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Although rural settlements play a crucial role in understanding the settlement history of Anatolia, historical
and archaeological studies have generally neglected these areas and focused more on urban centers. How rural
Anatolia adapted to changing political regimes, environmental conditions, and socio-economic transformations
throughout history, and how these processes affected cultural continuity, remains largely unknown. In this context,
by examining the historical development and spatial memory of the village of Murtaza in the Melendiz region of
Central Anatolia, the study aims to contribute to the understanding of the dynamics of rural settlements in Anatolia
shaped by historical, environmental, and cultural interactions and to fill the gap ofknowledge in this field. The
study emphasizes the strategic importance of the village of Murtaza as a military and defensive settlement during
the Byzantine period. Archaeological research, historical documents, and the remains of Byzantine castles in the
village of Murtaza (Murtaza castle) and other Byzantine castles in the Melendiz region indicate that the region
served as a buffer zone against Arab invasions during the Byzantine period. Abundant water resources and pastures
supported the sustainability of the settlement and enabled the development of animal husbandry in the village.
During the Seljuk and Ottoman periods, the village underwent a demographic and cultural transformation with the
arrival of Turkish nomadic groups. Ottoman cadastral records show the continuity of settlement and the integration
of Turkish groups with Greek communities. Today, the village of Murtaza continues to carry the spatial and
cultural memory of its historical past. The adaptation of traditional water management systems to modern
agricultural needs and the continuation of pastoral practices demonstrate the impact of historical processes on
contemporary village life. Particularly striking is the architectural texture that has emerged with vaulted masonry
structures that reflect the interaction of Greek and Turkish builders. These architectural features demonstrate local
craftsmanship shaped by historical interactions, environmental conditions, and the practical needs of rural life. The
community’s connection to its historical roots is also evidenced by the maintenance of oral traditions and the
continued use of old place names. This study shows that Murtaza village is a remarkable case study of how rural
settlements adapt to environmental and socio-economic changes while maintaining cultural continuity. Such
studies will provide a broader perspective on the historical dynamics of the Melendiz region and the rural past of
Anatolia.
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ORTA ANADOLU KIRSALINDA YERLESIM SUREKLILiGi: BiZANS DONEMINDEN GUNUMUZE
BiR YERLESIMIN TARIHSEL SURECI (NIGDE-MURTAZA KOYU, TURKIYE)

oz
Kirsal yerlesimler, Anadolu’nun yerlesim tarihini anlamada kritik bir role sahip olmalarina ragmen, tarihsel
ve arkeolojik ¢aligmalar genellikle bu alanlar1 ihmal etmis ve daha ¢ok kentsel merkezlere odaklanmistir. Anadolu
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addition, the maps produced in the GIS software for the thesis study were reproduced and detailed for this study.

* Dr. Ogr. Uyesi, Tekirdag Namuk Kemal Universitesi, Fen-Edebiyat Fakiiltesi, Arkeoloji Boliimii, Tekirdag/TURKIYE, E-Posta:
bfalay@nku.edu.tr, ORCID ID: 0000-0002-0869-425X.

©IE0)

Genel Tiirk Tarihi Arastirmalar1 Dergisi (GTTAD

Creative Commons Alint1-GayriTicari-Tiiretilemez 4.0 Uluslararas Lisansi ile lisanslanmistir.



https://doi.org/10.53718/gttad.1597990
https://doi.org/10.53718/gttad.1597990
mailto:bfalay@nku.edu.tr
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0869-425X

SETTLEMENT CONTINUITY IN RURAL CENTRAL ANATOLIA: THE HISTORICAL PROCESS
OF A SETTLEMENT FROM BYZANTIUM TO THE PRESENT (NiCDE-MURTAZA VILLAGE,
TURKIYE)
kirsalinin, tarih boyunca degisen siyasi rejimlere, cevresel kosullara ve sosyo-ekonomik doniisiimlere nasil uyum
sagladig1 ve bu siireclerin kiiltiirel siirekliligi nasil etkiledigi biiyilik 6l¢iide bilinmemektedir. Bu baglamda, Orta
Anadolu’nun Melendiz bélgesinde yer alan Murtaza Kyii’niin tarihsel gelisimi ve mekansal hafizasi incelenerek,
Anadolu’daki kirsal yerlesimlerin tarihsel, g¢evresel ve kiiltiirel etkilesimlerle sekillenen dinamiklerinin
anlagilmasina ve bu alandaki bilgi boslugunun doldurulmasina katki saglanmasi hedeflemektedir. Calisma,
Murtaza K&yii’niin Bizans doneminde askeri ve savunma amagli bir yer olarak stratejik dnemini vurgulamaktadir.
Arkeolojik aragtirmalar, tarihi belgeler, Murtaza kdyiindeki (Murtaza kalesi) ve bulundugu Melendiz bolgesindeki
diger Bizans kale kalintilar1 bolgenin Bizans doneminde Arap istilalarina karst bir tampon bolge islevi gordiigiine
isaret etmektedir. Bol su kaynaklar1 ve otlaklar, yerlesimin siirdiiriilebilirligini destekleyerek, koyde hayvanciligin
gelismesine olanak saglamistir. Selguklu ve Osmanli doénemlerinde ise kdy, Tirk gogebe gruplarin gelisiyle
demografik ve kiiltiirel bir doniisiim gecirmistir. Osmanli kadastro kayitlari, yerlesimin siirekliligine ve Tiirk
gruplarmm Rum topluluklariyla biitiinlestiklerine isaret etmektedir. Gliniimiizde Murtaza Koy, tarihi gegmisinin
mekansal ve kiiltiirel bellegini tasimaya devam etmektedir. Geleneksel su yonetimi sistemlerinin modern tarimsal
ihtiyaclara uyarlanmasi ve pastoral uygulamalarin siirdiiriilmesi, tarihsel siireclerin giiniimiiz kdy yasamina olan
etkisini gostermektedir. Rum ve Tiirk yap1 ustalarmnin etkilesimin yansitan kemerli yigma yapilar ile ortaya ¢ikan
mimari doku Ozellikle dikkat ¢ekicidir. Bu mimari 6zellikler, tarihsel etkilesimler, ¢evresel kosullar ve kirsal
yasamin pratik ihtiyaglar1 tarafindan sekillendirilen yerel zanaatkarligi gostermektedir. Toplulugun tarihsel
kokleriyle olan bagi, sozlii geleneklerin siirdiiriilmesi ve eski yer adlarmin siirekli kullanilmasiyla da
kanitlanmaktadir. Bu ¢aligma, Murtaza Kéyti’niin, kirsal yerlesimlerin kiiltiirel siirekliliklerini korurken gevresel
ve sosyo-ekonomik degisimlere nasil uyum sagladigina dair dikkate deger bir 6rnek yerlegsmedir. Bu tiir caligmalar,
Melendiz bolgesinin tarihsel dinamiklerini ve Anadolu’nun kirsal ge¢misine dair daha genis bir perspektif

gelistirilmesini saglayacaktir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Kirsal Yerlesimler, Orta Anadolu, Kirsal Anadolu, Bizans Donemi, Osmanli Dénemi
INTRODUCTION

Researchers are conducting excavations, surveys, and historical research in various regions of Anatolia
(including the Sinop peninsula/Paphlagonia, Konya plain, Cappadocia, Goksu Valley, Sagalassos region, and
around the ancient centers of Aphrodisias and Ephesus) to expand our limited understanding of the settlements
during the Late Roman — Early Byzantine (end of 4th century CE) and Medieval (5th-15th century CE) period in
Anatolia.! However, the majority of research has focused on significant harbor settlements and cities such as
Ephesos, Amastris, Pergamon, and Ankara, whose historical background is widely recognized.? Settlements in
rural areas with low population and settlement density have largely remained undiscovered. The disparity in
research focus between rural and urban settlements poses challenges in determining the settlement hierarchy and
characteristics of Anatolia over these time periods. Therefore, the existing knowledge regarding the rural
settlements during these periods is considerably incomplete. Recent research, including archaeological
excavations, historical studies, geo-spatial analyses, and environmental surveys in small and unpretentious
settlements dating to the Late Roman — Early Byzantine and Medieval periods of Central Anatolia and its
surroundings, have contributed to a better understanding of rural settlements.® In this context, Euchaita, a small
provincial town inhabited during the Late Roman, Byzantine, and Ottoman periods;* Cadir Hoyiik, a rural
settlement of the Early-Middle Byzantine period to the south of Euchaita;> Kilise Tepe (Isauria), a rural Byzantine
settlement;® and research on Late Roman and Byzantine settlement patterns in northern Anatolia offer valuable
data.” These studies contribute to the comprehension of how the political, economic, cultural, and environmental
changes of the period in Anatolia shaped the formation of settlements in rural areas.® The strategic location of

! John Haldon, Hugh Elton, and James M.L. Newhard, "Introduction," in Archaeology and Urban Settlement in Late Roman and Byzatine
Anatolia: Euchaita-Avkat-Beyozii and Its Environment, ed. John Haldon, Hugh Elton, and James M.L. Newhard (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 2018).

2 Haldon, Elton, Newhard, ibid., p. 2.

3 Adam Izdebski, "Rural Settlements," in The Archaeology of Byzantine Anatolia from the End of Late Antiquity until the Coming of the Turks,
ed. Philippe Niewohner (Newyork: Oxford University Press, 2017).

4 John Haldon, "Euchaita: from Late Roman and Byzantine Town to Ottoman Village," in Archaeology and Urban Settlement in Late Roman
and Byzantine Anatolia: Euchaita- Avkat- Beydzii and Its Environment, ed. John Haldon, Hugh Elton, and James M.L. Newhard (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 2018); John Haldon, Hugh Elton, and James Newhard, "Euchaita," in The Archaeology of Byzantine Anatolia
from the End of Late Antiquity until the Coming of the Turks, ed. Philippe Niewohner (Newyork: Oxford University Press, 2017).

> Marica Cassis et al., "Regional Patterns of Transition at Cadir Hoyiik in the Byzantine Period," Journal of Eastern Mediterranean
Archaeology and Heritage Studies 7, no. 3 (2019).

¢ Mark Jackson, "2007-2011 Excavations at Kilise Tepe: A Byzantine Rural Settlement in Isauria," Dumbarton Oaks Papers 69 (2015).

7 Kristina Winther-Jacobsen and Latife Summerer, Landscape Dynamics and Settlement Patterns in Northern Anatolia during the Roman and
Byzantine Period, (BiblioScout, 2015).

8 Marica Cassis et al., "Evaluating Archaeological Evidence for Demographics, Abandonment, and Recovery in Late Antique and Byzantine
Anatolia," Human Ecology 46, no. 3 (2018); Cassis et al., "Regional Patterns of Transition at Cadir Hoyiik in the Byzantine Period."; Haldon,
"Euchaita: from Late Roman and Byzantine Town to Ottoman Village."; Neil Roberts et al., "Not the End of the World? Post-Classical Decline
and Recovery in Rural Anatolia," Human Ecology 46, no. 3 (2018).
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Central Anatolia as a transitional area between the eastern and western parts of Anatolia in terms of human and
spatial mobility plays a crucial role in identifying the interactions and differentiations between urban and rural
settlements. Thus, research in the Central Anatolian countryside is important for determining the impact of Late
Roman/ Early Byzantine (4th— 7th ¢. CE), Intermediate (7th-9th ¢c. CE), and Middle Byzantine (10th—12th c. CE),’
Seljuk, and Ottomon period populations on the landscape, their settlement processes, changes in the settlement
areas and the long continuity between these periods and present-day settlements.

This article aims to make a contribution to the research on the rural settlements of Anatolia throughout the
Late Roman — Early Byzantine and Medival periods, considering the constraints and approaches discussed earlier.
Therefore, it presents a study on the ethnographic, archaeological, historical, and environmental data of the
present-day Murtaza village in Nigde, which has been inhabited since the Byzantine period in rural Central
Anatolia, and the Melendiz region where it is located. This research aims to elucidate the settlement processes,
changes and effects on the landscape of Murtaza village during the Byzantine, Seljuk, and Ottoman periods.
Furthermore, it analyzes the effects of this long historical process on the settlement of Murtaza village today.

SITE AND MATERIAL: MURTAZA VILLAGE (NiGDE, TURKIYE)

The research site, Murtaza village (38° 9°56.34 "N, 34°35°52.58 "E), is located in the south of the olcanic
Cappadocia region, within the borders of Nigde Province (Figure 1). The settlement is located in the Melendiz
region, which is home to several volcanic mountains including Hasandag, Keciboyduran, Melendiz, Tepekoy,
Cinarli, and Golliidag (Figure 1).'° Murtaza village is located within these borders in a valley between volcanic
mountains of Cimarlt and Tepekdy (Figure 2a-b). The surface of the valley where the settlement is located is
covered with pyroclastic and other volcanic rocks erupted by the volcanic mountains in the region during their
active phase. The Murtaza stream, which originates when the Suludere and Agsak streams combine and is fed by
the waters of the dam built in the 1990s, flows through the valley (Figure 3a-b). The stream bed serves as a means
of irrigating agricultural lands. The springs around the settlement fulfil the village’s drinking water requirements.

The settlement comprises 200 households and has a population of around 650-700 individuals. The village’s
architectural texture adheres to a plan that aligns with the topography of the valley slope. The rocks of the valley
were cut to build rock-carved spaces, and masonry structures were built with andesite and basalt stones obtained
around the settlement (Figure 4). The subsistence economy of the settlement is mainly based on animal husbandry
activities. Husbandry activities are conducted in temporary settlements established in the pastures in the vicinity
of the settlement (Figure 5). Agricultural production is conducted within limited cultivation areas for household
consumption. Daily activities are performed within the settlement, including preparations for both the summer and
winter seasons. For this purpose, they dry the food they would consume on the rooftops of their houses, as well as
drying the grass for their livestock, in order to prepare the food. Furthermore, the turd, which serves as the fuel for
the tandoor and stoves used for heating and cooking, is also dried and stored. In this context, Murtaza village is a
settlement that has maintained its traditional characteristics through its physical structure and lifestyle.

METHODS

The data presented in this article on the village of Murtaza is based on fieldwork conducted in the village of
Murtaza between 2014 and 2016. This fieldwork took place over three seasons between 2014 and 2016, 32 days
in each season, for a total of 96 days. The Tepecik-Ciftlik Archaeological Excavation Project (https:www.tepecik-
ciftlik.org) in the region also contributed to the process by providing infrastructure support for the fieldwork. In
this article, the field data from the village of Murtaza from 2014-2016 have been re-evaluated in the context of a
new research problem and literature. ! A combination of participant observation and unstructured interview
techniques were used to understand the process of emergence and change of the settlement of Murtaza Village and
to determine the impact of historical and geographical factors on this process. The researcher actively participated
in the daily life of the village (agriculture and livestock, domestic and social activities) and collected data through
notes and photographs. This technique allowed the local people to get used to an external researcher more quickly
and facilitated the observation of their natural way of life. Observations were elaborated through post-field desk
studies. Unstructured interviews were conducted on architectural structures, construction techniques, agriculture
and animal husbandry, historical development, and geographical characteristics of the village. In addition, oral

% Marica Cassis et al., "Evaluating Archaeological Evidence for Demographics, Abandonment, and Recovery in Late Antique and Byzantine
Anatolia," Human Ecology 46, no. 3 (2018), p. 384

10 Serhan Giinen, Tepekdy Ve Cinarli (Nigde, Orta Anadolu Volkanitlerinin Mineralojik, Jeokimyasal Ve Petrolojik Ozellikleri (Nigde
Universitesi Jeoloji Miihendisligi Anabilim Dali Yaymmlanmamis Yiiksek Lisans Tezi, 2010); Damase Mouralis et al., "Quaternary Volcanic
Landscapes and Prehistoric Sites in Southern Cappadocia: Golliidag, Acigdl and Hasandag. Landscapes and Landforms of Turkey," in
Landscapes and Landforms of Turkey, ed. Catherine Kuzucuoglu, Attila Ciner, and Nizamettin Kazanc1 (Springer, 2019).

! Burak Falay, "Kirsal Bir Yerlesmenin Ortaya Cikisi Ve Degisim Siirecinin Etnoarkeolojik Bir Yaklasimla Arastiriimasi: Nigde- Murtaza
Koyii" (PhD Thesis, Istanbul Universitesi, 2019). Since ethics committee approval is not required for pre-2020 studies within the framework
of ULAKBIM TR Index Journal Evaluation criteria, ethics committee approval was not obtained for this study. Participants were informed of
the aims of the research, how the results would be used and the principles of confidentiality.
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narratives passed down from generation to generation were collected to reveal some aspects of Murtaza village
that could not be illuminated by written documents. Those who volunteered to be interviewed were interviewed,
with priority given to builders, farmers, shepherds, and the oldest residents of the village. The data obtained from
the interviews were recorded in field notes, reviewed through desk studies, and evaluated through recurring themes
and narratives. The focus was on the first settlement, water resources, neighboring settlements, remains of old
buildings, and important historical events. Observations were made in and around the village and its surroundings
in the areas of the first settlement, agricultural/grazing areas, sections related to the water system, and remains of
old buildings in order to obtain concrete findings on the points indicated in the ethnographic and oral history data.
The historical remains were recorded with photographs and field notes, and spatial analysis was carried out by
processing them into GIS layers. Architectural documentation was also carried out to understand the current
architecture of the settlement and its transformation in the historical process. The vector plan of Murtaza Village
taken from the municipality of Nigde-Ciftlik district was updated in ArcGIS software and the settlement plan was

drawn using orthorectified photographs obtained by aerial photography method.

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION

1. Melendiz Region and Murtaza Village in the Late Roman-Byzantine Period

The purpose of these sections is to thoroughly examine the settlement history of the Melendiz countryside
and Murtaza village during the Late Roman-Byzantine periods. This will be achieved by integrating archaeological
findings, historical records, environmental data, and local narratives to provide a comprehensive understanding of
the region’s history. While archaeological data and historical records documented the Byzantine period in and
around the Murtaza village, environmental data focused on the past ecological conditions of the region and the
impact of these conditions on settlements. The oral history of Murtaza village inhabitants was used to connect all
these findings with cultural and spatial memory.

1.1. The Relationship of the Late Roman-Byzantine Period Military Defense System with the
Settlements in Rural Melendiz
The Cappadocia region serves as a buffer zone against Parthian attacks from the east during the Late Roman
period.!? This data is supported by maps and manuscripts from the 4th century CE'* which point to the
development of a settlement pattern in an around the Melendiz region, where mansio and mutatio were surrounded
by military fortresses.'* Based on these data, it is reasonable to assume that the Melendiz region and its
surroundings, which are located within the borders of Cappadocia, had a settlement pattern that encountered
military attacks from the east and so developed around military fortifications since the Late Roman period. One
of the archaeological evidences for this assumption is the remains of military fortresses discovered in the Melendiz
region. Particularly noteworthy are the remains of a Byzantine fortress built on a natural rock mass 800 meters
northeast of Murtaza village (Figure 2). The building’s 2-meter-wide defense walls, named after the village, have
been preserved up to 7-8 meters high in some sections (Figure 6).!5 The fortress is located on a valley canyon

12 Michael H. Dodgeon and Samuel N.C. Lieu, eds., The Roman Eastern Frontier and the Persian Wars Ad 226-363 (Taylor & Francis e-
Library, 2005); Herodianus, Historia Romana, trans. C.R. Whittaker (Loeb Classical Library, 1920).

13 4th century sources; The Itinerarium Antonini, created around 300 CE. and named after the Roman emperor Antoninus, is a map with more
than twenty copies. The Itinerarium Burdigalense (Bordeaux Itinerary), dated 333 CE, is an anonymous manuscript describing in detail the
pilgrimage route from Bordeaux to Jerusalem, the lodgings (mansio) and horse exchanges (mutatio) along the way. The Tabula Peutingeriana
(Peutinger's Map) of 350 CE is a map drawn on parchment. 6.75 meters long and 0.32-0.34 meters wide, it has a narrow format in the north-
south direction and a wide format in the east-west direction. This map, which pictographically depicts settlements and roads, is one of the most
important geographical sources of the period.

The fourth volume of David French's Roman Roads and Milestones of Asia Minor, the Pleiades Project conducted by Richard J. A. Talbert,
an expert in ancient history at the University of North Carolina, Omnes Viae: Roman Routeplanner, Vici.org: Archaeological Atlas of
Antiquity, Lund University's Digital Atlas of the Roman Empire, and Harvard University's The Digital Atlas of Roman and Medieval
Civilizations are based on the digitization of the 4th century maps and manuscripts mentioned above. These works can be accessed through
online platforms such as Omnes Viae, Vici.org, DARE, Harvard Digital Atlas, Tabula-Peutingeriana, Tabulae Geographicae.de Antonine-
Itinerary and Pleiades Project.

!4 David H. French, Roman Roads & Milestones of Asia Minor: Vol. 3 Milestones, Fasc 3.3 Cappadocia (Ankara: British Institute, 2012);
Roman Roads & Milestones of Asia Minor: Vol. 4 the Roads Fas. 4.1 Notes on the Itineraria (Ankara: British Institute, 2016); Friedrich Hild
and Marcell Restle, Tabula Imperii Byzantini 2, Kappadokien: (Kappadokia, Charsianon, Sebasteia Und Lykandos) (Wien: Verlag der
Osterreichischen Akademie der Wissenschaften, 1981); Tiilin Kaya, "Understanding the Use of Byzantine Routes in Central Anatolia (Ca.
7th-9th Centuries)," Studia Ceranea 9 (2019); Bemet Salway, "Travel, Itineraria and Tabellaria," in Travel and Geography in the Roman
Empire, ed. Colin Adams and Ray Laurence (Taylor and Francis e-Library, 2005); Eugenia Equini Schneider, "Classical Sites in Anatolia:
1993 Archaeological Survey in Cappadocia," in Xii. Arastirma Sonuglar: Toplantisi (Ankara: T.C. Kiiltiir Bakanlhigi Milli Kiitiiphane Basimevi,
1995); "Classical Sites in Anatolia: 1994 Archaeological Survey in Cappadocia," (Ankara: T.C. Kiiltiir Bakanligi Milli Kiitiiphane Basimevi,
1996); Richard J.A. Talbert, Barrington Atlas of the Greek and Roman World: Map-by-Map Directory (Princeton University Press, 2000);
Jacopo Turchetto and Giuseppe Salemi, "Hide and Seek. Roads, Lookouts and Directional Visibility Cones in Central Anatolia," Open
Archaeology 3, no. 1 (2017).; "Itinerartum Burdigalense" In Vol [ Itineraria Antonini Augusti et Burdigalense: Accedit tabula
geographica edited by Otto Cuntz and Gerhard Wirth, 86-102. Berlin, Boston: B. G. Teubner, 1990.

15 Fazil Agikgoz et al., eds., Nigde Kiiltiir Envanteri 2009 (Nigde: Tekten Basin Yayin, 2009), p. 439.
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(1800 meters altitude) opening up to the north of the Melendiz region. Thus, due to its observation angle, it has
the ability to control the main roads passing up to the north and the distance extending towards Mount Erciyes.
This strategic location is of great military importance. It likely served as an early warning system against raids by
Arab troops from the east between the 7th and 10th centuries CE

Numerous Byzantine fortresses (Asmazkalesi, Balci/Uctepe, Sivrihiasar-Gelintepe, Macida/Nigde,
Valisa/Yaylayolu, Tavala/Andaval and Salamiin) discovered through archaeological surveys in the Melendiz
region'® have also shown that the fortress in Murtaza village was not the only one, instead a belt of fortresses was
established throughout the region as a defense against enemy raids (Figure 7). This belt of fortresses in the
Melendiz region can be explained by the land-based military class that emerged in Anatolia as a result of the
political, administrative, and military organization known as Thema (Byzantine Themes).!” Because in this system,
soldiers (soldiers were also Byzantine) and peasants were assigned to military estates, where the peasants were
obligated to cultivate the land and served in the army during times of war, equipped with military equipment and
a horse.'® The fact that the rock-carved spaces in the Agik Saray, Canli Church and Selime-Yaprakhisar (Ihlara
Valley) within the borders of Nevsehir and Aksaray were used as living quarters and places where war horses and
livestock were raised by inhabitants belonging to the landowning military class of Byzantium are concrete findings
of this system.!® Moreover, the epigraphic and material remains of Euchaita (located in Corum Avkat/Beydzii)
offer evidence of the influence of the Thema system on the settlement pattern of Anatolia.?’ All these data prove
the impact of the military system on the settlements in the Byzantine countryside.

The historical document De Velitatione Bellica?' provides supporting evidence for the events that took place
during and after the reign of Byzantine Emperor Nicephorus II Phocas (963-969 CE). According to De Velitatione
Bellica, the Byzantine border territories mostly consisted of fortresses and villages, rather than cities.?? During the
period from the 7th to 10th centuries CE, the territories were divided into three distinct administrative and political
regions to increase defense capabilities against Arab invasions in Anatolia.?? The first of these three regions is the
area surrounding Constantinople, which provided food to the capital, supported commercial activities, and
functioned as an entrep6t.>* The second region includes the main strongholds and subordinate centers that acted
as a defensive barrier against enemy attacks on the interior and that constituted important elements of the state’s
administrative, financial, and military infrastructure.?® The third and outer region encompassed the areas most
exposed to enemy activity until the mid-8th century AD.?® There regions, including Cappadocia, were located
around strategic passes known as Kleisura, which were the first to encounter raids by Arab forces towards the
Taurus Mountains or Cilicia.?’As a result, the Melendiz region in Cappadocia and smaller towns to the south, like
Tyana (Nigde-Kemerhisar) and Phaustinoupolis (Nigde-Bagmakc1) suffered greatly from these attacks. 28
Furthermore, the Melendiz region, referred to as ‘Bishop’s Meadow’ (Marj al-Usquf) in Arabic sources dating to
the 9th and 10th centuries AD, is on the route to Tyana (Kemerhisar) and Nakida (Nigde) via Podandos and
Phaustinoupolis, or to Koloneia, Nazianzos, Nyssa and the episcopal center Doara (Divarli) via Antigous

16 Lorenzo D'Alfonso, "Archaeological Survey in Northern Tyanis: Preliminary Report of the First Campaign (2006) of the University of

Pavia," in 25. Arastirma Sonuglart Toplantist (Ankara: Kiiltiir ve Turizm Bakanligi DOSIMM Basimevi, 2008), p. 4; "Archaeological Survey
in Northern Tyanis: Preliminary Report of the Second Campaign," in 26. Arastirma Sonuglar: Toplantis: (Ankara: T.C. Kiiltiir ve Turizm
Bakanligi Yayinlari, 2009), p. 163; Emst Honigmann, Bizans Devletinin Dogu Sirt (istanbul: Istanbul Universitesi Edebiyat Fakiiltesi
Yaylari, 1970), p. 43-44; Schneider, "Classical Sites in Anatolia: 1993 Archaeological Survey in Cappadocia,”" 430; "Classical Sites in
Anatolia: 1994 Archaeological Survey in Cappadocia," p. 15-16; Turchetto and Salemi, "Hide and Seek. Roads, Lookouts and Directional
Visibility Cones in Central Anatolia."

17 George Ostrogorsky, History of the Byzantine State, trans. Joan Hussey (Oxford: Basil Blackwell, 1968), p. 90.

18 Ostrogorsky ibid., p. 90-91.

19 Fatma Giil Oztiirk, "A Comparative Architectural Investigation of the Middle Byzantine Courtyard Complexes in Agiksaray - Cappadocia:
Questions of Monastic and Secular Settlement" (2010); Filiz Tiitiincii, "The Land of Beautiful Horses: Stables in Middle Byzantine
Cappadocia" (Master's Thesis, Bilkent University, 2008), p. 27-39, 97.

20 Haldon, "Euchaita: from Late Roman and Byzantine Town to Ottoman Village.".

2! Niebuhr, B. G. (Ed.). (1828). Corpus Scriptorum Historiae Byzantinae: Leo Diaconus: Quae Extant Omnia (Pars XI). "De Velitatione Bellica
Domini Nicephori Augusti". p. 182-258. This work, known by its Latin title, is a military manual providing instructions on conducting guerilla
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(Altunhisar).?® It can be deduced that the route played a significant role in placing the Melendiz region at the heart

of the advancing enemy forces, so increasing its susceptibility to attacks.

All these archacological and historical data explain why the Melendiz region and the area surrounding
Murtaza village were encircled by a belt of fortresses.*? Based on this information, the Melendiz region is not a
no-man’s land but a border region capable of taking measures against Arab attacks from the east. The military
defense system consisting of fortresses established an organic relationship with the settlements, leading to a
settlement system that prioritized the security of the regional inhabitants.

1.2. Byzantine Period Settlement in Murtaza Village: Archaeological and Historical Data

Research was conducted in present-day Murtaza village to provide material evidence supporting the
existence of a Byzantine settlement, in addition to the fortress remnants around the village proving the Byzantine
presence. During the research, a spolia building material with an engraved cross was discovered on the wall of a
house in the settlement (Figure 8). This was likely disassembled from a nearby church that no longer exists and
brought to the settlement. Archaeological surveys, period maps (see footnote 13 and 14) and manuscripts (see
footnote 1314) in the region provide data on numerous churches, monastery buildings (Kitreli, Yesilyurt, Avoren,
Kilise Oreni, Kinik Oren, Kizil Kilise, Andaval) (Figure 9) and episcopal centers dating to the Sth and 9th centuries
CE.3! In particular, Basileos of Caesarea (329-379 CE), who is recognized as the founder of the monastic system
in the 4th century CE and was later canonized, along with Gregorius Nazianzos (330-388 CE) and Gregorius of
Nyssa (335?-385/395? CE), who are esteemed as prominent figures in the Cappadocian Church Fathers, ensured
the strong organization of Christianity in the region. Moreover, the bishoprics of Doara (Divarli) and Nazianzos
(Nenezi) were particulary notable in the Melendiz region and its vicinity. Doara (Divarli), located in the Melendiz
region, was initially associated with Tyana (Kemerhisar) and later with Mokissos in 536 CE. It served as a
bishopric until the mid-10th century CE but lost its status in the early 13th century CE.3? The evidence indicates
that the region was an important center for Christianity during the Byzantine period and had an intense population
movement. In conclusion, the presence of historical and archaeological evidence, such as the spolia adorned with
crosses and the remnants of a military fortress in Murtaza village, strongly support the notion that the Byzantines
occupied the village.

1.3. Byzantine Settlement in Murtaza Village: Oral and Historical Data

This section aims to provide a more comprehensive perspective on the establishment and development of
settlement in Murtaza village by establishing a connection between the oral and historical sources of the village
and its surrounding areas. In the lack of historical records, it is aimed to gain a layered understandingof the
settlement history of Murtaza village by analyzing local narratives within a historical context. Within this
framework, the oral historical data of Murtaza village associates the first layer of the settlement with the Murtaza
fortress, which was part of the Byzantine military defense system in the region. According to the narrative, the
first settlement process of the area around the fortress commenced when four Greek siblings, named Murtat,
Dirmit, Andul, and Vandol, arrived. Murtat founded Murtatin settlement (now known as Murtaza village); Andul
founded Andirlos settlement (modernHaciabdullah village); Dirmit founded Divrin settlement (modern Yildiztepe
village; and Vandol founded Valisa settlement (modernYaylayolu village) (Figure 10). As a Byzantine soldier,
Murtat was assigned as the commander of Murtaza fortress and he and his companions established settlements in
the surrounding areas known as Salandira, Oren, Kemer, Mandiras, and Cayirdz (Figure 10). To support the oral
history of Murtaza village with material evidence, investigations were conducted around the fortress. Nevertheless,
no architectural remains were discovered, and it was determined that these locations are being used as pasture
land. However, historical research on the Cappadocian countryside throughout the Middle and Late Byzantine
periods uncovers that the central authority assigned soldiers as protectors of settlements or religious buildings that
shared geographical and organic ties with fortresses.>® In this system, founder soldiers not only defended their
settlements but also obtained economic benefits by cultivating the land.>* Meanwhile, during the Middle Byzantine
period (610-867 CE), settlements in Cappadocia were typically situated on steep hills, isolated rock outcrops, or
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in remote locations, perhaps as a result of the war environment.>> When considering the local narrative of Murtaza
village, the isolated mountainous environment in which is situated, and the remnants of the fortress, it becomes
evident that the settlement process began with the military defense system established by the Byzantine Empire in
the region.

We can further elaborate on the first settlement process of Murtaza village using historical data. Within this
framework, the case of Eustathios Boilas (1059) an imperial official from a Cappadocian family, holds
significance. Eustathios Boilas, an imperial official, relocated to the eastern frontier of the empire to settle in an
empty region and soon built houses and churches on the land he owned.*¢ In the Byzantine countryside, powerful
landowners who were imperial officials, like Eustathios Boilas, exercised informal authority over the peasants,
substituting for the empire in matters of taxation, administration of justice, and defense of the land.?” Since the
late 11th century CE, landowners like Eustathios Boilas constructed fortresses or towers on their estates to offer
refuge to peasants during times of danger.3® However, there is no data supporting the presence of such landowners
in the Melendiz region in general and around Murtaza village. However, some assessments may be derived from
the oral historical data on Murtat’s dispute with his siblings (Dirmit, Andirlos, and Valisa) concerning the division
of water resources. This is because this narrative aligns with historical data on powerful landowners in the
Byzantine countryside. >’

According to the narrative, Murtat redirected the water from the Murtaza stream through the water channels
he had built in what is now called Gavur-arki or Terazi strait (Figure 11) to reduce the flow of water from the
stream to the Dirmit, Andirlos, and Valisa settlements (Figure 10). To support this narrative with material evidence,
research was carried out in the area presently known as Gavur-arki (Terazi strait). During the research, remnants
of ancient water channels were discovered on the surface (Figure 11). Nevertheless, the available data is
insufficient to date these remains to the Byzantine period. On the other hand, the name given to the location of the
water channels by the inhabitants of Murtaza as ‘Gavur’ (foreign), a term used to refer to Byzantine Greeks, is
aweak evidence pointing to the Byzantine period. The narrative asserts that Murtat’s behavior earned him a
reputation as a harsh and cruel person, leading to him being called as Murtat, which is used to describe individuals
who mistreat others. According to the local history sources, this information suggests that there was a powerful
landowner exercising an informal authority. Nevertheless, as noted above, this assumption lacks support from
historical and archaeological evidence.

1.4. Byzantine Housing in Murtaza Village: Rock-Carved Structures

The housing and architectural preferences of the Byzantine period in the vicinity of Murtaza village are a
significant topic of inquiry. The inhabitants of the village assert that the rock-carved structures (Figure 2) in the
current settlement can be traced back to the Byzantine period. Currently, several rock-carved structures in Murtaza
village are still in use, while others have been severely destroyed that they are inaccessible. Some of the accessible
ones were examined, but no material remains that could be associated with the Byzantine period were discovered.
To establish the connection between the numerous rock-carved structures in the settlement and the Byzantine
period through material evidence, separate research should be carried out to evaluate these structures. However,
historical research of the region suggests that the rock-carved structures might have been utilized in the Byzantine
period. After the Arab raids in Anatolia, Byzantium lost control of the region and as a result, the cities lost their
appeal and were mostly deserted.*’ During this process, cities in Anatolia decreased in size, while social and
economic mobility shifted towards rural areas and the landed estates owned by the aristocracy, as well as the
capital city of Constantinople. Such historical circumstances resulted in a rise in the construction of rock-carved
architecture in the rural region of Cappadocia.*! This shift in the rural landscape is supported by the Byzantine
historian Leo the Deacon and the Arab geographer Ibn Haugqal in the 10th century CE who reported that the
inhabitants of Cappadocia lived in troglo-dytes, small settlements of rock-carved houses. *? These historical records
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indicate that the pyroclastic rocks on the slope of the valley, where the present-day Murtaza village is located,
were transformed into rock-carved places to provide shelter during the Byzantine period. Nevertheless, it is
necessary to critically examine the connection between these places and the Byzantine period in separate research,

and this assumption should be supported by material evidence.

1.5. Byzantine Economy of Murtaza Village: A History of Husbandry Activities Supported by
Environmental Data

An important question is about the means by which the Byzantine populations residing around Murtaza
fortress managed to maintain their subsistence economy. They must have resolved the issue of nutrition to ensure
the continuity of the settlement. It is evident that the environment of Murtaza village exhibits a significant
abundance of water resources and pastures. The settlement history of the region was directly affected by these
environmental conditions. First of all, it should be emphasized that the Melendiz region has a rich history of animal
husbandry activities. The 4th century CE historical record (Itinerarium Burdigalense) mentions the presence of an
imperial equine breeding facility known as Villa Palmati, located between Andabalis and Tyana.*® This facility
was likely situated in the southern part of the Melendiz region, approximately 12-20 kilometers away from Tyana,
with the land around the Bor plain and the site of the Akkaya dam at present-day’s Ilicalar, which was known as
Xanxaris (Figure 12) in Early Christian times.** The region is characterized by a highly wetland ecosystem,
featuring salt springs documented by Philostratos and Strabo, as well as hot springs at Xanxaris.** This data
suggests that the Melendiz region and its immediate surroundings had a natural environment that provided
favorable conditions for populations engaged in animal husbandry activities starting from the Late Roman period.

During the period from the 7th to 10th centuries CE, as agricultural stability worsened and pastoral activities
became prominent, the vicinity of Murtaza village may have become a significant option for settlement. The
isotope and pollen analyses of Nar Lake, located north of Gélliidag in the Melendiz region, yield important data
on this matter. The data from this study indicate that agricultural activities, such as cultivating olive, walnut,
chestnut, vine, rye, wheat, barley, and plants used for flavoring food or medicinal purposes, were conducted
intensively in the region between 330-679 CE.* However, starting in the late 670 CE, there was a noticeable rise
in the number of oak trees in the region, and rural settlements were suddenly abandoned, and agricultural activities
declined.*” Meanwhile, data obtained from surveys conducted at Kilise Tepe, Cadir Hoyiik, and Canli Kilise
indicate that despite substantial population levels during the 6th century CE, there was a sharp decline in the
number of settlements in the 7th and 8th centuries CE.*® In addition to these studies, it has ascertained that the
lands between Tyana and the Melendiz plain, despite their fertile nature, lost their agricultural stability because
they were a transit point for armies from 650 CE to the end of the 8th century CE.*’ A similar situation can be
observed at the Euchaita site, with a decline in vine and olive cultivation, a decrease in the availability of pollen
from fruit trees, and an increase in cereal and livestock production.’® After 950 CE, agricultural and husbandry
activities increased again.>!

These data, derived from paleoenvironmental surveys, coincide with 670 CE, when Arab armies intensified
their military raids, and 950 CE, when military activities declined.>? The decline in agricultural activities can be
attributed to the attacks of the Arab armies in the region, as well as the allocation of resources by the central
government to fulfill military needs.3® In addition, the shift from agriculture to animal husbandry after 610 AD
can be attributed to climatic changes, specifically the Roman Warm Period (characterized by relatively humid and
warm conditions), which persisted until 650 CE, and the Dark Ages Cold Period (characterized by drier and colder
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conditions).>* In particular, during the Dark Ages Cold Period, which lasted until the 930s CE, pastoral activities
increased despite a sharp decline in agricultural indicators.’ Despite all these data from environmental and
historical research attribute the causes of the agricultural decline to different events and phenomena, there is a
consensus that livestock raising activities became prominent during the 7th and 10th centuries CE. In summary,
the abundant water resources and fertile pastures near the Murtaza fortress likely created an ideal environment for
the people in the region from the 7th to the 10th centuries CE. This allowed them to sustain their animal husbandry
practices and maintain settlement continuity.

2. Melendiz Region and Murtaza Village in Seljuk and Ottoman Period

An analysis was carried out on the Melendiz Region and Murtaza village using local narratives, historical
records, and particularly the data found in the cadastral record books from the Seljuk and Ottoman periods.

2.1. Cultural and Social Interactions between Byzantium and Turks in Anatolia in the 11th-12th
Centuries

Historical studies show that the Byzantine-Turkish relations in Anatolia in the 11th and 12th centuries CE
were characterized by military, social, cultural, economic, and peaceful contacts.>® The Christians in Anatolia
developed strong alliances with the Turks, joining forces against the invading Franks, and established strong ties
through trade, shared the same settlements, and strengthened ties between the two communities through
intermarriage.’” However, it is well acknowledged that both parties also resort to violence to accomplish their
goals.® In these periods, the resistance of the Turks (particularly the Danishmends) in Central Anatolia against
the armies of the First Crusade (1101 CE) and Alexios I (1097-98 CE) enabled them to expand their territory from
Eskisehir (Dorylaion) to the eastern highlands, reaching the lakes of Central Anatolia, and to establish their control
over Cappadocia.’® Central Anatolia thus became a political and cultural region dominated by Muslim-Turkish
elites between 1120 and 1200 CE.®° Furthermore, the fact that the Seljuk sultans encouraged Turkmen nomadic
groups and local Christian peasants to settle in Anatolia to increase agricultural production and accelerate the
process of Turkish-Islamic colonization in Anatolia strengthened this dominance.®' This historical evidence
suggests that during the 11th and 12th centuries CE, Muslim-Turkic nomads and soldiers initiated a new political
and cultural transformation in the eastern provinces of Byzantium.

2.2. Settlement of Nomadic Turkish Groups in Murtaza Village: Oral and Historical Data

According to local oral histories collected through unstructured interviews with older residents and families
claiming descent from nomadic groups, the Arife and Pilavcilar- who relied on animal husbandry- are said to have
settled near the fortress. Participants in these interviews were selected on the basis of their knowledge of the
village's history, as described in the Methodology section. The interview process took place between 2014 and
2016, with the permission of the informants and within the framework of the participant observation technique. .
This new migration wave led to a harmonious encounter between nomadic Turkish tribes and the Greek
communities who had settled around the Murtaza fortress already. In this context, historical records indicate that
the Seljuks maintained the use of fortress settlements on steep and inaccessible cliffs, which they acquired from
Byzantine authority, due to their defensive advantages.®® The Seljuks referred to these settlements as Karahisar,
which shared spatial and functional similarities with the Ottoman Empire’s settlements known as menzil or
derbent.® From the available data, it can be inferred that the vicinity of the Murtaza fortress likely served as a
settlement throughout the Seljuk period, mostly due to its strategic location and defensive characteristics. The rich
pastures and natural water resourced of Murtaza village must have also provided favorable conditions for the
settlement of nomadic Turkish groups involved in animal husbandry activities around the fortress. However, there
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is a lack of material evidence to support the historical records and local narratives that coincide with these data,

thereby failing to establish the existence of a settlement during the Seljuk period around the Murtaza village.

2.3. Ottoman Period Settlement of Murtaza Village: Cadastral Record Books

The cadastral record books include information about the settlements subjected to Nigde from 1500 to 1522
and these records (numbered 42, 455, and 387) reveal that Murtaza village was originally referenced in written
records under the names Murtand: and Mutand1.® These records provide direct evidence that Murtaza village was
inhabited during the Ottoman period in the 16th century. It is worth noting that the inhabitants of Murtaza village
still use the names Murtandi and Mutand1 as settlement names, which demonstrates the enduring ancient memory
in the settlement. In addition, the similarity of the names Murtand1 and Mutand1 with the Byzantine fortress
commander Murtat is another remarkable fact. The fact that the names of Dirmit, Andirlos, and Valisa settlements
mentioned in the 16th century Ottoman records®® coincide with the names in the Byzantine settlement narratives
of Murtaza village is significant in verifying the Byzantine existence in the region based on Ottoman records. In
the 1500 registration record of Andirlos and Divrin/Dirmiy settlements neighboring Murtaza village and
mentioned in the Byzantine period settlement narrative, 24 non-Muslims were recorded in Divrin/Dirmit village,
and 29 non-Muslims in Andirlos village, while there were 25 non-Muslims in Divrin village and 38 non-Muslims
in Andirlos village based on the 1518 records, and 24 non-Muslims in Divrin village and 50 non-Muslims in
Andirlos village in the 1584 records.%” The population statistics is crucial for supporting the emphasis in the local
narratives of Murtaza village that nomadic Turks and Greeks lived together without any problems. This data is
supported by sources that offer information on the nomadic Turkish groups known as Bulgarlu, Berekiitli,
Diindarl, Yiizdeci, and Miistakil, who resided in the Melendiz region (Yazi Uyiik, Kiledere, Baglama, and Gélciik)
in the 16th century, and whose subsistence economy was based on animal husbandry activities.®® Within this
context, it is evident that the oral narratives of the nomadic Turkish groups that settled around the fortress align
with the available historical data.

Additionally, Ottoman records from the 19th century offer detailed information on the settlement of Murtaza
village. In the record known as Karaman Ahkam No. 7 of 1851, the Murtaza village referred to as Murtantin, and
the resolution of the water problem between the settlements of Andirlos and Divrin is mentioned. The record
reports that the stream bed, currently known as Murtaza stream, was divided in such a way that it would flow to
each of Dirmit/Divrin, Andirlos, and Murtantin villages for 2 days each during the irrigation season.® This record
is important as it proves that Murtaza village was inhabited in the 19th century after the 16th century. This record
is also important in that it shows that a similar water dispute between Murtat, the commander of the Byzantine
fortress, and his siblings (Dirmit, Andirlos, and Vandol), which was mentioned in local narratives on the early
settlement of the village, was also recorded in official records in the 19th century. The records date the water
dispute to a later period than the oral history narratives. However, written records show that the problem of sharing
water is a historical fact.

3. Reflections of Spatial and Cultural Memory in Present-day’s Murtaza Village Settlement

This section elucidates the formative effects of the aforementioned historical process on the current
settlement of Murtaza village. The explanations were developed using the data obtained from the ethnographic
fieldwork carried out in Murtaza village.

3.1. Spatial and Cultural Memory of Murtaza Village: Local Architecture and Building Craftspeople

The current Murtaza village settlement was founded on the slope of the valley with rock-carved structures,
about 800 meters away from the remains of the Byzantine fortress (Figure 2).”° Thousands of years of spatial
memory dating back to the Byzantine period influenced the development of today’s settlement characteristic on
this valley slope and close to the fortress. The masonry stone structures were built in front of and on top of the
rock-carved structures, enhancing the architectural characteristic of the settlement (Figure 13a-b-c-d-e).”! The
local architectural composition of the settlement is characterized by masonry (masonry means stone) structures,
referred to as arched rooms by the inhabitants of Murtaza village, which have a history of nearly 100 years. Their
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construction technique is based on a ribbed vault system (Figure 14).”> The inhabitants of the village use the term
‘building arches like a foreign’ for builders who possessed the skill to construct arched rooms with precise and
sturdy measurements. They use this saying to mention the arched structures built by Greek and Armenian arch
builders at the Giizelyurt/Gelveri settlement in Aksaray since the mid-1800s.7® It is because the inhabitants of
Murtaza village praised the arched structures built by Greek and Armenian builders in the region. According to
the records, the Turkish arch builders in the region acquired this construction technique by growing up under Greek
and Armenian builders. Meanwhile, the significance of the Melendiz region as an important center of the Christian
religion enabled the builders from Murtaza village to observe the Byzantine churches in their vicinity, including
their architectural elements such as arches, niches, and supports, as well as their construction designs. The
architectural heritage, together with the skills acquired from Greek builders, addressed the current housing needs
of Murtaza village, while enabling the builders to draw upon the ancient building technique of the region, which
is thousands of years old.

3.2. Impact of Old Water Systems (19th century) on the Settlement

The mountainous and hilly topography of Murtaza village restricts agricultural activities. Thus, the focus of
agricultural production is on crops such as buckwheat, sarikamg¢1 wheat, barley, chickpea, potato, cucumber, bean,
tomato, zucchini, apple, and cherry, which are primarily for domestic consumption and animal feed, including
vetch. Nevertheless, through the enhancement of the old water channels in the Gavurarki region -probably dating
back to at least the Ottoman period (19th centuries), according to water disputes in 19th century Ottoman records-
and the interconnection of the Suludere, which feeds the Murtaza stream, with the Karanlikdere stream that
originates from the peaks of Melendiz mountain, the implementation of the new water system and dam
construction’* improved the efficient irrigation of the cultivated lands (Figure 11). The new water system was
instrumental in the abandonment of cultivated lands located far away from the village, leading to their conversion
into pasture lands. The areas near the village that could be irrigated via dam water (Figure 15) were cultivated with
greater intensity.”® The inhabitants of the village demonstrated their ability to enhance the functionality of the old
water channels, resulting in increased agricultural production. This emphasizes their utilization of the knowledge
and spatial memory of the past to adapt the environment to their needs. The persistent issues surrounding the
division of water resources between Murtaza village and Haci Abdullah (Andirlos) still highlight the enduring
legacy of past conflicts.”® This issue explains the current constraints on agricultural production and rituals such as
rain prayers.

3.3 Impact of the Nomad Culture on the Settlement in Murtaza Village

The mountainous geography of Murtaza village has limited agricultural activities. However, natural water
resources and pastures provided favorable conditions for animal husbandry activities. The shepherds from the
village graze their sheep herds in seasonal settlements they establish from May to October in pastures located near
to the main settlement (Figure 5).”” In October, they relocate their herds to the pastures of Kalekdy, Akkdy, and
Erdemli villages in the Kayseri-Yesilhisar area, where winter conditions are milder, to protect them from the harsh
winter conditions in the settlement’® (Figure 16). They temporarily settle these pastures for about seven months,
starting in October and ending in May, before turning to the pastures of Murtaza village in mid-May. This cycle
has been conducted throughout the year to ensure the herds’ well-being during winter and their access to food
since 1942.7° Households in the village who do not work as shepherds, but own sheep hire shepherds to take care
of their sheep and ensure that the herds graze in the pastures all year for a certain fee. Households who do not send
their herds with the shepherds to Kayseri-Yesilhisar tend to manage their herds themselves within the nearby
dairies that they have constructed or in rock-carved structures.®® The Murtaza people, being the descendants of
nomadic Turkish groups, have significantly influenced the subsistence economy, lifestyle, and settlement pattern
through their adherence to a pastoral culture.

CONCLUSION

72 Falay, ibid.

73 Falay, ibid.

"4 Bildirici, Tarihi Su Yapilart, p. 400.

73 Falay, "Kirsal Bir Yerlesmenin Ortaya Cikis1 Ve Degisim Siirecinin Etnoarkeolojik Bir Yaklagimla Arastirilmasi: Nigde- Murtaza K&yii."
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"7 Falay, ibid.

8 The shepherds travel to Kayseri-Yesilhisar with their herds through two routes. The first route starts from Murtaza village, following the
Golciik and Orhanli route to Kayseri-Yesilhisar. Migration on this route takes three days. The second route follows the Misli mound and Edikli
route to Kayseri-Yesilhisar. Migration on this route takes four days. The choice of migration route depends on the agricultural activities in the
Misli plain. During periods of intensive cultivation, the longer second route is preferred. The shorter first route is chosen when the cultivated
areas have a small extent.

7 Falay, "Kirsal Bir Yerlesmenin Ortaya Cikist Ve Degisim Siirecinin Etnoarkeolojik Bir Yaklagimla Aragtiriimasi: Nigde- Murtaza Kéyii.".
8 Falay, ibid.
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This study provides a deeper understanding of rural settlements in Anatolia during Byzantine, Seljuk and
Ottoman periods by examining the historical development of Murtaza village. Through archaeological findings,
historical records, environmental data, and local narratives, the research reveals that rural settlements were
significantly shaped by the political, economic, and cultural changes of their respective eras, and that these
influences have persisted into the present day. In particular, the settlement process of Murtaza village during the
Byzantine, Seljuk, and Ottoman periods have had significant impacts on the environment, which have played a
crucial role in shaping the historical and cultural structure of the settlement as it stands today. Since the Byzantine
period, the area where Murtaza village is located has been utilized as a settlement location for military and defense
purposes. The village’s rich pastures and water resources facilitated its livability, sustained by ongoing pastoral
activity. The village experienced significant demographic and cultural changes as a result of the interactions
between the Byzantine Empire and the Turks, as well as throughout the Ottoman period. Consequently, the
settlement developed into a place where Turkish and Greek communities coexisted. The village’s spatial memory
is characterized by its management of water resources and local architectural practices. In addition, shepherding
practices which have roots in the pastoral tradition of the Seljuk and Ottoman periods, have further strengthened
the cultural structure of the village. The findings indicate that Murtaza village has been shaped to meet the needs
of various communities across time and has served as a continuous habitation area. Notwithstanding these findings,
Murtaza village and its environs need to be investigated in more depth. In particular, conducting research that
provides actual evidence of the relationships between rock-carved buildings and early settlements can enhance
historical comprehension of this region. Conducting surveys and ethnographic research in Murtaza village and the
nearby settlements of Haciabdullah (Andirlos), Yaylayolu (Valisa), and Yildiztepe (Divrin) can contribute to our
understanding of the settlement history in the region by providing clearer insights into the historical and cultural
relationships among these settlements. Future research can build on the data provided by this study and shed light
on the historical dynamics of rural Melendiz in more detail.

GENISLETILMIS OZET

Giris

Anadolu’nun Ge¢ Roma, Erken Bizans ve Orta Cag donemlerindeki yerlesim alanlarina iliskin bilgiler, arkeolojik
ve tarihsel arastirmalarin bilylik 6l¢iide kentsel merkezlere ve 6nemli liman yerlesimlerine odaklanmasi nedeniyle
siirlidir. Ephesos, Pergamon ve Ancyra gibi kentsel merkezlerin detayli sekilde incelenmis olmasma ragmen,
kirsal bolgelerdeki yerlesim alanlari1 neredeyse kesfedilmemis olarak kalmistir. Bu durum, Anadolu’nun yerlesim
hiyerarsisini, kirsal alanlarin tarihsel siiregteki roliinii ve degisim dinamiklerini anlamay1 zorlastirmaktadir. Niifus
yogunlugunun diisiik oldugu kirsal bolgelerdeki bu bilgi eksikligi, tarih boyunca degisen siyasi rejimlerin, ¢cevresel
kosullarin ve sosyo-ekonomik doniisiimlerin bu alanlar iizerindeki etkilerinin tam anlamiyla ortaya
konulamamasina neden olmaktadir. Bununla birlikte, son yillarda Orta Anadolu ve ¢evresinde yiiriitiilen arkeolojik
kazilar, ylizey arastirmalar1 ve gevresel analizler, kirsal yerlesimlere dair bilgi birikimini artirmaya baslamistir.
Ornegin, Euchaita, Cadir Hoyiik ve Kilise Tepe gibi yerlesimlerde yapilan ¢alismalar, kirsal alanlarin siyasi,
ekonomik ve kiiltiirel degisimlere nasil adapte oldugunu anlamakta énemli veriler sunmaktadir. Orta Anadolu,
dogu ile bat1 arasinda gegis bolgesi olmasi nedeniyle hem insan hareketliligi hem de yerlesim diizenleri agisindan
benzersiz bir 6neme sahiptir. Bu baglamda, Bizans, Selcuklu ve Osmanli donemlerinde kirsal yerlesimlerin
mekansal diizenlemeleri, peyzaj tizerindeki etkileri ve uzun vadeli siireklilikleri, yerlesim dinamiklerinin
anlasilmasi i¢in kritik bir ¢aligma alanidir. Bu makale, Orta Anadolu’nun Nigde ili kirsalinda yer alan ve Bizans
dénemine uzanan koklii bir yerlesim gegmisine sahip olan Murtaza K&yii’nil inceleyerek, Anadolu’daki kirsal
yerlesimlerin tarihsel siirecteki roliine 1g1k tutmay1 amaglamaktadir. Bu makale, Murtaza Koyii drnegi iizerinden,
bu bilgi boslugunu doldurmaya ve kirsal yerlesimlerin tarihsel siireclerdeki yerini anlamaya yonelik literatiire
onemli bir katki sunmay1 hedeflemektedir.

Metodoloji

Bu makale, Murtaza kdyiinde 2014-2016 yillar1 arasinda yiiriitiilen saha ¢alismalarinin verilerini yeni bir
aragtirma problemi ve literatiir gergevesinde yeniden degerlendirmektedir. S6z konusu saha ¢aligmalari {i¢ sezon
boyunca (her birinde 32 giin olmak iizere toplam 96 giin) planlanmis; bu siiregte bolgedeki Tepecik-Ciftlik
Arkeolojik Kaz1 Projesi (https:www.tepecik-ciftlik.org) de altyapi destegi saglamistir. Murtaza Kdyii yerlesiminin
ortaya ¢ikis ve doniislim siirecini, tarihsel ve cografi faktorlerin etkilerini anlamak amaciyla, katilimer gézlem ve
yapilandirilmamig goriisme teknikleri birlikte kullanilmigtir. Arastirmaci koyilin giinliik yasamina (tarim,
hayvancilik, ev ici ve sosyal faaliyetler) katilarak notlar ve fotograflar araciligiyla veri toplamis; bu yaklagim,
yerel halkin dogal yasam bigimlerini gdzlemlemeyi kolaylagtirmistir. Mimari yapilar, insaat teknikleri, tarim ve
hayvancilik uygulamalari, kdyiin tarihsel gelisimi ve cografi 6zelliklerine dair yapilandirilmamis goriismeler,
oncelikle ingaatcilar, ciftciler, cobanlar ve kdyiin en yash sakinleriyle yapilmistir. Ayrica, yazili belgelerle
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acgiklanamayan unsurlari aydinlatmak {izere nesilden nesile aktarilan s6zlii anlatilar toplanmistir. Goriismeler
sonucunda elde edilen veriler saha notlarmma kaydedilmis, sonrasinda masa basinda tekrar gozden gecirilip
tekrarlayan temalar iizerinden degerlendirilmistir. ilk yerlesim noktalari, su kaynaklari, komsu yerlesimler, eski
yap1 kalintilar1 ve 6nemli tarihi olaylar gibi basliklar 6n plana ¢ikmistir. Etnografik ve sozlii tarih verilerinde isaret
edilen konumlarda gozlemler yapilarak ilk yerlesim, tarim/mera alanlar1 ve su sistemi kalintilar1 belgelenmis;
fotograf ve saha notlariyla kayit altina alinan bu bulgular CBS (Cografi Bilgi Sistemleri) katmanlarina islenerek
mekansal analiz gerceklestirilmistir. Ayn1 zamanda kdyiin mevcut mimarisini ve tarihsel siiregteki doniisiimiinii
incelemek i¢cin mimari belgeleme ¢aligsmalart yiiriitiilmiis; Nigde-Ciftlik ilgesi belediyesinden alinan vektorel plan,
ArcGIS yaziliminda giincellenerek hava fotografi yontemiyle elde edilen ortorektifiye gorsellerle birlestirilmistir.
Bu ¢alisma, (ULAKBIM TR Dizin Dergi Degerlendirme kriterleri cergevesinde 2020 dncesi calismalarda etik
kurul onay1 gerekmediginden) etik kurul onay1 olmaksizin yiiriitiilmiis olup, katilimcilara aragtirmanin amaglari,
kullanim alanlar1 ve gizlilik ilkeleri hakkinda bilgi verilmistir. Boylece, Murtaza kdyliiniin tarihsel ve mekansal
gelisimini ¢ok yonlii bir yaklasimla inceleyen bu arastirma, kdyiin evrimine dair biitiinciil bir ¢ergeve sunmayi
hedeflemistir.

Bulgular ve Sonu¢

Murtaza Kd&yii ve bulundugu Melendiz Bolgesi, tarih boyunca savunma ve yerlesim agisindan stratejik bir
oneme sahip olmustur. Bizans déneminde, dogudan gelen tehditlere kars1 bir tampon bdlge olarak islev géren bu
cografyada askeri amagli savunma yapilari insa edilmistir. Bu donemde, Murtaza Koyii’ne yaklasik 900 metre
mesafede yer alan Murtaza Kalesi, bolgedeki askeri yapilanmanin 6énemli bir parcast olarak dikkat ¢ekmektedir.
MS 7.-10. yiizyillar arasinda Arap baskinlaria kars bir erken uyar1 sistemi olarak kullanilan kale, ayn1 zamanda
yerlesimin siirdiiriilebilirligini destekleyen dogal su kaynaklar1 ve otlaklarla cevrilidir. Bu ¢evresel ozellikler,
ayrica yerlesim alaninin hayvancilik faaliyetleri agisindan gelismesine katkida bulunmustur.

11. ve 12. ylizyillarda Anadolu’da Bizans ve Tiirkler arasindaki iligkiler, askeri, sosyal, kiiltiirel ve ekonomik
baglamlarda sekillenmistir. Selguklu sultanlari, bu hakimiyeti daha da giiglendirmek amaciyla Anadolu’nun
tarimsal iiretim kapasitesini artirmay1 ve Tiirk-Islam kolonizasyon siirecini hizlandirmay1 hedeflemistir. Bu
baglamda, Tirkmen gocebe gruplart ve yerel Hristiyan kdyliiler tesvik edilerek bolgeye yerlestirilmis, boylece
yeni bir politik ve kiiltiirel doniistim baglatilmigtir. Selguklularin Bizans’tan devraldiklari kale yerlesimlerini
savunma avantajlart nedeniyle kullanmay1 siirdiirmesi, bu gegis siirecinin mekansal bir yansimasidir.

Murtaza koyiine dair yerel anlatilar, bu doniislimiin izlerini tasimaktadir. Anlatilara gére, Bizans doneminden
sonra hayvancilikla gecinen konar-gécer Tiirk gruplari olan Arife ve Pilavcilar, Murtaza kalesi g¢evresine
yerlesmistir. Gliniimiiz Murtaza kdyii sakinleri, bu topluluklarin soyundan geldiklerini ifade etmektedir. Murtaza
kalesi ve gevresi hem stratejik konumu hem de savunma 6zellikleri nedeniyle Selguklu dénemi boyunca énemli
bir yerlesim alani olarak islev gérmiis olmalidir. Ayrica, bélgenin zengin su kaynaklar1 ve otlaklari, hayvancilikla
ugrasan gogebe gruplar igin uygun yasam kosullari saglamis ve bu durum yerlesimin siirekliligini desteklemistir.
Buna ragmen, Murtaza koyii c¢evresindeki Selcuklu donemine ait yerlesimi somut bir sekilde kanitlayacak
arkeolojik bulgulara ulagilamamistir. Ancak, yerel anlatilar ve tarihsel kayitlar, kdyilin Bizans’tan Selguklu
donemine gegcis siirecinde sosyo-kiiltiirel ve demografik agidan nasil bir doniisiim yasadigini1 anlamak ag¢isindan
veriler sunmaktadir. Bu bulgular, bélgenin hem mekéansal hafizasin1 hem de yerlesim dinamiklerini tarihsel bir
baglama oturtarak, Murtaza kdytiniin tarihsel gelisiminde gocebe kiiltiiriin roliinii ortaya koymaktadir.

Osmanli tahrir kayitlari, bolgenin Bizans doneminden devraldig: iskan siirecini belgelemekte ve yerlesimin
stirekliligini gostermektedir. Bu donemde, Tiirk ve Rum topluluklarinin bir arada yagamasi, kiiltiirel ve mimari bir
sentezin olusmasini saglamistir. Giiniimiiz yerel mimarisinde 6nemli bir yer tutan kemer yapim sistemine dayali
yigma tas yapilar, bu etkilesimin en somut gostergelerindendir. Blgedeki Bizans ddneminden miras alinan mimari
bilgi birikimi ve Osmanli donemlerinde Rum ve Ermeni yap1 ustalarinin etkisi yerel bir sentez yaratmistir. Bu
sentez, glinlimiiz Murtaza koylinlin mimari dokusunu olusturan, kemer Ortii sistemi ile inga edilmis olan tas
yapilarin ortaya ¢ikmasini saglamis ve bolgenin mimari mirasini giiclii bir sekilde temsil etmektedir.

Giliniimiizde, Murtaza Koyl tarihsel siireglerden miras kalan mekansal hafiza ve kiiltiirel siirekliligi
barindirmaya devam etmektedir. Geleneksel su yonetim sistemleri, kdy halkinin modern tarimsal ihtiyaglarina
uyarlanarak eski su kanallar islevsel hale getirilmistir. Bunun yani1 sira, hayvancilik faaliyetlerinde izlenen go¢
yollar1 ve mevsimlik yerlesim diizenleri, ge¢misten gilinlimiize tasinan konar-goger kiiltiiriiniin etkilerini
gostermektedir. Konar-goger kiiltiir, Osmanli doneminde 6zellikle yasam tarzinda belirgin bir rol oynamistir.
Hayvanciliga dayali bir ge¢im ekonomisine sahip olan bu gruplar, dogal su kaynaklar1 ve otlaklarin zenginligi
nedeniyle bdlgeyi bir yerlesim alani olarak tercih etmislerdir. Bu durum, pastoral faaliyetlerin koy yasamindaki
merkezi roliinii pekistirmis ve tarimsal iiretimin kisith oldugu daglik bir cografyada, hayvanciligin
stirdiiriilebilirlik agisindan temel ekonomik faaliyet haline gelmesini saglamigtir. Murtaza Koyii’nde bu kiiltiiriin
izleri, ¢obanlarin yaz aylarinda kOy ¢evresindeki meralarda, kis aylarinda ise daha sicak bolgelerde yer alan
Kayseri-Yesilhisar’a bagl otlaklarda konaklamalariyla glinlimiize kadar korunmustur. 1940’lardan itibaren bile
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stiregelen bu dongiisel goc hareketi, konar-gocer gelenegin siirekliligini ve kdy halkinin bu yagam bigimini nasil

korudugunu goéstermektedir.

Murtaza Koyli’niin tarihsel dinamiklerini daha kapsamli bir sekilde anlamak i¢in &zellikle giinlimiiz
yerlesmesinin yaslandigi kaya oyma yapilarin detayli incelenmesi gerektigi goriilmektedir. Cevredeki
Haciabdullah (Andirlos), Yaylayolu (Valisa) ve Yildiztepe (Divrin) gibi yerlesimlerin birbirleriyle olan kiiltiirel
ve tarihsel baglarinin ortaya ¢ikarilmasi, bolgenin tarihsel dokusunu daha iyi anlamaya katki saglayacaktir. Bu
baglamda yapilacak arkeolojik ve etnografik aragtirmalar, bdlgenin tarihine iliskin daha derin ve kapsamli bir bakis
acis1 sunacaktir.
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Figure 2. (a-b) Murtaza village is located in a valley between volcanic mountains.®’
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Figure 3. (a) Murtaza stream fed by Suludere and Agsak streams. (b) Murtaza stream flows through Murtaza village,
Haci Abdullah, and Yildiztepe settlements and ends in Misli plain.®
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Figure 4. Architectural buildings in Murtaza village.®

Figure 5. Seasonal settlement where animal husbandry activities are carried out in the Melendiz
mountains.

Figure 6. Byzantine fortress ruins (7"-10" centuries)®®
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Figure 7. Byzantine fortress remains discovered in the Melendiz region and dated between the 7th-10th
centuries AD.%

Figure 8. Present-day settlement of Murtaza village; spolia depicting a cross.The spolia depicting a cross is
on the lintel of the building shown in the picture on the left.5
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Figure 10. Murtaza Castle, archaeological remains in the Terazi Bogazi-Gavurarki region, settlement records
from the Ottoman Tahrir Books and the oral history of the village showing the first settlement points (nomads).
By visually presenting the relationship between oral history, written sources and archaeological observations,

this map aims to trace the continuity and possible traces of settlement from Byzantine to Ottoman times.”’
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Figure 13. (a) Rock-carved structures (b) Rock-carved and stone masonry structures (c) Stone masonry

structures (d) Frontal view of a stone masonry structure (e) Plan of a rock-carved and stone masonry
3
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Figure 14. A ribbed vaulted building typical of the local architecture of the village of Murtaza.”*
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