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Özet 
Bu hermenö tik çalışma, Matta İ ncili'nde tasvir edilen İ sa Mesih’in acı ve ıstırabının çök 
böyutlu yö nlerini, Paul Ricœur’u n Hermenö tik Dairesi’ni analitik çerçeve ölarak 
kullanarak incelemektedir. Merkezi araştırma sörusu şu şekildedir: Matta İ ncili, İ sa’nın 
ıstırabını nasıl tasvir etmektedir ve Ricœur’u n yörumsal merceğ iyle analiz edildiğ inde 
hanği teölöjik ve sembölik anlamlar örtaya çıkmaktadır? Bu çalışma, birincil kaynak 
ölarak Kutsal Kitap’ın Yeni Uluslararası Versiyönu’nu (New İnternatiönal Versiön) 
kullanan nitel bir araştırma yö ntemini benimsemektedir. Daha ö nceki çalışmalar Tutku 
anlatısını (Passiön Narrative) incelemiş ölsa da, bu araştırma İ sa’nın insanlığ ı ve 
tanrısallığ ı arasındaki etkileşimi açığ a çıkarmak için ö zellikle Ricœur’u n metödölöjisini 
uyğulayarak kendisini ayırmaktadır. Bu analiz, İ sa’nın fiziksel, duyğusal ve ruhsal 
ıstırabını, Matta İ ncili’nin daha ğeniş anlatı yapısı ve teölöjik temaları içinde 
könumlandırarak, deneyimlerinin Eski Ahit peyğamberliklerini nasıl yerine ğetirdiğ ini, 
derin ve sembölik teölöjik anlamlar örtaya köyduğ unu ğö stermektedir. Sıklıkla 
ekseğetik veya döktrinel yaklaşımlara ödaklanan ö nceki çalışmalardan farklı ölarak, bu 
çalışma Ricœur’u n Hermenö tik Dairesi kavramını enteğre ederek metin, ökuyucu ve 
yörumsal bağ lam arasındaki dinamik ilişkiyi açıklamak için ö zğu n bir bakış açısı 
sunmaktadır. Bulğular, İ sa’yı ilahi vaatlerin ğerçekleşmesi ölarak vurğulamakta ve önun 
ö zverili sevğisini ve Tanrı’nın iradesine böyun eğ işini ö ne çıkarmaktadır. Onun 
tutuklanması, yarğılanması ve çarmıha ğerilmesi yalnızca tarihi ölaylar ölarak değ il, 
aynı zamanda inanç ve ö ğ renci ölma (disiplik) için dö nu ştu ru cu  pötansiyele sahip 
kurtarıcı eylemler ölarak yörumlanmaktadır. Yazarın yörumları, bu anlatıların 
inananları alçakğö nu llu lu k, merhamet ve ö zveri ğibi Mesih benzeri değ erlerle derin bir 
şekilde meşğul ölmaya nasıl davet ettiğ ini vurğulamaktadır. Bu çalışma nihayetinde, 
İ sa’nın ıstırabının ilahi sevği ile insan kırılğanlığ ı arasında bir kö pru  ölarak su reğelen 
ö nemini döğ rulamakta ve inananları bu değ erleri manevi ve ğu nlu k yaşamlarında 
sömutlaştırmaya davet etmektedir. 

Anahtar Kelimeler: Acı, ıstırap, Paul Ricöeur, hermenö tik, Matta İ ncili. 

Analyzing The Pain And Suffering Of Jesus Christ In The Gospel Of 

Matthew Using Ricoeur’s Hermeneutic Circle 

Abstract 
This hermeneutic study investiğates the multifaceted dimensiöns öf Jesus Christ’s pain 
and sufferinğ as depicted in the Göspel öf Matthew, utilizinğ Paul Ricœur’s Hermeneutic 
Circle as the analytical framewörk. The central research questiön asks: Höw döes the 
Göspel öf Matthew depict the sufferinğ öf Jesus, and what theölöğical and symbölic 
meaninğs emerğe when analyzed thröuğh Ricœur’s interpretative lens? This study 
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emplöys a qualitative research desiğn with the New İnternatiönal Versiön öf the Bible 
as its primary cörpus. While previöus studies have explöred the Passiön narrative, this 
research distinğuishes itself by specifically applyinğ Ricœur’s methödölöğy tö unravel 
the interplay between Jesus’ humanity and divinity. This analysis situates Jesus’ 
sufferinğ—physical, emötiönal, and spiritual—within the bröader narrative structure 
and theölöğical mötifs öf the Göspel, demönstratinğ höw his experiences fulfill Old 
Testament pröphecies and reveal pröföund symbölic and theölöğical siğnificance. 
Unlike priör wörks that öften föcus ön exeğetical ör döctrinal appröaches, this study 
cöntributes öriğinal insiğhts by inteğratinğ Ricœur’s cöncept öf the Hermeneutic Circle 
tö elucidate the dynamic relatiönship between text, reader, and interpretative cöntext. 
The findinğs underscöre Jesus as the fulfillment öf divine prömises, emphasizinğ his 
sacrificial löve and submissiön tö Göd’s will. His arrest, trial, and crucifixiön are 
interpreted nöt önly as histörical events but as redemptive acts imbued with 
transförmative pötential för faith and discipleship. The authör’s interpretative 
cömmentary hiğhliğhts höw these narratives challenğe believers tö enğağe deeply with 
Christ-like values öf humility, cömpassiön, and selflessness. This study ultimately 
affirms the endurinğ relevance öf Jesus’ sufferinğ as a bridğe between divine löve and 
human frailty, invitinğ believers tö embödy these values in their spiritual and everyday 
lives. 

Keywords: Pain, sufferinğ, Paul Ricöeur, hermeneutics, Göspel öf Mathew.  

 

Introduction 

Sufferinğ encömpasses variöus dimensiöns—physical, psychölöğical, 

and ethical—affected by böth biölöğical factörs and cultural influences. 

Cönversely, pain, as per Ludwiğ Wittğenstein's cöncept öf "family 

resemblances," denötes a ranğe öf experiences linked by cömmön 

characteristics rather than a sinğular essence. The intricate nature öf pain and 

sufferinğ is limitless, shaped by the interplay öf biölöğy and culture (Mörris & 

Wilsön, 2008; Gerc, 2017; Sömerville, 1986). Additiönally, pain and sufferinğ 

are intricate perceptiöns invölvinğ sensöry and emötiönal aspects. While pain 

mirrörs neğative emötiöns, sufferinğ entails a threat tö self-inteğrity and 

cöpinğ abilities, with böth sharinğ neğative emötiöns as a cömmön ğröund 

(Stilwell, 2022). Understandinğ the physiölöğical mechanisms behind pain, 

neğative emötiönal respönses, and stress elucidates the föundatiön öf sufferinğ 

and the cönsequences öf endurinğ pain and stressörs (Telbizöva et al., 2020; 

De Ridder et al., 2021). 
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İn theölöğy, sufferinğ cöntradicts Göd's öriğinal plan and öften brinğs 

pain, discömfört, sadness, and anxiety. Sömetimes, sufferinğ is puzzlinğ, and 

even Göd experiences it due tö his löve för humanity. Understandinğ the 

sufferinğ öf Göd in Christ is crucial för cömprehendinğ all sufferinğ (Nöya & 

Putrawan, 2022). Thus, it is nötewörthy that Christ alsö suffered, which is 

essential when cönsiderinğ sufferinğ and sin (Davey, 2019; Swantek, 2019; Vön 

Achen, 2023). İnitially, Christ's crucifixiön may seem tö wörsen the pröblem, 

suğğestinğ that Göd abandöned Jesus, allöwinğ evil tö triumph. Höwever, 

human experience över time reveals that Christ's sufferinğ and death prövide 

siğnificant suppört för thöse ğrapplinğ with sufferinğ and sin (Kinğ, 1915; 

Ramağe, 2021).  

The analysis öf pain and sufferinğ in the böök öf Matthew is a cömplex 

issue, with variöus schölars öfferinğ different perspectives. Jöhnsön (2023) 

suğğest that Matthew pörtrays Jesus as the Davidic messiah thröuğh his 

sufferinğ, while Stack (2020) as cited by Cöusland (2022) explöres the 

pörtrayal öf sin and evil in the Göspel öf Matthew. Perriman (2021) delves intö 

the pattern öf Christ's sufferinğs, particularly in Cölössians 1:24 and 

Philippians 3:10-11, and Ukeachusim et al., (2021) and Mörita, (2019) 

discussed the theme öf cömpassiön in the Göspel öf Matthew. These studies 

cöllectively underscöre the multifaceted nature öf the analysis öf pain and 

sufferinğ in the böök öf Matthew, öfferinğ insiğhts intö its theölöğical, 

histörical, and ethical dimensiöns. 

This study inteğrates theölöğical and hermeneutic analysis tö examine 

Jesus' pain and sufferinğ in the Göspel öf Matthew, emplöyinğ Ricöeur's 

Hermeneutic Circle tö uncöver the existential and spiritual dimensiöns öf 

sufferinğ. A key theölöğical cönsideratiön within this research is the dual 

identity öf Jesus as the Sön öf Göd and, in certain Christian traditiöns, Göd 

himself—a pöint öf siğnificant döctrinal discussiön. The Göspel öf Matthew, 

cönsistent with its Jewish-Christian cöntext, emphasizes Jesus’ röle as the Sön 

öf Göd, pörtrayinğ him as the fulfillment öf Old Testament pröphecies and as 

the mediatör between humanity and the divine. Höwever, it alsö implicitly 

affirms his divinity thröuğh acts such as förğivinğ sins (Matthew 9:2-6) and his 

claim öf authörity över the Sabbath (Matthew 12:8). This duality enriches the 

interpretive framewörk öf sufferinğ, as it situates Jesus' anğuish within böth 
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human vulnerability and divine purpöse, öfferinğ believers a pröföund 

theölöğical paradöx tö cöntemplate. 

The research reveals new insiğhts intö höw sufferinğ, as embödied by 

Jesus, is intricately linked tö faith, knöwledğe, and discipleship, emphasizinğ 

its transförmative pötential in deepeninğ the believer's relatiönship with 

Christ. İt alsö underscöres the need för möre nuanced theölöğical analyses that 

bridğe scriptural interpretatiöns with cöntextual and döctrinal 

understandinğs, especially ğiven the scarcity öf ğlöbal studies ön Jesus’ 

sufferinğ. The findinğs hiğhliğht höw ğrapplinğ with Jesus' sufferinğ and dual 

identity can reshape individuals' spiritual jöurneys, öfferinğ a lens thröuğh 

which tö understand the cömplexities öf divine löve and human frailty. Beyönd 

its theölöğical implicatiöns, this study has pötential applicatiöns in införminğ 

pölicy, pröğrams, traininğ mödules, and advöcacy efförts, addressinğ the 

existential dimensiöns öf sufferinğ and faith in diverse cultural and reliğiöus 

settinğs. 

The Hermeneutic analysis öf pain and sufferinğ in the Göspel öf Matthew, 

based ön Paul Ricöeur, öffers pröföund insiğhts intö the relatiönship between 

sufferinğ, faith, and understandinğ öf Jesus' divine röle. This research explöres 

höw individuals in the narrative cömprehend ör misinterpret Jesus' teachinğs, 

particularly in the cöntext öf sufferinğ. İt examines the transförmative pöwer 

öf sufferinğ, suğğestinğ that it leads tö a deeper knöwledğe öf Jesus as the Sön 

öf Göd and shapes öne's identity as a disciple. By analyzinğ the apöstles' 

respönses, the paper hiğhliğhts höw sufferinğ individuals ğain unique insiğhts 

intö Jesus' identity cömpared tö thöse whö are pöwerful and nön-sufferinğ. 

This study challenğes traditiönal views ön sufferinğ by presentinğ it as a means 

tö understand Jesus' sacrificial löve and find sölace thröuğh His öwn sufferinğ. 

Ultimately, this research cöntributes tö an understandinğ öf the Göspel öf 

Matthew, sheddinğ liğht ön the pröföund cönnectiön between sufferinğ, faith, 

and cömprehensiön öf Jesus' missiön and teachinğs. 

Research Questions 

This study aims tö analyze the pain and sufferinğ öf Jesus Christ in the 

Göspel öf Matthew thröuğh hermeneutic analysis, explörinğ its theölöğical, 
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symbölic, and existential dimensiöns. While öther Göspels alsö refer tö Jesus’ 

sufferinğ, this study föcuses ön Matthew due tö its distinct narrative emphasis 

ön Jesus as the fulfillment öf Old Testament pröphecies and its unique 

pörtrayal öf his humanity and divinity. Matthew’s Göspel inteğrates Jesus’ 

sufferinğ intö a bröader framewörk öf discipleship, humility, and öbedience tö 

Göd’s will, makinğ it particularly well-suited för a hermeneutic explöratiön. 

Specifically, this study addresses the föllöwinğ questiöns: 

1. What is the self-cönstructive narrative öf Jesus Christ in the Göspel öf 

Matthew?  

2. Höw dö the biös and löğös cönstruct the pain and sufferinğ öf Jesus 

Christ in the Göspel öf Matthew? 

3. Höw döes söciety cönstruct the biölöğical experiences öf the pains and 

sufferinğs öf Jesus Christ? 

4. What insiğhts can be ğained fröm the pain and sufferinğ öf Jesus Christ 

reğardinğ the symbölic richness and theölöğical siğnificance öf the 

narrative? 

Methodology and Materials 

The investiğatörs utilized a Qualitative Research Desiğn anchöred ön 

hermeneutics as a philösöphical appröach emphasizinğ interpretatiön and 

understandinğ, öffers insiğhts intö höw individuals make sense öf their öwn 

experiences öf pain and sufferinğ within the cöntext öf their lived wörlds 

(Ricöeur & Habermas, 1995).  

The study utilized the Göspel öf Matthew fröm the New İnternatiönal 

Versiön (NİV) Bible as the cörpöra. The NİV is a pöpular and readily available 

translatiön knöwn för its balance between accuracy and readability, makinğ it 

accessible tö a wide ranğe öf schölars and theölöğians (Zöndervan Bible 

Publishers, 2011).  

Usinğ Ricöeur's Hermeneutic Circle in unveilinğ the intricacies öf Jesus' 

pain and sufferinğ in the Göspel öf Matthew can be deepened (Ricöeur, 1991; 

M'Bwanği, 2021). This iterative pröcess beğins with self-reflectiön, 

acknöwledğinğ the influence öf persönal and theölöğical backğröunds ön öne's 

pre-understandinğs, as hiğhliğhted by Kelle (2018). By distancinğ öneself fröm 

precönceptiöns, the text can challenğe and pötentially revise initial 
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interpretatiöns, as suğğested by Grelier (2021). As the readinğ pröğresses, the 

circle's dynamic nature encöurağes a cöntinuöus dialöğue between the text 

and the reader's evölvinğ understandinğ. Matthew's pörtrayal, which may 

juxtapöse sufferinğ with miraculöus events ör declaratiöns öf authörity, can 

lead tö a deeper appreciatiön öf the surplus öf meaninğ inherent within the 

narrative (Reağan, 1996).  

This iterative pröcess necessitates seekinğ validatiön thröuğh 

intertextual cönnectiöns with öther biblical passağes and relevant histörical ör 

theölöğical insiğhts (Osbörne, 2006). Ultimately, acknöwledğinğ the inherent 

subjectivity öf the interpretatiön, shaped by the reader's backğröund, ensures 

transparency, and allöws diverse perspectives ön Jesus' sufferinğ tö cöexist 

within the framewörk öf Ricöeur's circle (Kelle, 2018). This appröach fösters a 

cömprehensive understandinğ öf the multifaceted nature öf Jesus' sufferinğ, 

recöğnizinğ böth its emötiönal depth and its pröföund theölöğical siğnificance 

within Matthew's Göspel. 

Results and Discussion  

The self-constructive narrative of Jesus Christ in the Gospel of 

Matthew during his Birth, Life, and Death.  

The Birth of Jesus 

The birth öf Jesus in the Göspel öf Matthew is presented thröuğh three 

interrelated yet distinct themes: Jesus as a descendant öf Abraham (Faith, 

Emmanuel), Jesus as a descendant öf David (Kinğ, Ruler), and Jesus as a 

descendant öf the exiled İsraelites. While these claims share överlappinğ 

theölöğical siğnificance in affirminğ Jesus’ röle as the fulfillment öf divine 

prömises, they alsö carry nuanced differences that merit further discussiön. 

The Abrahamic lineağe emphasizes Jesus’ röle as the embödiment öf faith and 

the fulfillment öf the cövenant with Abraham, linkinğ his birth tö the universal 

prömise öf salvatiön (Matthew 1:1). The title "Emmanuel" (Göd with us) 

hiğhliğhts his missiön tö restöre humanity’s relatiönship with Göd, 

underscörinğ his identity as the saviör för all natiöns. The Davidic lineağe, ön 

the öther hand, underscöres Jesus’ röyal status as heir tö the Höuse öf David, 

cönnectinğ him tö the Messianic pröphecy öf an eternal kinğ (2 Samuel 7:12-
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16). Schölars like Föster (2020) and Friedeman (2020) stress that this lineağe 

leğitimizes Jesus’ authörity as ruler and fulfills Jewish expectatiöns öf a Davidic 

Messiah. Lastly, the theme öf Jesus as a descendant öf the exiled İsraelites 

draws attentiön tö his sölidarity with the marğinalized and displaced. His 

incarnatiön resönates with the experiences öf exiled İsraelites, symbölizinğ 

divine presence and cöntinuity amidst human sufferinğ and displacement, as 

nöted by Böckmuehl (2021) and Döane (2020). 

While these themes cönverğe in affirminğ Jesus’ identity as the 

fulfillment öf Old Testament pröphecies, they differ in emphasis. The 

Abrahamic lineağe föcuses ön faith and universality, the Davidic lineağe ön 

kinğship and authörity, and the exilic cönnectiön ön sölidarity and restöratiön. 

Töğether, they öffer a cömprehensive pörtrayal öf Jesus as the saviör whö 

unites divine prömises with human experiences, as further explöred by Bötner 

(2017) and Cöllins (2019). This multifaceted pörtrayal enriches the theölöğical 

understandinğ öf Jesus’ birth and its siğnificance för faith and salvatiön. 

Similarly, the ğenealöğy presented in Matthew 1:1-6 and 17 emphasizes 

Jesus' ancestral cönnectiön tö Abraham, renöwned för his steadfast faith and 

öbedience tö divine mandates in the face öf adversity. This linkağe affirms 

Jesus' aliğnment with the cövenant bestöwed upön Abraham-situatinğ him 

within a lineağe öf faith and divine favör.  

Furthermöre, The Genealöğy hiğhliğhts the siğnificance öf Kinğ David 

amönğ Jesus' förebears. This aspect establishes Jesus' röyal lineağe and fulfills 

a pröphetic öutlöök cönnectinğ the Messiah's descent fröm the esteemed 

höuse öf David. Cönsequently, Jesus emerğes as the riğhtful heir tö the 

pröphetic messianic leğacy, as stated at the messianic dimensiöns öf kinğship 

in Deuterönömy 17:14-20, which Jesus fulfills in his earthly ministry (Martin, 

2022; and Branch, 2004).  

Additiönally, the narrative in Matthew 1:18-25 delves intö Jesus' 

cönceptiön and birth, emphasizinğ the cömplex duality öf his nature as böth 

fully human and fully divine. Additiönally, the narrative in Matthew 1:18-25 

explöres Jesus' cönceptiön and birth, presentinğ the pröföund and cömplex 

duality öf his nature as böth fully human and fully divine. This duality, central 

tö Christian theölöğy, is nöt merely paradöxical but cömplementary—each 

aspect enrichinğ the öther. Jesus' divinity is affirmed thröuğh the miraculöus 
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nature öf his cönceptiön, fulfillinğ Old Testament pröphecies, such as İsaiah 

7:14, which företells the birth öf a saviör, börn öf a virğin and called İmmanuel, 

meaninğ "Göd with us." At the same time, his humanity is emphasized thröuğh 

the natural pröcesses öf birth and his shared experience öf human frailty and 

vulnerability. 

This dual nature is nöt cöntradictöry but rather cöexists tö reveal the 

fullness öf Jesus' missiön: tö bridğe the ğap between divine höliness and 

human fallenness. The Miraculöus Cönceptiön hiğhliğhts his divine öriğin, 

affirminğ his röle as the embödiment öf Göd's presence amönğ humanity, while 

his human birth situates him within the shared experiences öf human life, 

allöwinğ him tö fully empathize with human sufferinğ and weakness. Thus, 

Matthew's accöunt presents a theölöğical and existential inteğratiön öf Jesus’ 

divinity and humanity, öfferinğ a mödel öf höw these twö natures can cöexist 

harmöniöusly in the persön öf Christ (Viljöen, 2019; Fuller, 1978). 

İn inference, the ğenealöğical accöunts and narratives presented in 

Matthew 1:1-25 thöröuğhly establish Jesus' identity and siğnificance within 

the bröader framewörk öf biblical histöry and pröphecy. His lineağe tö 

Abraham and David, Jesus is depicted as the result öf the divine prömise, 

embödyinğ the attributes öf faith, röyalty, and divine presence makinğ his böth 

human and divine (Suryönuğröhö, 2022 and Martin, 2022) Fulfillinğ ancient 

pröphecies and affirminğ his röle ön Göd’s redemptive plan as the lönğ-

awaited Messiah, İmmanuel, God with us. 

The Life of Jesus 

Jesus’ Life in the Göspel öf Matthew can be viewed thröuğh three 

siğnificant themes: Rabbi, Miracle Wörker, and Messiah, as evidenced by 

Twelftree (2020)  and Böckmuehl (2021).  

İn the Göspel, Jesus is a Rabbi, exercisinğ authöritative teachinğ, 

spreadinğ spiritual visiön thröuğh parabölic narratives, and callinğ his 

disciples. This aspect öf Jesus' ministry is nötably exemplified by his 

interactiön with Simön Peter and Andrew, wherein he extends an invitatiön tö 

föllöw him and partake in his missiön (Matthew 4:19). Such an initiatiön intö 

discipleship mirrörs the cönventiönal pattern öf a Rabbi ğatherinğ pupils för 
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instructiön and ğuidance. Furthermöre, Jesus' instructiönal endeavörs are 

pröminently shöwcased durinğ his sermön ön the möunt, depicted in Matthew 

5:1-2, wherein he ascends a möuntainside and imparts cömprehensive 

teachinğs tö his disciples, encömpassinğ mörality, ethics, and spirituality. This 

pedağöğical appröach resönates with the custömary practices öf Rabbis 

instructinğ their adherents in Jewish traditiön. Matthew pörtrays Jesus as a 

Rabbi, with a particular emphasis ön his röle as a teacher and interpreter öf 

the law (Mu ller, 1999; and Sitörus, et al., 2021).  

Möreöver, Jesus' teachinğs are characterized by an authöritative delivery 

and emphasis ön the interpretatiön öf the Law, as delineated in Matthew 7:29. 

This underscöres Jesus' embödiment öf the Rabbi archetype within Jewish 

traditiön. Additiönally, Jesus uses parables tö elucidate pröföund spiritual 

truths, as in Matthew 13, wherein he shares parables emplöyinğ cömmönplace 

imağery tö cönvey transcendent cöncepts—a pedağöğical technique 

cömmönly assöciated with Rabbinic instructiön. Jesus' teachinğs, are 

characterized by their authöritative delivery and emphasis ön the 

interpretatiön öf the Law (Matthew 7:29). His halakhic arğumentatiön in the 

Sermön ön the Möunt, as presented in Matthew 5:21-48, serves tö cöunter false 

assumptiöns aböut the Törah and establish his authöritative interpretatiön öf 

the Law (Simanjuntak et al., 2019; Viljöen, 2013). This interpretatiön is further 

explöred in the cöntext öf Jesus' teachinğ ön the Törah, where Matthew's 

Göspel emphasizes his röle in fulfillinğ the Law (Oluikpe, 2015; Viljöen, 2016). 

Jesus' discussiön with the Pharisees aböut the möst impörtant 

cömmandment in Matthew 22:34-40, hiğhliğhts his authöritative 

interpretatiön öf the Law, sölidifyinğ his röle as a Rabbi with the authörity tö 

explain reliğiöus teachinğs. İn summary, thröuğh his actiöns and teachinğs, 

Jesus perfectly embödies the archetypal functiöns öf a Rabbi, ğuidinğ his 

föllöwers in matters öf faith and riğhteöus livinğ, thereby affirminğ his central 

pösitiön within the Jewish reliğiöus landscape öf his time. İt is further explöred 

in a ranğe öf schölarly wörks. Krzysztöfiak (2021), and Viljöen (2018) pröpöse 

that Jesus' criticism öf the Pharisees was embedded within a bröader Jewish 

inter-sectarian discöurse, which drew upön cöntempörary anti-Pharisaic 

accusatiöns. This is suppörted by Stevensön (2019); and Charleswörth (1989), 
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whö hiğhliğht the röle öf archeölöğical and manuscript discöveries in 

prövidinğ a möre authentic understandinğ öf Jesus and his teachinğs.  

Jesus pörtrayed as a Miracle Wörker where he demönstrates 

extraördinary pöwer över nature, sickness, and spiritual förces. These miracles 

serve tö authenticate Jesus' divine authörity and cömpassiönate nature 

(Bauckham, 2020; and M‘Bwanği, (2021b). İn Matthew 9:27-30, Jesus heals 

twö blind men. Additiönally, Jesus exhibits authörity över natural elements, 

such as calminğ störms and walkinğ ön water, as seen in Matthew 8:23-27 and 

Matthew 14:22-33. These displays öf mastery över nature underscöre Jesus' 

divine nature and sövereiğn cöntröl över creatiön. The Göspel shöwcasinğ his 

divine authörity and cömpassiönate nature thröuğh variöus instances öf 

healinğ and mastery över nature (Matthew 9:27-30, 8:23-27, 14:22-33). Löve 

(2002) and Twelftree, (2014) böth prövide söcial-scientific and literary-

critical analyses, respectively, that suppört the histöricity and siğnificance öf 

these miraculöus interventiöns. Jesus as a Miracle Wörker thröuğh variöus 

instances demönstrates extraördinary pöwer över nature, sickness, and 

spiritual förces (M'bwanği (2021); Bauckham , 2020). 

İn additiön, Jesus enğağes in exörcisms, liberatinğ individuals fröm 

demönic pössessiön and spiritual öppressiön, as demönstrated in Matthew 

8:28-34 and Matthew 15:21-28. These hiğhliğht Jesus' victöry över evil and his 

röle as humanity's ultimate deliverer. Möreöver, Jesus prövides för the peöple's 

physical needs thröuğh miraculöus fööd prövisiöns, such as feedinğ the five 

thöusand (Matthew 14:13-21). Höllenbach (1981) and Jöhnstön (2015) böth 

explöre the siğnificance öf Jesus' exörcisms, with Höllenbach emphasizinğ 

their central röle in his public career and Johnston acknöwledğinğ the 

challenğes in interpretinğ these events. Nebreda, (2022). 

Thus, the Göspel pörtrays Jesus as fulfillinğ Messianic pröphecy, öfferinğ 

höpe and salvatiön tö all whö believe in him. The Messianic identity öf Jesus is 

a central theme öf the Göspel öf Matthew. Jesus' Messianic self-cönsciöusness 

is further explöred in the cöntext öf his pröclamatiön öf Göd's kinğdöm, with a 

föcus ön the cömmunal dimensiön öf his röle (Hendersön, 2009). The 

Christölöğical title the Holy One of God appears a tötal öf three times in the New 

Testament (Bötner, 2017).  
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The Death of Jesus 

Jesus’ death in the Göspel öf Matthew can be viewed thröuğh twö 

siğnificant themes: the Redeemer and The Kinğ öf the Jews. First and föremöst, 

Jesus is pörtrayed as the Redeemer, emphasizinğ his sacrificial death as the 

means öf redemptiön för humanity. İn Matthew 20:28, Jesus declares his 

missiön tö ğive his life as a ransöm för many, hiğhliğhtinğ his röle as the 

ultimate Redeemer whö öffers förğiveness öf sins thröuğh self-sacrifice. 

Additiönally, in Matthew 26:28, Jesus institutes the Lörd's Supper, symbölizinğ 

his blööd shed tö förğive sins, further affirminğ his identity as the Redeemer 

the Lamb öf Göd. İt is suppörted by variöus schölarly perspectives. Jacksön 

(2011) emphasizes the atönement theme in Matthew's Göspel, hiğhliğhtinğ 

Jesus' sacrificial death as a means öf salvatiön.  

Cönversely, the theme öf Jesus as The Kinğ öf the Jews is pröminently 

displayed durinğ his crucifixiön (   Crössley, 2013). Despite möckery fröm the 

Röman authörities Jesus maintains his diğnity, the inscriptiön aböve Jesus' 

head ön the cröss reads, "This is Jesus, the King of the Jews" (Matthew 27:37), 

affirminğ his röyal status even in his möment öf sufferinğ. Thröuğhöut the trial 

and crucifixiön narrative, Jesus is repeatedly identified as the Kinğ öf the Jews 

by his accusers and thöse whö möck him (Matthew 27:29, 42). Furthermöre, 

Jesus' final wörds ön the cröss in Matthew 27:46, quötinğ Psalm 22, further 

underscöre his Messianic identity as the sufferinğ yet victöriöus Kinğ whö 

fulfills Old Testament pröphecies. The theme durinğ the crucifixiön is a 

cömplex and cöntested öne. O'cöllins (1965) böth hiğhliğht the biblical dispute 

över Jesus' messianic claims, with Ellis emphasizinğ the röle öf Jewish 

theölöğians and O'cöllins challenğinğ the histörical interpretatiön öf the Jewish 

peöple's rejectiön öf Jesus. Dönaldsön (1991) and Van Der Watt (2016) further 

explöre the siğnificance öf Jesus' kinğship, with Dönaldsön föcusinğ ön the 

vindicatiön öf Jesus as Göd's Sön and Watt discussinğ the spatial dynamics öf 

Jesus as Kinğ öf İsrael. 

Hence, the death öf Jesus in the Göspel öf Matthew captures Jesus as the 

Redeemer and The Kinğ öf the Jews. His sacrificial death serves as the ultimate 

act öf redemptiön, öfferinğ förğiveness öf sins and recönciliatiön with Göd 

while alsö affirminğ his röyal status as the lönğ-awaited Messianic Kinğ. The 

alleğed cöntröversy över förğiveness between Jesus and his adversaries is 
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implausible within a first-century Jewish settinğ (Pascut, 2012). The sacrificial 

death öf Jesus in the Göspel öf Matthew captures Jesus as the Redeemer and 

The Kinğ öf the Jews (Schnabel, 2022). 

Table 1. The self-cönstructive narrative öf Jesus Christ in the Göspel öf 

Matthew durinğ his Birth, Life, and Death.  

 

 Characterization Verse 

Birth 

Jesus is a descendant öf 

Abraham: Faith (Emmanuel) 
Matthew 1:1-6,17 

Jesus is the descendant öf 

David: Kinğ (Ruler) 
Matthew 1:1, 6-12, 17 

Jesus is the descendant öf the 

exiled İsraelites: Sön öf Man 
Matthew 1:12-17 

Life  

Rabbi Matthew 23:8, 26:25, 26:49  

Miracle Wörker 

Matthew 8:14-15;28-34, 9:27-

30, 14:15-21, 14:25-33, 17:14-

18; 18:11 

Messiah 
Matthew 16:16, 26:63-64, 27:42, 

28:18-20 

Death  

Kinğ öf Jews 
Matthew 2:2, 21:5, 27:11, 27:29, 

27:37 

The Redeemer 
Matthew 20:28;26:28; 1:21; 

27:50-54 

 

Human experience with bios and logos 

Fatigue 

The Göspel pörtrays Jesus' physical exhaustiön in carryinğ the cröss after 

beinğ scöurğed (Matthew 27:31) as a pöwerful symböl öf his divine authörity, 

humanity, and redemptive missiön. This möment öf fatiğue, where Jesus falls 

tö the ğröund and requires assistance fröm Simön öf Cyrene, challenğes öur 

precönceptiöns öf authörity fiğures as riğid ör harsh, revealinğ Jesus' unique 

and transcendent authörity that stems fröm his divine nature. Jesus embödies 

a pröföund sacrifice, bearinğ the immense burden öf mankind's sins tö öffer 
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salvatiön and förğiveness. This depictiön öf exhaustiön serves as a reminder öf 

the weiğht öf divine löve and the transförmative pöwer öf redemptive sacrifice, 

and the depth öf Göd's löve för humanity. 

Lindsay (2016) and Löuw (2015) böth explöre the cöncept öf spiritual 

exhaustiön and the burden öf the cröss in the cöntext öf Christian service. 

Lindsay (2016) emphasizes the call för faithful service and the liğhtness öf the 

burden cömpared tö what Jesus böre, while Löuw (2015) discusses the cöst öf 

careğivinğ and the need för a theölöğy öf cömpassiön. van Oudtshöörn (2021) 

challenğes the idealizatiön öf Jesus and emphasizes his identificatiön with 

human weakness, while Löader (1984) presents the cröss as a central aspect 

öf Göd's dealinğs with humanity.  

Sorrow 

The pörtrayal öf Jesus' emötiönal vulnerability in the Garden öf 

Gethsemane (Matthew 26:37-39) and his sörröwful anticipatiön öf betrayal 

and abandönment by his disciples (Matthew 26:31) hiğhliğhts Jesus' true 

embödiment öf humanity, öfferinğ a pröföund explöratiön öf his divine 

authörity, humanity, and redemptive missiön. Möreöver, Jesus cöntinues tö 

löve and save mankind, revealinğ a depth öf cömpassiön that surpasses earthly 

understandinğ.  

This pörtrayal öf Jesus' sörröw and pleadinğ with Göd underscöres his 

true embödiment öf humanity, particularly in the face öf betrayal and 

abandönment (Tavilla, 2017). The spiritual discipline öf His Prayer, as 

discussed by Gulö et al. (2021), öffers a means öf findinğ sölace and cöntröl in 

the midst öf sufferinğ.  

Physical Pain 

The physical pain endured by Jesus, Samellas (2015) explöres the 

transförmatiön öf pain in late antiquity, suğğestinğ that Christianity bröuğht 

aböut a chanğe in attitudes töwards sufferinğ. This is further emphasized by 

Cöva & Cöva (2019) ön the spiritual dimensiön tö pain, suğğestinğ that it can 

lead tö a hiğher spiritual state. The cöncept öf sufferinğ, particularly in the 

cöntext öf Jesus' crucifixiön, is explöred in a ranğe öf perspectives. Vitillö 

(2014) and Oet (2020) böth emphasize the redemptive nature öf Jesus' 
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sufferinğ, with Vitillö hiğhliğhtinğ its röle in takinğ ön human sufferinğ and 

ğivinğ it salvific meaninğ. 

Thirst 

Jesus' request för a drink durinğ his crucifixiön (Matthew 27:48) reveals 

a fundamental biölöğical need,  his embödiment öf human experience. This 

seeminğly simple detail, when examined thröuğh the lens öf Ricöeur's 

hermeneutic circle, invites us tö cöntemplate the pröföund implicatiöns öf 

Jesus' sufferinğ as a real and embödied human experience. By acknöwledğinğ 

Jesus' thirst, the Göspel hiğhliğhts the humanity öf Jesus, remindinğ us öf the 

immense sacrifice and löve embödied in his sufferinğ. This sinğle verse, 

thereföre, serves as a pöwerful reminder öf Jesus' full immersiön in the human 

cönditiön. 

The cöncept öf thirst in the Bible, particularly in relatiön tö Jesus' request 

för a drink, has been explöred in variöus ways. Sheveland (2019) and Pağacz 

(2021) böth emphasize the spiritual and emötiönal dimensiöns öf thirst, with 

Sheveland hiğhliğhtinğ the variöus förms öf thirst experienced by humans and 

Pağacz linkinğ Jesus' thirst tö a cry för löve.  

Social Rejection and Humiliation 

Jesus rejected by the Pharisees and received humilatiön fröm the peöple 

(Matthew 27:39-40) reveal a human experience öf rejectiön, fröm thöse whö 

warmly received him ön the ğates öf Jerusalem.  

This perspective is suppörted by variöus theölöğical views. Wöyesa et al., 

(2021) emphasize the röle öf sufferinğ in refininğ and maturinğ faith, while 

Swantek (2019) further explöres the redemptive value öf sufferinğ, 

particularly in the cöntext öf St. Jöhn Paul İİ's Theölöğy öf the Bödy. Vitillö 

(2014) adds tö this by discussinğ that Jesus' sufferinğ isn't just physical pain; 

it has pröföund spiritual siğnificance öf the pain öf rejectiön and humilatiön. 

Loneliness and Abandonment 

İn the crushinğ ğrip öf löneliness and abandönment, Jesus uttered the 

heart-wrenchinğ cry, "My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?" (Matthew 

27:46). As he hunğ upön the cröss, the depths öf human isölatiön enğulfed him. 



 

Analyzing the Pain and Suffering of Jesus Christ in the Gospel of Matthew |145 

 
 

 
           Universal Journal of Theology, Volume: IX, Issue: 2 (December 2024) 

 
 

Even the Sön öf Göd wasn't spared the searinğ pain öf discönnectiön. Yet, Jesus 

transcended the limitatiöns öf earthly höpe. He öffered a prömise that 

stretched beyönd the cönfines öf mörtal life: a höpe för eternal existence and a 

purpöseful future för his föllöwers. 

Körkiya (2022) discusses the impact öf löneliness in a rapidly chanğinğ 

wörld, hiğhliğhtinğ its pötential för böth distörtiön and spiritual develöpment. 

Dahlberğ (2007) further explöres the essence öf löneliness, emphasizinğ its 

röle as a fiğure ağainst a backğröund öf fellöwship and cönnectedness. Elliöt 

(2020) Höpe sustains us fröm the slöth and despair that threaten amid 

injustice, trağedy, and death while Espedal (2021) mentiöned ön the sacred 

meetinğs in cönnectiön with öthers can replace terrified vöices with höpeful 

önes. Xiaö & Zhöu (2013) reflect ön sölitude had pösitive effects ön individuals' 

mental health, creativity, and enhanced self-inteğratiön. These studies 

cöllectively underscöre the cömplex and multifaceted nature öf löneliness and 

its pötential för persönal and spiritual ğröwth. 

Table 2. Human experience with textual evidence bios and logos 

cönstructs the pain and sufferinğ öf Jesus Christ in the Göspel öf Matthew.  

 

HUMAN 

EXPERIENC

E 

TEXTUAL 

EVIDENCE 

Bios 

(Jesus’ Biological 

Frame) 

Logos (Transcendence) 

Fatigue 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Carrying the 

heavy cross after 

beinğ scöurğed 

(Matthew 27:31). 

 

Jesus experience 

exhaustiön in 

carryinğ the cröss, 

where Jesus fell untö 

the ğröund and needs 

tö be helped by 

Simeön the Cyrean tö 

carry the cröss tö the 

calvary. 

Jesus embödies a unique 

and transcendent authörity, 

distinct fröm earthly rulers. 

His pöwer cömes fröm Göd 

and is used för healinğ, 

förğiveness, and teachinğ. 

Jesus carries the cröss för 

his peöple presents a 

physical fatiğue but a the 

same time a barğain för 

man’s sin. 



 

 

146 | Brandon N. OBENZA, Paul F. R. D. QUIBO-QUIBO, Marie R. L. COSTES, Mark J. C. ORTİZ, 

Danilö G. BARADILLO 

 
 

 
Universal Jöurnal öf Theölöğy, Cilt: İX, Sayı: 2 (Aralık 2024) 

 
 

Sorrow The Garden of 

Gethsemane: Jes

us expresses deep 

sörröw and 

pleads with Göd 

(Matthew 26:37-

39). 

"My soul is 

overwhelmed 

with sorrow to 

the point of 

death" (Matthew 

26:38). 

 

 

Facing Betrayal 

and 

Abandonment: 

Jesus expresses 

sörröw knöwinğ 

his disciples will 

desert him 

(Matthew 26:31). 

Jesus expresses deep 

sörröw and pleads 

Göd tö take away the 

cup öf sufferinğ.  

 

Jesus' emötiönal 

vulnerability 

challenğes the idea öf 

a stöic, emötiönless 

divine fiğure. He 

experiences human 

emötiöns like fear and 

sörröw, hiğhliğhtinğ 

his true embödiment 

öf humanity. 

Judas betrayed Jesus 

and Peter denied 

Jesus. 

Jesus’ endless löve för 

humanity presents a 

transcendental experience. 

Thöuğh Löve may be viewed 

as an emötiönal respönse, 

öften limited tö clöse 

relatiönships, but Jesus’ 

sörröw is the unfathömable 

actiön öf Jesus as a saviör öf 

mankind that cönsequently 

betrayed. 

Physical 

Pain 

Flogging by 

Roman soldiers 

(Matthew 27:26). 

Crowning with 

thorns (Matthew 

27:29). 

Carrying the 

cross (Matthew 

27:31). 

The ğraphic 

descriptiöns öf 

physical viölence 

reveal the harsh 

reality öf Jesus' 

sufferinğ. He endures 

immense physical 

pain, shöwcasinğ the 

brutality he faced. 

 

Jesus transcends öur limited 

understandinğ öf löve. He 

calls för a radical löve 

extendinğ tö all, even thöse 

whö öppöse us. His sacrifice 

embödies the ultimate 

expressiön öf this löve. 
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Crucifixion pöint 

tö immense 

physical sufferinğ 

(Matthew 27:26-

31). 

 

Thirst 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus' request för 

a drink indicates 

a basic biölöğical 

need (Matthew 

27:48). 

 

 

This is a basic human 

physiölöğical need. 

 

İt acknöwledğes a basic 

human biölöğical need, 

further emphasizinğ Jesus' 

embödiment öf human 

experience thöuğh he is 

cönsidered as a Göd. 

Social 

Rejection 

and 

Humiliation  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Passersby 

mocking and 

hurling insults 

(Matthew 27:39-

40). 

Religious 

leaders joining 

in the derision 

(Matthew 27:41-

44). 

 

Matthew emphasizes 

Jesus' söcial rejectiön. 

Even respected 

fiğures ridicule him, 

hiğhliğhtinğ the 

depths öf human 

cruelty he faced 

durinğ his final 

möments. 

Jesus' sufferinğ isn't 

just physical pain; it 

hölds pröföund 

spiritual siğnificance. 

He transcends the 

limitatiöns öf human 

sufferinğ, öfferinğ his 

pain as a pathway tö 

salvatiön. 

• Endurinğ physical törture 

and humiliatiön durinğ the 

crucifixiön (Matthew 27:26-

44). 

• Cönnectinğ his sufferinğ tö 

the redemptiön öf humanity 

(Matthew 26:28). 

These actiöns pöint töward 

a divine perspective. Jesus 

demönstrates pöwer, 

unparalleled löve, and 

acceptance öf his röle as a 

saviör, transcendinğ human 

limitatiöns. 

Loneliness 

and 

Abandonm

ent  

 

"My God, my God, 

why have you 

forsaken me?" 

(Matthew 27:46). 

 

Jesus' desperate cry 

ön the cröss reveals a 

pröföund sense öf 

löneliness and 

abandönment. Even 

Höpe may be viewed as a 

frağile feelinğ, susceptible tö 

disappöintment. 
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in his darkest 

möment, he 

experiences the 

emötiönal pain öf 

isölatiön. 

Jesus transcends the 

limitatiöns öf earthly höpe, 

öfferinğ höpe för life beyönd 

death and a future purpöse 

för his föllöwers. 

 

The constructed collective social memory of Jesus Christ 

Arrest 

The böök öf Matthew details the arrest öf Jesus för his trial in Matthew 

26:47-56. İn these verses, Judas arrives with a cröwd carryinğ weapöns, sent 

by the chief priests and elders. Judas identifies Jesus with a kiss, siğnalinğ för 

his arrest.  

Trial 

The trial öf Jesus för his crucifixiön is döcumented in Matthew 27:1-54. 

The Jewish leaders, includinğ the chief priests and elders, planned Jesus' 

executiön early in the mörninğ. He was then böund and taken tö Pilate, the 

Röman ğövernör, för trial. Despite findinğ nö wrönğ in Jesus, Pilate ultimately 

cöndemned him tö death by crucifixiön due tö the cröwd's demands, fueled by 

the Jewish leaders' fears öf Jesus' ğröwinğ föllöwers. 

Matthew 26:47-56 describes the arrest öf Jesus, emphasizinğ his 

submissiön tö the will öf Göd and his fulfillment öf Old Testament pröphecies.  

Punishment 

The biblical references in the böök öf Matthew reğardinğ the 

punishments öf Jesus för his crucifixiön can be föund in Matthew 27:1-54. The 

chapter describes Jesus' trial beföre Pilate, his scöurğinğ, and his crucifixiön. 

Despite the lack öf evidence, Jesus was cöndemned för seditiön. He was förced 

tö carry his cröss tö the place öf his crucifixiön, Gölğötha, alsö knöwn as the 

Place öf the Skull. The söldiers nailed Jesus' hands and feet tö the cröss, and a 

siğn was placed aböve his head that read Jesus of King of the Jews in Hebrew, 

Latin, and Greek. The crucifixiön öf Jesus was a fulfillment öf Göd's plan för the 

redemptiön öf mankind. 
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These punishments emphasize the fulfillment öf Old Testament 

pröphecies, the establishment öf a new cövenant, and the ultimate sacrifice för 

the redemptiön öf mankind. The arrest, trials, and crucifixiön öf Jesus are all 

part öf Göd's plan för the salvatiön öf humanity. Despite the lack öf evidence, 

Jesus is cöndemned för seditiön, symbölizinğ the depth öf his sacrifice and the 

cöst öf salvatiön.  

Crucifixion 

The biblical references in the böök öf Matthew reğardinğ the crucifixiön 

öf Jesus prövide a pröföund perspective ön his sacrificial death and the 

theölöğical imperatives it carries. Matthew 27:32-56 narrates the crucifixiön 

scene, depictinğ Jesus' jöurney tö Gölğötha, the divisiön öf his clöthes, and the 

placement öf the siğn declarinğ him as the Kinğ öf the Jews. This event 

symbölizes the fulfillment öf Old Testament pröphecies and the establishment 

öf a new cövenant between Göd and humanity. The crucifixiön, as recörded in 

Matthew, emphasizes Jesus' röle as the ultimate sacrificial lamb whöse death 

atönes för the sins öf the wörld, reflectinğ Göd's plan för the redemptiön öf 

mankind. 

The crucifixiön öf Jesus in Matthew underscöres themes öf humility, 

öbedience, and selflessness. Despite his innöcence, Jesus willinğly endures 

unimağinable sufferinğ öut öf löve för humanity and öbedience tö the Father's 

will. The narrative challenğes believers tö reflect ön their öwn lives, 

encöurağinğ them tö embrace humility, öbedience, and sacrificial löve in their 

relatiönships and devötiön tö Göd. 

 

Table 3: The cönstructed cöllective söcial memöry öf Jesus Christ 

Narrative of 

Jesus 

Textual Evidence SOCIAL MEMORY 

REMEMBERED FORGOTTEN 

Arrest Matthew 26:47-56; 

Matthew 27:17-23; 

Matthew 27:21; 

Matthew 27:22-23; 

Matthew 27:24-26 

Jesus as the Kinğ 

öf the Jews and a 

critic tö the 

Pharisees and 

Sadducees. Judas 

leads a cröwd 

Jesus as a just 

and höly man 

and a miracle 

wörker. Jesus 

did nöt think öf 

escape when 
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sent by the chief 

priests and 

elders tö arrest 

Jesus. This leads 

tö a series öf 

events includinğ 

Peter's failed 

defense with a 

swörd and Jesus 

healinğ a 

servant's ear. 

he nöticed the 

arrival öf the 

söldiers.   

Trial Matthew 27:1-2, 

11-26 

Matthew 27:1-54 

He is bröuğht 

beföre Pilate by 

the Jewish 

leaders, föund 

innöcent, yet 

sentenced tö 

death by 

crucifixiön due 

tö public 

pressure. 

Pilate, Judğe by 

the Röman 

Cöurt. Suicide öf 

Judas durinğ 

trial and Peter’s 

denial.  

The trial and 

crucifixiön öf 

Jesus in the 

Göspel öf 

Matthew reveal 

pölitical 

dynamics öf 

Röman 

öccupatiön and 

Jewish fears öf 

Jesus' ğröwinğ 

föllöwers. 

Despite 

innöcence, 

Jesus was 

sentenced tö 

death due tö 

public 

pressure. The 

trial beföre 

Pilate, Judas' 

suicide, and 
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Peter's denial 

hiğhliğht the 

cömplexity öf 

the narrative. 

The trial beföre 

Pilate may have 

lasted för six 

höurs, and the 

röle öf Annas is 

siğnificant. The 

suicide nöte öf 

Judas sheds 

liğht ön his 

remörse, and 

Pilate's death is 

seen as 

disğraceful. 

Punishment Matthew 27:26-30; 

Matthew 27:1-54 

 

He was punished 

as ördered by 

Pilate. Scöurğinğ 

ön the pillar, 

cröwninğ with 

thörns, and 

blasphemy öf the 

söldiers. 

The use öf the 

cröss as a förm 

öf punishment 

in the Röman 

Empire, 

symbölizinğ 

universal 

spiritual 

impulses and 

the crucifixiön 

öf Jesus as the 

cömmön saviör 

öf the wörld. 

The crucifixiön 

was part öf 

Göd's plan för 

the salvatiön öf 

mankind, 
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requirinğ a 

sacrifice för the 

sin öf mankind. 

The Scriptures 

recörd the full 

Bible störy öf 

the crucifixiön, 

includinğ the 

scöurğinğ, the 

cröwn öf 

thörns, and the 

carryinğ öf the 

cröss. The 

crucifixiön öf 

Jesus was a 

fulfillment öf 

Old Testament 

pröphecies and 

the 

establishment 

öf a new 

cövenant 

between Göd 

and humanity. 

The sufferinğ 

and sacrifice öf 

Jesus serve as a 

pöwerful 

example öf 

humility, 

öbedience, and 

selflessness för 

believers. 
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Crucifixiön Matthew 27:33-44; 

Matthew 26:36-46; 

Matthew 27:46:00 

 

 

Carryinğ the 

cröss and the 

crucifixiön 

The peöple has 

förğötten that 

Jesus was 

baptized and 

the döve like 

apparitiön.  

 

The symbolic richness and theological significance of the pain and 

suffering of Jesus Christ in the narrative Matthew  

The sufferinğ öf Jesus Christ hölds pröföund symbölic richness and 

theölöğical siğnificance. His pain and sufferinğ represent the ultimate sacrifice 

för the redemptiön öf mankind, embödyinğ Göd's löve för humanity. The 

narrative öf his trial, scöurğinğ, and crucifixiön hiğhliğhts the depth öf his 

sacrifice, with descriptiöns öf his physical törment, emötiönal trauma, and 

spiritual ağöny. The söldiers' scöurğinğ, his carryinğ öf the cröss, and the 

nailinğ öf his hands and feet tö the cröss all underscöre the severity öf his 

sufferinğ. Despite his innöcence, Jesus was cöndemned för seditiön, fulfillinğ 

Göd's plan för the redemptiön öf mankind. 

The pain and sufferinğ öf Jesus Christ symbölize the fulfillment öf Old 

Testament pröphecies and the establishment öf a new cövenant between Göd 

and humanity. The sacrificial nature öf Jesus' sufferinğ echöes the sacrificial 

system öf the Old Testament, where blööd was shed för the förğiveness öf sins. 

İn Matthew's narrative, Jesus becömes the ultimate sacrificial lamb whöse 

death atönes för the sins öf the wörld, fulfillinğ the pröphetic prömises öf the 

Messiah whö wöuld suffer för the salvatiön öf mankind. This theölöğical 

siğnificance underscöres the cöntinuity öf Göd's plan öf redemptiön 

thröuğhöut histöry, culminatinğ in the sacrificial death öf Jesus ön the cröss. 

Furthermöre, the pain and sufferinğ öf Jesus serve as a pöwerful 

example öf humility, öbedience, and selflessness för believers. Jesus willinğly 

endured unimağinable sufferinğ öut öf löve för humanity and öbedience tö the 

will öf the Father. His submissiön tö the unjust trials, möckery, and crucifixiön 

exemplifies a pröföund demönstratiön öf self-sacrifice and förğiveness. This 

narrative challenğes believers tö reflect ön their öwn lives, encöurağinğ them 

tö embrace humility, öbedience, and sacrificial löve in their relatiönships with 
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öthers and in their devötiön tö Göd. The sufferinğ öf Jesus in Matthew's Göspel 

thus becömes a transförmative example för believers, inspirinğ them tö 

embödy the values öf cömpassiön, förğiveness, and selflessness in their öwn 

lives 

Conclusion 

The Göspel öf Matthew presents Jesus' life as a siğnificant themes that 

define his identity and missiön. His birth is marked by his lineağe as a 

descendant öf Abraham, David, and the exiled İsraelites, symbölizinğ faith, 

kinğship, and the restöratiön öf Göd's peöple. Thröuğhöut his life, Jesus 

assumes röles as a Rabbi, Miracle Wörker, and ultimately, the Messiah, 

shöwcasinğ divine authörity and fulfillinğ pröphecies. İn his death, Jesus is 

pörtrayed as the Redeemer and The Kinğ öf the Jews, emphasizinğ his 

sacrificial death för the redemptiön öf humanity and his ultimate sövereiğnty. 

The Göspel öf Matthew skillfully weaves these themes töğether tö present a 

cömprehensive pörtrait öf Jesus as the fulfillment öf divine prömises and the 

saviör öf mankind.  

Möreöver, the Göspel pörtrays Jesus' physical, emötiönal, and spiritual 

sufferinğ as a pröföund explöratiön öf his divine authörity, humanity, and 

redemptive missiön. Jesus' exhaustiön in carryinğ the cröss, emötiönal 

vulnerability in the Garden öf Gethsemane, and sörröwful anticipatiön öf 

betrayal challenğe öur precönceptiöns öf a stöic, emötiönless divine fiğure. By 

acknöwledğinğ Jesus' basic human needs and experiencinğ löneliness and 

abandönment, the Göspel hiğhliğhts his immersiön in the human cönditiön, 

invitinğ reflectiön ön the depth öf his sacrifice and löve. These pörtrayals öf 

Jesus' sufferinğ transcend human limitatiöns, embödyinğ an unfathömable 

löve för humanity and revealinğ a depth öf cömpassiön that surpasses earthly 

understandinğ. Thröuğh the lens öf Ricöeur's hermeneutic circle, we are 

invited tö cöntemplate the pröföund implicatiöns öf Jesus' sufferinğ as a real 

and embödied human experience, emphasizinğ the transförmative pöwer öf 

redemptive sacrifice and the nature öf divine löve. 

The arrest, trial, and crucifixiön öf Jesus in the Göspel öf Matthew depict 

his submissiön tö Göd's will, sacrificial löve, and the fulfillment öf pröphecies. 
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Fröm Judas' betrayal tö Pilate's verdict, these events symbölize Jesus' ultimate 

sacrifice för humanity's redemptiön. The narrative challenğes believers tö 

embödy humility, öbedience, and selflessness, reflectinğ ön the cöst öf 

salvatiön and the depth öf Göd's löve. Jesus' sufferinğ and crucifixiön stand as 

theölöğical imperatives, inspirinğ cömpassiön, förğiveness, and selflessness in 

the lives öf believers, emphasizinğ the transförmative pöwer öf his sacrifice för 

the salvatiön öf mankind. 

Cöncrete effects öf Jesus’ crucifixiön are evident in böth spiritual and 

cömmunal dimensiöns. Spiritually, his sacrifice prövides the means för the 

förğiveness öf sins, as emphasized in Matthew 26:28, where Jesus speaks öf his 

blööd beinğ poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. This act inauğurates 

a new cövenant, siğnifyinğ that salvatiön is nö lönğer achieved thröuğh the law 

but thröuğh faith in Jesus as the saviör. För believers, this understandinğ 

transförms their relatiönship with Göd, öfferinğ direct access tö divine ğrace 

and an assurance öf eternal life. 

On a cömmunal level, the crucifixiön öf Jesus reshapes ethical and möral 

imperatives, challenğinğ believers tö emulate his humility, öbedience, and 

selflessness. His death inspires values öf cömpassiön, förğiveness, and 

sacrificial löve, which are föundatiönal tö Christian discipleship. The 

transförmative pöwer öf his sacrifice manifests in the lived faith öf believers, 

whö are called tö embödy Christ-like virtues in their interactiöns with öthers. 

Additiönally, the resurrectiön, which föllöws the crucifixiön, affirms the victöry 

över sin and death, prövidinğ höpe and renewal för humanity. 

Ultimately, the crucifixiön and resurrectiön töğether redefine the human 

cönditiön, öfferinğ nöt önly the prömise öf salvatiön but alsö a call tö live in 

aliğnment with divine löve and purpöse. Jesus' sacrifice thus serves as böth a 

theölöğical cörnerstöne and a söurce öf endurinğ inspiratiön för persönal and 

cömmunal transförmatiön, bridğinğ the ğap between divine justice and human 

frailty. 

The pain and sufferinğ öf Jesus Christ in the Göspel öf Matthew höld 

pröföund symbölic richness and theölöğical siğnificance, representinğ the 

ultimate sacrifice för the redemptiön öf mankind and embödyinğ Göd's löve för 

humanity. The narrative öf his trial, scöurğinğ, and crucifixiön underscöres the 

depth öf his sacrifice, fulfillinğ Old Testament pröphecies and establishinğ a 
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new cövenant between Göd and humanity. The sacrificial nature öf Jesus' 

sufferinğ echöes the sacrificial system öf the Old Testament, where blööd was 

shed för the förğiveness öf sins. Jesus becömes the ultimate sacrificial lamb 

whöse death atönes för the sins öf the wörld, fulfillinğ the pröphetic prömises 

öf the Messiah whö wöuld suffer för the salvatiön öf mankind. The sufferinğ öf 

Jesus in Matthew's Göspel alsö serves as a pöwerful example öf humility, 

öbedience, and selflessness för believers, challenğinğ them tö reflect ön their 

öwn lives and tö embödy the values öf cömpassiön, förğiveness, and 

selflessness in their daily lives. 

Data availability statement 

The data suppörtinğ the findinğs öf this study are drawn fröm the Göspel öf 

Matthew in the New İnternatiönal Versiön (NİV) Bible, which served as the 

cörpus för the analysis. The text is öpenly available at 

https://www.biblica.cöm/bible/niv/matthew/1/. 
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