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Dil Genisligi ile Kelam [lminin Zahiri Yorumu Arasindaki Anlam Catigmasi
Es’ari’de (6. h. 324) Istiva Kavrami (")rnegi

Hasan Alkhattaf !

Oz

Kur'an-1 Kerim, Arap diliyle indirilmistir ve Kur'an, kelimelerden olusmaktadir. Bu kelimelerden
bazilar1 birden fazla anlama gelebilmektedir. Bu tiir kelimelerden biri de "istiva" kelimesidir. Dildeki
bu anlam genigligine karsilik, bazi kelam kitaplarinda zahiri bir yorum benimsenmis ve bu
kelimenin anlami daraltilmigtir. Bu durum, 6zellikle Es'ari'ye atfedilen kitaplarda goriilmektedir. Bu
eserlerdeki dar anlam, dilin genis anlam olanaklariyla gelismektedir. Calismanin problematigi ve
Onemi, Es'ari'de "istiva" anlayigi ile dilin anlam zenginligi arasindaki bu catismay: incelemeye
dayanmaktadir. Calismanin yontemi olarak, "istiva" kavraminin Islam 6ncesi dénemdeki liigat
anlami, Kur'an ve siinnetteki kullanimlari, fikth alimlerinin bu kelimeye yiikledigi anlamlar
arastirilarak bir temel olusturulmustur. Bu baglamda, Es'ari'nin delillerinin tartisilmasi igin tarihsel,
betimleyici ve elestirel yontemlerden yararlanilmistir. Calisma iki ana boliimde ele alinarak
konunun daha kolay incelenmesi amaglanmistir. Arastirma sonucunda, Eg’arl’ye nispet edilen
kelami eserlerde, dilin zengin ifade olanaklar1 ve ayetlerin baglami goz ardi edilerek zahiri bir
yorumun 6ne ¢ikarildig: tespit edilmistir. Bu durum, Eg’ari’nin bu konudaki ger¢ek inancimn ne
oldugu, ona nispet edilen eserlerin tahriften ne kadar bagimsiz oldugu ve kelami eserlerdeki zahiri
yorumlardan armndirmanin keyfiyeti gibi 6nemli sorular giindeme gelmektedir.
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The Contest in Meanings between the Expansiveness of Language and the
Literalism of Kalam
The Concept of Istiwa' (Divine Ascendancy) according to Al-Ash'ari (d. 324
AH) as a Model

Hasan Alkhattaf !

Abstract

The Qur’an was revealed in the language of the Arabs, composed of specific words that often carry
multiple meanings. Among these terms is "istiwa™ (divine ascendancy), which bears a range of
linguistic implications. However, certain texts in the field of Kalam (Islamic theology) have imposed
a more literal interpretation, limiting its meaning. This literalism is evident in works attributed to
Al-Ash’ari, creating a tension between a restricted literal understanding and the broader linguistic
scope. The study’s primary objective and significance lie in exploring this tension between Al-
Ash’ari's understanding of "istiwa™ and its linguistic implications. The methodology involves
examining the linguistic meaning of "istiwa™ as it appears in pre-Islamic texts, the Qur’an, the
Sunnah, and usage by jurists. This serves as a basis for analyzing Al-Ash’ari's arguments, utilizing
historical, descriptive, and critical approaches. For clarity, the study is divided into two main
sections. The findings reveal a trend of theological literalism that diverges from the expansiveness
of language and the context of Qur'anic verses. This raises questions regarding Al-Ash’ari’s true
stance on this issue, the authenticity of the texts attributed to him, and the potential need to free
Kalam literature from theological literalism.
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