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Elestirel Teoriye adadigimiz 20. sayimiz icin Fabian Freyenhagen, Eva von Redecker, Rocio
Zambrana gibi bu disince geleneginin bazi 6ncl ¢cagdas temsilcileriyle birer soylesi gerceklestirdik.
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meydan okumalara karsl Elestirel Teori’nin tutumu ve toplumsal donlisimu tetiklemedeki etkinligi
Uzerine dUstncelerini sunmalarini ve Frankfurt Okulu’nun yiz yillik gegmisinde, yontem ve temalar
acisindan gecirdigi evrimi degerlendirmelerini istedik. Bu sayede soylesimiz Elestirel Teori’'nin
kokenleri ve gelecegi hakkinda yeni tartismalar icin karsilastirmali bir perspektif sunuyor.
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Abstract

For our 20th issue devoted to the Critical Theory, we conducted interviews with three leading
contemporary members of this school of thought, namely Fabian Freyenhagen, Eva von Redecker,
Rocio Zambrana. We directed each interviewee the same three questions that ask them to offer
their reflections on issues such as the power of Critical Theory to effectively respond to the new
challenges of contemporary world and instigate social tranformation and to evaluate the evolution
of the methods and themes of the Frankfurt School throughout its hundred year long history. In
this way our interview provides a comparative perspective for further debates on the roots and
future of Critical Theory.

Keywords: Critical Theory, Social Change, Dialectics, Tradition, Critique.
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Elestirel Teori’nin Diyalektigi Uzerine Bir Roportaj
An Interview on the Dialectic of Critical Theory

1-ViraVerita: Tarihi boyunca mevcut toplumsal kosullarla ilgilenen ve onlari donUstlirmeye
calisan Elestirel Teori cagimizin yeni zorluklarini ele alirken, vaadini halen vyerine
getirebilmekte midir? Elestirel Teori’nin glincel durumunu, 6zellikle Aydinlanma’nin vaatlerine
getirdikleri elestiriyi gdz dntinde bulundurarak, Adorno ile Horkheimer tarafindan onerilen
metodoloji ve bakis acilar ile sorgulayabilir miyiz? Baska bir deyisle, Aydinlanmanin
Diyalektigi'nde c¢izilmis olan cerceveyi takip ederek “Elestirel Teori’'nin diyalektiginden”
bahsedebilir miyiz? Bahsedebilirsek, boyle bir diyalektige nasil yaklasabilecegimizi

duslnUyorsunuz?

1-Fabian Freyenhagen: Elestirel Teori bugliin mevcut toplumsal kosullarla elestirel bir bicimde
ilgilenmek ve onlari dontstirmek vaadini halen yerine getirebilir, ancak bunu yapmak icin
onceki koklerine dénmek zorundadir. Bana gore, o [Elestirel Teori] ozel tir bir dznelerarasi
donls yaparak ve mesele sayllmayacak normatif temellere fazlasiyla agirlik vererek yolunu
kismen kaybetmistir. S6z konusu 6zel tlir 6znelerarasi donis, Elestirel Teori’yi cagimizin en
onemli zorluklarindan birini hatta belki de en dnemlisini ele alamayacak hale getirmistir: iklim
krizi ve daha bilyUk ekolojik krizler. Bugln Elestirel Teori geleneginde calisanlarin, bu zorlugun
nasil asllacagini  dusdndrken ilk kusagin calismalarina, 06zellikle de Aydinlanmanin
Diyalektigi'ne, donmesi tesadlf ya da sidrpriz degildir. Mesele sayllmayacak normatif
temellere odaklanmak, — Horkheimer’in 1937 tarihli ¢igir acan makalesinde de analiz edip

elestirdigi Uzere — geleneksel teori ile farkliliklari ortadan kaldirarak Elestirel Teori’nin 6zUnd

gercekten tehdit etmistir. Yanlis yonlendirilen bir tarafsizlik arayisi teori ile pratik arasinda,

teorinin pratigin diktalarina tabi kilinmasina karsi cikisiyla bilinen Adorno’nun bile
reddedecegi, bir set c¢ekmistir. Bu arayis, sonraki kusak Frankfurt Okulu dusUnurlerinin

teorilerini somdirgeci bir mantikla suc ortakligina yatkin hale getiren tarihsel baglamin

unutulmasina yol agmistir.

“Elestirel Teori’nin diyalektigi”nden s6z edilebilir mi? Evet, en azindan su sekilde edebiliriz:
Aydinlanmanin (ve genel olarak modernitenin) olumlu kazanimlarinin Horkheimer ve
Adorno’nun aydinlanmaya dair olumsuzlayici elestirilerinde kayboldugu endisesi, Habermas,
Honneth ve onlarin cergevelerinde calisan pek coklarinin modern kapitalist dinyamizin
merkezi ydnlerine karsi elestirel olmamalarina sebep olmustur. Oyle ki kendilerini kazanimlari

tehdit eden glclerin en azindan bir kismina karsi korlestirmektedirler. Honneth buna iyi bir
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ornektir. Daha radikal oldugu varsayilan bir donemde bile — sosyalizm fikrini gelistirirken —

piyasalari ortadan kaldiran toplumsal érgitlenmelerin denenmesini reddeder. Benzer sekilde,
hem Habermas hem de Honneth, toplumsal patolojileri oyle bir bicimde kurgular ki,

yaklasimlarina bastan bir statUko vyanliligl vyerlestirirler: toplumsal elestiri, yalnizca belirli

alanlari (piyasa veya burokratik yonetim gibi) denetimde tutma amacina hizmet eder ve
toplumsal yapinin bittnUyle degistirilmesi gerekecegi ihtimalini bastan tamamen dislar. Ve
cogulcu bir yaklasim yerine, normatif temeller ile ilgili kaygi ve belli bir tir sistematiklik

normatif bir monizme, hatta Honneth’in durumunda (normatif) tarihin sonuna vardigimiz

iddiasina varir. Tarafli bir Elestirel Teori’'nin dogmatikligine dair endise, ironik bir sekilde, hangi

toplumsal elestiri tasvirinin uygun oldugu da dahil olmak Uzere, dogmatizmle sonuglanmistir.

Boyle bir diyalektigi ele almak, Elestirel Teori'nin yolunu kaybetmesine karsi koymada, hiciv

gibi ifsa eden elestiri araglari ve diger retorik araclari kullanmayi iceren bir kombinasyon

gerektirecektir — ve topluma elestirel olarak yaklasirken bir seyleri farkli bicimde yapma
konusunda saglikl bir yaklasim benimsemeyi de. ikincisi ¢zellikle dnemlidir ¢tinki ilki, son on
yillarda sikca gordugimuiz Uzere, felsefenin kendisine odaklanarak felsefe Uzerine disinme
egilimini pekistirebilir ve bu da ¢cogu zaman gercekten 6nemli olan seyin, yani topluma dair
elestirel bir teori sunmanin zararina olmustur. Bu teori, hem elestirinin nesnesi (6rnegin
modern kapitalist toplumsal dinya) degistikce degismeli hem de bu nesnenin temel

ozelliklerinde ayni kaldigini taniyarak kendine sadik kalmalidir.

1- Eva von Redecker: Elestirel teorinin dogusu, ilk kusak distnurlerin Marksist cerceveyi
sadece sosyal bilimlerin cagdas ampirik calismalariyla degil, Nietzsche ile Freud’'un
metapsikolojisi gibi ek felsefi unsurlarla da zenginlestirmeleriyle gerceklesmistir. Frankfurt
Okulu ise bunu, bazi agilardan baskalarindan daha fazla, genisletmeye devam etmistir. Bu
sirecin her zaman kati bicimde diyalektik oldugunu distinmesem de Aydinlanmanin
Diyalektigi'yle beraber kuskusuz ki dyleydi. Horkheimer kendi kuramsal kanaatlerinin akut bir
kriziyle hatta ¢okisUyle karsilasmisti. Hem isci sinifinin 6zglrlesmenin savunuculari olacagi
umudu hem de ekonomik krizlerin tarihsel gelismenin énlnU acacagl varsayimi fasizmin
ortaya c¢ikisi — ve Kaliforniya slrgiini zamanindaki zaferi — tarafindan paramparca edildi.
Benim icin Aydinlanmanin Diyalektigi’'nin en cekici ve az deger goren yeniligi, icsel ve dissal
doganin lzerinde kurulan egemenligin tarihsel gelisimin motoru olduguna — artik

olumsuzlayici diyalektik olan — gecistir. Eger kitabi geriye dogru, hayvanlar ve evrim hakkindaki
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spekilasyonlardan baslayarak okursaniz bu acik hale gelir. Yikici fasist siddette serbest
birakilan sey, travmaya ugramis doganin, tim dinyaya dismanca bir katilik yansitarak kendini
mimesis odagindan koparan suclanmasidir. Bence bu yaklasim bugliin hi¢c olmadigl kadar
glnceldir. Gezegenimizde deneyimledigimiz krizde batdnlGglu vyalnizca toplumla ilgili,
toplumsal bir fenomen olarak disiinen herhangi bir analitik cerceve yetersizdir. Dolayisiyla
aragsal aklin elestirisini yeniden takdir etmenin ileri dogru devrimsel bir adim olabilecegi
diyalektik bir anda oldugumuz sdylenebilir. Ancak goriyorsunuz ki ben dizgin bir diyalektikgi
degilim, 6grenmeyi yalnizca endemik, kriz yukli bir gelisme olarak gdérmiyorum. Bazen
karsilasmalar vardir. Eger Elestirel Teori'nin gelismesini istiyorsak, kacirilan firsatlar olan
karsiolgusal karsilagsmalari da takdir etmemiz gerekir. Bir anligina ABD’ye slrgin olarak
geldiginde Adorno’nun 1938/39’da bir ders turnesinde olan C. L. R. James'i dinledigini hayal
edin. Bence bu Elestirel Teori icin Thomas Mann ile kromatik muzigi tartismaktan daha

bereketli olurdu.

1-Rocio Zambrana: Adorno ile Horkheimer’in klasik metni Aydinlanmanin Diyalektigi
glinidmuzle derinden alakali. Bu vakitli metinde Adorno ile Horkheimer modernligin esasli bir
elestirisini baslatti — her ne kadar bir rasyonellik bicimi ve tarihsel bir olay olarak modernlik
projesine 6zgl somirge siddeti gbz oninde bulundurularak bu elestirinin derinlestiriimesi
gerekse dahi. Metnin bagrinda yer alan iddiayr animsayalim: “Mit, halihazirda Aydinlanma’dir
ve Aydinlanma ise mitolojiye geri doéner.”" Bu iddianin glclni, Aydinlanma rasyonelliginin
ifade edip yerlestirdigi somUrgeye dayal iktidar matrisini gdz énlinde bulundurarak kesfetmek
aciliyet halini aldi: Bugin yasamakta oldugumuz ekolojik felaketin, miulksizlesme ve
glvencesizligin sGrmekte olan bicimlerinin, bitmek bilmez irk kaynakh terérin, toplumsal
olimle sonuclanan cinsiyete dayali siddet bicimlerinin ve yikselen fasizmin kosullarini yaratan
da bu matris. Aydinlanma’nin bir mit olmasi veya bir mit olarak islemesi kuskusuz metnin su
iddiasina damgasini  vurur: Modernligin ilerlemeden ziyade gerilemeye dayanan
gerceklesmesi, aragsal akildan kopariimis bir mefhumla karsi konulmalidir. Bir modernlik
savunusundan siyrilip, erken modern diinyada dogan tahribata ragmen geriye kalan farkl
yasam orgltleme bicimlerini —s6zUm ona kesif caginin yarattigi kiyamete ragmen dinyalar
ortaya koymaya devam etmis Yerli insanlarin gecmis-geleceklerini misal— gbz oninde

bulundurmak suretiyle, bu iddiaya derinlik kazandirmamiz lazim. "
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GUnUmuzde Adorno ile Horkheimer’in metni, irk/cinsiyet dizeniyle epistemik ve libidinal
temellerinin dayanikliligini kesfetmemize yardimci olmasi bakimindan anahtar niteliginde yine
de; gerci kapitalist modernligin siddet bicimlerinin sundugu engin kanitlar da var tabii. Baska
bir deyisle, Bati rasyonelligine kendi diliyle karsi koymamiza olanak saglayabilecek bir metin
olmaktan ziyade, halihazirdaki belaya bizi bulastiran “doga”, beden, zaman, insan, topluluk vs.
gibi seylerin kavranisina yonelik imge ve arzularin dayanikliliginin kesfedilmesine gegcit veriyor
bu metin. Adorno ile Horkheimer’in daha tutarli bir Aydinlanma kavrayisinda israr etmesi,
Lauren Berlant’la distnecek olursak, modernligin kendisiyle kurdugumuz zalim baglanmayi su
ylzune cikarabilir.V Bu mudahil olma bicimi, bizzat Aydinlanma projesinin tarihsel zararlarini
bertaraf ederek kendi tezlerini baskalarinin iddialariyla ylzlestirmek suretiyle, s6z konusu
epistemik temeller ve libidinal yatirimlara elestirel teorinin bizzat yaptigl katkinin radikal bir
ozfarkindaligini da beraberinde getiriyor. Elestirel Teori'nin ilk neslin damarindan bir
diyalektigine girismek, ekolojik bozulma, mulkstzlesme, irk kaynakli terér, soykirim ve fasizmin
yarattigl felaketin 6tesindeki dinyalarin gecmis-geleceklerine, bu radikal bicimli 6zfarkindalik
sayesinde, daha fazla katkida bulunur. Dolayisiyla benim énerim su: Adorno ile Horkheimer’in
kotlmeserligini ehlilestirmek yerine daha da ileriye tasimak, ikilinin temel metnindeki derin

icgoruleri yeni bir istikamete sokabilir.

2-ViraVerita: Elestirel Teori'nin kdklerinden glinimize tarihsel gidisatini disindigimizde
birinci kusak ile takip eden kusaklar arasinda hem sireksizlikler hem de streklilikler bulunur.
GUnUmUz baglaminda yeniden degerlendirilmeyi hak eden, degisen sosyal-tarihsel kosullar
nedeniyle gdz ardi edilip kaybolmus éngoriler oldugunu dusiniyor musunuz? Bu dngorileri
hangi baglamda ve ne sekilde tekrar gbzden gecirmeyi ve tartismayi dnerirsiniz? Diger taraftan
Elestirel Teori'nin ilk kusagindan miras kalan ve giinimuzin sosyo-politik manzarasiyla artik
alakali olmayan ve bu nedenle “modasi gecmis” olarak degerlendirilebilecek gorisler var

midir? Eger varsa, bunlar neden bir kenara birakilmali veya nasil tekrar gézden gecirilmelidir?

2- Fabian Freyenhagen: Evet, kesinlikle Elestirel Teori’'nin birinci kusaginin yeniden
degerlendirilmeyi hak eden kayip dngorileri var. Doga ile olan iliskimizden, son zamanlarda bir
dizi kuramcinin, énceki neslin bu konudaki duslincelerine geri donmemizin iyi olacagini fark
ettigi bir alan olarak bahsetmistim. Bu elbette bu dusincelerin dogrudan glnimuze
uygulanabilecegi anlamina gelmez. Ozellikle 6rnegin dogaya hikmetmek hakkinda belirli

ongoruleri (6nermesel icerikler olarak) yazildiklari baglam ve dénemden yalitmak yanlis
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olacaktir. Aslinda kendisine geri ddonmemiz ve kendisini yeniden gorevlendirmemiz gereken
sey — ifsa eden elestiri - yazma bicimi olabilir. Bu dogrultuda yapilan énemli ve imit vaad eden
bir girisim Federica Gregoratto, Heikki lkaheimo, Emmanuel Renault, Arvi Sarkela ve Italo

Testa tarafindan yazilmis elestirel natlralizm manifestosudur: https://criticalnaturalism.com/

Benzer bir bicimde ilerleme ve gerilemenin birbirine dolanikligl Elestirel Teori’'nin ilk kusag

tarafindan, dzellikle Amy Allen’in [lerlemenin Sonu kitabinda tretken bir sekilde ele alinmis bir

temadir. Yineliyorum; bu belirli bir dnermesel icerigi bir tarihsel veya diyalektik baglamdan
baskasina aktarma meselesi degildir. Genis 6lclide soy kitlgln sorunsallastirici bir arag olarak

yenilenmesi ve tekrar ise kosulmasidir.

Baska bir drnek, erken Elestirel Teorisyenlerin, ozellikle Adorno ve Marcuse’nin, psikanalizi
fasist propaganda ve oznelerin ikinci diinya savasl sonrasi kapitalist toplumlara tlketimci bir
bicimde entegre edilislerinin problemlerini altini cizmek icin kullanislari olurdu. Ornegin fasist
propaganda hakkinda psikanalizden beslenen bir distnidm, su anda, Trump’in ikinci basarili
secim kampanyasinin 1siginda daha giincel olamazdi. Kullanilan kisilestirilmis fasist propaganda
araclari arasinda Adorno’nun “bilyik kictk adam” kavramiyla acikladigl sey de vardir: bu kisi
kendini hem siradan bir halk adami olarak hem de muhtesemlige erismek icin benzersiz
yeteneklere sahip olan, bu sayede insanlarin bu kisiyle gercekte olduklari halleriyle
Ozdeslesmelerine ve ayni zamanda olmak istedikleri kisinin fantastik bir idealini
gerceklestiriyor olarak 6zdeslesmelerine olanak tanir. Kayip ongdrilerden bir 6rnek daha
vermek gerekirse, sosyalizmmde dahi piyasalarin bir yeri olacagl dogmasina can atmak yerine,

yakin zamanlarda Estelle Ferrarese’nin Le marché de la vertu’de yaptigl gibi, etik tlketimin

esolcllebilirligin problematik piyasa mantigini yeniden Urettiginin altini ¢izen Adornocu
kritigini ise kosabiliriz.

ilk bakista modasi gecmis gibi goriinen sey, dogru bir sekilde ele alinirsa, kapitalist
modernitenin simdiki bicimiyle alakali olabilir. Ornegin endistriyel diizeyde calisan kiltirel
kireyi homojenlestirmeyle, bu kirenin daha kiclik yanki odalarina ve alt-kiltlrlere
parcalanmasindan daha az ilgilendigimiz icin Adorno ile Horkheimer'in “kiltir endistrisi”
olarak tanimladiklari seyin demode oldugu dusinuUlebilir. Gelgelelim algoritma gldimli
kisisellestirmelerin, Aydinlanmanin Diyalektigi'ndeki klasik tartismada, 1940’lardaki kultdrel
Urdnlerin standardizasyonunun ve seri Uretiminin elestirel yetilerde neden oldugu yikici

etkilerle ayniymis gibi anlasilabilir. Gergcekten de ne kadarimizin kedi videolari izleyip Taylor
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Swift  dinledigimize  bakarsak, tim kisisellestirmelere ragmen icerik dUzeyinde

homojenlestirme tezinin demode olup olmadigi bile sorgulanabilir.

Bazi durumlarda, Elestirel Teori'nin ilk kusaginin tim o6ngorulerini bir kenara birakmak, bu
disundrlerin kendi aralarinda anlasmazliga distukleri belirli konularda bir digerinin yaninda
yer almaktan daha az énemli olabilir. Ornegin, Elestirel Teori — hem 1960'larda hem de

glinimizde — Adorno'nun (tartismali bir sekilde) daha dar gorisinden ziyade Marcuse'nin

direnis ve elestirel bilincin nereden gelebilecegine dair daha genis kavrayisiyla daha iyi hizmet

edebilir.

2-Eva von Redecker: Saniyorum ki yukarida bunun bir kismina zaten cevap verdim; o ylzden
simdi bu sorunun genel hatlariyla ilgili birkag sey sdyleyeyim. Elestirel Teori ya da herhangi bir
ozglrlesmeci projeyi kusakla ilgili terimlerle disinmenin 6limcil oldugunu disdniyorum.
Dinya gercekten de babalarimizi 6ldirmekle, dede-ninelerimizi yeniden takdir etmekle
vaktimizi harcamak icin fazlasiyla tehlikede. Her seye ve onlardan bize miras kalandan daha
fazlasina ihtiyacimiz var. Rahel Jaeggi her zaman “Elestirel Teori bir takim yildizidir, bir okul ya

|”

da hanedanlk degil” der. Bunun iyi bir bakis acisi oldugunu distniyorum. Eger Adorno’yu
dinyanin onda buldugun fikirlere ihtiyaci oldugu icin degil, Frankfurt Okulu’nun bir parcasi
olmak icin calisiyorsan Elestirel Teori yapmiyorsundur. Gelgelelim sireklilikler hakkinda
sordugunuz icin, seylesme temasinin birbirinden ciddi anlamda farklilasan eserlerde bile sabit
bir sekilde karsimiza cikiyor olmasini oldukca ilham verici buluyorum. Bunu Habermas’in
XX'inde de bulabilirsiniz, Minima Moralia’da da. Rahel Jaeggi ve Axel Honneth bunun hakkinda
yazmistir, Cristoph Menke’'nin Hukukun Elestirisi metni politikanin seylesmesinin bir elestirisi
olarak okunabilir, ayrica Daniel Loicks’in Miilkiyetin Istismari metni de vardir. Dolayisiyla

mevhum sahipligin savunulmasiyla hareket eden glnimuzin otoriter dalgasini yeniden

formule etmeye calisirken bu takimyildizini oldukga faydali buluyorum.

2-Rocio Zambrana: ilk nesil buginin baglaminda disince ve praksis acisindan énemli
icgoriler barindiriyor. Aracsal rasyonellik elestirileri, tutarli bir anti-kapitalist damardan
yaptiklari politik ekonomi incelemesi, arzu sorununu dikkate almalari, tarih meselesine yonelik
dikkatleri ve toplumsal-tarihsel gerceklige teredditsiz yakinlklari ginimuz teori ve praksisi
icin vazgecilmezligini koruyor. ilk neslin &nemi, elestirel teorinin gelecegi acisindan devam

ediyor ve Elestirel Teori’nin gorevi, kapitalist modernligin epistemik temellerini sorgulamak
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yerine derinlestirmis meta-felsefi bir dislinime kaydiran normatif temeller meselesiyle sinirl
degil. Aslinda ilk nesil, Avrupa ve Avrupa-merkezci baglamlar disinda da teori ve praksis
bakimindan baglantililigini koruyor. Bu noktada Walter Benjamin’in yapiti 6rnek teskil ediyor.
Siyah Elestirel Teori kadar somurgesizlesme, Latin Amerika ve Karayip distincesi agisindan bir
basvuru kaynagl teskil eden Benjamin’in tarihe, hafizaya, grevin kesintiye ugratan glclne,
materyalist yontemin kisithliklarina ve hem felsefi hem edebi kanonlara mudahil olmanin
glclne dair distnceleri, icinde bulundugumuz gezegene iliskin, toplumsal-siyasal ve

ekonomik tehlike anini anlamamiza yardimci oluyor.

ik neslin terk edilmesi gereken cok disiincesi de var kuskusuz, misal, Adorno’nun estetik
teorisinin barindirdigi irk¢ilhk veya toplumsal-siyasal yasami 6zinde mumkin kilan sémurge
baglamlarindaki siddet bicimleriyle deney yapmaya dikkat etmeyisleri. Bununla beraber,
kapitalist modernligin epistemik temellerini, dolayisiyla da irk/toplumsal cinsiyet dizenini
yenilerken, sonraki nesillerin Gzerinde durdugu normatiflik meselesini de terk etmek lazim.
Elestirel Teori ve praksis dahilindeki veya ona dair normatif glic meselesi, simdiye dair her nevi
distinimi kendine has 6zglrlik, otonomi ve haklar kavramlastirmasiyla felsefi ve kategorik
varsayimlarin icine yerlestirir; bu varsayimlar da kapitalist modernligin ve liberal dizeninin
barindirdigl mana, anlam ve mantigin dizenini kopya etmektedir. Bizzat sorgulanmakta olan
fenomenin bagrinda yer alan “doga”, beden, zaman, insan, topluluk kavramlastirmalarinin
kokinU kazimakta yetersiz kalir bu tavir. Kapitalist modernligin epistemik temellerini kopya
etmek de yiz yil 6nce terk etmek istedigi geleneksel teoriye elestirel geri donus saglar. Bu
daimi ozelliklerin radikal 6zfarkindaligi ve gdzden gecirilmesi, topluma dair bir elestirel teori

vaadini tazeler.

3-ViraVerita: Elestirel Teori araciligiyla toplumsal dontsim saglamakta entelektlellerin roll
nedir? Bu konuda ginlimuzde entelektlel bir engel olduguna katilir misiniz? Katiliyorsaniz,

bunu asmak icin ne tirden olanaklardan bahsedilebilir?

3-Fabian Freyenhagen: Yukarida soylendigi lzere hem Elestirel Teori’deki 6znelerarasi
dontsln belirli bir bicimi hem de mesele sayllmayacak normatif temellere ayrilan dikkat
glinimizin entelektiel tikanikliklaridir. Dolayisiyla, entelektlellerin  roll, kismen, bu
tikanikliklari agmak olmalidir. Hem burada hem de — daha genel ve dnemli bir sekilde -
toplumla elestirel angajmanda, ifsa eden elestirinin roll goz ardi edilmemelidir. (Bu baglamda,

Honneth’in bir metninde Aydinlanmanin Diyalektigi’nde bu elestiri biciminin ne kadar énemli
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oldugunu kabul etmesi ve daha sonra bu gorisin calismalarina hicbir etkide bulunmamasi

oldukca tuhaftir.)

Ozel olarak, bu, o veya bu sekilde kavramsal venilikler barindirmalidir. Az énce bahsedilen

“kiltar endustrisi” fikri, erken Elestirel Teori’nin dinyaya yeniden bakmamizi saglayacak
terimleri nasil Grettiginin iyi bir drnegidir. Kavramsal yenilik neolojizmler Gretmekle ilgili olmak
zorunda degil. Bunun yerine, mevcut kavramlar hakkinda disinmenin yeni ve daha genis
kapsamli yollari aranabilir. Bir 6érnek Nancy Fraser’in “is glcli” ve “emek” gibi kavramlari
iscileri, feministleri ve somurgecilik karsitlarini kapitalizme kars! birlestirmek adina koalisyon
olusturan araglar olarak kullanma girisimleri olabilir. Baska bir 6rnek toplumsal patoloji
mefhumunu Elestirel Teori geleneginde siklikla yapildigindan daha radikal bir rol oynayacak

sekilde genisletmek olabilir — boylece bunu ruhsal olarak aci ¢ekmeye, onun toplumsal

baglamina ve bu tlrden bir acinin tibbilestirilmesinin ikisini de gizlemesi gibi cagdas zorluklara

uygulayabiliriz.

3- Eva von Redecker: Neoliberal Universite, ciddi entelektiel etkilesimi kesinlikle engeller ve
saptirir. Calismalarimi onun disinda gergeklestirebildigim icin cok minnettarim, ancak bu
durum calismalarimin donustirdcld olma olasiliginin daha yiksek oldugu anlamina gelmiyor.
Yine de Elestirel Teori’'nin rolinin toplumsal donidsimi “saglamak” bir yana dursun, tesvik
etmek oldugunu bile asla sdylemem. En iyi ihtimalle, halihazirda devam etmekte olan
egilimleri gdzlemleyebilir ve netlestirebilir, onlari daha kavranabilir hale getirebiliriz, boylece
failler disiinmek icin daha 6zglr olurlar. Ancak bu bile kaybetme tehlikesiyle karsi karsiya
oldugumuz bir kamusal séylem alanini varsayar. Kiltir endUstrisi altinda tartisilan her sey, ki
uzun zamandir fazlasiyla abartili bulunmaktaydi, sirketlerin ele gecirdigi sosyal medya ve
yapay zeka istilasiyla kiyaslandiginda sonik kalyor. Bizimki ozellestirilmis, dijitallestirilmis bir
kamusal alan. Saniyorum ki anlamin kendisinin kusatiimasina ve metalasmasina tanik
oldugumuzu soéylemek abartili olmaz. Blyik Dil Modelleri, gercek diinyaya herhangi bir
gdénderme yapmaksizin ve yadsima yetileri olmaksizin (Cidden! Chatbotlar “degil”in anlamini
islevsellestiremez) gecmis istatistiksel olasiliklardan icerik yaratir. BlyUk miktarda verinin
cikarilmasi ve calinmasi s6z konusudur, ancak ayni zamanda Urk{ticl derecede akici ancak
tamamen ici bos olan plastik bir dil yaratilmaktadir. Bu otomatik disUncesizlige alismak
ozerklik ve demokrasi kapasitemizi yok ediyor. Adorno ve Horkheimer'a gore, dlslinimsel

yetinin kaybi, Almancada “Reflexionsausfall”, fasizmin 6zinG olusturur. Blylk teknoloji
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sirketlerinin Trump'la kurdugu ittifakta bu kayip bir oldubittiye getirilmistir. Bu durum,
neredeyse hichir seyin gecmis verilerin isaret ettigi rotayi izlemeyecegi ve yikici olmayan
yasam bicimlerini korumak icin devasa yeniliklere ihtiya¢ duyulan tamamen yeni bir ¢aga,

antroposen ¢agina girdigimizi hesaba kattigimizda daha da vahim bir hal almaktadir.

3-Rocio Zambrana: Topluma dair elestirel teorinin rold, Sylvia Wynterin anladigl haliyle,
desifre etme roll olarak, kapitalist modernlik ve irk/toplumsal cinsiyet diizeninin epistemik ve
libidinal temellerinin izinin sdrdlip baginin ¢ézilmesine yonelik bir gbrev olarak anlasilabilir.”
Toplumsal-tarihsel baglam icinde elestiri ve praksis icin engeller varsa sayet, sermaye
dinyasinin ideolojik temelini kopya eden normatif paradigmalar konusundaki israr, bunlari
sekteye ugratmamis, bilakis derinlestirmistir. Ginlimuzde elestirel teori, ilk neslin sezgilerine
bir donusle, misal Marx gibi bir figire donme ihtiyacina direnip yine de politik ekonomi
elestirisini normatiflik veya etik talepler meselesine indirgeyerek ya da bir hak meselesi veya
himanizmin yeni bir bicimi olarak alarak, radikal bicimde donlsime muisaade edebilir.
Marx'in kulliyatindaki ekonomik, siyasal ve epistemik calismanin sadece tamamlanan kismiyla
degil vyapilacak kismiyla da —mesela kapitalizmle kolelik arasindaki iliskiyi goéz oniinde
bulundurmak, Marx’'in kendi Avrupa-merkezciligini sorgulamak, Karayip plantasyonundaki
deney/deneme pratikleriyle sabitlenmis kamusal ile 6zel kavramsallastirmalarina bagh oldugu
haliyle somurgeye dayali modern toplumsal cinsiyet sistemini tetkik etmek"— bag kurmadan,
bu toplumsal dusince geleneginin arzu ve amaclarina 6zgl elestirel gorevden vazgecmis
oluruz. Elestiri calismasi tarihselligin ve en temel kategorilerinin ¢alisma bigiminin bir izahina
donup, ardindan da disUnce, arzu, pratik Gzerindeki distinimsel olmayan bagi sdkme, ¢cdzme,

desifre etme arayisina girebilir.

Tesekkir ederim!

1-ViraVerita: Is Critical Theory, which has historically sought to critically engage with and
transform the existing social conditions, still capable of fulfilling its promise while addressing
the new challenges of our era? Can we question the current state of Critical Theory through
the methodologies and perspectives proposed by Adorno and Horkheimer, particularly in light

of their critique of the Enlightenment's promises? In other words, can one speak of a
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“dialectic of Critical Theory” by following the framework established in the Dialectic of

Enlightenment? If so, how do you think we can approach such a dialectic?

1-Fabian Freyenhagen: Critical Theory today can still fulfil its promise of critically engaging
with and transforming the existing social conditions, but it needs to return to its earlier roots
to do so. In my view, it somewhat lost its way by taking a particular kind of intersubjective
turn and focusing so much of its energy on the non-issue of normative foundations. The
former — the particular kind of intersubjective turn — has made Critical Theory not well-
equipped to address one of the, if not the key challenges of our era: the climate emergency
and wider ecological crises. It is no accident or surprise that currently many who work in the
Critical Theory tradition return to the work of the first generation, notably Dialectic of
Enlightenment, in thinking about how to navigate this challenge. The latter — the focus on the

non-issue of normative foundations — has truly threatened Critical Theory’s essence, erasing

the difference to traditional theory (as Horkheimer analysed and criticised it in his seminal
1937 paper). A misguided search for impartiality has driven a wedge between theory and
practice that even Adorno, who famously stood against letting theory be subordinated to the
dictates of practice, would have rejected; and this search has led to a forgetfulness of
historical context that made the theories of later generation Frankfurt School thinkers prone

to complicity with a colonial logic.

Can one speak of a “dialectic of Critical Theory”? Yes, in at least the following way, we can:
the worry that the positive achievements of the Enlightenment (and modernity more
generally) got lost in the negativistic critique of it by Horkheimer and Adorno, have led
Habermas, Honneth, and many of those working with their frameworks to become uncritical
of central facets of our modern capitalist world in such a way that they blind themselves to at
least some of the forces that threaten the achievements. Honneth is a good example here.

Even at his supposedly more radical — when advancing the idea of socialism — he rules out

experimenting with social organisations that do away with markets. Similarly, both Habermas

and Honneth construe social pathologies in such a way that they build a status quo bias into

their very approach: social critique becomes solely one of keeping particular spheres (such as

the market or bureaucratic administration) in check, ruling out altogether from the off that
the social body as a whole might need replacing. And instead of a pluralistic approach, the

concern with normative foundation and a particular kind of systematicity has led to a
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normative monism or even, in Honneth’s case, to claiming that we have reached the end of

(normative) history. The worry about dogmatism of a partisan Critical Theory has, ironically,

resulted in dogmatism, including about which picture of social critique is appropriate.

To approach such a dialectic will require a combination of using the tools of disclosing critique

like satire and other rhetorical devices in pushing back against Critical Theory’s losing its way

— as well as a healthy dose of doing things differently when engaging critically with society.
The second is particularly important for the first might simply perpetuate the navel-gazing
philosophising about philosophy that we have seen so much in recent decades, and that has
come often at the expense of what really matters: offering a critical theory of society, one
that both changes as the object of critique (i.e., the modern capitalist social world) changes
and stays true to itself in recognising that this object has stayed the same in its essential

features.

1-Eva von Redecker: Critical Theory came about because the early generation of thinkers
enriched the marxist framework, not only with contemporary empirical work from the social
sciences, but also with additional philosophical ingredients, such as Nietzsche and Freud’s
metapsychology. And the Frankfurt School went on to expand, in some places more than
others. | don’t think that process was always strictly dialectical, but at the outset of what
became the Dialectic of Enlightenment, it surely was. Horkheimer was faced with an acute
crisis, a breakdown even, of his theoretical convictions. Both the hope that the working class
would be the champion of emancipation, as well as the assumption that economic crises
could unlock historical progress were shattered by the emergence — and victory, at the time
of Californian exile — of fascism. To me the most stunning and underappreciated innovation in
the Dialectic of Enlightenment is the shift to the domination of nature, inner and outer
nature, as the driver of — now negatively dialectic — historical development. It becomes really
clear if you read the book backwards, starting from the speculations about animals and
evolution. What is released in annihilatory fascist violence is the charge of traumatized
nature, nature that cut itself from the potential for mimesis by projecting hostile rigidity onto
the entire world. | think this approach is more relevant today than ever. In the planetary crisis
we experience, any analytic framework that thinks totality as a purely social, societal
phenomenon falls short. So we might say that we are at a dialectical moment where

reappriciating the critique of instrumental reason might be a revolutionary step forward. But
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you see, I'm not a proper dialectitian, and | don’t see learning only as an endemic, crisis-
ridden development. Sometimes there are encounters. If we want Critical Theory to develop,
we also need to appreciate the counterfactual ones, the missed chances. Imagine, for
instance, that after arriving in US exile, Adorno had listened to C.L.R. James, who was on a
lecture tour there in 1938/39. | think that could have been more fruitful for Critical Theory

than, say, discussing twelve tone music with Thomas Mann.

1-Rocio Zambrana: Adorno and Horkheimer’s classic Dialectic of Enlightenment is deeply
relevant today. In this timely text, Adorno and Horkheimer launched an essential critique of
modernity, albeit one that should be deepened through a consideration of the colonial
violence distinctive of the project of modernity as a form of rationality and as a historical
event. Recall the central claim of the text: “Myth is already enlightenment and enlightenment
reverts to mythology.”" It is urgent to explore the force of this claim in light of the colonial
matrix of power that enlightenment rationality articulated and installed, creating conditions
for the ecological catastrophe, ongoing forms of dispossession and precarity, enduring racial
terror, lethal forms of gender violence, and rising fascism that we are experiencing today.
That enlightenment is or operates as a myth, to be sure, marks the text’s claim that the
regressive rather than progressive actualization of modernity should be countered by a
notion severed from instrumental rationality. We might deepen the claim shifting away from
a defense of modernity, considering other forms of organizing life that remain despite the
devastation birthed in the early modern world — the futures-past of Indigenous peoples who
have continued to birth worlds despite the apocalypse of the so-called age of discovery, for

example Vi

Adorno and Horkheimer’s text is nevertheless key today in helping us explore the persistence
of the epistemic and libidinal bases of capitalist modernity, with its race/gender order,
despite vast evidence of its forms of violence. Rather than a text that might allow us to
confront western rationality on its own terms, in other words, it allows an exploration of the
persistence of the image of and desire for conceptions of ‘nature’, body, time, the human,
community, so on, that have brought us to the current predicament. Adorno and

Horkheimer’s insistence on a more consistent conception of enlightenment might shed light
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on our cruel attachment, to think with Lauren Berlant, to modernity itself.* This form of
engagement would imply a radical self-awareness of critical theory’s own contribution to said
epistemic bases and libidinal investments, confronting its own theses with the claims of
others weathering the historical harms of the very project of the enlightenment. It is through
this radical form of self-awareness that, in the vein of the first generation, a dialectic of critical
theory would have much to contribute to the futures-past of the worlds beyond the
catastrophe of ecological degradation, dispossession, racial terror, genocide, and fascism.
Pressing further rather than taming Adorno and Horkheimer’s pessimism, | am thus

suggesting, might take the deep insights of their key text in a new direction.

2-ViraVerita: Reflecting on the historical trajectory of Critical Theory from its roots to the
present, we observe both discontinuities and continuities between the first generation and
the subsequent generations. Do you think there are any lost insights that have been
overlooked due to changing socio-historical conditions, which merit reevaluation in today’s
context? In what context and how would you suggest revisiting and discussing these insights?
Conversely, are there views inherited from the first generation of Critical Theory that, given
the current socio-political landscape, no longer offer a relevant framework and can thus be

regarded as “outdated”? If so, why should these be set aside, or how should they be revised?

2-Fabian Freyenhagen: Yes, there are, definitely, lost insights from the first generation of
Critical Theory that merit reevaluation today. | already mentioned our relation to nature as
one area where a number of theorists have recently recognised that we would do well to
return to the reflections on this by the earlier generation. This is not to say that we can simply
transpose the earlier reflections in a way that will yield direct application to today. In
particular, we might go wrong if we think we can isolate some specific insights (in the sense of
propositional content) about, say, the domination of nature, from the context and form in
which they were written. Indeed, it might actually be the form of writing — disclosing critique
— that we need to revisit and redeploy. An important and promising attempt in this direction
is the critical naturalism manifesto written by Federica Gregoratto, Heikki Ikdheimo,

Emmanuel Renault, Arvi Sarkeld and Italo Testa: https://criticalnaturalism.com/
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Similarly, the entanglement of progress and regress is a theme that has been productively
taken up from the first generation of Critical Theory, most notably by Amy Allen’s The End of
Progress. And again, this is not simply a matter of transposing specific propositional content
from one historical or dialectical context to another. In good part, it is about renewing and

redeploying genealogy as a problematising device.

Other examples would be the way the earlier Critical Theorists, notably Adorno and Marcuse,
used psychoanalysis to highlight problems with fascist propaganda or consumerist integration
of subjects into post-WWII capitalist societies. For example, psychoanalytically informed
reflection about fascist propaganda could not be more topical at this point in time, in light of
Trump’s second successful election campaign. Among the devices of personalized fascist
propaganda deployed was what Adorno describes by the concept of the “great little man”:
someone who presents themselves as both an ordinary guy of the people and as having
unigue abilities for achieving greatness, allowing people to identify with this person as
someone they actually are, while also identifying with this person as realising a fantastic ideal
of who they would want to be. To give one more example of lost insights, instead of craving
to the dogma that markets would have to be part even of socialism, we can deploy an
Adornian critique of ethical consumption that highlights the reproduction of the problematic
market logic of commensurability (as Estelle Ferrarese has done recently in her Le marché de

la vertu).

Even what might look outmoded on the face of it, could, in fact, be pertinent to the current
form of capitalist modernity, if taken up in the right way. For example, one might think that
what Adorno and Horkheimer describe as “culture industry” is outmoded, since we are less
dealing with a straightforwardly homogenising cultural sphere operating at industrial scale
than a splintering of this sphere into ever-smaller echo chambers and sub-cultures. Yet,
algorithm-driven personalisation can be understood has having the same devastating effects
on critical abilities that standardisation and mass production of cultural products in the 1940s
had, according to their classic discussion of this in Dialectic of Enlightenment. Indeed, despite
all the personalisation, one might question whether even the thesis of homogenisation at the
level of contents is really outmoded, given how many of us watch cat videos and listen to

Taylor Swift.
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In some cases, it might also be less of a matter of setting aside the insights of the whole first
generation of Critical Theory than of siding with one of these thinkers rather than another on
specific issues about which they themselves disagreed. For example, Critical Theory — both

back in the 1960s and today — might be better served with Marcuse’s wider conception of

where resistance and critical consciousness can come from than Adorno’s (arguably)

narrower view of this.

2-Eva von Redecker: | guess the above already addressed some of this, so let me maybe say
something on the gist of this question. | think it is fatal for Critical Theory, or any
emancipatory project, to think of itself in generational turns. The world is really in too much
peril for us to waste time with killing our fathers, reappreciating our grandparents, etc. We
need everything, and much more than we inherited from them. Rahel Jaeggi always says
“Critical Theory is a constellation, not a school or a dynasty”. | think that is a very good way to
look at it. If you study Adorno because you want to become part of the Frankfurt School and
not because you think the world needs the ideas you find there, then you are not doing
Critical Theory. But since you asked about continuities, one thing that | find very inspiring is
that the theme of reification is so constant even in bodies of work that otherwise strongly
differ. You have it in Habermas’ XX and you have it in Minima Moralia. Rahel Jaeggi and Axel
Honneth have written about it, Cristoph Menke’s Critique of Right could be read as a critique
of the reification of politics, there is Daniel Loick’s Abuse of Property. So this is a constellation
| find hugely helpful when trying to reformulate the current authoritarian wave as driven by

the defense of phantom possession.

2-Rocio Zambrana: The first generation holds key insights for thought and praxis in today’s
context. Its critique of instrumental rationality, exploration of political economy in a
consistently anti-capitalist vein, consideration of the problem of desire, attention to the
guestion of history, and unwavering proximity to socio-historical reality remain essential for
theory and praxis today. In being unconstrained by the question of normative foundations,
which displaced the task of critical theory to a metaphilosophical reflection that deepened
rather that questioned the epistemic bases of capitalist modernity, the first generation holds
the key to the future of critical theory. In fact, it remains relevant for theory and praxis

beyond the European and Eurocentric contexts. Walter Benjamin’s work is here exemplary. A
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reference for Decolonial, Latin American, and Caribbean thought as well as Black Critical
Theory, Benjamin’s views on history, memory, the interruptive force of the strike, the
strictures of a materialist method, and the force of engagement with philosophical and
literary canons help understand our contemporary moment of planetary, sociopolitical and

economic danger.

To be sure, there are many features of the first generation that must be left behind, for
example, the racialism of Adorno’s aesthetic theory or the lack of attention to the
experimentation with forms of violence in colonial contexts that made possible sociopolitical
life in the core. However, in replicating the epistemic bases of capitalist modernity, and hence
its race/gender order, the question of normativity that has marked subsequent generations
should left behind. The question of normative force within or about critical theory and praxis
places any reflection on the present in the terms of philosophical and categorial assumptions
that replicate the order of meaning, sense, and reason of capitalist modernity and its liberal
order, with its conceptions of freedom, autonomy, and rights. This gesture fails to uproot
conceptions of ‘nature’, body, time, the human, community at the heart of the very
phenomenon that is being questioned. Replicating the epistemic bases of capitalist modernity
returns critical to the traditional theory that it sought to leave behind at a hundred years ago.
Radical self-awareness and revision of these persistent features would renovate the promise

of a critical theory of society.

3-ViraVerita: What is the role of intellectuals in ensuring social transformation through Critical
Theory? Would you agree that today there is an intellectual blockage in this regard? If so,

what possibilities could there be for overcoming it?

3-Fabian Freyenhagen: As suggested above, both a particular kind of intersubjective turn in
Critical Theory and the focus on the non-issue of normative foundations tend to be
intellectual blockages today. So, in part, the role of intellectuals needs to be to undo these
blockages. Both in this and — more generally and importantly — in the critical engagement with
society, the role of disclosing critique should not be underestimated. (In this context, it is a
curious fact that Honneth, in one text, recognises how important this form of critique is to
Dialectic of Enlightenment, but this insight has practically zero impact on how he goes about

his own work.)
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In particular, this will probably have to involve conceptual innovations of one sort or another.

The already mentioned idea of “culture industry” is a case in point of how early Critical Theory
innovated terms that have the potential to make us look at our social world afresh.
Conceptual innovation might, however, not be about creating neologisms. Instead, it might be
about new, more expansive ways of thinking about existing concepts. One example would be

Nancy Fraser’s recent attempts to use concepts like “labour” and “work” as a coalition-

building device to unite workers, feminists, and anti-colonialists against capitalism. Another
example would be expanding the notion of social pathology in such a way that it plays a more
radical role than it has often done in the Critical Theory tradition — and to apply it to

contemporary challenges, like in relation to psychic suffering, its social context, and the

obfuscation of both through medicalisation of such suffering.

3-Eva von Redecker: The neoliberal university defenitely blocks and diverts serious intellectual
engagement. I’'m very grateful that my work can happen outside of it, but that doesn’t mean
that the odds for it being transformative are better. But | would never say that the role of
Critical Theory is to instigate, let alone “ensure” social transformation anyway. At best we can
observe and clarify the tendencies that are already underway, make them more graspable, so
that actors have greater freedom to reflect. But even this assumes a space of public discourse
that we are at the danger of losing. Anything discussed in the culture-industry-chapter, a
chapter so long deemed totally exaggerated, pales in comparison with social media under
corporate capture and artificial intelligence deluge. Ours is a privatized, digitized public
sphere. | think it is not overstated to say that we witness the enclosure and commaodification
of meaning itself. Large Language Models create content from past statistical likelihood,
without any reference to the real world and without the capacity for negation (Really!
Chatbots cannot operationalise the meaning of a “not”). There is extraction and theft of huge
amount of data, but there is also the creation of a plastic language, eerily fluid but totally
vacuous. Getting used to this automated thoughtlessness destroys our capacity for autonomy
and democracy. According to Adorno/Horkheimer, the loss of reflective capacity,

III

“Reflexionsausfall” in German, is at the core of fascism. In big tech’s alliance with Trump, this
loss is a fait accompli, a circumstance even more horrenduous when we take into account

that we are entering a radically new era, the anthropocene, where next to nothing will follow

175


https://press.princeton.edu/books/hardcover/9780691137889/philosophy-and-real-politics?srsltid=AfmBOooxudtG-ob9rE3bhlgHCoI8h8GvjkXVFZS67MAKzb9rsOwo_FxA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zGXIZVI3PH8
https://www.cicsi-uni.org/
https://www.cicsi-uni.org/

ViraVerita E-Dergi, Sayi: 20, Giiz 2024 SIMSON, TEPE, ESGUN, BASDAS
ViraVerita E-Journal, Issue: 20, Fall 2024

the course that past data suggest and huge innovations are needed to safeguard non-

destructive forms of living.

3-Rocio Zambrana: The role of critical theory of society might be thought of as that of
decipherment, in Sylvia Wynter’s sense, as a task of tracking and unbinding of the epistemic
and libidinal bases of capitalist modernity and its race/gender order.* If there are blocks
within the sociohistorical context for critique and praxis, they are deepened rather than
interrupted by the insistence on normative paradigms that replicate the ideological basis of
the world of capital. Critical Theory today might let itself be radically transformed by a return
to the intuitions of the first generation, resisting the need, for example, to return to a figure
like Marx yet reducing the critique of political economy to questions of normativity or ethical
demands or as a matter of rights or as a new form of humanism. Without engaging the
economic, political, and epistemic work not only done in but to be done with Marx’s corpus —
for example, considering the relation between capitalism and slavery, questioning Marx’s own
eurocentrism, examining the modern colonial gender system as tied to conceptions of the
public and the private stabilized through practices of experimentation in the Caribbean
plantation® — we forgo the critical task distinctive of the desire and aims of this tradition of
social thought. The work of critique might return to an exposition of the historicity and work
of its most basic categories, then, seeking to undo, unbind, decode their unreflective hold

over thought, desire, praxis.

Thank you!
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