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Abstract: This study examines the repercussions of Tiirkiye’s decision in the international media, which was a
party to the war that broke out on June 25, 1950 between the Korean states established by the USA and the USSR
states on both sides of the 38th parallel in Korea after the World War II. The decision to maintain close relations
with Western countries, especially the United States, which was initiated with the end of World War II, was
continued by supporting the call of the USA/UN as soon as the Korean War broke out. In this direction, this study
analyzed Tiirkiye’s decision to participate in the Korean War in the axis of the developments in its foreign policy
and the direction of this decision in the international dimension through the news in the international media. For
this purpose, archival sources and periodicals accessed through documentary scanning method were used, and
nearly two thousand documents in the Archives of the History of the Republic and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
were examined. In the light of the documents examined, the positive and negative reflections of the decision taken
in the international dimension were discussed. The fact that the decision was intensely discussed in domestic
politics and reverberated in the international media for a long time reveals the importance of the issue.
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Tiirkiye’nin Kore Savasi’na Askeri Yardim Kararinin Uluslararast Medyadaki Yansimalar

Oz: Bu calisma II. Diinya Savasi sonrasinda Kore’de 38. Paralelin iki yakasinda ABD ve SSCB devletleri
tarafindan kurulan Kore devletleri arasinda 25 Haziran 1950 tarihinde baslayan savasa taraf olan Tiirkiye nin
kararinin uluslararas1 medyadaki yankilarini ele almaktadir. II. Diinya Savasi’nin sona ermesiyle birlikte baslatilan
Batili iilkelerle 6zellikle de ABD ile yakin iligkiler siirdiirme karari, Kore savasi ¢iktigi anda ABD’nin/BM’nin
cagrisina destek verilerek devam ettirilmistir. Bu dogrultuda ¢alisma, Tirkiye’nin dis politikasinda yasadig
gelismeler ekseninde Kore Savagina katilma karari almasint ve bu kararin uluslararas: boyuttaki akislerinin ne
yonde oldugu uluslararasi medyada yer alan haberler vasitasiyla analiz edilmistir. Bu amagla belgesel tarama
yontemiyle erisilen arsiv kaynaklar1 ve siireli yayinlardan yararlanilmis; Cumhuriyet Tarihi Arsivi ve Disisleri
Bakanlig1 Arsivlerinde yer alan iki bine yakin belge incelenmistir. Incelenen belgeler 1s13inda alman kararin
tartisilmas1 hem de uluslararas1 medyada uzun siire yanki bulmasi, meselenin 6nemini gozler 6niine sermektedir.
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Introduction

Korea, which lived under the rule of Japan between 1910 and 1945, gained its freedom with the
defeat of Japan at the end of World War II. However, this process lasted for a very short time;
immediately after the war, a new era began with the occupation of the north of the 38th parallel in Korea
by the USSR and the south by the USA. In a short time, two new states were established in the same
two geographical regions. After the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea established in the north
declared war on the Republic of Korea established in the south on June 25, 1950, the Korean War took
place for approximately three years (Ugarol, 2000: 672-674).

The Korean War dramatically changed the global situation. In the post-World War 1II period,
which is referred to as the Cold War, the struggle carried out in ideological, political, economic and
military forms between the two camps led by the USA and the USSR brought about a change in the
West’s understanding of security with the Korean War. The Korean War strengthened the view that the
“danger” was now international and included the Middle East. This situation provided an important
opportunity for Tiirkiye to establish a military alliance with the United States (NATO) (Hale, 2003:
118). It caused the US to ask for help through the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) in the face
of the situation in Korea, and Tiirkiye was one of the first countries to respond to this call for help. The
decision of Adnan Menderes, who was elected as prime minister in the year the war began, to send
troops to Korea created a very important event in the political history of Tiirkiye. This decision has
caused controversy from the moment it was taken, and it has not come down from the newspaper
headlines, especially in the country. The decision to send military aid to the Korean War is very
important because it shows the developments in Turkish foreign policy. With this decision, the Turkish
soldiers’ departure to Korea and their experiences in the war turned into an issue that the international
media followed with interest. For this reason, the reflections of the Korean War in the international
media are discussed.

Objective

In this study, the reflections of Tiirkiye’s decision to provide military aid to the Korean War as a
result of the developments in its foreign policy in the international media were examined. The fact that
the decision was intensely discussed in domestic politics and reverberated in the international media for
a long time reveals the importance of the issue. From this point of view, in the study, the direction of
the international flow of this decision taken by Tiirkiye was analyzed through the news in the
international media.

Method

In this study, archival sources and periodicals accessed through the documentary scanning method
were used, and nearly two thousand documents in the archives of the History of the Republic and the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs were examined. In the light of the documents obtained, Tiirkiye’s provision
of military assistance to the Korean War and the reflections of the issues related to its outcome in the
international media have been revealed. The documentary scanning method, which is preferred in the
examination of historical documents and archives (Karasar, 2012), is widely used in different fields of
social sciences (Cavusoglu, 2022; Demir & Parlak, 2012; Duman, 2023; Kanat et al., 2022; Kaya, 2014;
Kisi, 2018).

The Korean War

Oral Sander stated that by June 1950, Korea was in the position of a country with an extremely
low literacy rate and authoritarian administrations, where the cholera epidemic was rampant.
Throughout the last century, Korea has been used as a battleground in the power games in the Far East.
Japan, which won the war with Russia in 1905, annexed Korea in 1910 while establishing a protectorate
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over Korea. Korea, which became a field of struggle between Russia and Japan, became a “testing
ground” in the power conflict that started between the USSR and the USA with the surrender of Japan
to the USA in 1945 (Sander, 1996: 247). While the USA was still in World War 11, it made various
concessions to bring the USSR into the war on its side against Japan. One of these concessions was
Korea. According to the agreement, the north of the 38th Parallel was to be cleared by the USSR and
the south by the USA. After the war, Korea was divided into zones of influence, just like Germany, and
was taken under control by the USA and the USSR. It has been observed that the two states, which
agreed on the establishment of a united and independent Korea within the UN order, established two
different states as a result of their struggle against each other after the war ended; While the Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea was established in the north, the Republic of Korea was established in the
south (Dinger, 2004: 674; Lacoste, 2008: 59-60).

With the beginning of the so-called Cold War period immediately after World War II, the East
Asian policy of the USA was affected by this situation like other policies. The U.S. rapidly increased its
military support for South Korea against the USSR (Kennedy, 2010: 455). Similarly, the establishment
of an army in North Korea made the Korean issue even more inextricable (Ugarol, 2000: 673). The
presence of the USA in Korea, which is a very strategic region of Asia, carried the USA to a superior
position against the USSR (Armaoglu, 673). In the meantime, it has been observed that China, unlike
the USA and the USSR, did not take an active stance on the Korean issue. The fact that South Korea did
not pose a threat to China did not constitute a reason for Mao Zedong to deal with the Korean issue. On
June 7, 1950, Kim Il Sung’s North Korean government wanted to take advantage of South Korea’s
problems by launching a campaign for the peaceful unification of the country through general elections.
North Korea’s initiatives were also in line with the strategy of the USSR. Because the USA was carrying
out peace treaties with Japan during this period, and as a result of the treaty, US soldiers would gain the
right to establish a military base in Japan. Second, Mao’s success in China—the civil war—spurred
revolutionary movements in Asia. At first, this seemed favorable to Soviet Russia, as China had signed
a treaty of alliance with the USSR in February 1950. However, contrary to what it seems, the situation
made Mao an alternative to the USSR with his own model, which could make the position of the USSR
in the world communist movement questionable. According to Oral Sander, Soviet Russia could
therefore increase its influence with a successful war on the peninsula through North Korea and
influence Japan and damage its agreement with the United States. Finally, another important factor was
that Soviet Russia wanted to take action to turn to Asia in the face of the situation it remained in Europe
(Sander, 1996: 247-248).

With the effect of all these developments, on June 25, 1950, the North Korean army crossed the
38th Parallel to unite the two countries and began to invade South Korea. The fact that the South Korean
army is in a weaker position in terms of equipment has enabled North Korea to achieve success in a
short time. According to the United States, the North Korean aggression was the work of Soviet Russia,
and if the USSR was not stopped, it would be inevitable that the developments would lead to a new
world war. US President Harry S. Truman, who thought that the invasion of South Korea would increase
the influence of Communism by creating a domino effect, assigned General Daouglas MacArthur, who
was in Japan, to provide military aid to South Korea. In addition, the UN Security Council, which was
immediately called to a meeting, issued a resolution calling for an immediate cessation of the war, stating
that North Korea was an aggressor. In the face of the deterioration of the military situation in South
Korea, Truman mobilized air and naval troops. The UN Security Council, on the other hand, adopted a
resolution calling on UN members to help South Korea to maintain peace (Dinger, 2004: 674-675).

China’s involvement in the Korean War, on the other hand, shook the balances and had long-term
consequences in the war. When the North Korean government attacked the South, the Communist
government had just taken over in China. The Communist Chinese administration, which has economic
and its own foreign policy problems, has been indifferent to the Korean issue for a while. The fact that
the US started a military action against North Korea led to China’s interest in Korea. In the face of the
advance of American troops, China increased its military buildup on the Korean border from 180,000
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to 320,000 and began to clash with US troops in November 1950 (McNeill, 2002: 808; Sander, 1996:
251-252). China, which was occupied by Japan before World War II and by different states much earlier,
accepted the idea that the USA would settle next to it through Korea as a threat. China’s participation in
the Korean War put the UN forces in a difficult situation and led to heavy losses. The USA, which
entered into a peacemaking approach without victory in the face of the losses, forced North Korea and
China to make peace by bombing the regions of Korea on the border with China, and at the end of the
three-year war, the conflicts stopped with the ceasefire agreement signed in the summer of 1953 and it
was accepted to re-determine the 38th parallel as the border between the two countries (Dinger, 2004:
675-676).

Findings
Tiirkiye’s Decision on Military Aid to Korea and Its Reflections

Until the ceasefire was established in 1953, the United States spent 50 billion dollars for the
Korean War, sent 2 million soldiers to this region, and lost more than 54 thousand of them (Kennedy,
2010: 455). At the very beginning of the process, the U.S. called on the UN members to provide all
kinds of assistance to stop the attacks, and 22 states, including Tiirkiye, responded to this call (Turan,
2008: 509). Tiirkiye’s decision to participate in the Korean War has been a subject of much debate in
the following period as well as at the time of the decision. At the focal point of the debate was the
announcement and dispatch of 4500 soldiers to Korea on July 25, 1950, “without consulting the Grand
National Assembly of Tiirkiye” after a meeting chaired by President Celal Bayar with the participation
of Prime Minister Adnan Menderes, Speaker of the Grand National Assembly of Tiirkiye Refik Koraltan
and Chief of General Staff Nuri Yamut (Erhan, 2009: 545).

After the establishment of the Democratic Party (DP) government led by Adnan Menderes, who
won the general elections of May 14, 1950, there was a change in Turkish foreign policy. During the
period of the DP government, which pursued an active foreign policy, Tiirkiye identified the interests
of the West, especially the Near and Middle East, with its own security interests (Bagci, 1994: 89).
When the Korean issue came to the agenda, it was seen that the DP made the Korean decision with the
same political reasons. The Korean issue was a very important opportunity for the DP government for
NATO membership. Despite the opposition's objections, the DP did not give up its decision and sent
"soldiers together with other elements of the free world" to Korea (Erhan, 2009: 545). The 4500-person
unit under the command of Brigadier General Tahsin Yazic1 was sent off with a ceremony and the first
reactions to the decision were overwhelmingly positive. The decision to send Turkish soldiers to Korea
was a courageous decision and this decision was a significant indicator of the foreign policy
understanding of the period (Turan, 2008: 510-511).The Korean Turkish Association, which arrived in
Korea on October 12, 1950, fulfilled its duties within the UN Peacekeeping Force Command between
1950-1953. The decision taken was a very important decision in the history of Tiirkiye, because for the
first time in the history of the Republic, the Turkish soldier participated in the war by sending troops
abroad and to a foreign country (Ugarol, 2000: 732-733).

Considering the Korean issue as a very important opportunity for Tiirkiye to join NATO, the
government officially applied as a member of NATO one week after the decision to send troops to
Korea, but the NATO Council rejected Tiirkiye’s application on the grounds that Tiirkiye and Greece
were included in the Mediterranean defense plans (Hale, 2003: 118-119). Despite NATO’s decision,
“Mehmetcik” (Turkish Soldiers) continued to fight in Korea and was always in the crucial areas of the
war during the three years he was actively involved. Tiirkiye’s support to the UN forces in Korea,
especially in the United States, was very important for the rescue of South Korea. During the Battle of
Kunuri, the efforts of the “Mehmetcik” prevented the destruction of the UN forces. For the second time,
after the Kumyangjangni Victory won by the Turkish soldiers, the UN forces gave up their decision to
leave Korea and remained to establish calm in Korea until the Panmunjom Armistice Agreement signed
in 1953. The struggle of Turkish soldiers, who made a great contribution to the ceasefire agreement
established in Korea, was a very important factor in Tiirkiye’s admission to NATO (Tiirkmen, 2017:
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532-533). Tiirkiye became a NATO member in February 1952 after the objections of states such as
Denmark and Norway, which had prevented Tiirkiye from entering NATO in their previous applications,
ended (Ziircher, 2013: 342).

Positive Repercussions of Tiirkiye’s Decision to Join the Korean War

The United States' rise to become a dominant power on the world stage has led to a significant
paradigm shift in world politics. It was seen that this change integrated Tiirkiye into the process
immediately after the end of World War II. While developments such as the Battleship Missouri, the
Truman Doctrine, and the Marshall Plan enabled Tiirkiye to develop close cooperation with the United
States, Tiirkiye accepted the United States as an important foreign policy ally against the USSR, which
emerged as a threat in its foreign policy. This alliance process, which started during the CHP
Governments, continued without interruption in the first two months of the establishment of the DP
Government. When the Korean War broke out, Tiirkiye, despite the criticism of the CHP, had to go to
aid as part of its foreign policy (Tokgdz, 2014: 185; Turan, 2008: 513).

Tiirkiye, which has been following the U.S. on the Korean issue, has closely followed the
developments through Washington Press Advisor Niizhet Baba upon the U.S. decision on Korea.
According to Baba, who stated that he knew the USA with the information he gained as a result of his
contacts since 1908, the USSR gained the enmity of the US public opinion and official circles with its
actions in Korea. Baba thought that if South Korea fell into the hands of the Communists, the prestige
of the United States would be shaken. Stating that it was difficult to predict the course of action of the
USA, Baba indicated that it would not be wrong to say that the USA “would go all lengths to settle this
issue”. Baba’s report dated June 30, 1950 was sent to Adnan Menderes, Samet Agaoglu as a report on
the “United States Situation Against the Korean Issue” (BCA, 30-1-0-0/102-630-6, 28.07.1950). In
addition, when Tiirkiye decided to participate in the Korean War, it informed the news agencies,
newspapers and members of the US Congress in the USA through the New York News Bureau and the
Washington Press Attaché to use the decision taken in accordance with the US political system as a
public diplomacy lever (BCA, 30-1-0-0/102-630-9, 21.08.1950).

After Tiirkiye’s decision to send troops to Korea, the most curious was the flow of the decision
in the USA. The fact that NATO membership, which is a very important agenda item in Turkish foreign
policy, and the Korean issue meet at a common point has led to the curiosity of how Tiirkiye’s decision
resonates in the United States. Accordingly, the New York News Bureau sent its report to Ankara on
July 28. In the report written by New York News Director Nuri Eren, it was noted that the first
developments of Tiirkiye’s decision on Korea had a very positive echo in the United States. Eren noted
that the “major newspapers” in New York published the story on their front pages. In this direction, it
was noted that the New York Herald Tribune newspaper used the title “After Tiirkiye’s decision,
England, Australia and New Zealand will also send troops to Korea” while publishing the UK’s aid
decision in the issue dated July 27, 1950. Apart from the newspapers, radios also announced Tiirkiye’s
decision. Accordingly, journalist Fulton Lewis mentioned Tiirkiye in his speech on WCR radio in New
York on July 26. According to Lewis, who considered Tiirkiye’s decision on military aid very
significant, since the end of World War II, Tiirkiye had been “sitting at the mouth of the Soviet barrel
and under constant pressure from Russia and its pawns”. Lewis stated that when the Communists wanted
to dominate Tiirkiye, the United States prevented the threat of Communism by providing weapons. But
he said it was rare for the U.S. to receive recognition in exchange for aid — the Korean decision — and
that Tiirkiye’s offer of help was “extremely refreshing”. Apart from radio and newspapers, television
was another mass media in which Tiirkiye’s decision was reflected in the U.S. public. Television
channels such as NBC and WPIX broadcast excerpts from old films showing the maneuvers of the
Turkish soldier (BCA, 30-1-0-0/102-630-8, 05.08.1950). One of the areas where the decision reflected
diplomatically was the UN Security Council. Speaking on the WLIB radio channel, commentator Estelle
M. Sternberger talked about Tiirkiye’s candidacy for the UN Security Council. According to
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Sternberger, the United Nations was considering a member of the Security Council from the Middle
East in the face of the decision of the Arab states that had been timid on the Korean issue. Discussing
the issue of the monopoly of the Arab states of the member state to be elected to the Security Council
from the Middle East, Sternberger said “In the face of the current crisis [Korea], it will be safe to give
the membership of the Council to Tiirkiye, which has entered the administration of a democratic
government, in the face of the changing and changing situation of the Arabs” and announced to the US
public the thesis that Tiirkiye should become a member of the UN Security Council as a result of the
Korean decision (BCA, 30-1-0-0/102-630-8, 05.08.1950).

In the following period, Tiirkiye’s decision to send troops to Korea was frequently covered in the
media organs in the USA. Many newspapers have published stories praising Tlirkiye’s decision and the
success of its troops. The fact that some countries publish the news served by the USA in their own
newspapers and magazines has caused Tiirkiye to be widely covered in the foreign press on this issue
(See Table 1).

Baltimore newspaper was one of the first newspapers to cover Tiirkiye’s decision on Korea in the
U.S. press. In the editorial of the Baltimore newspaper, it was reported that “Tiirkiye’s decision to
participate in the Korean War with 4,500 fully equipped soldiers is praised”. Another important point
that the newspaper deals with is that the military force sent is not a symbolic force, but is “composed of
real combatants” (TDA, 44874.216231.70/547, 28.07.1950). On July 27, The Camden Ourier Post,
published in New Jersey, “discussed Tiirkiye’s decision to send troops to Korea, and praised Tiirkiye’s
decision to do so despite the Russian threat”. In addition, the editorial of the News and Courier
newspaper, also published in Charleston, South Carolina, included the following statements: “There is
no doubt that Tiirkiye’s offer to send troops to Korea, which is Russia's next-door neighbor, is an act of
courage. In this way, the United States is now learning who its friends are” (TDA, 44874.216231.66.547,
01.08.1950).

News about Tiirkiye has also appeared in highly influential newspapers in the United States, such
as the Washington Post. In an editorial published by the Washington Post, it praised Tiirkiye and the
Turkish military among the states that participated in the Korean War. Similar reports were reported in
the Boston Herald and Bridgeport Telegram and other newspapers (TDA, 44874.216231.60/547,
08.08.1950). In the publications of the American press abroad, news about Tiirkiye and the Turkish
military often appeared. Accordingly, the article titled “Turks in Korea” appeared in the copy of the New
York Herald Tribune newspaper published in Paris. The New York Herald Tribune used expressions
praising the success of the Turks and compared Tiirkiye to the UN countries. The newspaper also
reported that Tiirkiye was the country that contributed the most to the UN and was a tireless ally (TDA,
44874.216231.60/547, 08.08.1950). Canada, another NATO country, also took a close interest in the
issue and the developments were widely covered in the Canadian press. While the echoes of the Korean
War made a lot of noise in Canada, articles were also written with the Turkish brigade participating in
the operation. The newspapers underlined the cooperation between Tiirkiye and NATO by stating that
the Turkish military was fulfilling the duty expected of it (TDA, 44689.215908.19/547, 02.12.1950).

The UK, with which Tiirkiye had very good relations, was one of the countries that covered the
most news about Tiirkiye, along with the USA and Canada. Newspapers such as the Lancashire Evening
Post, Yorkshire Evening News, and the lllustrated London News praised the desperate behavior of the
Turkish soldiers during the most difficult times of the war (TDA, 44874.216231.36/547, 01.12.1950).

Another country that supports Tiirkiye’s decision is West Germany. Especially in the newspapers
Stars and Stripes, the newspapers of the American Army in West Germany, the outstanding
achievements of the Turkish soldiers in Korea were praised with the headlines “Mac Arthur praises the
Turkish troops” and “The Turks defeat the reds with their bayonets” (TDA, 44874.216233.106/547,
06.02.1951). Again, the “perseverance and determination” shown by the Turkish brigade during the
Korean War was widely covered in the lllustrierte Woche (Badische Illustrierte) newspaper in Germany.
Referring to the Turkish soldier as the “Hero of Heroes”, the newspaper report said, “Turkish bayonet
charge is feared in Korea. Tiirkiye’s 40 divisions are the cornerstone of NATO’s defense”. While Die
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Welt newspaper praised the heroism of the Turkish soldier with the news titled “The bayonet battles of
the Turks”; The Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung newspaper reported similar news (TDA,
44874.216233.109/547, 29.01.1951).

Despite having close relations with Tiirkiye, some media outlets in France did not mention the
Turkish soldiers in Korea and their achievements at first. However, later on, it was seen that these
newspapers also made Turkish soldiers the subject of news with expressions of admiration. In addition,
the satisfaction of the high-level administrators of the state with the statements “What kind of nation the
Turks are has once again been fixed” was conveyed to the readers (TDA, 44874.216231.31/547,
01.11.1950).

A similar satisfaction was shown in the Netherlands. Trouw newspaper, one of the most important
newspapers in the Netherlands, shared its satisfaction with Tiirkiye’s decision to send troops and the
photos of the Turkish soldiers on its cover page (TDA, 44874.216231.68/547, 29.07.1950). Similarly,
texts were published in the Dutch press expressing appreciation for the “sacrifice and endurance of the
Turkish soldiers” (TDA, 44874.216231.27/547, 04.12.1950). Belgium, a neighbor of the Netherlands
and another NATO member country, closely followed the issue by not being indifferent to Tiirkiye’s
initiatives on Korea. In this context, Le Soir newspaper published the “Tiirkiye Letter” written by René
Houille in Ankara following the negotiations in the Grand National Assembly of Tiirkiye (TDA,
44874.216231.8/547, 28.12.1950).

Denmark, another NATO country, also took a close interest in Tiirkiye and Turkish contingents.
Remarkable news was shared in the Danish press. In this context, it was seen that the Information
newspaper, which publishes the evening news, drew attention to the Turkish unity by publishing a news
article emphasizing that Sabiha Gok¢en voluntarily participated in the war in its article titled “A Turkish
girl flies over Korea”. With the news of Sabiha Gokgen, Information newspaper emphasized that even
Turkish women voluntarily participated in the freedom struggle of the free world (TDA,
44874.216233.107/547, 02.02.1951).

Sweden, which was not a member of NATO but was in the Western club, also drew attention to
Tiirkiye’s decision on Korea. After the decision to send the Turkish contingent, the Swedish newspaper
Aftonbladet published two articles about the Turkish brigade in Korea. In both published articles,
Turkish troops and their successes in Korea were praised (TDA, 44874.216233.101/547, 14.02.1951).
Another country that reports on the Turkish union was Switzerland. The Swiss press followed the visit
of US General Matthew Ridgway to Tiirkiye with particular interest. The National Zeitung newspaper
also published an article about the visit. The article, which deals with the General’s inspections and
visits, also included Ridgwway’s discourses. The National Zeitung, which preferred to indirectly affirm
Tiirkiye and Turkish unity to its readers through the words of the US General Ridgway, praised the
outstanding effort and success of the Turkish soldier with the words of the General, “If | had a division
of Turkish soldiers under my command in Korea, the Korean issue would have been solved long ago”
(TDA, 44874.216232.102/547, 18.11.1952).

Turkish-Israeli relations, which started to develop after Tiirkiye’s recognition of Israel, started a
rapprochement between the two countries with the influence of the United States. In this context, articles
about the Turkish brigade were included in the Israeli press. The Israeli press preferred to quote the
United States in its articles about Turkish soldiers. The fact that Israel was a newly established state in
this period and its bilateral relations with the United States allowed it to evaluate global developments
in a US-centered manner. In this context, Ashmoret Magazine, which reported the news it received from
the Saturday Evening Post magazine, published a news article about the heroism of Turkish soldiers
fighting in Korea. While the pictures of Turkish soldiers were also included in the news, it was
appreciated that the Turkish unit successfully escaped the encirclement of the crowded Chinese forces
and that they saved their weapons, especially bullets, despite being left without equipment, and it was
emphasized that Tiirkiye should be proud of this (TDA, 44874.216233.63/547, 30.05.1951).
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The news in support of Tiirkiye was not limited to the United States and other allied countries
with which Turkish foreign policy wants to have close relations, but also the news about the Korean
Turkish Union outside these countries attracted attention. The most striking of these countries is
Argentina, which is located quite far from Tiirkiye. In Buenos Aires, the weekly magazine EI Hogar
appreciated the presence of Turkish soldiers in Korea; his achievement, renunciation and disciplined
action were followed and appreciated with interest (TDA, 44874.216231.106/547, 05.01.1950).
Argentina received the news about the Turkish-Korean Union from Tokyo-based sources and the AFB
agency. Among the news carried to the Argentine press was the statement of the commander of the
Korean Turkish Association, Tahsin Yazici, describing the successful and self-sacrificing struggle of
the Turkish soldiers (TDA, 44874.216231.1/547, 29.12.1950). The fact that an article in French titled
“Will Korea gain independence?” was also published in the Argentine press was an indication of how
interested the country was in the subject (TDA, 2503.16404.12/503, 23.03.1946).

In Spain, which did not have close political relations with Tiirkiye, there were also reports about
Turkish soldiers. The Franco regime’s desire to cooperate with the West during this period affected
Spain’s view of the developments in Korea. While the news about the Korean War was included in the
Spanish press, there were words of praise about the Turkish soldier. Ariba newspaper brought the news
from the headline to its readers by including expressions praising the Turkish military unit fighting in
Korea. The news was shared with the following statements: “The Turkish soldier fights back in the most
difficult situations by attaching bayonets. We are printing a picture of the president of a nation who
knows how to fight at a time when a handful of Turkish infantrymen are in a very difficult situation”
(TDA, 44874.216231.34/547, 30.11.1950). Ariba newspaper also published an article titled “Turkish
soldier in Korea” written by Juan Dela Cosa. In the article, the author praised the Turkish soldier and
said, “A soldier must have self-confidence. If the Western world succeeds in raising soldiers at the level
of the morality of the Turkish soldier, Europe can live comfortably and the nations that are the work of
the Soviet imperialists can expect to be saved.”, the article was also broadcast on the radio and
announced to all of Spain and appreciated (TDA, 44874.216233.113/547, 16.01.1951).

Another country that broadcasts about Turkish unity is Finland, a neighbor of the USSR. The
Finnish press also showed interest in Turkish military brigade in Korea, and especially the Uusomi
newspaper shared information about the progress with the public by publishing the news about our
military unit going to Korea and the photos related to the news. In the photographs used in the news, the
photos of the soldiers smiling were preferred and the success of the Turkish soldier was emphasized
(TDA, 44874.216231.37/547,22.11.1951). Apart from Finland, other countries that have signed positive
news about Tirkiye’s military contingent in Korea are countries such as Afghanistan, India, Mexico,
Egypt and Japan (TDA, 44874.216233.93/547, 05.03.1951; 44874.216233.93/547, 05.03.1951;
44874.216231.26/547, 09.12.1951).

Negative Repercussions of Tiirkiye’s Decision to Participate in the Korean War

Tiirkiye’s decision to send troops to Korea to act together with the West, especially the USA, due
to the concerns it experienced due to the USSR, points to a very important moment in Turkish political
history. Because, after the decision to send troops to Korea, Turkish foreign policy would be in the camp
of Western countries/NATO until the end of the Cold War, and this development would trigger a series
of events that affected Tiirkiye’s domestic and foreign policy. From Ankara’s point of view, the
repercussions of the Korean decision, how it had the most impact on the United States due to Tiirkiye’s
NATO application, were wondered, and the developments of the decision were closely followed,
especially through Tiirkiye’s foreign representatives. Likewise, the way in which the decision was
evaluated in the USSR and countries close to the USSR was followed in a similar way (See Table 1).

Negative news about Tiirkiye’s decisions on Korea were mainly published in the countries behind
the “Iron Curtain”, but also in some media outlets in countries such as the USA and France, with which
Tiirkiye had close relations. In this context, the newspaper Daily Compass, which was published in the
USA/New York, published the news in the newspaper 4/ Imar through the agency called Jeta, which
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publishes in Tel Aviv, and carried the news in its columns that 80% of the war unit sent by Tiirkiye to
Korea consisted of Jews and that the Jews suffered a lot of casualties. In the assessment made by
Tiirkiye’s Permanent Mission to the UN, it was stated that Daily Compass is “left-leaning” and A/ Imar
is the organ of the Israeli Socialist Party. While the news was considered malicious and even blatantly
slanderous, Tiirkiye’s Mission to the UN requested information on the number of non-Muslim soldiers
who went to Korea to answer the questions that would come to the fore not to damage Tiirkiye’s image
in the United States (TDA, 44874.216233.129/571, 04.01.1951).

Another related news was published by the Al Hamishmar newspaper, the publication organ of
the Mapam Labor Party in Tel Aviv, but this time the news did not spread to the United States. In 4/
Hamishmar’s report, it was claimed that 80% of the soldiers who went to Korea were “Turkish Jews”
and that the Jews of Tiirkiye were in mourning because of the destruction of these troops. The fact that
12-14 daily newspapers in Israel, such as 4/ Hamishmar, belonged to parties that were very active in the
Israeli Parliament, despite the fact that the circulation of some of them was very low, created a problem
for Tiirkiye’s image despite the debate about the seriousness of the news (TDA, 44874.216233.130/547,
03.01.1951).

In this period, when the bitter memories of World War II, when relations with the USA were very
important, 7 Armenian, 5 Greek and 3 Jewish soldiers who performed their military duty in the unit sent
to Korea to be published against the defamation of Tiirkiye through the Jews were sent to Tiirkiye’s
foreign representatives to respond to the relevant questions (TDA, 44874.216233128/547, 06.01.1951).
Despite the information on the number of non-Muslim soldiers, the news against Tiirkiye continued.
Apart from the allegations about the Jews, news targeting different ethnic structures was also published.
In the December 14, 1950 issue of the Syrian newspaper A/ Alam, it was claimed that most of the soldiers
in the Turkish brigade sent to Korea were Kurds and Arabs from Hatay and Iskenderun. The fact that
the news covers only the province of Hatay, which posed a problem with Tiirkiye in terms of Syria,
suggests that the news was made for disinformation purposes. Likewise, Hasan Hacho, a former member
of parliament from Syria’s Jazeera, made “propaganda” that the Turkish contingent sent to Korea
consisted of Arab and Kurdish elements and that there was not a single Turkish soldier in the unit (TDA,
44874.216231.16/547, 15.12.1950; 35723.141016.201/571, 22.01.1951).

Countries such as the USSR, Romania, Hungary, and Poland, which are called the Eastern Bloc
in the Cold War literature, were among the countries with the most negative news about Tiirkiye’s
decision on Korea. The most intense negative reaction to Tiirkiye’s decision came from the USSR. The
USSR’s objections and news about Tiirkiye’s decision continued to appear in newspapers such as
Kransy Flote, Krasnaya Zvezda, and Pravda even in the years after Tiirkiye’s accession to NATO
(TDA, 44874.216233.41/547, 22.08.1951; 35874.141659.48/571, 12.01.1953; 35874.141658.21/571,
25.05.1954). At the time when the decision to send troops was made, in an article titled “Rogue
Diplomats” in the magazine Yeni Zaman, it was announced that Tiirkiye’s decision to send troops to
Korea was taken under pressure from US senator (Harry P.) Cain. According to the article, the U.S.
State Department sent Cain to Ankara to persuade Tiirkiye, “fearing” that the number of countries
refusing to send troops would increase, and the decision was taken after Cain’s visit. The article, which
is a propagandistic assessment, framed Tiirkiye as being too weak to take a decision on its own and in a
position to bow to US pressure (TDA, 44874.216231.58/547, 10.08.1950).

In the Soviet press, while trying to use a rather moderate tone regarding Tiirkiye’s situation and
decisions, in some periods, Tiirkiye was tried to be insulted in an inappropriate way. In this context,
there were reports that Tiirkiye’s brigade in Korea was “reminiscent”. In 1952, during a performance at
the Moscow State Circus, there were articles in the USSR press that dogs with fezzes on their heads and
wooden rifles hanging from their shoulders were brought to the stage in a truck with the inscription
“Turkish Brigade in Korea” and that they fled when gunshots were heard (TDA, 35743.141135.82/571,
18.10.1952; 35743.141135.80/571, 20.10.1952).
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While the USSR’s reaction to Tiirkiye was more cautious and aimed at staying away from a
diplomatic crisis, except for isolated incidents, some countries in the Eastern Bloc made much harsher
assessments. Romania was one of these countries. The news in Romania was especially covered as
reported by the Soviet news agency Tass. In addition to 7Tass, information was also given about
Tiirkiye’s activities in Korea in line with the news received from other Soviet sources (such as Pravda,
Literaturnia Gazeta). Tiirkiye’s operation in Korea was generally portrayed as an absolute defeat and
annihilation in a “contemptuous” manner. Similarly, it was often mentioned that the U.S. sent Turkish
soldiers to their deaths (TDA, 44874.216231.15/547, 18.12.1950; 39439.160034.112/568, 01.01.1951).

To strengthen the allegations against Tirkiye, it was aimed to create a negative opinion by
claiming that newspapers in Tiirkiye such as Cumhuriyet and Son Posta were quoted. In this context, it
was reported in other Romanian newspapers such as Dobrogea Noua, Viata Capitalei, Universul,
Romania Libera that rallies and demonstrations would be held to stay out of the Korean War due to the
heavy losses of the Turkish Union, and that these would be “organized by progressive university
students”. In addition to all these, Universul newspaper published many news insulting Tiirkiye outside
the Korean War (TDA, 44874.216231.6/547, 28.12.1950; 39439.160034.100/568, 05.01.1951;
39439.160034.82/568, 05.01.1951; 39782.159739.42/568, 14.02.1951; 44874.216233.54/547,
28.06.1951; 39439.160034.29/568, 13.07.1951).

Another Eastern Bloc country that reported negatively about Tiirkiye was Poland. The news in
Poland, as in Romania, was against Tiirkiye and that the Turkish people reacted to the decision. In
particular, there were reports in the Warsaw press that about a thousand soldiers returning from Korea
went to the mountains for fear of being sent back to the front, which shook the prestige of Tiirkiye (TDA,
44874.216232.94/547, 12.01.1953). Another country where there was news against Tlirkiye was
Hungary. In the Hungarian press, the news in the newspapers Vilagossag, one of the publications of the
Communist Party, and Kis Ujseg, the organ of the Small Farmers Party, attracted attention. Vilagossag
newspaper claimed that Turkish unity has completely disappeared, as in other Eastern Bloc countries.
Likewise, the same newspaper made a connection between Tiirkiye’s situation in Korea and World War
I Hungary’s relationship with Germany on a different date. The newspaper stated that the Turks and
other countries that sent troops to Korea played a similar role in the same way that the Hungarians were
sacrificed to defend the rear of the German forces, and claimed that “traitorous governments exchanged
the lives of the soldiers for dollars”. In particular, the newspaper criticized Ankara Radio’s incessant
praise of unity in Korea (TDA, 44667.215269.3/556, 26.01.1951). Following a similar propaganda
method, the Kis-Ujseg newspaper claimed that after the news of the destruction of the first Turkish
contingent, Tiirkiye, which had been “captured in exchange for dollars”, sent the second convoy to
Korea to shed more blood for the West. Kis Ujseg made a connection between the past and the current
situation in Korea, as did the newspaper Vilagossag. This time, while making a connection with the
Spanish Civil War, it was claimed that the USA sent “Turkish soldiers to the front” just as Franco sent
Moroccan soldiers to the front line during the Civil War (TDA, 44667.215269.2/556, 18.02.1951). In
addition to the newspapers Vilagossag and Kis Ujseg, many articles were published in Szabad Nép and
Fiiggetlen Magyarorsag about Tiirkiye’s war in Korea and its relations with Western countries due to
this war. In these articles, there were many allegations that the US and the British were in a struggle for
influence over Tirkiye, that the soldiers returning from Korea were isolated and the public was
prevented from learning what happened to the Turkish soldiers in Korea, that US President Truman
wanted to “fascistize” Tiirkiye, that he sent his closest relatives to Ankara for this reason, and that the
captured Turkish soldiers wrote letters about the deaths of their friends in vain to be sent to the ceasefire
conference (TDA, 88087.320488.23/556, 03.10.1951).

The news against Tiirkiye, which started with Tiirkiye’s decision to send troops to Korea and
continued in the following period, was not only seen in the socialist countries that supported North
Korea/Democratic People’s Republic of Korea in the Korean War, but also in the countries that are
considered allies of Tiirkiye or with which it has good relations. In this context, it was an indignant
move that Agence France Press (AFP) reported from Seoul that the Turkish unit was completely
destroyed and that General Tahsin Yazic1 committed suicide to avoid being captured. Tiirkiye’s
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representative to the UN, Selim Sarper, investigated the news and its editors due to the negative impact
AFP had on Tiirkiye’s image, and as a result, he heard that the news was unfounded and deliberate, and
that those who made the news were “leftist elements who have penetrated AFP”. The fact that there was
no news in AFP that would cause a crisis about Tiirkiye after the aforementioned news showed that AFP
was more careful about the situation in Tiirkiye (TDA, 44874.216231.30/547, 12.04.1950).

Another ally that was reported against is Iraq. Just like in the case of AFP, the number of
publications against Tiirkiye in Iraq was not high. In addition, it was determined that the newspapers
were the organs of opposing political views. Among these publications is the 4/-Yagaza newspaper,
which follows the line of the opposition Al-Istiglal Party, which was outside of mainstream politics. On
the other hand, the criticism of A/-Yagaza newspaper against Tiirkiye’s decision on Korea is quite
different from the criticism in other countries and newspapers. Because, instead of insulting Tiirkiye or
damaging the country’s image, the newspaper questioned the answer to why the Turkish people died in
Korea on a non-dishonest basis. In the article titled “The people of Tiirkiye and the Korean
slaughterhouse”, the newspaper discussed Tiirkiye’s politics through a deceased Turkish commander
and criticized the officials who sent Turkish soldiers to Korea for allegedly serving Anglo-American
purposes instead of surrendering to colonial desires and defending a usurped right (TDA,
8427.58643.1/533, 12.12.1952).

In Iran, another country with which it had good relations, a remarkable diplomatic initiative was
made regarding the news against Tiirkiye. While the newspapers that published negative news about
Tiirkiye were classified as “at the disposal” of the USSR, the Turkish Embassy in Tehran stepped in for
these publications. Upon the publication of news and cartoons in the Iranian press mocking Turkish
unity and Tiirkiye’s decision, Ambassador Yakup Kadri Karaosmanoglu met with the Iranian Prime
Minister and expressed his discomfort with the publication against Tiirkiye. After the meeting, one of
the newspapers that insulted Tiirkiye was closed, while the Iranian government decided to broadcast in
favor of Tiirkiye in the print media and on the radio. In line with the decision taken, contact was
established between the Iranian Propaganda and Printing Directorate and Anadolu Agency, and as a
result, it was decided to exchange news and cooperate between Anadolu Agency and the relevant
institutions in Iran (TDA, 44874.216231.12/547, 22.12.1950; 44874.216231.11/547, 25.12.1950).

Discussion and Conclusion

The Cold War, one of the most important breaking moments in Turkish political history, led to a
series of events that shaped Turkish foreign policy from 1945 to the present. Tiirkiye’s willingness to
act together with Western countries led by the USA and European states in the Cold War generally
required it to take part against the Eastern Bloc countries during the Cold War. In this period, when
Tiirkiye preferred one of the two sides, the first incident in which it acted with the West took place
during the Korean War. Korea, which was transferred to the Cold War as a World War II problem, was
the first hot contact of the Cold War in 1950.

Tiirkiye, which responded to the call for help made by the United States when the Korean issue
first broke out, saw the call as a necessity of cooperation with the United States. Due to the nature of the
decision, the decision was a highly discussed issue in the Turkish public opinion and in the atmosphere
of political polarization. The issue that is more important for Tiirkiye than the debates in domestic
politics is the reflections of the decision abroad. Therefore, considering that Tiirkiye’s decision to send
troops to Korea was related to its desire to take part in the Western camp/NATO, the way the Korean
Turkish Association was covered in the Western media was a matter of important curiosity. Tiirkiye,
which had previously applied to become a member of NATO, applied for the second time after deciding
to send troops to Korea. For this reason, for Tiirkiye, the coverage of news in favor of Tiirkiye, especially
in the Western media, and following them became an evaluation criterion for Tiirkiye’s NATO
membership. In this context, it is necessary to consider the news in the Western media as a laboratory
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for Tiirkiye’s NATO membership. Because the favor for the Korean Turkish Union was evaluated as a
positive image for NATO membership.

For all these reasons, the USA is perhaps the country where the most curiosity is about how the
decision to send Turkish soldiers to Korea resonates abroad. The decision was seen as an important lever
that would improve Tiirkiye-US relations on the NATO axis. The Korean decision, which could be
considered as the first step of the “active” foreign policy that Tiirkiye wanted to pursue, provided
positive feedback in the US press organs as requested by the Government. The first reflection of
Tiirkiye’s decision in the U.S. is that Tiirkiye was with the U.S. and did not leave it alone. In all mass
media such as newspapers, radio and television, Tirkiye’s decision was frequently covered and
announced to the American public. Apart from the U.S., other Western countries that reported on
Tiirkiye are Germany, Canada, the United Kingdom, Denmark, the Netherlands and Belgium. In these
countries, just like in the USA, very positive evaluations were made about Tiirkiye. The press of Sweden
and Switzerland, which were not members of NATO but were among the Western countries, also
evaluated Tiirkiye’s decision positively. In addition, countries such as Spain, which want to cooperate
with Western countries, also evaluated Tiirkiye’s decision on a positive plane. Other countries that
support Tiirkiye were Argentina, Finland, India, Japan, Afghanistan, Israel, Mexico and Egypt.

While the positive reflections of the decision were an important issue regarding Tiirkiye’s NATO
membership, the negative reflections of the decision were handled with a different sensitivity because
they created a negative image. In the media of the Eastern Bloc countries, there were negative news
about Tiirkiye in a way that was not difficult to predict. This situation was also seen in the countries
where Tiirkiye acts together, although they were few in number. However, it was determined that
predominantly negative news took place in Eastern Bloc countries such as the USSR, Romania, Poland,
Hungary, or countries such as Syria, which had close relations with Eastern Bloc countries. In the press
of this group of countries, where negative news was included, there were propagandistic news that
insulted Tiirkiye and the Turkish people due to the support of the North Korean front, criticized the
presence of Turkish soldiers in Korea, and claimed that there was a disharmony between the government
and the people. The other group of countries with which negative news takes place were countries with
which Tiirkiye had close relations, such as Iran, Iraq, France and Israel. The publication of negative
news in countries that were considered to be allies of Tiirkiye would create a negative opinion about the
country’s image and NATO membership, so the officials of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs had to step
in. Ministry officials tried to decipher the news against Tiirkiye in a way that was in line with the
objectives of Turkish foreign policy.

During the Korean War, which took place during the Cold War, when Tiirkiye became a part of
global politics, the news for and against Tiirkiye was evaluated in terms of Turkish foreign policy by
considering it within the scope of public diplomacy. Especially in countries such as the United States,
where the public was influential in foreign policy decisions, Tiirkiye had tried to evaluate the impact of
Tiirkiye’s decision on the media and therefore on the public opinion for the purpose of NATO
membership. The fact that Tiirkiye reacted to the countries where there was not only pro but also
unfavorable news and reacted when it had the opportunity to intervene showed that the role of the media
in international relations was taken into account in the beginning of the Cold War. In this context,
Tiirkiye’s international media evaluations and practices during the Korean War provided important data
in terms of evaluating Tiirkiye’s media-foreign policy relationship in the 1950s. While the media-foreign
policy issue, which was paid attention to during the Korean War, was seen as an important issue before
Tiirkiye’s membership in NATO, after it became a member of NATO, the activities in this field
gradually declined, and this situation had negative consequences in the long term in Turkish foreign
policy.
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Attachment 1: Table 1. Countries with Positive and Negative News

Country/Region Sources of Positive News Sources of Negative News Newspaper/Magazine
Number
USA Baltimore Daily Compass 9 newspapers
Camden Ourier
News and Courier
Boston Herald ve Bridgeport Telegram
New York Herald Tribiine
Housion Post
Stars and Stripes
Saturday Evening Post
Afghanistan Enis - 1 newspapers
Germany lustrierte Woche - 3 newspapers
Die Welt
Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung
Argentina El Hogar - 1 newspapers
Belgium Le Soir - 1 newspapers
Denmark Information - 1 newspapers
Finland Uusomi - 2 newspapers
Daily Mail
France Newspaper/Magazine not named Le Monde 1 newspapers
India The Times of India - 1 newspapers
Netherlands Trouw - 1 newspapers
Iraq Irak Times El Yakaza 2 newspapers
United Lancashire Evening Post - 3 newspapers
Kingdom Yorkshire Evening News
Mllustrated London News
israel Ashmoret Magazine Al Imar 2 newspapers
Al Hamishmar 1 magazine
Spain Ariba - 1 newspapers
Sweden Aftonbladet - 1 newspapers
Switzerland National Zeitung - 1 newspapers
Canada Newspaper/Magazine not named - 1 newspapers
Hungary - Vilagossag 3 newspapers
Kis Ujseg 1 magazine
Szabad Nép
Fiiggetlen Magyarorsag Magazine
Egypt - Al Ahram 1 newspapers
Mexico Newspaper/Magazine not named - 1 newspapers
Japan Nippon Times - 1 newspapers
Poland - Newspaper/Magazine not named 1 newspapers
Romania - Dobrogea Noua 6 newspapers
Viata Capitalei
Universul
Pravda
Literaturnia Gazeta
Roménia Libera
USSR - New Times Magazine 1 magazine
Krasnaya Zvezda 3 newspapers
Pravda
Kransy Flote
Syria - Al Alam 1 newspapers
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TURKCE SURUM
Giris
1910-1945 yillar1 arasinda Japonya’nin egemenligi altinda yasayan Kore, II. Diinya Savagi’nin
sonunda Japonya’nin yenilmesi ile hiirriyetine kavugmustur. Ancak bu siire¢ olduk¢a kisa silirmiis;
savagin hemen ardindan Kore’de 38. paralelin kuzeyinin SSCB ve giineyinin ABD tarafinda isgal
edilmesiyle yeni bir donem baslamistir. Kisa siire igerisinde ayni iki cografi bolgede iki yeni devlet
kurulmustur. Kuzeyde kurulan Kore Demokratik Halk Cumhuriyeti’nin glineyde kurulan Kore

Cumbhuriyeti’ne 25 Haziran 1950 tarihinde savas ilan etmesinin ardindan yaklasik olarak ii¢ yil kadar
stirecek Kore Savasi yasanmistir (Ugarol, 2000: 672-674).

Kore Savasi kiiresel durumu 6nemli 6lciide degistirmistir. Soguk Savas olarak ifade edilen II.
Diinya Savasi sonrast donemde daha ziyade ABD ve SSCB’nin basini ¢ektigi iki kamp arasinda
ideolojik, siyasi, ekonomik ve askeri sekillerde yiiriitiilen miicadele, Kore Savasi ile Bati’nin giivenlik
anlayiginda degisiklik meydana getirmistir. Kore Savasi, “tehlike”nin artik uluslararasi boyutlarda
oldugu ve Ortadogu’yu da kapsadig1 goriisiinii giiclendirmistir. Bu durum ise Tiirkiye’nin ABD ile
askeri diizeyde ittifak -NATO- kurmasi i¢in 6nemli bir firsat saglamistir (Hale, 2003: 118). ABD’nin
Kore’de yasadig1 durum karsisinda Birlesmis Milletler Giivenlik Konseyi (BMGK) vasitasiyla yardim
istemesine neden olmus, bu yardim ¢agrisina ilk cevap veren iilkelerden biri de Tiirkiye olmustur.
Savagin bagladigi yil basbakan olarak secgilen Adnan Menderes’in Kore’ye asker gonderme karari
almasi, Tiirkiye siyasi tarihinde olduk¢a 6nemli bir hadise meydana getirmistir. Bu karar alindigi andan
itibaren tartigmalara yol acmis, Ozellikle de iilke icinde gazete mansetlerinden inmemistir. Kore
Savasi’na askeri yardim gonderme karar1 Tiirk dis politikasinda yasanan gelismeleri de gostermesi
sebebiyle olduk¢a onemlidir. Alinan bu kararla Tiirk askerinin Kore’ye gidisi ve savasta yasadiklar
uluslararast medyanin da ilgiyle takip ettigi bir konuya doniigsmiistiir. Bu sebeple Kore Savasinin
uluslararast medyadaki yansimalar1 ele alinmigtir.

Amag

Caligmada Tiirkiye’nin dis politikasinda yasadigi gelismeler neticesinde Kore Savasina askeri
yardimda bulunma karar1 almasinin uluslararas1 medyadaki yansimalar1 incelenmistir. Kararin hem i¢
politikada yogun bir sekilde tartisilmast hem de uluslararas1 medyada uzun siire yanki bulmasi,
meselenin dnemini gdzler Oniine sermektedir. Buradan hareketle, calismada Tiirkiye’nin aldigi bu
kararin uluslararas1 boyuttaki akislerinin ne yonde oldugu ortaya konmaya c¢alisilmistir.

Yontem

Caligmada belgesel tarama yontemiyle erigilen arsiv kaynaklart ve siireli yayimlardan
yararlanilmig; Cumhuriyet Tarihi arsivi ve Disigleri Bakanlig1 arsivlerinde yer alan iki bine yakin belge
incelenmigtir. Elde edilen belgeler 1s181inda, Tiirkiye’nin Kore Savasi’na askeri yardim saglamasi ve
bunun neticesine iliskin meselelerin uluslararas1 medyadaki yansimalari ortaya konmustur. Tarihi belge
ve arsivlerin incelenmesinde tercih edilen belgesel tarama yontemi (Karasar, 2012), sosyal bilimlerin
farkli alanlarinda da yaygin bir sekilde kullanilmaktadir (Cavusoglu, 2022; Demir & Parlak, 2012;
Duman, 2023; Kanat vd., 2022; Kaya, 2014; Kisi; 2018).

Kore Savasi

Oral Sander, 1950 Haziran’ina gelindiginde Kore’nin kolera salginin kol gezdigi okuma yazma
orani son derece diislik oldugu ve otoriter yonetimlere sahip olan bir iilke konumunda oldugunu ifade
etmistir. Son yiizy1l boyunca Kore, Uzakdogu’da yasanan gii¢ oyunlarinda miicadele sahasi olarak
kullanilmistir. 1905 yilinda Rusya ile yaptig1 savasi kazanan Japonya, Kore iizerinde hamilik tesis
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ederken, 1910 yilinda Kore’yi ilhak etmistir. Rusya-Japonya arasinda miicadele alani haline gelen Kore,
Japonya’nin ABD’ye 1945 yilinda teslim olmasiyla birlikte ise SSCB ile ABD arasinda baglayan gii¢
catigmasinda “deneme tahtas1” haline gelmistir (Sander, 1996: 247). ABD, heniiz II. Diinya Savas’i
icerisindeyken SSCB’yi Japonya karsisinda, kendi yaninda savasa sokmak amaciyla ¢esitli tavizlerde
bulunmustur. Bu tavizlerden bir tanesi de Kore olmustur. Yapilan anlagmaya gore 38. Paralelin kuzeyi
SSCB, giineyi ise ABD tarafindan temizlenecekti. Savas sonrasinda Kore tipki1 Almanya gibi niifuz
bolgelerine ayrilarak ABD ve SSCB tarafindan denetim altina alinmigtir. BM diizeni igerisinde birlesik
ve bagimsiz bir Kore kurulmasi konusunda anlagan iki devletin savas sona erdikten sonra birbirlerine
kars1 girdikleri miicadele neticesinde iki farkli devlet kurduklari goriilmiistiir; Kuzeyde Kore
Demokratik Halk Cumhuriyeti kurulurken Giineyde ise Kore Cumhuriyeti kurulmustur (Dinger, 2004:
674; Lacoste, 2008: 59-60).

Soguk Savas olarak adlandirilan donemin II. Diinya Savasi’ndan sonra hemen baslamasiyla
birlikte, ABD’nin de Dogu Asya politikas1 diger politikalar1 gibi bu durumdan etkilenmistir. ABD,
SSCB karsisinda Giiney Kore’ye verdigi askeri destegi hizla arttirmistir (Kennedy, 2010: 455). Benzer
bir bicimde Kuzey Kore’de de bir ordu kurulmasi Kore meselesini daha da i¢inden ¢ikilmaz bir hale
getirmistir (Ugarol, 2000: 673). Asya’nin oldukga stratejik bir bolgesi olan Kore’de ABD’nin
bulunmasi, ABD’yi SSCB karsisinda iistiin bir konuma tagimigtir (Armaoglu, 673). Cin’in bu esnada
ABD ve SSCB’den farkli olarak Kore meselesinde aktif bir tutum takinmadigi goriilmiistiir. Giiney
Kore’nin Cin i¢in bir tehdit olusturmamasi, Mao Zedung i¢in Kore meselesi ile ilgilenilmesi i¢in bir
gerekge olusturmuyordu. 7 Haziran 1950°de Kim il Sung’un Kuzey Kore Hiikiimeti genel segimler
yoluyla iilkenin bariscil bir bicimde birlesmesi kampanyasini baglatarak Giiney Kore’nin yasadigi
sorunlardan yararlanmak istemistir. Kuzey Kore’nin girisimleri SSCB’nin stratejisine de uygun
diismekteydi. Zira ABD bu donemde Japonya ile baris antlagmalarini yiiriitiiyordu ve antlagsma
sonucunda ABD askerleri Japonya’da askeri iis kurma hakki kazanacakti. ikinci olarak ise Mao’un
Cin’deki —i¢ savag- basaris1 Asya’daki devrimci hareketleri tegvik etmisti. Bu durum ilk basta Sovyet
Rusya i¢in uygun goriiniiyordu, iistelik Cin Subat 1950°de SSCB ile bir ittifak antlagmasi imzalamisti.
Fakat durum goriindiigliniin aksine Mao’yu kendi modeli ile SSCB’ye karsi alternatif bir hale
getiriyordu ki bu durum SSCB’nin diinya komiinizm hareketi igerisindeki konumunu tartigilir hale
getirebilirdi. Oral Sander’e gore Sovyet Rusya, bu sebeple Kuzey Kore vasitasiyla yarimadada
kazanilacak basarili bir savasla etkinligi artirabilir ve Japonya’y1 etkileyerek ABD ile anlagmasina zarar
verebilirdi. Son olarak Sovyet Rusya’nin Avrupa’da kaldig1 durum karsisinda Asya’ya yonelmek iizere
harekete gegmek istemesi de dnemli bir diger etken olmustur (Sander, 1996: 247-248).

Tiim bu gelismelerin etkisiyle 25 Haziran 1950’de Kuzey Kore ordusu, iki iilkeyi birlestirmek
lizere 38. Paraleli gegerek Giiney Kore’yi isgal etmeye baglamistir. Giliney Kore ordusunun techizat
acisindan daha zayif konumda olmasi, Kuzey Kore’nin kisa siire igerisinde basari elde etmesini
saglamistir. ABD’ye gore Kuzey Kore saldirganligi, Sovyet Rusya’nin eseriydi ve SSCB’ye dur
denilmezse gelismelerin yeni bir diinya savasina yol agmasi kaginilmaz bir hal alacakti. Giiney Kore
isgalinin domino etkisi meydana getirerek Komiinizmin etkisini arttiracagini diistinen ABD Bagkam
Harry S. Truman, Japonya’da bulunan General Daouglas MacArthur’u Giiney Kore’ye askeri yardim
yapmast i¢in gorevlendirmistir. Bunun yam sira hemen toplantiya ¢agrilan BM Giivenlik Konseyi,
Kuzey Kore’nin saldirgan oldugunu belirterek savasin hemen durdurulmasimi isteyen bir karar
cikartmistir. Giiney Kore’deki askeri durumun koétiiye gitmesi karsisinda Truman, hava ve deniz
birliklerini harekete gecirmistir. BM Giivenlik Konseyi ise barigi korumak amaciyla BM iiyelerini
Gliney Kore’ye yardim etmek iizere ¢agiran bir tasar1 kabul etmistir (Dinger, 2004: 674-675).

Kore savagina Cin’in dahil olmasi ise dengeleri sarsarak savas igerisinde uzun erimde sonuglar
meydana getirmistir. Kuzey Kore yonetimi Giiney’e saldirdiginda Komiinist yonetimi Cin’de idareyi
yeni ele almistir. Ekonomik ve kendi dig politika sorunlar1 olan Komiinist Cin yonetimi bir siire Kore
meselesine karsi ilgisiz kalmistir. ABD’nin Kuzey Kore’ye karsi askeri hareket baslatmasi, Cin’in
Kore’yle ilgilenmesine yol agmistir. Amerikan askerlerinin ilerlemesi karsisinda Cin, Kore sinirindaki
askeri yigmagimi 180.000°den 320.000’e yiikseltmis, Kasim 1950°de ise ABD askerleri ile ¢atismaya
baglamistir (McNeill, 2002: 808; Sander, 1996: 251-252). II. Diinya Savasi 6ncesinde Japonya’nin ¢ok
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daha once ise farkli devletlerin isgaline ugrayan Cin, ABD’nin Kore vasitasiyla yan basina yerlesecegi
diisiincesini bir tehdit olarak kabul etmistir. Cin’in Kore Savasi’na katilmas1 BM gii¢lerini zor durumda
birakarak agir kayiplar yagsanmasina yol agmistir. Yasanan kayiplar karsisinda zafersiz bir barig saglama
anlayis1 igerisine giren ABD, Kore’nin Cin sinirindaki bolgelerini bombalayarak Kuzey Kore ve Cin’i
barisa zorlamis, {i¢ y1l sliren savasin sonunda 1953 yazinda imzalanan ateskes antlasmasiyla ¢atigmalar
durmus ve iki {ilke arasinda 38. Paralelin yeniden sinir olarak tayin edilmesi kabul edilmistir (Dinger,
2004: 675-676).

Bulgular
Tiirkiye’nin Kore'ye Askeri Yardim Karari ve Yansimalar

1953 yilinda ateskes saglanincaya kadar ABD, Kore Savasi i¢in 50 milyar dolar harcamis, 2
milyon askerini bu bélgeye gondermis ve bunlarin 54 bininden fazlasini ise kaybetmistir (Kennedy,
2010: 455). ABD, siirecin en baginda BM {iyelerine saldirilarin durdurulmasi i¢in her tiirlii yardimda
bulunmaya cagirmis, bu cagriya Tirkiye nin aralarmda bulundugu 22 devlet cevap vermistir (Turan,
2008: 509). Tiirkiye’nin Kore Savasina katilma karar1 almasi, kararin alindig1 anda oldugu gibi sonraki
donemde de ¢okga tartigilan bir konu olmustur. Tartigmanin odak noktasinda ise Cumhurbagkani Celal
Bayar bagkanliginda, Bagbakan Adnan Menderes, TBMM Bagkan1 Refik Koraltan ve Genelkurmay
Bagkan1 Nuri Yamut’un da katilimiyla yapilan bir toplanti sonrasinda “TBMM’ye ve muhalefete
danigilmadan” 25 Temmuz 1950’de Tiirkiye’nin Kore’ye 4500 asker gondereceginin agiklanmasi ve
gonderilmesi yer almistir (Erhan, 2009: 545).

14 May1s 1950 genel segimlerini kazanan Adnan Menderes onderligindeki Demokrat Parti (DP)
hiikiimetinin kurulmasindan sonra, Tiirk dis politikasinda bir degisim yasanmigtir. Aktif bir dis politika
izleyen DP hiikiimeti doneminde Tiirkiye, Yakin ve Orta Dogu basta olmak {izere Bati’nin ¢ikarlarim
kendi giivenlik ¢ikarlariyla 6zdes hale getirmistir (Bagci, 1994: 89). Kore meselesi giindeme geldiginde
ise DP’nin aym politik gerekgelerle Kore kararini aldig1 goriilmiistiir. Kore meselesi DP Hiikiimetine
NATO iiyeligi i¢in oldukca 6nemli bir firsat olmustur. Muhalefetin itirazlarina ragmen DP, kararindan
vazgegemeyerek Kore’ye “hiir diinyanin diger unsurlartyla birlikte asker” géndermistir (Erhan, 2009:
545). Tuggeneral Tahsin Yazicti komutasindaki 4500 kisilik birlik, gergeklestirilen merasimle
ugurlanmis ve alinan karara gosterilen ilk tepkiler ise kahir ekseriyetiyle olumlu olmustur. Kore’ye Tiirk
askerinin génderilme karari, cesaretli bir karardir ve bu karar donemin dis politika anlayisinin kayda
deger bir gostergesidir (Turan, 2008: 510-511). 12 Ekim 1950°de Kore’ye varan Kore Tiirk Birligi, BM
Baris Giicli Komutanlig1 biinyesinde aldigi gorevleri 1950-1953 yillan arasinda yerine getirmistir.
Alnan karar, Tiirkiye tarihinde olduk¢a énemli bir karar olmustur, zira Cumhuriyet tarihinde ilk kez
yurt digina ve yabanci bir iilkeye asker gondererek Tiirk askeri savasa katilmistir (Ugarol, 2000: 732-
733).

Kore meselesini Tiirkiye’nin NATO’ya girmesi i¢in olduk¢a 6nemli bir firsat olarak goren
Hiikiimet, Kore’ye asker gonderme karar1 alindiktan bir hafta sonra resmi olarak NATOya iiye olarak
bagvuruda bulunmus, fakat NATO Konseyi Tiirkiye ve Yunanistan’in Akdeniz savunma planlarinda yer
almasi gerekgesiyle Tiirkiye’nin yaptig1 bagvuruyu geri ¢cevirmistir (Hale, 2003: 118-119). NATO’ nun
kararma ragmen “Mehmetcik” Kore’de savasmaya devam etmis ve aktif olarak gorev aldigi ii¢ yil
boyunca da savasin hep can alic1 bolgelerinde bulunmustur. Tiirkiye’nin Kore’de BM giiclerine 6zellikle
de ABD’de verdigi destek Giiney Kore’nin kurtarilmasi i¢in olduk¢a 6nemli olmustur. Kunuri Savasi
sirasinda “Mehmetgik”in ortaya koydugu gayret, BM giiglerinin imha edilmesini engellemistir. Ikinci
kez ise Tiirk askerinin kazandigr Kumyangjangni Zaferi’'nden sonra BM kuvvetleri Kore’yi terk etme
kararindan vazgegerek 1953 yilinda imzalanan Panmunjom Ateskes Antlagmasi’na kadar, Kore’de
stiklineti tesis etmek iizere kalmiglardir. Kore’de tesis edilen ateskes antlagmasinda biiyiik bir katkisi
olan Tiirk askerlerinin miicadelesi Tiirkiye’nin NATO’ya kabul edilmesinde olduk¢a 6nemli bir amil
olmustur (Tiirkmen, 2017: 532-533). Tiirkiye nin daha 6nceki bagvurularinda NATO girisini engelleyen
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Danimarka ve Norveg gibi devletlerin itirazini sona ermesi sonrasinda Tiirkiye, Subat 1952’de NATO
iiyesi olmustur (Ziircher, 2013: 342).

Tiirkiye’nin Kore Savasina Katilma Kararimin Olumlu Yansimalari

ABD’nin diinya sahnesinde basat bir gii¢c hale gelmeye baslamasi diinya siyasetinde énemli bir
paradigma degisimine yol agmistir. Bu degisikligin Tiirkiye’yi II. Diinya Savas bittikten hemen sonra,
siirece entegre ettigi goriilmiistiir. Missouri Zirhlisi, Truman Doktrini, Marshall Plan1 gibi gelismeler,
Tiirkiye’nin ABD ile yakin is birligi gelistirmesini saglarken Tiirkiye, dis politikasinda tehdit olarak
beliren SSCB karsisinda ABD’yi onemli bir dis politika miittefigi olarak kabul etmistir. CHP
Hiikiimetleri doneminde baslayan bu ittifak siireci, DP Hiikiimetinin kuruldugu heniiz ilk iki aylik
stiregte kesintiye ugramadan devam etmistir. Kore Savasi ¢iktiginda ise Tiirkiye, -CHP nin elestirilerine
ragmen- dis politikas1 geregi yardima gitmek durumundaydi (Tokgdz, 2014: 185; Turan, 2008: 513).

Kore konusunda ABD’yi takip eden Tiirkiye, ABD’nin aldig1 Kore karar iizerine, Washington
Basin Miisaviri Niizhet Baba vasitasiyla gelismeleri yakindan takip etmistir. 1908’den itibaren
gerceklesen temaslar1 neticesinde edindigi bilgilerle ABD’yi tamidigimi ifade eden Baba’ya gore, SSCB
Kore’de yaptiklar ile ABD kamuoyu ve resmi ¢evrelerin diismanlhigimi kazanmigtir. Baba, Gliney
Kore’ nin Komiinistlerin eline gegmesi halinde ABD nin prestijinin sarsilacagini diistinmiistiir. ABD nin
hareket tarzim1 tahmin etmenin giic oldugunu sdyleyen Baba, buna karsin ABD’nin “bu meseleyi
halletmek {izere sonuna kadar gidecegini” sdylemenin hatali olmayacagin ifade etmistir. Baba’nin 30
Haziran 1950 tarihli raporu, “Kore meselesine karsi Birlesik Amerika’nin durumu” hakkinda rapor
olarak, Adnan Menderes, Samet Agaoglu’na gonderilmistir (BCA, 30-1-0-0/102-630-6, 28.07.1950).
Bunu yami sira Tirkiye, Kore Savasina katilma karar1 aldigi anda ABD’nin siyasal sistemine uygun
olarak alinan kararin kamu diplomasisi manivelas1 olarak kullanilmasi i¢in New York Haberler Biirosu
ve Washington Basin Ataseligi vasitasiyla ABD’deki haber ajanslarina, gazetelere ve ABD Kongresi
tiyelerine bildirmistir (BCA, 30-1-0-0/102-630-9, 21.08.1950).

Tiirkiye’nin Kore’ye asker gonderilmesi karar1 almasindan sonra en ¢ok kararin ABD’deki
akisleri merak edilmistir. Tiirk dis politikasinda oldukg¢a 6nemli giindem maddesi olan NATO {iyeligi
ile Kore meselesinin ortak noktada bulusmasi, Tiirkiye’nin kararmin ABD’de nasil yankilandiginin
merak edilmesine yol agmistir. Bu dogrultuda New York Haberler Biirosu, 28 Temmuz’da hazirladig
raporu Ankara’ya gondermistir. New York Haberler Miidiirii Nuri Eren tarafindan kaleme alinan
raporda Tiirkiye’ nin Kore kararinin ilk akislerinin ABD’de olduk¢a miispet yankilandig1 kaydedilmistir.
Eren, New York’taki “biiyiik gazeteler”in haberi birinci sayfada yaymladiklarin1 kaydetmistir. Bu
dogrultuda New York Herald Tribune gazetesinin, 27 Temmuz 1950 tarihli sayisinda ingiltere’nin
yardim kararini yayinlarken “Tiirkiye’den sonra Ingiltere, Avusturalya ve Yeni Zelanda da Kore’ye
asker gonderecekler” bagliginin kullandig1 kaydedilmistir. Gazeteler disinda radyolarda Tiirkiye’nin
kararmi duyurmustur. Bu dogrultuda gazeteci Fulton Lewis, 26 Temmuz’da New York’taki WCR
radyosundaki konugmasinda Tiirkiye’den bahsetmistir. Tiirkiye’nin askeri yardim kararini1 ¢ok manal
bulan Lewis’e gore Tiirkiye, II. Diinya Savasi’nin sona ermesinden beri “Sovyet namlusunun agzinda
oturmakta, Rusya’nin ve peyklerinin daimi tazyiki altinda bulunmaktadir.” Lewis, Komiinistlerin
Tiirkiye’ye hakim olmak istedigi zaman ABD’nin silah yardiminda bulunarak Komiinizm tehdidini
onledigini ifade etmistir. Fakat ona gore ABD’nin yardim karsiliginda takdir gérmesi —Kore karari-
ender tesadiif edilen bir durumdur ve Tiirkiye’nin yardim teklifi “son derece ferahlaticidir.” Radyo ve
gazete disinda ABD kamuoyunda Tiirkiye’nin kararinin yansidigi diger bir kitle iletisim araci ise
televizyon olmustur. NBC ve WPIX gibi televizyon kanallarinda Tiirk askerinin manevralarini gosteren
eski filmlerden boliimler yayinlanmigtir (BCA, 30-1-0-0/102-630-8, 05.08.1950). Kararin diplomatik
olarak aksettigi alanlarin basinda ise BM Giivenlik Konseyi gelmistir. WLIB radyo kanalinda bir
konusma gergeklestiren yorumcu Estelle M. Sternberger, Tiirkiye’nin BM Giivenlik Konseyi adayligi
hakkinda konusmustur. Sternberger’e gore Birlesmis Milletler, Kore meselesinde ¢ekingen davranan
Arap devletlerinin karar1 kargisinda Gilivenlik Konseyi’ne Ortadogu’dan segilecek tiyeyi diisiinmektedir.
Giivenlik Konseyi’ne Ortadogu’dan segilecek iiye devletin Arap devletleri tekelinde olmasi meselesini
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tartisan Sternberger, “Bugiinkii buhran [Kore] muvacehesinde, Araplarin, degisen ve miitereddit
durumlan karsisinda, Konsey tiyeligine demokrat bir hiikiimet idaresine giren Tiirkiye’ye vermek emin
olacaktir” diyerek Tiirkiye’nin Kore karari neticesinde BM Gtivenlik Konseyi’ne iiye olmasi tezini ABD
kamuoyuna duyurmustur (BCA, 30-1-0-0/102-630-8, 05.08.1950).

Sonraki siirecte de ABD’de basin yaym organlarinda Tiirkiye’nin Kore’ye asker gonderme karari
siklikla yer almistir. Birgok gazete Tiirkiye nin s6z konusu kararim ve askerlerinin elde ettigi basariy1
oven haberler yaymlamistir. Bazi iilkelerin ABD araciligtyla servis edilen haberleri kendi gazete ve
mecmualarinda yayinlamasi ise bu konu 6zelinde Tiirkiye’nin dig basinda genis bir sekilde yer almasina
neden olmustur (Bkz Tablo 1).

Tiirkiye’nin Kore kararim1 ABD basminda ilk yer veren gazetelerden birisi Baltimore gazetesi
olmustur. Baltimore gazetesinin bagmakalesinde, “Tiirkiye nin tam techizatli 4.500 erle Kore harbine
istirak karar1 Gviilmektedir” haberi yer almistir. Gazetenin ele aldigi bir diger énemli husus da
gonderilen askeri kuvvetin sembolik bir kuvvet olmayip “hakiki muhariplerden tesekkiil” etmesidir
(TDA, 44874.216231.70/547, 28.07.1950). New Jersey’de yayinlanan Camden Ourier Post gazetesi ise
27 Temmuz’da “Tiirkiye’nin Kore’ye asker yollama kararn lizerinde durarak stratejik ehemmiyeti haiz
olan bogazlara hakim Tiirkiye'nin Rus tehdidine ragmen bu karara varmasini” dvmiistiir. Bunun yani
sira yine Giiney Carolina eyaletinin Charleston sehrinde yayimlanan News and Courier gazetesinin bas
makalesinde de su ifadeler yer almistir: “Rusya’nin kap1 komsusu olan Tiirkiye’nin Kore’ye asker
gonderme teklifi siiphe yok ki cesaret numunesi bir harekettir. Birlesik Amerika da bu suretle dostlariin
kim olduklarini bugiinlerde 6grenmektedir” (TDA, 44874.216231.66.547, 01.08.1950).

Tiirkiye ile ilgili haberler Washington Post gazetesi gibi ABD’de oldukga etkili olan gazetelerde
de yer almistir. Washington Post, bagmakale olarak yaymnladigi bir yazida Kore savagina katilan
devletler arasindan Tiirkiye ve Tirk askerini ovmiistiir. Keza benzer haberlere Boston Herald ve
Bridgeport Telegram ve diger gazetelerde de yer verilmistir (TDA, 44874.216231.60/547, 08.08.1950).
Amerikan basimin yurt disindaki yayinlarinda da Tiirkiye ve Tiirk askeri ile ilgili haberler siklikla yer
almistir. Bu dogrultuda New York Herald Tribiine gazetesinin Paris’te yaymlanan niishasinda
“Kore’deki Tiirkler” baslikli yazi yer almistir. New York Herald Tribiine, Tiirklerin basarisin1 dven
ifadeler kullanirken, Tiirkiye’yi BM iilkeleriyle kiyaslamistir. Ayrica Tiirkiye’ nin BM’ye en fazla katki
saglayan ilke ve yorulmak bilmez bir dost oldugunu belirten ifadelere yer vermistir (TDA,
44874.216231.60/547, 08.08.1950). Bir diger NATO iilkesi olan Kanada’da konu ile yakindan
ilgilenmis ve gelismeler Kanada basininda genis bir bicimde yer almistir. Kore Savagi’nin yankilari
Kanada’da oldukga ses getirirken harekatina katilan Tiirk tugayi ile makaleler de kaleme alinmistir.
Gazeteler, Tiirk birligi ile ilgili daha ziyade Tiirk askerinin kendisinden beklenen vazifeyi yerine
getirdigini ifade ederek Tiirkiye ile NATO arasindaki is birliginin altim c¢izmistir (TDA,
44689.215908.19/547, 02.12.1950).

Tiirkiye’nin oldukga iyi iliskilere sahip oldugu Ingiltere ise ABD ve Kanada ile birlikte Tiirkiye
hakkinda en fazla habere yer veren iilkelerdendir. Ingiltere basinindan Lancashire Evening Post,
Yorkshire Evening News, illustrated London News gibi gazeteler savasm en zor zamanlarinda Tiirk
askerinin cansiperane davranislarindan 6vgiiyle bahsetmistir (TDA, 44874.216231.36/547,01.12.1950).

Tiirkiye’nin kararm destekleyen iilkelerden bir digeri ise Bati Almanya’dir. Ozellikle Bati
Almanya’daki Amerikan Ordusu’nun gazeteleri olan Stars and Stripes gazetelerinde “Mac Arthur Tiirk
birligini 6viityor” ve “Tiirkler siingiileri ile kizillar1 hezimete ugratiyorlar” bagliklar ile Tiirk askerinin
Kore’de gostermis oldugu tistiin basarilar 6villmiistiir (TDA, 44874.216233.106/547, 06.02.1951). Yine
Tiirk tugaymnim Kore Savagi siiresince gostermis oldugu “azim ve kararlilik”, Almanya’da Illustrierte
Woche (Badische Illustrierte) gazetesinde genis¢e yer bulmustur. Tiirk askerinden “Kahramanlarin
Kahraman1” olarak bahseden gazete haberi “Kore’de Tiirk siingii hiicumundan korkulmaktadir.
Tiirkiye’nin 40 tiimeni NATO miidafaasinin kdse diregidir” seklinde vermistir. Die Welt gazetesi
“Tiirklerin siingli muharebeleri” baglikli haberle Tiirk askerinin kahramanliklarini 6verken; Frankfurter
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Allgemeine Zeitung gazetesi de benzer igerikli haberlere yer vermistir (TDA, 44874.216233.109/547,
29.01.1951).

Tiirkiye ile yakin iliskileri olmasina ragmen Fransa da bazi yaym organlari ilk baslarda Kore’de
bulunan Tiirk askerine ve basarilaria deginmemistir. Ancak daha sonralar1 bu gazetelerin de hayranlik
ifadeleriyle Tiirk askerlerini haberlere konu ettikleri goriilmiistiir. Ayrica devletin iist kademe
yoneticilerinin “Tirklerin nasil bir millet olduklart bir kere daha sabit oldu” ifadeleriyle duyduklar
memnuniyet, okuyuculara ulagtirilmistir (TDA, 44874.216231.31/547, 01.11.1950).

Benzer bir memnuniyetin gosterildigi yer ise Hollanda’dir. Hollanda’nin en miihim
gazetelerinden olan Trouw gazetesi, Tiirkiye’nin askeri birlik goénderme kararindan duyulan
memnuniyeti ve Tiirk askerine ait fotograflar1 kapak sayfasina tagiyarak Hollandalilarla paylagmistir
(TDA, 44874.216231.68/547, 29.07.1950). Yine benzer sekilde Hollanda basininda “Tiirk askerinin
gostermis oldugu fedakarlik ve dayanmikliligi”nin taktirle karsilandigimi ifade eden metinler de
yaymlanmistir (TDA, 44874.216231.27/547, 04.12.1950). Hollanda’nin komsusu ve diger bir NATO
iiyesi lilke olan Belgika, Tiirkiye’nin Kore konusundaki girisimlerine kayitsiz kalmayarak konuyu
yakindan takip etmistir. Bu kapsamda Le Soir gazetesi Ankara’da bulunan René Houille’nin
TBMM’deki miizakereleri takip ederek kaleme aldig1 “Tiirkiye Mektubu™nu yayinlamistir (TDA,

44874.216231.8/547, 28.12.1950).

Bir diger NATO iilkesi olan Danimarka da Tiirkiye ve Tiirk birligi ile yakindan ilgilenmistir.
Danimarka basininda dikkat ¢ekici haberler paylasilmistir. Bu kapsamda aksam haberlerini yaymlayan
Information gazetesinin “Bir Tiirk kiz1 Kore iizerinde uguyor” baslikli makalesinde Sabiha Gokgen’in
goniillii olarak savasa katildigim1 vurgulayan bir haber yayinlayarak Tiirk birligine dikkat g¢ektigi
goriilmiistiir. Sabiha Gokgen haberiyle information gazetesi, 6zgiir diinyanin hiirriyet miicadelesinde
Tilirk kadinlarin dahi goniillii olarak katildiklarimi vurgulamistir (TDA, 44874.216233.107/547,
02.02.1951).

NATO iiyesi olmayan fakat Bati kuliibiinde yer alan Isve¢’te de Tiirkiye’nin Kore kararma dikkat
cekmistir. Tiirk birliginin gonderilme karar1 sonrasinda Kore’deki Tiirk tugay: ile ilgili Isveg’in
Aftonbladet gazetesi iki makale yaymlamistir. Yayinlanan her iki makalede de Tiirk birliklerinden ve
onlarin Kore’de gosterdikleri basarilarmmdan 6vgiiyle bahsedilmistir (TDA, 44874.216233.101/547,
14.02.1951). Tiirk birligi hakkinda haber yapan bir diger iilke ise Isvicre’dir. Isvicre basim dzellikle
ABD’li General Matthew Ridgway’in Tiirkiye ziyaretini ilgiyle takip etmistir. Ziyaret hakkinda
National Zeitung gazetesi ayrica bir de makale yayinlamistir. General’in teftisi ve ziyaretlerini konu
edinen makale, Ridgwway’in sOylemlerine de yer vermistir. ABD’li General Ridgway’in sozleri
iizerinden Tiirkiye’yi ve Tirk birligini okuyucularina dolayli bir sekilde olumlamay1 tercih eden
National Zeitung, Generalin “Eger Kore’de emrimde Tiirk askerlerinden bir tiimen bulunsaydi, Kore
meselesi ¢coktan halledilmis olurdu” ifadeleri ile Tiirk askerinin {istiin ¢abas1 ve basarisindan 6vgiiyle
bahsetmistir (TDA, 44874.216232.102/547, 18.11.1952).

Tiirkiye’nin Israil’i tamimasi sonrasinda gelismeye baslayan Tiirk-Israil iliskileri, ABD’nin
etkisiyle iki iilke arasinda yakinlagma baslatmistir. Bu kapsamda Israil basininda Tiirk tugay1 hakkinda
yazilara yer verilmistir. Israil basini, Tiirk askerleri ile ilgili yayimladiklar1 yazilarda ABD’den alintt
yapmay1 tercih etmistir. Israil’in bu dénem yeni kurulan bir devlet olmasi ve ABD ile sahip oldugu ikili
iligkiler kiiresel gelismeleri ABD merkezli degerlendirmesine olanak saglamistir. Bu kapsamda
Saturday Evening Post dergisinden aldig1 haberleri nakleden Ashmoret dergisi, Kore’de ¢arpigsan Tiirk
askerlerinin kahramanliklarindan bahseden bir haber yaymlamistir. Haberde Tiirk askerlerin resimlerine
de yer verilirken Tiirk birliginin kalabalik Cinli kuvvetlerin kusatmasindan basariyla kurtulmasi ve
mermi basta olmak {izere techizatsiz kalmasina karsin silahlarini kurtarmalar takdirle kargilanmig ve
Tiirkiye’nin bununla iftihar etmesi gerektigi vurgulanmistir (TDA, 44874.216233.63/547,30.05.1951).

Tiirkiye’ye destek olan haberler yalmizca Tiirk dis politikasinin yakin iligkilere sahip olmak
istedigi ABD ve diger miittefik {ilkelerle sinirli kalmamus, bu iilkelerin diginda da Kore Tiirk Birligi'ne
dair haberler dikkat ¢ekmistir. Bu {ilkelerin igerisinde en dikkat ¢eken ise Tiirkiye’den oldukca uzakta
yer alan Arjantin’dir. Buenos Aires’te El Hogar isimli haftalik dergide Tiirk askerinin Kore’de
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bulunmasi takdir edilmis; basari, feragat ve disiplinli hareketinin alaka ile takip ve takdir edildigi
konusuna genis bir sekilde yer verilmigtir (TDA, 44874.216231.106/547, 05.01.1950). Arjantin, Tiirk
Kore Birligi hakkindaki haberleri Tokyo menseli kaynaklar ile AFB ajansindan almistir. Arjantin
basinina taginan haberler arasinda Kore Tiirk Birligi komutani Tahsin Yazici’nin Tiirk askerinin basarili
ve fedakar miicadelesini anlatan beyanati da yer almistir (TDA, 44874.216231.1/547, 29.12.1950). Kore
bagimsizligin1 kazanacak mi1? baglikli Fransizca bir makalenin de yine Arjantin basininda yer almasi,
iilkenin konuyla ne kadar alakadar oldugunun adeta gostergesi olmustur (TDA, 2503.16404.12/503,
23.03.1946).

Tiirkiye ile siyasi iliskileri yakin olmayan ispanya’da da Tiirk askerleri ile ilgili haberler yer
almistir. Franco rejiminin bu donemde bati ile is birligi yapmak istemesi, Ispanya’nin Kore’deki
gelismelere bakisini etkilemistir. Ispanya basminda Kore Savas ile ilgili haberlere yer verilirken Tiirk
askeri ile ilgili ovgili dolu sozler yer almistir. Ariba gazetesi Kore’de ¢arpisan Tiirk askeri birligini
metheden ifadelere yer vermek suretiyle mansgetten haberi okuyucusuyla bulusturmustur. Haber “Tiirk
askeri siingii takarak en gii¢ vaziyetlerde kars1 koyuyor. Bir avug Tiirk piyadesinin ¢ok miigkiil bir
durumda bulundugu bir sirada nasil harp edilmesini bilen asker bir milletin bagkaninin resmini
bastyoruz” seklindeki ifadelerle paylasilmigtir (TDA, 44874.216231.34/547, 30.11.1950). Ariba
gazetesi ayrica Juan Dela Cosa’nin kaleminden “Kore’de Tiirk askeri” baglikli bir makale yaymlamistir.
Makalede Tiirk askerini dven “Bir askerin nefsine itimati olmalidir. Garp diinyas1 Tiirk askerinin
maneviyatt derecesinde asker yetistirmeye muvaffak olursa Avrupa rahat yasayabilir ve Sovyet
emperyalistlerinin eseri olan milletler de kurtulabilmek timidi bekleyebilirler”. ifadeleri yer alirken,
makale ayn1 zamanda radyoda da yayinlanarak tiim Ispanya’ya duyurulmus ve takdir gormiistiir (TDA,
44874.216233.113/547, 16.01.1951).

Tiirk birligi hakkinda yaym yapan bir diger iilke ise SSCB’nin komsusu olan Finlandiya’dir.
Finlandiya basin1 da Kore’deki askeri tugayimiza ilgi gostermis, 6zellikle Uusomi gazetesi Kore’ye
giden askeri birligimize dair haberleri ve habere iligkin fotograflar1 yaymlayarak gidisata dair bilgileri
kamuoyuyla paylagmistir. Haberde kullanilan fotograflarda askerlerin giilimsedigi fotograflar tercih
edilerek Tiirk askerinin basarisina adeta vurgu yapilmistir (TDA, 44874.216231.37/547, 22.11.1951).
Finlandiya disinda konuya kayitsiz kalmayarak Tiirkiye'nin Kore'deki askeri birligi hakkinda olumlu
haberlere imza atan diger iilkeler ise Afganistan, Hindistan, Meksika, Misir ve Japonya gibi {ilkelerdir
(TDA, 44874.216233.93/547, 05.03.1951; 44874.216233.93/547, 05.03.1951; 44874.216231.26/547,
09.12.1951).

Tiirkiye’nin Kore Savasina Katilma Kararinin Olumsuz Yansimalari

Tiirkiye’nin SSCB’den kaynakli olarak yasadigi endiseler sebebiyle Bati ile 6zellikle de ABD’yle
birlikte hareket etmek {lizere Kore’ye asker gonderme karar1 almasi, Tiirk siyasi tarihi a¢isindan oldukc¢a
onemli bir ana isaret etmektedir. Zira Kore’ye asker gonderme karar1 sonrasinda Tiirk dis politikasi,
Soguk Savas’in sonuna kadar Batil {ilkeler/NATO kampinda yer alacak bu gelisme ise Tiirkiye’nin i¢
ve dis politikasimi etkileyen bir dizi olaylar1 tetikleyecektir. Ankara agisindan Kore kararmin
yansimalari, Tiirkiye’nin NATO miiracaat1 sebebiyle en ¢ok da ABD’de nasil etki uyandirdigi merak
edilmis ve 6zellikle Tiirkiye’nin dis temsilcilikleri vasitastyla kararin akisleri yakindan takip edilmistir.
Keza aymi sekilde kararin SSCB ve SSCB’ye yakin tilkelerdeki degerlendirilme sekli de benzer bir
bicimde takip edilmistir (Bkz Tablo 1).

Tiirkiye’nin Kore’ye dair aldig1 kararlar hakkinda ¢ikan olumsuz haberler, agirlikli olarak “Demir
Perde” gerisindeki tilkeler olmakla birlikte, Tiirkiye’nin yakin iligkilere sahip oldugu ABD, Fransa gibi
iilkelerdeki bazi basin yayin organlarinda da yer almistir. Bu kapsamda ABD/ New York’ta ¢ikan Daily
Compass isimli gazete, Tel Aviv’de yayin yapan Jeta isimli ajans vasitastyla Al Imar isimli gazetede
yer alan haberi yayinlayarak Tiirkiye’nin Kore’ye gonderdigi savas birliginin % 80’nin Yahudilerden
olustugunu ve Yahudilerin ¢ok fazla zayiat verdiklerini siitunlarina tagimistir. Tiirkiye’nin BM Daimi
temsilciligi tarafindan yapilan degerlendirmede Daily Compass’m “solcu temayiillii”, Al Imar’in ise
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Israil Sosyalist Partisi’nin yaym organi oldugunu belirtmistir. Haber kotii niyetli hatta asikar surette
iftira olarak degerlendirilirken Tiirkiye’nin ABD’deki imajina zarar vermemek {izere giindeme gelecek
sorulara uygun cevap vermek amaciyla Tiirkiye’nin BM Temsilciligi, Kore’ye giden gayrimiislim asker
sayis1 hakkinda bilgi talep etmistir (TDA, 44874.216233.129/571, 04.01.1951).

Konuyla iligkili bir baska haber ise Tel Aviv’de Mapam Isci Partisi’nin yaym orgam olan Al
Hamishmar gazetesi tarafindan yaymlanmis, fakat haber bu kez ABD’ye sirayet etmemistir. Al
Hamishmar’in haberinde de Kore’ye giden askerlerin % 80’nin “Tiirk Yahudilerinden” oldugu ve bu
birliklerin imha edilmesinden dolay1, Tiirkiye Yahudilerinin matem icerisinde olduklar1 iddia edilmistir.
Israil’de sayilar1 12-14 arasinda olan giindelik gazetelerin Al Hamishmar gibi bazilarinin tirajmin gok
diisiik olmasma ragmen Israil Parlamentosu’nda oldukga aktif olan partilere ait olmasi, haberlerin
ciddiyetinin tartigilmasina ragmen Tiirkiye’nin imaji agisindan sorun olusturmustur (TDA,
44874.216233.130/547, 03.01.1951).

ABD ile iliskilere olduk¢a 6nem verilen II. Diinya Savagi’nin ac1 hatiralarinin hafizalarda oldugu
bu donemde Yahudiler iizerinden Tiirkiye’'nin karalanmasina karsi yaymlanmak iizere, Kore’ye
gonderilen birlikte asker gérevini ifa eden 7 Ermeni, 5 Rum ve 3 Yahudi erin bulundugu, ilgililere cevap
vermek {lizere Tirkiye'nin dis temsilciliklerine gonderilmistir (TDA, 44874.216233128/547,
06.01.1951). Gayrimiislim asker sayisindaki bilgiye ragmen Tiirkiye’nin aleyhindeki haberler
stirmiistiir. Yahudilerle ilgili iddialarin disinda farkli etnik yapilar1 hedef alan haberlerde yaymlanmustir.
Suriye’de yayinlanan Al Alam gazetesinin 14 Aralik 1950 tarihli sayisinda Tiirkiye’nin Kore’ye
gonderilen tugaymnda yer alan askerlerin ¢ogunun Hatayli ve Iskenderunlu Kiirt ve Araplarin
olusturdugu iddia edilmistir. Yapilan haberin Suriye agisindan Tiirkiye ile sorun olusturan yalnizca
Hatay ilini kapsamasi, haberin dezenformasyon amagli yapildigim diisiindiirtmektedir. Keza Suriye’ nin
Cezire eski milletvekillerinden Hasan Hago da Kore’ye yollanan Tiirk birliginin Arap ve Kiirt
unsurlardan miitesekkil oldugu ve birlik icerisinde bir tek Tiirk askerin olmadiginin “propaganda’sini
yapmustir (TDA, 44874.216231.16/547, 15.12.1950; 35723.141016.201/571, 22.01.1951).

Tiirkiye’nin Kore karar ile ilgili aleyhte haberlerin en fazla yer aldig iilkelerin basina, SSCB,
Romanya, Macaristan, Polonya gibi Soguk Savas literatiiriinde Dogu Bloku olarak isimlendirilen tilkeler
yer almistir. Tirkiye’'nin kararina en yogun olumsuz tepki ise SSCB’den gelmistir. SSCB’nin
Tiirkiye’nin kararma yonelik itiraz ve haberleri, Tiirkiye’nin NATO’ya dahil olmasindan sonraki
yillarda dahi Kransy Flote, Krasnaya Zvezda, Pravda gibi gazetelerde yer almay1 siirdiirmiistiir. (TDA,
44874.216233.41/547, 22.08.1951; 35874.141659.48/571, 12.01.1953; 35874.141658.21/571,
25.05.1954) Asker gonderme kararin alindigi donemde, Yeni Zamanlar isimli dergide “Haydut
Diplomatlar” isimli bir yazi ile Tiirkiye’nin Kore’ye asker yollama kararinin ABD’li senator [Harry P.]
Cain’in baskisiyla alindig1 iddia edilmistir. Yaziya gore, ABD’nin asker yollamay1 reddeden tilkelerin
sayisinin artmasindan “korkarak” Cain’i Tiirkiye’yi ikna etmek {izere -ABD Daisisleri Bakanligi-
Ankara’ya gondermis ve Cain’in ziyareti sonrasinda da karar alimmistir. Propagandif bir degerlendirme
olan yazi, Tiirkiye’nin yalniz bagina bir karar alamayacak derecede zayif oldugu ve ABD baskisina
boyun egen bir konumda oldugu seklinde Tirkiye’yi ¢er¢evelemistir (TDA, 44874.216231.58/547,
10.08.1950).

Sovyet basininda, Tiirkiye’nin durumu ve kararlar ile ilgili olarak daha ziyade mutedil bir ton
kullanilmaya caligilirken bazi donemlerde ise yakisiksiz bir sekilde Tiirkiye tahkir edilmek istenmistir.
Bu kapsamda Tiirkiye’nin Kore’deki tugayimm “istihfaf eder mahiyette” haberler yapilmistir. 1952
yilinda Moskova Devlet Sirki’'nde yapilan bir gosteride baslara fes gegirilmis ve omuzlarinda tahta
tiifek asili kdpeklerin tizerinde “Kore’de Tiirk Tugay1” yazili bir kamyonla sahneye ¢ikartildiklarini ve
silah seslerinin duyulmasi iizerine kagistiklarina dair SSCB basminda yazilar ¢ikmigtir (TDA,
35743.141135.82/571, 18.10.1952; 35743.141135.80/571, 20.10.1952).

SSCB’nin Tiirkiye’ye yonelik tepkisi, miinferid olaylar disinda daha temkinli, diplomatik bir
krizden uzak durmaya yonelik bir tavra sahipken Dogu Blokunda yer alan bazi iilkeler, cok daha sert
degerlendirmeler yapmistir. Bu {ilkelerin basinda ise Romanya gelmektedir. Romanya’daki haberler
ozellikle Sovyet haber ajansi Tass’in verdigi sekliyle yer almistir. Tass disinda diger Sovyet
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kaynaklarindan (Pravda, Literaturnia Gazeta gibi) almman haberler dogrultusunda da Tiirkiye’ nin
Kore’deki faaliyetleri hakkinda da bilgi verilmistir. Tiirkiye’nin Kore’deki harekati, genel olarak mutlak
bir maglubiyet ve imha seklinde “kiiclimsenir” tarzda aksettirilmistir. Benzer sekilde ABD’nin Tiirk
askerlerini 6liime sevk ettigine de siklikla yer verilmistir (TDA, 44874.216231.15/547, 18.12.1950;
39439.160034.112/568, 01.01.1951).

Tiirkiye aleyhindeki iddialan gii¢lendirmek iizere Cumhuriyet, Son Posta gibi Tiirkiye’deki
gazetelerden alinti yapildigi iddiasiyla olumsuz kanaat olusturulmak istenmistir. Bu kapsamda
Dobrogea Noua, Viata Capitalei, Universul, Roméania Libera gibi diger Rumen gazetelerinde yer alan
Tirk Birliginin agir kayiplar1 sebebiyle Kore Savasi’nin disinda kalmak iizere miting ve gosteri
yapilacagi, bunlarin ise “terakki perver tiniversite 6grencileri tarafindan tertiplenecegi” haberlerine yer
verilmigtir. Tiim bunlarin yani sira Universul gazetesi Kore Savasi disinda da Tiirkiye’yi tahkir eden
pek cok haber yapmustir (TDA, 44874.216231.6/547, 28.12.1950; 39439.160034.100/568, 05.01.1951;
39439.160034.82/568, 05.01.1951; 39782.159739.42/568, 14.02.1951; 44874.216233.54/547,
28.06.1951; 39439.160034.29/568, 13.07.1951).

Tiirkiye hakkinda aleyhte haber yapan bir diger Dogu Bloku iilkesi ise Polonya’dir. Polonya’daki
haberler de Romanya’da oldugu gibi Tiirkiye aleyhindedir ve alinan karara Tiirk halkinin tepki
gosterdigine dairdir. Ozellikle Varsova basininda, Kore’den donen bin kadar askerin tekrar cepheye
gonderilme endisesiyle daglara ¢iktiklarina dair Tiirkiye nin prestijini sarsan haberler yer almistir (TDA,
44874.216232.94/547, 12.01.1953). Tirkiye aleyhinde haberlerin yer aldigi bir diger iilke ise
Macaristan’dir. Macaristan basminda Komiinist Partisi yayin organlarindan Vilagossag ile Kiigiik
Ciftciler Partisi yayin organi olan Kis Ujseg gazetelerinde yer alan haberler dikkat cekmistir. Vilagossag
gazetesi diger Dogu Bloku iilkelerinde oldugu gibi Tiirk birliginin tamamen yok oldugu iddiasinda
bulunmustur. Keza ayni1 gazete farkli bir tarihte Tiirkiye’nin Kore’deki durumu ile II. Diinya Savasi
Macaristan’in Almanya ile iliskisi arasinda bag kurmustur. Gazete Macarlarin Alman kuvvetlerin
gerisini miidafaa etmek i¢in feda edilmesi gibi Kore’ye asker gonderen Tiirklerin ve diger iilkelerin de
benzer rolii oynadiklarini ifade ederken “vatan haini hiikiimetlerin” askerlerin hayatlarim “dolarla
degistirdigini” iddia etmistir. Gazete 6zellikle Ankara Radyosu’nun hi¢ durmadan Kore’deki birligi
ovmesini de elestirmistir (TDA, 44667.215269.3/556, 26.01.1951). Kis Ujseg gazetesi de benzer bir
propaganda metodu izleyerek ilk Tiirk birliginin yok edildigi haberi sonrasinda, Bati i¢in daha fazla kan
akitmak tizere “dolar karsilig1 esir edilmis” Tiirkiye'nin ikinci kafileyi Kore’ye gonderdigini iddia
etmistir. Kis Ujseg, Vilagossag gazetesinin yaptig1 gibi ge¢misle Kore’deki meveut durum arasinda bag
kurmustur. Bu kez Ispanya I¢ Savasi ile baglanti kurulurken I¢ Savas sirasinda Franco’nun Fas
askerlerini 6n safta savasa siirmesi gibi ABD nin de “Tiirk askerlerini cepheye” siirdligii iddia edilmistir
(TDA, 44667.215269.2/556, 18.02.1951). Vilagossag ile Kis Ujseg gazeteleri disinda Szabad Nép,
Fiiggetlen Magyarorsag isimli yayinlar da Tiirkiye’nin Kore’deki savas ve bu savag dolayisiyla Batili
iilkelerle iligkileri hakkinda Tiirkiye’yi tahkir eden pek ¢ok yazi yaynlanmistir. Bu yazilarda, Tiirkiye
iizerinde ABD ile Ingilizlerin niifuz miicadelesinde bulundugu; Kore’den dénen askerlerin tecrit
edilerek kamuoyunun Tiirk askerlerin Kore’de baglarina geleni 6grenmesine engel olundugu; ABD
Bagkan1 Truman’in Tiirkiye’yi “fasistlestirmek™ istedigi bunun icin ise en yakinlarin1 Ankara’ya
gonderdigi; esir diisen Tiirk askerlerinin ateskes konferansina gonderilmek tlizere arkadaglarinin bos yere
oldiikleri ile ilgili mektuplar kaleme aldiklarina dair pek c¢ok iddia yer almistir (TDA,
88087.320488.23/556, 03.10.1951).

Tiirkiye’nin Kore’ye birlik gonderme karari almasiyla baslayan ve sonraki siirecte de devam eden
Tiirkiye aleyhindeki haberler yalnizca Kore savasinda Kuzey Kore/Kore Demokratik Halk
Cumbhuriyeti’ni destekleyen sosyalist iilkelerde yer almamig, ayni zamanda Tiirkiye’nin miittefiki
sayilan ya da iyi iligkilere sahip oldugu iilkelerde de goriilmiistiir. Bu kapsamda Agence France Press’in
(AFP) Seul’den bildirdigi haberde Tiirk birliginin tamamen yok oldugu ve General Tahsin Yazici’nin
da esir diismemek i¢in intihar ettigi haberi infial uyandirmigtir. Tiirkiye’nin BM Temsilci Selim Sarper,
AFP’nin Tiirkiye’nin imajma verdigi olumsuz etki nedeniyle haberi ve haberi yapanlar arastirmis,
sonug olarak haberin asilsiz ve kasith bir sekilde yapildig: ile haberi yapanlarin AFP’ye “niifuz etmis
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olan solcu unsurlar” olduguna dair duyumlar elde etmistir. AFP’de mezkir haber sonrasinda Tiirkiye ile
ilgili kriz meydana getirecek bir haberin yer almamasi, AFP’nin Tiirkiye’nin durumuyla ilgili olarak
daha dikkatli davrandigini gostermistir (TDA, 44874.216231.30/547, 12.04.1950).

Aleyhte haber yapilan bir diger miittefik tilke ise Irak’tir. Tipki1 AFP 6rneginde oldugu gibi Irak’ta
da Tiirkiye aleyhinde yapilan yaym sayis1 fazla degildir. Ayrica yayin yapan gazetelerin de muhalif
siyasi goriislerin yayin organi olduklari tespit edilmistir. Ana akim siyasetin disindaki muhalif El istiklal
Partisi’nin ¢izgisini takip eden El Yakaza gazetesi de bu yayinlar arasindadir. Buna karsin El Yakaza
gazetesinin Tirkiye’nin Kore kararima kars1 getirdigi elestiriler, diger {ilke ve gazetelerdeki
elestirilerden oldukga farklidir. Zira gazete Tiirkiye’yi tahkir etmek ya da iilke imajma zarar vermek
yerine Tiirk halkinin Kore’de neden 6ldiigiiniin cevabini, ifrata kagmayan bir zeminde sorgulamistir.
“Tiirkiye halki ve Kore mezbahas1” baslikli yazida vefat eden bir Tiirk komutan {izerinden Tiirkiye’nin
siyasetini ele gazete, Tiirk askerini Kore’ye gonderen yetkilileri, somiirgecilik arzularina teslim olmak
ve gasp edilen bir hakki miidafaa etmek yerine Anglo-Amerikan amagclarina hizmet ettikleri iddiasiyla
elestirmistir (TDA, 8427.58643.1/533, 12.12.1952).

Iyi iliskilere sahip olunan bir diger iilke olan Iran’da ise Tiirkiye aleyhinde yapilan haberlerle
ilgili olarak olduke¢a dikkat ¢ekici diplomatik bir girisimde bulunulmustur. Tiirkiye hakkindaki olumsuz
haberler yapan gazeteler, SSCB’nin “emrinde” olarak tasnif edilirken Tiirkiye’nin Tahran Biiytikelciligi
bu yaynlar igin devreye girmistir. Iran matbuatinda Tiirk birligini ve Tiirkiye nin kararmni alaya alan
haberler ve karikatiirlerin yayinlanmasi iizerine, Biiyiikelgi Yakup Kadri Karaosmanoglu, iran
Bagbakani ile goriiserek Tiirkiye’ nin aleyhinde yayin yapilmasi konusunda rahatsizligini dile getirmistir.
Goriigme sonrasinda Tiirkiye’yi tahkir eden gazetelerden birisi kapatilirken Iran hiikiimeti, yazil
basinda ve radyoda Tiirkiye lehine yayin yapilmasi karari almistir. Alinan karar dogrultusunda ise Iran
Propaganda ve Matbuat Miidiirliigii ile Anadolu Ajansi arasinda temas saglanmig ve sonu¢ olarak
Anadolu Ajansi ile Iran’daki ilgili kuruluslar arasinda haber teatisi ve is birligi saglama karar1 hasil
olmustur (TDA,44874.216231.12/547, 22.12.1950; 44874.216231.11/547, 25.12.1950).

Tartisma ve Sonuc¢

Tiirk siyasi tarihinde olduk¢a 6nemli kirilma anlarindan birisi olan Soguk Savas, Tiirk dig
politikasin1 1945’ten gilinlimiize dogru sekillendiren bir dizi olayin yasanmasina sebep olmustur.
Tiirkiye’nin Soguk Savas igerisinde ABD’nin ve Avrupa devletlerinin basmi ¢ektigi Batili {ilkelerle
birlikte hareket etmesi ya da hareket etmek istemesi, genel olarak Soguk Savas siiresince Dogu Bloku
iilkeleri karsisinda yer almasini gerektirmistir. Tiirkiye nin iki taraftan birini tercih ettigi bu donemde,
Bat1 ile hareket ettigi ilk olay ise Kore Savasi sirasinda yasanmistir. II. Diinya Savas sorunu olarak
Soguk Savag’a intikal eden Kore, 1950’de Soguk Savas’in ilk sicak temasidir.

Kore meselesi ilk ¢iktig1 anda ABD’nin yaptig1 yardim cagrisina cevap veren Tiirkiye, ¢cagriy1
ABD ile olan is birliginin gerekliligi olarak gérmiistiir. Alinan karar, kararin dogasi geregi Tiirkiye
kamuoyunda ve siyasi kamplasma atmosferinde diinya sathinda oldukga tartisilan bir konu olmustur. I¢
politikada yasanan tartigmalardan daha ziyade Tiirkiye i¢in ehemmiyet arz eden konu, kararmn yurt
disindaki yansimalaridir. Dolayisiyla, Tiirkiye’'nin Kore’ye asker gonderme kararmin Bati
kampinda/NATO’da yer alma istegiyle iligkili oldugu goz 6niine alindiginda, Kore Tiirk Birliginin Bati
medyasinda yer alis sekli 6nemli bir merak konusu olmustur. Daha 6nce NATQO’ya {iye olmak iizere
bagvuran Tiirkiye, Kore’ye asker gonderme karari aldiktan sonra ikinci kez miiracaat etmistir. Bu
sebeple Tiirkiye icin 6zellikle Bati medyasinda Tiirkiye lehinde haberlerin yer almasi ve bunlarin takip
edilmesi Tiirkiye’nin NATO {iyeligi icin adeta bir degerlendirme kriteri niteligi tasimistir. Bu kapsamda
Bati medyasinda yer alan haberleri, Tiirkiye’'nin NATO {yeligi i¢in bir laboratuvar saymak
gerekmektedir. Zira Kore Tiirk Birligine yonelik tevecciih, NATO iiyeligi i¢in olumlu bir imaj olarak
degerlendirilmistir.

Tiim bu sebeplerle Tiirk askerinin Kore’ye yollanmasi kararinin yurtdisinda nasil yankilandigimin
belki de en ¢ok merak edildigi iilke ABD’dir. Alinan karar, Tiirkiye-ABD iliskilerini NATO ekseninde

gelistirecek 6nemli bir manivela olarak goriilmistiir. Tilirkiye nin izlemek istedigi “aktif” dis politikanin
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ilk basamag sayilabilecek olan Kore karari, Hiikiimetin istedigi tarzda ABD basin-yayin organlarinda
olumlu geri doniisler saglamistir. Tilirkiye nin karariin ABD’deki ilk yansimasi, Tiirkiye’nin ABD ile
birlikte oldugu ve onu yalmz birakmadigi seklindedir. Gazete, radyo, televizyon gibi kitle iletisim
araclarinin hepsinde Tiirkiye’nin verdigi karar, siklikla yer alip Amerikan kamuoyuna duyurulmustur.
ABD disinda Tiirkiye hakkinda haber yapilan diger Batili iilkeler ise Almanya, Kanada, Ingiltere,
Danimarka, Hollanda ve Belgika’dir. Bu {ilkelerde de tipki ABD’de oldugu gibi Tiirkiye ile ilgili
oldukc¢a olumlu tarzda degerlendirmelerde bulunulmustur. NATO iiyesi olmayan fakat Batil tilkeler
arasinda yer alan Isvec ve Isvigre basini da Tiirkiye nin kararini1 olumlu olarak degerlendirmistir. Ayrica
Ispanya gibi Batil iilkelerle is birligi saglamak isteyen iilkeler de Tiirkiye’nin kararini olumlu bir
diizlemde degerlendirmistir. Tiirkiye’ye destek olan diger iilkeler ise Arjantin, Finlandiya, Hindistan,
Japonya, Afganistan, Israil, Meksika ve Misir’dir.

Kararin olumlu yansimalar1 Tiirkiye’nin NATO {iyeligi konusunda énemsenen bir konu iken,
kararin olumsuz yansimalari ise olumsuz imaj olusturmasi sebebiyle ayr1 bir hassasiyet igerisinde ele
alinmistir. Dogu Bloku iilkelerinin medyasinda -tahmin etmesi gii¢ olmayacak sekilde- Tiirkiye’ye dair
olumsuz haberler yer almistir. Bu durum, sayica az olmasina ragmen Tiirkiye’nin birlikte hareket ettigi
iilkelerde de goriilmiistiir. Fakat agirlikli olarak olumsuz haberlerin SSCB, Romanya, Polonya,
Macaristan gibi Dogu Bloku {ilkeleri ya da Dogu Bloku iilkelerle yakin iliskilere sahip Suriye gibi
iilkelerde yer aldig1 tespit edilmistir. Olumsuz haberlerin yer aldig1 bu {ilke grubu basininda Kuzey Kore
cephesinin desteklenmesi sebebiyle, Tiirkiye’yi ve Tiirk halkini tahkir eden, Tiirk askerinin Kore’de yer
almasim elestiren ve hiikiimet ile halk arasinda uyumsuzluk yasandigini iddia eden propagandif igerikli
haberler yer almistir. Olumsuz haberlerin yer aldig1 diger iilke grubu ise Iran, Irak, Fransa ve Israil gibi
Tiirkiye’nin yakin iliskilere sahip oldugu fiilkelerdir. Tiirkiye nin miittefiki sayilan iilkelerde olumsuz
haberlerin yayinlanmasi, iilke imaji ve NATO iiyeligi konusunda menfi bir kanaat olusturacag i¢in
Disisleri Bakanligi yetkililerinin devreye girmesi gerekmistir. Bakanlik yetkilileri, Tiirkiye aleyhindeki
haberleri Tiirk dis politikasinin amaglarina uygun bir bigimde ¢ézmeye ¢aligmistir.

Tiirkiye’nin kiiresel siyasetin bir pargast haline geldigi Soguk Savas siirecinde yasanan Kore
Savag1 sirasinda, Tiirkiye hakkinda yapilan lehte ve aleyhteki haberler, kamu diplomasisi kapsaminda
ele alinarak Tiirk dis politikasi agisindan degerlendirilmistir. Ozellikle ABD gibi halkin dis politika
kararlarinda etkili oldugu {ilkelerde Tiirkiye, -NATO {iyeligi amaciyla- medya dolayisiyla kamuoyu
iizerinde Tirkiye’nin kararinin nasil bir etki olusturdugunu degerlendirmeye caligmistir. Tiirkiye nin
yalniz lehte degil ayn1 zamanda aleyhte haberlerin yer aldig: tilkeleri takip edip miidahale etme imkéani
oldugunda buna yonelik reaksiyon vermesi, Soguk Savas’in baglangi¢c doneminde uluslararasi iligkilerde
medyanin roliin dikkate aldigim gostermektedir. Bu kapsamda Kore Savasi sirasinda Tiirkiye nin
uluslararast medya degerlendirmeleri ve uygulamalari, Tiirkiye’nin 1950°1i yillarda medya-dis politika
iligkisini degerlendirmek agisindan 6nemli veriler saglamaktadir. Kore Savasi sirasinda dikkat edilen
medya-dis politika meselesi, Tiirkiye’'nin NATO’ya {iyeligi oncesinde énemsenen bir konu olarak
goriiliirken NATO’ya iiye olduktan sonra ise bu alandaki faaliyetler gittikge gerilemis, bu durum ise
Tiirk dis politikasinda uzun vadede olumsuz sonuglar dogurmustur.



388  Duman, M. & Fidan Baritci, Z. / Anemon Mug Alparslan Universitesi Sosyal Bilimler Dergisi, 2025 13(1) 363-392

Beyan ve Ac¢iklamalar

1. Arastirmacilarin katki oram beyami: Birinci yazarin katki orani, aragtirma tasarimi %50, veri
analizi %50, yazim %50, diizenleme %50; ikinci yazarin katki orani ise arastirma tasarimi %50, veri
analizi %50, yazim %50, diizenleme %50 seklindedir.

2. Cikar catismasi: Herhangi bir ¢ikar ¢atigsmasi bulunmamaktadir.

3. Etik Raporu: Insan veya hayvan denekler iizerinde yapilmadigi icin etik kurul onay1
gerekmemektedir.

4. Arastirmanin Modeli: Caligmanin modeli arastirma makalesidir ve tarihi belge
incelemelerinde siklikla kullanilan belgesel kaynak tarama metoduyla elde edilen arsiv belgeleri ve
stireli yayinlar degerlendirilmistir.
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Ek: Tablo 1: Olumlu ve Olumsuz Haberlerin Yer Aldig1 Ulkeler

Ulke/Bélge  Olumlu Haber Yapan Kaynaklar Olumsuz Haber Yapan Gazete/Dergi
Kaynaklar Sayisi
ABD Baltimore Daily Compass 9 gazete
Camden Ourier
News and Courier
Boston Herald ve Bridgeport Telegram
New York Herald Tribiine
Housion Post
Stars and Stripes
Saturday Evening Post
Afganistan  Enis - 1 gazete
Almanya lustrierte Woche - 3 gazete
Die Welt
Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung
Arjantin El Hogar - 1 gazete
Belcika Le Soir - 1 gazete
Danimarka  information - 1 gazete
Finlandiya  Uusomi - 2 gazete
Daily Mail
Fransa Gazete/Dergi ismi verilmemis Le Monde 1 gazete
Hindistan The Times of India - 1 gazete
Hollanda Trouw - 1 gazete
Irak Irak Times El Yakaza 2 gazete
Ingiltere Lancashire Evening Post - 3 gazete
Yorkshire Evening News
[llustrated London News
Israil Ashmoret Dergisi Al Imar 2 gazete
Al Hamishmar 1 dergi
Ispanya Ariba - 1 gazete
Isvec Aftonbladet - 1 gazete
Isvicre National Zeitung - 1 gazete
Kanada Gazete/Dergi ismi verilmemis - 1 gazete
Macaristan - Vilagossag 3 gazete
Kis Ujseg 1 dergi
Szabad Nép
Fiiggetlen Magyarorsag Mecmuasi
Misir - Al Ahram 1 gazete
Meksika Gazete/Dergi ismi verilmemis - 1 gazete
Japonya Nippon Times - 1 gazete
Polonya - Gazete/Dergi ismi verilmemis 1 gazete
Romanya - Dobrogea Noua 6 gazete
Viata Capitalei
Universul
Pravda
Literaturnia Gazeta
Romaénia Libera
SSCB - Yeni Zamanlar Dergisi 1 dergi
Krasnaya Zvezda 3 gazete
Pravda
Kransy Flote
Suriye - Al Alam 1 gazete




