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Fahrenheit 451 in the Context of Books and
History of Book Burnings

Kitaplar ve Kitap Yakmanin Tarihi Baglaminda Fahrenheit
451

ABSTRACT

Books are written sources of information that contribute to the history of civilization and culture. In
certain periods of history books have been banned, destroyed, stolen, and removed for the personal
interests of those responsible for their protection. The most effective and widespread way to destroy
books has been to burn them. Incidents of book burnings that have happened for various reasons have
mostly occurred in situations such as chaos and rebellion. Books have been burned in Athens, China,
Jerusalem, England, Sarajevo, and Baghdad. The aim of this study is to examine the historical process
and reasons for burning books through the events evoked by Fahrenheit 451 and stories of Fahrenheit
451 by Ray Douglas Bradbury (1920-2012). Fahrenheit 451 is a novel in the science fiction genre. Accor-
ding to Bradbury, science fiction is also a sociological study of the future. The work stands out with the
way it deals with social issues and people's problems. Fahrenheit 451 builds a future based on a simple
question: What if books were now just objects that were burned? Based on this question, it is necessary
to emphasize that the book was written to prevent the feared situation from happening. Fahrenheit 451
is a book of warning. Bradbury envisions a future with advanced technology to stress that dependence
on technology would change the structure of society and how people live as he fears that people will
not read books in the future. In this study, information about books and book burning is given, based
on the events in the Fahrenheit 451 novel and Fahrenheit 451 stories.

Keywords: Turkish Islamic Literature, Book Burning, Fahrenheit 451, Bradbury, Technology, Societal
Impact.

Oz

Kitaplar, medeniyet ve kiiltlir tarihine katkida bulunan yazih bilgi kaynaklaridir. Tarihin belli donem-
lerinde yasaklanmug, imha edilmis, ¢calinmis, onlar: korumakla yiikiimli kisilerin sahsi gikarlari ugruna
ortadan kaldirilmisgtir. Kitaplari yok etmenin en etkili ve yaygin yolu da onlar: yakmak olmustur. Cesitli
sebeplere dayanan kitap yakma olaylari, ¢cogunlukla kargasa, isyan gibi durumlarda ortaya ¢ikmugtir.
Atina'da, Cin'de, Kudiis'te, Ingiltere'de, Saraybosna'da ve Bagdat'ta kitaplar yakilmistir. Bu ¢aligmanin
amaci, Fahrenheit 451'in gagristirdigi olaylar ve Ray Douglas Bradbury'nin (1920-2012) Fahrenheit 451
hikayeleri aracilidiyla kitap yakmanin tarihsel stirecini ve nedenlerini incelemektir. Fahrenheit 451, bi-
lim kurgu tiiriinde bir romandir. Bradbury'e gore bilim kurgu da gelecegin sosyolojik arastirmasidir.
Eser, toplumsal meseleler ile insanlarin problemlerini ele alig sekli ile dikkat gekmektedir. Fahrenheit
451 basit bir soru tizerinden bir gelecek inga etmektedir: Ya kitaplar artik sadece yakilan objeler olsay-
d1? Bu sorudan yola ¢ikarak kitabin korkulan durumun olmamas: i¢in yazilmig oldugunu vurgulamak
gerekmektedir. Fahrenheit 451 bir uyari kitabidir. Bradbury, insanlarin gelecekte kitap okumayacagin-
dan korktugu igin teknolojiye bagimlhiligin toplum yapisini ve insanlarin yasam bigimini degistirece-
gini vurgulamak amacuyla ileri teknolojiye sahip bir gelecek 6ngérmektedir. Bu ¢aligmada, Fahrenheit
451 roman ve Fahrenheit 451 6ykiilerindeki olaylar 6l¢lit alinarak kitap ve kitap yakma hakkinda bil-
giler verilmistir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Tiirk islam Edebiyati, Kitap Yakma, Fahrenheit 451, Bradbury, Teknoloji, Toplum-
sal Etki.
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INTRODUCTION

Fahrenheit 451, which begins with doubt and is associated with the sacred, reminds us of the book with its historical
background, various prohibitions, and intense book-burning incidents, and reveals the dramatic stories of the books. In
this article, it will be useful to take a brieflook at the history of books, which are the most important values of knowledge
subject to the formation of libraries, but also sometimes subject to destruction.

Until today, books have gone through various stages in terms of form. Tablets, rolls, and plates were used throughout
antiquity as early forms of books. Clay tablets of the Sumerians, papyrus of the Egyptians, paper scrolls of Romans,
parchments, and microfilms can all be considered books of their time. The book as we know it today was shaped by the
invention of today's paper in the 8% century. Various methods were sought for copying texts from an early period, and
the printing method was used in Egypt, China, Korea, and the Central Asian Uyghur Turks. The first book printing with
modern techniques was done in the West in Germany by Johannes Gutenberg (1398-1468) in the 15th century.: The rapid
spread of book printing enabled the spread of reform ideas and eventually the establishment of many libraries in schools,
churches, and cities. Frankly, different cultures attributed different characteristics to the book. Narrations memorized
and recounted in the medieval Islamic world were called oral books.: Yazma/manuscript is the common name for all
kinds of books, treatises, tablets, and documents written by hand, in the Islamic world, it is used with the terms dest-
nivis and hatt-1 desti. Still, according to Cemil Merig, the first book itself is the memory.s

The book, which is an inseparable part of people, like Walter Benjamin (1892-1940) who eventually bought back the book
he had given as a gift, is defined as the knowledge and dreams that humanity has accumulated on their shelves.¢ The
book, which was named and developed in different ways in each period by different cultures raises many questions. Why
were they being collected in the first place? How come people attribute such a degree of importance to the books? De-
spite the importance given to the books, why were they burned or destroyed throughout history? While searching for
answers to these questions, we need to take a brief look at the history of the book.

Collecting books has been seen since the invention of writing. Collections in Egyptian temples, the remains of the royal
library in Mesopotamia, and the books of the Assyrian King are all examples of this. In the 7% century BC, the tablets in
Nineveh constituted the library of the Assyrian King.” These tablets were made of baked clay and covered with cuneiform
on both sides. They were broken in fires and became unreadable when their order was confounded.s In the Greek world,
the libraries of Pesistratos of Athens, Polyctares, Euclides, Nicocrates of Cyprus, Neleos, and Aristotle were among the
first.o

The development of books and libraries throughout history results from the importance people have given to books.
The tradition of patronizing writers and their books among the elite soon led to the formation of large libraries. Older
libraries have also been a source of inspiration in the formation of libraries. Books have been written, ordered to be writ-
ten, reproduced through copying, purchased from auctions or second-hand booksellers, changed hands in cases such as
inheritance and transfer, and books have been acquired through donations and grants. From time to time, books have
been a necessity for scholars and an element of adornment for the rich. The struggle of book lovers to obtain the book
they want at book auctions is expressed in various works.

Although it is thought to have existed in the Homeric period, the book flourished during the Hellenistic period. The
Library of Alexandria was founded by the Ptolemies (325-246 BC) with the support of Demetrios Phalereus of Athens
(350-280 BC) and initially consisted of seven hundred thousand books. The library was a unique center and observatory
consisting of works translated into Greek from various languages, books of Babylonian, Egyptian, Jewish and Greek
thought, Indian manuscripts, and books on mathematics, history, medicine, law, and alchemy. After the first library was
burned in 391 AD and the second was destroyed in 641 AD, the famous Library of Alexandria totally perished.r

The libraries of the early Roman Empire and the library established by Emperor Hadrian (76-138 AD) in Athens are
among the special and famous libraries. Libraries proliferated in the Eastern Roman Empire and new ones were estab-
lished to replace the burned libraries. The most famous monastery libraries rich in religious texts are the Stoudions in
Byzantium, the monastery on the peninsula of Mount Arthos, and the monastery of St. Catherine. Royal libraries became

Abdulkadir Yilmaz, Tiirk Kitap Sanatlart Tabir ve Istilahlar (Istanbul: Damla Yayinevi, 2004), 187.

Albert Labarre, Kitabin Tarihi, translated by. Isik Ergliden (Ankara: Dost Yayinlar, 2012), 63.

Ismail E. Eriinsal, Ortagag Islam Diinyasinda Kitap ve Kiitiiphane (Istanbul: Timag Yayinlari, 2018), 27.
Orhan Bilgin, “Yazma", Tiirkiye Diyanet Vakfi Islam Ansiklopedisi (Istanbul: TDV Yayinlari, 2013), 43/369-373.
Cemil Merig, Bu Ulke (Istanbul: iletisim Yayinlari, 2024), 84.

Umberto Eco-Jean Claude Carriere, translated by. Sosi Dolanoglu, Kitaplardan Kurtulabileceginizi Sanmayin (Istanbul: Can Sanat Yayinlari,
2010),13.

7 The first national library belonging to Assurbanipal (668-627 BC) was transferred to the British Museum after the 19th century.

8 M. Joachim Menant, Ninova Saray Kiitiiphanesi, translated by. Vedii Ilmen (Istanbul: Yaba Yayinlari, 2005), 54, 104.

9 Ray Macleod, Iskenderiye Kiitiiphanesi, Antik Diinyanin Ogrenim Merkezi, translated by. Elif Béke (Ankara: Dost Kitabevi Yayinlari, 2006), 83.
10 Jacques Bergier, Lanetli Kitaplar, translated by. Vedat Giilsen Uretiirk (istanbul: Ruh ve Madde Yayinlari, 1981), 20-24.
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widespread from Louis IX (1214-1270) onwards.” One of the best-known libraries in medieval England is the Library of St.
Augustine's Abbey in Canterbury.»

In Europe, cathedral and monastery libraries were first established in Italy and Spain in the 6th century, and in Germany
in the gth and 10th centuries; and university libraries were established in Italy, France, Spain, England and Germany.
In the 15" and 16" centuries, palace libraries and later specialized libraries attract attention.= The Bodleian Library,
one of the oldest libraries in Europe, was first opened as a center for printed books and has become one of the richest
libraries in England with its manuscript collection. Leiden University Library is also famous for its collection of Islamic
manuscripts.“The library with the most books is the Library of Congress in the USA. England, Canada, New York, Russia,
Japan, France, China, Spain, Brazil, Ireland, Germany, Italy and Turkey also have rich libraries.

Arab civilization developed in the Middle East and the Mediterranean from the 8" to the 10* century. The book has a
religious character in the Arab civilization due to the important place of the Holy Qur'an in tradition. In the process of
copying books in the Islamic world, texts were written on forms of eight, ten, or twelve pages and bound together. The
duplication of books was an important profession and those who did this job were members of the ulema class. There
are many works from this period before the printing press that have survived to the present day thanks to the efforts of
copyists and calligraphers.* As important and valuable as accessing or acquiring a book is for a person, it is also import-
ant to protect it from all kinds of negativities, especially sun rays. There is even a belief and practice in our culture to
prevent it from being eaten by moths. Thus, in Eastern culture, there is a tradition that various prayers and expressions
such as Ya Allah! Ya Hafiz! Ya Kebikeg! are written in the margins of books to protect them from disasters and calamities.”

The libraries of the Arabs of the Middle Ages are also among the important libraries. At the end of the 10" century,
eighteen thousand volumes of books of the Fatimid ruler Aziz-Billah (975-996) were among the private collections. Bagh-
dad, Cairo, Damascus, and Cordoba were important as the political, cultural, and commercial centers of Muslims in the
Middle Ages. These cities provided mosques that could be a meeting point for ideas and a repository for books. Scribes,
paper manufacturers, librarians, and second-hand booksellers served the books, and scientific life became possible ow-
ing to urban merchants.»

It is seen that great value was given to books starting from the Umayyads and Abbasids.> The Abbasid period (750-860)
is the period when translations were made from ancient civilizations. Libraries were established everywhere, from the
Islamic administration in Spain to the Abbasid kingdom in Iraqg. In the Beytii'l-hikme/House of Wisdom established in
Baghdad, works were being translated, and their commentaries were made. The activities here had great repercussions
in the following centuries. The movement that started in Baghdad and the libraries that were established spread to other
cities of the empire, and Islamic cities began to compete with each other in science and knowledge. Books from Egypt,
Palestine, Syria, Irag, Upper Mesopotamia, Asia Minor, Constantinople, Iran, Khorasan, Khwarazm, India, and Sudan
were brought to the House of Wisdom, which was transformed from a library into a research center.»

The first library in Islamic geography that has a catalog today is the Esrefiyye Library, established in Damascus in the 13
century.”” Among Islamic countries, the Abbasid Library in Baghdad=, the Fatimid Library in Cairo, and the Andalusian
Umayyad Library in Cordoba are among the largest and most special libraries. In the Ottoman Empire, libraries were
established by the statesmen, stateswomen, and scholars of the period starting from the reign of Bayezid I (1389-1402).>

In the 15% century, books were printed in printing houses established by Jews and Christians within the borders of the
Ottoman Empire. In 900/1494, the first printing house in Istanbul was established by Jews. Before the establishment
of the printing house in Turkey, books were printed in Europe and sent to Islamic countries. The first Turkish printing
house was established during the reign of Sultan Ahmet III (1703-1730), the first book printing in Istanbul took place in

11 Labarre, Kitabin Tarihi, 25, 39.
12 Richard Ovenden, Kitaplar: Yakmak, gev. Fiisun Doruker (istanbul: al-Baraka Yayinlari, 2020), 71.

13 Jurgen Seefeldt-Ludger Syré, Gegmise ve Gelecege Agilan Kapt Almanya'da Kittphaneler: Portale zu Vergangenheit und Zukunft: Bibliotheken in
Deutschland, gev. Meltem Arun, Hildeshein; Ziirich; New York Georg Olms, Verlag, 2007, 13. http:/www.goethe.de/kug/pro/ifla/tuerkisch.
pdf

14 Alexander Bevilacqua, Sark Kiitiiphanesi, Islam ve Avrupa Aydinlanmast, translated by. Kenan Capik (istanbul. Yeditepe Yayinlari, 2023), 88,
94.

15 https:/www.aa.com.tr/tr/dunya/insanligin-ortak-hafizasi-dev-kutuphaneler/1427941

16 Samet Oztiirk, Kitaplarin Diinyas: (istanbul: Neva Yayinlari, 2021), 43-46.

17 Tilay Artan-Hatice Aynur, Osmanl Kitap Koleksiyonerleri ve Koleksiyonlan, Itibar ve Ihtiras (Istanbul: Dergah Yayinlari, 2022), 138, 154.

18 Labarre, Kitabin Tarihi, 52.

19 Jonathan Lyons, Hikmet Evi, Araplar Batt Medeniyetini Nasil Déniistiirdii?, translated by. Saban Biyikli-Mehmet Savan (istanbul: Dogan Kitap
Yayinlari, 2009), 185.

20 Nebi Bozkurt, "Kitap”, Tiirkiye Diyanet Vakfi Islam Ansiklopedisi (Ankara: TDV Yayinlari, 2002), 26/120-121.

21 Mustafa Demirci, Beytiil-Hikme (Istanbul: Insan Yayinlari, 1996), 182, 218, 241.

22 Artan-Aynur, Itibar ve fhtiras, 131.

23 This library was damaged during the Mongol invasion in the 13th century.

24 Ismail E. Eriinsal, "Kiitiiphane", Tiirkiye Diyanet Vakfi Islam Ansiklopedisi (Ankara: TDV Yayinlari, 2003), 27/11-32.
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1729, and the first religious book was published in the Ottoman Empire in 1218/1803. > The 18" century was when the
number of libraries and books in libraries increased with the initiative of Grand Vizier Damat Ibrahim Pasha.> Until the
last quarter of the 19" century, the book that was produced by various branches of handicrafts in the Ottoman Empire
was not just perceived as an object to be read but also as an object of visual importance and aesthetic value with the
beauty of its writings, illuminations, miniatures, and binding. Access to valuable and expensive books was difficult, and
over time, book cabinets in masjids, mosques, and lodges were converted into libraries. The first foundation library was
established by Képrilizade Fazil Ahmet Pasha.” In 1882, public libraries were established in Istanbul, followed by Balike-
sir, Izmir, and Ankara. In the Republican period, The Library of Grand National Assembly in Ankara and the Library of
Research Institute of Turkology in Istanbul began to be established from 1920 onwards.*

While libraries have been preserved with all their beautiful features, they have been looted, closed, and restored, and
some of them have been rebuilt for different purposes. Throughout history, libraries and archives have been subject to
various attacks, and librarians and archivists have risked their lives to protect knowledge. Some have even lost their lives
for this cause.» The burning of books, the use of book bindings as insoles for soldiers’ shoes, as steps for muddy roads,
and as reinforcement for certain objects are all unusual uses of old books. These practices were prevalent in the Middle
Ages, and Anthony Wood (1632-1695) made the following statements about lost books in one of his works about a century
later than the Reformation in 1550: “Some of those books so taken out by the Reformers were burnt, some sold away for
Robin Hood's pennyworths, either to Booksellers, or to Glovers to press their gloves, or Taylors to make measures, or to
Bookbinders to cover books bound by them, and some also kept by the Reformers for their own use”* Although all these
practices once caused books to lose their value, their importance and value will be understood in the future.

1. BURNING OF BOOKS

Books have been the guardians of culture and memory preserved in libraries for centuries, but in every period, people
have always been concerned about authoritarian books and considered them as threats to their states. In this respect
since ancient times, many books have been burned, incinerated, thrown into rivers, confiscated, or scattered. Thus, this
is the reason why poets and writers were exiled and thrown into prison and why their books were burned. Books are the
enemy of dictators, censorship is a derivative of power, and in the history of reading, the fires of censors have burned
from papyrus to the present day.»

Book burnings in history date back to before Christ. Between 1352 and 1334 BC, Pharaoh Akhenaton began by destroying
the knowledge of the priests of Amon. The burning of books belonging to the Aton religion after Akhenaton showed that
the books had parallel power with the administration. The burnings primarily concerned the holy books. The son of the
Babylonian governor, Buhtunnasr/Nebuchadnezzar II (605-562 BC), collected and burned the Torah manuscripts in or-
der to destroy the religion of the people in the lands of Palestine. A hundred years later, the prophet Esdra/Ezra,» known
as Uzeyr, rewrote them from memory.

The burning of some of the books of Confucius (551-479 BC), the most important philosopher of China, by the order of the
emperor, is known as the great book-burning incident in history. The burning of the books is attributed to the desire to
make people forget Confucianism, which is based on moral teachings, and Confucius, who put humanity at the heart of
his teachings. Still, Confucius's thoughts, whose books were burned like those of many other thinkers during the Chou
dynasty, became widely accepted again during the Han dynasty. In 411 BC, the works of Protagoras were burned in a
square in Athens. In 213 BC, the Chinese Emperor Shih Huang-ti ordered books to be burned to put an end to reading.
In 168 BC, the Jewish library in Jerusalem was burned in an uprising, and in 303, Diocletiagus ordered the burning of
Christian books with an edict.s

In the first centuries of Islam, the scholars relied on their memories and argued against writing (but later, they could
not refrain from recording their knowledge) because of the fear that written texts would fall into unreliable hands. Ac-
cording to that idea, if the accumulation of knowledge remained dependent on written sources, it could be lost, burned,
and incinerated at any moment.* Since it was not possible to prevent this, certain measures were taken to prevent the
destruction of the sacred books. Memorizing the text of the Qur'an so that it would remain preserved and passed down

25 Mahmut Giindiiz, "Matbaanin Tarihgesi ve Ilk Kur'an-1 Kerim Basmalar1", Vakiflar Dergisi 12 (1978), 335-350.

26 Alpay Kabacal, Tiirk Kitap Tarihi, 2. Baski (Istanbul: Cem Yayinlari, 1989), 32.

27 Kabacaly, Tiirk Kitap Tarihi, 118.

28 Meral Alpay, Harf Devriminin Kiitiiphanelerde Yansimast (Istanbul: Istanbul Universitesi Edebiyat Fakiiltesi Yayinlari, 1976), 46,49, 69.
29 For the roles of librarians and archivists and the importance they gave to libraries, see Ovenden, Burning Books, 16, 20, 24.

30 Anthony Wood, History and Antiquities of the Universitie Oxford (Oxford 1792), 2/919.

31 Alberto Manguel, Okumanin Tarihi, translated by. Fiisun Elioglu, 12. Baski (Istanbul: Yap: Kredi Yayinlari, 2023), 332.

32 See also Baki Adam, "Uzeyir", Tiirkiye Diyanet Vakfi Islam Ansiklopedisi (Istanbul: TDV Yayinlari, 2012), 42/ 401-402.

33 Manguel, Okumanin Tarihi, 332.

34 Inthe first half of the second century, there are texts, lecture notes, and book versions of these notes used to aid memorization.
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to subsequent generations is also a precautionary measure of the Prophet Muhammed.s One of the ways to protect the
Qur'an was to memorize it, and until it was written down, the Prophet took care of it, recited it in his prayers, and repeat-
ed it in his speeches. He also asked his companions to memorize and recite the verses during prayers.* Imam Ghazali's
(d. 505/1111) memorization of his notes in textbooks at a young age was also the result of an experience that required him
to take precautions.” The burning incidents related to the Qur'an occurred during the time of Hazrat Abu Bakr, and his
own book composed of the Hazrat Prophet's hadiths was also destroyed due to the fear of attributing words that did not
belong to him.»®* Hazrat Osman's burning of the book was for the purpose of protecting the Qur'an.»» He duplicated the
Qur'an based on the first copy and ordered the burning of the other pages and mushafs.«

During the Umayyad period, the books of the palace library were burned by the order of Ibn Abu Amir al-Mansur, and
a library was burned by the Ismailis during the Hamdanid period. It is also known that a library was destroyed in a fire
in Baghdad during the Buwayhi period, a library in Tripoli was looted and burned by the Crusaders in 1109 during the
Ammarids period, the books in the madrasah established by Nizamulmulk in Isfahan were burned in a rebellion in 1147
during the Seljuk period, and that the library of Muhammad Khwarazmshah was burned during the Mongol invasion in
616/1219 during the Khwarazm period. The Mongol invasions initiated by Genghis Khan (1167-1227) began to threaten
the libraries of the Islamic world, and by the end of the Mongol invasion in 1220-1221, there was no trace left of the books
in the Bukhara Mosque and the madrasah and libraries in the city of Merv. The same situation continued during the
reign of Hulagu (1218-1265), and Hasan Sabbah's Alamut library was also affected by these destructions.” When the Mon-
gol army entered Baghdad in 1258, the city was looted, the libraries were destroyed and some of the books were burned.»

One of the hospital libraries established by the Mamluks in the Middle Ages was also reduced to ashes in a fire. During
the Ghaznavid period, Mahmud of Ghazni also had books burned in 420/1029 on the grounds that the library contained
books belonging to ahlul bi'dah and heretics.»* The libraries of madrasahs established in Muslim states in North Africa
were also burned, and the books in mosque libraries disappeared.» The books of Ibn Hazm (d. 1064), Ghazali (d. 1111),
and Ibn Rushd/Averroes (d. 1198) were also among the books burned.»s Another thinker whose books were burned was
Muhyiddin Ibn Arabi.

In human history, the destruction of books has not always been the result of external factors and devastating events.
Sometimes writers have attempted to destroy their own works. Such as Honore de Balzac (1799-1850), Nikolay Gogol
(1809-1852), Dostoyevski (1821-1881), James Joyce (1882-1941), Franz Kafka (1883-1924). According to the sources of Is-
lamic History, some books were destroyed by their authors themselves. Abu ‘Amr b. al-'‘Ala (d. 154/771), Davud al-Ta'i (d.
165/781), Sufyan al-Savri (d. 161/778), Yusuf b. Asbat (d. 196/811-2) and Abu Sulayman al-Darani (d. 215/830) are among
these authors.”

It is known that in the translation centers of Andalusia, people from different languages and religions made translations
from Eastern languages (Arabic, Syriac, Aramaic, Hebrew, Persian) in the fields of astronomy, mathematics, and medi-
cine. Hence, a scientific and cultural bridge was formed between the East and the West. The formation of this environ-
ment was due to the caliphs themselves supporting scientific and cultural activities. As a result of the interest in science
in Andalusia, Muslim scholars were trained all over the world, they wrote thousands of works, and great importance was
given to scholars, books, and libraries.

Sources state that Andalusia was at a very advanced level in terms of culture and civilization, especially during the reign
of Abdurrahman III (891-961). His library was also burned centuries later.* Later, with the book passion of Hakem II (961-
976), a large palace library was built in Madinat al-Zahra by purchasing books from many provinces and obtaining valu-

35 Imam Muhammed b. Muhammed b. Siilleyman er-Riidani, Cem'u’l-fevdid, Biiyiik Hadis Kiilliyaty, ter. Naim Erdogan (Istanbul: Iz Yayinlari,
2007), I/30.

36 Hayrettin Ozti'lr__k, "Hazreti Peygamber (A.S) Déneminde Kur'an Ayetlerinin ve Surelerinin Tesbit ve Tertibi Hakkinda Bir Degerlendirme”,
Ondokuz Mays Universitesi, [lahiyat Fakiiltesi Dergisi 20/20-21 (2005), 217.

37 Imam Gazali, fhya‘u Ulum'id-din, translated by. Ali Arslan (Istanbul: Hikmet Nesriyat, 1992), I/11.
38 Muhammed Hamidullah, Islamin Dogusu (Istanbul: Beyan Yayinlari, 2018), 71-72.

39 Parlak, “Endiliis'te Kitap Yazma Hadiseleri’, 201, 202; Ahmet Cevdet Pasa, Kisas-1 Enbiyd ve Tevarih-i Hulefd (Istanbul: Bedir Yayinevi,
Istanbul 1976), I/40-42.

40 Sahih-i Buhari ve Tercemesi, translated by. Mehmed Sofuoglu (istanbul: Otiiken Yayinevi, 1988), XI/5080-5084; Hamidullah, Islamin Dogusu,
34-35.

41 Samet Oztirk, Kitaplarin Diinyas (Istanbul: Neva Yayinlari, 2021), 80.

42 Abdilaziz ed-Diri, “Bagdat", Tiirkiye Diyanet Vakfi Islam Ansiklopedisi (Istanbul: TDV Yayinlari, 1991), 4/ 425-433.

43 Pedersen, Islam Diinyasinda Kitabin Tarihi, 132.

44 Erunsal, "Katuphane”, 22.

45 Lyons, Hikmet Evi, 206.
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able works through copying. The most important books of the period were written here, and the palace library laid the
groundwork for future translation activities. However, the destruction of books on philosophy and science by the grand
vizier of the Andalusian Umayyad State, Ibn Abu Amir el-Mansur (d. 392/1002), and his permission to remove and burn
unpopular books from the library in order to please Sunni scholars along with the looting of libraries by Berbers after
the collapse of the Andalusian Umayyad State led to the loss of the rich book collections in Andalusia, and these events
were a great disaster for the Andalusian culture and civilization. The Christians who took Spain back from the Muslims
burned many books and libraries belonging to Muslims in the cities they captured. The Church, Christian clergy, and the
Inquisition courts played a leading role in this.>> Andalusia witnessed the largest book-burning event in history. French
physicist Pierre Curie said: “We have 30 books left from Andalusia. We were able to split the atom. If half of the one mil-
lion burned books had reached us, we would have been traveling between galaxies in space long ago”s

The section on the burning of books in the ode written by an Arab Muslim from Granada to Bayezit II after the revolt of
the Muslims of Granada/Girnata in 1499 is very striking.

They burned all the books in our hands and threw them into filth and garbage.

They threw our religious books into the fire with mockery and insult.

They left no book for any Muslim, not even a Qur'an to be read in solitude.

Anyone who was known to fast and pray would have been thrown into the fire anyway was being thrown away.s

In the 19* century, a number of burning incidents also took place in the West. When the British army attacked Wash-
ington, the Presidential mansion and the Congress building where the Congressional Library was located were set on
fire. Scottish soldier and writer George Robert Gleig (1796-1888), as a witness to the fire, sadly described the library and
the fire as follows: "A noble library, several printing offices, and all the national archives were likewise committed to the
flames, which, though no doubt the property of government, might better have been spared”s In 1940, the New York
Times reported that a library was destroyed, leaving behind twisted and burnt beams, manuscripts, medals, porcelain,
silk flags, and catalogs.> During the 1991 Iraq war, thousands of books were lost in the looted libraries and the Palace of
Wisdom, where the manuscripts were located, was burned. The Iraqi National Library also suffered the same destruc-
tion.ss

In the 20" century, the University of Bosnia and Herzegovina and the National Library in Bosnia and Herzegovina, as
well as the Sarajevo Oriental Institute, were bombed, and ten years later, the National Library and the library in the
Ministry of Religious Endowments and Religious Affairs in Baghdad were reduced to ruins, and many works were de-
stroyed.® Manuscripts, maps, photographs, documents, cadastral records, books, and magazines in the libraries were
burned, and only less than ten percent of the books were saved.s” Manuscripts from the 17th and 19th centuries were
also burned and destroyed along with the Careva (Htunkar) Mosque built by Yavuz Sultan Selim. In the same century, in
February 1992, millions of books were destroyed in the city of Khojaly in Azerbaijan.ss

In history, librarians and archivists have preserved and saved some books from fires. The antiquarian John Leland (1503-
1552) was one of those who saved books. He describes how he protected monastery books in his book The Itinerary.s In
the same context, Fahrenheit 451's protagonist also becomes a character who wishes to save books like librarians and
archivists of the past.

2. FAHRENHEIT 451

Ray Bradbury's book, written in 1953, is an impressive work portraying a world where books are banned in which fire-
fighters burn books. Bradbury's language is dense and descriptive. The symbols and metaphors used in the novel in-
crease the depth of the themes. Fire symbolizes destruction and cleansing while being used as a burning tool and rep-
resents knowledge and rebirth in accordance with the myth of Prometheus. Books symbolizes knowledge, freedom, and

50 Johannes Pedersen, Islam Dinyasinda Kitabin Tarihi, ter. Mustafa Macit Karagdzoglu, 4. Baski (istapbul: Klasik Yayinlari, 2021), 130; Nec-
meddin Mehmet Bardakg, "Islam kiiltir ve medeniyetinin Bati'ya agilan kapisi: Endiiliis”. Kiiltiir: Iki Ayhk Kiiltiir Sanat Aragtirma Dergisi
Endiiliis Ozel Sayist 8 (2007), 46.

51 See also Necmeddin Mehmet Bardakei, “Islam kiiltiir ve medeniyetinin Bat1'ya agilan kapisi: Endiiliis”, 46-66.
52 Azmi Yiksel, "Endilus'ten II. Bayezid'a Yazilan Anonim Bir Siir", Belleten 52/205 (Aralik 1988), 1575-1583.
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59 See also Leland John. 1907. The Itinerary in or about the years 1535-1543. edited by Lucy Toulmin Smith (London: George Bell and Sons, 1907),
XI.
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individuality. The destruction of books symbolizes society's thought control. The Mechanical Hound represents the
government's oppressive power and control and symbolizes technology's authority over people. The mirror symbolizes
self-discovery and inner reflection, representing Montag's process of questioning himself and society. The narrative
style encourages the reader to think and question while bringing the mind the long history of book burnings. Why did
firefighters start burning books while they were putting out fires? Why were books deemed to be objects to be burned?
How to secure books and thus knowledge in such a society?

In the book, Bradbury imagines a society that wants to eliminate the unsettling legacy of books and decides to burn
them, echoing the past authorities who waged wars against books. 451 Fahrenheit is the temperature at which paper
burns, and it is the firemen who are tasked with burning the books. When books start burning, they crackle, splatter,
burn, curl, and disappear as paper flames. The book takes its name from the temperature at which book paper burns. It
focuses on subjects such as censorship, freedom of access to knowledge, social control, the effects of technology, fluctu-
ations in culture, and obviously books. The government in the world of Fahrenheit 451 has banned and burned books to
maintain control over society. Imagining a society deprived of the culture emanating from the book allows Bradbury to
show how technology can negatively affect human relationships and thoughts. Television and other technological devic-
es cause people to live superficial lives and lose their capacity for deep thought in the absence of books.

Guy Montag, the protagonist of the novel, is a firefighter who does not question the act of burning books in the begin-
ning, but as the novel progresses, he becomes more conscious and rebels against the imposed rules. He must deal with
those around him who believe books are harmful. He arrives at a state of mind to believe that the person who protects
and understands books will find a way to exist. Clarisse McClellan, who has a different and questioning point of view, is
Montag's young neighbor, and plays an important role in Montag's transformation. Montag's wife, Mildred, is addicted
to television and represents the superficial values of society as she is a character who is distant from her own feelings
and thoughts. Montag’s boss, Captain Beatty, advocates the necessity of book burning, and by the end of the novel, he
becomes the antagonist. Faber is a former professor and Montag's ally. He teaches Montag the value of books and how
they can change society.

According to Professor Faber in Fahrenheit 451, one of the reasons why books are important is that they are of quality.
"Books have pores, properties. They can be examined with a microscope. The more pores, the more accurately recorded
life details can fit on a page per square centimeter, the more literary it is."* Another is that books require time, and third,
books make you think. "However, you can't argue with a television receiver. Why? Because it is instantaneous, it tells you
what to think and then bangs it into your head. It tells you its conclusions so one after another that your mind doesn't
have time to object, to say, “What nonsense.”® According to Fahrenheit 451, "books are there to remind us that we are stu-
pid, foolish. They are like the guards who say to Caesar, “"Remember, Caesar, that you are mortal” as the procession passes
noisily on the street. Most of us cannot talk to everyone, we cannot know all the cities, we do not have the time, money,
or that many friends. The things we are looking for can only be seen in books."> The importance of books is emphasized
throughout the novel by Bradbury illustrating the significance given to books throughout history.

Fahrenheit 451 can be read in multiple ways due to Ray Bradbury's masterful pen. Science fiction stories are about real or
fictional events and future developments. Beyond echoing the past, the novel draws conclusions to be refrained so that
people would not lose their ability to think and imagine a better life for themselves. Fahrenheit 451 imagines a possible fu-
ture based on the changing world of the 1950s. Actions of people may yield to a wanted future if people do not solely obey
the rules of the government prohibiting books. Also, the series of events in science fiction allows its characters to find
themselves in different conditions. Fahrenheit 451's heroes, such as Montag and Faber, are strong and book lover char-
acters in the novel who experience various adventures to save books like John Leland. Besides, the novel features strong
literary arts and a beautiful style. Faber's similes about books, such as books smelling like coconuts or a spice from a for-
eign land. While describing the burning of the book, Bradbury says that the magazines are thrown away like slaughtered
birds, the books piled on top of each other resembled heaps of fish, the golden eyes of the book titles glittered during the
burning, and the kerosene vapors were like blooming flowers.® Such descriptions allow readers to imagine the events in
the history of book burnings even though their details are unknown. Wherever and whenever such an incident happened
to the books, it was disastrous and undesirable. Bradbury's masterful pen, thus, opens a way of reading for the novel to be
perceived as one of those occasions of book burnings in an imagined world of the 1950s echoing the past and cautioning
against such a future.

Displaying the effects of new inventions on people in science fiction stories is crucial to look into the future. Accordingly,
in Fahrenheit 451, the negative effects of television and computers on people are revealed through the idea that they will
cause people to stop reading books. The questions asked throughout the novel, what if people stopped reading books or
if books were banned, are Bradbury's thoughts that emerged from his fear that cinema, television, and computers would
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61 Bradbury, Fahrenheit 451,106.

62 Bradbury, Fahrenheit 451,108.

63 Bradbury, Fahrenheit 451,55, 58, 60.

ilahiyat Tetkikleri Dergisi 63/1 (2025), 98-109 / DOI: 10.29288/ilted.1584005



Fahrenheit 451 in the Context of Books and History of Book Burnings 105

dominate and surpass books and that the age would end reading. Bradbury had the foresight to see the course of the age
in the 1950s and created a work showing that such an end would be disappointing.

One of the elements that develop tension in the plot is the construction of a dystopian future. In Fahrenheit 451, the au-
thor is pessimistic about the society of the future because the end of both books and people is depressing, which is in line
with the author's thoughts. The conditions in which people find themselves in science fiction can be technological and
also sociological. Where books are burned, people are burned as well. In Fahrenheit 451, the events begin with burning
books and end with burning people themselves.*

Bradbury, who constructs this based on the importance of the book, imagines another book-loving character in a story
who expresses surrender with rebellion, saying firemen to lock him in a cloister full of books, build a wall of books over
him, even imprison him to books and then to burn them all along with him.®s Montag realizes the value of books when he
encounters such an incident as he says: “There must be something in books, things we can't imagine, to make a woman
stay in a burning house; there must be something there. You don't stay for nothing” This approach suggests that books
have much more value than simple objects. Also, during his epiphany, Montag realizes that a book can also have a voice
by saying that; “.. for the first time I realized that a man was behind each one of the books. A man had to think them up
... It took some man a lifetime maybe to put some of his thoughts down, looking around at the world and life and then I
come along in two minutes and boom! it's all over”.®

Bradbury emphasizes the importance of the book in his novel and reveals the reasons for burning it. Books contain mem-
ories that will never be lost, and that is why they are important. Books are the treasures of the world that those memoriz-
ers keep in their minds; they are alive to their lovers, and they talk to people. People can find themselves in books whereas
watching TV is just passing the time. Reading is necessary in order not to be left behind. So why were books burned?
Books were banned because they made people unhappy and disrupted their harmony with society. The path to happiness
was through being equal, so it was necessary to burn books. Novels, biographies, autobiographies, books of philosophy,
logic, and criticism were burned. The book begins by describing how Montag feels about burning books:

"It was a pleasure to burn. It was a special pleasure to see things eaten, to see things blackened and changed. With the
brass nozzle in his fists, with this great python spitting its venomous kerosene upon the world, the blood pounded in
his head, and his hands were the hands of some amazing conductor playing all the symphonies of blazing and burning
to bring down the tatters and charcoal ruins of history. With his symbolic helmet numbered 451 on his stolid head, and
his eyes all orange flame with the thought of what came next, he flicked the igniter and the house jumped up in a gorg-
ing fire that burned the evening sky red and yellow and black".

However, despite being a fireman, Montag changes his perspective on books toward the end. He starts to save as many
books as he can in his house that he cannot bear to burn, and when the books in his house are getting burned, he starts
by burning the other things he does not want. Eventually, he decides to leave his job to dedicate himself to a much more
noble cause: protecting the books. When he realizes that he cannot possibly save the material books, he thinks of the
method applied by older generations attempting to preserve the contents of the books: memorize. To protect the Bible
before he decides to hand it over to Beatty, he starts to memorize it indicating that: ".. no phrase must escape me, each
line must be memorized. I will myself to do it"® The novel also emphasizes the importance of human relationships and
empathy. When Guy Montag, the protagonist of the book, meets Clarisse McClellan, his perspective on the world chang-
es, and this leads to an emotional awakening. Montag has the hope that humanity can be reborn through books, and he
decides to memorize and protect the books by getting together with the fugitives, echoing the long history of people sac-
rificing their lives to save the books. The fugitives themselves need to be noted specifically. The outcast group consists
of people like professors or ex-writers among others. Shortly people who mattered once books were still valued. Banning
books also means banning people who share an affinity with them. Montag realizes shortly after encountering them that
these people are not ordinary fugitives but rather people who embarked on a mission to save the books by memorizing
them. In this way, Bradbury resonates the ideas about the history of book burnings. Even though deprived of material
objects, people can rely on their ability to memorize books as a last resort to save the content of the books.

Bradbury's concerns about new inventions, social media, and digitalization began in 1950 when people spent too much
time watching TV. With these thoughts in mind, Bradbury revealed in his novel what kind of disasters could occur when
books were banned. In an environment without no books, ignorance would continue, human relations would decline, and
books would not function in societies dependent on electronics. Thus, Montag laments: "Maybe the books can get us half
out of the cave. They just might stop us from making the same damn insane mistakes! ... An hour a day, two hours, with
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these books, and maybe ... " In a way, Bradbury through this lamentation echoes Pierre Curie's remark on the largest
book burning event. Fahrenheit 451 was written in the 1950s America. The book can be said to be a criticism of the cen-
sorship and oppression policies of this period and can also be seen as a reaction to the consumer culture and the rise
of technology in society after World War II. It is essential in the literary world and it is still relevant. Its warnings about
technology and censorship continue to be valid in today's world. The work emphasizes the power of the individual and
the importance of knowledge and states that hope and change are the guides.

In the short story that inspired Fahrenheit 451, named The Pedestrian, Bradbury showcased his thoughts about television
addiction and his fear that surrendering to television would almost perish society. Leonard Mead, the character in the
story, is a writer who likes to wander around the streets as a pedestrian. Apparently, it is the year 2131, and even though
he has been walking for ten years, he does not see anyone around. People just stay in their homes and spend the time
watching the TV. As he walked nothing could be seen in the windows except for the flickering and cold lights of TVs. He
mocks with people whispering to the houses to ask what is on the TV that night. But it is not a desired future. Police take
Leonard Mead to a psychology center for walking around and for not having a screen to look at, unlike the rest of society.
Bradbury thought about the relationship between books, society, and technology in short stories and Fahrenheit 451. He
reminds humanity that books are not just objects; they are our imagination, our memory, and even our whole world in
accordance with the thoughts of Mallarme, who thinks the book is the reason for the existence of the earth, or Bloy, who
believes people are the lines, words, or letters of a magical book and that endless book is the only thing that exists, rather
frankly that book is the world itself.”

CONCLUSION

The research found that some of the books were burned by fire, some were burned during rebellions, some were burned
for preservation purposes, and some were burned because they were full of errors or had the potential to cause errors.
For a certain period, the printing of books with errors was banned, and their copies were collected and burned. The burn-
ing of books was done to prevent development, destroy civilizations, and eliminate different ideas.

Burning is the systematic destruction of books that are considered dangerous. Bradbury's Fahrenheit 451 is a fictional-
ized account of the systematic destruction of books. It is not possible to perceive Fahrenheit 451 as a totality of realities.
However, the question in the novel, as Bradbury puts it: “what if books were objects that were burned?” took us to the
historical process of book burning. Although it is science fiction, the fact that the novel begins with a fire and the ways
in which books are destroyed brought us to the point of discussing whether such events have occurred in history. With
the transformation of the novel into history, history’s own realities and cries emerged. With this study, it was tried to
emphasize the violence against books, the extent of the invasion, and the perspective on scientific and cultural values.
Another concern in the novel is the fear that people will stop reading books and become dependent on technology. In
Fahrenheit 451, this fear was prevented with various measures. In this context, an attempt was made to present these
measures with examples that are similar to history.

The most important factor in people's rise from nomadism to the level of civilization was the knowledge of cultural
characteristics and their transfer to writing. The most common way for this transmission to occur across generations
is through writing and therefore books. Nowadays, interaction with information is progressing rapidly. Developments
in the field of science and technology cause, make it necessary, to constantly update the definition of the concept of in-
formation.” The main point of Bradbury's Fahrenheit 451 can be extended to say that while keeping up with technology,
traditional and digital media should be used together without disregarding any means of carrying knowledge. Since the
speed of access to information cannot be accurate while keeping up with technology, classical sources should be used as
the basis for accessing information. This essay has demonstrated such an approach in reading history alongside science
fiction literature.

Thus, the discussion has brought us to the current state of our own times almost 70 years after the original publication
date of Fahrenheit 451. The evolution of books from print to the internet should not diminish the interest and commit-
ment to books. Internet-oriented media may be seen as convenient and for protection, but they will never replace the
book that is held, felt, and owned. Information stored on internet platforms always carries the risk of loss because digital
information is vulnerable to neglect and destruction. For this reason, books will continue to live as long as they are pre-
served and passed down from generation to generation for the development of people and societies. The new generation
should be raised with an understanding of culture and art, and the pleasure of reading should be given, not the pleasure
of burning.

The novel about books written by an author who loved books very much reveals the value of books and libraries and the
necessity of protecting them. We do not know Bradbury's relationship with the Qur'an and Islam, but in a way, he whis-
pers to all humanity the first command of Allah to the Prophet Muhammed, “Read!".
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GENISLETILMisS OZET

Kitaplar yazilmig, yazdirilmis, istinsah yoluyla gogaltilmig, miizayede ya da sahaflardan alinmig; miras, intikal gibi du-
rumlarda el degistirmis; kitaplara bagis ve hibe yoluyla sahip olunmustur. Zaman zaman kitaplar, alimler i¢gin bir zorun-
luluk, zenginler igin ise tezyinat unsuru olmustur. Kitap meraklilarinin istedigi kitaba ulagmak i¢in kitap miizayedel-
erinde gosterdikleri ugrasin gesitli eserlerde ifade edildigine rastlanmigtir. Emevi ve Abbasiler'den itibaren kitaba biiyiik
deger verildigi gorilmiigtir. Abbasiler dénemi (750-860), antik medeniyetlerden terciimelerin yapildig: dénemdir.
Ispanya'daki Islam yénetiminden Irak'taki Abbasi kralligina kadar her yerde kiitiiphaneler kurulmustur. Bagdat'ta kuru-
lan Beyttlhikme'de eserler tercime edilirken, serhleri de yapilmigtir. Buradaki faaliyetler daha sonraki asirlarda biytk
yankilar uyandirmigtir. Bagdat'ta baglayan hareket ve olusturulan kiitiiphaneler devletin diger sehirlerine dagilmus,
Islam sehirleri, ilim ve fende birbirleriyle yarigir hale gelmistir. Kiitiiphaneden arastirma merkezine déniisen Beytul-
hikme'ye Misir, Filistin, Suriye, Irak, Yukar1 Mezopotamya, Kiigiik Asya, Konstantiniyye, iran, Horasan, Harezm, Hint
ve Sudan'dan kitaplar getirilmigtir. Tarih boyunca kitabin ve kiitiphanelerin gelismesi, insanlarin kitaba gosterdikleri
o6nemden kaynaklanmaktadir. Seckinler arasinda yazarlarla kitaplarina hami olma gelenegi, kisa siire sonra biyiik
kiitiiphanelerin olugmasini saglamistir. Kiitiiphanelerin olusumunda da eski kiitiiphaneler ilham kaynad1 olmustur. Is-
lam cografyasinda bugiin katalogu bulunan ilk kiitiiphane 13. yiizyilda Sam'da kurulmus olan Esrefiyye kitiphanesidir.
Islam tilkeleri igerisinde &ézellikle Bagdat'ta Abbasi kiitiiphanesi, Kahire'de Fatimi Kiitliphanesi ve Kurtuba'daki Endiiliis
Emevileri kiitiphanesi buytk ve 6zel kiitiphaneler arasindadir. Osmanli'da kiitiphaneler, I. Bayezid (1389-1402) done-
minden itibaren dénemin devlet adamlari, kadinlari ve alimleri tarafindan kurulmustur. 18. ylizyil, Sadrazam Damat
fbrahim Paga'nin 6n ayak olmasiyla kiitiiphaneler ve kiitiiphanelerdeki kitaplarin sayisinin arttig: bir dénemdir. Kii-
tiphaneler bittin giizel 6zellikleri ile korunurken farkli amaglarla zaman zaman yagmalanmais, kapatilmis, restore edil-
mis, bir kismi da yeniden kurulmustur. Tarih boyunca kiitiiphaneler ve arsivler gesitli saldirilara maruz kalmais, bilgiyi
korumak ugruna kattphaneciler ve argivciler yagsamlarini tehlikeye atmiglardir. Kitaplarin 6nemine vakifken insanlar
tarafindan yakilmas;, kitap ciltlerinin asker ayakkabilarina tabanlik yapmak igin kullanilmasi, gamurlu yollara basamak
olmasi, bazi esyalar1 gliglendirmek igin kullanilmasi, eski kitaplarin olagandis: yollarla kullanimina yonelik uygulamalar
arasinda yerini almistir. Kitaplar, yizyillardir insanoglunun kaltar ve hafizasinin kiitiiphanelerde muhafaza edilen bek-
gileri olmuslar, fakat her dénemde insanlar otoriter kitaplardan her zaman endige duymus, bu tir kitaplari devletleri igin
tehdit kabul etmislerdir. Sair ve yazarlarin stirgiine gonderilmeleri, zindana atilmalar: ve kitaplarinin yakilmas: bundan
kaynaklanmistir. Tarihte kitap yakma olaylari, milattan 6ncesine dayanmaktadir. M.O. 1352-1334 yillar1 arasinda Firavun
Akhenaton, Amon rahiplerinin bilgilerini imha etmekle ise baglamistir. Akhenaton'dan sonra Aton dinine ait kitaplarin
yakilmasy, kitaplarla iktidarin paralel gtice sahip oldugunu géstermistir. Yakma olaylari, dncelikle kutsal kitaplar tizerin-
de olmustur. Felsefe, astronomi gibi kadim ilimler sahasindaki kitaplar da yakilan eserler arasindadir. imparatorun buy-
rugu ile Cin'in énemli filozofu Konfiigyiis'{iin (M.O. 551-479) baz1 kitaplarinin yakilmasy, tarihte biiyiik kitap yakma olay1
olarak kayda gegmistir. Kitaplarin yakilmasi, ahldk 6gretilerine dayal Konfiigytsgiligin ve 6gretisinin temeline insani
alan Konfiigyuis'iin unutturulmak istenmesine dayandirilmigtir. Fakat Chou hanedanlid: sirasinda pek gok bagka diist-
nir gibi kitaplar: yakilan Konfligytisin distinceleri Han hanedanhid: sirasinda yeniden yaygin olarak kabul gérmugtir.
M.0.411'de Atina'da bir meydanda Protagoras'in eserleri yakilmistir. M.O. 213'te Gin Imparatoru $ih Huang-ti okumaya
son vermek amaciyla kitap yaktirmistir. M.O. 168'de Kudiis'teki Yahudi kitaphig bir ayaklanmada yanmus, 303'te de Dioc-
letiagus bir fermanla Hiristiyan kitaplarinin yaktirilmasini emretmistir. Biitiin bu tarihi olaylar, Ray Bradbury'nin 1953
yilinda yazdig: Fahrenheit 451 adli romanindan esinlenerek arasgtirilmigtir. Yakmak, tehlikeli oldugu diisintlen kitaplarin
yontemli gekilde yok edilisidir. Bradbury'nin Fahrenheit 451 adli kitabi da kitaplarin sistematik olarak yok ediligine dair
bir kurguyla yazilmistir. Kitaplar: ¢ok seven yazarin kitaplarla ilgili siradig: romans, kitaplar ve kitiphanelerin degeri
ve onlar1 korumanin gerekliligini ortaya koymaktadir. Bilim kurgu 6ykiilerinde yeni icatlarin insanlar izerinde biraktig:
etkiye yer verilir. Fahrenheit 451'de de televizyon ve bilgisayarin insanlar tizerinde yapacad: olumsuz etki, kitap okumay:
birakacaklar: dislincesiyle ortaya konmustur. Roman boyu sorulan "Peki ya insanlar kitap okumay: biraksalard: ya da
kitaplar yasaklansaydi?” sorulari, Bradbury'nin sinema, televizyon ve bilgisayarin kitaba hakim olacadi, baskin gikacags,
teknoloji gaginin okumay: bitirecegdi korkusuyla olusan diistinceleridir.
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