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Bibliometric Analysis of Research on the Accreditation Process in
Counselor Education

Nagihan OGUZ-DURAN'®| Firdevs OZTURK?

Abstract: This study aimed to present a bibliometric analysis of the scientific studies on the accreditation
process in counseling education. Bibliometric analysis is defined as "a method of analysis that quantitatively
examines scientific publications to provide insights into the current status, trends, and development of
studies within the literature." The dataset comprised 61 studies published between 1981 and 2024, identified
through a search using the keywords “accre*” and “counsel*” in the Web of Science (WoS) database on
September 13, 2024. VOSviewer 1.6.20 software was used for the analysis. The studies were analyzed based
on publication years, types, countries, languages, journals, institutions, citation counts, and keywords. The
findings indicated that although publications on the accreditation process in counselor education began in
1980, the overall number of publications was relatively low, except for the periods between 1990-1994 and
2010-2014, which can be expressed as peaks in terms of the number of publications. The most frequently
used keyword was “accreditation,” followed by “CACREP” and “counselor education.” Most studies
originated from the United States and were published in English. Among the most cited articles, an article
from Turkey ranked third. The journal that published the most articles on this subject was Journal of
Counseling and Development. In conclusion, this study provides a comprehensive assessment of
quantitative trends in the scientific literature on accreditation processes in counselor education. The
findings, which highlight the limited number of publications over a span of more than 40 years, were
discussed in relation to potential contributing factors. Additionally, recommendations were offered to
enhance accreditation processes and foster research in counselor education, particularly in Turkey.
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Psikolojik Damisman Egitiminde Akreditasyon Siirecine Yonelik
Arastirmalarin Bibliyometrik Analizi

Oz: Bu calisma, psikolojik damsmanlik egitiminde akreditasyon siirecine yonelik yapilan bilimsel
calismalarin bibliyometrik analizini sunmay1 amaglamistir. Bibliyometrik analiz, “bilimsel yayinlari nicel
olarak inceleyerek alanyazindaki c¢alismalarin mevcut durumu, egilimleri ve gelisimi hakkinda bilgi
edinmeyi saglayan bir analiz tiirii” olarak tanimlanmaktadir. Arastirmanin verilerini, 13 Eyliil 2024 tarihinde
Web of Science (WoS) veri tabaninda "accre*" ve "counsel*" anahtar kelimeleri kullanilarak yapilan tarama
sonucunda elde edilen, 1981-2024 yillar1 arasinda yayimlanmig 61 galisma olusturmustur. Analizlerde
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VOSviewer 1.6.20 yazilim1 kullanilmistir. Psikolojik danismanlik egitiminde akreditasyon siirecine iligkin
diinyada yapilmis ¢calismalar; yayin yillari, yayn tiirleri, iilkeler, yayin dili, dergiler, kurumlar, atif sayilari,
anahtar kelimelere gore dagilimlari ¢ergevesinde incelenmistir. Bulgular, psikolojik danigman egitiminde
akreditasyon siirecine yonelik yayinlarin 1980 yilinda baglamasina karsin, 1990-1994 ve 2010-2014
araliklarinda yayin sayis1 bakimindan zirve olarak ifade edilebilecek donemlerin yasanmasinin disinda genel
olarak yayin sayilariin nispeten diisiik seyrettigi tespit edilmistir. Yayinlarda en sik kullanilan anahtar
kelime "accreditation" iken "CACREP" ve "counselor education" anahtar kelimelerinin bunu izledigi;
calismalarin biiyiik bir kisminin Amerika Birlesik Devletleri merkezli oldugu ve Ingilizce dilinde
yayimlandig1 goriilmiistiir. En ¢ok atif alan makaleler arasinda Tiirkiye’den bir makale ii¢lincii sirada yer
almigtir. Bu konuda en fazla makale yayimlayan dergi Journal of Counseling and Development olmustur.
Sonug olarak, bu ¢calismada psikolojik danismanlik egitiminde akreditasyon siireclerine dair mevcut bilimsel
alanyazindaki nicel egilimlere yonelik bir durum tespiti yapilmigtir. Analiz sonuglari, kirk yili askin bir
siirede, tiim diinyada bu alanda yapilan yayinlarin gorece olarak sayica az olduguna isaret eden bu bulgularin
olas1 nedenleri tartisilmis ve Tiirkiye’de psikolojik danisman egitiminde akreditasyon siire¢ ve arastirmalari
icin bazi Oneriler gelistirilmistir.

Anahtar kelimeler: Akreditasyon, psikolojik danisman egitimi, bibliyometrik analiz

Introduction

Counseling is a critical profession that supports individuals' emotional, social, and
academic development. Enhancing the quality of services in this field requires improving the
quality of training processes, often achieved through accreditation systems. Accreditation is a
quality assurance process that verifies whether an institution or program meets established
standards. It involves an independent external evaluation to determine if the program achieves
specific quality benchmarks. This evaluation typically includes a review of curricula, faculty
qualifications, student admission requirements, and other educational components (Urofsky, 2013).
In essence, accreditation examines whether a program aligns with defined professional and
academic requirements (Meara et al., 1988).

In the context of counselor education, accreditation plays a vital role in ensuring the quality
of training and safeguarding professional standards. Accreditation of counseling programs
guarantees that counselor candidates acquire best practices, adhere to necessary ethical principles,
and gain essential professional knowledge (Jung, 1986). Although the accreditation of counseling
programs is conducted by various organizations in different countries (Hohenshil et al., 2015), the
Council for Accreditation of Counseling and Related Educational Programs (CACREP),
established in the United States in 1981, stands out as a pioneering institution in this field (Gerstein
et al., 2011). A study by Person and colleagues compared graduates from CACREP-accredited
programs (n=87) and non-accredited programs (n=28) and found that CACREP-accredited
programs were more effective in fostering professional identity development among participants
(Person et al., 2020).

Moreover, in countries like the United States, accredited programs are known to enhance
the professional recognition of their graduates, thereby expanding employment opportunities
(Burns & Cruikshanks, 2018; Fretz & Mills, 1981). Individuals seeking to become professional
counselors in the U.S. are required to take the National Counselor Examination (NCE)
administered by the National Board for Certified Counselors (NBCC). This examination is a
fundamental requirement for obtaining a counseling license and is a crucial part of the certification
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process in the counseling profession (NBCC, 2024). A study involving 4,886 participants who took
the NCE between 1995 and 1999 compared the scores of CACREP-accredited and non-accredited
program graduates, revealing that graduates from accredited programs achieved significantly
higher scores (Adams, 2006). These findings highlight CACREP accreditation as a significant
indicator of professional competence and educational quality, demonstrating that graduates of
accredited programs possess higher knowledge levels, which can strengthen professional
standards.

The importance of accreditation processes in ensuring the quality of counseling programs
and upholding professional standards is evident. Efforts to establish accreditation in counselor
education began in the United States in the 1960s, with an emphasis on defining accreditation
processes (Stripling, 1968). During the 1970s and 1980s, research focused on accreditation
processes, models, admission criteria, and educator profiles (Steinhauser & Bradley, 1983; Berven
& Wright, 1978; Jones, 1976; Miller & Sampson, 1984). In the 1990s, attention shifted to CACREP
accreditation standards, the validity of admission criteria, curriculum content, and internship
practices (Bobby, 1992; Pate, 1990; Woodard & Lin, 1999). Post-2000, research has expanded to
include topics such as international students, perceptions of professional identity, and the curricula
of accredited programs (Ng, 2006; Mascari & Webber, 2013; Walsh et al., 2023).

Globally, accreditation processes are conducted by various organizations, and the number
of accredited counseling programs is steadily increasing (Clawson & Henderson, 2004; Schweiger
et al., 2011). For instance, CACREP has accredited over 983 undergraduate and graduate
counseling programs at 472 higher education institutions since 1981 (CACREP, 2024b). In Turkey,
accreditation processes for counselor education programs have been conducted by the Association
for Evaluation and Accreditation of Teacher Education Programs (EPDAD) since 2019, with 39
out of 130 guidance and counseling undergraduate programs currently accredited (EPDAD, 2024;
Koriik, 2018). Institutions like CACREP have taken a leading role in improving counselor
education quality by continually updating their standards (CACREP, 2009, 2016, 2024a).

Counselor education in Turkey has a relatively short history, necessitating efforts to
improve the quality of education and align it with international standards (Aras Kemer et al., 2019;
Bilgili et al., 2020; Ozyiirek, 2019; Ozyiirek et al., 2021). In 2019, the Turkish Counseling and
Guidance Association established a commission (the Commission for Evaluation and Accreditation
of Counselor Education Programs) to initiate relevant efforts. It is anticipated that scientific
publications and initiatives in this area will enhance the quality of counselor education and,
consequently, the counseling services provided in Turkey. Globally, scientific studies on
accreditation in counseling education are increasing, with recent focus on accrediting online
counseling education programs (Coker & Schooley, 2009; Hardy & Meyer-Griffith, 2012;
Richards & Vigand, 2013; Snow et al., 2018). Therefore, a quantitative analysis of global scientific
publications on accreditation in counseling education will provide valuable insights into current
trends and guide future research.

This study aims to identify current trends and gaps in publications on accreditation
processes in counseling education worldwide. Different research methods, such as bibliometric
analysis, meta-analysis, and systematic reviews, are used to evaluate the literature. Bibliometric
analysis examines the structure of the literature using quantitative data such as the number of
publications, citations, and author collaborations, revealing research trends and academic impact.
Meta-analysis statistically combines quantitative findings from previous studies on a specific topic,
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providing an overall effect size. Systematic reviews comprehensively identify, evaluate, and
summarize all relevant studies on a specific research question (Donthu et al., 2021). In summary,
bibliometric analysis explores the structure and interactions within the literature, meta-analysis
synthesizes quantitative results, and systematic reviews evaluate and summarize relevant literature.

This study adopts a bibliometric analysis approach to address the following research questions:

1. What is the distribution of scientific publications on accreditation in counselor education
worldwide concerning year, type, country, language, journal, and citation count?

2. What is the distribution of authors based on citation analysis, co-authorship analysis, and
bibliographic coupling?

What is the distribution of publications by institutions?
4. What is the distribution of publications by keywords?
Method

This study employs bibliometric analysis, defined as "a type of analysis that quantitatively
examines scientific publications to provide insights into the current state, trends, and developments
in the literature" (Imani et al., 2019). In bibliometric analysis, articles and citations sourced from
scientific databases are frequently used as data. Data collection involves selecting articles and
journals relevant to the field of study (Donthu et al., 2021; van Eck & Waltman, 2017). Key
analyses in bibliometric studies include citation analysis, bibliographic coupling, and keyword
analysis. Citation analysis is utilized to identify significant works and authors in a field (Zupic &
Cater, 2015), while bibliographic coupling examines shared references between studies to reveal
thematic similarities and relationships in the literature (Arruda et al., 2022). Keyword analysis, on
the other hand, identifies commonly used terms in the literature to highlight general trends within
aresearch area (Shah et al., 2019). Finally, tools like VOSviewer are employed to visualize network
relationships and thematic clusters within the field (Ellegaard, 2018).

Data Collection Process

The Web of Science (WoS) international database was used as the data source for this study.
Web of Science (WoS) was selected for this study due to its extensive and reliable data, providing
access to high-quality academic journal content (Ellegaard, 2018). Its rigorous selection criteria
ensure the inclusion of only high-impact journals, and its historical coverage extends back to 1900
(Pranckute, 2021). Additionally, WoS offers standardized institutional affiliations and a robust
citation analysis framework, making it a more reliable tool for bibliometric research compared to
Scopus and Google Scholar (Mongeon & Paul-Hus, 2016). On September 13, 2024, a search was
conducted in the title field of WoS using the keywords "accre*", “credent®,” or “licensur*” and
"counsel*.” This search yielded 77 publications published between 1980 and 2024. Upon
reviewing the titles, abstracts, and keywords, it was determined that 21 publications focused on
accreditation in areas unrelated to the scope of this study, such as genetic counseling, infertility
counseling, obesity counseling, and cancer counseling. These publications were excluded.

As a result, 56 publications met the study criteria, comprising 51 research articles, 4
editorial pieces, and 1 early access article. The data collection process is illustrated in Figure 1.

Figure 1

The Data Collection Process
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A search was conducted in the WoS title section using the keywords "accre®",

l A total of 21 publications were excluded from the study as they did not address

accreditation in counselor education. These excluded studies focused on:

= Variables such as gender and racial inequality, multiculturalism, and leadership in

The search yielded a total of 77 publications spanning the years 1980 to 2024. | —* accredited programs (n=10)

* Accreditation in genetic counseling (n=5)

breastfeeding (n=6).

l + Counseling in health-related areas such as infertility, obesity, cancer, and

A total of 56 publications were included in the study as they addressed
accreditation in counselor education. These studies focused on:
Accreditation processes (n=15)
Licensure and competency (n=11)
Course content in accredited programs (n=12)
Accreditation in rehabilitation counseling (n=10)
Specialized areas in counselor education (e.g., addiction, gerontology,
military counseling accreditation) (n=9)

APA-accredited programs and curriculum content (n=6)

Multiculturalism and ethics (n=5).

Findings

The findings of the study are presented under four main headings in line with the research
questions. First, the section "Findings on the Year, Type, Country, Language, and Journals of
Publications in the Field of Accreditation in Counselor Education" is presented. Subsequently, the
sections "Findings Related to Authors," "Findings Related to Institutions," and "Findings on the
Most Frequently Used Keywords in Publications" follow.

Findings on the Year, Type, Country, Language, Journal, and Citation Count of Publications
in the Field of Accreditation in Counselor Education

Information on the 56 publications included in the study from the WoS database, regarding
their year of publication, type, country, language, and journal name, was analyzed and is presented
below.

First, the publication count was analyzed in five-year intervals, starting from 1980, when
the first publication was identified. The distribution of publications by year is presented in Table
1.
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Table 1
Distribution of Publications by Year of Publication

Category Number of Publications % Chart Representation

12
Year

10

1980-1984 7 12,5

1985-1989 5 8,9 8

1990-1994 10 17,9
6

1995-1999 4 7,1

2000-2004 4 7,1 ‘

2005-2009 6 10,7 5

2010-2014 10 17,9
0

2015-2019 6 10,7 K ,\q@ SISy ”@b‘ S /Q\q :\’@P‘
S &N PG E D
UM O O

2020-2024 5 8,9

According to the findings presented in Table 1, scientific publications on the accreditation
process in counselor education began in 1980, with a total of 7 publications (12.5%) in the 1980-
1984 period. The number of publications decreased to 5 (8.9%) during the 1985-1989 period. The
periods 1990-1994 and 2010-2014 saw the highest number of publications, with 10 publications
(17.9%) in each period. However, during the 1995-1999 and 2000-2004 periods, a decline in
publication numbers was observed, with only 4 publications (7.1%) in each period. In the 2005-
2009 and 2015-2019 periods, the number of publications increased to 6 (10.7%). Finally, in the
2020-2024 period, the number of publications decreased to 5 (8.9%), remaining at a relatively low
level. As shown in Table 1, there is a fluctuating publication trend across the periods, with
particularly notable increases in the number of publications during the 1990-1994 and 2010-2014
periods.

When the publications included in the study were examined by type, the frequencies and
percentages of three types of publications—tresearch articles, editorial materials, and early access
articles—were analyzed. The results are presented in Table 2.

Table 2
Distribution of Publications by Type
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Category Number of Publications % Chart Representation

Publications by
Type

Research

Articles o1 L1

Early Access Articles ||

Editorial 4 7.1 Editorial Materials 1l

Materials
Research Articles NG

Early Access

1 1.8 0 10 20 30 40 50 60
Articles ’

As shown in Table 2, when the publications were examined by type, it was found that 91.1%
(n=51) were research articles, 7.1% (n=4) were editorial materials, and 1.8% (n=1) were early
access articles. This distribution indicates that research articles dominate the literature on
accreditation processes, with other types being relatively less represented.

The distribution of publications by country is presented in Table 3, along with their
frequencies and percentages, and is also depicted on a map in Figure 1.

Table 3
Distribution of Publications by Country

Number of

Category Publications Chart Representation
Country
USA 51 91,1
Canada 4 7,1 Turkey 1
Scotland &
Australia 2 3,6 Ireland &
United Kingdom 1
United Kingdom 1 1,8 Australia |
Canada mm
USA |
Ireland 1 1,8
0 10 20 30 40 50
Scotland 1 1,8
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Turkey 1 1,8

Figure 2
Distribution of Publications by Country
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According to the findings presented in Table 3 and Figure 2, when the distribution of
publications by country is examined, it is observed that the majority of the publications, accounting
for 91.1% (n=51), were conducted in the USA. Canada ranked second with 7.1% (n=4), while other
countries were represented as follows: Australia 3.6% (n=2), the United Kingdom 1.8% (n=1),
Ireland 1.8% (n=1), Scotland 1.8% (n=1), and Turkey 1.8% (n=1).

Although publications in languages other than English can be found in WoS, an analysis of
the publications included in this study revealed that none were published in any language other
than English. Therefore, 100% (n=56) of the publications in this research were published in
English. When the findings regarding the countries of publication and the language of the
publications are considered together, it is evident that the literature is predominantly concentrated
in the USA and that English is overwhelmingly preferred in international academic publishing.

The distribution of publications by journal and the number and percentage of publications
in each journal are presented in Table 4.

Table 4
Distribution of Publications by Journal
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Cateco Number of
gory Publications 12
10
Name of the journal
8
Journal of Counseling and
£ 10 179 °
Development
4
Rehabilitation Counseling Bulletin 8 14,3
2
Counseling Psychologist 5 8,9 III
. Imm
Counselor Education and Supervision 4 7,1 1
B Journal of Counseling and Development
Journal of Addictions offender 4 71
Counseling > B Rehabilitation Counseling Bulletin
Counseling Psychologist
Rehabilitation Research Policy and
Education 3 5,4 Counselor Education and Supervision
M Journal of Addictions offender Counseling
Journal of Rehabilitation 2 3,6 . )
B Rehabilitation Research Policy and
Education
Teaching ofPsychology 2 36 M Journal of Rehabilitation
B Teaching of Psychology
Training and Education in Professional
Psvcholo 2 3,6 W Training and Education in Professional
Y gy Psychology
B Addiction Research theory
Addiction Research theory 1 1.8 W Canadian Psychology Psychologie
Canadienne
ian Psvchol Psvchologi B Counselling Psychotherapy Research
Canadian Psycho ogy Psychologie 1 1.8
Canadienne
Counselling Psychotherapy Research 1 1,8
Educational Gerontology 1 1,8
International Journal for the 1 18

Advancement of Counselling
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International Journal of Clinical and

Experimental Hypnosis ! 1.8
International Journal of Psychology 1 1,8
Journal For Specialists in Group Work 1 1,8
Journal For the Education of the Gifted 1 1,8
Journal of College Student
1 1,8
Development
Journal of Drug Education 1 1,8
Journal of Multicultural Counseling
1 1,8
and Development
Omega Journal of Death and Dying 1 1,8
Personnel and Guidance Journal 1 1,8
Psychotherapy 1 1,8
Public Relations Review 1 1,8

As shown in Table 5, the journal with the highest number of publications in the study was
Journal of Counseling and Development, accounting for 17.9% (n=10) of the publications. It was
followed by Rehabilitation Counseling Bulletin with 14.3% (n=8). Among other journals,
Counseling Psychologist ranked third with 8.9% (n=5), followed by Counselor Education and
Supervision and Journal of Addictions Offender Counseling, both with 7.1% (n=4). In the
remaining journals, each published only one article.

Findings Related to Authors

This section presents findings on prominent authors in counselor education accreditation
and their citation counts. Table 6 is organized using a cutoff based on citation count. Publications
with 11 or fewer citations were excluded from the table, with only those receiving 11 or more
citations being included. This limitation was applied to provide clearer presentation of the findings
and to focus on more prominent works.

In Table 5, the publication details, including author information, article title, journal name,
publication year, and citation counts, are presented and ranked by the number of citations, from the
most cited publication to the least cited.
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Table 5

Distribution of Publications Based on Citation Count

No Authors Title of Journal Name Year of Citation Citation
Publication Publication =~ Count Count (All
(WoS Databases)
Core)
1 Meara, Nm; Training and Counseling 1988 48 59
Schmidt, Ld; Accreditationin ~ Psychologist
Carrington, Ch; Counseling
Davis, KI; Psychology
Dixon, Dn;
Fretz, Br; Myers,
Ra; Ridley, Cr;
Suinn, Rm
2 Korkut, F Counselor International 2007 23 26
Education, Journal for
Program the
Accreditation Advancement
and Counselor of
Credentialingin ~ Counselling
Turkey
3 Borders, Ld; Research Counselor 2014 18 27
Wester, K1; Training in Education and
Fickling, Mj; Doctoral Supervision
Adamson, Na Programs
Accredited By
the Council for
Accreditation of
Counseling and
Related
Educational
Programs
4 Mascari, Jb; Cacrep Journal of 2013 17 78
Webber, J Accreditation: A Counseling
Solution To and
License Development
Portability and
Counselor
Identity
Problems
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5 Szymanski, Em; Validation of  Rehabilitation 1993 16 19
Linkowski, Dc; Rehabilitation Counseling
Leahy, Mj; Counseling Bulletin
Diamond, Ee; Accreditation
Thoreson, Rw  and Certification
Knowledge
Areas -
Methodology
and initial
Results
6 Boyd, V; Accreditation Journal of 2003 15 49
Hattauer, E; Standards for Counseling
Brandel, Iw; University and and
Buckles, N; College Development
Davidshofer, C; Counseling
Deakin, S; Centers
Erskine, C;
Hurley, G;
Locher, L;
Piorkowski, G;
Simono, Rb;
Spivack, J; Steel,
Cm
7 Kiracofe, Nm; Accreditation Journal of 1994 14 17
Donn, Pa; Grant, Standards for Counseling
Co; Podolnick, University and and
Ee; Bingham, College Development
Rp; Bolland, Hr; Counseling
Carney, Cg; Centers
Clementson, J;
Gallagher, Rp;
Grosz, Rd;
Handy, L;
Hansche, Jh;
Mack, Jk; Sanz,
D; Walker, Lj;
Yamada, Kt
8 Neill, Ms Accredited Vs. Public 2016 14 16
Non-Accredited: Relations
How Review
Accreditation
Impacts

Perceptions and

Readiness To
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Provide Ethics

Counsel
9 Miller, G; the Need for Journal of 2010 13 37
Scarborough, J; National Addictions &
Clark, C; Credentialing offender
Leonard, Jc; Standards for Counseling
Keziah, Tb Addiction
Counselors
10 Brooks, Dk; Counselor Journal of 1990 13 19
Gerstein, Lh Credentialing Counseling
and and
interprofessional  Development
Collaboration

As shown in Table 5, when examining the prominent authors in the field of accreditation
in counselor education, the first position is held by Meara et al. (1988) with their article titled
"Training and Accreditation in Counseling Psychology,” which received 48 citations. This is
followed by Korkut (2007) with "The Council for Accreditation of Counseling and Related
Educational Programs: Promoting Quality in Counselor Education,"” which received 23 citations,
and Borders et al. (2014) with "Research Training in Doctoral Programs Accredited by the Council
for Accreditation of Counseling and Related Educational Programs,” which received 18 citations.
It is noteworthy that one of the three most-cited articles on accreditation in counselor education in
WoS is authored by a Turkish scholar. Figure 3 visually presents the citation trends of the
publications included in the study, broken down by year.

Figure 3
Citation Trends of Publications by Year

30

25

20

Publications
T
@
suonejn

0 0
1950961 963963984 95398 9671968984 990991962993984993 968997 98899200800200200300200200200200800201201201201301201201801 201201202202 2022023024

Publications Il citations

This study is licensed under Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NonDerivative (CC BY NC ND) 458



Van Yiiziincii Yil Universitesi Egitim Fakiiltesi Dergisi, 2025; 22(2), s. 446-476.
Van Yiiziincii Y1l University Journal of Education, 2025; 22(2), p. 446-476. DOI: 10.33711/yyuefd. 1589269

When examining Figure 3, it is observed that since 1980, a total of 368 citations have been
made for 56 publications, with an annual average citation count of 9.2. The distribution of citations
by year is as follows: 22 citations in 2020, 13 citations in 2021, 12 citations in 2022, 20 citations
in 2023, and 10 citations in 2024. Notably, the year 2020 saw the highest citation count, indicating
an increase in citations for publications related to accreditation in counselor education. Since 2024
is not yet complete, a full assessment of data for this year is not possible.

When examining Figure 3, it is observed that since 1980, a total of 368 citations have been
made for 56 publications, with an annual average citation count of 9.2. The distribution of citations
by year is as follows: 22 citations in 2020, 13 citations in 2021, 12 citations in 2022, 20 citations
in 2023, and 10 citations in 2024. Notably, the year 2020 saw the highest citation count, indicating
an increase in citations for publications related to accreditation in counselor education. Since 2024
is not yet complete, a full assessment of data for this year is not possible. Figure 4 presents the
network map resulting from the author citation analysis, based on the criteria of having at least one
publication and one citation.

Figure 4
Author Citation Analysis
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According to the findings presented in Figure 4, the analysis conducted with 39 units
resulted in the identification of 9 clusters and 478 connections. When examining the most-cited
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authors, Meara, N.M., Davis, K.L., Dixon, D.N., Fretz, B.R., Carrington, C.H., Myers, R.A.,
Ridley, C.R., Schmidt, L.D., and Suinn, R.M. ranked in the top nine with 48 citations each. These
authors were followed by Szymanski, E.M., who ranked tenth with 35 citations. In terms of total
connection strength, the top three authors were Szymanski, E.M. with 50, Linkowski, D.C. with
43, and Leahy, M.J. with 32.

Figure 5 presents the network map obtained from the co-authorship analysis, conducted
based on the criteria of having at least one publication and one citation. The map identifies the
authors with the most connections and collaboration.

Figure 5
Co-authorship Analysis
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Upon examining Figure 5, the analysis results indicate that 16 authors, grouped into a single
cluster, were identified, with a total of 120 connections. Based on this analysis, it was found that
the most-cited authors (see Figure 3) were not the most connected authors. Similarly, the authors
who produced the most publications were not the most connected authors either.

Figure 6 presents the network map obtained from the bibliographic coupling analysis of
authors, based on the criteria of having at least one publication and one citation.
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Figure 6
Bibliographic Coupling Analysis of Authors

[bayd, v |
e { adamsen, nicole &
|_kerkut, fidan ]
2 )
S, vOsviewer I

1980 2000 2010 2020

In Figure 6, based on an analysis conducted with 100 units, 7 clusters, 1,071 connections,
and a total connection strength of 9,711 were identified. The most-cited authors within the 7 distinct
clusters are presented in the figure below. Within each cluster, the authors with the highest
bibliographic coupling were as follows: Carrington, C.H. with 48 citations, Szymanski, E.M. with
35 citations, Korkut, F. with 23 citations, Adamson, N.A. with 18 citations, Boyd, V. with 15
citations, Maki, R.H. with 10 citations, and Coll, K.M. with 2 citations. This indicates that the
authors within each cluster have cited similar sources, suggesting that their works are within related
research areas.

Table 6 presents the authors with the most publications and the most citations in the field
of accreditation in counselor education.

Table 6
Authors with the Most Publications and Most Citations in the Field of Accreditation in Counselor
Education

Authors Number of Publications Number of Citations

Authors with the most publications

Szymanski, E.M. 6 35
Linkowski, D.C. 4 33
Leahy, M.J. 4 26
Diamond, E.E. 2 24
Thoreson, R.W. 2 24
Norcross, J.C. 2 18
Authors with the most citations
Meara, N.M. 1 48
Davis, K.L. 1 48
Dixon, D.N. 1 48
Fretz, B.R. 1 48
Carrington, C.H. 1 48
Myers, R.A. 1 48
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Ridley, C.R. 1 48
Schmidt, L.D. 1 48
Suinn, R.M. 1 48
Szymanski, E.M. 6 35

According to the findings in Table 6, among the authors with the most publications,
Szymanski, E.M. ranks first with 6 publications, followed by Linkowski, D.C. and Leahy, M.J.,
each with 4 publications. The citation counts for these authors are 35, 33, and 26, respectively.
Other authors include Diamond, E.E., Thoreson, R.W. (24 citations), and Norcross, J.C. (18
citations), each with 2 publications.

Furthermore, when examining the most-cited authors in Table 7, it is observed that Meara,
N.M,, Davis, K.L., Dixon, D.N., Fretz, B.R., Carrington, C.H., Myers, R.A., Ridley, C.R., Schmidt,
L.D., and Suinn, R.M., despite having only one publication each, are among the most-cited authors
with 48 citations. Szymanski, E.M., being both one of the most productive and most-cited authors,
presents an exceptional case. The findings in Table 6 indicate a clear distinction between the
authors with the most publications and those with the most citations.

In addition, although not among the most productive or most-cited authors, Korkut's (2007) article
ranks third in terms of citations in this field, highlighting the prominence of this publication. This
could be interpreted as a sign of growing interest in the development of counseling and guidance
in Turkey. When examining the publications that cite Korkut's (2007) article, it is observed that
these works primarily focus on topics such as supervision (Aladag & Kemer, 2016; Koriik & Kara,
2019; Oztiirk & Duran, 2023; Ozyiirek, 2009; Ulker Tiimlii & Ceyhan, 2021), psychological
counselor education and development in Turkey (Aldemir & Ilhan, 2018; Arslan & Sommers-
Flanagan, 2018; D. D. F. Korkut et al., 2008; F. Korkut, 2007; Owen & Giineri, 2015; Stockton &
Glineri, 2011), and school counseling (Cimsir & Carney, 2017; Fidan & Owen, 2008; Kose, 2017;
Sakiz & Sarigali, 2019).

Findings Related to Institutions and Publication Counts

The publications included in the study were analyzed by institution to identify the
institutions with the most publications in this field. In this context, Table 8 presents the frequency
and percentages of publications produced by the institutions with the most publications in the field
of accreditation in counselor education.

Table 8
Institutions with the Most Publications and Their Publication Counts

Institution Number of
Publications %
University of Wisconsin-Madison 7 12,5
University of Wisconsin 7 12,5
University of North Carolina 6 10,7
Michigan State University 5 8.9
Ball State University 4 7,1
George Washington University 4 7,1
University System of Maryland 4 7,1

This study is licensed under Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NonDerivative (CC BY NC ND) 462



Van Yiiziincii Yil Universitesi Egitim Fakiiltesi Dergisi, 2025; 22(2), s. 446-476.

Van Yiiziincii Yil University Journal of Education, 2025; 22(2), p. 446-476. DOI: 10.33711/yyuefd. 1589269

Colorado State University 3 5,4
Texas A&M University 3 5,4
University of Arizona 3 5,4
University of Maryland College Park 3 5,4
University of Ohio 3 5,4
Appalachian State University 2 3,6
California State University 2 3,6
Georgia State University 2 3,6
Indiana University 2 3,6
Memorial University-Newfoundland 2 3,6
Northeastern University 2 3,6

State University of New York 2 3,6
State University of Florida 2 3,6
Texas A&M University College Station 2 3,6
University of California 2 3,6
University of Missouri Columbia 2 3,6
University of Missouri 2 3,6
University of North Carolina Charlotte 2 3,6
University of North Texas Denton 2 3,6
University of North Texas 2 3,6
University of Pittsburgh 2 3,6
University of Scranton 2 3,6
University of Georgia 2 3,6
Western Michigan University 2 3,6

According to the findings presented in Table 8, among the institutions producing the most
publications, the University of Wisconsin-Madison and the University of Wisconsin are ranked
first, with 7 publications each, accounting for 12.5% of the total publications. These two institutions
are followed by the University of North Carolina, with 6 publications and 10.7% of the total
publications. Michigan State University contributed 5 publications, representing 8.9% of the total.
Ball State University, George Washington University, and the University System of Maryland each
contributed 4 publications, accounting for 7.1% of the total.

Among institutions with fewer publications, Colorado State University, Texas A&M
University, the University of Arizona, the University of Maryland College Park, and the University
of Ohio each contributed 3 publications, making up 5.4% of the total. Additionally, institutions
such as Appalachian State University, California State University, Georgia State University, and
Indiana University each had 2 publications, contributing 3.6%. These findings indicate that the
distribution of publications is not balanced across universities, with certain institutions contributing
more significantly to the literature.

Findings on the Most Frequently Used Keywords in Publications
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Table 9 presents the most frequently used keywords in the field of accreditation in
counselor education, along with the frequency of the keywords, total connection strength, and a
network map showing the relationships between the keywords.

Tablo 9
Frequency of Keywords and Total Connection Strength

Total Connection

Keyword Frequency Strength Chart Representation
accreditation 7 25
cacrep 4 15 P
training 4 15 | counselor education x
. 2 \ccounselivgpveholoyy _ graduate payohology sty
counselor education 4 14 e dlincal psychology
clinical psychology 3 13 4 caunseing psyhoagy
counseling P
psychology 3 3 - Janing —
rehabilitation
counseling Ly,
graduate admission 1 5
graduate 1 5
psychology study
prerequisities 1 5

According to the findings presented in Table 9, an analysis conducted with 47 observation
units, each appearing at least once and exhibiting relationships, resulted in the identification of 10
clusters, 123 connections, and a total connection strength of 126. Based on the findings presented
in Table 5, the most frequently used keyword is "accreditation," which appeared 7 times with a
total connection strength of 25. This is followed by the keywords "cacrep," "training," and
"counselor education," each appearing 4 times, with a total connection strength of 15. The
keywords "clinical psychology" and "counseling psychology" were each used 3 times, each with a
total connection strength of 13.

Among the less frequently used keywords, "rehabilitation counseling" appeared 2 times,
with a total connection strength of 6. Other keywords such as "graduate admission," "graduate
psychology study," and "prerequisites" appeared once each, with a total connection strength of 5.
These findings indicate that the keyword "accreditation" plays the most prominent role in the
accreditation literature, while the terms "cacrep," "training," and "counselor education" are also
frequently used.

Discussion and Conclusion

In this study, a total of 56 publications related to the accreditation process in counselor
education, obtained from the WoS database, were examined through bibliometric analysis, and
various findings were identified regarding trends in this field. The research shows that studies on
the accreditation process in counselor education began in 1980, with 7 publications in this first
period. However, during the subsequent five-year periods, significant increases in the number of
publications were observed only twice (1990-1994 and 2010-2014), with 10 publications in each
period. Overall, the publication numbers remained relatively low. These findings suggest that
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academic interest in accreditation significantly increased during the two mentioned periods, but
remained generally low, and a decline in interest is observed in the 2020-2024 period.

Based on these results, the increasing effort by academic circles to highlight the importance
of improving the quality of counselor education became more evident starting from 1980.
However, the decline in the number of publications in recent years suggests that research on the
accreditation process may have reached a saturation point globally, with researchers potentially
having already focused on this topic in earlier periods and produced sufficient knowledge. An
alternative explanation could be that researchers are now revisiting and reassessing the existing
body of knowledge. This situation might slow publication production, but it may also provide an
opportunity for more in-depth qualitative research, new topic areas, or new methods in the future.

While global trends in the literature on accreditation in counselor education show periods
of increased publication or saturation, it is noteworthy that, for Turkey, there has been no
significant trend observed since 1980, and only one publication from Turkey was found in the
study. Unfortunately, there has been no increase in the number of publications in this field for over
40 years in Turkey. Various reasons for this situation can be considered. As mentioned earlier,
accreditation of counselor education programs is carried out by different organizations in various
countries (Hohenshil et al., 2015). In the United States, studies related to accreditation in counselor
education began in the 1960s (Stripling, 1968), and the establishment of CACREP, which emerged
as a pioneering institution in this field, occurred in 1981 (Gerstein et al., 2011). In the 1990s, the
institution's accreditation standards, the validity of admission criteria, curriculum content, and
internship practices were areas of focus (Bobby, 1992; Pate, 1990; Woodard & Lin, 1999). Post-
2000, topics such as international students, professional identity perception, and the curriculum of
accredited programs emerged in the literature (Ng, 2006; Mascari & Webber, 2013; Walsh et al.,
2023). Similarly, globally, research related to accreditation processes has been carried out by
various institutions and organizations, and the number of accredited counseling programs has
increased (Clawson & Henderson, 2004; Schweiger et al., 2011).

However, in Turkey, the accreditation process has only been underway since 2019, under
the guidance of EPDAD. Despite this short history, the fact that 39 out of 130 universities with
counseling and psychological guidance programs have been accredited shows rapid development
in recent years (EPDAD, 2024; Koriik, 2018). Nevertheless, the absence of a professional law in
Turkey remains a significant gap in the field of counseling and psychological guidance. A
professional law is crucial for protecting the rights of practitioners, establishing professional
standards, and enhancing the profession's reputation. This gap exacerbates the problems faced by
professionals and negatively impacts their professional development (Kiye, 2024). Additionally,
the lack of a professional law puts the quality of counseling and psychological services at risk, as
the absence of clear standards may lead to inconsistencies in service delivery (Kiye, 2024).

As a result, the rapid development of accreditation processes in Turkey presents an
important opportunity to enhance the quality of education. However, the absence of a professional
law limits the impact of these processes. Therefore, strengthening accreditation processes and
enacting a professional law are critical for the future of the counseling and psychological guidance
field in Turkey.

In the analysis of the types of studies included in this research, it was found that research
articles make up a significant portion of the literature on the accreditation process. This indicates
that most academic studies in the field of counselor education are research-based, with editorial
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content and early access articles being less represented. The high proportion of research articles
can be seen as an important indicator of the field’s scientific development and the enhancement of
the knowledge base.

When examining the distribution of publications by country, it was observed that the
majority of publications related to the accreditation process were conducted in the United States.
Canada ranked second, with other countries being represented by lower proportions. This suggests
that accreditation in counselor education is predominantly focused in the U.S. This aligns with the
fact that both the counseling profession (Super, 1955) and accreditation studies in this field
(Stripling, 1978) originated in the United States and spread globally. Additionally, the relatively
low number of publications from other countries highlights the lack of diverse perspectives and
practices regarding accreditation processes at the global level. Although accreditation processes
have been carried out by various institutions worldwide and the number of accredited counselor
education programs has increased (Clawson & Henderson, 2004; Schweiger et al., 2011), it appears
that this has not led to an increase in publications on the subject.

For the U.S., it is considered normal for the number of accreditation-related publications to
remain steady and spread over the years. However, for countries like Turkey, which began their
accreditation journey relatively late, there is an increased importance of research and publications
in this area. Therefore, the findings of this study, indicating that the majority of publications in this
field are produced in the U.S., point not only to a research gap in Turkey but also in other countries
where counselor education is practiced. This suggests a broader global need for further research in
this area.

The findings regarding the language of publications show that all publications included in
the study were published in English. This indicates the dominance of English as the primary
language in international academic publishing, but also highlihts the potential limitations it may
impose on the sharing and accessibility of knowledge in counselor education. The absence of
publications in languages other than English could lead to the exclusion of contributions from
researchers in different linguistic and cultural contexts. Therefore, promoting a multilingual
academic environment is crucial for addressing accreditation processes in a more diverse and
inclusive way (Ammon, 2001; Drubin & Kellogg, 2012).

This study was conducted on publications indexed in the WoS database, where English-
language publications dominate at a global level (Mongeon & Paul-Hus, 2016). While this
approach ensures the inclusion of studies with broad international visibility, it also inherently limits
access to research published in other languages and indexed in different databases. Various non-
English studies on accreditation may exist in national and regional databases that were not within
the scope of this study. Future research could expand on these findings by incorporating additional
databases to provide a more comprehensive perspective on accreditation research across diverse
linguistic and regional contexts.

In the analysis of the types of publications included in this study, it was found that the
Journal of Counseling and Development contributed significantly as the most published journal.
This suggests that certain journals serve as important platforms for publications related to the
accreditation process. However, it should be noted that other journals also make significant
contributions. Despite the existence of various journals in the field of counseling, it is crucial to
understand why publications on accreditation are limited to specific journals. In fact, the limited
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number of publications on this topic globally makes it understandable that the few publications that
exist are concentrated in major journals.

When examining the prominent authors and citation analysis, it was found that the most-
cited studies in the field of accreditation in counselor education were authored by specific
researchers. This indicates that some studies in the field have a high impact, and certain researchers'
contributions stand out. Moreover, the fact that a Turkish author has contributed to one of the most-
cited works highlights Turkey's presence in the international literature and its contribution to the
knowledge base in this field. Increasing these contributions will further enhance the body of
knowledge on counselor education and accreditation.

Evaluating citation counts and the impact of publications reveals that a substantial number
of citations have been made, and the annual average citation count is relatively notable. In
particular, citation increases in certain years indicate growing academic impact of publications on
the accreditation process. This suggests that the topic of accreditation in counselor education is
gaining more attention from academic circles, and the field is becoming increasingly recognized.
However, the lack of data for the most recent year makes it difficult to draw a definitive conclusion
on whether this trend will continue.

When considering author interactions, it was observed that some of the most-cited authors
are not among the most connected in the field. This indicates that there is a lack of a strong
interaction and collaboration network in the research area. Thus, it is evident that studies in
counselor education should be enriched with more collaboration and communication. Additionally,
the fact that the most productive authors are not the most connected suggests that greater interaction
and synergy in the field's knowledge production are needed.

Examining publication production and the influence of authors shows that specific
researchers are citing similar sources and working on common topics. This indicates the presence
of a shared knowledge pool regarding accreditation processes, while also offering opportunities for
greater collaboration and knowledge exchange among researchers.

When evaluating the institutions producing publications and their publication counts, it is
clear that certain universities contribute more to the literature. The distribution of publication
numbers across different universities is not balanced, with institutions such as the University of
Wisconsin-Madison, the University of Wisconsin, and the University of North Carolina playing a
pioneering role. This suggests that the topic of accreditation should not be addressed by a few select
institutions but should be approached within a broader academic framework. Encouraging the
participation of different institutions in accreditation-related research can enhance the knowledge
base and diversity of the field.

The analysis of keywords and research trends highlights the importance of accreditation in
counselor education. According to this analysis, the frequent use of keywords related to
accreditation indicates that the topic is a prominent focus in the literature. The frequency of
keyword usage helps identify research trends and key themes in the field. Considering less
commonly used keywords is also important for increasing the thematic diversity of counselor
education research and advancing the depth of the field.

Suggestions

Based on the findings of this study, several recommendations have been developed
regarding accreditation processes in counselor education.
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1. The development of publications over time shows that the topic of accreditation has
garnered interest periodically. However, in light of the findings of this study, it appears that after
the first 15-year period, there has been no significant increase in the number of publications related
to accreditation, and the majority of existing publications are primarily USA-centered. This
suggests the need for a more in-depth examination to understand why research on accreditation
processes has remained limited. For the United States, this may be considered an indication of
saturation in the field, while for other countries, it highlights that the topic of accreditation has not
advanced sufficiently. Therefore, there is a significant need for the comparative study of counselor
education programs at the country level, along with an assessment of the current state. The
publication distribution showing the dominance of USA-centered research and the limited
representation from other countries points to the need for different perspectives on accreditation at
the global level. In this context, it is recommended to develop international collaborations for a
more comprehensive approach to accreditation processes. Research involving contributions from
academics in different countries would provide a richer perspective by incorporating cultural
differences and varying practices related to accreditation into the literature.

2. Due to the limitation of this study to the WoS database, it is recommended that research
from other databases, such as TR Index and others, be considered in order to obtain a broader
perspective. Including such databases will contribute to a more comprehensive evaluation of
publications outside the dominance of the English language in accreditation-related research.
Additionally, the fact that all publications included in the study were in English may limit the
sharing and accessibility of knowledge. To address this, it is important to encourage publications
in different languages. Creating a multilingual academic environment will diversify and enrich the
knowledge base in accreditation within counselor education.

3. The fact that the Journal of Counseling and Development is the journal with the highest
number of publications on the topic indicates that it provides an important platform for research on
the accreditation process. However, to expand the knowledge base in the field and offer diverse
perspectives, it is recommended to increase the variety of journals in which research is published.
Publications in different journals can enrich the scope of accreditation-related studies, thereby
contributing to the field. It is expected that as the number of publications increases, journal
diversity will also grow. However, if there is a potential increase in publications in the coming
years, but these publications are still confined to a limited number of journals, the reasons for this
should be re-evaluated, and necessary steps should be taken to foster the development of the field.

4. The citation analysis conducted in this study reveals that there is a lack of a strong
interaction and collaboration network among certain authors in the field of counselor education.
This indicates the need to strengthen collaboration and communication. Involvement of researchers
in joint projects and providing opportunities for collaborative work could make significant
contributions to the development of the field. For instance, members of the Psychological
Counseling and Guidance Education Program Evaluation and Accreditation Unit (PDR-EPDAB)
established under the Turkish Psychological Counseling and Guidance Association have published
awork titled "An Examination of the Opinions of Faculty Members on Critical Accreditation Issues
in Counselor Education in Turkey" (Ozyiirek et al., 2021). Such collaborations can enhance the
knowledge base in the field. Furthermore, the increasing number of accreditation teams worldwide,
such as CACREP, can help promote publications from organizations like the Turkish Psychological
Counseling and Guidance Association and the PDR-EPDAB. As a result, it is recommended to
organize various activities and platforms to increase collaboration. It was observed that the
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publications reviewed in this study were conducted by researchers from only specific institutions.
Encouraging participation in accreditation-related research from different universities could
increase the knowledge base and diversity in the field. In this context, it is crucial to increase
resources and support to encourage more institutions to conduct research and contribute.

5. The analysis of keywords and research trends in this study highlights the significance of
accreditation in the field of counselor education. According to this analysis, the frequent use of
keywords related to accreditation indicates that this topic is a prominent focus in the literature.
Accreditation is considered a critical element within counselor education, which is why it is
frequently addressed in research. However, it is also important to consider less commonly used
keywords in order to increase research diversity. By exploring new topics and methods, researchers
can create a more comprehensive knowledge base on accreditation processes.

6. The fact that only one author from Turkey is among the most-cited research in this field
indicates that the topic of counselor education has not yet been sufficiently addressed in Turkey.
This suggests the need for more research on accreditation processes in Turkey. It is hoped that the
increased participation of Turkish academics in this area will not only enhance the national
knowledge base but also contribute to the international literature. Therefore, an increase in research
on accreditation in Turkey presents an important opportunity for the development of the field.

7. This study was conducted as a bibliometric analysis with the aim of mapping the trends,
key authors, and institutional contributions to the field of accreditation in counselor education. The
analysis revealed important patterns regarding publication trends, author networks, and
geographical distribution. Based on these findings, future studies could expand the scope by
employing other research methodologies such as systematic reviews or meta-analyses. These
approaches would help provide deeper insights into the specific characteristics of the studies, such
as the methodologies used, key findings, and thematic areas covered. Such contributions could
further enrich the literature by offering a more nuanced understanding of accreditation processes
and their impact on counselor education. Additionally, a systematic review could offer a more
comprehensive synthesis of the evidence, highlighting gaps in the research and providing
recommendations for future studies in this field.

8. This study focuses on the bibliometric analysis of research conducted on accreditation.
As aresult, it does not include findings on the impact of accreditation processes on undergraduate
or graduate programs in psychological counseling and guidance. However, future studies can be
designed to specifically examine the effectiveness of accreditation processes on the quality of
undergraduate and graduate programs, graduate profiles, curricula, and related aspects.
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Genis Ozet
Giris
Psikolojik danigmanlik, bireylerin sosyal, duygusal ve akademik gelisimini destekleyen,
toplum refah1 acisindan kritik bir meslektir. Bu meslegin etkili bi¢imde yiiriitiilmesi gili¢lii bir
egitim altyapisina dayanmakta olup, bu altyapinin giivence altina alinmasinda akreditasyon
sistemleri temel bir rol oynamaktadir (Urofsky, 2013). Akreditasyon; program yapisi, egitici

yeterlilikleri, staj uygulamalar1 ve 6grenci kabul kosullarini bagimsiz kuruluslarca degerlendirerek,
etik, bilgi ve beceri temelli bir giivence mekanizmas1 sunar (Meara et al., 1988; Jung, 1986).

Bu alandaki en etkili kurumlardan biri, 1981'de ABD'de kurulan CACREP’tir. CACREP
yalnizca akademik kaliteyi degil, ayn1 zamanda mesleki kimlik gelisimini ve mezunlarin is
piyasasindaki tanmnirligin1 da destekler (Gerstein et al., 2011). 1960’lardan itibaren baslayan
akreditasyon arastirmalar1 zaman i¢inde ¢esitlenmis; miifredat yapisi, egitici yeterlikleri ve staj
uygulamalari gibi temalara odaklanilmistir (Stripling, 1968; Steinhauser & Bradley, 1983). 2000’1i
yillardan itibaren ise profesyonel kimlik, uluslararasi 6grenci egitimi ve ¢evrim i¢i programlarin
akreditasyonu gibi konular 6ne ¢ikmistir (Ng, 2006; Mascari & Webber, 2013).

Tiirkiye'de psikolojik danismanlik egitimi gorece yeni bir alan oldugundan, egitim
kalitesini artirma ve uluslararasi standartlarla uyum saglama gabalar1 onemlidir (Aras Kemer et al.,
2019; Ozyiirek et al., 2021). Tiirkiye'deki akreditasyon siireci 2019°da EPDAD ile baglamis; 130
programdan 39’u akredite edilmistir (EPDAD, 2024). Ancak bu gelismeye ragmen Tiirkiye
kaynakli yayinlarin azlig1 dikkat c¢ekicidir. Oysa akreditasyon, hem mesleki yeterliklerin gelisimi
hem de kiiresel gegerlilik agisindan kritik 6neme sahiptir.

Son yillarda damigmanlik egitiminin akreditasyonuna dair kiiresel ilgi nispeten artmigtir.
Ozellikle gevrim i¢i programlarin akreditasyonu gibi yeni alanlar arastirmalara konu olmaktadir
(Coker & Schooley, 2009; Hardy & Meyer-Griffith, 2012). Bu kapsamda yapilan bilimsel
yayinlarin bibliyometrik analizi, mevcut egilimleri, eksik alanlar1 ve gelisim firsatlarini ortaya
koyma ac¢isindan degerlidir. Bu ¢aligma, danigmanlik egitimi akreditasyonuna dair yayinlara iligkin
asagidaki aragtirma sorularini yanitlamay1 amaglamaktadir:

1. Yaymlarin yil, tiir, tilke, dil, dergi ve atif sayilarina gore dagilimi nasildir?
2. Auf ve ortak yazarlik analizine gore yazarlarin dagilimi nedir?
3. Yaymlar hangi kurumlar tarafindan yapilmaktadir?
4. En sik kullanilan anahtar kelimeler nelerdir?
Yontem

Bu ¢aligma, bibliyometrik analiz yontemiyle yliriitiilmiistiir. Bu yontem, alanyazini nicel
olarak inceleyerek bilgi birikimini ve arastirma egilimlerini ortaya koyar (Imani et al., 2019). 13
Eyliil 2024°te Web of Science veri tabaninda “accre*”, “credent*” veya “licensur*” terimleri
“counsel*” ile birlikte baglikta aranmis, 1980-2024 arasinda yayimlanan 77 yayindan 21°1 kapsam
dis1 birakilarak 56’s1 analiz edilmistir. Bunlarin 51°i arastirma makalesi, 4’1 editoryal yazi, 1’1
erken erisim makalesidir. VOSviewer 1.6.20 yazilimi ile yayinlar y1l, tiir, tilke, dil, kurum, atif ve
anahtar kelime temelinde analiz edilmistir.

Bulgular
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Psikolojik danismanlik egitimi akreditasyonu {izerine yapilan yayinlarin 1981°de basladigi,
ancak kirk yili agkin siirede gorece az sayida yayin tretildigi goriilmiistiir. Arastirma makaleleri
tiir olarak baskindir. Calismalar biiyiik 6l¢ciide ABD ve Kanada'da yogunlagmis, dil olarak ise
Ingilizce agik sekilde 6ne gikmustir.

Atif bakimindan en etkili yayin, Meara ve digerlerinin 1988’de yayimladigi “Training and
Accreditation in Counseling Psychology” adli c¢alismadir (59 atif). Onu, Korkut’un (2007)
Tiirkiye’deki akreditasyon siirecine odaklanan makalesi (26 atif) ve Borders ve arkadaslarinin
(2014) arastirmasi (26 atif) izlemektedir. Tiirk bir aragtirmacinin en ¢ok atif alan ilk ii¢ calismada
yer almasi dikkat ¢ekicidir.

En ¢ok yayin yapan dergi, Journal of Counseling and Development olmustur. Kurumlar
bakimindan ise University of Wisconsin System ilk sirada yer alirken; onu University of North
Carolina, University of Wisconsin Madison ve University System of Ohio izlemistir. Ilk 20
kurumun tamaminin ABD'de bulunmasi, literatiiriin bu {ilkeye yogunlastigini gostermektedir.

Anahtar kelimeler arasinda en ¢ok kullanilan terim “accreditation” olurken, “CACREP” ve
“counselor education” diger 6ne ¢ikan kelimeler olmustur. En ¢ok yayin yapan yazarlarla en ¢ok
atif alan yazarlar farklidir. Ayrica, yazarlar arasi is birliginin sinirli kaldigi gézlemlenmistir.

Sonug¢ ve Tartisma

Elde edilen bulgular, alandaki akademik ilginin 1980’lerde basladigini ve 6zellikle 1990—
1994 ile 2010-2014 arasinda yayin sayisinda artis oldugunu gostermektedir. Ancak genel olarak
yayinlar sinirli kalmig, 2020-2024 doneminde ise diisiis gozlenmistir. Bu durum, alanin kiiresel
diizeyde doygunluga ulastigini ya da arastirmacilarin mevcut literatlirii yeniden degerlendirme
stirecinde olduklarini diigiindiirmektedir. Tiirkiye 6zelinde, 1980°den bu yana anlamli bir yayin
artis1 gozlemlenmemis ve yalnizca bir Tiirk arastirmaci bu calisma kapsaminda taranan dizinlerde
eser vermesiyle alana katki sunmustur. Bu, Tirkiye’de danisman egitimi programlarinin
akreditasyona yonelik arastirmalarinin yetersizligini gostermektedir. Tirkiye’de akreditasyon
stireci, 2019°da EPDAD onciiliigiinde baslamis ve kisa siirede 130 programdan 39’u akredite
edilmistir (EPDAD, 2024; Koriik, 2018). Ancak meslek yasasinin olmamasi, danigmanlarin
haklarinin korunmasini ve mesleki standartlarin olusumunu olumsuz etkilemektedir (Kiye, 2024).
Bu eksiklik, mesleki gelisimi engellemekte ve hizmet kalitesinde belirsizlik yaratmaktadir.

Arastirma tiirleri, yayinlarin biiyiik Olclide arastirma makalelerinden olustugunu
gostermektedir. Bu, bilimsel gelisimin arastirma temelli ilerledigine igarettir. Yayinlarin cogu ABD
kaynakli olup, Kanada ikinci siradadir. Diger iilkelerin katkisi ise oldukg¢a smirlidir. Bu da
akreditasyon konusunun kiiresel ¢esitlilikten uzak oldugunu ve farkli perspektiflerin eksikligini
gostermektedir. Tiim yaymlarm Ingilizce olmasi, bu dilin akademideki hakimiyetini ortaya
koymaktadir. Ancak bu durum, farkli kiiltiirel baglamlardan gelen arastirmacilarin katkisinm
sinirlamakta, bilgiye erisimde kapsayiciligi azaltmaktadir (Ammon, 2001; Drubin & Kellogg,
2012). Bu nedenle ¢ok dilli akademik ortamlar tesvik edilmelidir.

Yaymlarin belirli dergilerde toplanmasi, alanin dar bir mecrada ele alindigim
gostermektedir. Journal of Counseling and Development en ¢ok yayina ev sahipligi yapmustir. Atif
analizleri, baz1 aragtirmacilarin alanda 6ne ¢iktigim1 ve yiiksek etki yarattigini gostermektedir.
Tiirkiye’den bir yazarin en ¢ok atif alanlar arasinda yer almasi ise uluslararasi katki agisindan
onemlidir.
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Atif sayilarindaki artis, konunun akademik etkisinin siirdiigiinii gdstermektedir. Ancak
yazarlar aras1 is birliginin zayif olmasi, arastirmalarin daha fazla etkilesimle yiiriitiilmesi
gerektigini ortaya koymaktadir. Bazi tiretken yazarlarin baglantisiz olmasi, bilgi iiretiminde sinerji
eksikligini géstermektedir.  Kurum bazinda degerlendirme, baz1 iiniversitelerin alanyazina daha
fazla katki sundugunu ve bu katkinin esit dagilmadigin1 ortaya koymaktadir. Bu, akreditasyon
konusunun daha genis bir akademik c¢ercevede ele alinmasini gerekli kilmaktadir.

Anahtar kelime analizleri, akreditasyonun danisman egitimi alanindaki merkezi roliinii
vurgulamaktadir. Ancak az kullanilan anahtar kelimelerle yeni konulara ydnelmek, tematik
cesitliligi ve derinligi artiracaktir. ~ Sonug olarak, akreditasyon siireglerine yonelik kiiresel ilgi
dalgali bir seyir izlerken, Tiirkiye'de bu alandaki iiretim siirli kalmistir. Kalici etki i¢in yasal
diizenlemelerin yapilmasi ve akademik arastirmalarin tesvik edilmesi 6nemlidir. Cok merkezli, ¢ok
dilli ve disiplinler arasi is birliklerine dayali calismalar, alandaki gelisime 6nemli katkilar
sunacaktir.
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