
MINING ACTIVITIES IN TURKEY DURING 1959

I. MINES OPERATED BY ETİBANK *

Etibank was established on June 14,
1935 under the Law No. 2805 and set
to work as of October 23, 1935.

The original capital was only
20,000,000 Turkish Liras which gradu-
ally increased, along with the Bank's
activities and responsibilities until, on
July 9, 1953, it reached 500,000,000
Turkish Liras.

At present Etibank owns and ope-
rates the following mines and ore refi-
ning installations :

1. Ergani Copper Mine
2. Murgul Copper Mine
3. Eastern Chromite Mine
4. Keçiborlu Sulphur Mine
5. Keban Lead Mine
6. Küre Pyrite Mine
7. Üçköprü Chromite Mine
8. Emet Colemanite Mine
9. Halıköy Mercury Mine

The starting of the ferro - chrome
industry in Turkey was also sponsored by
Etibank and a company set up, with a
5,000,000 Turkish Liras capital, is sche-
duled to produce 8000 tons of ferro-
chrome and 4000 tons. of calcium car-
bide annually.

An important source of foreign
exchange is the country's copper output.
This output increased from 11,284 tons
(value : TL. 14,980,000) in 1949 to
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22,530 tons (value: TL. 80,361,187)
in 1958.

At the copper works, salaries paid
out to workers amounted to TL. 2,473,103
in 1949, whereas in 1958 this was
boosted up to TL. 9,577,456.

During the same two years, namely
1949 and 1958, annual output at the
Eastern Chromites went up from 172,689
tons (value: TL. 19,780,347) to 194,466
tons (value: TL. 24,869,710) respecti-
vely. Likewise salaries paid showed an
increase from TL. 414,490 to TL.
5,825,683.

The 1958 output of marketable
sulphur at the Keçiborlu Sulphur Mine

and Refining Plant reached 12,825 tons
(value: TL. 4,241,390) where the estab-
lishment can contemplate selling ab-
road. The figure in 1949 was only 3043
tons.(value: TL. 1,519,549). During the
same period of time salaries paid to
workers went up from TL. 235,170 to
TL. 1,256,940.

The planning for the extension of
Ergani Copper Works, which required
a TL. 140,000,000 investistment, having
been completed and approved, its appli-
cation is already underway.

Furthermore the task of the inves-
tigation of known chaicopyrite deposits
throughout Turkey is carefully taken up.



II. TURKISH STATE COAL EXPLOITATION

A. Ereğli Coal Exploitation

Ever since the discovery of coal by
one Uzun Mehmet at the location cal-
led Köşeağzı (Ereğli-Black Sea) in
1829, up until 1940 the Zonguldak Coal
Basin held an important place in the
Turkish economy and was exploited
both by Turkish and foreign companies,
as well as by private miners.

As a result of an agreement signed
on November 20, 1935 between the
Government and the Ereğli Coal Com-
pany, a French f i rm, buying off of the
Company by the State was made possible
and a law (No. 3241) was passed in
that connection. Coal mines thus made
a State property were subsequently
operated by Etibank until the date of
January 3, 1938 when they were turned
over to Ereğli Coal Exploitation, estab-
lished by this latter as a management
with limited responsibilities.

Later on — under the Law No.
3867 and the decision reached by the
Council of Ministers on October 13,
1940 (No. 2/14547) — the purchase of
all the mining properties within the
coal basin of Zonguldak was started
and by December 1940 the entire pri-
vate holdings were acquired by Etibank
who then turned them over to the Ereğ-
li Coal Exploitation.

Kandilli coal district displayed cer-
tain geological features of its own and
was rather far from Zonguldak, which
caused its slow development. So, at a
Directors meeting on December 13, 1956,
Etibank decided (decision No. 1456/1)
to have that district operated separately.

This was how the Armutçuk Coal Ex-
ploitation came to be (an administration
similar to Ereğli Coal Exploitation,
with limited responsibilities) and took
over as of January 1, 1957. The decision
was approved by the Ministry of Ex-
ploitation under articles 27 and 28 of
Law No. 3460.

The Law No. 6574, which came in
effect beginning August 31, 1957, placed
the four independent operations—na-
mely, Ereğli Coal Exploitation, Armut-
çuk Coal Exploitation, Western Lig-
nite Exploitation, and Coal Sale and
Distribution Office—under the control
and direction of the Turkish State Coal
Exploitation.

Ereğli Coal Exploitation is presently
engaged in extracting coal from a stretch
of land 40 km long and 7 km wide
along the Black Sea coast between Ça-
talağzı and Kireçlik. It conducts three
different operations: a) Gelik-Kilimli
district in the east, lying between Ça-
talağzı and Kilimli; b) Üzülmez district,
stretching from collieries in the town
of Zonguldak toward the valley of
Üzülmez; and, finally, c) the district
of Kozlu.

When the extension plan is ready,
these operations wi l l constitute two
groups instead of three; namely, the
Zonguldak group comprising Kozlu,
Çaydamar and Üzülmez collieries and
Çatalağzı group taking in collieries at
Gelik and Karadon.

Zonguldak harbor is rebuilt to a
point where ships now can get loaded
at the rates of 1350 - 1620 tons of coal
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per hour. It has three sections: a) in
the first, coal coming through washeries
goes into the ships; b) in the second,
pit-props are being unloaded; while c)
the third section is reserved to commer-
cial shipping. There is a large enough
area to hold a 30,000-ton coal stock in
reserve.

The 50-year old railway going
through the town of Zonguldak was
taken off in 1957 and the harbor tied
in with the State Railways network, the
construction of additional bridges and
other railroad facilities having been
completed in the same year.

Hauling of the coal between the
Gelik and Çatalağzı washeries is greatly
facilitated after the opening of the
Karadon branch line of the State Rail-
ways, which permits a direct loading.

Coal coming from Kozlu collieries
goes through a tunnel, via normal
gauge rail, to Zonguldak washery.

The installations and equipment
controlled by the Ereğli Coal Exploita-
tion may be divided into two groups :

U n d e r g r o u n d , are coal extrac-
tion machinery, belt and chain conve-
yors leading to main loading points,
loading and unloading facilities, loco-
motive for underground haulage, auxi-
liary compressors and fans, garages,
stables (for mules used under ground),
explosives storerooms, pumping stations,
installations in the vertical as well as
inclined shafts used for production, ele-
vators for men, electrical installations,
compressed air pipes network, etc.

A b o v e g r o u n d , these include
coal sorting and washing facilities, main
ventilation stations to supply air for
men and machinery under ground,
loading and unloading facilities, railroad
connection network, linking the col-
lieries to the harbor which is used for

transporting coal, repair and mainten-
ance shops, electric power, coke, briqu-
ette, brick, and oxygen plants, harbor
loading and transportation facilities,
including tugboats, warehouses, hospi-
tals, living quarters and homes for
mine workers and employees, recreation
centers with theater-house, fields for
sportive activities, etc.

B. Armutçuk Coal Exploitation

As mentioned above, Armutçuk
Coal Exploitation under the control of
Turkish State Coal Administration ope-
rates mines on a stretch of land 10-15 km
long and 7 km wide along the Black
Sea Coast. Now only Armutçuk district
is taken up, but in the near future
Kireçlik district will also be developed
and brought within the circle of opera-
tions. Coal produced in the Armutçuk
district is transported to the harbor of
Ereğli, via normal-gauge railway, where
it is transferred 10 the ships.

U n d e r g r o u n d installations and
equipment of the Armutçuk Coal Ex-
ploitation include: coal extraction machi-
nery, belt and chain conveyors to haul
the run of mine to underground loading
points, carts and wagonnets used for the
same purpose, necessary installations at
these points, special locomotives for
such underground haulage, auxiliary
compressors and fans, garages, stables
(for mules), storerooms for explosives,
vertical and inclined shafts for produc-
tion equipped with necessary means
and machinery, elevators, underground
electric installation, transformers, com-
pressed air pipes network, etc.

Installations and equipment a b o v e
g r o u n d include: a washery to clean the
run of mine coal, main compressors to
supply air both for men and machinery
in the collieries, surface loading and
unloading facilities, aerial tramway,
normal-gauge railway network, repairs
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and maintenance shops, warehouses,
hospital, living quarters and homes for
workers and employees, bakery, theater
house, field for sportive activities,
etc.

C. Western Lignites Exploitation

Lignite deposits of Değirmisaz, So-
ma and Tunçbilek—regarded as the
three most important lignite deposits
of Western Anatolia—-have been separa-
tely developed by Etibank since 1937.

On December 10, 1939, when West-
ern Lignites Exploitation (a state-con-
trolled establishment with limited res-
ponsibilities) was founded, the operations
mentioned above were turned over to
this new management, Law No. 6974, in
effect since August 31, 1957, has brought
Western Lignites Exploitation, together
with three others, under the control of
the Turkish State Coal Exploitation.

Tunçbilek lignite operations are
located near Küçükilet, Gürağaç, Boz-
belen and Beyeköy villages in Tavşanlı,
vilayet of Kütahya, with mining in-
stallations on the banks of Kocasu (Ad-
ranoz River) on the Tavşanlı-Domaniç

highway, near Küçükilet village, 14 km
north of the town of Tavşanlı.

They occupy a rather flat stretch
of land surrounded by pine trees on a
plateau 800-840 m above sea level. A
13 km rail connection links Tunçbilek
to the State Railways network at Tav-
şanlı. Tunçbilek and Kütahya are 79
km apart by rail.

Değirmisaz operations are also in the
vilayet of Kütahya, within Emet, near
the village of Kızılbük, with installa-
tions located on the hills stretching to-
ward Kızılbük village 520-540 m above
sea level. They begin at the Değirmisaz
railroad station on the Kütahya-Balıkesir
railroad and go up toward Kızılbük
village on both banks of Emet River.

Soma operations are in the vilayet
of Manisa, within Soma (an administra-
tive subdivision of the vilayet of Ma-
nisa), near village of İdil. Installations
are set at a location, 7 km south of the
village of Soma, some 740-840 m above
sea level, Soma is 8 km away by a rather
steep road. This road has a junction with
a stretch of road between the town of
Soma and Soma railroad station.



III. IRON AND STEEL WORKS OF TURKEY
1958 -1959 PRODUCTIONS



IV. TABLE SHOWING OUTPUT AND SHIPPED TONNAGE
OF MINERAL PRODUCTS IN 1959


