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Abstract

Talabani’s Takya, later named the Majidiyah Mosque, was established in 1771
AD in Kirkuk. Despite being primarily a mosque, the Takya also functioned as a
classroom for Shari'ah studies, a spiritual place for zikr (remembrance), a
gathering space for writers and poets, a guest house for the poor and travelers,
and a school focused on Eastern melodies, with a special emphasis on Kurdish
magqgams. This Takya played a major role in the development of Kurdish musical
traditions. Since the time of Sheikh Abdurrahman Khalis, Takya has become a
center for gathering Maqamat artists and enthusiasts to learn the art of
Magamat. Therefore, many great artists have moved there to showcase their
artistic level and teach students. Among the great Kurdish artists who visited
Takya was Sayyid Ali Asghar Kurdistani. One of the greatest artists whose
artistic career began in Takya was Ali Mardan.
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Extended Abstract

The mosque, religious school and Takya of Talabani, were known as the (Biyuk
Takya: Great Takya) in Kirkuk. It was officially renamed the Majidiya Mosque in
the records of the Ottoman Empire. Sheikh Mahmood Zangana, son of Rostam
Agha, son of Joseph Agha Kakasoor (1717-1800 AD), who came from East
Kurdistan and received the Qadiriyya Tariqa from Sheikh Ahmad Hindj, laid the
foundation stone of Talabani Takya in Kirkuk City in 1771 AD. He was
succeeded by Sheikh Ahmad Talabani (1780-1841). After he, Sheikh
Abdurrahman Talaban Khalis (1797 - 1858), father of the poet Sheikh Reza,
succeeded him. He was succeeded by Sheikh Ali Talabani, known as Sheikh Ali
Gawra (: Grand) (1832-1900). He was succeeded by Sheikh Mohammed Ali
Talabani (1856-1932), Sheikh Jamil Talabani (1892-1961), Mullah Ali (1927-
1990) and Sheikh Joseph. Talabani's Takya was renovated during the headship
of Sheikh Khalis and renamed Majidiya. Among the Sufi orders in Kurdistan, the
Takya and Khanaqahs, as spiritual centers, practiced a kind of musical art that
had a more Sufi and hermit spirit. In the experience of this movement, a kind of
art has emerged that has its own fans and listeners even if they do not belong to
these centers. Takya Talabani is one of the spiritual centers mentioned above.
Primarily, this Takya and other places in Kirkuk, Garmian and all over
Kurdistan were schools for learning Magams (: Musical compositions). Talabani
Takya has been an influential center for Magam players and students in
Garmian region and its places since the middle of the 19th century until today.
He has played an important role in the revival of the original Kurdish positions
of Garmian region. Takya Talabani is a school of Kurdish Magam and the center
of development and progress of Kurdish Magam, Eastern Maqam, Turkmen
Quriyat and Arabic Magam. More than 72 types of Kurdish maqams, foreign and
Turkish Magam have been taught there in Kurdistan. Magam singers and
Magam lovers of Kirkuk gathered in this Takya and held Magam singing
conferences there. At a time when there was no institute or academy in Kirkuk
and the region to learn Maqam, Takya Talabani played that role and educated
many Magam singers. The sheikhs of Talabani's Takya were Sheikh
Abdulrahman, Sheikh Ali Gawra, Sheikh Jameel, Sheikh Ali and now Sheikh
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Joseph had great respect for the magam singers. The importance of these
personalities to the art of the singers was such that even during meals, the food
of the singers was special, and they were served more. Before loudspeakers
were installed in mosques, someone with a good voice and an expert in
magams had to go to the mosque and Adhan (: Call). In Takya, which was the
golden cycle of magams, magam singers and magam lovers of the city waited
for the magam in the morning. Examples of these magam singers: Saeed
Hamagula used to sing a Mansoori maqam for half an hour in the morning
under the beacon of Takya and then turned it into a Qazaz maqam. There are
even some religious songs and prayers that are not outside the takya. The
recitation of the maqams in the takya is different from the Baghdadi-style
magams. This has led many Magam singers in Baghdad to visit the Takya to
learn more about Magam. Several famous Kurdish artists and maqam players
from other Kurdish cities and Mosul have come to Talabani's Takya, most
notably the famous Kurdish songer Ali Mardan, as well as Mullah Walj, the
father of Kurdish maqam, Rahmatullah Shaltagh, Saeed Hamagula, Haji Omar
Pasawan and Tofiqg Chawash, Mullah Mohammed Topal, both sisters Magam
singer Mullah Haybat and Mullah Shawkat, Mullah Osman Mosli. The great
Kurdish and Kurdistan artist Sayyid Ali Asghar Kurdistani (Say Askar) (1882-
1937) visited Talabani's Takya and performed with his loud voice. Another
scholar and rumor in Talabani's Takya was Sayyid Mardan, son of Sayyid Sadiq
Kirkuki (1874-1954). He was an expert in magams and had a beautiful and loud
voice. He was a preacher and sang religious poetry and praise. He taught
Tajweed and the art of reciting the Qur'an. Because of his beautiful voice, the
Sheikhs of Erbil persuaded him to move to Erbil. Sayyid Mohiddin Jabari, also
known as Kiwestani (1928-1988), is another Kurdish artist who visited
Talabani Takya with other maqam players and became more familiar with the
original magam there. Sayyid learned Magams from Sayyid Karim, also known
as Kalla Wshka. He was a preacher, and his recorded few of Kurdish songs, but
very nice and original. Fortunately, in Talabani Takya, since the beginning of
the study of Magam, which has been going on for more than 150 years, lessons
of learning Maqam in general and Kurdish Magam have been taught from
generation to generation. Throughout this history, along with the art outside
the Takya, they have educated the hearts and feelings of the Kurdish people
with original Kurdish music and magams.
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