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INTRODUCTION

During studies for a Master's thesis on, «Geology and Antimony Deposits
of Göynük-Çukurören Region» (1) in 1968-1970, a sulphide and a green flaky
crystal which could not be determined in the field were found in silicified mar-
bles. Investigations carried out in the laboratories of Middle East Technical Uni-
versity (M.E.T.U.) and Mineral Research and Exploration Institute (M.T.A.) led
to the conclusion that these were gersdorffite and annabergite, respectively. Since
these are relatively rare minerals, Alabayır Tepe mineralization seems to have a
particular importance from the mineralogical point of view. According to Prof. J.
Bernard, Mineralogist, M.E.T.U, such a perfect crystal of annabergite is most
unusual. An annabergite-gersdorffite sample is presented to Natural History Mu-
seum of M.T.A. Institute.

The mineral occurrence is located in a stibnite-rich mineralized region in
Kütahya province, 40 km east of Gediz and 1 km SW of Çukurören village (Fig. 1).
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and to Miss Nurgün Güngör who kindly offered the author the use of X-ray dif-
fractometer in M.T.A. Institute. I also thank Prof. A. K. Snelgrove, Dr. Gültekin
Elgin and Dr. Orhan Akıman who have carefully read the manuscript.

GERSDORFFITE (Ni, Fe, Co) . AsS

White-colored gersdorffite
occurs in fractures in silicified
marble which overlies the serpen-
tines and greenstones in Alabayır
Tepe. It replaces the quartz crys-
tals filling the geodes in these
fractures. Studies carried out in
the region indicate, that stibnite
mineralization is controlled by
NW-trending faults and related
hydrothermal activity of Miocene
(or probably Pliocene) age. The
geodes produced as a result of these
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events are also the loci of gersdorffite mineralization, suggesting that gersdorffite
is probably contemporaneous with stibnite and has the same hydrothermal origin.

Under the microscope, gersdorffite is seen in the form of white-colored
small grains disseminated in a quartz matrix. It is generally jsotropic but some
grains exhibit weak anisotropism. It shows perfect cleavage parallel to (100) face
(Photomicrograph 1).

Determination of Vickers microhardness

The procedure in determining microhardness is to press a known weight at
a point on the mineral by means of a diamond-pointed needle, measure the
diagonals of the square-based pyramid, and then to read the corresponding hard-
ness from charts (Ref. 2 or Fig. 2). Vickers microhardness may be expressed by
the following formula :

VH (kg/mm2) = 1854.4 x Pd2

where P = test load in grams
d = mean diagonal in 0.001 mm

100 gr load was applied to several parts of the polished section, and the
resulting diagonals were measured. The corresponding VH values were determined
from Ref. 8 as follows :

As seen from these two experiments the hardness of the mineral is not the
same everywhere in the section. In general, different values were found for different
faces of the crystals. Hardness may vary depending on shape, size and smoothness
of the polished surface. For this reason, in charts the VH values are given over
a range. According to Ref. 9 for gersdorffite the lower limit is 520 and the upper
limit is 907 and the values determined experimentally are within this range.

Determination of reflectivity

Reflectivity measurement involves comparison of the reflectivities of the
unknown sample with a known one — the so-called standard. Under the microscope
the reflectivity of the standard is measured twice. At the same time the reflectivity
of the unknown mineral is also measured. Finally a measurement made on a dull-
black surface is substracted from the values of standard and unknown. As a rule
the value for the dull-black surface should be zero. The reflectivity of the unknown
sample is then determined by simple proportion of the reflectivity of the standard
and that of the unknown mineral.

In measurements, a 5150 A° green-colored monochromatic light and silicon
carbide (SiC2 with 20 % known reflectivity) standard have been used. With a
Hillger & Watts type microscope, the reflectivity is measured as 20.7 % for stand-
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ard, whereas for gersdorffite 46.3, 47.7, 47.6, 48.8, 48.5 % are noted at several
points by digital voltmeter. From these values, that for a best polished part, 48.8
is taken and compared with the standard :

20.0 20.7
x 48.8

hence, the reflectivity of gersdorffite is determined as 47.1 %. The limit given
for reflectivity of gersdorffite in Ref. 9 is in the range of 47.5-53.0 %. The reason
why the value obtained is out of this range may be particularly due to the rough
polishing of the sample and to a lesser extent due to the poor optical precision
of the microscope.

X-ray diffraction

The sample which was determined microscopically as gersdorffite was also
studied by the X-ray diffraction method (Fig. 3). Since the mineral is in dissemi-
nated form in a quartz matrix, the sarrnole prepared for analysis could not be
totally separated from its quartz gangue and other impurities. For this reason, in
the X-ray pattern quartz and annabergite peaks are seen simultaneously.
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X-ray diffraction studies were carried out by using a Rieckermann-Seifert
type generator with Cu-Ka radiation and Ni-filter. The working condition was 40
kV, 20 mA with 1000 pulse; time constant was 2, the voltage of the Geiger-
Müller counter being 1470 V. The pattern obtained is evaluated and compared
with A.S.T.M. Data Card no. 10-470 (see Table 1).
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It will be seen that most of the values of dA° (distance between «hkl» s
according to Bragg's Law) in A.S.T.M. cards corresponds to the values of the
analysed sample. Disagreements in intensities (I/I) are mainly due to:

a. the poor method of sample preparation,

b. the increasing values of & angle.

ANNABERGITE (Ni3As2O8 . 8H2O)

Apple-green-colored crystals, 2 mm in size, were determined to be annaber-
gite by means of spectrographic and X-ray . diffraction methods. It occurs in asso-
ciation with gersdorffite and as a crust around 1 cm long quartz crystals . lining
geodes.

Annabergite is a secondary mineral produced by oxidation of gersdorffite
by means of meteoric waters. The flaky and fragile crystals are very soft; they
show perfect cleavage parallel to (010). They are soluble in hydrochloric-acid. The
deep pinkish color of nickel is obtained by the dimethylgloxime test. Under the
microscope, the mineral is slightly pleochroic from colorless to light green.
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High Ni, As, Co, Fe, Si, Mg, Mn values are detected in speetrographic
analysis of an annabergite-bearing sample. The unexpected anomalous values, such
as of Si, Mn, Mg, Fe, Cr... etc. are most probably due to the impurities in the
analysed sample. The results of two analyses are given in Table 2

X-ray diffraction

X-ray diffraction determination was made by directing a monochromatic
X-ray beam upon the powdered sample mounted on glass. The sample is placed
opposite to the X-ray source and in the center of a goniometer fixed to a circu-
lar plate. The lights diffracted from crystals according to Bragg's Law ( n l = 2 d .
sin (-)) are noted by means of a counter fixed on the other side of the circular
plate. The rate of speed of the goniometer is so arranged that while the sample
rotates x degrees, the diffracted light rotates 2x degrees. The counter is set 20 — 4°
and connected to an automatic plotter. The counter is then driven at a constant
angular velocity through increasing values of 2(-) until the whole angular range
(up to 176°) is scanned. At the same time, the millimetric paper chart on the
recorder moves at a constant speed, so that distances along the length of the
chart are proportional to 20; 1 cm corresponds to 0— 1°. The result is a chart,
such as Fig. 4, which gives a record of counts per second (proportional to diffract-
ed intensity) versus diffraction angle 20.

The same type of generator and working conditions have been applied in
analysis of annabergite as were used in analysis of gersdorffite. The pattern ob-
tained reveals very few impurities and corresponds to the peaks given in A.S.T.M.
Data Card no. 11-625 (see Table 3).
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