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Abstract 
The institution of foundation, which was extended to each dimension of the life in the 

Ottoman State with its conventional, financial and judicial dimensions, left deep traces on social 
life by penetrating to the deep into life thanks to the foundations settled by the people from all 
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sides of the community. The waqfs were founded by the members of the dynasty - especially 
the sultans -, high ranking dignitaries, rich and respected people. Sheikh Sayyid Ismail Efendi, 
one of the descendants of Abdulkadir Geylânî Hazretleri, lived in and around Istanbul during 
the reign of Ottoman Sultan Mehmed III and established a foundation there. His father was 
Sayyid Mehmed Nurullah, also known as Yorgânî Ghazi Emir. Ismail Efendi consecrated his 
property inherited from his father, his money, that he earned with his struggles, and his 
possessions Ismail Efendi was the sheikh in the dervish lodge in Istanbul as his main duty in 
addition to being the trustee of his father's lodge and foundation.The foundation is in the form 
of a complex, comprising various building groups, including a mosque, bîmarhane, soup 
kitchen, zawiye and tekke. The study was prepared by scanning the foundation records and 
related information and documents found in the Archives of the Presidency of the Ottoman 
Empire, Land Registry Cadastre and General Directorate of Foundations. The study provides 

the revenues and conditions of the foundation. It attempts to explain the institution of waqf in 
the Ottoman Empire with a special focus on the Sheikh Ismail Efendi Foundation. It is expected 
to contribute to future foundation studies by revealing how the foundations functioned and their 
income and expenditure balances. 

Keywords: Ottoman, Waqf, Mehmed III, Kâdirî, Sheikh Ismail Efendi, Abdülkadir 
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Extended Abstract 
In Ottoman society, foundations were established for a variety of purposes, including the 

construction of mosques, schools, madrasas, libraries, roads, bridges, fountains, hospitals, and 
water wells. The primary objective of establishing a foundation was to be remembered for one's 
good deeds in this world and to gain the bliss of the hereafter. Those who spent their halal 
wealth or property for the sake of Allah could achieve this goal.  Sheikh Seyyid Ismail Efendi 
likewise established a family foundation with the same objective. Foundations have long played 
an important role in the life of society and the state in Turkish-Islamic states. The foundation 

ail Efendi in Istanbul took its place in economic developments and pioneered 
the shaping of the social structure. It also contributes to cultural richness. The majority of the 
studies on foundations are on the law of foundations. This study aims to elucidate the 
distinctions and similarities between the period in question and the foundation established by a 

intertwined religious, economic, municipal, and cultural aspects of Ottoman Istanbul. This 
study will contribute to similar studies by elucidating the responsibilities of the foundation 
towards the society and the state. The study reveals the role of the waqf in the social and 
economic life of Istanbul by identifyi
Efendi based on the waqf. Sheikh Sayyid Ismail Efendi established an authentic waqf, the 
ownership of which belonged to the waqf administration. 

Seyyid Ismail Efendi was the son of Seyyid Mehmed Nurullah, who was known as the 

in Istanbul. According to the endowment, his father was Es-Seyyid Mehmed (Shaykh 
Muhammad al-Muhtayhir bi-
in H.977/M.1569-70. In point of 
this date. Mehmed Efendi's father was Cafer Efendi, who settled in Bursa. His father was 
Shaykh Abdullah al-
that Sheikh Ismail Efendi was a drunkard and was reported to the Sheikhulislam, but he was 
nicknamed Sirkeci due to his ability to transform wine into vinegar in the presence of the judges. 
When the chronicles of the period are examined, there is no comprehensive information about 

and remuneration of foundation officials and the repair and rent of places such as mosques and 
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masjids, rather than on the subject of Sheikh Ismail Efendi's life. These documents are therefore 

information on slaves. Upon analysis of the rules of fiqh and their application, slaves can be 
divided into three categories. 

 -aleyh), the slaves who are 

ces provided through the 
waqf. The waqf also delineates the conditions under which they would gain their freedom and 
the manner in which they would marry.The original copy of Sheikh Ismail Efendi Waqf is 
registered in the General Directorate of Land Registry and Cadastre Archive TKG. KK. VKF. 
Cd.43-2184 / 2230 / 15 is bound in leather and illuminated. A copy of the endowment is held 
in the Presidency Ottoman Archive, TK.GM.d fund number 2179. 
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