyhi, Mitenebbi

ABSTRACT

The Ottoman scholars paid great attention to the Arabic language, particularly to the science of rhetoric, and authored
numerous treatises on its various topics. Among these scholars was al-‘Allama al-Naqjib. He taught at various schools, then
held judicial positions in different parts of the Ottoman Empire, eventually becoming the head of the Naqib al-Ashraf. He
left behind poetry and treatises. This research focuses on one of his treatises related to rhetoric, titled Selb al-Taghlib ‘an
Bayt al-Mutanabbi bi-Taqrib Gharib, in which he discussed the issue of taghlib in a verse of Al-Mutanabbi. In this previously
unedited treatise, the scholar argues that the term “al-gamrayn”in the verse is not an example of dual taghlib, presenting
evidence to support his claim. This study, which aims to provide a scholarly edition of the treatise, introduces the author
and his works, analyzes the content and style of the treatise, and describes the manuscripts used in the critical edition.
Additionally, it discusses the views of the most important scholars who addressed the issue of taghlib in Al-Mutanabbi’s
verse. The significance of this research lies in introducing this scholar by referencing Arabic and Turkish sources and
publishing his mentioned treatise in a scholarly edition. This will contribute to highlighting the Arabic scholarly output
of Ottoman scholars and their role in serving the Arabic language.

Keywords: Arabic, Arabic rhetoric, al-Taghlib, al-*Allama Shaykhi, al-Mutanabbi

EXTENDED ABSTRACT

al-"Allama Sayyid Mehmed Efendi, known as Shaykhi, was born in Istanbul and belonged
to a Sufi family that had migrated from Iran to the Ottoman Hamid Sanjak. He taught in various
schools and later assumed the position of judge in different regions of the Ottoman Empire,
eventually becoming the head of the Nakib al-Ashraf. The famous scholar al-Naqib was one
of the scholars of the Ottoman Empire who wrote in various fields including literature and
language. He was renowned for his profound mastery of the Arabic language and literature.
Regarding his life, it appears that al-*Allama al-Naqib had a close connection with the Arab
lands and their scholars. The first poem in his collection is dedicated to expressing his emotions
during his pilgrimage to Mecca, and in his Turkish collection, he frequently mentions the city
of Jerusalem, where he served as a judge. In his letters, he also recounts his gatherings with
the Arabs and mentions verses he composed about his writings. Additionally, it is clear that
al-Naqib possessed knowledge of medicine, as he referred to his illness, consultations with
doctors, and the lack of improvement in his health despite strictly following their advice. This
led him to read medical books and conduct experiments to find a cure for his illness. Notably,
references to food and drink occupy a considerable space in his poetry.

His contributions, particularly in Arabic poetry and his numerous treatises, confirm his
scholarly depth and eloquence. Among his significant works is the treatise Selb al-Taghlib
‘an Bayt al-Mutanabbi bi-Taqrib Gharib (The Removal of Taghlib from al-Mutanabb1’s Verse
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through an Unusual Approach). This treatise examines the rhetorical and grammatical concept
of taghlib (preference or predominance of one element over another in paired terms) within a
verse by the celebrated Arab poet al-Mutanabbi a subject extensively analyzed by prominent
scholars such as Ibn Jinni, al-Jurjani, al-Tibrizi, and Ibn Hisham.

This research seeks to provide a scholarly edition of al-Naqib’s treatise, complete with critical
annotations and footnotes, which aim to enrich the reader’s understanding of this complex
topic. Additionally, the life and works of al-Naqib are thoroughly contextualized, drawing
on Arabic and Turkish sources. Here, it should be noted that most of these treatises remain
in manuscript form; therefore, little is known about them. Researchers who have addressed
this scholar in their works have not referenced the existence of most of these contributions.

This study explores the style, content, and argumentation of his treatise while documenting
the manuscript sources consulted, including two principal copies:

1. Murad Molla Library (Catalog No. 010-1833): This manuscript contains multiple works
by Shaykh Muhammad al-Naqib, written in Arabic. On the first page, a dedication indicates
it was an endowment of Damatzade Muhammad Murad, situating the treatise between pages
116 a and 123a. Additionally, a note at the beginning indicates that it belongs to the library
of Sultan Murad IV.

2. Damat Ibrahim Pasha Library (Catalog No. 005-0273): This manuscript was an endowment
of Grand Vizier Ibrahim Pasha, advisor to Sultan Ahmed. The treatise under discussion is
located between pages 158b and 164a. For this study, the Murad Molla manuscript was the
primary source, while the Damat ibrahim Pasha manuscript provided comparative references,
with differences highlighted in the footnotes.

The manuscript from the Murad Molla Library was used as the basis for the critical edition,
and the differences between it and the manuscript from the Damat ibrahim Pasha Library,
referred to as (D), are highlighted. The symbol (-) was used to indicate omissions, and (+)
was used to indicate additions. Additionally, we benefited from the work of Muhammad Ibn
Mahfuz al-SanhiirT al-Misri, who lived in the 11th century AH and included portions of the
mentioned text in his book titled Kitab Mudhik Dhawi al-Dhawq wa-I-Nizam fi Hall Shazrah
min Kalam Ahl al-Rif al- Awam.

In his analysis, al-Naqib argues that there is no evidence of faghlib in the verse of al-
MutanabbT in question. He asserts that Arabs traditionally liken women to the moon rather
than the sun; the comparison of women to the sun, he contends, only became prevalent in
Arabic poetry after the advent of Islam. Al-Mutanabb posits that al-Mutanabbi, an adherent to
the style of classical poets, rarely mimicked the newer conventions that he viewed as stylistic
deviations from the original Arabic tradition. According to al-Naqib, al-Mutanabbi’s preference
for rare and unconventional expressions supports his argument; he notes that the poet would
have found it more striking to portray two moons together, rather than a sun and a moon a
comparison that, in his view, aligns more closely with the poet’s tendency toward novelty.

Sarkiyat Mecmuasi - Journal of Oriental Studies 3



(38 g Al ) sl Aadlall e 2 ;g}ﬁgruid/d’guc%&_ﬂ/gdug)uu)

The evidence cited by al-Naqib to support his viewpoint indicates his deep understanding of
Arabic literature and its traditions.

Al-Naqib’s position is in contrast to the views of several esteemed scholars, including
Ibn Jinnt, al-Jurjani, and Ibn Hisham. His analysis extends to the interpretation of al-Fanart’s
opinions, attributing his ideas to Ibn Hisham and al-Damamini, rather than being the original
thought of al-Fanari. Here, al-Naqib emphasizes that his aim is not to discredit his scholarly
predecessors but to shed light on what he considers to be the truth regarding taghlib in al-
Mutanabbi’s poetry.

The language of al-Naqib’s treatise reflects an ornate style, with both lexical and rhetorical
embellishments, demonstrating his deep engagement with classical Arabic. His writing is
replete with verbal and semantic devices, frequent intertextual references to Quranic verses,
proverbs, and poetic excerpts, all of which exhibit his rich cultural literacy and command over
Arabic rhetorical techniques. However, one critique of his style is his overreliance on these
stylistic flourishes, which sometimes obscure the clarity of his argument. It seems plausible
that this stylistic density was intentional, serving as a display of his linguistic prowess and
literary acumen.

By engaging in a rigorous textual analysis, this research not only offers an academically
sound edition of al-Naqib’s treatise but also enhances the scholarly discourse on fagh/ib and its
application in classical Arabic poetry. Through a careful examination of the primary sources,
including Arabic manuscripts and Ottoman historical records, this study situates al-Naqib’s
work within a broader intellectual context, illustrating his influence and standing within the
Ottoman and Arabic scholarly traditions.
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Istanbul Universitesi, 2006), 8; Sadik Yazar, “XVII. Asir Sairlerinden Allame Seyhi, Divan1 ve Bir Kasidesi”,
Turkish Studies 2/3 (2007), 586-605; Mustafa Oztiirk, “Allame Seyhi Efendi’nin Kudiis Temali Sitaiyyesi
Veyahut ‘Karlar I¢inde Bir Kudiis Tasviri’”, Milel ve Nihal 16/1 (2019), 107-141.

3 Muhammad Ibn Mahfuz Al-Sanhiiri, Risible Rhymes or The Book to Bring a Smile to the Lips of Devotees of
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translated by Humphrey Davies, (Now York: New York University Press, 2016), 62-80.
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